
anise hyssop, Agastache foeniculum
TYPE: native perennials, perennials 

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts 
butterflies/pollinators, fragrant, great 
cut flowers, low-maintenance, 
midwest native, tolerates clay soil, 
tolerates harsh roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 8

MATURE HEIGHT: 24-36in

LIGHT: sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: lavender, purple

BLOOM SHAPE: spike

BLOOM TIME: fall, summer

Grows happily in average soil in full sun to light shade and attracts all sorts of 
pollinators. Deadhead spent flowers to promote additional bloom. Plants will spread 

by rhizomes and will easily self-seed.
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Big bluestem, Andropogon gerardii

TYPE: grasses, native grasses, native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS:
attracts songbirds, butterfly caterpillar food, exceptional fall color, 
great cut flowers, low-maintenance, midwest native, ornamental fruit 
& seed, outstanding winter interest, resistant: deer, tolerates clay soil, 
tolerates harsh roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 6-8ft

LIGHT: part sun/afternoon shade (eastern exposure), part 
sun/morning shade (western exposure), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM TIME: summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Delaware Skipper

This colorful, robust hardy grass is NATIVE FROM CANADA TO MEXICO. Tall foliage turns light red after frost. 
An excellent backdrop for shrubs and perennials, and also planted with tall flowering natives. Tough, 

self-sufficient big bluestem is justly famed for restoring damaged soil and compromised sites.
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Tall green milkweed, Asclepias hirtella

TYPE: Monarch larval hosts, native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, butterfly 
caterpillar food, heirloom garden plant, midwest native, ornamental 
fruit & seed, resistant: deer, resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, 
tolerates clay soil, tolerates harsh roadside conditions, wildlife food 
source

HARDINESS: Zone 3 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 3-4ft

LIGHT: part to full sun (4 hours or more sun), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: white

BLOOM SHAPE: globe

BLOOM TIME: summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Monarch

Plants grow up to 4′ and produce white flowers. This species prefers medium-wet to dry soil and grows best in full 
sun to partial shade. Blooms mid-summer and is attractive to butterflies and bees, including honeybees, 

bumblebees, and leaf-cutting bees. NATIVE FROM KANSAS TO WEST VIRGINIA, MINNESOTA TO LOUISIANA.
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swamp/rose milkweed, Asclepias incarnata

TYPE: Monarch larval hosts, nativar, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, butterfly 
caterpillar food, low-maintenance, midwest native, resistant: 
deer, resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, tolerates clay soil, 
tolerates harsh roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 3 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 24-36in

LIGHT: part sun/afternoon shade (eastern exposure), part 
sun/morning shade (western exposure), part to full sun (4 
hours or more sun), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant, tolerates poor drainage

BLOOM COLOR: white

BLOOM SHAPE: cluster

BLOOM TIME: summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Monarch

Clusters of white blooms, from mid-summer to autumn are nectar-rich, attracting butterflies galore. As the 
flowers fade, they are replaced by intriguing seedpods which can be used in fresh or dried cut flower displays.
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Purple poppy mallow, Callirhoe involucrata

TYPE: groundcover, low-maintenance lawn, native 
perennials, native plants, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, 
low-maintenance, midwest native, resistant: deer, resistant: 
disease, resistant: rabbit, tolerates clay soil, tolerates harsh 
roadside conditions, trailing habit

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 8

MATURE HEIGHT: 8-12in

LIGHT: sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: purple

BLOOM SHAPE: cup

BLOOM TIME: summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Common Checkered-Skipper

Low-growing mounds of cut-leaves are covered with large, purple, cup-shaped flowers all summer. Can 
self-seed and spread once established. Grows in hideous clay soil, and heat and drought only slow its 

growth slightly! An excellent border plant and ground cover.
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Rocky Mountain bee plant, Cleome serrulata

TYPE: annuals — color all summer, butterfly annuals, 
flowering annuals, native annuals, native plants

