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EMBASSY TO CHINA.

-

CHAPTER I.

‘VISIT TO THE EMPEROR OF CHINA'S COURT AT HIS
. SUMMER RESIDENGE IN TARTARY. -
THE Embassador was visited on his arrival in
- Tartary, by a military mandarine of that nation.
He . belonged to the palace, and tho of the same
rank with Van-ta-zhin, the latter would scarcely
¥enture to sit down in his presence; so great is
the respect affected by the Chinese towards the
_ Tartars of the court. The meancst Tartar assumes
Some consequcnce on his own ground. One of
the attendants of that country was about to be pu-
- nished for some misdemeanour, by order of the
Chiriese mandarines; but he resisted with much:
vehemence, loudly gxdaimiﬁg, that no Chinese
had a right of exercising authority over him on
the Tartar side of the great wall.

In the villages beyond the wall, there were
yet to be seen several Chinese families, and
women with little feet. It is not said, that any
of a Tartar race have imitated the Chinese. in the

YoOL. II, B



2 EMBASSY TO CHINA.

mutilation of their limbs; tho they frequently
have in other respects.

As the travellers advanced into Tartary, the
season was also growing cooler, the roads more
ruggcd, the mountains less richly clothed, the
trees, beside different sorts of pines of no great
size, were chiefly stunted oaks of the two species
called the English and Russian oaks, as well as
the aspen, elm, hazel, and walnut trees, dimi-
nished to the size of shrubs. All these generally
grew on the south side of the mountains; the
other sides often bearing little more than thorny
shrubs, with a scanty covermg of parched grass.
Bears, wolves, and even tigers are sald to har-
bour in these woods.

In the plains, or rather vallies, that species
_ of the hare abounds, which is described as hav-
ing the quality, like some other animals in the
colder regions, of becoming, fron being brown
or red in summer, quite white in winter. This
hare is remarkable, likewise, for the extraordi-
nary length of his feet and toes, which joining
together, when he leaps over snow, form a broad
base that supports him from sinking into it.

Hares are seldom hunted by dogs in Tartary;
but are driven, as well as other animals of the
chase, into snares by crowds of people forming
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a large circle, from the circumference of which,
they gradually approach to the centre, beating
the bushes, and making loud noises as they ad-
vance. The animals are reduced at last into a
very small space, in which they are easily ses
cured. ,

The dog becomes, particularly in Tartary,
the faithful companion of-the peasant, It is a
small species, with a long recurved tail, of which
caprice or fashion does not deprive him; and
which is generally leaning to the left, as Lin-
nzus remarks of ‘the domestic dog. That of
Tartary scldom barks in the day time.

The prospects which offered themselves to the
travellers on the present journey were often pleas-
ing and’ romantic; . but they were limited to

" narrow bounds. He who, for the first time, is
about to pass over a mountainous country, may.
be apt to expect that he is soon to find himself on
elevated ground, in respect to every thing within
his view; but it generally is otherwise. Roads
are for the most part traced at the foot, instead of.
rising to the tops, of mountains; and the tra-
veller is frequently doomed to move at the bot-
tom of vallies, with a contracted horizon and a
darkened atmosphere. -/

In 'vil]ages dispersed through such vallies

B2
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many of the inhabitants were found lubouring.
under a disorder observed in similar sitvations
in the Alps, and known there by the name of
goitre, orswelled neck. The glands of the throat
begin at an early age to swell, and gradually.in-
crease, in some, t0 an enormous size. 1he
swe]ling begins immediately below the parotid.
gland, and generally extends under the jaws from
earto ear, affecting all- the submaxillary glands.
Dr. Gillan estimated that nearly one-sixth of
the inhabitants he saw had this deformity ; which
is said, however, not to appear such in the eyes
of those villagers. Both sexes are subject to
these swellings; but females more than males:
the latter removing oftener from the spots where
the causes exist,” whatever they may be, that oc-
casion them.

These preternatural tumours did not appear
to be attended with any other symptoms, affect-
ing the general health or corporal functions of
those in whom they were observed. But the
minds of many of them were much weakened,
and perhaps of all in a less degree. Some were
reduced to an absolute state of idiocy. The spec-
tacle of such objects, which fails not to convey
a serious'and even a melancholy impression to
persons who view them for the first time, pro-



EMBASSY TO CHINA. 5

duces no such effect upon those among whom
they are bred. The objects themselves are in
their general habits cheerful, and lead 2 mere
animal life, ascontradistinguished from that in .
which any thought or reflection is concerned.
.As they act alone from instinct, or the mere im-
pulse' of the senses;, so ’tj}eir‘ actions, however
injurious they may happen to prove to others,
are free from intentional malice, and occasion
no resentment. Their persons are considered
in some degree as sacred; and they are main-
tained by their families with peculiar care,
Whatever be the cause which- occasions goi-
tres in the human frame, it has no perceptible
effect upon other animals. This cause is gene-
rally supposed, both in Europé and in Asia, to
be the frequent use of snow water, Melted
snow is found, indeed, to contain a little more
calcareous earth than rain water, togethcr with
a very small proportion of the acids of nitre:and
sea salt: but snow water, hawever muclh  used
in such open countries as are often covered with
snow, has not been observed to produce similar
obstructions. Itis likely, that a particular state
of the atmosphere among mountains, must con-
cur towards operating this effect. The part of
Tartary where this disease abounds, has many
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alpine features, much resembhncr Savoy and
Swisserland. .
No volcanic production appeared throughout
- this route. During the seventh or last day’s
journey, the ridges of the mountains went nearly
parallel to the road. Those ridges described al-
most horlzontal lines, consisting of huge rocks
of ‘granite, dlﬂ'ermg much in size from each
other, and arranged like the vertebrz of a qua-
druped. These rocks were covered with, at top,
a slight sod ; but their sides were entirely naked,
the earth which formerly had adhered to them,
-having descended considerably lower. About
midway between the upper ridge and the bottom
of the valley was a perpendicular rock, or antique
ruin, for its first appearance gave rise to both
conjectures. Its height exceeded two hundred
fect. It was sensibly wider at ‘the top than at
the base. Its form was irregular. Tall shrubs
were growing from its upper surface. It being
at a considerable distance, a gqntleman went from
the road to examine this object more particularly.
It was not the remains of any building; it was
not an entire rock; but consisted of indurated
clay, inclosing gravel in ]arge masses. It was,
no doubt, of a more compact nature than the

soil which had surrounded it, and which yielded
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to the violence of the torrents, sweeping every
thing else away, and leaving this inverted pyra-
mid as 2 monument of the height of the ancient
surface of the globe in this particular part of it.
The base of such monument denoted the depth
to which the earth had been washed away; the
light and soft. particles being wafied down, and
,gradually deposited where they have formed the
smooth and fertile plains of Pe-che-lee, men-
tioned in a former chapter ; while the harder and
heavier parts, soon arrested in their progress,
constitute the rough surface of the glens of Tar-
tary. The removal of a layer of soil, two hun-
dred feet in depth, from the upper to the lower
grounds, for such a vast extent, is a gxeater
change upon the globe than any~mentioned in
the records of mankind. The sudden inunda-
tions, of which accounts had been transmitted
to posterity, are not described as hai'ing pro-
duced any permanent effect. Indeed, different
parts of the globe itself sufficiently indicate that
extraordinary alterations have happened upon its
surface since it became of a temperature adapted
to animal life, The rock of Gibraltar is not
the only eminence in the interior ‘substance of
which have been found incorporated the bones
of animated bemgs, wha must have lived and
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perished before the formation of the mountams,
of which those bones form now a part.

The ascent to Tartary is such, that some pai’ts

. of it have been ascertained to be fifteen thousand

feet above the. surface of the Yellow sea. This
elevation is known to increase considerably the
cool temperature of the atmosphere.

Amidst high grounds, and a little beyond
the inverted pyramld above described, the moun-
tains receding somewhat from each other, opened
to the present travellers the valley of Zhe-hol,
where his Imperial Majesty retires in summer
from his Chinese dominions, to a palace and
pleasure grounds; the former called the Seat of
grateful Coolness, and the latter the Garden of
innumerable Trees. {

}  The Embassador with his suite and guard pro-
ceeded in due order towards Zhe-hol. The road
near to it was perceptible from an eminence in
the Fmperor’s garden. From thence, as was
afierwards reported to his Excellency, his Impe-
rial Majesty had the curiosity to view the pro-
cession of the Embassy. It was received with
military honours, amidst a crowd of spectators,
on horseback and on foot, } Several of the latter
were entirely clad in yellow garrhents. Their

‘heads were covered with round yellow hats,
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Some boys also were in the same attire. They
were a sort of inferior lamas-or friars, and no-’
vices belonging to the temples of that sect of
Fo to which the Emperor was attached. - They
did not seem, noththstandmg the sacred order
of which they formed a part, and the garb of
honour in which they were clothed, to be much
respected by the surroundmg multitude; nor did
their.-own demeanour imply any consciousness
of dignity, or any attention to exterior decorum,
which persons of rank in China are generally
solicitous to- maintain.

The edifice, or suite of edifices, destined -for
the Embassy, was’ situate near she southern ex-
tremlty of the town of Zhe-hol, which lay be.
tween it and the palace gates® It*was erected
on the gentle slope of a hill, and consisted of
different courts, each upon a higher level than
the preceding, and communicating by steps of
granite with each other. The whole was sufhi-
ciently spacious aiid convenient, with a pleasant -
prospect of the' Tartar hills, a view of the town,
and of a small part of the Emperor’s park. The
town of Zhe-hol, excepting the houses of main-
darines, consisted of miserable’ hovels, ful of
people. The streets also were crooked, unpaved,

and dusty, . Immediately beyond it, the Impe-



10 EMBASSY TO CHINA.

rial garden, the palaces, the temples displayed
much grandeur; and magnificence and wretch-
edness knew no medium. -

* The principal buildings in this part of Tar-
tary differed little from those of China; and the
distribution of the apartments and the furniture’
were equally simple. The great door of each
separate building opened into a hall, communi- -
cating on each side with a room of which a part
was raised by a platform covered with thick cloth
and cushions, for sitting in the day, and sleep-
ing in the night. There were also varnished
tables, and a few chairs for wsxtors. Two
mandarmes of rank. waited upon the Embas-
sador soon after his arrival, with compliments
from his Iniperial Majesty, and another from
the great Colao, or first minister, Ho-choong.
taung.

The same day the Legate called upon his Ex-
.cellency, and without preface or apology, deli-
vered to him back open the memorial which had
been presented to him sealed, in relation to the ce-
remony of reception, and which, after a commu-
nication of its purport, he had undertaken at Pe-
kin"to, forward to Ho-choong-taung, as mention-
ed in another chapter. The Legate wished now
to be understood, as having kept that memorial
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the whole time in his possession; tho it was pet-
fectly well known, not only that he had actually
transmitted it to Zhe-hol, but that its contents
were, at first, acceptable there. It was difficult to
trace what occasioned a change of sentiment on
this subject; but ancient ideas of pride and claims
‘of pre-eminence became prevalent anew. They
were indeed supPosed to be urged by the viceroy
of Canton, laiely arrived at Zhe-hol from Thibet,
where he had commanded the Chinese troops.
He was a declared enemy of the English, repre-
' senting them as an encroaching people, whom it
was dangerous to encourage. He had even re-
course to the testimony of the condemned man-
darine, already mentioned to lme been formerly
Hoppo, or chief of the revenue and customs at
Canton. This convict was br oufrht expressly
for this purpose to Zhe- hol, and, no doubt, gave
such a character of the English, as suited the
viceroy's views and prejudiced opinions. *The
Colao, it seems, was persuaded into the belief
of its being desirable that the homage of vassals
to the Emperor of China, should be performed
by the British Embassador, without any acknow- -
ledgment on the part of the Chinese government,
‘of the independence of his own sovereign. It was
‘accordingly thoughit expedient that the transmnis-
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sion of his Excellency’s memorial to the court
should not be avowed, in order that there should
bF no necessity of sending any answer to a pro-
posal which was too reasonable to be rejected;
and it was expected that the Embassador, once
in presence of his Imperial Majesty, could not
avoid ‘making the usual prosternations without
any condition.

From these circumstances his Excellency be-
came anxious that this business should be ex-
plained and settled, before it might be necessary
for him to make his appearance at the palace.
The Colao wished, indeed, to sece him there
without delay, and to learn from him the pur-
port of his Majesty’s letter to the Emperor. Had
there, however, been no particular motive for -
his Excellency’s declining the visit at that mo-
ment, he was too much indisposed to make it.
He determined therefore, on every account, to
send. the Secretary of the Embassy in his room,
with a copy of the King's letter, and the memo-
rial returned by the Legate. The Chinese friends
of the Embassador were so apprehensive of being
inculpated as the writers of it, that they desired
it to be signed by the page who copied it, to cers
tify it to be his writing. His Excellency gave
instructions to the Secretary on every point that
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was likely to be agitatedy” but the etiquette of the
Chinese court not permitting the latter to hold,
in that capacity, any conversation with the
Brime Minister, or even tosit down in his pre-
sence, it became necessary to make use of the
commission of Minister Plenipotentiary, which
his Majesty had granted to him, to act .incase
of the Embassador’s-absence or indisposition. In
this character he waited upon the GColao, whom
he found in a small apartment of the Imperial
palace. Great and powerful as a vizier in a des~
poticempire is over all the people, he shrinks
into a petty personage in comparison with the
absolute prince himself, of whose mansion, how-
ever magnificent and vast, a very humble por-
tion is thought sufficient for the relative import-
ance of the mere creature of his favour. The
Vizier of China, who enjoyed almost exclusive-
ly the confidence of the Emperor, was said to -
be a Tartar of obgcure birth, raised from an in-
ferior station about twenty years before, when,
while he was upon guard at one of the palace-
gates, the Emperor passing through it, was
.struck merely with the comeliness of his coun-
‘tenance; but afterwards ﬁndmv him to be a man
of talents and education, he quxckly elevated him
to dignity; and he might be said to possess, in
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fact, under the' Emperor, the whole power of
the empire.

So great a rise from so low an origin, may
perhaps secem singular to men accustomed to the
intermediate orders, and yegular gradations of 3
mixed government; but it is not uncommon,
either in countries, the monarch of whicli can
indulge his fancy or_his will without any appre-
hension of control; or in distracted states, where
shining qualities or extraordinary exertions lead
rapidly to eminence. It frequently happens in
the former case, that the sovereign, having made
once his choice, waves for the most part the ex-
ercise of his own authority: leading a life of
indolence, or indulging in sensual gratifications;.
but the Emperor: of Ghina still continued in an
indefatigable attention to the administration of -
public affairs: having rather divided with his
Vizier, than conferred upon him, thé whole
care.of his vast empire. His Imperial Majesty
was not however blindly guiaed by his advice;
and once, on conceiving that he, had attempted
to impose upon his master by a falsehood, he
was disgraced as suddenly as he had formerly
been raised; and he was reduced to his original
situation for about a fortnight;. when a fortu-
nate accident -having -proved tao the. sovereign
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that there was no real ground for his dissatisfac~
tion, he restored his late servant to his wonted
favour, and toa power bounded only by his own.

At the audience of the Colao, he was seated
on a platform covered with silk, between two
Tartar and two Chinese mandarines of state. A
chair was brought for the Entrhsh Minister. The
Leoate, several other mandarmes, and the in-
terpreter, were obliged to stand the whole time.
The Colao went through the formality of de-
manding what was the object of the British Em-
bassy to China: a demand that easily was satis-
fied, by referring him to his Majesty’s letter to
the Emperor, of which a copy was immediately
presented to him in Chinese; a circumstance
which, as well as the purport of the letéer, seemed
to be grateful to him. After a short pause, the
Embassador’s memorial was laid before him, to
which he affected to be a stranger. He seemed,
however, to be prepared to make objections to the
proposal it contained, which were answered with
the obvious arguments so simple a case supplied,
and in the manner prescribed by his Excellency.
The discussion. terminated by the Colao’s de-
siring his reasons to be reported to the Embassa-
dor for his consideration.

It was observable, that during this conference,
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the hall in-which it was held was full of people
belonging to the palace, who all were allowed to
listen to what passed; as if it was considered,
that in treating with foreigners, so remote in
every respect from China, there could be nothing
which it was necessary to reserve from the know-
ledge of any of the natives of it. Such a num-
ber of spectators contributed, perhaps, to induce
the Colao to maintain in their presence an air of
dignified reserve; and ‘in his manners and con-
versation, he seemed willing to convey the idea,
that whatever civilities he shewed to the English
‘Minister, were the condescensions of national
as well as personal superiority. It was, ne
doubt, from sentiments 'of national pride, that
the determination seemed to have been taken of
avoiding, if possible, to return the compliment
which the Embassador was willing to pay at the
Emperor’s court.. '

. The Legate, together with two other manda-
rines on the part of the Colao, waited upon his
Excellency the next day, and urged him to give
up the contested point; concerning which they
were driven to the necessity of fluctuating be-
tween the opposite and contradictory efforts, of
representing the prostration as a mere exterior
and unmeaning ceremonys when they proposed
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to the Embassador to perform it towards the Em-
peror; but of serious and momentous impoxt,
when the like was required in return from a Chi-
nese to his Britannic Majesty, They even ven-
tured to hint some personal inconvenience to his
Excellency, in default of his unconditional com-
pliance : which circumstance afforded him an
opportunity of testifying how much his sense of
duty to his sovereign, was above any sense of
danger; and of declaring, that 1t became parti-
cularly indispensable for him to take care, either
that the ceremony should be reciprocal, or that
there should be something to distinguish a com-
pliment to be paid on the part of a great and in«
dependent sovgreign, from the homage of tribu-
tary princes, since an attempt had: been made
already to confound them, in giving the name of
¢ribute to the British presents, in the inscriptions
placed upon them by the Chinese. The Embas-
sador’s knowledge of this circumstance, forged
the mandarines to feel the propriety of his pro-
posal; and to ask him how far he thought he
might, consistently with his duty, but in a
manner different from the prostration of tributa-
ries, matk his personal respect to his Imperial
Majesty ? His Excellency observed, that to his
own Sovereign, to whom he was bound by, every
VOL. IiL C
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bond of allegiance and attachment, he bent, on
approaching him, upon one kuee; and that he
was willing to demonstrate in the sanie manner,
" his respectful sentiments. towards his Imperial
-Majesty. ,

" With this answer the mandarines appeared
extremely pleased; and said that they would re-
turn soon-with the determination of the court,
either to agree to the reciprocal ceremony as pro-
posed by the Embassador, or to accept of the
English obeisance in lieu of the Ghinese pro-
stration. -| .

In the mean time the conversation which pass-
ed at the palace with the Colao, spread quickly
through Zhe-hol. Several persons, who saw
in the Embassy only afew solitary foreigners,
entirely at the mercy of the court which they
came to visit, were ata loss to conceive how they
could presume to propose conditions to it, or.
hesitate to ohey its pleasures  Others confidently
predicted, that they would be sent back without
being admitted to an audience. The Chinese
interpreter, whose zealous attachment to the Em-
bassy rendered him anxiously solicitous abbut. it,
began to be apprehensive lest some of his coun-
trymen attendant on it should be tempted to mis-

behave, under the notion, that in the present
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juncture little attention would be paid to com-
plaints on the part of strangers so little com-
plaisant. There was occasion however to make
some, at this moment, relative to provisions,
which were instantly redressed ; and supplies were
furnished even in greater profusion than before.
While the business of the ceremony was in
suspense, several of the gentlemen of the Em-
bassy made a short excursion in the environs of
Zhe-hol. They were not encouraged to do so
by the mandarines, who always were in dread
that some inconvenience might result from indis-
cretion or imprudence on the partofthe strangers,
or from the disposition to inpult foreigners, which
1s not uncommon in the rabble any where. The
rigorous maxims of the Chinese gbvernment ren-
der the mandarines responsible for whateverevil
it is supposed possible for them tohave prevented.
On this account, precautions were taken' to shut
out the common people from entering within the
inclosure inhabited by the Embassy, as well as
the servants and inferior persons belonging:to-it,
from: passing the gates without leave. . The Chi-
nese, especially men of business, such as are
most of the mandarines, have little idea of the
use or pleasure of walking abroad, merely for
the sake of exercise, or for secing prospects, or
G2
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.
the situation of countries, unless with military,
and, conscquently, suspicious views. Under the
general instruction, however, which they had
received of attending to the accommodation and:
wishes of the Embassy, they supplied horses and
g:uides upon the occasion of this excursion.

The gentlemen who were of the party soon
ascended heights, from whence they had an op-
portunity of overlooking the valley of Zhe-hol
winding between the hills; which was fertile in-
deed, but not cultivated with the care or art dis-
played within the proper boundaries of Ghina,
It was watered with a stream gliding, at that
dry scason, gently through it, and wafting in
its sands many particles of gold. The adjoin-
ing hills were sneither steep nor lofty. They
consisted, at least near the surface, of clay and
gravel. They presented no salient and retiring
angles, such as are produced by powerful tor-
rents making their way through mountains; nor
did they form any regular range; but, taken
collectively, resembled a confused sea, in which
the broken billows lie in different directions; as
tossed by opposite gales succeeding suddenly to
each other. The figure indeed of those, hills
and the -matters of which they were composed,
indicated nothing like the original action of fire-,

-
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uPon them; but left sufficient traces of the ope-
ration of water covering for' a long time, and
mouldering this portion of the surface of the
globe. It had the appearance of havmc been
.once clothed with wood. In the upper and most
exposed parts, however, nothi.x‘lg of that kind re-
mained that was not stunted. Timber was scarce
in all this neighbourhood. The improvidence of
former generations, in not planting young trees
in proportion as they cut down the old ones, was
now severely felt by their posterity.

The hills, thus bare of trees, were not sufhi-
cient to attract much moisture. The gardens of
“the poorest people were not suffered to depend on
the chance of rain; but had each a well dug in
it, for the purpose of. nrmmon. The l)ucLet for
drawmg up the water, mstead of being made of
staves, was composed of ozier twigs, wattled or
platted together with so much care and ingenuity,
as to be perfectly capible of holding any liquid.
Those gardens abounded in garlick and other
acrid and aromatic veoetables, serving as a relish
to the millet and other grain on whlch the pea-
sants principally subsisted. From the hewhts,
several handsome buildings were obsened in
pleasant situations in- the vallies. They were
" Birst thought to belong to some of the principal
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families, or great officers about the court; but
proved to be different convents of lamas, founded
by the Emperors of the present dynasty.

On the return of the party towards home,
they perceived beyond the town of Zhe-hol,
upon an eminence, with a ridge of higher moun-
tains within. sight, such another inverted pyra-
mid of ‘earth, or stone, as has been already de-
scribed in the last day’s journey from Pekin.

" Some of the gentlemen had an inclination to go
and examine it; but the mandarines very gravely
told them, that there would be an impropriety
in attempting to do so; as, from the eminence
on which it was situate, a view might be had
of that part of the Imperial gardens consecrated
to the use of the Tadies of the palace, and from
whence they might be observed walking through
the grounds; tho at the distance of three or four
miles.

The attention of the whole Embassy was now
taken up in preparations to-wait upon the Em-
peror. It had been 2nnounced to the Embas- .
sador, that his Imperial Majesty would be satis-
fied with the same form of respectful obeisance
from the English, which they'were in the habit
of paying to their own Sovereign. This deter-

‘mination relieved the Embassador from a load
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of much anxiety; and removed the necessity of

fixing in his own mind, where, in the present
circuinstances, it became him to draw the line
between the obligation of resisting, and the pro-
priety of yleldmg to, the wishes of the Impenal
court. It was whispered, that the good sense’
and liberality of the Emperc‘)_'r himself, cloyed
too perhaps with adoration, rendered him much
more inclined than any of his advisers, to dis-
pense with that ceremony in the ‘present in-
stance.

His I Excellency was aware, that the sort of tri-
umph he had gained, would contribiite to make

him still more obnoxious to the Chinese and Tar-

tar enemies of the English; tho it must heighten
very much the esteem and respect of the people
at large, for the nation in whose favour so un-
usual an‘exception was about to be made; and
“the practical consequences of such sentiments,
could scarcely fail to dperate to its advantage in
every connection, commercial and political, be-
tween the two countries. This relaxation of a
rule, from which no deviation had before been
made, excited indeed much surprise, and per-
haps even murmuring, from those whose minds
were guided by precedent alone; butit confirmed
the opinion of the veteran missionary at Pekin,
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that the mere pleas of custom, however usually
~and strongly urged by the Chinese, would not
stand always against reason, accompanied by
temper and perseverance. '

“The birthday of the Emperor, on the occasion
of which a great number of embassadors and tri-
butary princes was assembled at Zhe-hol, was
the seventeenth of September. A day however
previous to it, the fourteenth of the same month,
was fixed for the particular reception of the
British Embassy.

In the interval, such of the presents as had
been brought to Zhe-hol, were carried to the
palace; and very civil messages, implying the
satisfaction they gave to his Imperial Majesty,
were conveyed to the Embassador.

His Excellency likewise paid a private visit
to the Colao, who received him with frankness
and affability, no longer disturbed by a pending
contest, and with all the attention due to his
rank and character. After several expressions
ofcivility on both sides, and satisfactory answers
to questions of curiosity concerning Europe, and
particularly England, on the part of Ho-choong-
taung, the Embassador entered into conversa-
tion, in which he endeavoured to impress the
Colao with a full sense of the propricty and fair,
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ness of the past conduct, and the sincerity and
uprightness of the future intentions, of his Ma-
jesty towards China. He dwelt upon the-pacific
and benevolent maxims of his Majesty’s govern-
ment, of which the great object was the extension
of commerce for the general benefit of mankind.
He took occasiort also to mention, as an inciden-
tal matter of information, not of argument, that
upon the dissolution of the Mogul empire of Hin-
dostan, in consequence of internal dissensions,
some of the maritime provinces in the neigh-
bourhood of British settlements claimed the pro-
tection of their arms, which was granted with-
out removing the native tributary princes, who
were still in possession of their dignities; but
that in other respects, the English did not in-
terfere in the contests of the neighbouring coun-
- tries. The Golzo gave not the least opening to
be more particular in the disavowal of any aid
against the people of Thibet.

His Excellency found it necessary to use great
tenderness, and many qualified expresstons, in.
conveying any idea that a connection between
Great Britain and China could be of any im-
portance to the latter, either by the introduction
of European commodities, of which, taken in
barter, the necessity was not felt; or by the
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supply of cotton or of rice from India, which
some of the Chinese provinces were equally fit
to cultivate; or of bullion, of which the increase
had sometimes the inconvenience of unequally
increasing the prices of the useful or necessary
. articles of life; or, lastly, by the assistance of a
naval force to destroy the pirates on the: coast,
against whose mischief the sure resource existed
of an internal -communication by ‘rivers and
canals. Such were the avowed or affected no--
tions entertained by the Chinesé government, of
the superiority or independence of the empire,
that no transaction with foreigners was admis-
sible by it on the ground of reciprocal benefit,
but as a grace and condescension from the former
to the latter. - :

The Embassador was not unwilling to nego-
tiate even on those terms; and the, Golao oblig-
ingly said, that they should have frequent oppor-
tunities of meeting during the continuance-of his
Excellency’s visit at the Chinese court.

