


Wc:lnut Cove Man Turns
To Woodworking After 51
Years Of Preaching
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‘It was a challenge time," he said.

‘When Johnson retired, over 300

members regularly attended the
meeting. _

He contributes the ‘‘healthy
growth' to the Lord, good
communication with the
congregation, and a closely knit
church. *‘It's remarkable what a few
people can do if they put their minds
o it,” he said.

Johnson equates ministry with
communication — ‘‘living with
people, communicating with people,
and loving them.”” He added, “‘A
man can't hear what I say in the
pulpit if 1 don’t live it on the
streets, ™’

I don't see that there's anything
more rewarding than to see progress

— to see the church grow at a
healthy gradual pace.”’

Johnson praised his wife for her -
assistance throughout his career.
**My wife has been with me all the
way. '’ he said. )

Retirement

Now, Johnson divides his time
between wood working and serving
as a supply of interim pastor. He has
been making clocks, mirrors, and
pictures since 1972. Since woodwork-
ing is a hobby, Johnson does it at his
leisure.

The Johnsons have two children,
Mrs. Mae Meredith Dula of Durham
and James MacRay Johnson Jr. of
Winston-Salem.

James Johnson




Rev. J. M. Johnson k

Rev. J, M, Johnson, pastor
of the First Baptist Church of
Walnut Cove for the past twenty-
four years, has retired.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and
their family moved to Walnut
Cove in May of 1946, During
these years they experienced
many challenges in the life,
work and services of the church
there.

Mr. Johnson, a native of
Chalybeate Springs, N, C. in
Harnett County, received his
formal education in the pubiic
schools of that county. He at-
tended Buies Creek Academy
(now Campbell College) and re-
ceived a B, A, degree from Wake
Forest College.

Prior to entering the ministry
he was a store manager for
the A & P Tea Co. for seven
years and for a short time he
was a sales representative with
the Palmolive Peet Co.

During his tenure as pastor at
Walnut Cove he served as a
member of several board and
committees of the Baptist
denomination.

‘He served as a member of the
General Board of the Baptist
S tate Convention, 1956-57;
Moderator of the Pilot
Mountain Baptist Association,
1951-52; chairman of Associa~
tional Camp Committee (Camp
Retreat), 1956-69; Member of
the executive committee of the
Pilot Mountain Baptist Associa~
tion, and various other com-
mittees. He was president of
the Stokes County Ministerial
Association for two years.

Mr. Johnson has concerned
himself also with the civic
affairs of his town and county.
F or several years he cam-
paigned for funds to supportthe
Red Cross and polio programs
in the county. For one year he
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was president of the County
Chapter of the Red Cross and
for three years he was a
member of the Stokes County
Good Neighbor Council,
Johnson is strongly
averse to evaluating hi s
ministry by statistical informa-
tion, but a few stand: out
tremendously

The church bulldinghadburn—
ed some three years before the
Johnsons arrived. The congre-
gation had worshipped in the

- school building and most of this

time without a regular pastor,
At this time the church did not

own a pastorium, The people of '

the church had many reasons
fordiscouragement, but main-
tained and exercised a faith
and sacrificial spirit of giving
and hard manual work. At the

present the physical assets of |

the church (debt free), is near
a quarter million dollars,
Gifts to Missions -~ local,

Associational, state, home and

foreign have doubled many
times over during the years of
his pastorate.

The annual budget of the
church has increased from
some $3,000.00 to a present
budget of more than $23,000.00,
during the past 24 years, The
membership of the church has
grown from 261 to its present
enrollment of 418.

Many compliments have been
paid the Johnsons. Among the
best has nothing to do with
statistics, Some years after
their arrival in Walnut Cove, a
statement was made by one who
was quite familiar with the
affairs of the town: ‘The
whole moral tone of this town
has been different since the
Johnsons moved here.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have
numerous interests and, be-

cause of their interest in and

love for people, they do not in-
tend to relinquish their desire
or dedication in bearing a
positive Christian witness now
that they haveretired. They wl!l
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By Virtle Stroup
Staff Religion Reporter

James McRay Johnson, 66,

of Walnut Cove has stepped
“down as pastor of Walnut
Cove Baptist Church. But
there is-diftle likelihood that
he will ever sbop being a
minister. ]

Johnson is a country boy
and proud of it. His life began
and has progressed through a
series of towns whose names
‘often are not familiar., But as
a true small towner, he knows
every Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John he has g.rown up
with throughout

A latecomer
ministry,
while preparing for the pulpit
that his best sermons
be preached squatted at the
end of a row of corn talking
to a sweaty farmer.

Listens to Himself

His philosophy has been to
listen to what he preached.