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, attracts 
hummingbirds, heirloom garden plant, low-maintenance, 
resistant: deer, resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, tolerates 
clay soil, tolerates harsh roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 1 – 10

MATURE HEIGHT: 24-36in

LIGHT: sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: pink

BLOOM SHAPE: cluster

BLOOM TIME: fall, summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Cabbage White, Checkered White

This colorful long-blooming native annual has large showy flowers in shades of pink and rose 
pink. Plants naturalize in the garden and provide an invaluable nectar source for 

pollinators.
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Lance-leaf coreopsis, Coreopsis lanceolata

TYPE: native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, great cut 
flowers, green roof plants, midwest native, tolerates harsh 
roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 18-24in

LIGHT: sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant, requires regular watering

BLOOM COLOR: orange

BLOOM SHAPE: daisy

BLOOM TIME: fall, summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Southern Dogface

Coreopsis lanceolata (lanceleaf tickseed) sports bright yellow, daisy-like flowers in summer over 
glossy green foliage. Plants self-seed and spread freely. A prairie native great for naturalizing with 

grasses and other self-seeders. Grows 1-2′ tall in full sun.
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Purple coneflower, Echinacea purpurea

TYPE: perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, attracts 
songbirds, great cut flowers, low-maintenance, ornamental 
fruit & seed, resistant: deer, resistant: disease, resistant: 
rabbit, tolerates clay soil, tolerates harsh roadside 
conditions, wildlife food source

HARDINESS: Zone 3 – 8

MATURE HEIGHT: 18-24in

LIGHT: part sun/afternoon shade (eastern exposure), part 
sun/morning shade (western exposure), part to full sun (4 
hours or more sun), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: pink

BLOOM SHAPE: daisy

BLOOM TIME: fall, summer

FOLIAGE: green

The classic purple coneflower with rose-pink petals and a coppery brown central cone. Newer blooms are more intense in 
color and lighten to pale rose as they age, lending a bicolor effect to the clump. Praised for their large, daisy-like flowers 
which appear from midsummer thru fall after many other perennials have finished blooming, bloom can be extended with 

deadheading. Leave spent blooms in fall to provide winter seed for finches and other songbirds and winter interest.
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Downy sunflower, Helianthus mollis
TYPE: groundcover, native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, attracts 
songbirds, butterfly caterpillar food, resistant: deer, 
resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, tolerates clay soil, 
tolerates harsh roadside conditions, wildlife food source

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 3-4ft

LIGHT: part sun/afternoon shade (eastern exposure), part 
sun/morning shade (western exposure), part to full sun (4 
hours or more sun), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: yellow

BLOOM SHAPE: daisy

BLOOM TIME:fall, summer

FOLIAGE: green

BUTTERFLY HOST: Painted Lady, Silvery Checkerspot

Fine hairs cover the stems and leaves, giving this native perennial a gray-green color. A classic sunflower that blooms for summer thru early 
fall.  Thrives in poor, dry soils with gravel, rock or clay where it will form a dense colony. Can prevent other plants from growing around it so 
use this native in areas where an isolated monoculture can grow. Downy Sunflower is very aggressive–a quality some might look for, but in a 

small landscape setting it’s a plant that could easily take over an entire area. NATIVE FROM NEBRASKA SOUTH TO TEXAS AND EAST.
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Round-headed bush clover, Lespedeza capitata

TYPE: native perennials, native plants, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, attracts 
songbirds, butterfly caterpillar food, low-maintenance, 
midwest native, tolerates clay soil, tolerates harsh roadside 
conditions, wildlife food source

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 8

MATURE HEIGHT: 24-36in

LIGHT: part to full sun (4 hours or more sun), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: white

