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Older and disabled persons not
ostracized in Myanmar society but being

taken care of in oneway or another

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses ceremony
to mark International Day of Disabled Persons

Y

. | - s
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses ceremony to
commemorate | nternational Day of Disabled Persons.

MNA

YancoN, 3 Dec—
“Disabled persons in
Myanmar are now enjoy-
ing social rights fully un-
der thefind traditionsand
culture of Myanmar and
the policy of the govern-
ment,” said Secretary-1of
the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-
Gen Thein Sein at a cer-
emony to mark the Inter-
national Day of Disabled
Persons held at the Inter-
national Business Centre
on Pyay Road, here, this
morning.

Present on the oc-
casionwereLt-GenMyint
Swe of the Ministry of
Defence, Chairman of

Yangon Division Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Commander of Y angon
Command Brig-Gen Hla
Htay Win, the ministers,
thechief Justice, theattor-
ney-general, the Yangon
mayor, the deputy minis-
ters, the director-general
of the State Peaceand De-
velopment Council Of-
fice, heads of department,
members of the Central
Committee for Organiz-
ing the International Day
of Disabled Persons, resi-
dentrepresentativesof UN
agencies, those from the
Myanmar Women's Af-
fairs Federation,
Myanmar Maternal and

Child Welfare Associa-
tion and Myanmar Sports
Federation for Disabled
Persons, the principal s of
theschool for disabled per-
sons, teachers, students,
well-wishers and guests.
In his address, the
Secretary-1 said that to-
day is the International
Day of Disabled Persons
that wasdesignated by the
UN in order to uplift the
dignity of disabled per-
sons. The nations of the
world have been holding
the ceremonies to mark
the International Day of
Disabled Personswiththe
am of letting the world
(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Monday, 4 December, 2006 * Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
. * Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Myanmar makingendeavours| |« Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

for eradication of AIDS (¥ Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
HIV casefirst occurredin 1981 and it - ..

hasspread thr oughout theworldin 20years. H OmeAffal Irs M INnister meets

About 39.5 million people are at risk of departmental officialsin Ngwehsaung

HIV/AIDSintheworld. Altogether 4.3 mil-
lionindividualswereinfected withHIV due
to its rapid spread and some 2.9 million =
individuals have died of AIDSthisyear.

Since the impact of HIV and AIDS|| - & 'ﬁ:ﬂw £ f}nﬁr ?‘Ff"{\é .
goes beyond the health sector, it gradually : . ; =N -
affects social, economic and development
aspects of the nation. Therefore, the na-
tionsof theworld havegiven priority tothe
prevention and control of HIV and AIDS.

Myanmar has been launching anti-

AIDS campaign in cooperation with not BN ) =

only UN agencies but 18 local social or- Minister Maj-Gen Maung Oo meeting with departmental officials of Pathein District. — mnA

ganizationsand 17 international social or - Nay Pvi Taw, 3 Dec—Minister for HomeAffairs ported to the minister on salient pointsof Ngwehsaung

ganizations and it is also actively taking | | Ma-GenMaungOoon26November metwithDeputy | and works carried out for regional development.
Commander of Ayeyawady Division MPF PoliceLt- Theminister stressed theneed for official's, depart-

part in the ASEAN work prog.ramme N1l col Maung Maung, Chairman of Pathein District | mental personnel and social organizationsto serve the
HIV and AIDS, Mekong Regional HIV || Peace and Development Council Deputy Commis- | interests of the State and the people and to take part in
and AIDS projects and regional and cen- sioner of Pathein District U Than Win, Administra- | regional development.

) i tive Officer U Aung Myo Hlaing of Ngwehsaung, Next, theminister presented cash assistanceto staff
tral level projectsbeingundertakenby UN | | genartmental officials, townselders and members of | members of Ngwehsaung GAD.
agencies. social organizations at the office of General Admin- L ater, theminister proceeded to Ngwehsaung M PF
. , . istration Department in Ngwehsaung. station and inspected functions of the police station.

With the multi-sector al and multifac- Administrative Officer U Aung Myo Hlaing re- MNA
eted efforts, thespread of HIV in Myanmar
has declined since 2000. The adult HIV Wor kshop on Final Draft of National
prevalence camedown from 1.5 per centin Bl Osafet I:r. amewor k
2000 to 1.3 per cent in 2006. Such achieve- y —

ments have been made due to the correct
policy and encouragement of the govern-
ment, full implementation of the National
Health Plan and public cooperation.

For the interest of the nation and its ' 4
people, the government has determined to

fight against AIDS threatening the man- b,
kind in order to be AIDS free Myanmar ,'
and AIDS free world in cooperation with 2 TN »
inter national societies. =
A A A _J‘I
. . Deputy Minister for Agrlculture and Irrigation U Ohn Myint addr%s%Workshop on Final
Dabayl n TOW”Shl p NLD Draft of National Biosafety FrameWork. — mNa
1 Yancon, 3 Dec — A ceremony to open Work- . .
mernber qUItS shop on Fina Draft of National Biosafety Frame- M edlcal treatment glVen to

_ Y{-\NGON, 3 Dec — Member of .Dabayi.n Toyvr_l- work, of the Deyelopmen@ of National Biosgfety inm ates Of M an d aJ ay Centr a| Jal |
ship National Leaguefor Democracy in Sagaing Divi- | Framework of Project beingimplemented by Agricul- - o _
sion U Than Gyaung on 23 September resigned from | tura Planning Department of theMinistry of Agricul - Y anGoN, 3 Dec—Physiciansand specialists of pri-
ture and Irrigation, was held at the hall of Myanma | vate infirmaries and clinics have been giving medical
Farm Enterprise on Pyay Road, here,on 1 December. | treatment to inmates of Mandalay Central Jail since

Deputy Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation | November.
U Ohn Myint delivered an opening address. Altogether 44 inmates were given medical treat-
. . _ Also present on the occasion were directors- | ment—18 inmates on 10 November, 11 inmateson 17
ship I\/.Iul.tl—party D?mOCfaCY General Elect|o.n Sub- general and managing directors of departments and | November and 15 inmates on 24 November.
commission, he said he quit the party of his Own | enterprises under the ministry, Resident Representa- Likewise, psychiatristsof Mandalay on23Novem-
volition ashelost trust and interest inthe party andits | tjveof FAO Mr Tang Zhenping and representativesof | ber visited the jail and gave medical treatment to 24
leaders. — MNA ministries concerned. — MNA inmates who are mentally ill. — MNA

the party of his own accord sending his resignation
letter to NLD (Headquarters) and authorities con-
cerned.

In hisresignation | etters sent to Dabayin Town-
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A tourist chooses a coconut doll in a souvenir shop in Waning of south China's
Hainan Province, on 28 Nov, 2006. —XINHUA
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Thai Supreme Court rules Hollywood
studio ruins Phi Phi Beach

Banckok, 2 Dec— Thailand’ sSupremeCourt hasruled that theHollywood

film producer 20th Century Fox and itsThai representativecontributedtothe | ™

damage of the ecosystem of Maya Beach on Phi Phi Island while filming the
movie" The Beach" starring L eonardo DiCaprio.
Meanwhile, other

Chavez says Bush “devil” speech
spur of the moment

Caracas (Venezuela), 2 Dec — Venezuela's President calling his US
counterpart Satanin aUN speech seemed adevilish gambit in the nationswar
of words— but Hugo Chavez says he was shooting from the hip.

Chavez earned head-
lines worldwide and
sparked US outrage in
September withasulfurous
harangue at the UN
General Assembly that
branded George W Bush
Lucifer—and contributed
inVenezuelaslossinabid
foraSecurity Council seat.

"The devil thing | did
not have it on my mind |

swear, it occurred to me
right there, Chanez said at
a news conference on
Thursday.

The man who has also
called Bush a donkey, a
drunkard — and worse—
is favoured to win re-
electionon Sunday in part
because his supporters

applandtheway hespeaks

out against what he sees

as US "imperialism".
Recalling how hecame
to mock the US President
in front of the world's
dignitaries, Chavezsaidhe
read the American's
comments to the Assem-
bly a day earlier and
decided to cast aside his
own prepared speech and
go Bush-bashing.
MNA/Reuters

The Supreme Court
ordered on Thursday the
American film company
and its representative in
Thailand, the Santa
International Film Produc-
tion Co, to be responsible
for restoring theecosystem
at the Phi Phi Idand, Krabi
Province in southern
Thailand, to its origina
condition, Thai News

Agency reported Friday.
The seven-year-old
suit wasfiled by theKrabi
Provincia Administration
Organization and the Ao
Pra Nang Tambon (sub-
district) Administration
Organization, the local
supervision authorities,
aong with 17 Krabi and
Phi Phi Island residents,
according to the report.

defendants including
Pongpol Adireksarn, then
agriculture minister, the
Royal Forestry Depart-
ment and the department
director-genera Plodpra-
sop Suraswadi werefound
not guilty of negligence
of duty in issuing the
permit for the filming,
which led to damage at

-'1 -

A visitor looks at a Wiesmann GT during the First International Luxury

Actress
Nicole
Kidman
smiles
during a
promational
eventin
Genevaon
30 Nov,
2006.

INTERNET

the national park’s
property. —MNA/Xinhua

Expo in Sofia, capital of Bulgaria, on 30 Nov, 2006. The expo was held on

29 Nov to 2 Dec.—XINHUA

AIDSKIllIs 950 S Africans every day

JoHANNESBURG, 1 Dec— HIV/AIDSKkillsan aver age of 950 peoplein South Africaevery day, and 71 per
cent of these deaths occur among people aged from 15 to 49, a new study hasindicated.

About two million
South Africans had died
fromAIDS-relatedillness
since the start of the
epidemic in the early
1990s.

Thisyear, deathsdueto

AIDS accounted for
350,000 of the estimated
740,000 total fatalities,
which was equivaent to
950 AIDS-related deaths
a day, according to the

Actuarial Society of South
Africa (ASSA), in
collaboration with
scientists from the
M edical Research Council
and the Centre for
Actuarial Research

Cairo Airport honoured as
Airportof theYear inAfrica

Calro, 1 Dec— Cairo International Airport was
honoured on Wednesday as the “ Airport of the Y ear”
in Africa, an Egyptian official said.

The award ceremony was held on the sidelines
of the closing session of the 38th round of the
African Civil Aviation Commission, said General
Fathi Fathallah, chairman of Cairo Airport
Company.

Theairport won the award for its effortsto upgrade
various sectorsin the past three years, he said.

MNA/Xinhua
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Indian school children hold placards as they take part in an activity to mark
the World AIDS Day in Amritsar, India, on 1 Dec, 2006. —XINHUA

18/7/29, 7:06 AM

(CARE) at the University
of Cape Town.

The  scientists
suggested high rates of
AIDS-related mortality
werelikely tocontinuefor
at least the next 10 years
inthecountry of 47 million
people.

The new study
estimates 5.4 million
South Africans, or 11 per
cent of the population,
were infected with HIV
by June this year,
compared with the 5.5
million estimate for last
year given by government
and the United Nations,
national  newspaper
Business Day reported on
Thursday.

The study also warned
that young South Africans
were hardest hit by HIV/
AIDS.