“If I preach the love of God
and the salvation of Christ in
the pulpit, then I forfeit my
right to claim that if I don’t
live it on the streets every
day. Am I not right?” he
asked.

" He doesn’t believe in high-
powered - pressure tactics or
emotional plays.

In years of dealing with
men, Johnson admits, he may
not spend more than 20
minutes on a man’s personal
relationship with God. He
talks about crops, weather,
fishing and people.

His tender touch is obvious
at Walnut Cove. He led his
church “from a hole in the
ground to a quarter-million-
dollar church all with
God’s help.” )

Had No Church

When Johnson arrived at
Walnut Cove the congregation
had nelther church nor

Minister Lives

By His lPrqachMt

mto the
Johnson predicted

J. McRAY JOHNSON
ces retires . ..

be yourself and live with
people and serve them and be
one of them? This was the
greatest revelation I ever had
in my life.”

And so Johnson Ileft the
A&P, where he was store
manager for seven years, and
entered the ministry.

He stayed at Walnut Cove
Baptist Church for 24 years.
Some may have thought he
stayed too long, but Johnson
doesn’t think so. It took him a
year to decide to take the
church’s and God

didn’t lead me there I h&ve no |

explanation for it.”

Life outside the pulpit won't
be too different for Johnson,

- He has always believed ‘‘you
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;’:1;3.5 RE:;. rje'tix{:;l JSHNSON. pastor of the First Baptist Church of Walnut Cove for the past 24

£ ;;resanted him' s a gesture cff appreciation for M& Tong and faithful service, the congrega-

b o 2 tiai new automqule. Chairman of the Board of Deacons Andrew Smith is shown

s etiring pastor with the keys. A full story of Rev. Johnson's life in Walnut Cove
.to in a story from the Pilot Mountzin Baptist Association next week.
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PILOT MOUNTAIN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION MINUTES, 1990

mittees. He knew how to work with people and his pastor, and any pastor could not have
had a better friend and co-laborer. Both as a layman and pastor he served on various com-
mittecs of the Pilot Mountain Baptist Association.

Working faithfully along his side and equally dedicated to her Lord, her church, and
her pastor was his partner in life and ministry, Virginia Ann Campbell Hauser. They walked
the road of dedication and call to the ministry together. When Thurman surrendered to
God’s call to the Gospel Ministry, they sold their business (H&B Tire Company) and their
home so that he might have financial resources to study at Fruitland Bible Institute. They
walked together the way of faith, courage and commitment.

Little did any of us realize that his ministry as a pastor would be so brief. With the
same dedication with which he served as a layman, he served the Oak Ridge Baptist Church
at Sandy Ridge as pastor for nine years. He served the whole community as well as his
congregation. So Oak Ridge was his only pastorate before his death, but he served well,
and I am sure that he can claim the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, ““Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.”

For me

he will always be
not John's son

but Paul’s:

he thought like Paul,
thought for us all.

From the day we met
his mind was set,

set on God

and for eternity

set free.

The letter Paul wrote,
from it I quote,

will help to see

how he thus

came to be.

““For to me

life is Christ

and death gain;

if my living

in the body

may serve

some good purpose
[ am torn two ways.

Cecil Cave

Pastor, Mineral Springs Baptist Church
Moderator, Pilot Mountain Association

N IO )

JAMES M. JOHNSON, SR.

(1904-1990)

-Vi-

What I should like

is to depart

and be with Christ,
that is better by far.

But, for your sake

there is a greater need

for me to stay. ..

This I know

I shall stay. ..

and stand by

you all

to help you forward

and add joy

to your faith...”
(Phil. 1:21-26 NEB
Adapted)

He stayed on with us
all the years of my ministry
to the church.

Thus at the end
of my life,

to calm my strife,
came this man
sent from God

(206.9756/M66pil)

one who trod
the road
carried the load.

Father God,

my gratitude

to you

for this, my brother,
James McRay Johnson,
Paul’s son.

J. M. Johnson, Sr. served for.l
Church from 1946 until his reti
until his death.
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Father God,

my gratitude

to you

for this, my brother,
James McRay Johnson,
Paul’s son.