BLOOM SHAPE: cluster

BLOOM TIME: fall, summer

FOLIAGE: green

Commonly found in upland woods, thickets, and prairies, along streams, railroads, and roadsides. Tiny 
creamy white, pea-like flowers with a magenta spot at the base open in dense, rounded clusters in mid to late 

summer. NATIVE TO THE EASTERN HALF OF THE U.S.
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Dotted blazing star, Liatris punctata

TYPE: native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, great cut 
flowers, heirloom garden plant, low-maintenance, midwest 
native, resistant: deer, resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, 
tolerates clay soil, tolerates harsh roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 18-24in

LIGHT: part sun/afternoon shade (eastern exposure), part 
sun/morning shade (western exposure), part to full sun (4 
hours or more sun), sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: purple

BLOOM SHAPE: spike

BLOOM TIME: summer

Liatris punctata is a species of flowering plant in the aster family known by the common names 
dotted gayfeather, dotted blazingstar, and narrow-leaved blazingstar. Native throughout the plains 

of central Canada, the United States, and northern Mexico.
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Lemon mint, Monarda citriodora 

TYPE: annuals — color all summer, flowering annuals, nativar

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, fragrant, 
great cut flowers, low-maintenance, midwest native, 
resistant: deer, resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, tolerates 
clay soil, tolerates harsh roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 2 – 11

MATURE HEIGHT: 18-24in

LIGHT: sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: pink, purple, white

BLOOM SHAPE: spike

BLOOM TIME: fall, summer

FOLIAGE: green

Lemon mint (aka Horsemint) foliage has a strong citrus scent when rubbed or crushed. It is 
very easy to grow and often forms large colonies sought by bees and butterflies. Although 

annual, it will self-seed and wind through the perennial garden.
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Black-eyed susan, Rudbeckia hirta

TYPE: native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS:
attracts butterflies/pollinators, attracts 
songbirds, butterfly caterpillar food, great 
cut flowers, heirloom garden plant, 
low-maintenance, midwest native, resistant: 
deer, resistant: rabbit, tolerates clay soil, 
tolerates harsh roadside conditions, wildlife 
food source

HARDINESS: Zone 4 – 10

MATURE HEIGHT: 24-36in

BLOOM SHAPE: daisy

Huge 3-4″ deep yellow blooms with dark brown eye cover this black-eyed Susan from late spring until frost in an exuberant 
show. A rampant self-seeder, one plant will quickly become many in the garden. We leave ours to dry and provide birdseed 

in winter. Plants grow 30-36″ tall and tolerate a small amount of shade. NATIVE TO MOST OF THE U.S.
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Little bluestem, Schizachyrium scoparium 

TYPE: grasses, nativar, native grasses, native perennials, 
perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts songbirds, butterfly 
caterpillar food, green roof plants, resistant: deer, 
tolerant of black walnut

HARDINESS: Zone 3 – 9

MATURE HEIGHT: 24-36in

LIGHT: sun (8+ hrs)

WATER: drought tolerant

BLOOM COLOR: white

BLOOM TIME: summer

FOLIAGE: blue

BUTTERFLY HOST: Swarthy Skipper

Silvery-blue foliage with exceptional bronze-red fall color. One of the dominant grasses of the tallgrass prairie which once 
covered the rich and fertile soils of central North America, this prairie native tolerates heat and humidity like a champ. With 5-8 
foot deep roots drought is also not a problem. Native to prairies, fields, clearings, hills, limestone glades, roadsides, waste areas, 

and open woods from Alberta to Quebec south to Arizona and Florida.
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Blue vervain, Verbena hastata 

TYPE: native perennials, perennials that last

NOTABLE TRAITS: attracts butterflies/pollinators, great 
cut flowers, green roof plants, heirloom garden plant, 
low-maintenance, midwest native, resistant: deer, 
resistant: disease, resistant: rabbit, tolerates harsh 
roadside conditions

HARDINESS: Zone 3 – 8

MATURE HEIGHT: 12-18in

LIGHT: part to full sun (4 hours or more sun)

