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When first developed, machine-readable dictionaries were hailed as a great step 

forward for automated word sense disambiguation. In fact they have proved 

disappointing to many in NLP and have even been denounced as useless by 

some. This talk looks at which elements of dictionary data are of use in an NLP 

system and how dictionary definition structure can abet or hinder tasks in NLP. 

Several tools available to lexicographers and other researchers will be surveyed 

with a view to their usefulness in bridging the gap between NLP and dictionary 

databases more effectively. 
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