MNA/Xinhua
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The people can servetheinterests of the
nation by means of casting thelr votes with
consider ation rather than with emotion

YancoN, 3 Dec— The following is the proposals
submitted by independent representatives-elect U Tin Win
of Kyaiklat Township Constituency-2, U Thein Kyi of
Taundwingyi Township Constituency-1, U HlaSoeof Minbu
Township Constituency-2, U Mya Hlaing of Twantay
Township Constituency-2, U Kyi Win of Mingaladon
Township Constituency-1 and U Tin Tun Maung of
Mingaladon Township Constituency-2 on thedetailedbasic
principles for the Chapter “ Election” and the Chapter
“Political Parties’ tobeincludedin Stateconstitutionatthe
Plenary Session of theNati onal Conventionin Nyaunghnapin
Camp in Hmaby Township, Yangon Division on 30-11-
2006.

| extend my greetingstoMr Chairmanand NC delegates,
chairmen and members of the National Convention
Convening Commission and respective committees, and
NC delegates, | extend my greetingsto you all.

| am independent representative-elect U Kyi Win of
Mingaladon Township Constituency (1) from the delegate
group of representatives-elect.

It is great pleasure for independence representatives-
electus, U TinWinof Kyaiklat Township Constituency (2),
U Thein Kyi of Taungdwingyi Township Constituency (1),
U Hla Soe of Minbu Township Constituency (2), U Mya
Hlaing of Twantay Township Constituency (2), U Tin Tun
Maung of Mingaladon Township Constituency (2) and me
to have an opportunity to present our proposal for the
Chapter “Election”, the Chapter “Political Parties” and the
Chapter “ Provisions on State of Emergency” to beincluded
in State constitution.

Of six us, | am the first man to read out our proposal.
Mr Chairman,

Holding free and fair electionsis afundamental factor
for the establishment of a democratic human society.
According tothedemocracy system, agovernmentisvested
with the State power only through the votes of the people
concerned. A freeandfair election can convert thevotesinto
the State power of a government in accordance with the
existing law and State Constitution. By this means, a
democratic government that represents the people comes
into existence. In this regard, the people should value and
correctly use the right to vote. The people can serve the
interest of the nation by means of casting their votes with
consideration rather than with emotion.

Mr Chairman,

Regularly holding el ections gives agood opportunity
to the people to vote for a sort of Hluttaw member with a
sense of duty for the next time and to remove a sort of
Hluttaw member with incompetent discharge of duties by
means of not voting for him. Every democratic country
holds elections, but not every election is held
democratically. Some leftist governments and some
governments exercising a single-party system make their
rulelegal through elections. In such an election, thereisa
list of only one candidate or a few candidates with the
intention that the representative nominated by the
government or the party concerned can be elected. A
democratic election is a competition of various political
parties along with the right to canvass the peoplein afree
andfair way for votes, theright of eligiblecitizensto vote,
practice of fair election rules and electora functions, and
occasional holding of elections.

Mr Chairman,

All candidatesfor el ectionsin the democratic countries
are responsible for upholding democratic concepts and the
State constitution. They areto be convinced of the fact that
they arevying each other for shouldering important dutiesof
the nation. After the elections, losers are to be pleased with
the results and the winners, to implement the feelings and
desires of the people.
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Mr Chairman,

Every citizen in a nation exercising the multi-party
democracy system shall be vested with the right to elect a
peopl€e's representative who will represent them, and to
stand for election in accord with the law. Theright to elect
apeopl € srepresentativewho will represent them coversall
citizenswho havetheright to vote. Thevoting age should be
fixed at 18 years. A person at this age is intellectual and
mature enough to distinguish between bad and good. All
citizenseligibleto vote should be bestowed with theright to
vote freely irrespective of sex, educational qualification,
wealth and qualification.

So, regarding the right to vote, the point:

“Every citizen whohasturned 18 on thedateon
which elections commence, who is not disqualified
by law, whoiseligibletovote, and who hastheright
to voteunder thelaw, shall havetheright to vote.”

should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.
Mr Chairman,

Under the detailed basic principles adopted by the
National Convention, Hluttaw membersareto beelectedto:

() Pyithu Hluttaw;

(b) Amyotha Hluttaw; and

(c) Region or State Hluttaw.

Inthisregard, at aconstituency, avoter shall cast only
avotefor aHluttaw at an election. In aRegion or State and
except those who have aready got the Self-Administered
Area, each of the remaining nationa races that has a
population which constitutes 0.1 percent and above of the
population of the State should be vested the right to elect a
national race representative. That shows recognition of the
right of ethnic minorities and Union Spirit.

Therefore, regarding the election of people’s
representatives to the Hluttaw concerned, the point:

(a)“ Every citizenwhoiseligibletovoteand who
hastheright to voteby thelaw shall cast only avote
for a Hluttaw each at a constituency.

(b) “In addition, people of national races
concerned who are €ligible to vote in accordance
with the provisions of the State Constitution shall
havetheright to votein electing representatives of
national races to the Region or State Hluttaw
concerned.”

should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.
Mr Chairman,

In the democracy system, the people should be vested
with the right of ballot to enable them to vote freely and to
protect them being threatened. Moreover, polling booths
and ballot boxesareto beunder protection and thevotes cast
areto be counted in the public of the people. Only then will
the government win the trust of the people.

Therefore, regarding ballot, the point:

“Ballot shall be exercised.”

e A

Holding free and fair
elections is a fundamental
factor for the establishment
of a democratic human
society. According to the
democracy system, a
gover nmentisvested withthe
Statepower only throughthe
votesof thepeopleconcer ned.

\- J
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should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.
Mr Chairman,

All thosewho havetheright to vote should be entrusted
withtheright to el ect peopl €’ srepresentativeswho represent
them. But, that right should not be vested in certain sorts of
persons.

Therefore, the point:

“The following persons shall have no right to vote—

(@) membersof the Religious Order;

(b) personsserving prison terms;

(c) persons adjudged to be of unsound mind as

provided for in therelevant law;

(d) persons who have not yet been cleared from

being declared destitute; and

(e) personswho arebanned from votingunder the
election law.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Intheinterests of the electorate concerned, acandidate
should stand for election at the constituency only he has
already planned, rather than doing so again at another
constituency.

Therefore, the point:

“At an election, a candidate—
(a) shall be elected to one Hluttaw only.
(b) shall stand for election at one constituency
only.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.
Mr Chairman,

The voters living in a Union territory are going to
elect members to the Pyithu Hluttaw and the Amyotha
Hluttaw because the Union territories will be under direct
rule of the President, and the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw will have
to prescribe necessary laws for Union territories. So,
electorate of the Union territories no longer need to elect
Hluttaw members to the Region or State Hluttaw. After a
Region or State Hluttaw member from a township or
congtituency inaRegionor Stateisel ected, and that township
or constituency is prescribed under extraordinary
circumstancesasaUnionterritory by thePyidaungsuHIuttaw
with respect to national defence, security, administration,
and economic affairs, the said township or constituency will
beunder direct rule of the Union President. In addition, save
as otherwise provided by this Constitution, such Region or
State Hluttaw member should no longer beallowed to stand
as aRegion or State Hluttaw member.

Therefore, regarding el ectionsfor Unionterritories, the
point:

“(a) Electorate living in the Union territories, or the
Union territories desgnated by the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw under thelaw, shall eect membersof the
Pyithu Hluttaw and the Amyotha Hluttaw only.

(See page 5)



The people can servethe...
(from page 4)

(b) Saveasotherwiseprescribed by theConstitution,
aRegion or State Hluttaw member elected in a
constituency that the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has
designated asa Union territory shall no longer
stand as a Hluttaw member”

should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.
Mr Chairman,

Every citizen should be bestowed with theright to vote
and to stand for election in accord with the law.

Therefore, regarding the right of citizens to stand for
election, the point:

“Every citizen who is not disqualified by the
provisionsof this Constitution and the provisions of the
law regulating elections shall havetheright to stand for
election to a Hluttaw”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

The electorate concerned should be vested with the
right to recall the Hluttaw member they have elected if he
hasbetrayedthe State, violated aprovisionof theConstitution,
committed a misbehaviour, is no longer capable of
discharging duties assigned to him, or lacks qualifications
prescribed in the Constitution for aHIuttaw member. Inthis
regard, the maximum number of the voters necessary to
recall a Hluttaw member should be at least one per cent of
theinitial number of thevoters. And, thecomplaint about the
Hluttaw member should be submitted to the Election
Commission.

After receiving such complaint document, the Election
Commissionshould conduct aninvestigationintothecasein
accordwiththelaw and entrust the Hluttaw member with the
right to rebut the accusation in person or through a
representative.

Therefore, the point:

“(a) A Hluttaw member may berecalled for any of

the following reasons—

(1) treason;
(2) violation of any provision of the
Constitution;

(3) misbehaviour;

(4) lack of qualifications prescribed in the
Constitution for a Hluttaw member;

(5) incompetent dischar ge of duties.

Complaint about theHluttaw member endor sed

by at least one percent of initial number of the

voters of the constituency concerned shall be

submitted to the Pyidaungsu Election

Commission.

Pyidaungsu Election Commission shall conduct

investigation into the case in accord with the

law.

(d)Whilethecaseisunder investigation, theHIuttaw

member concer ned shall havetheright torebut

the accusation in person or through a

representative.

The Pyidaungsu Election Commission shall,

findingtheaccusation trueand consideringthe

Hluttaw member should no longer carry out

duties, take action in accord with the law”

should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Another important point to introduce democracy isthe
holding of elections. Now, many other countries have made
the system of setting up alarge constituency to elect more
than one HIuttaw member, and designating the number of
Hluttaw members in proportion to the votes. So, necessary
laws should be prescribed in accord with the resol utions of
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

Therefore, regarding election and recall, the point:

“ThePyidaungsu Hluttaw shall prescribenecessary
laws on election and recall.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

A Pyidaungsu el ection Commission should beformed
to implement functions on election aswell asthelawson
political parties. Our nation is going to exercise the
discipline-flourishing democratic system, so elections
for the Pyithu Hluttaw, the Amyotha Hluttaw, and the
Region or State Hluttaw will be held from time to time,

(b)

(©

()
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and tasks for holding elections will be carried out

continuously. In addition, there will be many tasks such

as formation of sub-commissions at different levels to
supervisethework, designation of constituencies, taking

arrangements, making lists of voters. Therefore, a

permanent Pyidaungsu Election Commission should be

formed and achairman and members shoul d be appointed
totheCommissioninaccordwiththelaw. Thecommission
should be entrusted with the duty to supervise electoral
work and scrutinize and assess notes of electoral
complaints. Moreover, political parties should be under
control by meansof prescribing laws, rulesand procedures
in accord with the provisions of this Constitution. With
respect to assigning duties to the chairman and members
of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission, the President
should appoint at least five members including the
chairman of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission in
accord with the provisionsrelating to the appointment of
aUnionminister statedinthe Constitution. Thechairman
and members of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission
should have due qualifications. Having to carry out
demanding tasks, such persons should be the ones with
security outlook, political outlook, legal outlook and
administrative outlook. And they should be the oneswho
are well-experienced with prestige and good characters.

Besides, such persons should be the ones age above 50

years. And they should not be members of a political

party. They should not accept any other positionsthrough
which they can enjoy salaries and allowances.

Therefore, regarding the formation of Pyidaungsu
Election Commission, the points:

(a) The President shall form a Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Election Commission. In the process, he may
appoint at least five members including the
chairman of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission in accord with the provisions on
appointment of Union minister stated in the
Constitution.

(b) The chairman and members of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw Election Commission shall be the ones
who —

(1) have turned 50 year s of age.

(2) mest, except age limit, requirements set for Pyithu
Hluttaw members.

(3) (aa) haveserved in thepost of Union Chief Justiceor
Union supremecourt judge; Region or StateHigh
Court judgeor in aposition equivalent to the post
of Region or State High Court judge at least five
years; (or)

(bb)have served in the post of judicial officer or law
officer that is not lower than Region or State
level for at least 10 years; (or)

(cc) havepractised law astheadvocatefor at least 20
years, (or)

(dd) aredeemed tobecelebritieswith prestigeby the
President.