WATER: drought tolerant, tolerates poor drainage

BLOOM COLOR: blue, pink

BLOOM TIME: summer

FOLIAGE: green

Easily grown in average, medium to wet soils in full sun. Forms colonies in the wild by 
slowly spreading rhizomes and self-seeding. A lovely little garden filler makes great cut 

flowers and attracts pollinators by the score. NATIVE TO NORTH AMERICA.
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Two-grooved milk vetch, Astragalus bisulcatus

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: May, June, July
Bloom Color: Purple
USDA Zones: 3-6
Plant Spacing: 18-24"

Two-Grooved Milk Vetch is native to the 
Western United States. It is a showy species 
for prairies, roadsides, and other upland 
habitats. Although domesticated animals 
tend to avoid the plant, it should not be 
included in rangeland plantings because it 
accumulates selenium. Many different bee 
species visit Two-Grooved Milk Vetch. 
Astragalus species are one of the host plants 
of the Clouded Sulphur butterfly. 

www.prairiemoon.com
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Large yellow wild indigo, Baptisia Sphaerocarpa

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 3 feet
Bloom Time: June, July
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 4-9
Plant Spacing: 24-36"

Baptisia sphaerocarpa prefers full sun and 
average to dry soil.  Like all of its genus, it is 
slow to establish but long-lived. The beautiful 
large yellow blossoms of Large Yellow Wild 
Indigo project proudly above its foliage in June 
and July. Like other Baptisia species, Baptisia 
sphaerocarpa is a host plant for the Wild 
Indigo Duskywing (Erynnis baptisiae). The 
marble-sized round seed pods distinguish this 
species from other Baptisias. 

www.prairiemoon.com
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Tall swamp marigold, Bidens coronata

Life Cycle: Annual
Sun Exposure: Full
Soil Moisture: Wet, Medium-Wet
Height: 4 feet
Bloom Time: August, September, October
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 3-8
Plant Spacing: 18-24"

Damp spot? Tall Swamp Marigold or any of the Bidens 
species will give you glorious yellow color from late 
summer through late fall. Bidens coronata is similar to 
Bidens aristosa mutica but can be distinguished by 
flower bracts that are curly and sparsely fringed or 
bristled.  Tall Swamp Marigold is an annual; it completes 
its life cycle during one season but will re-seed.  
Sticktights (see detailed seed picture) are the bur-like 
seeds of some Bidens species, so named because they 
stick to clothing, shoestrings, etc.  

Other common names in use: Crowned Beggarticks, Tall 
Tickseed-sunflower.

www.prairiemoon.com



Tall bellflower, Campanula americana 

Life Cycle: Biennial
Sun Exposure: Partial, Shade
Soil Moisture: Medium-Wet, Medium, 
Medium-Dry
Height: 5 feet
Bloom Time: July, August, September, October
Bloom Color: Blue
USDA Zones: 3-8
Plant Spacing: 18-24"

Campanula americana, Tall Bellflower or American Bellflower, 
reaches from three to five feet in height, its blue-violet 
blooms providing a bright late-summer accent to savanna or 
woodland plantings.
 
Self-seeding, it is either annual or biennial by habit, seemingly 
depending on when germination occurs. First-year plants are 
tight rosettes of heart-shaped leaves that shoot up the 
following spring to form tall stems. Because Campanula 
americana is the only bellflower with wide-spread petals, a 
petal tube that elongates with age and stamens that extend 
over the petals, it often is assigned the special designation 
Campanulastrum americanum.