Sydney L. Goldfinch, SBC Missionary &
Pastor, Walnut Cove First Baptist
Church 1983-1990

J. M. Johnson, Sr. served for twenty-four years as pastor of Walnut Cove First Baptist
Church from 1946 until his retirement in 1970. He was recognized as Pastor Emeritus

until his death.
),

RONALD EARL RICE
(1912-1990)

Ron Rice was one of those rare individuals who is able to see the image of God in every
person, both the lovely and the unlovely. Through his gifts of ministry, he touched the
lives of young and old, impoverished and well-to-do, reaching out to every scgment of
the communities he served. i

Born in 1912 in Sturgis, Michigan, Rice pastored Baptist churches in Michigan,
Indiana, and Virginia before coming to North Carolina. He served as Dircector of Mis-
sions for the Flat River Buptist Association. He helped organize Grove Park Baptist Church
in Burlington (1944-48); Regalwood Baptist Church (1953-55); and Immanuel Baptist
Chapel (1963), which later constituted as Pfafftown Baptist Church. For scventeen years
he served as Missions Pastor for the First Baptist Church of Winston-Salem, during which
time he helped found the Downtown Church Center and the Crisis Control Ministry. He
served as the first Director of Crisis Control, from 1973-77. From 1980-84 he served
as bivocational pastor of South Fork Baptist Church, Winston-Salem.

Ron Rice was also active in many other helping organizations, including Contact,
Forsyth County Council for Older Adults, Meals on Wheels, Mandala, Alzheimer’s Center,
Walkertown Outreach Ministry, and the Shepherd’s Center. He served .on the North
Carolina Board of Health. In 1986, Rice was the first recipient of the Nancy Susan Reynolds
Award for Community Change, which was created to honor those who have done
remarkable things with no expectation of recognition, who have taken risks and worked
outside conventional channels.

A voracious reader, Rice was fascinated with the concept of cities and the role of urban
ministry. In a 1982 article, Rice wrote: ‘I came to think of the city as my parish.
Approaching the city from the east, catching the first glimpse of the water tower at Ninth
and Chestnut Streets, I would often say to myself with satisfaction, ‘There is my parish.’
It is a rich feeling to care for a city. It is good to be able to say, *This is my city.” ”’

-Vil-



When Rev., and Mrs. J. IM. Johnson retired from First Biptist
Church in 1970 she requested that Catherine K. Jones take
her place as Director of the WMU. Catherine did not seek
this as she knew she was neither worthy or capable.

But she and FErleen, Graig, Presidnet of the WMU of First Biptist
Church of Walnut ove, kept the ball rolling until some new
members cawe into the church ana shared the load well.

Erleen Craig ic still WIU President and Catherine is an active
member. Some years ago she completed a 25 year .erfect
ttendance record before she became sick for a seacson.

She has been elected to a Lifetime Membership in Welnut
- Cove Chapter MNn. 157, Order of the Eastern Sar.

The reason she did not get to college i1s that she is the youngecst
child of seven children and her parents were getting old &#nd
money became more limited.

The wcholarship Medal she won was gold but had not Scholarship
Funds.



ales lickay Johnson, Sr.

The lev James lMc Ray Johnson, Sr. , became pastor of “he
First Baptist Church of Walnut Cove in 1946. Family °
members were liev. James lickay Johnson, &., Mrs Mae Smith
Johnson, Their daughter, Mae Meredith Johnson, and their on,
James Mclay Johnson, 4Yr. They retired in 1970.

lrs., Johnson is now deceased.

While ashe and her husband served at First HRptist Church of
Vialnut for 24 years she was a Sunday School teacher,
Extension Worker, and VMU President and Director «iving
her best wherever she was working

Kev. Johnson now lives at Guardien Care Nursing llome in
Walnut Love.

He is Pastor HEmeritus of Te {irst Baptist Church of
Walnut Cove.



P.S.

kev. J. M. Johnson grew up on a tobacco farm in Harnett County,
North Grolina, the son of Mr. and lMrs. B&vander Johncon.

he married Miss llae Smith of Chase ity, Virginia, a teacher.

He was manager of an Atlantic and Pacific Ra L ompany
grocery cstore in Oxford having coming from one in HRaleigh.

This was in the early thirities-the depression years. He

had fought the c¢«#l1ll to the ministry for some time so Tinally

in Oxford he surrencered his life to the Christian call. le
dr:aded to tell his mother about this decision 1in a depression
after the birthoi their daughter, Mae Meredit Jol'nson. He

was shocked when his mother said, "™ I have been praving for this
for a longima."

lie and his family moved to Wake lorest to enter Vake Forest
College in preparation for the ministry. He worked at a grocery
store on vaturdays. Some times bits of money came in the mail.

After graduation he served pastorates i:r LEastern North Carolina
and in Durham, N.C. where he was when the call came from Walnut
Uove. This church building had burned to the ground leaving only
the lot, Lbwpoken brick und rubble. This was in 1940. fle and

the men of the church, with the ladies doing what they could, began
to clean up and build. They did all they could with the ascistance
of hired help when necessary. He haspictures of him and the men
working on the top of tbe church and other parts.