(4) are well-experienced with good characters.

(5) comply with provisions, with which they have no
right to stand for election as Pyithu Hluttaw
members.

(6) areloyal to the State and the people.

(7) arenot members of a political party.

(8) are not Hluttaw members.

(9) do not accept any other positions from which they

can enjoy salaries and allowances’

should be adopted as detailed basic principles.

Under the future State constitution, the people will
have to elect membersto the Amyotha Hluttaw, the Pyithu
Hluttaw and the Region of Statein accordancewiththelaw.
In the process, 12 Amyotha Hluttaw members will be
electedfromeach Regionor Stateincluding Unionterritories.
And 330 membersfrom acrossthe nation will be elected to
the Pyithu Hluttaw in accordance with the law based onthe
population and situations of the township concerned. In
addition, two members each from the townships will be
elected to Region of State Hluttaw who will represent the
national race concerned.

Mr Chairman,

The election commission should be vested with the
duties to form sub-commissions at different levels of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission, to designateand arrange
constituenciesand to makelists of votersto ensurefreeand
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Itisnatural that despitecorrect
and effective supervision of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission,
some losers in the elections
complain about the results. So,
electoral benchesaretobefor med
inaccordwiththelawtoapproach
such electoral disputes.

fair elections.
Mr Chairman,

The Pyidaungsu Election Commission should be given
duties to put off the elections that cannot be duly held in a
free and fair way in some constituencies due to natural
disasters or regiona security. It will have to prescribe
necessary laws on election and political parties. It should
also be assigned duties to issue necessary laws, procedures
and directiveson electionand political partiesin accordance
with the provisions of this Constitution.

Mr Chairman,

Itisnatural that despitecorrect and effectivesupervision
of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission, somelosersinthe
elections complain about the results. So, electoral benches
are to be formed in accord with the law to approach such
electoral disputes. The commission will have to discharge
electoral proceduresand duties prescribed fromtimetotime
in addition to its original duties prescribed in the State
constitution. So, regarding the designation of duties of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission, the points:

“Duties of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission are as
follows:

(a) holding Hluttaw €elections;

(b) supervising Hluttaw elections, and forming and
supervising sub-commissions at all levels;

(c) designating and arranging constituencies;

(d) making and arranging lists of voters;

(e) putting off electionsthat are not in a position to
be held in a free and fair way in some
constituencies due to natural disasters or local
security;

(f) issuing necessary laws on elections and political
partiesin accordance with the provisions of this
Constitution and procedures and directives in
accor dance with the laws concer ned;

(g) forming electoral benches to resolve electoral
disputes;

(h) discharging duties assigned under alaw.”

should be adopted as detailed basic principles.
Mr Chairman,

If thechairman or amember of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission commits any of the reasons:

(1) treason;

(2)violation of any provision of the Constitution;

(3) misbehaviour;

(4) lack of qualificationsprescribed in the Constitution for a
Hluttaw member;

(5) incompetent discharge of duties,

the President shall blame or charge him in accordance with

theprovisionsprescribedinthe Stateconstitutiononblaming

the Union Chief Justice or any of Union Supreme judges.

Therefore, regarding matters on blaming or charging
the chairman or a member of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission, the point:

“IfthePresident hastoblameor char gethechairman
or amember of thePyidaungsu Election Commission, he
shall do soin accor dancewith the provisionsprescribed
in this Constitution on blaming the Union Chief Justice
or any of Union Supreme Court judges’
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

If thechairman or amember of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission in service wishes to resign of his own accord
dueto hishealth condition or any of other reasons, heshould
have the right to do so.

So, regarding resignation of the chairman or amember
of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission, the point:

(See page 6)
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(from page 5)

“If the chairman or a member of the Pyidaungsu
Election Commission in service wishesto resign of his
own accor d
dueto hishealth condition or any of other reasons, he
may submit hisresignation to the President.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

If theseat of thechairman or amember of thePyidaungsu
Election Commission is vacant due to resignation,
terminationof responsibilities, death, or any of other reasons,
the President should appoint anew chairman or amember of
the Pyidaungsu Election Commission in accordance with
the provisions on appointment of a Union minister
enumerated in the State constitution.

Therefore, regarding a vacant seat of the Pyidaungsu
Election Commission, the point:

“If the seat of the chairman or a member of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission is vacant due to
resignation, termination of responsibilities, death, or
any of other reasons, the President may appoint a new
chairman or a member of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission in accordance with the provisions on
appointment of a Union minister enumerated in the
State Constitution.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

If vacant seats of the chairman or members of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission are filled with suitable
ones from qualified government employees, they should
retire from government service.

So, regarding measuresto betaken if thechairman or a
member of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission is a
government employee, the point:

“If the chairman or a member of the Pyidaungsu
Election Commissionisagover nment employee, heshall
be deemed to haveresigned from civil servicein accord
with theexisting civil servicerulesand regulationsfrom
thedateheisappointed asthechairman or amember of
the Pyidaungsu Election Commission.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Some of the members of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commissionmay belegal experts. So,incompletingelectoral
procedures, forming benches handling notes of electoral
complaints, and expediting implementation of proceedings
in accordance with political party laws, the decisions of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission should be final. So,
regarding decisionsof thePyidaungsu El ection Commission,
the points;

“ThePyidaungsu Election Commission’sactionand

measur esover thefollowingmatter sshall befinal—

(a) electoral procedures;

(b) appeals and amendments on electoral benches

decisionsand orders;

(c) matterstaken under political party law.”
should be adopted detailed basic principles.

Mr Chairman,

The responsibilities and powers of the Pyidaungsu
Election Commission will be important for the nation.
Therefore, thecommission should bevested with duerights.
In order to refer to their responsibilities, powers and rights,
theroleof thecommission chairman should bedesignated to
be equivaent to the position of a Vice-President, and a
member, to the position of a Union minister. The matter
should beprescribed in aseparatelaw instead of prescribing
it in detail in the State constitution.

So, regarding matterson designation of responsibilities,
powers and rights of the chairman and members of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission, the point:

“Theroleof thechairman of thePyidaungsu Election
Commissionisdesignated tobeequivalenttotheposition
of a Vice-President, and a member, to the position of a
Union minister in order to make reference to
responsibilities, power sand rights of the chairman and
members of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission in
prescribing laws.”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Somenational peoplemay havegoneabroad for further

study under the permission of the government, on business
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or on personal affairs. Such stay inforeign countries should
be deemed to have settled in the Union.

So, the point:

“Theperiod of staying abroad with the permission
of the gover nment shall bedeemed to havesettled in the
Union” should be adopted as the provision under the
detailed basic principle:

“havingsettled in theUnion of Myanmar for at least
10 consecutive years up to the time of being elected as
Pyithu Hluttaw representative’
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

In ademocratic country, voting means that the people
usetheir rightsand dutiesfor theemergenceof agovernment
that will rule the nation on their behalf. The people should
have access to ballot so that they can vote freely and avoid
a situation of being threatened in casting votes. In some
constituencies in border areas, the votes cast are counted
polling booth-wise. In consequence, armed insurgents can
guesswho won at avillage or ward. And they may torchthe
village or ward and torture the dwellersfor not electing the
oneforwhomthey asked the peopletovote. So, votesshould
be counted constituency-wiseinstead of poling booth-wise.
Mr Chairman,

In every democratic society, there is rivalry between
one political party and another along with victory and loss
and disagreements. So, it isimportant that political parties
and politicians should take electora tasks in line with the
State constitution through discussions and seeking
agreements. If so, the parties and groups with different
opinions and stances will be able to push the nation on the
path toward democracy. U Tin Tun Maung of Mingaladon
Constituency (2) will read out the second part of our proposal.

U Tin Tun
Maung of
Mingala-
don
Township
Consti- N
tuency-2 )' a-:
¥ |
MNA -
i |

I anU Tin TunMaung, anindependent representative-
elect of Mingaladon Township constituency 2.

I will now present the proposal paper collectively
compiled by independent representative-elects U Tin Win
of Kyalklat Township constituency 2, U Thein Kyi of
Taungdwingyi Township constituency 1, U MyaHIlaing of
Twantay Township constituency 2, U Hla Soe of Minbu
Township constituency 2 and U Tin Tun Maung of
Mingaladon Township constituency 2.

Mr Chairman,

The emergence of a peaceful, stable, modern and
developed democratic state is or vital importance for the
people and it depends on the natural conditions, culture,
customs, opinionsof national races, theforcesthat can steer
the political situation of the nation, objective conditions,
public awareness and political outlook. In addition afirm
and stableis an essential need.

Mr Chairman,

There should also be political parties keeping in the

forethe publicinterest and that can choosethe correct way

for the benefit of the people. The parties should be the
organizations that are systematic in intra relations and
elections and taking the responsibilities, and existing in
harmony with the changing conditions based on firm
political foundations. Only thenwill they beableto devel op
themselves, whilemaintaining structural progress. Durable
political partieswill havethe capacity to ensuresystematic
transfer of the State power, maintain stability and give
proper directives. If not, unruly and unsystematic attempts
to grab the State power will lead to armed conflicts in
which rival organizations will accept foreign assistance
and public lives and property will be destroyed till
sovereignty is lost in the end. Firm and strong political
parties can save the nation from such harmful conditions,
while weak parties will fail to exist in the long-term.
Human soci ety cannot be stablewithout having experienced
and strong political parties.

Mr Chairman,

The Union of Myanmar had been launching
independence struggles continuously since she lost her
independence and fallen under subjugation. The struggles
did not gain success at first asthey wereled by individuals.
But in the later periods, the emergence of national schools
had awakened the people who formed many organizations
including the GCBA. Some organizations evolved into
political parties and the struggle continued with the slogan
“independence first; independence second; independence
third” till independence was regained. But during the post-
independence period, splits occurred among the political
parties to the level of waging armed battles against one
another. Hencethenationfurther lagged behind devel opment.
Future political parties should take those past events as
valuable lessons.

Mr Chairman,

Politicsisacause of the citizens of the nation. It covers
al thepubliceducation, economicandsocia affairs. Political
partiesformedwiththepersonswhoareinterestedinpolitics
have the duty to further improve all the conditions of
citizens. Political parties should be set up after seriously
considering the questions — “ Does the political party
concerned have qualified members?” “If not, how isit
goingtonurtureitsmembers?” “ Doesthepolitical have
firm political programmeand fundamental principles?”
“How isit going to accomplish itstasks?’

Mr Chairman,

If the parties solely aim at garbing power, they will not
beabletoservethepublicinterest. Wehavebitter experiences
of the past during which power was the prize for political
|leadersandtheprivilegeswerethegiftsfor supporters. From
an organization that is within the domain of a leader or a
group of people, apolitical party can beableto changeitself
intoafully democraticorganizationrepresentingitsmembers,
who havetheright to participatein making decisions. All the
members have the duty to develop their party to reach the
said level.

Mr Chairman,

A palitical party is a place where leaders at different
levelsfor the nation are nurtured and produced. Thetasks of
the parties are to gather and nurture young men and women
of al strataof lifeandlevel sof qualificationwho areeagerly
interested in politicsand organization dutiesand to elect and
assignthemtovariousdutiesdemocratically they arequalified
for. By doing so, those young persons will be able to
understand the essence of democracy and discharge the
State duties well at various levels. And when the parties
select and produce candidates in this way, the people will
have greater opportunities to assess those candidates and
elect them. Political partiesaswell asthe personswho have
nointerestinand opposepoliticswill beheldresponsiblefor
the failure to find first-class leaders. The emergence of
brilliant leaders depends on public interest in politics and

(See page 7)

In every democr atic society, thereisrivalry between one political party and
another along with victory and loss and disagreements. So, it isimportant that
political partiesand politiciansshould take electoral tasksin linewith the State
constitution through discussions and seeking agreements. If so, the partiesand
groupswith different opinionsand stanceswill beableto push thenation on the

path toward democracy.
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(from page 6)
consideration and the systematic efforts of the parties to
produce such persons.
Mr Chairman,

Now, | will discuss the explanations of the Chairman
of the National Convention Convening Work Committee
based on the facts | have presented in the above paras.