Attracts birds and bees. 

www.prairiemoon.com



Partridge pea, Chamaecrista fasciculata 

Life Cycle: Annual
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: July, August, September
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 4-9
Plant Spacing: 6-12"

Partridge Pea's yellow flowers with deep-red stamens are not 
only a cheery summer plant, but are great favorites of bees 
and other pollinators. The plant’s visual appeal is enhanced by 
its symmetrical foliage, with blue-green leaves oppositely 
arranged in groups of 8-15 pairs.  The leaves retreat when 
touched so another name that may be used is Sensitive Plant.  
These leaves are the larval host for the Little Yellow, Sleepy 
Orange and Orange Sulfur butterflies.  Partridge Pea is an 
annual and a legume so fixes soil nitrogen and forms 
attractive maroon seed pods in the fall, from which it readily 
self-seeds in medium to dry soils, growing to 2’ in height.  
These seed pods are excellent food for game birds and 
songbirds that spend the winter with us. It is native to much 
of the eastern half of the US.  It was formerly called Cassia 
fasciculata. Attracts birds and bees. 
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Leafy prairie clover, Dalea foliosa 

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: July, August, September
Bloom Color: Purple
USDA Zones: 4-7

Once a strong presence in medium to dry soil prairies, this 
species is now on the brink of extinction in natural areas, 
occurring in small populations in just a few states. Loss of 
habitat and fire suppression have contributed to its decline. Its 
form is more leafy than other Prairie Clovers. The root system 
consists of a single taproot. Dalea foliosa prefers full-partial sun 
and medium to dry conditions. It tolerates rocky soil but 
requires well drained-soil. Dalea foliosa does not tolerate 
competition from taller species. 

The blooming period lasts between 1-2 months and occurs in 
late summer. There is no noticeable floral scent, but the flowers 
attract plenty of pollinators. Bees, butterflies, moths and 
skippers all enjoy visiting the flowers. In addition to attracting 
insects, rabbits and other mammalian herbivores consume the 
foliage. In areas where rabbits and deer are plentiful, we 
recommend taking extra precautions when growing this 
species. 

www.prairiemoon.com



Bush morning glory, Ipomoea leptophylla

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full
Soil Moisture
Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 3 feet
Bloom Time: June, July, August
Bloom Color: Pink
USDA Zones: 4-8

Ipomoea leptophylla, Bush Morning Glory, is a native perennial of 
the South-Central states of Texas and New Mexico; the Plains 
states of Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska and South Dakota; and the 
Mountain states of Colorado, Wyoming and Montana. Stems bend 
into an arc as they grow, forming a bushy clump that can reach 
about three feet in height. Large funnel-shaped, pinkish-purplish 
flowers occur at the axils of the plant’s linear leaves. The 
preference is for dry to medium-dry soils that are particularly 
sandy or gravelly in nature. You can find Bush Morning Glory in 
grasslands, roadsides, banks and somewhat disturbed areas. 

This plant is also referred to as Man-root due to its ability to grow 
a root system that is allegedly the size of a man (it’s more like a 
small child). Because of this large root system, the plant is very 
drought-tolerant, however, this largeness also makes the plant 
difficult to move once established so choose your spot wisely. 

www.prairiemoon.com



Wild mint, Mentha arvensis 

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Wet, Medium-Wet, Medium
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: July, August, September
Bloom Color: White, Purple
USDA Zones: 3-7
Plant Spacing: 1-2'

This mint has tiered clusters of small white to light purple 
flowers which appear along the stem in the heat of 
summer. It primarily attracts flies and wasps for its nectar, 
but butterflies, and small bees will visit on occasion. All 
parts of the plant are very aromatic. The strong minty 
scent of the foliage usually keeps herbivores at bay. 
Mentha arvensis is rhizomatous and aggressive and 
therefore may not be suitable for small landscape 
plantings.
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Sensitive plant, Mimosa quadrivalis var. nuttali

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full
Soil Moisture: Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 3 feet
Bloom Time: May, June, July
Bloom Color: Pink
USDA Zones: 5-10
Plant Spacing: 10-18"

Sensitive Plant prefers sunny, sandy sites.  It goes by many 
names: Littleleaf Sensitve-brier, Cat's Claw, Catclaw Brier, 
and Schrankia nutallii.  Its leaves fold when disturbed, 
hence its common name. From May-July plants (2-3' tall) 
bloom in bunches of pink-magenta flower globes, which 
set seeds in long, prickly pods. Despite the barbs, the pods 
are nutritious for foraging mammals. The plant's vining 
stems also are covered by small, backward-curving thorns 
(see photo). The plant gives off a sulfur smell.