The conference ended as it had begun, with
every appearance of cordiality and satisfaction
on both sides. Messages of civility, with pre-
sents of fruit and sweet-meats, soon followed
both from the Emperor and the Colao.

The manners of Ho-choong-taung were not
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less pleasing than his understanding was pene-
trating and acute. He scemed indeed to possess
the qualities of a consummate statesman. He had
been called to office and authority, no doubt; by
the mere favour of the sovereign, as must be the -
case in most monar chies but he was confirmed
and m’untamed in it by the approvmg voice of
such persons of rank and eminence as have in-
fluence in the determinations of the most abso-
lute governments. In those governments in
Asia, the prince is not afraid, as is the case in
Euxope, to debase his dignity by alliances with
his subjects, and the number of children of
Asiatic monarchs, by different wives and con-
cubines, occasion so many matrimenial con-
nexions with the crown, that the influence aris-
ing from them is counteracted by competition. A
tie however of tlns sort, added to power already
acquired, increases and secures it. A daughter
of the Emperor is married to a son of Ho-
choong-taung. This circumstance was thought
sufficient to alarm some of the I mperxal family,
and other loyal subjects of the empire, as if they |
were fearful of the heights to which the ambi-
tion of that favourite might aspire. One man,
indiscrectly zealous, undertook to present a me-
morial to his Imperial Majesty, ¢xhorting him
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to declare his successor, as a mcasure.of safety;
to prevent future dissensions in the empire.

Were the rules of descent in favour of primo-
geruture to be prevalent among the Chinese, a
grandson of the Emperor, by his eldest son de-
ceased, would have the fairest claim; but the
maxims of that government leave the succession
to it entirely at the choice of the reigning prince,
who may exclude, as has been instanced, even his
own offspring and family. The advice obtruded
by an individual to the sovereign under these cir-
cumstances, to declare his choice, was highly of-
fensive to him. The adviser was seized and eapi-
tally punished : the tribunal, before which he was
tried, having aned his presumption amongst
the most heinous crimes. His Impcnal Majcsty,
however, thought proper to. publish in the ga.
zettes of the capital, his reasons for declining to
follow such advice. They were founded on the
danger of exciting, by the nomination of a suc-
cessor, a premature ambition in a young mind,
and of pr oducmg a factlon in opposition to the
reigning sovereign; an instance of which had
happened in his own dynasty.

- On the present occasion, his Imperial Majesty
was resolved that the successor to his crown,
should, while” he held it himself, remain un-
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known. But he took that opportunity of an-
nouncing to his subjects, that, having already sat
upon the throne about half a century, he should
retire from the cares of government if he should
live to complete the sixtieth year of his reign,
which would happen in the year 1796, when he
would exercise the_high prerogative he enjoyed
of appointing the fittest person to succeed him ;
but that if his death should take place before that
period, his appointment of a successor in writing
would be found in a particular apartment of the
palace. So vain are, however, sometimes the
precautions taken by mortals to regulate events
.after their decease, that a story is privately cir-

culated of his own father, Yong-ching, having
" mounted the throne, by suddenly entering the
palace in the last moments of his predecessor,
and sdbstituting his own name in a testament in-
tended for the exaltation of another.

On the day of the Embassador’s presentation
to the Emperor, most of his family attended.
No marked preference was perceptible, or extra-
-ordinary respect shewn, to any one of them above
the rest. On that morning the Embassador and
gentlemen of the Embassy went before dayliglit,
as was announced to be proper, to the garden of
the palace of Zhe-hol. In the middle of the gar-
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den was a spacious and magnificent tent, support-
ed by gilded or painted and varnished pillars.
The canvas of which it was composed, did not
follow the obliquity of the cords along their whole
length to the pegs fastened in the ground; but
about midway was suffered to hang perpendicu-
larly down, while the upper part of the canvas
constituted the roof. Towards one extremity of
the tent was placed a throne, such as has been de-
scribed in a former chapter, with windows in the
sides of the tent, to throw light particularly upon
that part of it. Opposite to the throne was a wide
opening, from whence a yellow fly tent projected
to a considerable distance. The furniture of the
tent was elegant, without glitter or affected em-
bellishmeunts. Several small round tents were
pitched in front, and one of an oblong form im-
mediately behind. The latter was intended for
.the Emperor, in case he should choose to retire
to it from his throne. It had a sopha, or bed, at
one extremity. The remainder wasadorned with
a variety of musquets and sabres, European and
Asiatic. Of the small tents in front, one was for
the use of the Embassy while it was in waiting
for the arrival of the Emperor. Some of the
others were destined, in the same manner, for
the several tributary princes of Tartary, and de-
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legates from other tributary-states, who were .as-
sembled at Zhe-hol on the occasion of the Em-
‘peror’s blrthday; and who attended, on this
day, to grace the reception of the English Em-
bassador. Some tents also were intended for the
male branches of the Emperor’s family, and the
principal officers of state. In the great tent, his
Imperial Majesty was to receive, seated on his
throne as a p;rticuliir distinction, the delegate
from the King of Great Britain.

It was not merely for the convenience of a
great'space to contain the concourse of persons

' meeting on this occasion, that a tent was prefer-
red to a large apartment in the palace. The Tar-
tar dynasty, in conforming, in most instances, to
the customs of 2 much more numercus and more
civilized, tho vanquished nation, retained still a
predilection for its own ancient manners, in
which occasionally, and upon Tartar ground, it
took a pleasure in indulging. The moveable
dwellmg of a tent was, more than a permanent
palace of stone-and timber, the favourite residence
of a Tartar sovereign.

The tributary princes, those of the Imperial
family, and the great mandarines of the court,
formed together no inconsiderable group while
they were in waiting in front of the great tent.
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Each was decorated with distinctive marks of
the rank Lestowed upon him by the Emperor.

Several of the courtiers were partly dressed in
English cloth, instead of silk or furs, in which
only it had hitherto been allowed to appear before
his Imperial Majesty. As there had not been
Iately any particular scarcity of those materials,
the regulation which permits the use of English
cloths at court, was understood to be intended as
a compliment to the British Embassy; and it
was so represented to the Embassador, The con-
sumption of that atticle is likely to increase cons
siderably, by the example of wearing it, which
will be set in future by the higher orders of man-
darines; and is an advantage ‘granted through
civility, which cpuld not be demanded in a com-
mercial treaty

The princes were d1stmgulshed by the trans-
parent red button, which marks the highest of
the nine orders, as they werc fixed in the present
century by the Emperor Yong-ching. None of
the persons assembled on this occasion, wore a
mark inferior to the opaque red button, which
denotes the second order in the state. Some were
honoured with peacocks’ feathers stuck in an agate
tube, and pendent from the bonnet. In this dig-
nity there are three dcgrces, accordmg to the
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number of feathers granted to the wearers He to
whom three feathers had been presented by Im«
perial favour, thought himself thrice great and
happy. |

Those personages had each, in his own dis-
trict, a circle of courtiers dependent on -him,
and was abundantly impressed with ideas of his
own importance; but all were, in this place,
confounded in the ¢rowd, and their grandeur
lost in the contemplation of that of his Imperial
Majesty. 1t was the etiquette of respect towards
him, to be in waiting for him a ¢onsiderable time.
Some remained. part of the night in tlie garden
for this purpose. The Emperor was indeed ex-
pected not.long after the dawn of day, This
hour of meeting, so different from that of nations
which had passed through the various stages of
civilization, -to the périod of indolence and lux-
ury, brought back to retollection the usual hunt-
il;g occupation of - this people, whose daily chase
began as soon as the rising sun enabled them
to perceive and pursue their prey.

Before the Emperor’s arrival, the Embassa-
dor’s small tent was filled with a succession of
persons, whom curiosity excited, or civility in-
duced, to visit him. Among them were a brother
of the Emperor, a plain unaffected man, some-

voL. 1. - D
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what above the middle size, and past the m-i’ddlc
age; two of the Emperor’s sons, and as many
grandsons; thé former well-lobking men, cour-
teous and inquisitive: the latter young, tall, and
remarkably. handsome. Among the tributaries
was one who lived in the neighbourhood of the
Caspian sea, and spoke the Arabic language.
Knowing, probably, somewhat more of Europe
than the rest, he seemed to take a greater interest
in what related to the Embassy; but its avowed
and particular friend, was the respectable Viceroy
of Pe-che-lee ; who testified such pleasure in re-
newing his acquaintance with the Embassador,
and spoke of him in terms of so much esteem to
the surrounding circle, that the persons who
composed it, became strongly prepossessed in his.
Excellency’s favour. The whole Embassy seemed
to feel more confidence in this Viceroy's presence.

Soon after daylight the sound of several in-
struments, and the confused voices of men ata
distance announced the Emperor’s approach.
He soon appeared from behind a high and per-
pendicular mountain, skirted with trees, as if
from a sacred grove, preceded by' a number of
persons busied in proclaiming aloud his virtues
and his power. He was seated in a sort of open
chair, or triumphal car, borne by sixteen men;
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and was accompanied and followed by guards,
officers of the household, high flag and umbrella
bearers, and music. He was clad in plain dark
silk, with a velvet bonnet, in form not much
different from the bonnet of Scotch Highlanders;
on the front of it was placed a large pearl, which
was the only jewel or ornament he appeared to
have about him.

On his entrance into the tent he mounted im-
mediately the throne by the front steps, conse-
crated to his use alone. Ho-choong-taung, and
two of the principal persons of his household,
were close to him, and always spoke to him
upon their knees. The princes of his family,
the tributaries and great oﬂicers of state bemg al-
‘ready arranged in their respective places in the
tent, the president of the tribunal of rites con-
ducted the Embassador, who was attended by his
page and Chinese interpreter, and accompanied
by the Minister Plenipotentiary, near to the foot
of the throne, on the left hand side, which ac-
cording to the usages of China, so often the res
verse of those of Europe, is accounted the pldce
of honour. The other gentlemen of the Embassy,
together with a great number of mandarines and
officers of inferior dignity, stood at the greét
opening of the tent, from. whence most. of the

D2
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ceremonies that passed within. it, could be ob. .
served. '

His Excellency was habited in a richly em-
broidered suit of velvet, adorned with a diamond
badge and“star, of the Order of the Bath. Over
the suit he wore a long mantle of the same order,
sufficiently ample to cover the limbs of the
wearer, An attention to Chinese ideas and-
manners, rendered the choice in dress of some
importance ; and accounts .for this mention of
it. The particular regard, in every instance,
paid by that nation to exterior appearances, af-
fcgts even the system of their apParel, which is *
«alculated to inspire gravity and reserve. For
this purpose, they use forms the most distant
from those which discover the naked figure.
Indeed, among the most savage people, few or
none are found to whom an interior sentiment,
unconnected with any caution against inclemen-
cy of weather, does not suggest the propriety
of covering some portion of the human frame.
This sentiment, to which is given the name of
decency, as pointing out what is becoming to
do, increases generally with the progress of
civilization and refinement: and is carried no
where perhaps so far as among the Chinese, who
hide, for the most part in their loose and flow-
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ing robes, the bulk and forni of their limbs, In

this respect, thére is scarcely any difference be-
tween the dresses of the two sexes. Even the
imitation, by art, of the human figure, either
naked, or covered only with such vestments as
follow and display the contour of the body, is
offensive to Chinese delicacy : a delicacy which
has retarded the progress of painting and sculp-
ture, as far at least as relates to such subjects, m
that country. It has also led to the obligation
imposed upon the missionaries to adopt’the
dress of the natives, as being more chaste and
decent than the close and short clothes of mo-
dern Europe. '

The broad mantle, which as a Knight of the
Order of the Bath, the Embassaflor was entitled
to wear, was somewhat upon the plan of dress
most pleasing to the Chinese. Upon the same
principles, the Minister Plenipotentiary, being
an Honorary Doctor of Laws of the University .
of O)gford, wore the scarlet gown of that degree,
which happentd also to be suitable in a govern-
ment where degrees in learning lead to every
kind of political situation. The Embassador,
instructed by the president of the tribunal of

rites, held the !arge and magnificent square box
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of gold, adorned with jewels, in which was in-
closed his Majesty’s letter t6 the Emperor, be-
tween both hands lifted above his head; and in
that ‘manner ascending the few steps that led to
the throne, and bending on one knee, presented
the box, with a short address to his Imperial Ma-
Jesty; who, graciously receiving the same with
. his own hands, placed it by his side, and ex-
pressed “¢ the satisfaction he felt at the testimony
¢¢ which his Britannic Majesty gave to him of
¢¢ his ‘esteem and good will, in sending him an
¢¢ Embassy, with a letter and rare presents; that
¢¢ hg, on his part, entertained sentiments of the
«¢ same kind towards the Sovereign of Great
¢¢ Britain, and hoped that harmony should al-
*¢ ways be "‘maiitained among their respective
«¢ subjects,’’
This mode of reception of the representa-
tive of the King of Great Britain, was considered
- by the Chinese court, as- particularly honourable
and distinguished : embassadors being seldom
received by the Emperor on his throne, or their
credentials delivered by them into his own
hands, but into that of some of his courtiers.
These distinctions, so little material in them-
selves, were however understood by this refined
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people as significant of a change in the opinions
of their government in respect to the English;
and made a favourable impression upon their
minds.

His Imperial Majesty, after a little more con-
versation with the Embassador, gave, as the first
present from him to his Majesty, a gem, or pre-

, cious stone, as it was called by the Chinese; being
accounted by them of high value. It was up-
wards of a foot in length, and curiously carved
into a form intended to resemble a sceptre, such
as is always placed upon the Imperial throne,
and is considered as emblematic of prosperity
and peace.

The Chinese ctiquette requiring that Embas-
sadors should, besides the presents brought in
the name of the sovereign, offer others on their
own part, his Excellency, and the Minister, or
as the Chinese called him, the inferior Embas-
sador, respectfully presented theirs; which his
Imperial Majesty condescended to receive, and
gave in returrr others to them. Those presents

" were probably, on both sides, less valuable in
the estimation of the receivers than in that of
the donors ; but were mutually acceptable, upon
the cansideration of being tokens of respect on
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the one par t, and of favour and good will upon
the other. :

During the ceremonies, his Impenial Majesty
appeared perfectly unreserved, cheerful, and un-
affected, Far from being of a dark and gloomy
aspect, as he has been sometimes represented,
his eyes were full and clear, and his counte-
nance open. Such, at least, it appeared during
the whole time of the interview with the Em-
bassador, which was lengthened by the neces-
sity of interpreting whatever was said by either
party; which rendered the communication ex-
tremely tedious.

His Imperial Majesty,‘ adverting to the in-
convenience arising from such a circumstance,
inquired from ﬁiﬂchoong-taung, whether any
person of the Em‘béssy understood the Chinese
language; and being inlormed that the Embas-
sador’s page, a boy then in his thlrteenth year,
had alone made some proficiency in 1t, the Em-
peror had the curiosity to have the youth brought
up to the throne, and desired him to speak
Chinese. Either what he said, or his modest
countenance, or manner, was so pleasing to his
Imperial Majesty, that he took from his girdle
a purse, hanging from it for holding areca nut,
and presented it to him.
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Purses are the ribands of the Chinese mo-
narch, which he distributes as rewards of merit
among his subjects; but his own purse was
deemed a mark of personal favour, according to
the ideas of Eastern nations, among whom any
thing worn by the person of the sovereign, is
prized beyond all other gifts. It procured for
the young favourite the notice and caresses of
many of the mandarines, while others perhaps
. envied his good fortune. This Imperial purse
is not at all magnificent, being of yellow silk,
with blue embroidery, and some Tartar charac-
ters worked into it.

After these ceremonies were over, some Hin--
doo embassadors from Pegu, and Mahometans
from the neighbourhood of the Gaspian sea, were
introduced to the Emperor on the right hand
side of the throne. They repeated nine times
the most devout prostrations, and were quickly
dismissed. The English Embassador, and the
three persons who accompanied him, were then
conducted to cushions, on which they sat to the
left of his Imperial Majesty. The princes of
the Imperial family, the chief Tartar tributaries,
and highest mandarines of the court, were seated
according to théir ranks, nearer to, or farther
fromy the throné, His Excellency was placed
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about midway between it and the opposite ex-
treinity of the tent. A table was laid for every
two guests. As soon as all were seated, the tables
were uncovered, and exhibited a sumptuous ban-
quet. The tables were small; but on each
was a pyramid of dishes or bowls piled upon
each other, containing viands and fruits in vast
variety. A table was placed likewise for his
Imperial Majesty before the throne; and he
seemed to partake heartily of the fare that was
set before him. Tea wasalso served. The dishes
and cups were carried to him with hands up-.
lifted over the head, in the same manner as the
gold box had been borne by the Embassador.
An attentive consideration of those ceremonies,
wluch have ‘thus®the appearance of being meant
only to mark the prodigious distance between
the sovereign and his subjects in a monarchy al-
together absolute, has sometimes led to a con-
jecture, that they were not originally devised,
nor have since continued to be exacted, for the
sole purpose of gratification. It is obvious, that
during the performance of them, they effect a
physical, as well as imply a moral, inequality
between the party requiring, and him who pays,
such homage. The former, tho superior to alk
open force, may yet be conscious of being liable



EMBASSY TO CHINA. 43

to private treachery; and the suspicious mind,
which frequently accompanies unbounded power,
may have suggested such precautions against the
latent and desperate designs of individuals ad-
mitted to approach the person who possesses it.
The prostrations, the kneeling, both hands en-
gaged and uplified above the head, certainly ren-
der attacks less pracucable from people in those
postures,

A circumstance not less remarkable than those
ceremonies, was the solemnity and silence, ap-
proaching to religious awe, with which the whole
business was conducted. No conversation was
held among the guests, no bustle was perce':ptible
among the attendants. The commanding feature
of the scene, was the calm dignity and sober
pomp of Asiatic grandeur, which European re-
finements have not yet attained.

Throughout the day the Emperor’s attention
to his European guests did not abate. During
the repast, he sent them several dishes from his -
own table; and, when it was over, he sent for
them: and presented with his own hands to
them, a goblet of warm Chinese wine, not un-
like Madeira of an inferior quality. He asked
the Embassador the age of his own Sovereign;
of which being informed, he immediately re-



4.4 +EMBASSY TO CHINA. -

plied, that lie heartily wished him to equal hin-
self in‘yéars, which had already amounted to
eighty-three, and with as perfect health. He
was indeed yet so hale and vigorous, that he
scarcely appeared to have existed as many years,
fifty-seven, as, wn fact, he Itad governed the em-
pire. When the festival was entirely over, and
he descended from his' throne, he marched firm
and erect, and without the least symptom of infir-
mity, to the open chair that was waiting for him.

Soon after the: Embassador’s return home, he
received from the Emperor ‘presents of silks,
porcelain, and tea for himself, and all the gen-
tlemen of his suite. The silks were generally
ofa close and firm texture, and of a grave co-
lour, such a$ wete worn by men, Some were
woven into patterns of dresses, with the four-
clawed dragon, or Imperial tiger; and some
with the Chinese pheasant, embroidered in silk
of tints more lively than the ground: the former
intended for military, and the latter for civil,
mandarines of rank. The porcelain consisted
of detached pieces, slightly differing in form from
those which are generally exported. The tea
" was made up into balls of different sizes, by
means of a glutinous liquid, which united the
leaves together without altering their qualitiesy
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the tea thus preserving its original flavour. It
is brought from the southern province of Yunnan,
and is not usually imported into England. This
species of "tea is highly prized in China; but
habit has so much power over taste, that the
English prefencd that to which. they had been
accustomed.

Amiong the presents of fruits which were.
occasionally sent to the Embassador, were some
white grapes of ah uncommon form, being more
oblong than olives, and about the size of the
olives of Spain. *

Almost every intercourse in China between
superiors -and inferiors, is accompanied or fol-
lowed by reciprocal presents; but those made
by the former are granted as’dondtions, while
those on the part of the latter, are accepted as
offerings. Chinese terms, correspondent to these,
-are still applied to the plesents passing between
the Emperor and foreign princes, accordmg to
the official style of arrogated superiority affected
on these occasions by the. Chinese court; such as
the tone that was formerly assumed by the.chan-

- cery of the German empire towards the other
European powers. But when the Emperor of
China has occasion to make mention of himself,
especially if contradistinguished from any of his
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ancestors, or predecessors on the throne, he uses
the most modest, and indeed humble, expres-
sions, in every thing that relates to his own per-
son, according to the system of Chinese man-
ners; which, in the excess of precaution against
egotism, require, in the mention of one’s self]
that the most abject terms should be employed,
and the most exalted towards those who are ad-
dressed. .

The next object of civility immediately from
the Emperor, was an invitation to his Excellen-
cy and his suite to see the gardens or pleasure
grounds of Zhe-hol. In proceeding towards
them at the early hour in the morning, at which
all transactions are begun at this punctual court,
}hey met his Intperial Majesty, who stopped to
receive the Embassador’s salutations, and to tell
him that ¢ he was going to his devotions in the
¢ temple of Poo-ta-la; that as the English did not
¢t adore the same gods, he would not desire his
¢¢ Excellency to accompany him; but that he had
*¢ ordered his ministers to attend him through
“ his gardens.”

The Embassador, who thought that the ap-
pointment of any courtier of rank, unoccupied
with the affairs of state, to accompany him on
the proposed excursion, would have been a suf-
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ficient testimony of the Emperor’s attention, was
surprised to find Ho-choong-taung himself wait-
ing in a pavilion for him. The great Vizier of
the empire, he, whom the people almost con-
sidered as a second Emperor, was now ordered
to give up some portion of his time from the
calls and cares of government, to keep a stranger
‘company in a mere tour of pleasure and cu-
nos1ty

The satlsfactmn which his Excellency derived
from a circumstance that might contribute to an
intimacy favourable to the general object of his
mission, was damped by the presence of the
Thibet general, who accompanied the Colao,
as if fearful of the Embassador’s gaining any
ground with him, or that any explanation rela-
tive to the Thibet war might take place between
them. The general’s brother, who had a con-
siderable share in the administration, was also
present, together with another chieftain of high
quahty

These personages took the trouble of conduct-
ing his Excellency and his suite through the
pleasure grounds of a vast inclosure, forming,:
however, only a part of those great gardens, the
remainder being reserved for the use of the fe-
‘male part of the Imperial family, where those
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ministers had admission as little as the English.
They rode through a verdant valley, in which
Severa‘l trees, particularly willows of an uncom-
monly large girth, were interspersed, and be-
tween which the grass was suffered to attain its
‘most luxuriant height, with little interruption
from cattle or the mower. Arriving at the
shores of an extensive lake of an irregular form,
they sailed upon it till the yachts, in which
they had embarked, were interrupted by a bridge
thrown over the lake in the narrowest part; and
beyond which it seemed to lose itself in distance
and obscurity. The surface of the water was
partly covered with the Zen-wha, or species of
the lily mentioned in the fourth chapter of the
second volume, “to be growing in Pekin; and
which, tho in a more northern situation, and ata
cooler season of the year, still adorned the lake
with its spreading leates and fragrant flowers. |

The party stopped at 2 number of small pa-
laces, near the water’s edge, there being no one
very considerable edifice. There were other
buildings erected on the pinnacles of the highest
hills, and some buried in the dark recesses of
the deepest vallies. They differed in construc-
tion and ornament from each other, almost every
one having something, in the plan of it, ana-
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logous to the situation and surrounding objects;
but within each, was generally a public hall, hav-
_ing in the midst a throne and a few side rooms:
the-whole furnished with works of art from Eu-
rope, and rare or curious productions of nature
found in Tartary. Among the latter was an agate
of extraordinary size and beauty, supported on
a marble pedestal, and standing in one of the
pavilions upon the lake. This agate is four
feet in length, carved into a landscape, and
bears a copy of verses cut into it, which were
written by the Emperor. The best works of
art by natives of the country were carvings in
wood descriptive of natural objects grouped to-
gether with taste, and executed with truth and
delicacy. Some of the walls were covered with
paintings, representing the pleasures of the chase
in Tartary. In these the Emperor is always
seen at full gaHop, shooting wild beasts with
arrows. These paintings cannot stand the test
of European criticism. The trees, the birds,
some part of the landscape, and even the ani-
mals, were drawn with accracy; but they failed
in the human. figure, with which the spectator
being better acquainted, can more easily perceive
Where the imitation of it is defective. The pro-
Portions, the perspective were not preserved;
VoL, II1. E
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and the Chines¢, tho they succeed in a correct,
and sometimes lively delineation of individual
objects, cannot properly be said, in the present.
state of their arts, to be equal to the design and
composition of ‘a picture. One European por-
trait of a woman, of indifferent workmanship,
was seen hanging in one of the rooms. A well
executed statue in marble, of a naked boy resting
upon his knees and hands, was discovered in a
bed-chamber; and the figures in stone of a few
animals stood in a flower garden; beside mon-
strous and disgusting lions and tigers, in por-
celain, before several of the buildings. The
decorations which most abounded, and seemed
to be most admired by the conductors of the
party, were those artificial figures of men and
animals, imported from Europe, which, by
means of internal springs and wheels, produce
movements, apparently spontaneous. When
these machines appeared first in China, they
were considered as almost supernatural, and
fetched enormous prices.

In continuing their ride, the party found that
the grounds included the utmost inequality of
surface; some bearing the hardy oaks of porthern
hills, and others the tender plants of southern
vallies. Where a wide plain happened to accur,
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massy rocks were heaped together Yo diversify
the scene; and the whole seemed calculated to
exhibit the pleasing variety and striking contrast
of the ruggedness of wild, and the softness of
cultivated, nature. '

The gardens were enlivened by the move-
ments, as well as sounds, of different kinds of
herbivorous animals, both quadrupeds and birds;
but no menagerie of wild beasts was pérceived.
Some monstrous varieties of gold and silver
fishes were seen playing in ponds of pellucid
water, upon a bottom studded with pebbles of
agate, jasper, and other precious stones. ‘

. Throughout these grounds, they met no gra-
vel walks; no trees planted in belts, nor collect-
ed in clumps. Every thing seemed to be avoid-
ed which betrayed a regularity of design. No-
thing was observed to be directed, unless for
very short distances, by straight lines, or to
turn at right angles. Natural objects seemed
scattered round by accident, in such a manner as
to render their position pleasing; while many
of the works of human labour, tho answering
every purpose of convenience, were made to ap-
pear the produce of rustic hands, without the
assistance of a tool.

Some of the elegancies and beauties which are

E 2
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described as taking place in Chinese gardens,
were not perceived by ~the present visitors; But
the gardens of Yuen-min-yuen near Pekin, from
whence those descriptions are chiefly taken, are -
supposed to be more complete than those of Zhe-
hol; and- it were presumptuous to assert, that
what is omitted in the one, has been falsely at-
tributed to the other. )

These strangers had no chance of seeing any
part, if such there be at Zhe-hol, of the town in
miniature, which is supposed to be inclosed with-
in the boundaries of the garden destined for the
ladies of the palace; where the scenes of common
life, and the transactions and confusion of the
capital, are faithfully represented, according to
the accounts of a missionary, who, in quality of
an artist, is said to have been employed in the
- decoration of such a place, in the female part of
the gardens at Yuen-min-yuen. That account,
however it has been doubted, is not improbable.
The ladies of the palace, shut out from the world,
would, no doubt, be delighted by such a repre-
sentation of what passes in it; and the Emperor
cold feel no reluctance in gratifying their cu-
riosity, and, in some instances, his own. The
Embassador, in a former mission to Russia, saw,
at one of the Imperial palaces of Petersburg, the
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image. of a town with a number of workshops
and warehouses, prctended tradesmen, and the
usual business of life, represented in a very
lively manner for the amusement of the court;
tho it promlsed less entertainment there, where
none of the ladies were debarred, like those of
China, from the sight of what was really passmg
n the world.