The following detailed basic principles has been
adopted in the chapter “ Citizenship, Fundamental Rights
and Duties of Citizens'.

“Every citizen is under a duty to uphold:

“(a) Non-disintegration of the Union

“(b) Non-disintegration of national solidarity

“(c) Perpetuation of sovereignty.”

Hence, the point “Political parties set the objective
— non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration
of national solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty”
should be adopted as a detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Of the six objectives of the National Convention,
the two objectives — flourishing of genuine multiparty
democracy system; and further burgeoning of noblest
and worthiest of the worldly values, namely, justice,
freedom and equality. There can be genuine multiparty
democracy system in the nation only if it enjoys the
burgeoning noblest and worthiest of the worldly values
— justice, freedom and equality. The noblest and
worthiest of the worldly values will flourish only if
genuine multiparty democracy system flourishes in the
nation. If election is like the heart of democracy, political
parties are the foundation of genuine multiparty
democracy system. For the foundation to be strong, the
political parties should be firmed, disciplined and
qualified.

Hence the following point should be adopted as
detailed basic principle.

“A political party shall:

“(a) accept and practise discipline-flourishing

genuine multiparty democracy.

“(b) abide by the Constitution and the existing

laws.

“(c) be legally registered as a political party.”
Mr Chairman,

The foremost and most important part of a political
party after its establishment is organizing task. It will
have to constantly launch organization campaigns for its
continued existence. Here, | will present a quotation of
a famous writer, which says, “Politics means making
enemy friend”. If a political party always keeps in its
heart the quotation in conducting organization task
effectively, it will have less enemies. There will be only
persons with different opinions with it. It cannot assume
the persons with different opinions as enemies. It will
have to organize them to accept its opinion and stand,
while giving consideration to different opinions with
respect. In this situation, the number of conflict-like
political problems will decrease. The right to organize
freely is the basic requirement of political parties, and
there should be a systematic law for the matter.

The method of election must be practised to measure
the degree of success or failure of the organizing tasks.
Results of an election indicate the degree of success or
failure of the organization campaign. An elected persons
should not only respect the interest and opinions of the
persons who vote for him, but also those of the persons
who do not vote for him. Because he is the representative
of his constituency.

We agree to adopt the following detailed basic
principle.

“In accordance with the law, a political party shall
have the right to:

“(a) organize freely;

“(b) to stand for elections.”

Mr Chairman,

Political parties abusing the stipulation “In
accordance with the law, a political party shall have the
right organize freely” for giving priority only to self-
interest may appear. The nation cannot witness the
flourishing of genuine multiparty democracy system it
she permits the existence of such parties. Without the
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flourishing of genuine multiparty democracy system, the
noblest and worthiest of the worldly values, namely,
justice, freedom and equality will not burgeon further.
Instead, nation’s stable political climate will disappear
and the people will not be able to uphold Our Three
Main National Causes — non-disintegration of Union;
non-disintegration of national solidarity; and perpetuation
of sovereignty. The nation may fall to the level of losing
her independence. The occurrence of such parties should
be prevented with the Constitution. Only then will the
people of the entire Union be able to live with peace of
mind as the citizens of a peaceful and stable nation.

Thus, we would like to suggest that the following
points should be adopted as detailed basic principles.

“1. The continued existence of a political party
shall not be permitted if :

“(a)it has been declared as an unlawful association

in accord with the existing law.

“(b)it contacts or abets the insurgent group
waging the armed rebellion against the State
or the association or persons determined by
the State to have committed terrorist acts or
the association declared to be unlawful
directly or indirectly.

“(c) it directly or indirectly receives financial,
material and other assistance from the
government or areligious association, or any
other association or an individual person of
a foreign country.

“(d) it abuses religion for political purpose.

“2. If the body having the authority to register
political partiesfindsthat political party is connected
with anyone of the points stated in the above-
mentioned sub-paragraphs (a), (b), (¢) or (d), the
party’s registration shall be revoked.”

Mr Chairman,

One of the detailed basic principles adopted for the
Chapter “The State” says “ Sovereignty power of the State
is derived from the citizens and is in force in the whole
country”. The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw formed with the
people's representatives who are elected by the people,
the righteous owner of the State power, will have to elect
the President who will exercise the executive power in
addition to the legidlative power. It is the highest organ of
State sovereignty. The majority of the members to the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw are from political parties. So, in
carrying out tasks such as forming an organization and
taking organizing measures, the parties and individuals
should enjoy equal right, and the rules and regulations set
for the political parties are to be at the same levels. The
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw is the most responsible organ to
prescribe necessary laws for the political parties.

So, the point:

“The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact necessary laws
concerning the political parties.” should be adopted as a
detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Therefore, the points proposed for the Chapter
“Political Parties’—

1. Political parties set the objective — non-
disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration
of national solidarity and perpetuation of
sover eignty.

2. A political party shall:

(a) accept and practise discipline-flourishing
genuine multi-party democracy.

(b) abide by the Constitution and the existing
laws.

(c) be legally registered as a political party.

Without the flourishing of
genuine multiparty democracy
system, the noblest and worthiest of
the worldly values, namely, justice,
freedom and equality will not
burgeon further.

18/7/29, 7:06 AM

Proposals of Delegate
Group of National Races
to be published

Y anGoN, 3 Dec— Proposals of Delegate Group
of National Races on detailed basic principles that
should be adopted for the chapters “Election”, “ Po-
litical Parties’ and “Provisions on State of Emer-
gency” to beincluded in drafting the State Constitu-
tion made at the Plenary Session of the National
Convention held at Pyidaungsu Hall of
Nyaunghnapin CampinHmawby Township, Y angon
Division, on 1 December, will be published in
(dailies. —MNA )

3. In accord with the law, a political party shall
have the right to :
(a) organize freely;
(b) to stand for the €elections.
4. The continued existence of a political party shall
not be permitted if —
(a) it has been declared as an unlawful
organization in accord with the existing law;
(b) it makes connectionswith or provides support
and assistance to insurgent groupswaging an
armed rebellion against the State,
organizations or persons the State has
announced as the ones committing terrorist
acts or organizations the State has declared
unlawful;
it directly or indirectly receives financial,
material and other assistance from the
government or areligious organization, or any
other organization or an individual person of
a foreign country;

(d) it abuses religion for political purpose.

5. If the body having the authority to register political
parities finds that a political party is connected
with any one of the points stated in the above-
mentioned subparagraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d), the
party’s registration shall be revoked.

6. The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact necessary laws
concerning the political parties.

should be adopted as detailed basic principles.

Mr Chairman,

The political parties will have to serve as important
sources to adopt laws, policies and plans connecting with
the people. The political parties are to convert the people’s
requirements, desires and uncertain hopesinto reliable laws,
policies and stands through coordination and discussions.

Such policies will be more beneficial to the people
than the policies and work programmes laid down sector-
wise by experts. The views of the experts are to be
taken into consideration as important points. The laws
and policies the political parties have laid down should
be under consideration nationally, not for a single sector.
So, the policies, stands and work programmes set for
various sectors should be harmonious with each other.
The political parties are capable of assessing the desires
and stances of the people. So, they should implement
the policies and programmes that are appropriate for
fulfilling the aspiration, hopes and desires of the people.
In fact, a qualified political party is a small union.
Mr Chairman,

I simply hope that there will emerge political
parties that are capable of producing qualified State
leaders for the future nation, realizing the laws and
policies that reflect the people’ s desire, avoiding political
tricks, and fully exercising democracy in the party
concerned. | would like to exhort the political parties to
inculcate the entire people with democracy and
consideration. And | am looking forward to the political
parties that will come into existence through the freedom
to organize and genuine multi-party democracy system.
U Tin Win of Kyaiklat Township Constituency (2) will
read the third part of our proposal.

(Proposals on the Chapter “Provisions on State of
Emergency” will be reported.)

(©

MNA
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Older and disabled persons
not ostracized...

(from page 1)
peoplesto better understand the condition of disabled
persons, to better understand the benefits of integrat-
ing disabled persons into the community and to focus
on the rights and capabilities of disabled persons.

The Union of Myanmar has been participating
inthenobleactivitiesfor human racecarried out by the
UN. The nation holds the ceremony to mark the Inter-
national Day of Disabled Persons on 3 December
yearly to enhance the dignity and morale of disabled
personsand to strivefor them to be ableto enjoy equal
rights. The ceremony held today isthe 13th of itskind,
he added.

He said that according to traditions and culture
of Myanmar ancestors, parents, sons and daughters
and grandchildren have been living together in afam-
ily through thick and thin. It wasaMyanmar tradition
deeply rooted in Myanmar society that Myanmar peo-
ples in a family take mutual care of one another,
regardless of age and disability.

Therefore, thereisno suchincidentin Myanmar
society that older and disabled persons have been
ostracized but they are being taken care of in oneway
or another.

The government believes the fact that disabled
personsareanational force. Thisbeing the case, it has
been making efforts in al seriousness for disabled
persons to enjoy equal rights with others, to create
opportunity of improving their socio-economic life
and to boost their morale and capability.

He said the State Peace and Development
Council hasbeen making effortsto enable Myanmar to
become modern and devel oped one with the objective
for al citizens to enjoy socia happiness in peaceful
atmosphereandtofully enjoy thefruitsof development.

Systematic arrangements are being made for
elderly people, mothers and children and the disabled
who need special socia care services in accord with
the objectives, he said.

The government is also undertaking
rehabilitation projects for the disabled at different
level sthrough medical treatment and social activities,
he added.

He said preventive measures, giving oral polio
vaccine and vitamin A to children, distribution of
iodized salt and leprosy and trachoma control
programmes are being carried out nationwide.

National rehabilitation hospitals are being
opened in Yangon and Mandalay. Besides, people’'s
hospitals in states and divisions are also providing
treatment for thedisabled. Thegovernment hasopened
schoolsfor the blind, schoolsfor the deaf, schools for
the disabled adults and schools for the disabled chil-
dren to care for the visually impaired, the hearing
impaired, the physically disables and the mentally
retarded and is conducting programmes for their edu-
cation, vocational training, social dealings and jobs
under centre based system.

Social organizations on their part have opened

Mary Chapman School for thedeaf in'Y angon, schools
for the blind in Yangon, PyiOoLwin, Pakokku,
Myitkyinaand Meiktila, Eden School for the disabled
children and Taunggyi School for the orphans and
disabled children. With the system of inclusive educa-
tion being practised, all the blind, deaf and disabled
children all over the country have now a good oppor-
tunity to pursue their education. As a result, 13 stu-
dents from the schools for the disabled passed the
matriculation examination in 2005 and 15 others in
2006. They are now studying at university. Itisagreat
honour for the disabled persons to know that the
physically handicapped Ma Su Pon Chit who passed
the 2005 matric exam with four distinctionsis attend-
ing Yangon Technological University and the blind
MaAye Chan Aung who passed the 2006 matric exam
with three distinctions and won the whole Myanmar
first in the arts combination.