www.prairiemoon.com



Wild four o’clock, Mirabilis nyctaginea

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 4 feet
Bloom Time: June, July, August, September
Bloom Color: Purple
USDA Zones: 3-10
Plant Spacing: 18-24"

The genus name, Mirabilis, means marvelous in Latin. Wild Four 
O'Clock is common in disturbed areas, especially those with poor 
soils like gravel or clay of roadsides, ditches, railroad tracks and 
even urban alleys. This easy-to-grow, perennial re-seeds itself 
readily, but in fertile soil, the Wild Four O’Clock is often 
outcompeted by its neighbors.  It is native to the north and central 
US states and adventive in the far Eastern states. In the summer 
the range of pale pink to deep magenta flowers start to open 
late-afternoon (guess what time - 4:00!), remain open all night to 
be pollinated by various insects and even Ruby-Throated 
Hummingbirds, and close in the morning.  It is a nice larval host to 
the White-lined Sphinx Moth.  Its flowers are trumpet- or 
horn-shaped, about half an inch across. Deer typically avoid this 
plant. The roots and seed are poisonous. The dark green, large 
leaves are very showy, as is the seeding period.

www.prairiemoon.com
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Midewiwan sacred tobacco, Nicotiana rustica

Life Cycle: Annual
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: July, August, September
Bloom Color: Yellow

There are a number of common names in use for this 
species including: Wild Tobacco, Shamanic Tobacco, 
Erowid Tobacco or Aztec Tobacco. In South America it 
is traditionally called Mapacho.

Midewiwan Sacred Tobacco is an annual; it completes 
its life cycle during one season but will re-seed. It 
grows well in sandy, loamy, and clay soils. Midewiwan 
Sacred Tobacco prefers well-drained soil and cannot 
grow in shade.
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Prairie sundrops, Oenothera pilosella 

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium-Wet, Medium, 
Medium-Dry
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: May, June
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 3-8
Plant Spacing: 18-24"

A member of the Evening Primrose family, it is actually 
a day-flowering species. It spreads semi-aggressively 
and forms dense mats, but can be removed easily from 
a garden setting because of its shallow roots. Droves of 
long-tongued bees, butterflies, and skippers are drawn 
to the prolific pollen these plants produce. 

The bright yellow, fragrant flowers and photo-worthy 
stamens appear early summer. Prairie Sundrops prefer 
moist soils and near full sun but can tolerate periods of 
drought and light shade. Plant in full sun for strong, 
upright stems. Another common name in use is 
Meadow Evening Primrose.
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Eastern prickly pear, Opuntia humifusa 

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Dry
Height: 6 inches
Bloom Time: June, July
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 4-9
Plant Spacing: 6-8"

Deserts aren't the only places on Earth that have cacti! Scattered 
around a generous portion of eastern North America grows a 
lovely, sun loving species of cacti known as the Eastern Prickly 
Pear cactus. While seemingly out of place in many temperate 
regions, this interesting cactus still carries with it some of the 
habits of its desert dwelling relatives. Preferring full sun and 
sandy, dry conditions, the Eastern Prickly Pear cactus is a must 
have for the driest parts of your garden. From June to July, the 
cactus puts out some of the most stunning flowers. Bathed in 
bright yellow, the 3" wide blooms are immediately descended 
upon by a myriad of different pollinator species. Beetles, bees, 
and butterflies, this plant attracts them all. After flowering the 
pads produce bright red, edible fruits that are almost as 
attractive as the flowers that preceded them. Typical of most 
cacti, the seeds in these edible fruits must ripen for a minimum of 
9 months before they are ready to germinate. 
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Large-flowered beardtongue, Penstemon grandiflorus

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 2 feet
Bloom Time: May, June
Bloom Color: Purple
USDA Zones: 3-8
Plant Spacing: 8-12"

Large-flowered Beardtongue prefers full sun to partial shade, dry 
mesic to dry conditions, and poor soil containing rocky material 
or sand. When mature it can reach heights of 2'. Its stunning 
large, tubular pink to purple flowers bloom for just a few weeks in 
May or June.