During the "excursion ‘through the gardens
of Zhe-hol, which lasted several hours, Ho-
choong-taung paid great attention to the Em-
bassador, and indeed displayed all the good
breeding and politeness of an experienced cour-
tier. The deportment likewise of the other
minister was affable and obliging; not so, that
of his brother, the Thibet commander, which
was formal and repulsive. The violent pre-,
possession he had imbibed against the English,
was not attempted to be concealed by him. He
had had, no doubt, occasion, whilst at Canton,
to observe their bold and adventurous spirit;
and the idea of their wealth and power, capable
of vying even with the Chinese empire, was not,
perhaps, what had given him ‘the least offence.
It was in vain that the Embassador endeavoured
to conciliate his good humour, by introducing
the subject of his reputation as a warrior. It was
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natural to expect that he would be flattered by a
proposal to him, as a judge of military exercises,
to see a specimen of European evolutions per-
formed by his Excellency’s guard; but he replied
in a'sullen tone, that he had already seen those of
foreign troops; as if he did not expect that the
English would have any thing particular to dis-
play in that respect. He was not, indeed, willing
to allow them merit in any other. While the
gentlemen of the Embassy were going through
the several buildings in the gardens of Zhe-hol,
they were glad of any opportunity. of expressing,
through civility to their conductors, their appro- .
hation of what they ‘saw, wherever they found
room for praisg'; and they. were certainly not
backward in concurring in the general admi-
ration of the pieces of mechanism already men.
tioned, and which formed a part of that curious
and magnificent collection, called Cox's Mu-
seum, " which had been-made, and was formerly
shewn in London; but the General, inferring
from their applause,. that the sight was novel to
them, exultingly demanded, whether such per-
formances were to be found in England; and
was not a little mortified to learn, that it ‘was
from thence they came to China.

In the course of conversation between Ho-
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choond-taung and 'the Embassador, the ‘former
‘Tentioned that he had received accounts of the
arrival at Chu-san of the Lion and Hindostan,
His Excellency took that opportunity of request-
ing, that Captain Mackintosh, having had the
'happiness of paying his obeisance to the Em-
peror, might nowbe allowed to join his ship; but
the General, who kept clbse.ly to the Colao, di-
rectly interfered, exclaiming, that it was not pro-,
per that the stranger should be allowed to traverse
the Chinese empire. The Embassador foundit
necessary to wave the subject for the present; but
pressed the Colao to allow him soon thé means
of a short conversation in regard to it. The
extreme hwrry and multiplicity of business at
-this particular juncture, might have served Ho- -
chbong-tﬁung as an apology for declining 4 meet-
) ing for the present; but-he was still more effectu-
ally prevented by illness. The fatigue of this
day’s exercise, brought on him some complaints
to which he had long been subject. He seht, in
consequence, to the Embassador, a request to send
to him his English physician, whom he wished
to consult upon his case. Doctor Gillan accom-
panied the messenger to the Colao’s hoise, where
he found assembled some of the principal persons
of the faculty then at court, and who were attend-



56 EMBASSY TO CHINA."

ing, with no little anxiety, upon their illustrious
patient. ‘¢ He was attacked,” as Doctor Gil-*
lan mentioned, ¢ with violent pains, which af
¢¢ fected some of the larger joints of his arms and
¢ legs. He felt also excruciating pain about the
¢¢ Jower part of the abdomen; and a large swel-
¢« ling appeared, beginning at the ring of the
“ external oblique muscle on the right side, and
“ extending along the descending chord. He
* had often suffered under all these ailments,
< lyit seldom at the same time, The articular,
¢s and also lumbar and dorsal affections, general-
¢« ly recurred in spring and autumn; but the
*¢ abdominal pain and’ swelling had been more
¢¢ frequent in their recurrence, and weré shorter
¢¢ in their duration. The swelling appeared and
¢¢ disappeared sometimes op a sudden, but was
¢ greatest and most painful after making any
« particular exertion. These circumstances the
¢ Doctor learned from the Colao himself;. who,
¢« however, was surprised at such a number of
. *¢ questions, which the other physicians had.not
¢« thought it necessary to put to him. They drew
¢¢ their indications chiefly from the state of the
¢« pulse, in the knowledge of which they boasted
¢¢ the highest skill. According to their ideas,
s« every part of the body has a pulse peculiar to
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¢« itself, wich indicates what part of the system
s« suffers. They considered the pulse as a gene-’
¢¢ ralinterpreter of animal life, which pointed out
¢¢ every condition of the body; and that, by its
¢ means alone, the nature as well as seat and
¢ cause of disease, could be ascertained without
*¢ the necessity of any other information relative
¢ to"the patient. After a full examination of the
¢ Colao’s pulses, they had early decided, that the
‘¢ whole of his complaints were owingto a malig-
*¢ nant vapour or spirit which had infused 1tself
‘¢ into, or was generated in, his flesh, which shift-
¢¢ ed from place to place', always exciting pain in
<¢ the part in wiiich it fixed itself. Inconsequence
¢¢ of this opinion of the nature and cause of the
¢ disease, the method of cure was to expel the va-
¢¢ pour or spinit immediately; and this was to be
*¢ effected by opening passages for its escape, di-
‘¢ rectly through the parts affected. The operation.
*¢ had been frequently performed, and many deep
*¢ punctures made with gold and silver needles
¢ (which two metals only are admissible for the
‘¢ purpose), with exquisite pain to the patient.
. *#¢ 8till, however, the disease contipued its usual.
*¢ course; but this, from the authority and infor-.
** mation of his-pulses, was entirely owing to the,
* obstinacy of the vapour, which citherremained
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¢¢ in partin the body, in spiteof every effort todis-
* lodge it, or was uenexated in fresh quantities in
*¢ other parts, after havmg been expelled from the
¢ seat it had at first occupied. In their treatment
¢¢ of this disorder, the physicians had exhausted
s¢ a1l theirskill to no purpose. The original com-
¢¢ plaints still continued to recur; and were now
¢ more violent than at any former period. The
¢ faculty had proposed the same method of
i¢ treatment for the pain and swellmg of the
¢ Jower part of the abdomen, which they con:
¢¢ sidered in the same light as the affections of
¢¢ the joints, and as a part of the same disease.
¢¢ But this, the Colao, apprehensive of injury to
‘¢ some essential _part, could not be persuaded to
¢¢ submit to; and very fortunate it was for him’
¢¢ that he continued obstinate on that head.

¢« It was under these circumstances, that the
st Colao was desirous to. have the sentiments of
¢¢ an English physician on his case. After thé
“ first ceremonies upon the arrival of Doctor-
¢« Gillan were ended, and the teay fruit, and
‘ sweetmeats were taken away, the patient
¢ presented to him, first his right arm, and
¢¢ afterwards his Jeft, each resting upon a pil-
¢t Jow, that their pulses might the more accu-
« yately be examined. The Doctor, in com-
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“ pliance with the custom and prejudices of the.
L country, and that he might not shock the
L patient or the physicians by less attention than
¢ they thought requisite to that preliminary cir-
‘¢ cumstance, felt the pulses of both arms with
¢ much gravity, and for a long continuance.
¢¢ He told them at the same time, that the Euro-
¢ pean physician's seldom thought it necessary
¢¢ to feel the pulse in several different parts of the
“ body, because they knew that all the pulses
¢« corresponded together, and communicated with
¢¢ the heart,. and with each other, by means of
¢¢ the circulation of the blood; so that by know-
‘ ing the state of one artery or pulse, the state
“ of all’ the rest was likewise ascertained. The
¢« Golao heard this doctrine with astonishment ; :
“and the physicians were equally amazed at:
*¢ what was so novel to them. They were much
- disconcerted, as well as embarrassed, in their
** observations on what they heard. The Colao,
‘¢ at the Doctor’s request, and to satisfy himself
. “ on this subject, applied the fore-finger of his
“ right hand to the left temporal artery, and
* the same finger of his left hand to the right
‘¢ ankle, and found, to his great surprise, that
“ the beats of his pulse were every where simul-
“ taneous. He expressed his satisfaction at the
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«¢ proof which so simple and easy an expenment
¢« had afforded, of what had been asserted. The’
¢ Doctor told him, that beside the pulse, it was
*¢ necessary to gain information as to-the internal’
¢¢ sensations, and external circumstances of a pa-
¢¢ tient, in order to form a well founded Jud'g~
¢ ment of his disease. This conslderauon in-
¢ duced the Colao to answer all the Doctor’s
*¢ questions; and upon a full investigation, he
< appeared to labour under two distinct com-
¢¢ plaints. One was rheumatism, which first at-
¢¢ tacked him in the mountains of Tartary, where
¢ he had been long exposed to cold and rainy’
¢ weather ; and recurred at different periodé'
‘¢ afterwards. The second was discovered, on
¢ examination of the parts, to be a completely
¢¢ formed hernia. Had he been punctured as
¢¢ his physicians had proposed, the worst conse-
¢¢ quences would, in all probability, have soon’
¢¢ followed. '

¢« The Golao desired the Doctor’s explanation
¢ of the nature of bis ailments, together with the’
¢ methods of relief and cure which he proposed,
¢ to be put down in writing. He made him a
+¢ present of a piece of silk; and was pleased to
« say, that his ideas appeared clear and rational, '
« tho they were so new and distant from the
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“ notions prevalent in Asia, that they seemed as
¢¢ if they came from the inhabitant of another
«« planet.”

Tho the Colao was quickly relieved from the
most pressing of his complaints, no interview
could be had with him for some time by the Em-
bassador. The latter determined therefore to
write to him, to renew his solicitations for the
speedy departure of Capta‘i'n Mackintosh to join
his ship at Chu-san; and also to request, that
the private adventures, brought out‘by the ship’s
officers, should be permitted to be disposed of
there, and a cargo purchased out of the produce
of the adjoining provinces. No friendly mis-
sionary happened to be at Zhe-hol, who might
procure a proper translation of <his letter, as at
Pekin; but the interpreter found a person ca-
pable of turning, inte proper Ghinese expressions,
“the meaning of the letter, as verbally explained
to him; and the translation was copied, as usual,
and attested by the page. Itwas not to be ex-
pected that any further difficulty would remain
with regard to it; ytt some occurred in its trans-
mission. The Legate, who had'still the princi-
pal care of the Embassy, might have taken it, if
offered, and would probably promise to forward
or deliver it, as he had the papers hitherto con.
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fided to lli;n; but would certainly have spared
the Colao the trouble of reading it. His dispo-
sition towards the English was not softened by a
disgrace which lately had befallen him, and of
which, acc()rding to the report spread among the
Embassy, it was innocently the cause. The Em-
-peror happening to hear that the Embassador had
his Iinperial Majesty’s portrait in the great cabin
of the Lion, and flattered by the compliment,
desired the Legate to give an account of it, that he
might judge if it bore any resemblance to his per-
son; but finding by his evasive answers that he
had not seen it, not having been on board, as he
had been ordered, he was instantly degraded for
his disobedience; such a power being possessed,
and frequently exercised by the crown in China,
with regard to all degrees of dignity. The Le-
gate was reduced to wear an opaque white, in-
stead of a transparent blue, button; and a crow s’
instead of a peacock’s tail feather pendent from
his cap. Protected still, however, by Ho-choong-
taung, he retained his authority and offices.
None of the Chinese servants could be found
with courage sufficient to carry a letter without
his leave. No European <could make his way
alone to the Colao’s house, or penetrate into his
presence. But the Chinese interRretcr, -tho



_EMBASSY TO CHINA. 63

dressed in an Englis;h uniform, undertook the
errand. He was indeed obstricted, and even in-
sulted, by the rabble on the road ; but-arrived at
the Golao’s house, and put the letter into a pro-
per channel for its delivery without delay.

In the mean time the celebration of the Em-
peror’s anniversary, the seventeenth of !Septém-
ber, had taken place. To this ceremony, as to
the former, the Embassador and his suite were
called before the rising of the sun. The festival
may be considered as having lasted several days.
The first was consecrated to the purpose of ren-
dering a solemn, sacred, and devout homage to
the supreme majesty of the Emperor. The cere-
mony was no longer performed in a tent ; nor
did 1t partake of the nature of & banquet. The
princes, tributaries, embassadors, great ofhicers -
of state, and principal mandarines, were assem=
bled in a vast hall; and upon particular notice,
were introduced into an inner building, bearing,
at least, the semblance ofa temple. Itwas chiefly
furnished with great instruments of music, among
which were sets of cylindrical bells, suspended
in a line from ornamented frames of wood, and
gradually dlmmlshmg in sue from one extremity
to the other, and also manoular pieces of metal
arranged in the same order as the bells. To the
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sound of these instruments, a slow and solemn
hymn was sung by eunuchs, who had such a.
command over their voices, as to resemble the
effect of the musical glasses at a distance. The
performers were ‘directed; in gliding from one
tone to another, by the striking of a shrill and
“sonorous cymbal; and the judges of music among
the gentlemen of the Embassy were much pleas-
ed with their execution. The whole had indeed
a grand effect. During the performance, and at
particular signals, nine times repeated, all the
persons present prostrated themselves nine times,
except the Embassador and his suite, who made
a profound obeisance. But he whom it was
meant to honour, continued, as if it were in i~
tation of the Deity, invisible the whole time.
¢ The awful impression intended to be made
upon the minds of men, by this apparent worship
of a fellow mortal, was not judged proper to be
effaced by any immediate scenesof sport or gaiety,
which were postponed to the following day. It
was not deemed, however, inconsistent to visit in
the mean time some of the temples in the neigh-
bourhood, which had been erected by the Em pe-
ror. Sun-ta-zhin, one of the courtiers who had
been of the party through the garden, politely of-
fered to accompany the Embassador. This Tartar
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chief was lately promoted to the rank of Colao,
or to that first class of mandarines, of whom there
are ‘'scarcely above half a dozen in'the empive.
He had, some time since, been employed in the
frontiers of Russia, to accommodate disputes that
had arisen with that nation. Hesaid, that he had
negotiated at Hiachta with a Russian general,
who wore a red riband agd star like those of
the Embassador; and with this general he soon
terminated all differences. Hearing that his Ex-
“cellency had formerly been upon a mission to
that country from his Majesty, he was very par-
ticular in- his inquiries concerning the riches,
power, and political projects of that court.” In
his turn, he answered several questions of cu-
riosity in regard to Ghina. "The conversation
became interesting, and, in some degree, con-
fidential. He was intelligent and attentive; and
the sort of intimacy which commenced at this
time between him and the Embassador, became
afterwards of much use.

In the course of their ride together on the pre:
sent occasion, they visited several temples. *Some
stood on gentle elevations, some on -the plain,
and - others on the summit of high hills, 'ap-
proachable only by rocky: stairs of  difficult
ascent. Of those templesy one contained mnot

VOL, IiI. F
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fewer than five hundred gilt statues, ‘somewhat
bigger than the life, of deceased lamas renowned
for sanctity; some were represented in the at-
titudes of constraint and inconvenience, in which,
from an impulse of extraordinary devotion,
and a ‘secret'desire of being admired for it, they
preserved the vow they had made to continue
‘whilst they lived. But the most considerable
foundation was the Poo-ta-la, or grand temple
of Fo, consisting of one great, and several small-
er, edifices. The principal was a grand cathedral-
of a square form, each side of which is about
two hundred feet. It differs from every. other
Chinese building ; the outside very much resem-
bling the front - of an European edifice, It was
of g{'eat height; containing eleven rows of win-
dows, implying as many stories, or ranges of
apartments, one above another. The front was
handsome and well finished, but plain and uni-
form. The square, or principal building of Poo-
ta-la, includes a duadrangle, in' the centre of
which is the golden chapel, so termed from the
materials in which it, apparently at least, a-
bounds. A spacious corridor below, and open
galleries above, connected the apartments.ofthe
quadrangle. In the' middle of the chapel’ there
was a space railed off, and, elevated abave the
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floor; presenting threé altars richly adorned, anid
three colossal statues of Fo, his wife, and child.
- Behind' these altars, in a dark recess, was 'the.
sacred tabernacle, dimly lighted by a selitary.
Jamp, as if meant to inépire religious horror.
As thé strangers approached, the curtain, pait of
which had been drawn aside, was closed, to shut
out the shrine from the curiosity. of the profane.
They immediately ascended to the top of the
chapel, to see the roof and broad projection co-
vered with- plates; which, as well as the statues
on the altars below, were said to be of solid gold/
No expence seemed, indeed, to have been spared
in the construction and decoration of this temple
by the Emperor, who, in other respects, was not
considered as profuse. Thgre were not fewer
than eight hundred lamas attached to Poo-ta-la..
The visitors found many of them sitting cross-
legged in rows upon the chapel floor, singing in
2 low key from papers, on which were.a few co-
lumns of neat writing in the Tartar language.
Some were consecrated to the temple {rom their
childhood. All were employed 'in the -perfor-
mance of the exterior ceremonies of religion, and
contributed, no doubt, to its magnificence; but
few of them were described as having, cither by
the strictness of their conduct, or the supeuonty

F 2
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qf their education, acquired that influence over
the multitude, which might be made subservient
to the maintenance of the peace and good order
of society : thus fulfilling the civil or temporal
purposes of religious institutions. It were in-
deed not difficult to account for the costly de-
votion of the Emperor towards Fo, on the sup--
“position, which was credited by some about him,
that, from a contemplation of the great length
and unparallcled prosperity of his reign, he had
gradually ‘brought himself to imagine, that his
favourite deity had vouchsafed to become incar-
naté in his person. Enthusiasm, it is true, is
often known to accompany the most éhining ta-
lents. VVhatever may be the ground for attri-
buting to this great prince so whimsical a fancy, -
he has certainly displayed much vigour and ca-
pacity of mind, as well as personal activity, and
unremitted attention in the administration of his
government: by which means he has not only
kept together the several parts of a vast empire;
but has reduced, besides, to his subjection, a
country extending forty degrees in longitude to
the west, and nearly equal in size, tho not in
value or population, to what he had inherited.
It is with him no less a measure of policy,
than'it is of gratification, to assemble his great
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vassals, the governors of his provinces, and com-

.manders of his armies, occasionally at his court,
to receive the renewal of their allegiance, and to
display before them all the pomp of greatness, to
which their own presence, as well as that of em-
bassies from foreign princes, considerably contri-
bute; to distribute new dig}}ities and rewards
among the former ; and to leave upon their minds,
in their return into their respective departments,
* an impression of his power repressive of their
ambition, and.of his munificence capable of secu-
ring their attichment, The parade of troops on
the first day’s celebration of the anniversary,
-amounted, according to the computation of Cap-
tain Parish, nearly to eighty thousand men.
.The number of mandarines was about twelve
thousand.

Fora few days afterwards, a variety of enter-
tainments was exhibited in presence of the Em-
peror, surrounded by his court. The spectators
themselves formed an imposing spectacle; but it
wanted that peculiar brilliancy, that animating
gaiety, which accompany the assemblages of both
sexes, To eyes accustomed to such meetings,
those of men alone, have always the appearance
more of business than of pleasure. Nor were
there at Zhe-hol any sports or tournaments, in
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which the courtiers and visitors bore themselves

a part. No-races or exercises on horseback, as

among Tartars might have been expected. The
shews were entirely Chinese. Individuals who
excelled in any particular talent: meén who, by
natural agility or strength, and by dint of appli-
cation, became capable of performing extraordi-
nary feats were collected together on the present
occasion. The persevering diligence of some of
the Chinese, had rendered them masters in the’
~ art of balancing their bodies upon a wire, while
walking uponit; or a ladder, while passing
through its rungs; or several light materials tot-
tering in the air; or of operating with their
hands so slight}y, and distracting the attenfion
of others so completely, as to deceive the sense
of sight, All these exhibited in theirturns; and
served to gratify even those who had seen simi-
lar performances before, on the reflection of the
difficulties surmounted in such exertions. On
this principle, the exercises which followed, of
tumbling and posture-making, had also their

admirers. No games were played in which the

interest arose from the contention of the parties,

except that of wrestling, the most ancient per-

haps of all; and in which each of the comba-

tants appeared to aim, notwithstanding the em-



EMBASSY TO‘CHINA! 71

barrassment of long robes and clumsy boots, at
raising his antagonist into the air, and afterwards
laying him flat upon the ground. This aim was
sometimes accomplished by muscular efforts dex-
terously applied.

Inhabitants of the different districts of the Em-
peror’s wide domains appeared in separate groups,
and in the costume of: their respective countries.
Whatever was particular in their usual exercises
or habits, was here displayed. Several of them
danced in a pleasing manner, and with graceful
attitudes, There was some singing, and a vast
variety of musical instruments. The musicians
affected mostly slow and plaintive airs, not un-
like those of the Highlanders of Scotland ; which
they played in exact and measured time. To
Mr. Hiittner, a good judge of music, it appeated,
that ¢ theirgammut was such as Europeans would
¢ call imperfect, their keys being inconsistent:”
¢¢ that is, wandering from flats to sharps, and
¢« inversely ; except when directed by a bell struck
¢¢ tosound theproper notes.” Mr. Hiittner farther
observed, ¢¢ that the Chinese, in playing on in-
¢« struments, discovered no knowledge of semi-
¢ tones, nor did they seem to have any idea of
“ counterpoint, or parts in music. There was
* always one melody, however great the number
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¢¢ of performers; tho, in a few instances, some of
¢ the instruments played in the lower octave,

¢¢ while the rest continued in the upper.; and thus

L approached to harmony.” To the musicians,

succeeded several hundred persons dressed in an .
uniform of olive-coloured tunics, who sung and

danced in fancied ballets, representing, by the

help of lights in transparent lanterns of different

hues, such Chinese characters as conveyed great

praise of his Imperial Majesty. In the night,

these ballets would have appeared more brilliant,

from contrast ; but no amusement could be pro-

tracted to that time, as the Emperor, who rises

for the most part before the sun, to the dispatch of
the affairs of state, and to his devotions, generally

retires before it sets.

Afier the ballets, fire-works were played .off,
and even in the day-time had a striking effect.
Some of the contrivances were new to the English
spectators.  Out of a large box, among other in-
stances, lifted up to a considerable height, and
the bottom falling out as if it were by accident,
came down a multitude of paper lanterns, folded
flat as they issued from the box, but unfolding
themselves from one another by degrees. As
each lantern assumed a regular form, a light was

suddenly perceived of a beautifully coloured
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flame, burning brightly within it; leaving doubt-
ful, by what delusion of the sight those lanterns
appeared, or by what property of combustible
materials they became, thus lighted, without any
communication from the outside to produce the
flame within. This devolution and development
were several times repeated, with a difference of
figure every time, as well as.of the colours, with
~ whichthe Chinese seem to have theart of clothing
fire at pleasure. On each side of the large box
was a correspondence of smaller boxes, which
opened in like manner, and let down a kind of .
net-work of fire, with divisions of various forms,
which shone like burnished copper, and flashed
like lightning with every impulse of the wind.
The whole ended with a volcand, or eruption of
artificial fire, in the grandest style.

All those entertainments were exhibited to ad-
vantage on the lawn before the Emperor’s great
tent,"and 1in the open air. They weve preferred,
on this occasion, to the more refined pleasures of
dramatic performances, however relished by the
Chinese; but. which many of the Tartars, and
other foreigners as well as the English, among
the audience, could not understand. A select
party, including.the Embassador and principal
gentlemen of his suite, was invited to the exhibi-
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tion of a pantomime; in the playhouse belonging
to the ladies of the palace, which was situate
in the boundary between their private pleasure
grounds, and the Emperor’s great garden. It
was a small but handsome building, several sto-

ries high. There were three open theatres, or

stages, one above another. Opposite the lowest

stage were deep 'boxes for the guests, and over

them were retired and latticed galleries for the .
Iadies, who, without being seen, could discern

what was passing upon either stage. They had

net probably any view into the boxes; for the

Emperor being disposed to indulge their desire

of secing some person of the Embassy, one of

the eunuchs conducted the youth already men-

tioned, out of the Embassador’s box, upon a plat-

“form within the ladies’ view.

Instead of human figures upon the stage, the
actors assumed the forms of other animated be-
ings, as well as of inanimated productions, of
the land and sea. They filled the three several
stages, forming a kind of epitome of the world,
and performing parts, which, by some, were
conjectured to represent the marriage of ocean
and the earth, This pantomime consisted of se-
veral acts; and the motions and evolutions of the
actors lasted a great part of the afternoon.



EMBASSY TO CHINA. v5

Between the acts, many of the spectators went
into the Embassador’s box, to see and converse
with him. Most of them were Tartars: few ori~
ginal Chinese being invited to Zhe-hol. There

*were likewise two Mussulmen, chiefs of some
hordes of Galmoucks, who, not long since, on
occasion of discontent or misunderstanding with
the government of Russia, migrated in great num-
bers from the northern coast of the Caspian Sea
into Chinese Tartary, and put themselves under
the Chinese Emperor’s protection. He gave them
a'very favourable reception, and decorated these
two leaders with buttons of dignity, and peacocks’
feathers to their caps.

‘His Imperial Majesty, who, scemed, not only
in every important measure that he pursued, but
even in every step of his erdinary conduct, to be
attentive to the impression it was likely to produce
on the minds of foreigners, as well as of his own
subjects, took an opportunity of calling the Em-.
bassador ‘to him, to-say, that ‘¢ it was only on
¢« particular occasions, like the present, that he
«¢ assisted at such spectacles; the care of watching
*¢ over the safety of his people, and'enacting laws
“¢ for thear welfare, necessarily demandihg every
+ moment of his time.”

His Imperial Majesty had, however, in fact,
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~ put such order in the investigation of public af
fairs, and had made such an excellent distribu-
tion of his time, that he found leisure to cultivate
some of the polite arts, without neglecting the
concerns of his crown; he wrote even poems,”
which indicate taste and fancy, with an attentive
view of nature. They are less remarkable for-
invention, than for philosephical and moral
truths; and resemble more the epics of Voltaire,
than those of Milton. He presented 2 few stanzas
to the Embassador for his Majesty, together
with some curious and precious gems, which he
particularly valued, from having been, he said,
eight centuries in his family; and gave them as
an earnest of perpetual friendship. He was also
fond of painting and drawing, and kept the few
missionaries employed, who were capable of cul-
tivating those arts. IHe was even nice in the for-
mation of the Chinese characters, for which, as
for drawings, the pencil is always used. He ap-
-proved of the Ghinese papers, thus copied, by the
Embassador’s page; and judging that he could
employ his pencil also to ather purposes, he sent
to him for such of his drawings as he had made
from objects in China;j of the correctness of
which, the Emperor could, be a judge. The
youth, who was an indifferent draughtsman,
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was much embarrassed by this request; but
sought for easy subjects, such as the leaf and
flower of the favourite nenuphar of the country,
and the purse which the Emperor had vouch-
safed to give him. The idea pleased his Imperial
Majesty, who signified his satisfaction by other
presents to him.