With the advancing information and communi-
cation technology, knowledge based societies have
been built across the world. In order for the disabled

Lt-Gen Myint Swe of Ministry of Defence
gives prizeto an outstanding disabled
person. — MNA

people like able people to enjoy the development of
ICT, AsiaPacific Region Disabled Decade (2003-
2012) hasbeenlaid down. TheUN laid downthemotto
‘E-Accessibility’ ontheInternational Day of Disabled
Persons. Myanmar is conducting computer courses at
the schoolsfor the disabled. Now, the blind students at
Kyimyindine School for the blind are able to use
computer although they had to use only cassettes and
Braille in the past. Likewise, students of Khawegyan
and Sagaing Schoolsfor the blind and Mandalay and
Mary Chapman Schools for the deaf are now using
computersin their learning.

Arrangements are being made to publish the
book on the Sign Language Dictionary Volume 1
containing 693 wordsfor the deaf. And, the Volume 2
of the book that covers about 800 words is being

Myanmar isspeedingup rehabilitation of thedisabled per sonsand actively\
taking part in ASEAN and international sports meets and demonstrations for
showing off skills and abilities of the disabled. The Myanmar Para Sports
Federtion, oneof themember sof I nter national Paralympic Committee, partici-
pated in the regional sports meets for emergence of disabled athletes who
brought honour to the State. Likewise, ministries concerned honoured and

\presented prizesto outstanding disabled athletes.
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents prize
to an outstanding disabled person. — MNA

compiled. Therefore, the dictionary will benefit the
deaf children to have easy access to the learning of
education and relationship in their society.

Myanmar is speeding up rehabilitation of the
disabled persons and actively taking part in ASEAN
and international sports meets and demonstrationsfor
showing off skills and abilities of the disabled. The
Myanmar Para Sports Federation, one of themembers
of International Paralympic Committee, participated
intheregional sports meetsfor emergence of disabled
athletes who brought honour to the State. Likewise,
ministriesconcerned honoured and presented prizesto
outstanding disabled athletes.

On 15 October every year, Y angon City Devel-
opment Committee organizesthe International White
Cane Day, and the 15th ceremony will be held this
year. Over 700 disabled studentswho havebeentaking
part in the International White Cane Day yearly can
increase the appreciation of the people. As part of
activitiesin commemoration of the International Day
of Disabled Persons2006, the National SportsCompe-
titionsfor the Disabled was held with the participation
of about 500 disabled athl etes. Likewise, skillsdemon-
strationswere organi zed with the parti cipation of over
360 disabled students at the schoolsfor thedisabledin
Y angon.

At the ceremony, prizes will be awarded not
only to outstanding athl etes from various sports com-
petitionsbut to 17 outstanding studentsfromtheschool s
for the disabled and other outstanding persons from
organizations. Disabled persons were nurtured as
the persons of lacking physical strength in the past.
Nowadays, itisnecessary to set sightson nurturing the

(See page 9)

Resident

repre-
sentative
of UNDP
Mr
Charles
James
Petrie
reads out
message
of UN
Secretary
General.
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Older and disabled persons

not ostracized...

(from page 8)
disabled personstobeable
to enjoy rights in equal
terms with other citizens
andonupliftof theirliving
standard. Hence,
departments, social
organizations and all the
peoplearetoactively join
handsin adriveto enable
the disabled persons to
enjoy equal terms of
prestige and social rights
with other persons, to
work their best for
improvement of andtoget
on well with the human
society.

In conclusion, the
Secretary-1 urged the
disabled persons to work
hard on self-reliant basis
by showingtheir abilities;
to strivefor becoming the
persons who can
contributetotheirfamilies
and society; and to
participate in nation-
building tasks together
with the people.

Resident Represent-
ative Mr Charles James
Petrie of UNDP read the
message sent by the UN
Secretary-General . The
Secretary-1 presented

prizes to the Director of
Eden School for the
Disabled Children, U
Than Hlaing of Myanmar
Federation for the
Disabled, U Thein Naing
of Mandalay School for
the Deaf Children, Ma
Aye Chan Aung of
Aungban BEHS, Maung
Kaung Htet San of
Myitkyina BEHS and
Maung Sai Soe Moe Thu
of Namlan BEHS of
Hsipaw.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe of
the Ministry of Defence
gaveprizestooutstanding
persons from the schools
for thedisabled— Maung
Hein Htet of the School

for the Disabled Children,
Maung Aung Thu of the
School for the Disabled
Adults, MaungAik Sanof
Mandalay School for the
Deaf Children, Ma Nyo
Nyo Aye of Kyimyindine
School for the Blind, Ma
Zar PhyuLwinof Sagaing
School for the Blind, Ma
Naw Shae Myar of Mary
Chapman’ sSchool for the
Deaf, and MaKhunHsant
of Khawegyan School for
the Blind.

CEC member of
Myanmar Maternal and
ChildWefareAsso-ciation
Daw Htwe Htwe Nyunt
presented prizesto Maung
Naing Min Tun of
PyinOoLwinSchool forthe
Blind, Maung Myint Sai of
Pakokku School for the
Blind, Maung Thein Aung
of Phayabyu Parihita Geha
and L/Cpl Aung Hsan Oo
of No 1 Defence Services
Vocational Training Camp
(Hmawhby).

Vice-President Daw

KhinThet Htay of MWAF
awarded prizesto Sgt Kan
Chyar of No 2 Defence
Services Vocational
Training Camp
(Mongmao), Maran Bauk
Ja of Myitkyina School
fortheBlind, MaungHsan
Win of AAR, Ma Thiri
Min Wai of Eden School
fortheDisabled Children,
and Daw Aye Aye Myint
of Saint Mary Workshop
for the Blind.

Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe
presented prizes to two
sporting teams that won
medals in the Special
Olympiclnternational, the
soccer team that bagged
medals in the special
olympic soccer tourn-
ament in Bangkok of
Thailand in 2006 and the
sport team that secured
threegold, fivesilver and
two bronze medalsin the
Special Olympic Invi-

tation Track and Field
Competition in Shanghai
of the People’'s Republic
of Chinain October 2006.

Resident Repre-
sentativesof UN agencies
anddepartmental officials
alsogaveprizestowinners
in the activities in
commemoration of the
International Day of
Disabled Persons 2006.

Minister for SWRR
Magj-Gen Maung Maung
Swe accepted K 1 million
donatedby Dr AungLwin-
Daw Thet Sanda (Pyae
Phyo Tun International)
for providing stipends to
five BEHS level students
of the training schools of
Social Welfare Depart-
ment. Next, the minister
presented onewheel-chair
eachtoMaGinNgaik Din
of MWAF and MaThuza
Htay of MMCWA.

L ater, disabled
childrenentertainedthose
present with songs and
dances. — MNA

CPT Minister leavesfor Hong Kong

oy O

Minister for Communications, Posts and Telegraphs Brig-Gen Thein
Zaw being seen off at the airport.— mMNA

NAY Py Taw, 3Dec—
Minister for Communi-
cations, Posts and
TelegraphsBrig-GenThein
Zaw on1December | eft for
Hong Kong to participate
in ITU Telecom World
2006 to be held in Hong
Kongform4to8December.

Theminister wasseen
off atNay Pay Taw Airport
by Minister for Hotelsand
Tourism Maj-Gen Soe
Naing, Minister for
Transport Mgj-Gen Thein
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Swe and Minister for
Livestock and Fisheries
Brig-Gen Maung Maung
Thein.

Brig-Gen Thein Zaw
was accompanied by
Commandant of Signals
Workshop under the
Directorateof Signals Lt-
Col Myint Oo of the
Ministry of Defence and
Assistant Director U Tin
Htay of the Ministry of
Communications, Posts
and Telegraphs— MNA

L] 3 “_

Minister for Electric Power
No 1 inspects hydel power projects

Nay Pyi Taw, 3Dec—
Minister for El ectric Power
No 1 Col Zaw Min on 1
December morning
inspected Kyunchaung
hydel power project.
Officials reported on
progressof work, building
of main embankment,
placing of steel pipelines,
construction of spillway
and water-intake cility.
After hearing the reports,
totheministerwhofulfilled
the requirements.

Next, the minister
looked into earth work for
themain embankment and
gaveinstructionsontimely
completion and meeting
the set standards.

Afterthat, theminister
inspected the construction

of tunnel and spillway and
attended to the needs.

Sixty percent of the
projectwascompleted and
on completion, it will be
able to generate by 60
megawatt of electricity.
Afterwards, the minister
andparty arrivedat thePyu
creek hydel power project
seven miles west of Pyu
Township and inspected
earthwork, constructionof
benching and diversion
weirandfulfilledtheneeds.

On completion, the
hydel power plant will be
ableto supply 121 million
kilowatt hour of electricity
annually.

Later, the minister
proceeded to Kabaung
hydel power project about

15 miles west of Ottwin
Township where officias
concerned reported on the
construction of water-
intake and sluice gate,
building of hydel power
plant and placing of stedl
pipe lines and attended to
the needs.

Next, the minister met
with foreign experts and
officials and gave
instructions on timely
arrival  of imported
machineng and timely
completion of the tasks
according to schedule.
Seventy three per centy the
project was completed 73
per cent,andoncompletion,
it will be able to generate
120 million kilowatt hour
of dectricity —MNA

IRy R

18/7/29, 7:06 AM

Minister Col Zaw Min

inspects Kabaung hydel power project.— MNA
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Minister goeson inspection tour of Htankal
test wells of oil and gasfield in Minhla

Officialsurged to make arrangementsto

NAY Pyi Taw, 3 Dec
— Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Lun Thi
together with responsible
personnel went on an
inspectiontour of Htankai
test well in Minhla
Township, Magway
Division on 1 December.

At the briefing hall,
Project Manager U Win
Swe briefed the minister
on progressin drilling oil
and gas Managing
Director of Myanma Oil
and Gas Enterprise U
Myint Kyi gave

supplementary reports on
arrangements to be made
for exploration of oil and

After hearing the
reports, theminister urged
servicepersonnel tostrive
for exploration of oil and
gas in Htankai test wells
of oil and gas region and
which will help boost
production of oil in the
country. Next, theminister
laiddowntheplanstodrill
test wells in Htankai
region and presented cash
prize to the service
personnel who
successfully  drilled
Kanhtoo-2 test well.

Afterwards, the
mi ni ster inspected
progress in drilling oil
wells. Kanhtoo-2 test oil
well produces50 barrel of

natural gas.

Minister for Energy Brig-Geo Lun Thi inspects samples of crude oil
of Kanhtoo-2 test well, Minhla. — mNA

crudeoil aday. Thewhole
Htankai test oil well region
produces 200 barrels of
crude oil aday.

The next day the
minister inspected oil well
No655inMinbu, Magway
Division. General
Manager U Kyi Shein
briefed the minister on
preparationfor drilling oil
wells. In response to the
reports, the minister gave
instructions on timely
completion of drilling
wells and future tasks.
Afterwards, the minister
looked into preparations
for drilling well No 655,

é
-Q\_\

offer gold foilsto Shwephonepwint Pagoda
AT ~"“”‘rf~ﬂ@ ‘m&w W« %

Shwephohepvw nt Pagoda’s all- roundrenovatl on central committee
meeting in progress.— MNA

physic nut plantations in

Mann oil field. — MNA Yancon, 3 Dec —

The Leading Committee
for All-round Renovation
of  Shwephonepwint
Pagoda held the second
coordination meeting at
new Dhammayon of the
pagoda this afternoon,
with an address by
Chairman of the Leading
\; Committee Secretariat

Member of the Union
Solidarity and
Development Association
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan.
Theminister said that
respectivesubcommittees
aretosubmittheir tasksto
the second coordination
meeting and they need to

T

;

carry out the tasks with | | eading Committee

M agic skillsdemonstr ated

Y anGon, 3 Dec — Under the cultural exchange
programme between Myanmar and India, a five-
member Indian magician group led by Mr Subhash
Parekh performed a magic show at National Theater
on Myoma Kyaung Street yesterday evening.