This plant is endangered in some states and is typically rare to 
see in the wild. Bumblebees like to visit the flowers for nectar and 
this plant is well liked by birds. In addition to the many 
pollinators it attracts, Penstemon grandiflorus is one of the host 
plants for the Chalcedon Checkerspot and Edith's Checkerspot 
within the western region of its range. Penstemon grandiflorus is 
one of the showiest of all Penstemons! In the past Native 
Americans treated toothaches by chewing the root pulp of this 
plant and then placing it in the cavity. Large-flowered 
Beardtongue is loved by bees and hummingbirds and is drought 
tolerant.  Other common names include Showy Beardtongue, 
Pink Beardtongue, Shell-leaf Beardtongue, Canterbury Bells, and 
Wild Foxglove.
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Maryland senna, Senna maurilandica

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium-Wet, Medium, 
Medium-Dry
Height: 4 feet
Bloom Time: July, August
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 4-10

Senna marilandica is virtually indistinguishable from its 
relative, Wild Senna (Senna herbecarpa) until the 2 
species have ripe seeds. The Wild Senna will readily 
open its pod and the seeds will fall out, whereas the 
Maryland Senna seed pods will stay tightly closed. For 
this reason, as wild turkey food, it's good to plant both 
Sennas; the Wild Senna will feed them in early fall as the 
seeds fall out of the pod, and the Maryland Senna's 
heavy, fibrous pods with seeds intact will sustain them 
during the later winter months.

Wild Senna, and other Chamaecrista/Cassia and Senna 
species in the Fabaceae (pea) family, are important host 
plants for many species of Sulphur Butterflies.
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Sky blue aster, Symphyotrichum oolentangiense

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 3 feet
Bloom Time: August, September, October
Bloom Color: Blue
USDA Zones: 3-8
Plant Spacing: 1-2'

Sky Blue Aster has blue to blue-violet flowers. It is easy 
to grow and is drought tolerant. Blooming late summer 
to fall, like most Asters, it attracts butterflies and other 
beneficial insects such as small bees, flies, small to 
medium-sized butterflies, skippers, and wasps.

Sky Blue Aster prefers full or partial sun and can grow in 
many different types of soil as long as it is well-drained. 
The leaves are smaller when heading upward along the 
stem, and are typically heart-shaped at the base. The 
leaves on the very similar-looking Smooth Blue Aster are 
indeed smooth to the touch. Sky Blue Aster has rough 
leaves, as do many other Asters. It is also scientifically 
named Aster oolentangiensisand Aster azureus.
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Blue-ridge buckbean, Thermopsis caroliniana 

Life Cycle: Perennial
Sun Exposure: Full, Partial
Soil Moisture: Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
Height: 4 feet
Bloom Time: May, June
Bloom Color: Yellow
USDA Zones: 4-7
Plant Spacing: 2-3'

This Thermopsis is native to the East Coast, USA. 
Thermopsis caroliniana is typically found in open 
meadows, prairies, woodland edges, and fields. 

 It is closely related to Baptisia species. Another 
commonly used scientific name is Thermopsis villosa.  
For common names, you may hear it called Carolina 
Lupine, Aaron's Rod, False Lupine, Southern Lupine, 
Bush Pea, and many others! Thermopsis caroliniana 
prefers full sun and well-drained soils. The bright yellow 
flowers resemble those of Wild Lupine and other 
Lupinus species. These flowers attract bees and 
butterflies. It has an extremely sturdy taproot that often 
needs a hatchet to cut. 
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