After the festivities were over, the Tartar
princes began soon to prepare for their return
home. They were the chiefs of numerous clans
dependent on them, and could bring large bodies
of troops into the field. They were often called
upon in time of war, and had their respective
stations, rank, and duty, assigned to them under
the grand banners of Tartary, Their lands, or
fiefs, were properly hereditary by primogeni-
ture; but it was of late become necessary for the
heir, on the death of his ancestor, to receive a
sort of investiture from the Emperor, who sel-
dom, and in very special cases, refuses it. These
Tartar princes qsual]y marry the daughters and
nieces of the Imperial family, and hold a supe-
rior rank at court in consequence of this alliance.
Their education is usually directed to military
pursuits, and their weapons, the bow and scimi-
tar; but many of them are acquainted with the

history and geography of their .own country.
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They hold the Emperor in the greater veneration;
as considering him descended from Kublai-Khan,
the conqueror of China in the thirtéenth century.
His descendants being in the fourteenth century

expelled from the throne of that empire, fled into,

the country of the Man-choos in eastern Tar-
tary; and from their intermarriages with the
natives, sprung the Bog-doi Khans, who, in the
last age; entered China, and formed the present
dynasty: a dyhasty hitherto most fortunate. Its
four first reigns, the last not yet terminated in
1793, have continued one hundred and forty-
nine years; the longest perhaps of any four, in
an uninterrupted succession, that are remem-

bered; except, indeed, those of the last four reign- -

ing princes of the ancient monarchy of France,
which continued one hundred and eighty-three
years; tho the last sovereign, and best likewise
of his race, was cut off by an untiniely death.
But the four Chinese reigns, tho over a people
whose subjection was completed only in the
course of them, and who.are not yet perfectly
reconciled, were not only long, but almost be-
yond example, prosperous. The firstindeed, tho
began in a minority, had all the vigour and ex-
ertion of a new dynasty; and those which suc-
ceeded, were equally remarkable for wisdom,

-
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firmness, and activity. The last is brilliant like- -
wise by its victories. That year, which in the
British annals is justly termed the glorious 1759,
was glorioas also to Ghen-Lung. He completed
in that year, the conqueést of the Eleuths, who
possessed ‘a great portion of what formerly was
called Independent Tartary.

The present boundaries,.of the dominions
of the Emperor are acknowledgesl by the Rus-
sian maps. Fach of those empires contains
a surface of about four millions of square
miles, or nearly one-eleventh part of the ter-
rene globe, and equal to two-third parts of Eu-
rope, These two great empires join at some
of their extremities; and, together, form not
much less thari one-fifth portion of the earth;
but in the calculation of the Russian territories,
are included that vast and inhospitable tract,
bounding on the frozen sea, and bearing a great
proportion to the remaining habitable part. of that
empire. Whereas, all the Chinese dominions
are in situations fit and destrable for man.
Most of them lie in the happiest part of the
temperate zone, under fifty degrees of north lati-
tude. A small part only extends to the south-
ward within the tropics: the whole empire ca-
pable.of, and much of it actually abounding in,.
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the most useful productions, as well asnch in the
arts of civilized life.

The Emperor divides his time accordmg to
the seasons; the winter in his Chinese, the sum-
mer in his Tartar, territories, Moukden is the
capital of the ancient possessions of his family,
which he has greatly embellished and enlarged,
and where he is supposed to have accumulated
vast treasures; as if he still distrusted the hold
he has of China, where indeed, he is considered
as a stranger. Throughout Asia, men are not so
muchdistinguished by the places oftheir nativity,
as by the races from which they sprung. Tho
the Emperor Chen-Lung, be the fourth in de-
scent from him who successfully invaded China
in the last age, and tho the last three succeeding
generations were all born at Pekin, yet they are
universally regarded by their subjects, and they
regard indeed themselves, as Tartars. Their
principal ministers, their confidential servants,
the chiefs of their armies, most of their wives,
concubines, domestics, and eunuchs, are of that
race. Every male in China, of Tartar parents
or descent, is allowed 2 stipend from his birth,
and is registered among the servants of the prince.
"These form his body guards, to whom his per-
sonal safety is confided. Such-a preference of
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Tartars, apparently partial and impolitic, was
deemed absolutely necessary in the commence-
ment of the dynasty, when the conquest of th::
- country was not complete; and little reliance
was to be placed on the fidelity of those who had
been vanquished. It became, however, the source
of additional disaffection, which, in its turn, call-
ed for the continuance of the ‘neasure that pro-
duced it. No change in the circumstances of the
Tartar and Chinese nations since they became
subject to one sovereign, has contributed to their
union, or to overcome the opposition approach-
ing to antipathy, which must have previously
subsisted between a warlike people ever endea-
vouring to invade, and a civilized people always
struggling to exclude, their neighbours. It is
still 2 common saying in the provinces of China
where those invaders most abound, that no half
a dozen natives are assembled together for an
hour, before they begin to clamour against the
Tartars. The sovereigns of the present dynasty
have, hitherto, ostensibly conformed to, rather
than exclusively adopted, the Chinese manners,
laws, and language. It is, perhaps, scarcely to
be expected that it will continue long enough up-
on the throne to melt entirely into Chinese. The
present dynasty has already lasted almost as long
YOL: ML, G
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as the average of those which preceded it; ag
each indeed, owed its origin to talents and ac.
tivity, taking advantage of favourable circum-
stances, so it seldom survived the weak ‘struggle
of indolence and incapacity, against calamity or
disturbance. The principle of hereditary right,
so long the support of other thrones, does not ap-
pear to have been ingrafted into the minds of
the Chinese, who seem to-look to power only,
which is a less stable tenure, as the foundatibn of
authority; but hitherto the Tastar princes of the
present dynasty, have continued to maintain
theirs with a steady and strict hand ; and the de-
sire of perpetuating the stability and uniformity
of their government, has directed them to the
choice of theirssuccessors, with a view to effect-
tuate this purpose with the greater certainty.
The present Emperor determined some time
since upon a measure, which might not be
attended with a similar consequence in other
countries: that of 'resigning his crown at a pe-
riod, which, though at that time distant, his
vigorous constitution rendered it probable he
should survive; thus enabling him to place be-
yond risk, the accession of him whom he. might
appoint to be his heir; and whom, whether his
son by nature or adoption, the sentiments of
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‘hlial piety, which in China, are not to be shaken
“even by a throne, as well as those of gratitude
and affection, would engage to follow the ex-
ample and advice of his predecessor. And it is”
likely that Chen-Lung will have had the grati-
fication of enjoying in another, the dignity and
power he has communicated to him, without
being himself deprived of either.

Of the several sons of the Emperor, only four
are .now alive, the eighth, the eleventh, the
fifteenth, and seventeenth. The eleventh being
* Governor of Pekin, continued there during his
“father’s absence. The others were at Zhe-hol; of
these, the two youngest were understood to be the
- most promising. They were likewise courteous
in their manners, fond of acquiring information
about other countrics, and curious in examining
the inventions and 1mprovement imported from
thence.

The Emperor’s great age no longer permitting
him to follow the grand chase of wild beasts in
the forests of Tartary, as he had been accustom-
ed to do after the celebration of his birthday, he
determined on his speedy return to Pekin, and
it was settled that the Embassador should precede
him thither.

Before his Excellency’s departure from Zhe-

G2
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hol, he received an answer, through the Legatc,
from 'Ho-choong-taung,' to the letter he had sent
some. time before, announcing to him, that the
Hindostan should be permitted to sell goods and
purchase produce at Chu-san, under the auspices
of the principal mandarines, who should guard
against any frauds that might be attempted by the
natives ; and moreover, that as she had come out
laden in great measure with presents for the Em-
peror, she should be subjéct to no duties on her
return, which was a boon that had not been re-
quested; but that it was inconvénient to suffer
Captain Mackintosh to go at this time to join his
. ship, the business of which must continue to be
conducted by the people to whom she was then
entrusted. “

This answer was more favourable than was ex-
pected from the channel through which it came,
exeept as to the latter clause; and this was ow-
ing probably to the remonstrances of the Thibet
General, in consequence of that subject having
been mentioned when he happened to be pre-
sent. The virulence of his opposition to the
English nation, did not seem abated; and no-
thing was, perhaps, more desirable for its in-
texest in China, than that he should neither be
continued in the councils of the Emperor, or be
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sent back .to .the vice-royalty of Canton, where
he might oppress the factory there, or misrepre-
sent their conduct and disposition in his dis-
patches to the government.

Captain Parish ascertained the latitude of Zhe-
hol, to be 41 degrees 58 minutes north, During
the short stay of the Embassy there, the weather
was remarkably dry, and‘the sky serene and
clear.

Plants, collected n the Journey between Pekin and

Zhe-hol in Tartary.
Sédum. Berberis. :
" Dianthus. Convallariamultiflora,

Tribulus terrestris,
Linnzi.

Cassia procumbens, Os-
beck and Thunberg,
non Linnzi.

Sophora japonica.

Polygonum lapathifo-
lium Linnei.

Polygonum fagopyrum,
Lin. ¥ -

——— another species,

Lin.
verticillata, Lin.

Asparagus.

Crassula spinosa, Lin.

another species.

Sambucus nigra, Lin-
nai.

Sambucus umbellata,

Bupleurum.

Swertiarotata, Linnei.

Ulmus.
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Chznopodium, three
species.

AsclepiasSibirica,Lin.

Vitis heterophylla,
Thunberg.

Euonymus.

Rhamnus, four species.

Capsicum.

Solanum nigrum, Lin-
nai.

Physalis alkekengi,
Linnzi.

Hyoscyamus niger,
Linnzi.

Campanula, two spe-
cies.

Convolvulus, two spe-
cies.

Lysimachia.

Echium.

Cistus. .

Sanguisorba officinalis,
Linnzi.

Rubia cordata, Thun-
berg.

Scabiosa leucantha,
Linnai.
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Scabiosa leucantha,

another species.

Aristida.

Arundo. -

Avena.

Briza eragrostis, Lin.

Poa.

Panicum crus corvi,
Linnai.

glaucum, L.

italicum, L.

viride, L.

ciliare, Retz.

obs.

another species.

Saccharum.

Cyperus iria, Linnzi.

another species.

Morza chinensis, Lin-
nl.

Ixiachinensis, Linnzi.

Valeriana.

Amethystea czrulea, -
Linnai.

Veronica, two species

Syringa vulgaris, Lin-
nzli, ‘
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Quercus. Morus.
Salix. Fraxinus.
Pinus. Aster.
Nicotiana. ' Pxonia.

Allium. . Matricaria.

o
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CHAPTER 1II.

RETURN TO PEKIN, OBSERVATIONS AND OCCUR~
RENCES THERE, AND AT YUEN-MIN-YUEN.

A vist assemblage of strangers could not con-
tinue long at Zhe-hol without inconvenience.
The principal of those who attended there on the
occasion of the anniversary of the Emperor's
birth, départed from thence, in different direc-
tions, at the same time with the British Embas-
sador, onthe twenty-first of September. Amongst
those whose route lay, likehis, to the southward,.
were the delegates' from Pegu, and other king-
doms bordering upon some of the Chinese pro-
vinces. Very different motives from those which
occasioned the present Embassy, induced the so-
vereigns of those states tosend persons frequently
to represent them at the court of Pekin, Their
dominjons were not only vastly inferior to China
1in extent and population, but from a weak and
unsteady government, and the frequency of in-
testine divisions, were little able to cope with
that great empire; nor could they rely, for their
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support, upon the assistance of other princes,
actuated by the jealousy of maintaining the ba-
Iance of Asiatic power. It was, therefore, bes
come generally a maxim of political prudence
with them, to acknowledge a sort of vassallage to
China, by sending tribute, and paying homage,
to the Emperor, in order to avoid a more direct
interference; and the danger;if they resisted, of
entiresubjugation in a contest so unequal. Those
delegates were placed under the conduct of some
inferior mandarines; and a moderate yet decent
stipend was allowed for their maintenance dur-
ing their stay in the country. But the man-
darines, trusting to the difficulties that a stranger
always experiences, in conveying a complaint,
. and the hazard of attempting it, ‘gave way to the
contempt which they felt for those foreigners, and
often treated them with indignity. Those man-
darines also, receiving themselves very small
salaries from government, felt little scruple in
taking advantage of so favourable an opportunity
to derive emolument from defrauding the persons
under their care, of a considerable share of their
allowance. Luckily in such circumstances, those
men had been habituated to the hardships of a
military life; nor were their minds so refined
as to feel humiliationvery poignantly ; and their
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chief mortification, perhaps, arose from the supe<
vior treatment of the English Embassy.

The same parade, as formerly, continued to
attend it. As it was no longer encumbered with
the presents carried to Zhe-hol, and left there,
the determination was taken of travelling faster
than before, but still of stopping at some of the
Emperor’s palaces, where all things were made
ready for the reception of the Embassador and his
retinue. Thehighways which werenow repaired,
facilitated their progress. One indeed was re-
served for the use of the Emperor alone. This
was rendered perfectly level, dry, and smooth.
Cisterns were contrived on the sides of the Im-
perial road, to hold water for sprinkling it oc-
casionally, in order to keep down the dust.
Parallel to the Emperor’s, was another road, not
quite so broad, nor swept continually with so
much care, but perfectly commodious and safe:
This was intended for the attendants of his Im-
perial Majesty; and upon this, the British Em-
bassy was allowed to pass. All other travellers
were excluded from these two privileged roads,
and obliged to endeavour to make out a path
wherever they were able.

Short as was the interval which elapsed since

the Embassy had gone along this route. to Zhe-
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hol, the change in ‘the temperature already was
considerable ; and a greater dcgre\e of cold experi-
enced, than in a similar latitude at the same sea-
son in Europe. It affected, indeed, the human
frame with a keenness seldom felt in Eng]and.
When the gentlemen of the Embassy arrived
at Koo-pe-koo, near which they had already vi-
sited and examined the greatwall, insatiate curio-
sity excited some of them to inspect once more that
ancient bulwark. Here they had a fresh instance
of the extreme jealousy of the government, or of
the persons commanding under it. The breach
through which those travellers before had passed
to. mount the wall, was, during their absence,
stopped up with stone and rubbish, so as to pre-
vent their passage. The Tartar and Chinese at-
tendants seemmed, indeed, in all cases, to be em-
barrassed between the fear of offending guests
they were ordered to respect, if they should at-
‘tempt to put any actual constraint upon their
actions, and the dread of being responsible for
suffering strangers to have too near an insight
of the country. The policy of these persons
consisted chiefly in diverting the strangers from
curious objects of pursuit, by indirect methods,
and by throwing obstructions, apparently acci-
dental, in their way ; and the gentlemen of the
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Embassy, from prudence partly, and partly from
consideration towards their attendants, desisted
frequently from excursions and mqumes per-
fectly harmless in themselves,

In the beginning of this journey, one of the
Embassador’s guards died of a surfeit, as was
supposed, of fruit. His death happened in one
of the Emperor’s palaces; but such is the extra-
ordinary delicacy of this people in every thing
relating to their dread sovereign, that it was con-
trary to rule to have allowed any person to
breathe his last within the Imperial precincts.
The conductors, therefore, of the Embassador,
directed the: corpse of this European to be car-
ried from thence in a palanquin, as if still alive;
and his death was announced at some distance
upon the road.

Another person belonging to one of the Em-
bassador’s suite, labouring under a dysentery,
stopped at a Chinese inn, and was induced to
consulta physician of the place, who, to the doc-
trine of the pulse, added a discourse upon the
different temperaments of the human frame, and
unluckily attributing his patient’s suffering to
the predominance of cold humours, prescribed
for him strong doses of pepper, cardamoms, and
ginger taken in hot show-choo or distilled
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spirit; 'a medicine which so exasperated all the
symptoms of his disorder, that he had much dif-
ficulty to escape alive to Pekin,

The return of the Embassador and his suite to -
that capital, was a joyful event to such of the an-
cient companions of the voyage as he had left
there behind him. They had lived, in that in-
terval, a retired and secluded life. Many, in-
deed, of the missionaries were nearly as desirous
of their society, as exiles usually are to see their
countrymen in a foreign land; and accordingly,
in the beginning, some of the fathers called upon
the English every day; but this very intimacy
contributed, perhaps, to arouze the extreme jea-
lousy of the Chinese against both. The long re-
sidence of the former did not exempt them from
the general mistrust entertained of foreigners;
and nothing could be more dangerous or extra-
vagant, than the designs attributed to the latter,
particularly in letters from Canton and Macao.'
It was quickly determined by the officers of go-
vernment at Pekin, that as little opportunity as
possible should be afforded by any communi-
cation between the old and new Europeans there.
Under some futile pretence of preventing the ser-
Vants aitending upon the former from purloining
any of the Embassador’s effects left 'in his hotel
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during his absence, that missionary alone was
permitted’ to continue going there, who had
been appointed to inquire into the wants of the
. persons remaining behind his Excellency, and to
transact any necessary business for them. Their
foreign dress also attracted an intrusive mob
about them whenever they ventured into the city
They had’no mandarines of rank, to procure re-
spect for them as they went along ; nor had they
the benefit of Chinese interpreters with them, to
explain any thing they heird or saw. The boun-
daries of their hotel were, however, so extensive
as to admit of exercise within its bounds, and to
prevent them from suffering under the feelings
of personal constraint. Several of them also went
frequently to Yuen-min-yuen, where the arrange-
ment of the machines, and others of the principal
presents, required their superintendance. Doc-
tor Scot, who had been left to take care of several
of the guard and servants that were ill, was par-
ticularly attentive to his patients. Another cir-
cumstance afforded him also some occupation.
In China, as elsewhere, not only the wants of
man are what excite his ingenuity to supply
thiem, but his inventions seldom outstep the ab-
solute occasion he feels for them. The interior
covering, as well as exterior dress of the Ghinese,
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is generally of a dark colour, not requiring to be
preserved or renewed by frequent washing; and
consists sometimes of materials that do not admit
of such an operation. White garments of any
kind are worn only for mourning. These can-
not be too much soiled for the etiquetté, which
excludes every appearaﬁce of personal care or
ornament from those who are supposed to be
overwhelmed with grief. The close dress of Eu-
ropeans requires, for health, as well as cleanli-
ness, to be often changed; but the loose manner
in which the people of Asia wear their clothes,
tho it requires frequently a greater quantity of
them to guard against the inclemency of the
weather, permits them to be worn a longer time
without inconvenience. Their tables, which the
varnish always laid upon them prevents from
imbibing moisture, or being injured by dust, are
not covered with cloths. They spread no sheets
upoh their beds. They have not adopted the
use of linen; and white cotton is applied by most
of them to a very few purposes only. The coarse
cloth generally used by them will admit of being
steeped in alkaline ley, for the purpose of being
washed, or freed from the impurities.which
stuck to it while warm. The alkali employed
for this purpose, is a white fossil substance found
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~ in plenty about Pekin; nor do they in most
cases require any other, except indeed for clean-
sing the skin, in regard to which the Chinese are
not without abundance of cosmetics. For fine
linen, however, this alkali of the Chinese is too
acrid, and speedily destroys its texture. To cor-
rect this ill quality, Doctor Scot turned artist,
and having procured a sufficient proportion of
oil, soon made with it and the alkali, very good
soap, for the consumption of his companions
and himself. '

It is likely that the general use of linen, to
which Europe is supposed to be indebted for its
present exemption from leprous affections, will
be adopted by the Chinese, in the course of their
increased commerce and connections with Euro-
peans. Leprous disorders are those alone for
which any hospitals are regulaily erected in
China, on the principle of their being too infec-
tious, to admit of persons afflicted with them
having any communication with the rest of so-
ciety.

The article of soap will, probably, soon fol-
low that of linen, as a necessary appendage.
The ingredients for making it, and most other
articles demanded for the use of the English Em-
bassy, were furnished at the expence of the Chi-
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nese government. It was, however, necessary to
be very particular in explaining the use and oc-
casion of them, to the mandarines. - The request
made to them, tho never, in words, trefused, was
not always complied with, in fact. -Sometimes
also, an alarm was taken by them, as if someim-
proper purposes were intended to be effected by
what was called for. One of the painters of the
Embassy once wished to have an easel or, stand
for the framed canvas, on which he meant to
draw the portrait of a missionary. The manda-
rines, not comprehending the nature of an easel,
simple as it seemed, and probably apprehending -
that it might be some part of a mathematical ap-
paratus, for the purpose of making military
plans or measurements, or for taking sketches of
the fortifications or ramparts of the capital, could
not be persuaded to give directions for making
such an instrument. Some individuals of the
Embassy wished, also, to procure what they
wanted at their own expence ; but they were nar-
rowly watched, the prices of the articles returned
to them; and corporal punishment inflicted on
those who sold them. Hospitality to strangers,
demanding that they should be freed from all
charges, was 'ingl_eed the ostensible ground for
this severity; tho it appeared not to be altogether
VOL. II. H '
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unconnected with a system of precautions dic-
tated by jealousy.

To this political and prejudiced jealousy,
was added, tho very innocently on the part of
those who gave rise to it, a jealousy and alarm
of another kind. In one of the courts of the
Embassador’s hétel, were rocks artificially heap-
ed up in the Chinese taste, by way of decoration,
and which served, tho not intended for such
use, as steps to the top of the wall surrounding
the whole inclosure. From thence could some-
times be perceived, the female inhabitants of the
neighbouring houses. It was said, that in this
manner a few persons belonging to the Embassy
happened, in the vacancy of employment, dur-
ing his Excellency’s absence, but without being
impelled by any motive of improper curiosity,
to walk upon the walls of the hétel. This acci-
dental occurrence was, however, considered asun-
becoming, and gave offenceto the neighbourhood;
and the practice, upon representation, was imme-
diately discontinued. At this period a confused
account arrived at Pekin, of the temporary contest
about the ceremony of reception, which at Zhe-
hol had been so quickly settled. Some politicians
inferred from thence, beside considering the Em-
bassador's visit at an end, that he would nat be
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allowed to return to the capital ; but liké other
delegates who lelt Tartary at the same time,
would be obliged to continue his route without
passing through it. The arrival of his Excel-
lency at Pekin put an end to thése conjectures.
His entrance into it was attended with the
usual' honours; and he received the customary
visits from the principal fnandarines, several of -
whom were in waiting for him at his hotel. Yet
he was aware of the propriety of fixing a period
to his Embassy. The perranent residence of a
minister in China, from a foreign court, was yet
utterly unknown in that' country. The maxim of
considering foreign embassadors as guests; whose
charges it was becoming to defray at the public
éxpence, while they continued in the country,
led naturally to the rule of putting quick limits
‘to their stay. The extraordinary degree of cost, .
~which the splendid treatment given to the Eng-
lish, occasioned to the Emperor, was an addi-
tional argument, with the former, against the pro-
longation of the visit, as it would have been an
abuse of the hospitality with which they were re-
ceived. Itwouldhave offended too much the pride
“and prejudices of the Chinese nation; to have
pressed, abruptly, a proposal in this first-diplo-
*matic mission, forgiving up its ancient notions in

H:
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" regard fo public visitors, and for suffering them
to bear their own expences, while yet within the
dominions of China. His Excellency was deter-
mined, therefore, to desire leave to depart, after
the great festival, in the beginning of the Chi-
nese year, in February. During that interval,
whatever he could reasonably hope to obtain, or
ought to apply for, might be accomplished; and
an amicable and frequent intercourse might gra-

_dually be established for the mutual convenience
of both nations.

His Excellency understood, indeed, that some
proposal for his departure, would be soon ex-
pected; and that at Yuen-min-yuen, the per-
sons left there to adjust the nice machines,
brought out as presents, were urged to finish
their work, lest it should be left incomplete.
Dr. Dinwiddie continued almost constantly
there, to direct the workmen in putting together
the various complicated parts of the Planetarium.
Mr. Barrow went and resided occasionally at the
same place, to superintend the arrangement of all
the other presents. He had frequently the op-
portunity of observing there the ingenuity and
dexterity of the Chinese workmen. Two of
them took down the two magnificent glass lustres
sent as presents to the Emperor, in order to place
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them in a more advantageous position. They
scparated them piece by piece, and put them
again together in a short time, without difficulty
or mistake, the whole consisting of many thous
sand minute parts, tho they had never seen any
thing of the kind before. Another Chinese cut
a narrow slip from the edge of a curved plate of
glass in order to supply thé place of one belong-
ing to the dome of the Planetarium, which had
been broken in the.carriage. The English me-
chanics belonging to the Embassy had in vain
attempted to cut the glass according to this curve
line, with the assistance of a diamond. The
native workman did not shew his method; but
it was said that he succeeded, by first drawing
“the point of a heated iron across the surface to
be divided. ‘

The invention of this artist, in the present
instance, was the more singular, as there is, ac-
tually, no manufacture of glass in the empire, ex-
cept at Canton, where, instead of fusing the rough
ingredients of flint or sand and barilla, and con-
verting them >by the proper process-into g]ass,
the ‘manufacturer is satisfed with melting the
pieces ‘broken by accident of that material, and
forming them into new shapes, according to the

uses to which they might be destined. The Chi-

88219
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" nese appear’indeed to have strong claims to the
credit of having been indebted only to themselves
fgr the invention of the tools, necessary in the

© primary and necessary arts of life. The learned
and attentive traveller will have observed, in re-

lation to'common tools, such as, for example,
the plane and anvil, that whether in India or in

Europe, in ancient or' modern times, they are

found (o 'have been fabricated in the same precise

form, scarcely ever differing, except perhaps in
the roughy.ess ‘of the materials, or of the make,
and all denoting a common origin, being almost

a 'servile .imitation of each other. In China
alone, those tools have something peculiar in
their construction, some diflerence, often indeed
slight ;- but always clearly indicating that, whe-
ther better or worse fitted for the same purposes,
than those in use in other countries, the one did
not serve as a model for the other. Thus, for

example, the upper- surface of the anvil, else:

where flat and somewhat inclined, is among the

Chinese swelled into a convex form.

In the forges near Pekin, on the road to Zhe-
hol, where this particularity was observed, an-
other also attracted the attention of the traveller.
The bellows used by the common smiths of Eu-
rope are vertical. The blast is impelled, partly
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by the weight of the machine; renderediheavy
for that purpose; but it is opened or rdised by
muscular exertion overcoming the gravity:usefud
in the former instance; and, during that ope-
ration, the blast is discontinugd. The' Ghinesé

bellowsare horizontal. The workman is not a'idec! '
at any one time by the weight of the machine
but he is not burdened wrh it at-anothers; It
is an advantage that the lahour should thus. be
equable and never excessive. The bellows .aré
made in the form of a box, of which a moveable
door is so closely fitted, as when drawn back to
create a vacuum in the box, into which!. in
consequence, the air rushing.with impetuosity,
through an opening guarded by a valve, produces
a blast through an opposite aperture. The sime
is continued when the dopr is pushed farward to
the opposite extremity’of the box, the space with-
init being diminished, and the air compressed,
a part of it is forced out through the same aper-
ture. When instead of 2 moveable door, a piston
is placed within it, the air is compressed between
the piston and both extremities of the box alter-
nately, and forced out, upon the same principle
in both opgrations. This double or perpetual
bellows, is worked with equal ease, and with
double the effect of the common orsingle bellows.
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A model of the Chinese bellows, not easily in-
telligible by description, has been brought to
England, and will be submitted to the éurious.