Departmental officials, First Secretary Mr Rai
Srivastavaand staff of Indian Embassy, diplomatsand
guests viewed the performance of the group.

& o=

4-12-06NL 10

Indian magician group Ied by Mr Subhash Parekh gives performance at National Theater.
MNA

Firstly, Deputy Director-General Daw Nanda
Hmoon and the first secretary lit the torch. After the
show, thedeputy director-general andthefirst secretary
presented a banquet to the group.

The performance of the group will be presented
on4December at National Theater onMyomaKyaung
Street in Yangon and on 5 December at 6 pm at
Mandalay National Theater. — MNA

momentum. He stressed
the need to make
concerted effort for
completion of all-round
renovationtasksbeforethe
rainy season. In under-
taking the renovation
tasks, security measures
are to be taken for
Seinbudaw, Hngetmyat-
nadaw and gold plates. It
is necessary to spend the
fund of the pagoda on
offering 50 nine-square-
inch gold plates to the
pagodaand theremaining
gold foils with the use of
fund from wellwishers.
In addition,
arrangements are to be
made for enabling the
wellwishersthemsel vesto
offer gold foils to the

pagoda.
The Secretary of the

reported onthe planbeing
made to offer gold plates
to the pagoda.

Officials of the
subcommittees took part
in the discussions. Later,
the minister gave
necessary instructions.

Wellwishers may
contact Director-General
U Khin Maung Htay of
Myanma Radio and
Television, Tel: 01-
533553 and 535800 and
Managing Director Col
Aung Myo Myint of
MMPE, Tel: 01-537949
and 535973 and the
PagodaBoard of Trustees
in Pazundaung
Township, Tel: 01-
290425 to participate in
the all-round renovation
tasks.

MNA

NC delegates visit
pagodas, Kanbawzathadi
Golden Palacein Bago

YancoN, 3 Dec — Delegates of National

Conventiontogether with official svisited Shwemadaw
Pagoda, Hinnthagon Pagoda, Culamuni Pagoda,
Shwethalyaung Buddha Image and Kambawzathadi

5. Golden Palace in Bago yesterday morning.

18/7/29, 7:06 AM

At Shwemadaw Pagoda, the NC delegates

" | offeredlight, flowersand joss sticksto the pagodaand
' | presented cash donations.

Next, they also paid homage to Hinnthagon

Pagoda, Culamuni Pagodaand Shwethal yaung Buddha

Image and presented cash donations for the pagodas.
They visited Kanbawzathadi Golden Palace and Bago
Archaeologica Museum.

NC delegates visited Shwedagon Pagoda this
morning.

Christian NC delegates attended service at Wa
Baptist Church in Mayangon Township. — MNA



|ndia’'s GDP inchestoward 9%
growth in 2006-07, up 9.2% in Q2

New DeLHI, 1 Dec — Raising hopes of an overall 9-per-cent growth in
2006-07, Indian economy grew by arobust 9.2 per cent in second quarter on
the back of strong manufacturing output while shrugging off a slowdown in

farm sector.
The economy
advanced by 9.1 per cent

in the first six months of
thisfiscal, the highest for
the April-September
period in any year since
1991-92.

The gross domestic
product of India, Asia's
fourth largest economy,
had recorded an 8.4 per
cent growth inthe second
quarter of 2005-06.

Manufacturing, which
contributes 17 per centin
the GDP, rose at a brisk
pace of 11.9 per cent in
July-September 2006 as
against 8.1 per centinthe
same period of
2005-06.Growth in the
agriculture sector,

however, slowed downto
1.7 per cent during the
second quarter of this
fiscal comparedto4.0 per
cent inthe corresponding
period of last fiscal.

Agriculture accounts
for about a fifth of the
Indian economy and
employsmorethan 60 per
cent of the population.
Within services, trade,
hotels, transport and
communications grew at
13.9 per cent during the
second quarter against
11.0 per cent during Q2
of 2005-06.

Financing, insurance,
real estate and business
servicesgrew 9.5 per cent
against 10.5 per cent last

year, while community,
social and personal
services slowed down to
6.9 per cent against and
8.0 per cent in second
quarter of 2005-06.

Rate of growth in
construction  sector
declined to 9.8 per cent
from 12.3 per cent during
thesameperiod last year.

Power, gasand water
utility sectors grew at
7.7 per cent against 2.6
per cent in the same
period last year. Mining
sector at 3.1 per cent,
compared to a negative
growth of 2.6 per cent
during July-September
last year.
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The Ferrari 599 GTB Fiorano is presented at the 2006 Los Angeles Auto
Show in Los Angeles on 30 Nov, 2006. The auto show runsfrom 1 to 10

December .—INTERNET

ASEM agreesto strengthen
|CT cooperation

Hanoi, 2 Dec—
Ministers and delegates
from ASEM members, at
ameetingoninformation

and communication

Suicide
bombings
Kill 244 in

Afghanistan

KasuL, 1 Dec—
Suicide bombings
launched by militants
have killed 244 persons
including 17 foreign
soldiers in Afghanistan
this year, a spokesman
of the NATO-led In-
ternational Security As-
sistanceForce(ISAF) said
Wednesday.

“Two hundred and
twenty seven Afghans
have been denied afuture
by suicide bombers this
year along with 17
international soldiershere
to secure the future of
Afghans,” Major Luke
Knittig told a Press
conference.

However, hedid not
say thenumber of suicide
blasts.In recent cases, a
suicide bombing on
Monday killed two
Canadian soldiers of
ISAF near Kandahar
City, capital of the
southern  Kandahar
Province, while another
onekilled 15 civiliansin
a restaurant of Barmal
District in the eastern
Paktika Province on
Suday. —MNA/Xinhua
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Touristswalk past a ginkgo treein theclassical Lion Forest Garden in Suzhou,
east China’sJiangsu Provinceon 28 Nov, 2006. L eaveson theginkgotree, which

hasbeen 400 yearsold, haveturned yellowin the early winter and attracted alot

of visitors. —XINHUA

technology (ICT) con-
cluding here Friday,
shared experience and
agreed to boost co-
operationonutilizing|CT
in human resource
development and capa-
city building program-
mes.

Delegates to the 1st
ASEM (Asia-EuropeMest-
ing) ICT Ministerial
Meeting encouraged
initiativesandactivitiesto
enhance enterprises ICT
capabilities, and coopera-

| tion on ICT application

among educational facili-
ties and local com-
munities, accordingtothe
meeting’s joint media
statement.

They aso expressed
their support to new
initiativesthat enableusers
to effectively utilize
information tools and
services to address out-

standing needs, including
those regarding health
issues and financial
transfers, said the state-
ment.

The delegates
welcomed joint effortson
digital interoperability and
convergence, and ICT-
enabled public services,
and initiatives to streng-
then digital security and
enable authentication,
traceability and verifia
bility in e-transactions, in
support of trust and
integrity for individual
USers.

They emphasized the
need of facilitating close
participation and con-
tributions by the ICT
business community in
developing and imple-
menting ASEM ICT
cooperative program-
mes.

MNA/Xinhua

Dozenskilled in Iraqi
bombings

BacHDAD, 2 Dec—At least 50 people have been
killed inthree car bomb blastsin the centre of thelragi
capital, Baghdad, police say.

More than 80 were wounded when the three cars
exploded in quick succession in abusy shopping area

of the city.

The violence came as Iragi and US forces raided
guerilla strongholds in the city of Baguba, arresting
more than 30 suspected guerillas.

Theblastscomeonly two daysafter US President
GeorgeW Bushmet Iragi PrimeMinister Nouri Maliki
to discuss ways of tackling the sectarian violence.

The explosions occurred in the predominately
Shia al-Sadriya area of the city.

The bombs were about 100m apart and exploded
almost simultaneoudly, police Lt Ali Muhsin told the
Associated Press news agency. —Internet

A resident in_spec-ts galvanized iron which was
hitting the Saranggani town in Quezon Province, south of Manila on 1 Dec,
2006.—XINHUA

18/7/29, 7:06 AM




12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Monday, 4 December, 2006

ADVDERTISEMENTS

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Vestergaard Frandsen A/S., a
Company incorporated in
Denmark, at Haderslevvej 36,
6000 Kolding, Denmark is the
Owner and Sole Proprietors of
the following Trade mark:-

e

Reg : No. 4/2931/2002

Reg : No. 4/4917/2006
In respect of : “Int’l Class 24:Tex-
tiles and textile goods (not in-
cluded in other classes) includ-
ing mosquito nets, covers.
The above trademark has now
been assigned to Disease
Control Textiles SA a com-
pany incorporated in Switzer-
land at Chemin Messidor 5-7,
Lausanne, Switzerland by vir-
tue of “Assignment of Trade-
mark under Myanmar Regis-
tration No. 4/4917/2006
dated 27.7. 2006.
Fraudulent imitation or unau-
thorized use of the said Trade-
mark shall be dealt with ac-
cording to law.
U Myint Lwin, Advocate,
LL.B,DBL
Dip in Marine Affairs(UK)
Email : MYINT.Advocate@

mptmail.net.mm

Ph:371990 4.Dec.2006

Britain to ban
smoking in pubs
from next July

Lonpon, 2 Dec — The
ban onsmokingin pubsand
clubs across England will
come into force on 1 July,
the government announced
onFriday. Hedth Secretary
Petricia Hewitt said the ban
was a “ huge step forward”
whichwouldsavethousands
of people' slives.

It will be outlawed in
124,000 pubs and clubs
across the country and
anyone caught bresking the
ban will face a fine, the
official announcement said.

Thebanwill findly bring
to an end the* pint and fag”
culture of pubs and the
smoke-filled rooms of
18,000 private members
clubs, including working
men’ sclubs, branchesof the
British Legion and gentle-
men’s clubs. Public places
affected include stations,
museums, government
offices and shops, but not
Streetsor privateplacessuch
ashouses and hotel rooms.

Thecampaigngroups—
Action on Smoking and
Hedth (ASH) and Asthma
UK have predicted that
689,000smokersinEngland
would give up during the
first year of atota ban.

MNA/Xinhua

4-12-06NL 12

TRADEMARK CAUTION

MASONITE INTERNATIONAL
CORPORATION  of 1600
Britannia Road East, Mississauga,
Ontario, L4W1J2 Canada is the
Owmer and Sole Proprietor of the
following trademark:

(Reg. No. IV/T160/2002)

in respect of - “Metal doors,
metal door frames, prehung metal
doors, door facings made of
metal, blinds made of metal for
doors and door lites, and
prefinished metal doors in Intl
Class 6",

“Expansion joint filling, doors not
made of metal, door facings not
made of metal, prehung doors
not made of metal, wainscot,
decorative moldings, softboard,
hardboard, interior trim, exterior
trim, siding not made of metal,
door frames not made of metal,
prefinished doors not made of
metal, fiberboard, tack board,
flame retardant panels, roofing
underlayment, millwork, paneling,
door cores, ceiling tiles, door
lites, transom lites, pallets,
cabinets, side lites, glass panes,
glass panels, blinds not made of
metal for doors and door lites,
and glass blocks inIntl Class 19.”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorized use or any other
infingement whatsoever of this
trademark will be dealt with
according to law.

Thein Aung 8.5¢,R.L,0.8.L Advocate
MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND
PATENT LAW FIRM

E-mail: mtpip@mptmail.net.mm
Tel:254037 G.P.0 Box:666
Yangon. 4 December 2006

7 Building

A MODERN STATE
i : ;

Building A Modern State
2005

EL This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference

for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L Tlustrated with colourful photographs.
[ Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

Awvailable at
=] Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

Sl News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

Yangon &: 294306

=] Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

Turkish security
forcesseizelarge
amount of

weapons

ANKARA, 2 Dec —
Turkish security forces
haveseized alargeamount
of explosivesandweapons
inrecent operationsagainst
the outlawed Kurdish
Workers' Party (PKK) in
the southeastern province
of Sirnak, thesemi-official
Anatolia news agency
reported on Friday.