The common plane of the Chinese carpenter
is, like the anvil, distinguished by some minute
particulars which. characterize it to be original.
It differs not only by the way of fixing the chisel
in it; but by the manner in which it is used.
The ends of the frame itself serve, elsewhere, for
handles by which the tool is held and applied to
thé wood of which the surface is to be made
sinboth ; but to the Chinese plane are fixed par-
ticular handles across the frame, by which the
same purpose is effected perhaps with greater
_ease.

The histories of the first remote ages of Chi-
nese transactions; attribute the most useful in-
véntions in society to the first or oldest monarchs
of the country. It is much mare probable that
they were the gradual -result of the efforts of se-
veral obscure individuals, who felt, in the course
of their own labours, and endeavoured to supply,
the want of such mechanical assistance; and
that subsequent historians, not able to trace the
real inventors, substituted the names of the en-
coufagers or promoters of those arts. There is,
however, teason to believe thatnot only the in-
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ventions of first necessity, but those of decoration
and refinement, were known among the Chinese
in remote antiquity. The annals of the empire
bear testimony to the fact, and itis confirmed by
a consideration of the natural progress of those
inventions, and of the state of Chinese artists at
this time. In the first discovery and establish-
ment of an art, it is practiced aukwardly, even
with the help of tools; and this state is supposed
to be long stationary, until at length it advances
to its'second period, when it becomes improved,
and the artist is enabled to avail himself to the
utmost of every tool and machine than can assist
him. The last period of perfection is that in
which the artist is become so dextrous, as to com-
plete his work with few or aukward tools, and
with little or no assistance. And such 1s the
character of the Chinese potter, weaver, worker
inthe precious metals, and inivory, and of most
others in the several trades commonly practiced
in that country. And such’ attainment is, no
doubt, the utmost effort of the art, and the
strongest test of a very ancient possession of it.
It is not surprising that the method of making
gunpowder, and of printirfg, should be discover-
ed to the Ghinese long before they were known
by Europeans. . With regard to the first, in what-
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.
ever country nature creates nitre (one of the chief
' ingredients for making gunpowder) in the great-
est plenty, there its deflagrating quality is most
likely to be first observed ; and a few experiments
founded on that observation, will lead to the
composition that produces such sudden and vio-
lent effects. - Nitre is the natural and daily pro-
duce of China and India, aud there, accordingly,,
the knowledge of gunpowder, seems to be coeval
with that of the most distant historic events.
Among the Chinese, it has been applied at all
times to useful purposes, such as blasting rocks,
and removing great obstructions, and to those of
amusement, in makinga vast variety of fire-works.
It was also used as a defence, by undermining
the probable passage of the enemy, and blowing
him up. But its force had not been directed
throﬂgh strong metallic tubes, as it was by Euro-
peans soon afier they had discovered that com-
position. Yet this invention did not prove so
decisive for those who availed themselves of it, as
to mark distinctly in history, the precise time
when its practice first took place. And tho, in
imitation of Europe, it has been introduced into
the armies of the East, other modes of warfare
are sometimes still preferred to it.

In relation to the second method, or art of

~
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printing, important as are its effects in Europe ;
it is obvious that as its object is only to multiply
copies of the same writing, it could be sought for
only inthat society which produces many readers.
The number of such would no doubt be increased
wheéreveér it were introduced; but where that num-
beris become very considerable, from other causes
tending to increase the civilized and lettered
classes of society, the various attempts to supply
their taste, would naturally lead to so simple an
invention as theé Chinese art of printing. 1t con-
sists in nothing more than in cutting, in relief,
the forms of the written characters on some com-
pact wood, ﬂaubing afterwards those characters
with a black glutinous substance, and pressing’
upon-them different sheets of paper (itself a pre=
vious and ingenious invention), each shect taking
thus an impression of the characters upon which
1t had been laid. The art of engi'aving, for the
gratification of the rich and powerful, had been
carried to such perfection among many nations of
antiquity, that the invention of printing, as here
described, and coming so near to mere ,engraving,
was likely soon: to follow whenever the number
of readers should be so great as to insure reward
to the inventor. ‘The state of society in China,
Irom the most early ages, rendered that number.
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prodigious. Unlike to the rest of the world,
where valour and military talents, occasionally
united with natural eloquence, were ‘originally
the foundation of all wealth and greatness, while
literature was little more than an amusement; the
study ofthe written morals, history, and policy
of China, was the only road, notmerely to power
and honour, but to every individual employment
in the state. The necessity, therefore, for such
a multiplicity of copies of works of learning for
all persons inthemiddling aswell as upper classes
of life in the most populous of all empires, was
the early and natural parent of the printing art,
as it is still practiced among them.’

The paper used by the Chinese for their pub-
lications, is too thin and weak to receive distinct
impressions on both sides. The engraved board
on which the paper is laid to take the impression
on one side, generally contains the characters for
twopages. The paperwhen printed off, is doubled
together, the blank sides touching each other.
The fold forms the outer edge, which thus is
double, while all the single edges, contrary to
the mode of European bookbinders, are stitched
together and bound into a volume. Afier the
edition is worked off,-the plates or boards are
collzcted together, and it is generally mentioned
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in the preface where they are deposited, in case a
second edition should be called for.

"It has sometimes been thought in Europe,
that moveable types were 2 preferable invention

to that of the Chinese; but they seldom can be

applicable to the impression of Writings in a lan-

guage consisting, like theirs, of a vast variety of
characters, if each character-be considered as a

letter in an alphabet. The compositor in a print-

ing-office easily distributes the four-and-twenty

letters of an alphabetic language. He at once

perceives where each is to be found. He distin-
guishes them ata glance. His hands acquire even
the habit of reaching rapidly, \yithout looking,

for them, as the fingers. learn to touch the keys

of 2 harpsichord without turning the eyes to-

wards them. Were there many thousands of
such keys, it is obvioug that no such habit could

be acquired, nor could the keys be within reach.

The practice were equally impossible, in printing
with eighty thousand moveable types, for that

number of different characters of which the Chi-

nese tongue consists. 1t hasnot, indeed, occurred
to the artists of China to form moveable and se-

parate types, for each of the minute strokes, or

elements, of which such characters are compos-

ed, as has been attempted some years since in.
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Germany. It is possible that such”a practice
might be found to answer, notwithstanding the
difficulty which miust arise from the minute-
ness of the type necessary for each -particular
stroke; a difficulty which, when all thé types are
not necessarily of so small a size, has been over-
come by a very ingenious and learned gentleman,
In printing the Persian Linguage in Bengal; and
the further difficulfy, of uniting, in the impres-
sion, the scveral strokes, marked by separate
types, of a Chinese character, which’ does not
exist in printed European languages, where the
letters of the same word seldom touch each
other.

The Chinese are satisfied, whenever the same
characters very frequently occur, as in the public
“kalendars and gazettes, to use types for such,
cut apart, and occasionally inserted within the
frames where they are wanted.

‘Gazettes are frequently published in Pekin,
under the authority of government. The various
appointments throughbut the empire, the favours
granted by the Emperor, all his public acts, his
remission of taxes to districts suffering by dearth,
or other general calamity, his recompense of ex-
traordinary services, the embassies sent, and the
tribute paid, to him, form a considerable part of
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the public news. The domestic ‘details of his
household, or of his private life, are seldom, if
‘ever, mentioned. . Singular events, instances of
longevity, sometimes-the puhishm‘ents of offences
committed by mandarines, are there recorded.
Even some instances of the adultery of women,
which is a punishable, tho not a capital, offence,
are occasionally published,, perhaps by way of
deterring others from the commission of the like.
enormities. While China was at war, its victo-
ries, as well as the suppression of rebellions,
were announced. In all other cases the world,
in point of intelligence, is confined to China.
Beside. the classic works of the Chinese, of
which the multiplication by printing is prodigi-
ous, the lighter literature of the country gives no
inconsiderable occupation to the press. The Or-
Phan of China, however improved in-an English
dress, by a very respectable dramatic poet, may
be considered as no unfavourable specimen of
thnesc tragedy ; and the~Pleasing History, of
which an Englisli translation, under the care of
a learned and ingenious prelate, was published
several vears ago, is an instance of Chinese noe
vel writing, that is intcresting and simple; and
for serious readers, the zeal of Christianity had
induced the missionaries to procure the publica-
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- tion of several works in the Chinese tongue in
proof of the tenets which they preached.

Notwithstanding the vigilant police of the Chi-
nese magistrates, books disapproved by them are,
in various instances, privately printed and disse-
minated in China. It is not easy to prevent, or
even always to detect, the operations of a trade
which, beside paper and ink, require little more
than some pieces of board, and a knife to cut out
characters upon them. The books thus pubhshed
furtively, are chiefly those which are offensive to
decency, and inflame the imagination of young
minds. Itis not said thatany are levelled against
the government. The mandarines asserted, how-
ever, that a sect had for ages subsisted in the coun-
try, whose chief principles were founded upon an
antipathy to monarchy; and who nourished hopes
of, at last, subverting it. Theirmeetings wereheld
in the utmost secrecy, and no man avowed any
knowledge of them ; but a sort of inquisition was
said to be established in order te find them out.
They, who were suspected of such sentiments,
were cut off, or hunted out of society ; somewhat
like those who were accused formerly of Judaism
in some Roman Catholic kingdoms.

The political, moral, and historical works of
the Chinese contain no abstract ideasof liberty,
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which might lead them to the assertion of inde-
pendence. It is said, that in the French zeal for
propagating principles of democracy, their decla-
ration of the Rights of Man had been translated
into one of the languages of India, and distributed
there. Itis not, indeed, likely to cause any fer-
mentation in the tranquil, submissive, and resign-
ed minds, ‘with the weak and delicate constitu-
tions, of the Hindoos; but it might be otherwise
among the Chinese people, who are more sus-
ceptible of such impressions, their disposition
being more consonant to enterprize. They are a
more hardy race. Their more northern climate
tends to. render them able as well as resolute.
They are more husbandmen than manufacturers, .
and as such, are apt to feel a more undaunted
spirit. The minds of many of them, also, are not
‘altogether satisfied with their condition, which
lays them perpetually, both as to therr fortunes
and their persons, at the mercy of the manda-
rines. Corporal punishment, to which every
man amongst them is subject at the instant nod
of any magistrate, and sometimes even the appre-
hension of it, is capable, when it does not utterly
debase the mind, of exciting impaticnt and inde-
lible resentment, A manifestation of innocence
will not always availto;suppoit antindividual in
voL, i, - .. @
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an appeal to superior power. The maxim ofmain-
taining proper subordination, will generally in-
tervene te impede redress. Enormous and multi-
plied oppressions, at length producing tumult,
in the despair of suffering, do force, indeed,
attention: the magistrate is then removed, and
ofien very severely punished. But if, in com-
- mitting excesses against the subject, he escapes
mostly with impunity, he is treated with inex-
" orable rigour on the slightest failure towards
-government. He lies under the hardship,'also,
of being frequently responsible for events which
he seldom can control. Upon the general prin-
ciple that it is his duty to watch over the morals
of the people, he is in many cases considered as
a criminal for not preventing crimes which he
had not been able to prevent. The mandarines
are thus aware, of not being guaranteed by good
conduct against disgrace, and feel the chagrin of
insecurity., That government is certainly the -
most firm, in which a large proportion of the
subjects, as in Great Britain, are conscious of
having an interest in its preservation. Such does
not seem the general sentimentin China. With-
out any reasoning upon the right of changing
their rulers, many Chinese are disposed to see
in such an alteration a prospect of a meliorated
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- condition. These feel inclined to takea part in
the revolts which frequently happen in one or
other of the provinces. The junction of numbers
is prevented chiefly by the fear of failure. When
personal attachment to the sovereign, to obtain
which great pains have been taken in the present
dynasty, ceases in consequence of any general
evil pressing upon the people, which he is either
supposed to- have occasioned, or not to have
endeavoured to remedy, no _sentiment of his
having a claim of right to the throne he fills,
which is élsewhere such a security to monarchs,
arrests the disposition of endeavouring to make
him yield it to another. The general maxim of
obedience to the prince, inculcated by the mora-
lists of. China, might not hold firm in every
breast against the novel doctrine of the sacred
right and duty of insurrection against oppres-
sion; tho it scems already to have been exploded
as dangerous in practice, from the country where
it first was propagated. The cautious govern-
ment of China aware, indeed, of the avidity
with which notions of equality mwht be adopt-
ed, particularly by young minds, in the lower
conditions of life, mostlikely to be inflamed by
such a flattering and new light, begun early to
take precautions against their introduction. Hi-

Ig
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therto, the great basis of the safety and tranquil-

lity of the empire, has been the patnarchal system,
which, as was noticed on a former occasion, has
continued to be followed to this time, in China,
where 2ll the individuals of succeeding genera-
tions, live under the oldest surviving heads of fa-
milies. The prudence and experience of the latter
in directing the concerns of their offspring, tend
toavert from them the evil consequences of events
which might provoke discontent and disaffection;
and their mistrust of innovation induces them to
set the example of resignation to the lot of life in
which they happen to be placed. The natural
sentiments of respect to age, united with affection
to kindred, early taking root, and strengthened
by a daily sense of services received, often bind
the mind more effectually, tho with gentle ties,
than the force of compulsory laws.

The art of printing, practlsed probably at a
very early period of the empire, has contributed
to the preservation of it in a state nearly uniform
to this time. It has been the means of diffusing
universally, and establishing among all ranks of
men, certain fixed principles of right, and rules
of moral rectitude, which serve as so many dikes
or barriers against the tumult of human passions,
and restrain the propensities of conquerors in the



EMBASSY TD CHINA. 117

plenitude of 'po,wer. At every change in the go-
vernment of the neighbouring countries not so
circumstanced, success, like a torrent, sweeps be-
fore it, and levels all former arrangements of so-
ciety. But in China, institutions and opinions
survive the wreck of revolutions. The sovereign
may be removed, his whole family cut off; but thé
‘manners and condition of the people remain the
same. The throne itself is supported by maxims
propagated from the press. The virtues of its
possessor are emblazoned by it to all his subjects.
It gives him the vast advantage of directing their
sentiments as he thinks fit. His palaces, his gar-
dens, his magnificence, create no envy towards a
prince represented to be endowed with the most
transcendent qualities, and. to be employed in
promoting, without intermission, the happiness
of his people.

Exterior ceremonies performed to his honour,
are not mere idle forms; but contribute to inspire
the people with sentiments of respect and duty
towards him. In the great palace of Pekin, all
the mandarines resident in the capital, asscmbled
about noon on his Imperial Majesty’s birthday,
and, dressed in their robes of ceremony, made
the usual prostrations before the throne; incense
of sandal and rose waods burning upon it at the
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same time, and offerings being made of viands -
and liquors, as if, tho absent, he were capable of
enjoying them.  ~ .

Mr. Barrow was present while the same cere-
monies were observed at Yuen-min-yuen; and
he was informed that they likewise took place on
that day in every part of the empire, the prostra-
tors being every where attentive to turn their
faces towards the capital.

On all the days of new and full moon, similar
incense is burnt, and offerings are made before
the throne by the officers of the household, in
the several palaces of the Emperor.

Those palaces are very numerous throughout
the empire. That of Pckin forms the centre of
the Tartar city. Tho that capital stands in the
midst of a dusty plain, from whence the moun-
tains of Tartary can be perceived only at a
distance, yet the walls which environ the palace,
offices, and gardens, include every variety of
ground in miniature which the sportive hand of
nature has created upon the surfuce of the globe.
Mountains and vallies, lakes and rivers, rude
precipices and gentle slopes, have been procluced
where nature did not intend them; but in such’
correct proportions, and with so much harmony,
that, were it not for the general uniform appear-
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ance of the surrounding country, a spectator
would entertain some doubt whether they were
the real productions, or the successful imitations
of nature. This world, in miniature, has been
created at the command and for the pleasure of
one man, but by the hard labour of many thou-
_sands. '
The temples of Pekin ,are not equal to its
palaces. The religion of the Emperor is new 1n
+China, and its worship is performed with most
magnificence in Tartary. The mandarines, the
men of letters, from whom are selected the ma-
gistrates who govern the empire, and possess the
upper ranks of life, venerate rather than they
adore Confucius; and meet to honour and cele-
brate his memory in halls of a simple but neat
construction. The numerous and lower classes
of the people, are less able than inclined to con-
tribute much towards the erection of large and

~ costly edifices for public worship. Their re-

ligious attention is much engaged, besides, with
their houschold gods. Every house has its altar
and its deities. The books of their mythology
contain representations of those who preside over
their persons and properties, as well as over ex-
terior objects likely to affect them. In the repre-
sentation of Lui-skin, or spirit presiding ovex
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thunder, the violence of that meteor, which no-
thing is supposed capable of withstanding, the
velocity of the lightning, which nothing can ex-
ceed, and their united effects, are represented by
~ a monstrous figure, who is involved in clouds.
His chin is terminated-in the beak of an eagle,
to express the dévouring effects of thunder, as
his wings do its swifiness. With one hand he
grasps a thunderbolt, and in the other is held
a truncheon for striking several kettle-drums
with which he is surrounded. The talons of
an eagle are sometimes represented as fixed up-
. on the axis of 2 wheel, upon which, with aided
velocity, he rolls among the clouds. In the ori-
ginal from whence this description is taken,
the dreadful effects of this terrific spirit beneath
the clouds, are pointed out by the appearance
of animals struck dead, and lying prostrate on
the ground, buildings overturned, and trees torn
up by the roots.

In the neighbourhood of Pekin, the gardens
and pleasure grounds of Yuen-min-yuen occupy
a considerable tract of ground, of which the cir-
cult was, according to the observation of Mr.
Barrow, at least twelve miles. That gentleman,
who saw more of it than any other person of the

Embassy, thought ita ¢ delightful place. The
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¢t grand and agreeable parts of nature were sepa-
+¢ rated, connected, or arranged in so judicious a
“ manner, as to compose one whole, in which
# there was no inconsistency or unmeaning jum-
¢ ble of objects; but such an order and propor-
¢ tion as generally preyail in scenes entirely
«¢ matural. No round or oval, square or oblong
¢ lawns, with the grass shorn off close to the
“ roots, were to'be found any where in those
«¢ grounds, The Chinese are particularly expert
«¢ in magnifying the real dimensions of a piece
« of land, by a proper disposition of the objects
‘s intended to embellish its surface; for this pur-
« pose, tall and luxuriant trees of the deepest
«t green were planted in the fore ground, from
¢ whence the view was to be taken; whilst those
< in the distance gradually diminished in size
¢t and depth of colouring; and in general the
*¢ ground was terminated by broken and irregu-
¢ lar clumps of trees, whose foliage varied as
¢ well by the different species of trees in the
¢ group, as by the different times of the year in
«+ which they were'in vigour; and oftentimes the
“ vegetation was apparently old and stunted,
¢ making with difficulty its way tln'ough the
““ clifts of rocks, either originally found or de-
* signedly collected upon the spot. The effect of
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- ¢¢intricacy and coucealment, seemed also to be
*¢ well understood by the Chinese. At Yuen-
‘¢ min-yuen, a slight wall was made to convey
«¢ the idea of 2 magnificent building, when seen
“¢ at a certain distance through the branches of a
¢¢ thicket. Sheets of made water, instead of being
¢¢ surrounded by sloping banks, like the glacis
¢ of a fortifiation, were occasionally hemmed-
*¢ in by artificial rocks, seemingly indigenous to
¢¢ the soil. .

¢ The only circumstance which militated
«¢ against the picturesque in the landscape of the
¢ Chinese, was the formal shape and glarihg
¢¢ colouring of their buildings. Their undulat-
- ¢¢1ing roofs are, however, an exception to the
s¢ first part of the chargé: and their projection
¢¢ throws a softening shadow upon the colonnade
¢¢ which supports it. Some of those high towers,
¢¢ which Europeans call pagodas, are well adapted
¢¢ objects for vistas, and are accordingly, for the
¢ most part, placed on elevated situations.

‘¢ Notwithstanding ‘the just ideas which the
¢¢ Chinese conceive of ornamental gardening,
¢¢ and the taste with which they dispose of every
¢« object to the greatest advantage, they are not
¢¢ only ignorant of the principles of perspective,
«¢ and of the gradations of light and shade, but
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‘ are insensible of their effect, as- appeared from
¢¢ theirown performances with the pencil. When,
¢¢ likewise,” several portraits by the best Euro-
¢« pean artists, intended as presents for the Em-
¢ peror, were exposed to view, the mandarines
¢¢ observing the variety of tints occasioned by the
¢¢ light and-shade, asked whether the originals
¢¢ had the right and left sides of the figure of dif<
«¢ ferent colours? They considered the shadow
¢« of the nose as a great imperfection in the pic-
¢¢ ture, and some supposed it to have been placed
¢¢ there by accident. An Italian missionary at
¢¢ the court of Pekin, of the name of Castiglione,
¢¢ who-was an excellent painter, received orders
¢ from the Emperor to paint for him several
¢¢ pictures; but it was intimated to him at the
¢ same time, to imitate the Chinese style of paint-
*¢ ing, and not that of Europe, which was consi-
*¢ dered as unnatural. Accordingly, in the per-
¢ formances meant to decorate the palace, houses
¢¢ above houses are seen in regular gradation to
¢¢ the top of the plcture ; figures in the fore and
¢¢ back ground are all of the same size, setting,
¢t in fact, nature and the senses at defiance. e
¢ also painted a set of characters occupied in the
«¢ different trades of China. The penciling and
*¢ colouring of these were incomparably well exe-,
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"¢ cuted: but for want of the proper- shadows,
«¢ the whole was without effect. Yet they please
‘¢ the Ghinese in preference to any specimen:
*¢ of the arts that could be brought from Eu-
¢¢ rope.’’ ‘

The Chinese, indeed, seem to consider shade.
as an accidental circumstance, which ought not
to be carried from nature to a picture, from which:
it takes away 2 part of the eclat and uniformity
of colouring; and as to the representation of eb-
jectsatdifferent distances, they prefer having them
drawn, not as they appear to the eye, gradually
diminishing as they recede from it, but of their
actual size, as deternined by the judgment cor-
recting the errors of sight: errors necessary, how-
ever, to the beauty and consistency of landscape.

The il effect of paintings executed in confor-
mity to those Chinese notions, must operate as a
discouragement to the art. Inlieu of pictures,
the houses are supplied with tablets of moral sen-
tences, painted on wood or silk in the neatest
manner; and these are deemed preferable to' the
works of the best masters. Tho the Chinese fail
in grouping figures, and in every part of compo-
sition and design, they succeed in drawing indi-
vidual objects. They are particularly happy in
the delineation of natural history; the different
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subjects appearing not only correct, but with the
features and attitudes of nature, and with an exact-
ness so minute, that a Chinese painter sometimes
reckons the number of scales upon a fish which he
is to represent. The wholeis finished witl abril-
liancy of colouring, the more suprising, as it is
found to be owing to the more patient and careful
levigation of the same pigments which are used
tn Europe. Some European prints have been co-
pied by them, and coloured with an effect which
has attracted the admiration of the best judgesi
and a gentleman eminent for his taste in London,
has now in his possession a coloured copy made
in China, of a print from a study of Sir Joshua
Reynolds, which he deems not unworthy of be-
ing added to his collection of valuable paintings.

“¢ The imitative powers of the Chinese.” Mr.
Barrow, indeed, observes,  have long been no-
“¢ ticed; but the little communication they have
‘¢ with other nations, and the want of encourage-
‘¢ ‘ment from their own government, founded on
¢ the policy of discountenancing luxury and pro-
«¢ moting labour, particularly that of agr\iculture',
«¢ seem to be the chief causes that have operated
«« against a progressive state of the arts in Chi-
«na. Thus,” he adds, ¢ their knowledge in
*¢ sculpture is still deficient in regard to form,
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< agtitud:, and proportion. They have, indeed,
#¢ with the tool or chisel, the art of cutting stone,
¢¢ wood, or ivory, remarkably sharp and clean;
“ but their productions are-sometimes distorted,
¢¢ and unnatural. The human figure is olten out
¢t of due proportion. Their aversion to anatomy
*¢ might partly be the cause. They do not succeed
¢¢ better in the representation of a ion. Thereare
“¢ two large bronze figures of that animal on two
*“ marble pedestals before one of the gateways
¢¢ leading to the hall of audience at Yuen-min-
¢¢ yuen. The metal had been cast in small
¢¢ pieces, which are fitted together in a very in-
¢¢ genious manner, tho there are at least a hun-
¢¢ dred different pieces in each figure; but so
¢ totally unlike are they to what they were in~
¢t tended to represent, that they might almost
¢ be mistaken for knights in armour, with pe-
“¢ riwigs such as were worn in the time of King
¢ Charles.”

The lion, however, may be considered as a
creature of the imagination among the Ghinese.
Itis not bred in the country. It has not been
brought amongst them, either as a preserit to the
sovereign, or as an object of curiosity to be shewn
for profit. 'The statues of lions by Chinese were

probably bad imitations of bad drawings of that
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animal, whose real superiority of strength and
imputed generosity of disposition, have brought
him into notice farther than he has travelled.

The larger and migh tier animal, the elephant,
is to be found, as an appendage of greatness, in
the palaces of the Emperor, where it was no less
acceptable for its qualities of docility and force,
which rendered it capablg, of being useful, than
for its vast size and singular make. It is the
ouly quadruped that has a proboscis, tho exam-
ples of it are to be frequently found in the insect
tribe, and among others, in the common fly al-
luded to sometimes as gaining a victory over that
huge adversary.

Individual elephants of both sexes were
brought to China. from .the neighbourhood of
the Equator, and a few of them were bred to the
northward of the Tropic: on which occasion
they were discovered, however discreet in their
amours, to unite in the manner of other qua-
drupeds, notwithstanding a formation apparently
inconvenient on both sides, but which accom-
modates itself to particular purposes. The Chi-
nese elephants are smaller than those of Cochin-
China, and of a lighter hue. They are literally
granivorous, being generally fed with rice and
millet, tho the food of that animal in its wild
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state, consists, like that of the girafle, the camel,
and the goat, more frequently of the tender
leaves of trees and shrubs, than of the seeds or
blades of corn or grass.

The officers of the household and other at-
tendants in the Imperial palaces, are all, or most
of them, persons who, before the age of puberty,
were deprived of the means of becoming men, or
who, since that period, have ceased being such.
Nothing assuredly but the torturcs of 2 madden-
ing jealousy could have first suggested the idea of
mutilating one sex, in order to render it an unsus-
' pected guard upon the other; and nothing less
than the extreme abuse of unlimited authority,
could effectuate so cruel and unnatural a purpose.
Other motives, however, might have come in
addition to give occasion to the continuance and
multiplication of such beings. No longer belong-
ing to either $ex, held in horror and contempt
by both, without the possibility of offspring,
unendearing and unendeared, and lzke no brother ;
they may be supposed to be the more bound by
the factitious tie of servitude, and dévoted and
attached without reserve to the prince by whom
they are employed. Menial servants in the be-
ginning; and pretending to no importance, they
are the ready and servile ministers to the poten~
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tate’s pf*ivate pleasures and amusement, and creep
gradually into familiarity and favour. From
thgricc, as the annals of China in numberless in- ¢
stances testify, they have sometimes risen into
situations of power and authority; in which once
placed, they revenged themselves, as if it were
on mankind, for the wrongs they had suffered in
their persons; and were often the causes of cala-
mities e€nding alinost in the ruin of the state.
They had-been driven, with a few exceptions,
from the court on several occasions. Near six
thousand were dismissed in the minority of
Caung-shee, grand[’étber of Ghen-lung; but they
have been gradually increasing since that period,
and hold at present most of the inferior offices
at least in the palaces of Pekin and Yuen-min-
yuen.

The qualification for such offices, consists in
that operation, which ina few parts of Europe,
1s performed for meliorating the voice, and dis-
qualifies for being a pareni. But to be entrusted
with the care of the ladies of the court, or to be
allowed to approach to their apartments, it is ne-
cessary to be what, without reference to colour,
the Turks are said to have termed a black ennuch,
which means, that all traces of sex should com-
pletely be erased.

VOL.III. K
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Itmay appear surprising to the English reader,

. that the operations for this purpose, however de-
® licate in themselves, are performed, even upon
Chinese of an adult age, with little accident or
peril in respect to life. Such a fact is the more
extraordinary, as the art of surgery is so little
known in China, that not even letting blood by
opening a vein is attempted there, and anatomy
is not only unknown, but held in horror. Itis;
however, to be remarked that the Chirese recover
from all kinds of accidents more rapidly, and
after fewer symptoms of any kind of danger, than
most people do in Europe. The constant and
quick recovery from considerable and alarming
wounds, has been observed likewise to take place
among the natives of Hindostan. The European
surgeons there, have often been surprised at the
easy cure of sepoys in the English service, from
accidents accounted extremely formidable. The
clear and pure atmosphere of China and India,
may be indeed more favourable on such occa-
sions, than the calum nebulis fedum of Tacitus’s
description of Great Britain. But the habits of
life contribute no doubt, most to determine the
nature of the constitution; and its propensity to
inflame and mortify in consequence, as itis.techni-
cally expressed, of any solution of continuity, The
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Chinese and Hindoos are not generally prone to
excesses ofany kind. The Hindoos of the lowest
and most numerous cast, are not, indeed, restricted
from eating any.kind of meat, excepting beef; but
they and the Chinese consume a much smaller
proportion of animal food, and drink a much less
quantity of spirituous and fermented liquors'than
the people, at least, of northern Europe.

The operations unc'l'ergone by eunuchs, are -
performed upon subjects of every age, from child-
* hood to that of forty years. Itis supposed that
ligatures, anointed with 2 caustic liquid, are
mostly used on this occasion in preference to
the koife. The patient has been often found to
walk abroad in the course of not many days, ap-
parently as well in health as ifnothing had hap-
pened to him. When'an adult is thus trans-
formed into a black or complete eunuch, it gene-
rally happens, that his beard soon begins, and )
gradually continyes, to fall off, until none at
length is left. He becomes withered in the same
proportion, and inafew years his face is furrowed
like the wrinkled kag with age grown double. This
description agrees with that of Chrysostom, who
observes, that ¢« when the paint was washed away
“¢ from the faCe of Eutroplus (the eunuch), it ap-.
s peared more ugly and wrinkled than that of an

K
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¢t old woman.” Claudian remarks, indeed, that
there is scarcely any interval between the youth
and decrepitude of such persons. The principal
attendant upon the ladies of Yuen-min-yuen,
seemedto be sensible of this fact. Tho he was
under thirtly years of age, he never made his ap-
pearance without his face being entirely painted;
his person, as it were, made up; and his dress
~ altogether gaudy; and adorned with several
trinkets and tassels’ at his girdle. He was at
least six feet high, and very lusty; but ill made,
and loosely put together. A girl's voice could
scarcely be more shrill or feeble.

Ifa man wishes to emerge out of the plebeian
rank, and submits to become a eunuch, he is
received in one of the palaces immediately, and
promoted to some employment in it, which gives
‘him the advantages and importance of a gentle-
man. It detracts nothing from his title, whether
he carries a besom, or a bunch of keys. Very
fe\;y, however, are dignified with a ball upon the
cap, which is more properly the badge of office
of the civil and military mandarines.

The influence of those mutilated inmates of
the palace, is often much greater than their ac-
knowledged authority ; and mandarines of emi-
nence who had disobliged them, have been known
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to be disgraced through their insinuations. Con-
scious how much may sometimes depend upon
their tales and representations.in the intercourse
of their familiar services with the sovereign their
master, they carry their effrontery even to the
degree of treating with indignity, some of the
branches of his own family. A prince, about
eighteen"years of age, a grandson of the Emperor,
was once among the visitors to view the presents
brought from England, when a eunuch actually
pushed him out of doors, saying, it was fitter for
him to be at school, than idling in that hall.

A school, it seems, 1s kept in the palace for
those princes, at which they are principally in-’
structed in the Ghinese and Man-choo Tartar lan-
guageg, and also in the history, rites and ceremo-
nies of both countries.

It is supposed, that the occupation of the eu-
nuchs in the interior of the palace has much de-
creased with the Emperor’s advanced age. The
acknowledged Empress has been dead some time,
and his Imperial Majesty treated very slightly a
ridiculous propositioni made to him to marry
again, after her decease. Several of the female
companions of his youth were understood to be
NOW No more. .

At the Jeath of an emperor, all his women
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are said to be removed to a particular building
within the walls of the palace, where they conti-
nue for the rest of their days, secluded from the
world. This building is termed the Palace of
Chastity.

There are,in China, a few instances of Pagan-
nuns, who make a vow of remain:inlg virgins; for
which, tho contrary to the general maxims both
of policy and morality in that state, they, how-
ever, are admired, as 1s usual for a perseverance
in successful efforts for the accomplishment of
any thing very difficult. .

On the accession of a new emperor, the prin-
cipal persons of the country are said to bring
their daughtersto the palace for his choice. They.
who are accepted, reflect no slight honqur as
well as credit upon their families. Beside those
selected for his Imperial Majesty, others are pre-
sentgd as wives or concubines to the princes of his
blood. Concubines in China are considered in
the same light as the handmaids of the Scriptures.

The missionaries about the palace, who are
well aware of the precariousness of their condi-
tion in it, and how easily alarms may be sounded
against men aiming at changing the religion and
opinions of the empire, are more apprehensive of
displeasing a eunuch, than a mandaribe; the for-
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mer being of a disposition more insolent apd ca-
pricious, and more subject to the meaner passions
of malice and revenge. Every missionary endea-
vours to continue in the good graces of all per-
sons of the Imperial family, and others about the
court, by much humility of demeanour, by ren-
dering little services to them in the exercise of the
arts which he professes, and sometimes by pre-
senting to them any European article in his pos-
session, for which they may conceive a fancy;
and to which is always added, the expression of
his humble thanks for the honour done him in
accepting it. The missionaries generally speak
upon their knees to the princes of the blood.

Some .missionarics constantly attended the
gentlemen who directed the arrangement of the
presents at Yuen-min-yuen, in order to serve as
interpreters, and to be instructed in -the nature
and use of the instruments deposited there.

Those gentlerhen were very handsomely treated
in the palace. A mandarine called upon them
every day, to know if they were satisfied; and
whether they ‘wished to have any ;hing beside
what had already been supplied ta them.

One of them generally went to Pekin three
times a week.. A one-horse chaise was always
ready for him. Sometimes he was accompanied
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~ by a mandarine with his servant; but he was
frequently suffered to go alone. Every morning
he received a message, to know whether he chose
to go that day tothe city.

The different machines and instruments being,
at length, mounted and putin proper order, and,
together with other presents, arranged to the best
advantage, in different parts of the hall ofaudience,
and on both sides of the throne, every person be-
longing to the Embassy, then at Yuen-min-yuen,
was ready to return from thence ; when it occur-
red to the principal eunuch of that palace, to de-
clare that an order was come from the Emperor
to change the disposition of the presents, and to
place them all at one end of the hall of audience,
¢ that his Imperial Majesty might be able to
¢¢ yiew them from the throne; w1thout bemg at
¢¢ the trouble of turning his head.” Such was
the motive alleged for tlus new arrangement.
On account of which, as a maite¢ of importance,
the usual custom of suspending all kinds of work
about any of the palaces, for three days before,
and three days after, the Emperor’s birthday,
~ was ordered to be dispensed with.

Very shortly after the Embassador’s return
to Pekln, the Emperor’s approach to Yuen- -min-
yuen was announced, with an intimation to his
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Excellency, that it would be expected\as the-
usual etiquette, that he should go some miles
upon the road to meet ‘his Imperial Majesty.
The Embassador was at this time considerably
indisposed with the rheumatism, which indeed
had frequently tormented him since his arrival
in China. The mandarines, who perceived how
much his Excellency suffered at the time, and
how little qualified he was to make any unusual.
exertion, proposed to him, in order to divide the
fatigue of the journey, to set out the evening pre-
vious to the Emperor’s expected arrival, and to
sleep that night at his old villa near Yuen-min-
yuen, from whencg he would have but a litile
way to go mext mormng This plan rendered
it pmctlcable for the Embassador to pay the in-
tended compliment. He accordingly, with his
usual suite of English and Chinese, slept at the
yilla the fo]lowmg night. The next morning,
all were in motion before the rising of the sun.
The went along a road, parallel to that which
was exclusively intended for the Emperor’s use.
A shallow ditch divided the two roads.  Both
were illuminated by variegated lanterns, each
suspended by the junction of three poles fixed
triangularly into the ground. The party arrived
within two hours at the place of géneral rendez-
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vous. They were conducted into a spacious sa-
Joon, where refreshments were provided; after
partaking of which, they proceeded to the spot
where the Emperor was to pass, and could ob-.
serve this mark of their respectful attention.
Their station was upon a green bank to the left
of the road. On each side of them, were a
multitude of mandarines, guards, and standard
bearers: many of the latter had their standards
furled and laid across the Emperor’s road, while
waiting for his approach, as if to prevent any
others from attempting to pass upon it.. The
way was lined with troops for several miles, as
far, indeed, as the eye could reach. Close to the
road, a tent was prepared for the Embassador on
account of his indisposition, that he might feel.no
inconvenience while waiting for his Imperial Ma-
jesty. Various squadrons of horse, with bowmen
and their quivers, preceded the Emperor’s ap-
proach. Soon afterwards a palanquin, or sedan
chair, appeared, such as has been described in a -
former chapter, but covered with a bright yellow.
cloth, and adorned with windows of plate-glass.
It wascarried by eight bearers, while eight others
walked close to them, in readiness to relieve the
former. The chair was attended by a troop of
horse in yellow uniforms, also by pikemen,
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standard, and shield bearers. In it was the Em.
peror. As soon as he perceived the Embassa-
dor, he stopped to deliver a gracious message of
civility for his Excellency; adding, that he de-
sired him to retire without delay from the cold
and damp of the morning, so unfavourable to
the co‘mp]aint with which he heard of his being
affected. "

Behind the chair, followed a two-wheel clumsy
carriage without springs, not differing in con-
struction from the common vehicles of the coun-
try, but covered with yellow cloth, and empty,
as if intended to be used occasionally by the
Emperor. When such a carriage is compared
with the casy, light, and elegant chariots im-
ported there as presents, it is not likely that any
national prejudices will Jong resist a sense of
such a superiority in comfort and convenience:
and it may therefore happen, that English car-
riages will become 1n China an article of mer-
chandise, as well as watches or broad cloth.

The Emperor’s carriage was immediately fol-
lowed by a chair containing the great Colao
Ho-choong-taung. 'While his Imperial Majesty
-was engaged in sending across the ditch to the ’
Embassador, several mandarines leapt over it,
and threw themselves upon their knees to pay
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their obeisance to the Prime Minister. It was
remarked that no other minister, nor any one of
the Emperor’s family, was in his immediate
train, or even within sight. The distinction was
no doubt the greater for him who was; or, per-
haps, some circumstance of eonvenience then
required, or accident occasioned, this scparatnon
of his Imperial Majesty from his other comtlcrs.
The Embassador, whose excursion was of no
service to him, returned without delay to Pekin;
while the Emperor pursued his route to Yuen-
min- -yuen. He was impatient to view the pre-
sents that the Embassador had left there when he
went to Zhe-hol. His Imperial MaJesty examin-
ed them with an attention far exceeding that of 2
petson who would think of ¢ the trouble of
*“ turning his head to view them.” He scemed,
indeed, much gratified with the sight of most of
them; and ordered silver to be distributed a-
mong the workmen who had been occupied in
arranging them. Several of the instruments and
machines were tried in his presence. Distant
objects were observed through the telescope; and
metals melted in the focus of Parker’s great lens. -
It could scarcely escape the philosophical mind-
of his Imperial Majesty, that the same material,
glass, was made to operate, by European in-
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genuity, such various and extraordinary pur-
poses. A model of the Royal Sovereign, a ship
of war of a hundred and ten guns, attracted much
of his notice. He made many inquiries from
such of the gentlemen of the Embassy as were
present, concerning the various parts of that mo-
del; and in general, indeed, about British. ship-
pmg But it was easy to percelve, that the in-
terpreters found much dlfﬁculty in explaining
many technical expressions ; a circumstance which
evidently abridged the number of his questions.
Yet the curiosity testified by him on this occa-
sion, and his condescension in conversation with
private gentlemen, made it probable that a sense
of the tedious and unsatisfactory intercourse,
which is held through the means of an inter-
preter, prevented, more than cither the etiquette
of the cowrt, or an indifference about Europe,
any very frequent communication personally be-
tween thé Emperor and the Embassador.

“What were, in fact, the interior sentiments at
this period, of the former in relation to the latter
or his nation, it was, in the situation of his Ex-
cellency, difficult for him to discover. He had,
however, grounds for ﬂattering himself, that the
jealousy that had been conceived against the
English, on occasion of their supposed interfe-
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rence in the Thibet war, had, since the arrival of
the Embassy, been gradually done away from the
Imperial mind. The friends of the Embassador
were assured also, that the commander of thie
forces in that war, and .who has since been de-
feated in another, was to be removed from the
vice-royalty of Canton, where his avowed en-
mity to the name of an Englishman rendered
him very unfit to preside over the British factory
or people there. In other respects, it was pro-
bable enough that the Emperor might have fluc-
tuated between the oﬁposite representations made
to him concermng the English. It was, how-
ever, the first time that any of them had ever
appeared at his court. And it has been observ-
ed, that prejudices imbibed against the absent,
are sometimes softened and gradually diminished
by their presence. Friends had certainly risen
up to them, among the great officers and man-
darines, tho their exertions could only be occa-
sional. Through their means, the Embassador
learnt that a council had been held to take into
consideration the letter brought by him from the
King of Great Britain, and the mode of proceed-
ing proper to be used towards his subjects. To
this council the Prime Minister, it was under-
stood, had called the Thibet commander, and the
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- convicted Hoppo of Ganton, to give their testi-
mony and advice, on the ground of being com-
petent to judge of the conduct and disposition of
the foreigners trading to that port; but-in fact,
" as was supposed, to strengthen the opinion of the
Colao against the more favourable inclinations
of the Emperor. Through the suggestions of
such persons, there wag,little prospect of obtain-
ing, at present, any particular advantage, had
such been the immediate object of the Embassa-
dor. He felt more forcibly the propriety of
sénding immediately to the Colao, the message
alluded to in the beginning of this chapter, an-
nouncing his desire of asking the Emperor’s
leave to depart from Pekin, soon after the Ghi-
nese new year, in February.

In lieu of an answer to this message, his Ex-
cellency received, an invitation from the Colao,
to call upon him at Yuen-min-yuen, where he
had some English letters to deliver to him. This
invitation being known throughout the Embassy,
the pulse of every individual belonging to it beat
high with expectation of hegying, at last, from
their particular friends in Engla’nd Even they
who: were immediately engaged in the negotia-
tion, suffered all political considerations to be
suspended in their minds, and gave way to the
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‘ satisfaction that they took for granted, must await -
them at Yuen-min-yuen. When. they arrived

“there, a few letters were delivered, indeed, in the
English language, but written from Chu-san by .
persons on board the Lion and Hindostan. The
principal mandarine of that place was actuated,
it seems, by a natural impulse of propriety and
civility, in forwarding in the Emperor’s packets,
letters addressed to persons visiting at his court.
Other motives must have operated upon the man-
darines at Canton, from whence the most inte-
resting and important intelligence, as coming
from Europe, was to be expected.

The jealousy which had taken possession of
the Colao’s mind, with regard to the desigus of
the English, rendered him anxious to know the
contents of the. letters from the Embassador’s
correspondent at Chu-san, Sir,Erasmus Gower.
He was informed of the chief purport of them,

~ which intimated the speedy intention of Sir
Erasmus to sail from thence; but that the Hin-
dostan could not depart till her commander had
joined her. His Jxcellency then put freely the
letters into the Colao’s hands, in order to remove
from his mind any doubt he might entertain of
the exactness of the account given of them. -

Ho-choong-taung seemed somewhat alarmedat
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the intended departure of the Lion, and said,
that: *“*he hoped that ship was not yet gone, but
* would wait to carry back the Embassy; that
¢ the Emperor, upon first hearing of the Embas-
. *“ sador’s illness, and of the loss of some persons
** of hissuite, by death, since his arrival in Chi-
‘¢ ni, had remarked how much foreigners were
‘¢ liable to:suffer from the severe winters of Pe-
““ kin ; and being apprehensive that the present
“ visitorswould run great risks of injuring their
*“ healthsmaterially by continuing there,'thﬁught
““ it might be desirable for them to set out before
¢ the rivers and canals were frozen, which some-
*¢ times took-place very early, and on a sudden;
¢« a5 the route by land was necessarily fatigﬁing-
¢« and inconvenient. The Colao added, on his
*¢ part, that as to the feast of the new year, for
‘¢ which he supposed his Excellency might wish
‘¢ to wait, it was nothing more than a repetition
¢«.of what he had seen already at Zhe-hol.”

It was palpable enough, that other motivés
were covered under. the affected solicitude for the
health of the Embassy;: yet it was necessary to
reply,.upon the same tone, and to observe, that
*¢ the English being " themselves natives of a cli--
** mate.more northern than that of Pekin, they
** were less fearful of the effects of cold than other

VOL, IiI. L



146 .EMBASSY. TO CHINA.

*¢ foreigners might reasonably be; ‘arid. that they
“ ’had'gaken precautions against any defree of it~
“‘ito which that capital ‘might be subjett:"-and
then passing to other considerations, .the Embas-
.sador-observed ‘¢ how much he should regret-to
‘¢ quit so soon a-court wheére. he had: been so
¢¢ graciously received; that his Sovereign’s in-
¢ téntions were, that he should continue long
¢« enough, and at his (the King of England’s)
“ charge, to have -frequent opportunities, of
¢t which, a very few only had hitherto occurred,
¢ of renewing his respects to his Imperial Majes-
““ ty, for the purpose of caltivating and cement-
‘¢ ing a friendship between the .two nations, thus
L happily begun. With which. view, likewise,.
¢« his master had instructed him to say how much
¢ it would be pleasing to his Majesty, if the Em-
¢¢ peror had found it ¢onsistent with the Chinese
¢ ¢ustoms, to send one or more of his subjects as
“¢ Embassadors_to England ;- for whose- going
“and returning, his Majesty would take care
¢ to, provide proper ships ;- that he, the Colao;
““ had, when.at Zhe-hol, :been so good to flittet
“ him with the:hope of many meetings with
‘“ him, which, however anxiously he wished for;
«¢ his, suddcn depaxture;would necessarily pre'
i vent.”
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His Excellency then endeavoured to explain
in general terms, what he should have been most
“desirous of mtroducmg into conversation at such
meetmgs, ex«:ludmg whatever might have carried
the least appearance of complaint, and using
every degree of caution and forbearance through-
out, lest he should'endénger the interests entrust-
ed to his care,or weaken whatever impression
his mission had already made in favour of his
country.

The Colao preserved a perfect command over
all his sentiments, and did not ‘enter into any
earnest discussion of the topics which had beenr
mentioned ; but reverting to-the circumstance of
the departure of the Embassy, concluded by say-
‘ing, that *¢ the Emperor was actuated in his pro:
*‘ posal concerning it solely by his anxiety for its
** welfare; but thatin every other respect its stay
*“ would be very ag;'eeable to him.” Nothing
could be more gracious and flattering than the
expressions which Hotchoong-taung used to the
“Embassador from himself upon the occasion.
The interpreter, tho a nauve of China, but not
long accustomied to the appea\rzmces and language
ofhis own court, concluded that it-would be per-
fectly at his Excellency's option to continué as
long'as it might suit his purpose.
L
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... The Colag_suffered thel Embassadot to.fake
leave of him for ‘that time, without giving-him
the least iptimation, of the. Emperor’s answer to
h1s Majesty's lettel havmg been plepaled and
vlnch, dehvery is suppos,ed to be meant asa sig-
" nal for departure. Immediately, however, on his
return to Pekin, he had information to that effect
from.a private hand: and inthe afternoon, Chow-
ta-zhin, and Van-ta-zhin, called upon him to
mention that he was to have a message from Ho-
chbong-taung, to meet,him. the rext day at the
great palace of Pekin. They added, that they
thought it probable, tho, they affected to-say that
they were not certain, that the Emperor.’g letter
to the King of England would then be' presented
to him; in which case, they advised him to ask
‘permission to return with it to his Sovereign
without delay: It was obvious that they had
been directed to give such advice; and were in-
deed -under -a. constraint_unusual, with them :ip
their intercourse with the: Embassador, as well
as in some, depressign of spirits, while they of-
fered it .
, Early the next morning the Legate waited on
hls Excellency to acquaint_him that the Colao
wished to sec him at the great hall of audienc?



EMBASSY TO CHINA. 149

in the palace of Pekm as soon as he’ eould get
ready. Co S

The Embassador, however indisposed at.the
time, was unwilling to failto theappointmient,and:
set out properly attended in a short time to the
palace, to which he passed through a consider-
able part of.the Tartar city. The palaceis en-
compassed by a“high wall, within which he was
conducted through spacious courts, along canals
of stagnant water, and over bridges of pranite,
with balustrades of marble, to the footof the hall,
where he found the Emperor’s answer contained
in a large roll covered with yellow silk, and
placed in a chair of state hung with curtains of
the same colour. It was afterwards carried in
form up the middle of three flights of stairs;
while the Colao and others who had hitherto
stood by it, and the Embassador and his suite,
went up the side steps to the hall: a single struc-
ture surrounded by many others, itself of great
size and magnificence, tho built of wood upon a
foundation of granite, and decorated within side
and without, with gilding, and in the happiest
disposition of the most pleasing and vivid co-
lours. The answer was placed in the midst of
the hall, from whence it was afterwards to be
sent to his Excellency’s hotel.-
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The contents of the answer were not announ-
ced; but whatever of grace or favour it might con-
tain, was probably not owmg to the Colao or
his associates, whose stedfast refusal of the glfts
usual from foreign ministers, was a sufhicient in-
dication, according to Eastern manners, of their
adverse, sentiments. In conversing, however,
with Ho-choong-taung on the points desirable to
"be obtained for the English East India Company
in China, he required a brief abstract of them to
be made out, which without binding himself to
support, he said should be taken into immediate
consideration. It was some advantage at least,
that the demands themselves should be known,
and serve as answers to the assertions so often
" made at court, that foreigners, however unde-
serving, had nothing to.wish for at Canton, that
Justice or humanity required ; but that the Em-
bassy was intended to forward some purposes
inimical to the government. His Excellency,
therefore, undertook to transmit a statement of
those demands without delay.

In the mean time, it scemed to be part of the
intended ceremony of the day, .to display the
beauties of the palace to the Embassador, which
the Colao was proceeding to do with the same
politeness he had done in the gardens of Zhe-
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hol; but his Excellency’s indisposition obliging
him to retire, he left the Minister Plenipoten-
tiary, and other gentlemen of the Embassy to
accompany the Golao through a great number of
separate edifices, erected on a regular’ plan, and
upon a similar construction with those they had
already seen in the Imperial palaces, but upon a
larger scale, and in a higher style of magnifi-
cence. They were all intended for public occa-
sions and appearance.” The Emperor’s private
apartments were pointed out at a distance in the
Interior palace. .

The same evening, the.Emperor’s ansy'Yer' to
the King’s letter was brought in state to the Em-
bassador’s -hotel. At this time came likewise
several chests of presents from the Emperor. to
his Majesty, containing speéimens; no doubt,
of the best kind, of the different articles of the
produce and manufactures of the empire. ‘Other
presents came also for the Embassador and all
the persons of his suite; and the attention of his
Iinperial Majesty in’giving some small token of
his beneficence to the meanest servant who was
present, was extended, even, to persons then ab-
Sent, in the instance -of ‘ all the common men as
well as officers of the ships which had brought
the Embassy to Ghina.
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Hitherto no positive direction had been given
relative to his Excellency’s departure; and it
might be inferred from the last declaration made
on-the part of the Emperor at Yuen-min-yuen,
that recourse would not be had for that pu'rpose,
to absolute command; but it-would be difficult,
and perhaps useless, to stay against the Golao’s
inclination ; yet the Embassador had hitherto
but very little- time for advancing in_ the object
of his mission; and he could not avoid wishing
to persevere somewhat longer, in the hope of ren-
dering the administration more generally propi-
tious towards it. In these circumstances, .the
same fnend]y person who had given private inti-
mation of the answer, and who was thoroughly
acquainted with the court of Pekin, and had some’
knowledge also of the increasing hardshlps of
the trade and traders at Canton, suggested, that
¢¢ the Chinese had no other idea of an Embassy,
¢¢ than that of a-visit with presents on some so-
¢¢ Jemn festival, and to last only during the con-
*¢ tinuance of the latter ;- that accordingly, of the
‘¢ many embassies sent to them in the past and
¢« present century, none of them were suffered to
*¢ passthat period ; that in the present reign, the
¢¢ Embassador of the Portugueze, the most fa-
¢ youred nation, was dismissed in thirty-nine
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¢t days'; that the Chinese had little notion of en-
*¢ tering into treaties with foreign. countries ; but
‘¢ whatever business might be desirable to trans-
¢ act with themi, must, after a favourable foun-
¢¢ dation for it, laid by'the complithent of an
‘ Embassy, be’ afterwards prosecuted to effect
*¢ by slow degrees; for that much might be ob:
** tained from them by.:time-and management,
“ but nothing suddenly. That it was true, the
s oppressions by the inferior officers and others
¢ ‘who had to deal with: strangersat Canton, had
“ been augmenting gradually; and, unless curb-
*¢ ¢d by power, must in the course of time be-
‘“ come 5o heavy asto leave no alternative but
¢ that of giving up the trade entirely, or of send-
““ ing at last an embassy to. remonstrate against
‘¢ them; that the sooner, therefore, it had been
*“ undertaken, the better; that had the present
‘“ arrived sooner, and before the troubles in
““ France had indisposed the Chinese ministry
‘“and tribunals against the smallest innovation,
¢¢ it would have had fewer difficulties to encoun-
*“ ter in the outset; but. that the present mission
**.had made such an impression throughout the
** empire, as must lead to beneficial consequerices
** in favour of the English, notwithstanding any
** momentary obstructions; and that hencefor-
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*¢ ward -the oppressionis would at:least be at a
¢¢.stand; that such was the nature and practice of
¢ the Ghinese government, that however adverse
*“ in the beginning to:any new propositions, lest
¢¢ it should be surprised irito uadue concessions;
¢ or any improper regulat-ion, the' same matters
‘ might be brought again, when the offensive
*¢ novelty of the idea was over, into a more seri-
¢¢ ous and dispassionate consideration ; that this
¢¢ event might be accelerated by the means oflet-
¢ ters sent from.one sovéreign to the other by
*¢ the annual ships, which might be done with-
‘¢ out impropriety, now that the communication
* had been opened between them in a fit man-
¢ ner.” He concluded by advising against per-
sisting to continue any longer at Pekin.