Security forceslaunched
operationsagainst thePKK
in Bestler Dereler region
of the province.

A total of 123 kilos of
TNT type explosives,52
RPG-7 rockets, 40
grenades, 84 Dokca anti-
aircraft ammo and six
Kalashnikov assault rifles
wereseized, thereportsaid.

MNA/Xinhua

Os.0, 1 Dec— Carvings about 70,000 yearsold on
a snake-like rock in a cave in Botswana indicate that
Stone Age peopledevel oped religiousritualsfar earlier
thanprevioudy believed, aresearcher saidon Thursday.

Ancestors of Botswana's San people apparently
ground away at a natural outcrop about 2 metres high
and 6 metreslong (6 by 20feet) toheightenitssimilarity
to a python's head and body, said Sheila Coulson, an
associate professor at Odo University.

“Webelievethisisthe earliest archaeological proof
of religion,” Coulson, a Canadian expert in Stone Age
toals, told Reutersof findingsmadeduring atripinmid-
2006 to the Tsolido Hillsin northwestern Botswana.

The previous oldest archaeological evidence of
religious worship is about 40,000 years old from
European caves. The Botswana find bolsters evidence
that modern humans originated in Africa, dong with
religion and culture.

Coulson said the python-like rock had 300-400
carved indentations. In flickering firdight, the patterns
might have seemed like scalesand giventheimpression
of movement to the rock as part of some sacred rite.

Scores of carved stone items, including 115 points

and 22 burnt red spearheads, were abandoned on the

Botswana “ snake rock” may show
StoneAgeréligion

floor of the cave beneath the snake-likerock. Many had
been brought more than 200 kilometres (125 miles)
across the Kaahari Desert.

“Thesnakesymbol runsthroughall themythol ogies,
stories, cultures, languagesof southernAfrica,” Coulson
said. The cave, with afloor of 26 square metres (280
sguare feet), was not known to archaeol ogists until the
1990s.

In San mythology, humankind descended from a
python, and ancient streambeds nearby were believed
to have been created by a shake dithering around the
hillsin search of water.

The archaeologists, with Coulson leading a team
funded by a Norwegian research programme and
Tromsoe University and Nick Waker heading ateam
from the University of Botswana, found stone tools
when they dug a pit two metres deep bel ow the snake.

They estimated that the artefactswere 70,000 years
old, based on comparisonswith carved stonesfoundin
other well-dated sitesin Botswana.

“In the upper levels there is a distinct change to
objectsfrom the Late Stone Age” which began 40,000
yearsago, Coulsonsaid. Thescientistswereworkingto
get more precise dates. — MNA/Reuters

Surgeonsjailed in Chinafor nine patientsto lose eyeballs

Herelr, 2 Dec— Two
unqualified surgeons res-
ponsible for a medical
mishap that resulted in
eyeball removals of nine
cataract patientshavebeen
jailed in east China's
Anhui Province.

Sui Guorong, asurgeon
whoextractedtheartificial
crystals from ten cataract
patientsat the Suzhou City
Hospital on 11 December
in 2005, was sentenced to
six yearsin jail and fined
300,000 yuan (38,217 US
dollars) for practising
medicine without a
licence.

His brother Sui Guo-

liang who operated the
ultrasonic emulsification
apparatus was sentenced
to five years in jail and
fined 200,000 yuan
(25,478USdollars) forthe
same reason.

Another surgeon who
performed the eye
operations, named Xu
Qing, from the No 9
People’s Hospital of
Shanghai, however, will
not be severely punished
because investigators did
not think the accidents
were caused by his
mal practice.

Although the reasons
why thevictims eyeswere

18/7/29, 7:06 AM

infected with Bacillus
pyocyaneushavenot been
found out, the brothers
actionsdirectly leadtothe
eyeball removals of nine
cataract patients, said the
local court.

Effortsto find out the
truth of the infection is
impeded because al the
apparatus had been taken
away and the operating
roomhadbeendisinfected
after the operation, and
al the one-off materials
had been destroyed.

The cataract ope-
rations were illegally
carried out between the
hospital andthe Shanghai

Shunchunyang Science
and Technology Trading
Cowherethetwobrothers
came from.

Investigation showed
that the company was an
unregistered company
owned by thebrotherswho
posed as doctors and said
they could offer the best
medical treatment for
cataracts.

After the tragedy, the
Anhui Provincia Depart-
ment of Public Health
confiscated 318,600 yuan
(40,586 USdallars) thatthe
hospital collected for the
illegal operations.

MNA/Xinhua
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Singapor €'s aerospace industry
enjoys strong growth

SiNGAPORE, 2 Dec— Singapor € saer ospaceindustry enjoysstrong growth,
especiallyin maintenance, repair and over haul (M RO) services, said Raymond
Lim, Minister for Transport, at a ceremony of Singapore Airlines new

facilitieson Friday.

In 2005, Singapore
accountedfor about 25 per
cent of the Asan MRO
market shareand 6 per cent
of theinternationa market
share. Itsoverall aerospace
industry registered an
output of 5.2 billion
Singapore dollars (about
3.3 hillion US doallars),
with  MRO services
contributing 90 per cent of
the total output and
employing over 14,000
people.

He said that Sin-
gapore's success as an
aerospace hub isfounded
onthreekey factors. Firgt,

Changi Airport’s strong
traffic throughput and
connectivity not only
contributesto the demand
for MRO servicesbut also
enablesaircraft partsto be
sent to Singapore, be
repaired, and be sent back
to airlines quickly.
Singapore’s pro-
business  regulatory
environment also faci-
litates the certification
required for MRO
services, hence resulting
in cost and time savings,
said Lim, adding that
Singapore’ sready pool of
skilled manpower has

supported the growth of
Singapore-based MRO
companies.

The global aerospace
industry has performed
strongly in the past few
years on the back of the
strong growth in global
air travel and aircraft
orders, particularly in
Asia—MNA/Xinhua

Peoplejog and walk as hot air balloons lift off over a reservoir in Leon’s
Parque Metropolitano during the city’ sfifth international hot air balloon
festival on 1 Dec, 2006.—I NTERNET

Chinato launch second
geostationary
orbit weather satellite

Belsing, 2 Dec — China will launch its second
geostationary orbit meteorological satellite,
Fengyun-2 D on 8 December, according to the
China Meteorological Administration.

Yang Jun, director of
the National Satellite
Meteorological Centre
under the China Me-
teorological Admini-
stration, saidon Friday that
theFengyun-2D will form
a twin-star observation
systemwith Fengyun-2C,
Chind sfirst geostationary
orbit weather satellite
which was sent to orbit on
19 October, 2004.

The two satellites have
their own observation
tasks, and at thesametime,
they canstandby eachother
in case of malfunction of
either of them, Yang said.
TheFengyun-2Dwill also
enlarge the geostationary
weather observationrange
and improve the forecast
and monitoring on

disastrous weather, Yang
sald.—MNA/Xinhua

The company also
announced new versions
of itsOfficesoftwaresuite
and Exchange Server
messaging system, CNN
reported.

“This is the biggest
launch in our company’s

history,” said Microsoft
Chief Executive Officer
Steve Balmer, noting that
Viga and Office 2007 are
themost significantreleases
for the company’s flagship
products.

The launch of Vista has

Windows Vista
Two years after its proposed launch date,
Microsoftunveiled Vista on Thursday, its latest

Windows operating system which one expert said i
"more Mac-like." —XiNHUA

M icr osoft launches Windows Vista
to business customers

WasHINGTON, 2 Dec — Microsoft launched Windows Vista, the long-awaited updateto the software
giant’subiquitous operating system, for business customers on Thursday.

been delayed for severa
times, and consumers,
unlikebusinesscustomers,
will be unable to get their
hands on a copy of the
software until the end of
January, 2007.

Microsoft contends that
Vistawill makecomputers
more secure, powerful and
graphically  dynamic
especially when combined
with other products
Microsoft is releasing
smultaneoudly.

The most noticeable
changes in Vida involve
three-dimensiona graphics
and much better search
capabilities, but the
software aso incorporates
huge changes behind the
scenes. Programmes have
lessaccesstothecoreof the

operating system, closing
a vulnerability that
malicious hackers have
giddily exploited in the
past. Vista aso includes
basic anti-virus software.

Analystsexpect theroll
out of thefirst updatetothe
Windows  operating
systeminfiveyears, along
with the new version of
Office todriveMicrosoft’'s
revenue in 2007.

IT market researchfirm
IDC expects Microsoft to
ship some90 million units
of Vista next year.
Individual consumers are
expectedtoleadtheuptake
of the new system, while
corporate users will
probably wait longer to
upgrade, IDC said.

MNA/Xinhua
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Conjoined girlsseperatedin S-E China

FuzHou, 2 Dec— Chinesesurgeonson Thursday successfully separ ated the
country’syoungest pair of conjoined twins.

The 28-day-old sisters
from southeastern China's
Fujian Province weighed
fivekilogrammesandwere
connected from abdomen
to pubis. They shared

A Yorkshire Terrier
presents a creation
during a fashion show
featuring the winter
collection for dogsin
Moscow on 1 Dec,
2006.—INTERNET

18/7/29, 7:06 AM

alimentary canal, urinary

system and genital
system.
“They aretheyoungest

twins to go through such
an operation,” said Li
Dumiao, chief surgeon of
the paediatric department
of the No 1 Hospital
affiliated to the Fujian
Medical University,
where the operation was
performed.

Surnamed Chen, the
girlsarefrom afamily in

Nanping City of Fujian.
Doctors from the hospital
donated 5,000yuanforthe
girls' treatment.
Conjoined twins occur
among every 50,000 to
100,000 births, and the
separation surgery is
complicatedandrisky. The
twins are under close
surveillanceinanintensive
care unit. They still face
post-surgery risks, such as
infections.
MNA/Xinhua
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Liverpool's Steven Gerrard, left, gets the better of
Wigan Athletic'sPaul Scharner duringtheir English
Premier League soccer match at The JJB Stadium,
Wigan, England, on 2 Dec, 2006.—INTERNET

Chinese shar pshooters
clean-sweep 6 golds

DoHa, 3 Dec— Chinese, Asian Games debut, went
shooters went off to a| onto to grabbing the gold

struggling West Ham at Goodison Park.

Everton went ahead early in the second half
when Leon Osman guided a volley past Robert
Greenafter West Hamfailedto clear JamesBeattie’ s
Cross.

In stoppage time James Vaughan drilled alow
shot under Green for the second.

West Ham had had the better chances in the
opening half, notably when Lee Bowyer was
thwarted by aTim Howard save after good work by
Carlos Tevez.

After Osman scored, Howard made an impor-
tant saveto beat away substituteMarlon Harewood' s
powerful shot. Thewin moved Evertonto withina
point of Arsenal and Portsmouth, who are in third
and fourth place respectively.

Defeat left West Ham a point ahead of third-
from-bottom Newcastle and without aleague goal
away from home for over three months.

Thefrustrationfor West Hamwasthat in Tevez
the visitors probably had the game’s most danger-
ous attacking player.

Tevez has yet to score since arriving at West

-

Everton defeats West Ham United !