An event, the news of which had j just reached
the Embassador, but was then unknown to the
adviser, came in aid of those reflections. One of
the Neapolitan GChinese that left the Lion near
Macao, after resuming his native dress, and com-
ing to join his family in Pekin, conveyed. to his
Excellency a letter, dated in July, 1793, from
one of the India Compa'my’s Commissioners at
Canton, inwhich, mentmnmgthe political events
in England to the month of January of the same
year, ‘e said that there was the strongest proba-
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bility-of an instant rupture with the republicans
of France and Brabant. Itappeared not unlikely,
that a combination of foreigners under French or
Flemish’ colours, might endeavour to intercept
some of the British ships sailing from China se-
parately home, if it should happen that a convoy
could not-arrive in time to conduct. them toge-
ther back in safety. .Upder such circumstances;
the Embassador could not render any service
more immediately essenual or acceptable, than by
taking with him home, under. convoy ‘of the
Lion, all the ships of the ensuing season from
Canton. As the last ‘vessels. were seldom ' ready
before March; he-might, in the interval, have
leisure to try in person:if anything could be.
done at Japan, if he should' have the good for-
tune to overtake Sir Erasmus Gower at Chu-sany
and this he thought not improbable, if the go:
vernment would immediately dispatch a letter to
Sir Erasnius, which the Colao's wish for the de-
parture of the Embassy, might iriduce him to for-
ward.

His Excellency determined, therefore, to an-
nounce'to Ho- choong taung, his intention of join-
ing; 1mmedxately Sir Elasmus Gower at Chu-
san, and to 're\que,st'that a letter from him might
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be forwarded to that commander without a mo-i
ment’s delay, as-it otherwise might not overtake
him. : . R - Y

This determination was indeed perfectly agret<
able to the Golao, and every consideration proved
the- propriety of it. 'Chinese decorum required
that the Embassy should cease with the receipt of
the Emperor’s answer, and of the farewell pre-
sents; nor -could any personal communication
afterwards take place with his Imperial Majesty.
And it was as little consistent, with the dignity
of the mission, to attempt continuing longer than
it was felt to be perfectly acceptable, as for a
common guest to remain beyond the time for
which he had been invited; and was welcome.
The intercourse with the Emperor, of which the
supposed termination was the chief ground of
the Embassador’s regret, was in fact maintained,
as'will' appear in the subsequent pagés, more in-
timately, and through a more favourable chan-
nel, than while he remained in the middle of the
Imperial court.

So sudden a removal was a disappointment
to several persons of the Embassy, who had
made their arrangements for passing the winter
at Pekin. Judging of its temperature by the lati-
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tl:lde. of the place, a few. minutes under foi‘ty
degrees .north, they wére not ‘aware of the vio-
lent effect: of the great range of high Tartarian
mountains, covered perpetually with snow, up:
on ‘that,.capitzul,' where the average degree of Fah-
rentheit’s thermpmeter, isunder twenty in the night
during the winter months, and even in the day
time considerably belowy’ the freezing point. The
usual inhabitants were guarded against cold, not
only by habit but by an increase of clothing, in
proportion to its intenseness, consisting of furs,
woollen cloths, and quilted cotton. They are
not accustomed to the presence of fire. They
. haveno chimnies, except to kitchens in great ho-
tels. Fires, on which Englishmen depend chiefly
against suffering by the sharpness of the atmo-
sphere, could not well answer that purpose in
houses which are so constructed as to admit the
external air almost on every side. Stoves are,
“however, common in large buildings. They are
fed from without with fossil coal, found plenti-
fully in the neighbourhood. Those stoves are
placed frequently under the platforms on which
the inhabitants sit in the day time, and rest at
night. The worst weather experienced in that
capital might be considered as mild by the Tar-
tars, coming' from a climate still more rude; but
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otheér foreigners-are $aid to feel themselves less
comfortable at Pekin in the winter than summer,
tho the heat there is then raised to the opposite
extreme. In both they seem to require a season=
ing. Several individuals of the' Embassy fell ill
during their stay ; -and all did not recover. The
human frame seems better calculated for the hot-
test than the coldest atmosphere; and to cxist at
the Equator rather than at the Pole.
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CHAPTER III.
\

DEPARTURE FROM PEKIN. JOURNEY TO HAN-CHOO-
FOO; PARTLY UPON THE IMPERIAL GANAL.
THE resolution havifig been once formed by
the Embassador, of endeavouung to overtake the
Lion at Chu-san, he became as anxious to set
out from Pekin, as he had been before desirous
of protracting his stay in that capital. Another
cin cumstance contribyted alsoto precipitate his de-
parture. The Pei-ho, and other smaller rivers in
the north of. Chma, are supplied partly by the
melting of the snow in summer on the tops of the
Tartarian mountains. While this operation of
nature continues, the rivers are deep and fit for
the purposes of navigation; but towards the end
of autumn, when the sun’s oblique rays fall with
less effect upon the earth, and the melting ceases, .
those rivers become so extremely shallow as well
as slow, that boats of convenient size can no
longer pass upon them, even before the super-
vening frost imparts solidity to their diminished
and sluggish ‘waters. The mandarines who at-
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tended the Embassy, and were aware of the ex-
treme fatigue and inconvenience of travelling
much by land in China, especially in winter,
hurried every preparation in order to get upon
the Pei-ho, while it was yet navigable. It was
settled that the party should pr oceed to Han-choo-
foo, the capital of the provmce of Ghe-kiang, of
which Chu-san forms a part, where, if Sir Eras-
mus Gower should be still in. waiting for the
‘Embassador, the latter mlght Jjoin hlm in a few
days; and if otllerW{se, he - might continue his
route directly for Canton, and from thence to
Europe. Chow-ta-zhin, and Van-ta-zhin, who
were steadily attached to the Embassy, and on
whom much of its comforts depended were al-
lowed, by his Excellency s desire, tho regularly
pertaining to the province of Pe-che-lee, to ac-
company him throughout: He derived an ad-
vantage of still greater importance, from the very
doubts and suspicions which the enemies of the
English had inspired into the Colao’s minds
and had even endeavoured to convey to that of
his Imperial Majesty. It was thought, it seems,
material, that a person in whom government
placed the utmost confidence, should be appointed
to accompany these suspected strangers in their
long journey through the empire, in order-to
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watch their conduct, and penetrate, if possible,
their real character and- designéa The choice
fell upon the Colao Sun-ta-zhin, mentioned in a
former chapter. As he had acquitted himself to
the perfect satisfaction of the court, when sent to
treat with the delegates from Russia on the fron-
tiers, he was, no doubt, deemed the fittest for
a confidential commission concerning other fo-
reigners. He was of open and engaging manners,
and not likely, at least, to adopt the passions or
prejudices of the Legate. The selection of a man
of such high dignity to accompany the Embassy,
was considered by the Chinese as a mark of pe-
culiar honour paid to it, and was indeed announ-
ced as such to his Excellency.

On the morning of the seventh of October,
Ho-chcong -taung with other Coljos, came to 2
pavilion within the gates of Pekin, to go tlnough
the ceremonies of parting with the Embassador,
Several gracious expressions were communicated
to him on the part of his Imperial Majesty; and
the full etiquette of Chinese civility was obscrved
by the Ministers who represented him. They
expressed their hope, that his Excellency was
satisfied with the treatment the Embassy had
hitherto received duwring its stay amongst them;
and their assurances that nothing should be

VoL, 1. M
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wanting (as' indeed nothing was, ) to ‘rcnder his
journey to the port of embarkation commodi-
ous and agreeable to him. Two tubes of bamboo
wood covered with yellow cloth were placed up-
on a table, containing rolls of yellow paper re-
sembling vgllum, on one of which was written
a list of the Imperial presents; and on the other,
an answer to the demands which had been lately
made by the Embassador. Could any hope have
been entertained that this answer contained a
compliance with those demands, which neither
the disposition of the men who had been consult-
ed upon them, nor the suddenness with which
they came to a determination concerning them,’
warranted, it must have been effectually done
away by the silence, upon this subject, of Ho-
c:hoong-taur’vﬁ‘t"who, had those answers been fa-
vourable, w 11ld have made a merit of commu-
nicating st ' acceptable intelligence. Both rolls
were, in 1e Embassador’s presence, tied with
yellow bands behind the shoulders of a man-
darine st the fifth order, he kneeling during the
operation, to be afierwards carried by him on
horseback, as far as the river on which his Excel-
lency was to embark. Such is the distance be-
tween ranks in that country, that two Ghinese
companions of the Embassy, of no mean degree;
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took leave also of the Colao upon their knees.
The interpreter, tho he had been announced as
secretary to the Embassy for thé Chinese lan-
guage, was always obliged to stand before the
'Golao; and indeed the haughty General of the
Thibet army once forced him to interpret upon
his knees.

Afier parting with ;he Emperor’s ministers,
‘the Embassador, attended by his former ‘retinue
of English and Chiuese, passed through one of
the eastern gates of Pekin, where he was saluted
with the usual honours, and proceeded directly
towards Tong-choo-foo, in order to embark upon
the Pei-ho.

The weather was now so much cooler than
when the Embassy had passed before on the mag-
nificent causeway leading from the capital, that
none of the individuals belonging to it suffered
from the pressure of the crowds which were as-
sembled on it. The presence of strangers, how-
ever, was not necessary to fill constantly that great
avenue. Beside the multitudes employed in sup-
plying Pekin, or drawing supplies from it, the
many attendants upon men in office resorting to
or quitting it, and the slow processions, parti-
cularly of funerals, occupy often the whole of
that broad road. No person is allowed to be

M2
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buried within the city; and the ceremonies of
interring the dead, seem to throng the gates as
much as the supply of provisions for the living.
Whatever be the rank or fortune of a Chinese
in a private station, he makes habitually no pa-
rade or show, reser'ving his princ'ipzil expence
+ for solemn festivals, or particular events ar’ising
in his_family. Theloss of a parent, is, in the
manners of the country, certainly the greatest.
The sentiment of affection and respect toward
such while living, is not suddenly extinguished
in the breast of the survivors. The heart is in-
dulged, and in some degree consoled, by paying
superfluous devoirs to the manes of the deceas-
ed. The dictates of nature in this instance, are
confirmed and enforced by the moral laws which
govern the empire. Every institution tending
to maintain the habits of duty on behalf of the
offspring .towards their progenitors, is sanctified
into a precept not to be neglected but at the peril
of being infamous. The first procession which
was seen this day, commenced by several per-
formers on solemn music. Then followed a varic-
ty of insignia, some of silken colours, and paint-
ed boards with devices and characters, display-
ing the rank and office of him who was no more.
Immediately before the corpse, the male relations
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walked, each supported by friends, occupied in
preventing them from giving way to the excesses
and extravagance of ‘grief, to which the appear-
ance of their countenances. implied that they
were prone. Over the mourners were carried
umbrellas with deep cwrtains hanging from the
edges. Several persons were employed to burn
circular picces of paper;’covered chiefly with tin-
foil, as they passed by burying grounds and
temples. These pieces in the popular opinion,
like the coin to Charon for being conveyed to
the Llysian fields, are understood to be conver-
tible 1n the next stage of existence, into the means
of providing the necessaries of that new life. Not-
withstanding the philosophical doctrines of the
learned Chinese, which exclude all notions un-
consonant to reason, as well as the reality of all
beings notreferable to the senses; they often yield,
in przictice, to the current notions of the weak
and vulgar. The people, among other supersti-
tions, are particularly scrupulous about the time
and place of burying the dead. The delay oc-
casioned before those difficult points are ascer-
tained, has often long detained the coffins of the
rich from their last repository ; many are seen in
houses and -gardens under temporary roofs, to
preserve them, in the mean time, from the wea.
ther; but necessity forces the poor to overcome
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many of their scruples in this respect, and to
deposite at once, and with little ceremony, the
remains of their relations in their final abode.

However different be the sentiment which agi-
tates the mind in the event of marriage, the cele-
bration of it, ostentatious, indeed, and expen-
sive, is yet inferior to that of funerals in the same
rankoflife. Its pomp was probably in the origin,
suggested by the parents of the parties. They
naturally wished to give dignity to a union of
their choice. They wished to mark it with a so-
lemnity tending to render the tie more sacred and
more durable. But the impulse which unites the
sexes, did not require the aid of public festivals.
Mystery serves, on the contrary, to fan its
flames, and is preferred for the solemnization of
its.rites. '

Tho celibacy in either sex is not deemed a
virtue by the Chinese, and constancy the only
sort of chastity they recommend, yet the rules of
exterior decency are guarded by the manners
and sentiments of all persons of education and
refinement, Whatever similitude may be ob-
served between the paganism of China and that
of its neighbour Hindostan, the former seems
not to have borrowed from the latter, any of the
obscene postures carved sometimes, as part of the
original design, even on the outside of Indian
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temples. One of the gentlemen of the Embassy
had leisure, indeed, to examine a small open
temple on one side of the causeway in returning
now to Pekin, which in the-hurry of approach-
ing to that capital hehad overlooked. The figure
he found in it, he conjectured to be intended to
represent the lingam of the Hindoos, or heathen
god of gardens. It was, however, only a simple
short column support;d upon the back of a
rudely sculptured animal of the lizard kind, and
the column was in all likelihood, meant merely
to bear a monumental inscription in Chinese
characters, which filled one face of it almost en-
tirely. If, from the loose expressions familiarly -
introduced by some of the most elegant writers
in antiquity, and from the indecent images disco-
vered among ancient buildings, as for example,
at Pompeia, as well as from some remains of ob-
scene worship, in an obscure part of the same
country, and the shameless practice of some dis-
tant savage tribes, it be inferred that decency is
not a strong, innate, and necessary sentiment of
nature, it must be acknowledged, thatitisat least
a-happy artifice of society, not indeed preclud-
ing vice, but covering its exterior turpitude, and
adding refinement and delicacy to natural enjoy-
ments, And in this species of factitious virtue,
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the Chinese have preceded, as well.as surpassed,
most other nations,

. On the arrival of the Embass.y at Tong—choo-
foo, it was cheerfully received at the temple
which had been, for a few days, its former resi-
dence; and was prepared a second time for its ac-
commodation. The principal mandarines wait-
ed upon the Embassador from Tong-choo-foo,
which was illuminated in the evening with lights
in decorated lanterns, Troops were already
diawn out before the temple in varipus uni-
forms, some of them fanciful indeed and pictu-
resque, but apparently, at least, more suitable
for the stage than a field of battle. Quilted petti-
coats and jackets, and satin boots with thick
soles of paper, have a mixture of clumsiness and
effeminacy, scemingly little calculated for a mili-
tary life; but this holy mansion was sufficiently
safe, under the more powerful protection of the
Men-shin, or guardian spirit of the place, of
which the efligy, painted upon the outer gate,
was supposed effectually to prevent the opposite
spirit of evil from entering inwo it. Drawings
of the same kind are, indeed, with a similar in-
tention, pasted on the outer and inner doors of
most of the private dwellings of the Chinese. The-
common people, conscious of the numerous ills
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to which they are liable, are disposed to seek for
safegnards on every side. Their minds, once
open to credulity, are ready to accept any super-
natural assistance, offered to them by a new re-
ligion, against the violence of power, or the
calamities of nature. Their own has nothing
exclusive in it; and they would have embraced
Christianity in greater numbers, if it could have
been associated with other tenets. The Jesuits,
who were desirous of permitting with it the cere-
monies performed by the Chinese in the halls of
their ancestors, would have been much more suc-
cessfulthan their oppone.nts whocondemned them;
to whom the principal subject of reproach from
apagan of China at present 1s, that ¢¢ they ne-
$¢ glect their forefathers. " The offerings from
flocks and hends and likewise of fowls, of oil,

salt, flour, and incense mentioned in the Levi-
tica] law, are known and observed by the Ghi-
nese. They have their Lares and Penates like
the Romans, and in their observance and offer-
ings on every new moon, recall the expression
6f the Latin poet: v

«¢ Ceelp supinas si tuleris manus nascente luna,”

With such a liberal disposition of mind to-
wards all religions, it was not surprising that a
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priest of another sect should have been 2 visitor
at this time at the temple of Fo. He was a dis-
ciple of Lao-koun, whose originai doctrines dif-
fered little from those of Epicurus. He. main-
tained, that to live happily should be the chief
object of man ; and that indifference to events, was
one of the principal means of attaining that end ;
that it was vain to reflect much upon the past, or
to be solicitous about the future : the wisest occu-
pation being to enjoy the fleeting moments as
they pass. To such abstract maxim,é, which, were
they true, could be scarcel.y practicable, the priests
found themselves obliged, in order to have a hold
upon the people, to add various practices. and
pretensions of a tendency directly contrary; such
as the power of predicting events, and the sug-
gestion of divers precautions against evil. These
priests had their followers and their temples, and
were known by exterior distinctions in their dress;
but in other respects they were united with all
other superstitions, against the simple and natu-
ral religion or moral reason, of Gonfucius. Be-
sides the deities formerly described in the temple
of Tong-choo-foo, were observable, those of Peace
and War, of Temperance and Voluptuousness,
of Mirth and Melancholy, with female images of
Fruitfulness and Pleasure. Before them were
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placed one or. more bronze vessels, in which the
priests and devotees burn perfumed matches, and
tmfml paper.

" 'While the gent]emen of the Embassy were, .
for the last time, examining the temple and visit-
ing the city of Tong-choo-foo, their attendants,
Chinese and English, were engaged in preparing
all things for embarkation. The yachts were
ready at the water side; and the Embassador had
the satisfaction of observing the same care and at-

- tention exerted in providing for his accommoda-
tion and that of his suite, down the river, which
he had experienced in ascending it. As the pre:
sents-made by his Imperial Majesty, were not of
a nature to be so cumbersome, in the package, as
those which had been brought to him, it took but
little time ta embark the whole baggage in the pro-
per vesscls. One vessel was taken up with the se-.
veral parts, taken asunder, of his Excellency's
carriages. One of them was an elegant state cha-
riot, which, when he first understood that it was
usual to make some offering to his Imperial Ma-
Jesty on his own behalf, he intended for that pur-
pose; and he inserted it accordingly in the list he
delivered to the mandarines. Finding afterwards
the propriety of presenting something with his
own hands, he chose a pair of watches enriched
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with diamonds. The chariot was, however, al-
ready at Yuen-min-chn, which when the Em-
peror found out, he sent back with a civil mes-
sage,as not accepting presents twice from any pri-
vate hand. The Embassy was not detained above
a day at Tong-choo-foo. The waters, indeed, of
the Pei-ho were already low, and continuing to
decrease. Ina few days more, they were likely to
be too shallow to float the yachts; and it would
have been equally uncomfortable to travel by land,
or in small or open boats.

The yachts, now used, were of a construction
as light as possible, consistently with the conve-
nience of the passengers. They hadno upper range
of apartments for the people, and aditted very
little baggage below the floor. They were about
seventy feet in length, and fificen in width, flat
bottomed, and drawing, scarcely ten inches water.
Notwithstanding which, they were dragged by
main strength over some shallows in the river,
on the sccond day of the Embassy’s embarking
on it. Beside the cause of the diminution of the
river, mentioned in the beginning of this chapter,
another not so constant, contributed in this season
towards it. The weather had been remarkably
dry for some months past, not above a shower or
two had fallen to supp]y' the loss by evaporation
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since the month of July. From that period it was
rare to see a cloud. The time of harvest is so
little subject here to rain, that the corn is fre-
quently thrashed, or the straw separated from the
+ grain, upon an open floor in the middle of the
field in which it had been reaped. The thermo-
meter of Fahrenheit, which in August was sel-
dom under eighty-four, wasnow sometimes down
to fifty degrees. The fields which had then been
mostly covered with the kow-leang or lofty corn,
exhibited now a crop of another spectes of millet.
Its shorter stems interrupted less the prospect, -
which, as the travellers receded from the hills
lying to the westward of Pekin, was chiefly that
of alevel and fertile country, full of culture and
of villages.

The Embassy had made very little progress,
when Van-ta-zhin came to inform the Embassa-
dor, that the Colao Sun-ta-zhin had just received
a letter from the Emperor, of which he wished-
to communicate to him the contents. His Ex~
cellency perceived, at the same time, Sun-ta-
2hin’s yacht approaching very fast to his. The
Embassador determined to spare him the trouble
of quitting his own vessel, and waited upon liim
, immediately; and began by reminding this new
companionof his travels, of thecivilities received
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from him at Poo-ta-lIa, and in the gardens of Zhe-
hol; for which his Excellency renewed his ac-
knowledgments; and then mentioned the happi-
ness he felt at Sun-ta-zhin’s appointment to do
him the honour of accompanying him in the
present journey. That Colao received the Em-
bassador with every mark of consideration, and
. expressed the highest satisfaction at having been
chosen upon the present occasion. He then read
some part of the Emperor’s letter, the purport of
which was, that ¢¢ he (Sun-ta-zhin) should take
*¢ the Embassy under his paiticular care, that
*¢ every proper distinction should be shewn, and
¢¢ attention paid to the Embassador and his suite
¢¢ in their route to Chu-san, and tosee them safely
*¢ embarked on board their ships; but that if
¢t those ships should be sailed from thence, to
«¢ proceed in the same manner, and for the like

-

¢« purpose, to Ganton,” It was natural to sup-
pose, that he would not communicate his private
instructions, contained possibly in the same dis-
patch; but he said enough to show that his Excel-
lency’s letter to Sir Erasmus Gower to wait for
"the Embassy at Chu-san, had not been fowarded
to him. The letter had been delivered open,
written in the English language, to the Minister.
. The latter could find no person at Pekin not
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belonging to the Embassy, who could translate it
for him. Tho every circumstance rendered it
probable, that the contents of that letter were such
as the Embassador had stated to him; and that it
was difficult to divine what improper intelligence
could at that period be conveyed, or dangerous
direction given, to Sir Erasmus Gower; yet
such were the suspiciops of that Colao, in rela-
tion to it, that he had hitherto kept it back. Sun-
ta-zhin was, however, soon convinced of the ge-
nuine explanation which the Embassador gave
him of the letter, as well as of the necessity of its.
dispatch; and undertook to write to his Imperial
Majesty, to have it forwarded without any further
delay. Soonafterwards, his Excellency took leave
and went back to his yacht, where, in half an
hour, Sun-ta-zhin returned his visit. The con-
versation here became less formal; finding, in the
course of it that the Embassador’s residence had
continued for three years in Russia, he appeared
at a loss to guess what public business he could
have occasion to transact there during so long 2
period. His surprise led to an e\(planauon of the
customs of European nations with regard o their
mutual intercourse, for which purpose the respec-
tive sovereigns usually keptembassadors habitual-
ly residing ateach other’s courts; by whose means
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reciprocal friendship was rhaintained, and jealou-
sies, likely otherwise to arise from accidental
misunderstandings, were effectually prevented.
Sun-ta-zhin seemed no less actuated by per-
sonal cusiosity in his questions, than by the de-
sire of communicating to the Emperor every in-
formation relative to the English, and other na-
tions of Europe trading to China, which he qould
collect in his conversation with the Embassador.
It was apparent how much the Embassy occupied
the attention of his Imperial Majesty, from the
daily correspondence he heldconcerning it. And
his Exce]lency easily perceived that he was ad-
vancing more in the real object of his mission,
that of removing the prejudices of the Chinese
government against t!le English, by conversing
in fact familiarly through so.liberal a channel
with his Imperial Majesty, than his constrained
intercourse had permitted during his residence at
court. Those mutual visits' were repeated fre-
quently. The respective yachts, upon a signal,
approached, and grappling each other, the parties
stepped atonce from one vessel tothe other. Often
at their meetings, Sun-ta-zhin read paragraphs
taken from the Emperor’s dispatches to him, con-
taining some gracious expressions towards his Ex-
cellency and those of his suite, occasioned by the
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reports he had made of their conduct and dispo-
sition. The picture probably given of their man.-
ners by the former Legate, having been once-
discovered by Sun-ta-zhin to be distorted and un-
Just, the disgust he félt at such a misrepresenta-,
tion, was sufficient to incline a mind like his, to
be, atleast, as favourable in the account he trans-
mitted of them as could be consistent with his:
own observation and opinion. : Besides the natu-
ral liberality of his dispésition, lus taste for lites
rature contributed, nodoubt, to correct any narrow.
or national prejudice which he might originally
have imbibed from the nature of his education,
and the maxims and opinions of those with
whom he lived. He was stored with whatever
knowledge Clunese or Manchoo-Tartar books
could furnish. *He was the only mandarine,
among those whom the Embassador had an op-
portunity. of knowing, who travelled with a li-
brary. He was courteous in his manners; tho he
still thought it necessary to be tenacious of the
privileges attached to the rank he filled. He was
not only a Galao, but was honoured with the
yellow mantle, covering, like a spencer, his other
garments. Such a mantleis the highest distinc-
tion at present known in China; and imprints,
VOL, 111, N
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as it were, soméwhat of a sacred character on the
wearer. The order of the clergy at Zhe-hol, to
whom nothing could communicate respect, while
to ignorance -and poverty they added meanness
and irregularity- of conduct, derive no credit
from ‘being clad entirely in that colour: but a
part only ‘procures for a layman, the awe and
consideration of all ranks.

Chow-ta-zhin and Van-ta-zhin, tho enjoy-
ing the appellation‘of great men, avoided meeting.
the Embassador in his visits to Sun-ta-zhin, as
they should be obliged to stand in his presence;
and the interpreter once venturing to sit down
before him, was called quickly by him to his
duty. The inferior mandarines and guards at-
tendant upon the Embassy, no longer attempted,
as when under the direction of the Legate, to con-
strain the gentlemen of the Embassy in their ex-
cursions upon shore. The latter took care them-
selves neither to act indiscreetly, nor to Je]ay the
progress of the yachts. The country from Tong-
choo-foo as faras Tien-sing, was indeed, not new
to them; tho the difference of the season and cul-
ture, had altered in some degree its aspect. "The
fields were parched by the long continuance of
the drought; but, as in many places the bed of the
river hadbeen raised above the adjoining grounds
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by the gradual accumulation of soil upon its bot-
tom, and by the accession of new mounds to pre-
vent its inundation, those grounds were watered

with little difficulty or labour, through sluices

made from it as from an elevated canal. Where

the river was upona level with the adjacent coun-

try, 2 more operose method of irrigation was

sometimes practised by the neighbouring calti-

vators. Two of them stood opposite to each other

on two projectingbaiiks,‘holding ropes fixed toa

basket, which swinging to and fro for a consider-
able time, they gave it a velocity that aided them

in thowing the water into areservoir dug near the

river’s bank ; from whence it was communicated

where wanted, by small channels. Sometimes a

long pole, uneqlially divided in its length, is

made to turn on'a pivot across an upright post.

A bucket fixed to the end of the shorter lever, is

easily lowered into the river, and which, when

filled,-a small power applied to the extremity of
the longer lever, will be sufficient toraiseand pour

its contents into the reservoir, notwithstanding

the weight of water.

The mhabltants along the Pei-ho bore strong
marks of poverty in their dwellings and apparel;
but their general cheerfulness testified that they
were not pmched for the absolute necessaries of

*Nas



180 EMBASSY TO CHINA,

life; and that they did not consider their condi
tion as the consequence of any particular act of
injustice done them; under a sense of which,
men are seldom tranquil. Nor was their poverty
owing to the barrenness of their lands, which,
their industry fertilized; but human population
wastoo crowded to admitsuch a portion of ground
to each family as could supply all the comforts of
life.. Little of it was reserved for rearing other
animals, from a conviction, no doubt, of what is
asserted tobe true by Adam Smith, that ¢ a corn’
¢« field of moderate fertility, produces a much
«¢ greater quantity of food for man, than the best
¢¢ pasture of equal extent; for tho its cultivition
¢¢ requires much more’ labour, yet the surplus
< thatremainsafter replacing the seed, and main-
¢ taining all that labour, is likewise much great-
¢ er.” Onsome small spots a few sheep are fed.
A much greater number are brought from Tar-
tary, as well as larger cattle. Such of the latter
asare kept in China, have scarcely any other pro-
vender than the straw of corn cutsmall like chaff.
A very scanty propertion of animal food serves
as a relish to the vegetable diet of the common
people. Milk, cheese, and butter, the principal
resources of pastoral life are little known to the
Chinese; and when it was found that the gentle-
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men of the Embassy wished to be supplied with
the first of those articles, it was necessary to take
some pains to find out a person who understood
-the management of cows; and who; with two of
those animals, were put into a barge, with pro-
per nourishment, in order to accompany the
yachts upon the water.

At this season, much of the crop of kow-leang
was already off the ground. The first operation
afterwards, of the husbandmen, is to dig up the
roots with hoes; and, as in all undertakings, the
Chinese are strictly methodical, and practically
feel the advantages accruing from the division of
labour, the task is performed agr eeably to the fol-
lowing regular arrangement. One man advances
in a straight line, and strikes up a row of stubble
on each side of him with his hoe, A second fol-
lows to beat off the earth that adheres to them,
and lays them afterwards in little bundles; while
a third breaks up the ground between the rows.
A single buflalo is found then sufficient to draw
the plough through it. The bundles of stubble
are sometimes burnt upon the ground, and the
ashes strewed over the surface. Sometimes when
fuel is scarce, they are camed home and used for
that purpose.

The ground being in a constant state of tillage,
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~ploughs of the most simple constructionare found
adequate to every purpose required from such an
instrument. Where the ground is particularly
light, men and women yoked to the plough, are,
able to draw it through the soil. A coulter is
unnecessary to such a plough, as'there is no turf
to cut through. The share that opens the ground
terminates in a curve, which answers the purpose

of a mould-board to turn back the earth. This
, part is sometimes made of iron, and frequently of
that timber which, on account of its hardness, is
called iron wood.

In three days the yachts arrived at the spot
where they met the tide; the ebb of which, aid-
ing the current of the river, brought them in ano-
ther day to Tien-sing, - Here the Legate, who had
hitnerto travelled with the Embassy, but who be-
ing awed by the presence of Sun-ta-zhin, assum-
ed no authority in the conduct of it, finally part-
ed from it, or rather disappeared without taking
leave, or putting himselfin the way of receiving
from those who belonged to it, any acknowledg-
ments for services which he was conscious he
had not rendered. i

“Here too, the Embassy entered upon a new
route. Instead of proceeding -upon the lower
branch of the Pei-ho to the sea, they turned to

3
.
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the rightand to the southward; and passing by -
the mouth of the river When-ho, which, like the
Pei-ho, flows from the hills of Tartary, and falls
into the great bason at Tien-sing; they spent
three hours' in getting through the. multitude of
Junks which were lying on. it, and ascended
‘the river already mentioned of Yun-leang-ho,
upon the margins ol which, the suburbs of the
heavenly city extended for a con51derable way. Up-
on its banks was erected a temporary bmldmg,
for the reception of the Embassador, with a deco-
rated landing place, and triumphal gateway; and
an entertainment of confectionary and fruits was
provided for him. The crowds of. spectators
were. as great as when he first passed through
Tien-sing.

Behind the city and suburbs extenda a sandy
plain, as far as the eye could reach, covered with
sinall tombs, of which the number was incalcu-
lable. Itwas thepublic burying ground of which
the limits were so wide, owing to that respect
paid to the dead by the Chinese, which prevents
them from openinga new grave upon any spot
where the traces of a former one remained upon.

the surface.
~ The stream of the Yun-leang-ho, whlch hke-
wise bears the name of Eu-ho, or precious river,
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was confined near'Tien-sing between two artifi-
cial banks thrown up to a considerable height,
‘and sloped down to the water’s edge in the man-
ner ofa glams. The tops were converted into fine
‘gravel-walks, shaded for many miles by rows of
large willow trees, hlgh poplars, and the quaking
asp, interspersed with others bearing fruit, parti-
cularly of the plum kind, Along those banks,
the country appeared cultivated as a garden, pro-
ducmg chiefly culinary vegetables.

- The stream was here so strong, that it requir-
ed, to stem it, eighteen to twenty tracLexs to each
yacht; nor could their progress often exceed a
mile an hour; but the beauty of the scene made
some amends for the slowness of the motion. In’
other places the river widened to about eighty
feet; and the current of the stream was more easily
overcome. ‘ ‘

It was a tradition prevalent among the sailors
upon this river, and the inhabitants ypon its
shores, that its depth and width were once vastly
greater than at present: a large branch from the
Yellow river then falling through that channel
into the wide bason of Tien-sing; whereas the
whole of the great river now falls into the Yel-
Jow sea, at a distance of more than an hundred
miles from the present spot.
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At every interval of a few miles, are military
posts, at each of which soldiers are stationed to
protect the internal commerce of the provinces, as
well as travellers, from pirates and robbers. ~ A
Chinese soldier wears his sword on the léft side,
but with the point bending forwards: and he
draws it with the right hand turned behind him.

The soil hereabouts is sandy, and in appear-
ance dry; but it cannot be dug beyond a foot inr
depth, without ﬁndmg water in abundance. Ga-
nals of different sizes are seen at sh_ort distances,
either falling into the river, or branching from

it into the country.

A remarkable différence took place hereabouts,
between the height of the thermometer 'in the
night, and that which was observed in the middle
of the day. Sometimes it stood little above forty
degrees of F ahrenheit’s scale at sun-rise, and ap-
proached by noon to eighty. Those vicissitudes
began to affect the health of some persons of the
Embassy ; tho the illness of a few of the guard was,
perhaps, chiefly owing to repletion and want of
exercise.

In passing by some villages, several women
were seen at their doors with rocks and reels em-
ployed in spinning cotton. Somie also assisted in
the harvest, who were little to be_ distinguished
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from the men, by any delicacy of feature, or
complexion. ¢ The general character of the per-
¢¢ sons of those women,”” according to the obser-
vation of Mr. Hickey, who, in the course of his
profession, had particularly studied the human
form, ¢ was the reverse of whatis generally con-
«¢ sidered as elegant or beautiful. Their heads
¢ were large and round, and their stature low,
ss apparently not above six lengths of the head.
¢¢ Their shape was wholly concealed from the
¢« neck downwards by loose dresses; they wore
“ wide trousers from the waist to the small of the
““leg; and their feet and ankles were wrapped
“¢ round with bandages.” Those of a more ele-
_gant form were probably not employed in the
rudest labours. A custom which is said to sub-
sisc in China, must render beauty rare in the
lowerclasses of life. Itis assured, that the young
maidens distinguiéhed by their faces or their fi-
gure, are taken or purchased from their parents
at the age of fourteen, for the use of the powerful
and opulent. Accident had thrown a few of these
within view of the gentlemen of the Embassy,,
who considered them, from the fairness and deli- -
cacy of their complexions, and the beauty and
regularity of their features, as entitled to admira-
tion. Some of those who did not appear indis-.
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criminately abroad, but whom curiosity impelled
to quit their houses to see the extraordinary
strangers pass, were sometimes hooted back by
Chinese of the other sex, as if reproaching them
for exposing themselves to the sight of the barba-
rians.

Mr. Hickey, to the circumstance of small
eyes, attributed generally to the Chinese of both
sexes, adds, that *¢ most of the men had blunt
“ noses turned upwards, high cheek-bones, and
«¢ large lips, with complexions dark and muddy.
¢¢ Their hair was universally black, and so thick
¢¢ and strong that, comparatively, they liken the
¢¢ hairof Europeans to the pile or fur of the smal-
*¢ Jer animals. The Chinese often wear whiskers,
“ and encourage the growth of a beard upon the
“¢ chin, which is suffered to descend in straight
¢ lines.” '

At this season of harvest, anactive cheerfulness
scemed to pervade ‘both sexes. They appeared
to be sensible of labouring for their own profit.
Many of the peasants are owners of the land
they cultivate. There are no great and specula-

“tive farmers, aiming at monopoly or combina-
tion in the disposal of their produce, and over-
whelming with their wealth the poorer husband-
men, till they reduce them at length to mere daily
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Iabourers. The advantages vesulting from the
neighbourhood of the river, become some conso-
lation for the occasional oppression of manda-
rines, in forcing frequcritly the peasants, at low
Tates, into the service of government, for the pur-
pose of tracking upon lts bmks the public barges
passmg on it.

"The river meandered through a uchly culti-
vated plain, whose bounds are marked only by
thehorizon. The kow-leang - and other species
of millet, seemed still the principal articles of pro-
duce here, as upon the Peicho. The houses of
almost every village are surrounded with a thick
fence of the stems of the kow-leang, intended pro-
bably as a defence against the cold weather, now
rapidly approaching, tho it was yet only in the
middle of October.

Those villages are sometimes in size equal to
a European city; but none of them are of note
among the Chinese, unless walled round, and
comprehended in one of the three orders of their
cities,

Tho the progress of the yachts against the
stream, was slow, half an hour seldom intervened
without a town or village coming into sight,
The walls of the village houses consisted mostly
of indurated mud; or of masses of earth baked
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imperfectly in - the ‘'sun, or moulded between
planks into the shape of walls, and bound toge-
ther with them, ‘until it had acquired - sufficiént
hardness to support a roof; or of wicker-work,
defended by a coating of adhesive clay. The.
roofs were covered generally with straw, rarely
with green turf. The apartments are divided by
lattice-work hung with broad .paper, containing
either the figures of deities, or columns of moral
sentences. A court or vacant space around ,the
house, is inclosed with wattles, or the stems of the
kow-leang:: the whole markedwithanarrangement
and neatness, implying the attentive industry of
the occupiers, and. sufficient to reconcile the be-
holders to the rudeness of the materials with
which those dwellings were constructed.
The towns were surrounded with walls for the
most part higher than the roofs of the houses
they inclosed. The walls formed generally a
square, and faced the four cardinal points. The
gates were distinguished by the names of east,.
‘west, north, or south gate, according to the fact,
engraved in stone over the entrance. The streets
were for the most part narrow, nor were within
the walls any wide openings or squares. Large
edifices were few, and consecrated to public uses,
or the residence of the principal persons in autho~
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rity. The sumptuary laws of China regulate the
dwellings as well as the apparel, of the opulcnt.
It is a maxim of that state, far from being univer-
sally allowed elsewhere, that the more spaciousthe
apartments of the r1ch the moré confined must
be the cabins of the poor; '+ and the more splendxd
the establishments of the former, the more mise-
rable will be the condition of the latter, as the
more labour is consumed in supplying the super-
ﬂumes, the less remains for obtalmng the neces-
saries; of life. The houses were in general of
simple construction, and in height one story.
The foundations were of freestone or granite,
drawn from the nearest mountains. The walls
were generally built of bricks, of an earth select-
ed with care, and burnt with culm or wood, in
c16§e- kilns or ovens, as are the tiles which cover
the roofs, in rows alternately concave and convex,
and forming ridges and furrows, luted by a ce-
ment of clay. The timber used in building, is
chiefly the larch fir, which is planted in situa-
tions on the mountains too cold or steep for other
culture. The windows are small, and are of pa-
per instead of glass. Very little iron is used,
scarcely even a nail, in any of their buildings,
The floors are not of planks, but of marble flags,
orindurated earth. In elegant and public struc.
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tures, a range of columns made of the entire
trunks of the same kind of fir, run parallel to the
outside walls, between which and the columns a
gallery is thus formed. The body of the roof, in
that case, rests upon the walls, and its projecting
part only upon the columns. In particular build-
ings, the roofs are sometimes ‘double or treble, at
the distance of a few feet one above the other.
All public buildings, and most palaces, have
their chief doors and windows to the south. The
principal edifices are a hall of audience, in which
complaints are heard, and justice administered:
a college for students, in which theyare solemnly
examined for degrees ; temples for public worship
of dwers sects; granaries, in order to be plov1ded
agzunst famine; and a public library. The or-*
dinary houses advance to the streets without co-
lumns; instead of which, such as have shops
hang out two tall poles, painted and gilt, and
erossed with boards, to inform the lettered pas-
senger, in large golden characters, and the un-
learned, by figurative allusions, of the articles
with which he might be supplied. Withinside,
the ornaments are few, and the furniture simple.
Every thmg of wood s painted red and varnished.
The main streets, and part of the suburbs of
these toivns, exhibited the agitation and activity
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of commerce, partly occasioned by the proximity
of the river, on which trading vessels were con:
tinually passing Many also lay at anchor before
the villages as well as towns, '
Each town is supposcd to be under the protee-
tion of certain stars or constellations, of which
last the Chinese reckon twenty-eight ; but they
have, beside, a division of the stars answering to
the signs of the zodiac, and which they call the
twelve mansions of the sun. In a sky so clearas
that which they enjoy, it is not surprising that,
from the first dawn of civilized society, when as
. yet the fewer combinations of civil life, and 2
smaller population, gave less occupation to every
individual ; and ‘sufficient subsistence was to be
obtained with less pains of culture, he should
employ some portion of his time in contemplat-
ing the brilliant lJuminaries above him. The Chi-
nese did not borrow their knowledge of them
from other nations, as appears from the names
by which they are distinguished amongst them,
and which bear analogy ‘to customs and events
in their own country. On some of their ancient
coins are to be found the characters .denoting the
mansions of the sun. By dint of observation,
they came to know in a little time the true num-
berf of days in a solar year, as well as other pe-
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riods and.phenomena of the heavens; but they
quickly fell into the delusions of astrology, the
magnificent prophecies and promises of which
destroyed the taste for the patient labours and so-
ber science of astronomy. Their astrologers pre-
tend to foretell, and publish annually in alma-
nacks, as do, indeed, those.of Europe, every val
riation of the weather in the several seasons of
the succeeding year; but the former mark, be-
sides, the lucky and unlutky days for every pos-
sible human undertaking. The attachment of
the people to such notions, is confirmed by every
accidental coincidence of the Prediction with the
event; while the frequency of disappointment is
considered as arguing only the ignorance of the
practitioner, not the fallibility of the art. New
and many oracles are consulted, in hope they
may agree. And thus, what ought to put an end
to the credulity of dupes to such impostures,
serves only-to increase the business of those who
carry them on. It is the source of much emolu-
ment to them, as it is of expence and anxiety to
their employers. It operates as a voluntary tax
upon superstition.

No legal tax is imposed in China on the score
of religion. Ceremonies are ordained by it, in

VOL. 11I. | 0
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the performance of which some timé is necessa-
rily consumed, and sacrifices are required, which
occasion expence, on the new and full moon;
and in spring and autumn and likewise in the
beginning of the year. On the latter occasion,
particularly, much dissipation takes place. Some
good also is effected. , Acquaintances renew. their
suspended intercourse; friends offended ‘are re-
conciled; every thing dates as from a new era.
The poorest cottager looks forward and prepares;
during. the, preceding months, for an interval,
however brief, of enjoying life, after having so
long' dragged on laboriously the burden of it;
but, in the mean time, there are no fixed days or
stated periods set apart to rest from labour. It
must be concluded, that the habitual exertions
of the people do not require relaxation fre-
quently.

The Chinese are, perhaps, upon an average,
better able to support moderate labour with little
intermission than many of the lower classes in
Europe. They are bred in better and sounder
habits ; “and continue longer under the direction
of their parents. They are, for the most part,
sober; they marry early; they are less exposed to
the temptations of debauchery ; they are less liable
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to . contiact ‘diseases which corrupt thé springs-
of life ; their lives are more regular and uniform.
It has been calculated, .upon the authority of
facts and observation, that notwithstanding the’
baneful luxuries in which the Eurdpeag rich in-
dulge, and the disorders of repletion, 'inactivity,
and vice, to which they are ‘subject, the mean.
duration of their lives exceeds about ten years
that of their inferiors, whom excessive fatigue',
had contributed to wear out before théir time;
whom poverty had deprived of the means of pro--
portional comfort.and subsistence; who were'
more exposed to the inclemencies of weather, and -
the accidents of life; and less guarded -against
their eﬂ'ects, as well as’ more liable to disease,
with less leisure or means for cure.

The Ghinese have no Sunday, nor even such
a division as a week. ‘The temples are, however,
open every day for the visits of devotees. Persons
of that description have, from time to time, made -
grants, tho tono greatamount, for the maintenance
of their clerg'y; but no lands are subject to eccle-
stastical tithes. A land tax to government has
been substituted, in the last reign, to a poll-tax,
as better proportioned to the faculties of indivi-
duals. Most imports,.and all luxuries, are like-

Oz«
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wise taxed; but the duty being added to the ori-

_ginal price of the article, is seldom distinguished

from it by the consumer. A transit duty is laid

likewise on goods passing from one province to
another. gFach province in China, which may
be comparéd to an European kingdom, is noted,

chiefly, for the production of some particular

article, the conveyance of which, to supply the

demand for it in the others, raises this duty to a
considerable sum, and forms the great internal.
commerce of the empire. Presents from the tri-
butaries and subjects of the Emperor, and the

confiscations of opulent criminals, are not over-
looked in enumerating the resources of the pub-

Lic treasury. Taxes, such as upon rice, are re-

ceived in kind. The several species of grain, on

which many of the poorer classes of the people
principally subsist, are exempted from taxation;
so is wheat, to which rice is always preferred by
the Chinese.

Near San-choo, in this part of the journey,
wheat was perceived growing, for the first time
in China, by-the present travellers. It was
about two inches above the ground : and, tho on
a dry sandy soil, where no rain had fallen for
the three preceding months, it looked remark-
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Aably well: It was very neatly sown in drills, or
dibbled, according to the method used of late in
‘some parts of Encland That of scattering the
seed by the hand, Acalled broad-cast, which, on a
very few accidental occasions only, is ever prac-
tised by the Chinese, had been found by them to
be attended with a considerable loss of seed, as
well as with -a diminution of the crop, which, -
when such a method is used, is too apt to grow
in some spots in clusters, while in others the
ground is scarcely covered. The drill method
serves likewise to employ the women and chil-
dren of the cultivator, in an employmént requir-
ing little strength. A gentleman of the Embassy
calculated, that the saving of the seed alone, in
China, in this drill husbandry, which would be
lost in that of broad-cast, would be sufficient to
maintain all the European squects of Great Bri-
tain.

The Chinese neverdivide their fields into ridges
and furrows, but plant their grain on an even
surfaice. Whatever may be gained by drain-
ing off the rain by furrows in land entirely
flat, it is an error to suppose that any in-
crease of crop can be obtained in consequenice
of increasing the surface of the soil by turn:
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ing-the'ridges in a turve, since no more plants,

which ‘rise perpendicularly from the ground,
~.can.be produced. upon the curve, than. from
its base; and a loss is suffered also by theé soil
vtakqn;for- the formation of such' ridges _fr,om
the: furrows; in which the plants, whether of
.grain or grass, are generally thin, po.or, and
drooping. -,

The husbandman is not inattentive to the di-
xection of the rows for setting or dibbling his
‘grain, -as may be, indeed, inferred from 'the
solemn. regulations made concerning the annual
ceremony of the Emperor’s act of husbandry in
ploughing the ground. It is settled, that ¢¢ he
¢¢ shall stand with his face -turned towards the
¢¢ south, and takmg hold of the plough with his
¢¢ right hand, he shall-turn up a furrow in that
¢¢ direction.” - Tlle best exposition, however, is
likely to depend on local circumstances. In some
parts of England it has been remarked, where
ridges of a field were- turned east and west, and
Iaid down for grass, that the side exposed to the
southward was invariably more green, better co-
vered, and the grass in a more advanced state,
than on the northern face of the ridge. Perhaps,
ppon trial, the direction of north-west and south-
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east would be found there most eligible, as the
keen and piercing winds that so much retard ve-
getation in Great Britain, scarcely éver blow'
from those quarters in the sprmg and summer
moriths. The broad side of the butermost ridge
being exposed to the north-east, from whencé the
cold and destructive winds proceed, would shelter
in great measure, the interior part of the crop;
whereas, “when the rows happen to lie open to
thit point of the compass, those piercing winds
. find-out channels to pass through every part of
the crop, aﬂécting the roots as well as the stems
of’ the growing corn.

" Beside "the wheat flour for making the soft
bread ‘or cakes, by the means of steam, as men-
tioned in a former part of this work, much of it
is used in forming the substance called in Exirope
vermicelli, much relished by the Chinese.

" To each cottage. is attached a small spot of
ground for raising culinary vegetables; and about
* eachareafewhogsand poultry,particularly ducks.
. The carcasses of many of the latter are spread
out, salted and dried, and sent in this state as an
article of commerce to many of the great cities,
The art of hatching ducklings by artificial heat,
has long been familiarly practised by this people.



200 _EMBASSY_TO CHINA.

They. were not, indeed, ‘taught” by..the ostrich
leaving its eggs in the sand to be hatched by the
sun, that bird not being known to be mdxgenous
to China, but perhaps by the crocodile, small
species of which ar¢ found in some of the south-
ern rivers of the empire,-

In this part of the country, near the fields of
wheat, were several patches of buck-wheat now.
in full flower. The produce of this species of
polyg(‘)nu,m is applied to the same uses as other.
grain, and its flour is remarkably fine and white.

‘ The gentlemen of the Embassy had in this
tract, abundant leisure to make excursions upon,
land, as the boats were proceeding against the
strong current of the river, thé course of which
was to the north-east. A sufficient number of
men were impressed by the mandarines to track
the boats; but the pay allowed by government
was not adequate to the labour, and many of
them withdrew from the task whenever they
found an opportunity of escaping unperceiv-
ed. It often happened that a set of trackers
were exchanged in the night, that fresh might
be surprised in their houses, and forced into the,
service. A superintendant, like a negro driver
in the West Indies, m}rches generally behind
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- them with a whip, to quicken their pace, and pre-
vent their desertion. '

. On the eighteenth of October the Embassy en«
jered the province of Shan-tung. All its pro-
vincial attendants were then changed for others

destined to attend it to Han-choo-foo. Twocities

" were passed in the course of the afternoon. Be:
fore each, as indeed before every town upon the
river, a great number of junks and.barges was
observed at anchor, "

This bemg the day of the full moon, the whole
night was employed in religious ceremoniess
Guns firing almost continually ; bands of noisy
music; striking of some hundred loos; fire-
works letting off ; and perfumed matcheés burn-
ing, were continued without intermission from
midnight till the rising of the sun.

The province, in this part of it, appears a per-
fect level on both sides of the river. Here were
seen growing,' together with wheat and millet, a
few fields of tobacco, but more of the annual cot-
ton plant. The latter forms much of the cultis
vation of this and the adjoining southern pro-
vince of Kiang-nan; nor is it neglected in those
places to the northward, where the pods can be
carried to perfection before the severe frosts set
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4n. It 1s not uncommon for:the cultivator in
those countries, to lop off the tops of the cotton
Jeaves, in order to increase the number of pods,
and hasten their productlom in like manner as
in -the West Indies, expenence "has shewn that
the flawers of the rose tree are accelerated and in-
creased by whipping the branches of that shrub.
‘A sufficient quantity of cotton is not-produced
in China for the consumption of the inhabitants,
among the lower orders of which cotton cloth is

universally worn by both sexes. The importa-
tion of that article from Bombay is very consi-
derable. It is sold at Canton for dollars, which,
. in the circle of commerce, are given for bills of
exchangeupon England; and the dollars returned
to the Chinese merchants for the teas, silk, and
porcelain, exported from thence for ‘Europe. Ad-
joiriing to the fields of cotton, are others cultivat-
ed with indigo, with whose blue dye, the cottons
used for the common people are generally co-
loured ‘throughout the empire.

On the twenty-second day of October, the
yachts stopped before Lin-sin-choo, a city of the
second order, near which stood a handsome pa-
goda of nine storles. These buildings are called
by the' natives, Ta, and are most numerous in
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hilly parts of the country, upon the summits of
which they are frequently erected. They are ge-
nerally from one hundred and twenty to one hun-
dred and sixty feet high, whick is equal ¢ to foutr

or five of their diameters at the base; and consist

mostly of an-unequal number, five, seven, or nine

gallenes or stones, dlmmlshmg as they rise,

with as many projecting roofs.

. At Lin-sin-choo, the yachts quitted the Eu-
110, which, from:its sourct on the westward, ran
north-easterly to this place, and is here joined by
the Impérial-vor grand canal, which is carried in
a line directly south: This entérprise, the great-
est and miost ancient of its kind, which was found
to extend from hence to Han-choo-foo, in anirre-
gular line of about five hundred miles, not only
through heights and over vallies, but across i
vers and lakes, must have either begun or ended
at Lm-sm-lchoo, and it is possible tha,t the Ta,
or pagoda just mentioned, the low situation of
which precludes the idea of its having been in-
tended either as a watch-tower or an obelisk, the
supposed usual purposes of such structures, may
have been meant to commemorate either,the un-
dertaking or the accomplishment of this canal;
as a work of no less genius than national uti-

lity.
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This. great 'work differs much from the cajials
of Europe, which are generally protracted in
straight lines within narrow bounds, and without
a current; whereas that of China is winding
often in its course,.of unequal and'sometimes
.considerable width, and 