LiverrooL ,3Dec—Everton moved towithin apoint of aChampionsL eagueplaceafter they beat

Ham, but at a dank and windy Goodison his skill
and invention constantly illuminated the game and
provided encouraging signs heis starting to settle
in England.—Internet

West Ham United’s Carlos Tevez, |eft, turns away
from Andy van der Meyde of Everton during their
English Premier League soccer match at Goodison
Park Stadium, Liverpool, England, on Sunday 3
Dec, 2006.—INTERNET

J

highly flying start to their
Asian Gamescampaignas
they made a clean sweep
of al six shooting gold
medals at stake on Satur-
day. The trio of Olympic
champion Zhu Qinan, Li
Jeand Liu Tianyou com-
bined for 1,786 points to
winthemen's10mairrifle
team event, sparking off a
gold harvest by China.

In sharp contrast to the
mediocre performancesof
ZhuandLi,thesilver med-
allist in Athens second to
Zhu, the little-known Liu
Tianyou turned out to be
the hero of the defending
Asian Games champions
as he scored the highest
598 points among the 41
competitors in the event.
Zhu and Li both finished
on 594 points.

Liu, who is making his

medal of the individua

10mairrifle. The 24-year-
old college student scored
102.8 pointsinthe 10-shot
final for a fina taly of

700.8 points.

MNA/Xinhua | “dream team” back from

Arsenal s Freddle LJungberg, | eft, controlsthe baII
from Tottenham Hotspur's Ledley King during
their English Premiership soccer match at Arse-

nal's Emirates stadium in London, on 2 Dec, 2006.

Arsenal won the game 3-0.—INTERNET

where they upset Russia
by 2.375 points to snatch
the team title. Japan fin-
ished third in Aarhus for
two serious errors made
by all-around specialist
Hiroyuki Tomita.

In Doha, Japan was

| downed by China again

with a gap of 4.05 points
and SouthK oreaachieved
371.500 points to stand
third.

Although Chinese
former Olympic champi-
ons Huang Xu, Li
Xiaopeng and Teng
Haibin did not come due
to injury, the Chinese
men's gymnastic team
dominated the Asiad

arena.

“1 amvery relaxed dur-
ingthematch. | don’ tthink
it'sasurpriseat all towin
the team title as we just
committed to our training
after theworld champion-

China sweeps gymnastics men’steam titlein Asiad history

DoHa, 3 Dec— China took the incredible ninth consecutive win in Asiad men's gymnastics team
competition in Doha on Saturday, beating arch rival Japan with 377.100 points.

China featured its | Aarhusgymnastic worlds

ships and our coach ar-
ranged good preparation
fortheAsianGames,” said
Yang Wei, the newly-
crowned triple world
champion.

MNA/Xinhua

Tong restores China’s dominance
In women's over 78kg

DoHa, 3Dec— Chinese
risingjudo star Tong Wen
swiftly grabbed a gold
medal at the Doha Asiad
on Saturday in a one-
minute duel, showing her
dominance in over 78kg
contest.

"Chinesewomen'sjudo

Answersto yesterday’s
Crossword Puzzle
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DoHa, 3Dec— Chinese
Li Ping beat a field of
strongwomen to win the
women's53kg weightlift-
ing gold medal at the 15th
Asian Gameshereon Sat-
urday.

Li Ping snatched up
98kg and lifted 126kg for

awinning total of 224kg
forthegoldmedal. Junpim
Kuntatean of Thailand
took the silver medal in
221kg, while the bronze

Li Ping of China winswomen’s 53kg
weightlifting Asiad gold

medal went to Yu Wei Li
of Hong Kong who beat
RaemalLisaRumbewasof
Indonesia on body
weight.— MNA/Xinhua

Meryl Davisand Charlie
White of the US perform
during their ice dancing
free dance at the ISU
Grand Prix of Figure
Skating-NHK Trophy in
Nagano, central Japan on
2 Dec, 2006.—INTERNET

18/7/29, 7:06 AM
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playersover 78kg aways
shoulder heavy responsi-
bility," Tong said. "This
isfirst day of judo compe-
tition at the Doha Asian
Games, and | am glad to
give our team a good
start.”

Chinadominateswom-
en's judo competition in
over 78kg and open level
for along time. Four Chi-
nese players grabbed the
gold medals of over 78kg
at the Olympic Gamesin
1988 (exhibition), 1992,
1996, 2000, respectively.

Butin 2004, Chinalost
the gold medal at Athens
Olympic games.

Tong is considered the
best hope for Chinato re-
gain the dominance in
women's judo over 78 kg
category. Tong did well.

At the age of 23, Tong
snatched gold medals at
2002 Busan Asian Games
as well as judo world
championships.

MNA/Xinhua
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China'sfirst biomass-fired power plant goesinto operation

Jinan, 3 Dec —China’s first biomass-fired power plant, with an installed generating capacity of
25,000 kilowatts, went into commer cial operation in east China's Shandong Province on Friday.

Located in Shanxian
County, the 300-million-
yuan (35.7 million US
dollars) plant burns
150,000 to 200,000 tons
of cotton stalks, tree
branches, orchard and
forestry waste annually.

It can generate 160
millionkilowatt-hoursof

electricity a year, saving
theequivalent of 400,000
tonsof cod . Loca farmers
and biomass enterprises
can earn about 40 million
yuanfromtheproject each
year. The amount of
carbon dioxide produced
by a 25,000-kilowatt
biomass-fired power

plant annually is 100,000
tons less than that
discharged by a thermal
power plantwiththesame
capacity. The ash of the
burned biomass is high
quality potash fertilizer.
The Chinese Govern-
ment has attached grest
importance to the deve-

Fantastic fireworks is displayed durmg the opening ceremony of the

lopment of clean energy
projects in recent years,
includingwind power and
solar power and biomass-
fired power plants.

The government has
approvedtheconstruction
of over 30 biomasspower
plants, some of which are
under construction and
some will begin con-
struction by theend of the
year.

The Shanxian plant is
funded by the National
Bio Energy Co Ltd, a
subsidiary of the State
Grid Corporation of
China, whichisin charge
of thepower gridcovering
northern China, or the
areas to the north of the
Y angtze River.State Grid
has been given the green
light by the government
tobuild 22 biomasspower
plants, including 15 with
a combined installed
capacity of 350,000
kilowatts that are under

15th Asian Games at the Khalifa Stadium in Doha, Qatar, on 1 Dec, | construction.
2006.— NTERNET MNA/Xinhua
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Tune in today

8:30 am Brief news
8:35am Music:
-Big coconut...
Joontastic
8:40 am Perspectives
8:45am Music:
- Oxygen...
Vertigo.
8:50 am National news/
Slogan
9:00am Music:
-Tarzan & Jane...
Toy Box.
9:05 am International
news
9:10am Music:
-Hey
..Shakira.
1:30 pm News / Slogan
1:40pm Lunchtimemusic

you

-Just for you
...Peter.

-Radio  heart
...Charly  Mc
Clain

9:00 pm Spotlight on the
star:
9:10 pm Article
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Sunday, 3 December, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours,except for the
isolated light rain has been in Taninthayi Division,
weather hasbeengenerally fairinthe remainingwhole
country . Thenoteworthy amount of rainfall wasMyeik
(0.43) inch. Night temperatures were (5°C) to (6°C)
below normal in Chin State and upper Sagaing Divi-
sion, (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in Kachin, Rakhine
andK ayah States, Magway andY angon Divisions,(3°C)
to (4°C) above normal in Mon State and Taninthayi
Divisionand about normal intheremaining areas. The
significant night temperatures were Haka (-2°C),
Pinlaung and Mogok (4°C) each.

M aximum temperature on 2-12-2006 was 94°F.
Minimum temperature on 3-12-2006 was 65°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours MST on 3-12-2006 was
83%. Total sunshinehourson 2-12-2006was(8.3) hours
approx.

Rainfallson 3-12-2006 were (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Totd rainfals since
1-1-2006were(98.46) inches atMingaladonand (111.61)
inchesat Kaba-Ayeand(116.69)inchesat Central Y angon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(20) mph from Northwest at 11:30 hoursM ST on 2-12-
2006.

Bay inference: Weather ispartly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand the Southwest Bay and generally fair
elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 4-12-2006:
IsolatedlightrainarelikelyinMon and Kayin States
and Taninthayi Divisionand weather will begenerally
fair in the remaining states and divisions. Degree of
certainty is (60%).

Stateof the Sea: Seaswill bedight in Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days.Likelihood
of isolated rain in the Southern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring

No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones. Editors392308, M anager 392226, Cir culation 392304, Advertisement 392223,
Accounts 392224, Administration 392225, Production/Press 297028
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7'520221 59;1[§O§m0§.mwQJL-(O§.Gm) mqoqufﬂz.%%?%: —Cgrr?c?erella_rf’:1 Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe sees off

Lt-Gen Myint Swe of Ministry of Defence givesin

Myanma Tatmadaw rally team

frest ) ,f

L& 4D |
structions to Myanma Tatmadawmen before their departure for India. — mNA

YaNcon, 3 Dec — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence met a 11-member team of
Tatmadawmen led by Lt-Col Sein Than of theMinistry
of Defence who will take part in the Friendly Rally
Driving between armed forcesof Myanmar and Indiato
be held in New Delhi, Indiafrom 5 to 28 December at
the lounge of Yangon International Airport here this

afternoon. Also present ontheoccasionwere Chairman
of Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Y angon Command Brig-Gen HlaHtay

aretotakepartintherally to the best of their ability so
that they can enhance the prestige of the State and
Tatmadaw and further cement friendship between

Win, senior military officers and athletes.
Atthemeeting, Lt-Gen Myint Swesaid that the

rally driving is the first of its kind between armed

forces of Myanmar and India. Hence, Tatmadawmen

armed forces of the two countries.
At 2.30 pm, Lt-Gen Myint Swe, the commander
and senior military officers saw off the athletes at the

airport. — MNA

( )
INSIDE

For theinterest of the na-
tion and its people, the gov-
ernment has determined to
fight against AIDS threaten-
ingthemankindin order tobe
AlDSfreeMyanmar andAlIDS
freeworldin cooperation with
international societies.

PacE 2 PERSPECTIVES

e

A& | Minister inspects pedigree
farm in Kyaikto Township

N

2/

NAay Pyi Taw, 3Dec
— Minister for Agricul-
ture and Irrigation Maj-
GenHtay Ootogether with
officials heard reports on
the amount of fruits pro-
duced from the oil palm
plantations, production of
crude palm oil and grow-
ing of oil palmand mango
by Managing Director U
Kyi Win of Myanma Per-

ennial Crops Enterprise
and officials, and gave
necessary instructions at
thebriefing hall of there-
search and pedigree farm
in Ingabo Village,
Kyaikhto Township, on 1
December.

Next, the minister
met with members of
Township Agricultural
Coordination Committee

and calledondevel opment
of the agricultural sector.

In the evening, the
minister and party in-
spected constructiontasks
of Kataik Dam Project
being implemented in
Paung Township and
thriving rubber plantations
near the dam. The minis-
ter heard reportspresented
by anofficial andalsomet

Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo inspects progress of Kataik Dam Project in Paung Township.
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with members of State/
District/Township Agri-
culture Coordination
Committees.

Kataik Dam, across
Kataik Creek, is 134 feet
high and 5,200 feet long.
The dam has two conduit
canals, each of which is
650 feet long. Spillway of
the dam is 810 feet long
and 60feet wide. Itswater
storage capacity is56,000
acrefeetandit canirrigate
10,000 4&cres. A total of 95
per cent of the construc-
tion task of conduit canal,
spillway and control tower
were completed and
12,182 acre feet of water
have been stored in the
dam. Theremaining tasks
are being implemented at
full capacity. The irriga-
tionfacilitieswill contrib-
utealotto summer paddy
plantations.

MNA