When he and Mrs. Johnson retired in 1970 the church and other
property were d¢bt free. *he church building of brick, a brick
parsonage, two parking lots were worth at low estimate about
Two Hundred Thousand dollars and much more today . Amenber
donated a cemetery lot.

Mr. Johnson served as lioderator of ‘he Pilbt lountain Baptist
Association and was a member of the Ueneral Thard of the
Baptist State Onvention. He and men from his church and other
Churches built Camr Ketreat in Stokes Vounty which later in a
winter time burned to the ground. He studies in extenton
classes of  Soutliern Seminary,

lir. Johnson 1is a good frmer, carpenter, wood wo:kr:ryechanic, and
fisherman.

lie nplanted his own garden and those of two neighbors. lie took

ve 'etables to others. Crried frech fish to them. hepaired his car.
Led a movement that defeated the ABC Store for the County but
later atowm elec*ion brought one to Walnut Cove.
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BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY DATA FORM

Please read carefully the Instruction Sheet and then list the appropriate information
as it directs.

1. NAME _déhrnsSen, S b Tm;as ﬂ9777&e,

(Last) (First) (Second)

Give full names. For a married woman please put maiden name in parentheses.

[EXAMPLE: Cole, Mary Ann ($mith).]
2. BIRTH @%@ﬁjﬁ%@&ﬁaeﬁ NC. [fEbz4./504
ace) ounty) State) (Date)

DEATH

3. PARENTS del Se @ )) S7h Jok r
[EXAMPLE: Alec Joe Doaks and Lucy Mae (Brown) Doaks]|
Father’s occupation ,/t- LLe £ Mother’s occupation &U_J_&MMJT/{ e/

4. BROTHERS (Z) List full names and year of birth
(Living or deceased) Numb. 7 ggj h/
Ottha Clio- o?’ﬁf“lc/?’?'f s 7 mer 2Fld-
5. SISTERS () List full names and year of birth

(Liyi g or deceased) Number

1) icse Mae -

HPQ#“)‘/CE— /V(Zf‘7/ ///]?6\«4:&7{

6. CHILDHOOD RESIDENCE: (Please list each residence of 3 years duration or more, up
to the time of the 18th birthday)
Type of Community Post Office County State Dates

Rural (R); town under
2500 pop. (T)' city 2500
or more C). Check one.

TD CD/yéa?‘?%éec?ﬁo ?/ 2Lt THE.
RDTD c :
RO TO €O :
Bri3—F-~6-{

7. EDUCATION:
Grammar school: Graduate? Yes (#) No( ) Year graduated

High school: Graduate? Yes (/) No( ) Year graduated _/ 7 ;‘2(4(/

School attended: e , o TR, T

ame ce J " (State)
(Whether graduate or not; if more than one was attended, show the last one.)

College: Years attended: None ( ) One ( ) 2-3( ) Graduate ( Ly~
W?fsther graduated or not, list college(s) attended:* (EXAMPLE: 1935-'38)
Ve

248 fT1e S WD g foresT (7. (oT4-35 i /5.

Place) (State) (Years attended) (Degree)

(Name) (Place) (State) (Years attended) (Degree)

Graduate-level: List college(s), seminary(ies), etc. attended; earned degrees
(Name) (Place) (State) (Years attended) (Degree)

L Xten®ien (zwﬁfej n<5b"TA€kR AW s s TR P




8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

SPECIAL AWARDS OR RECOGNITION RECEIVED: (Honorary degrees, such as:
D.D., Howard College, 1948; citations, such as: Who’s Who in American Colleges and
Unwersmes 1939; h0n01ary positions, such as: “Man of the Year”—Pryor, Okla., 1943;
etc.)

MARITAL INFORMATION:

Spouse Birthdate Place of Marriage Date of
of Spouse (Town and State) Marriage

1) Ma e Meved(rhe Smith Chase Cirgys Wyl LU kg, L Vot 1o 12759
(2)

Number of children Q:). List their full names and birthdates: (an example of a married
daughter would be: Mrs. John Alan (Mary Lou) Ross, 3-7-1918)
Mes Wi

21/3 m A?#ﬁﬁd//”de MetediTn) POule, [-F- /774
inmas/*//ap@& :—7’"/4175@/7 Hp. O-24- /?‘/-0
VOCATIONAL HISTORY (List all vocatlons, occupations, trades, or professions
engaged in for two or more years) O u fabtm Fhtouan /4/J27Aoa7

Se e Vedrs Wit A~ PaZe3 0’ Tben Yo lsrze7e

17573
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE: Thaz 7/£;~ eat+e S

Conversion /© __Ba AiQZ 21757 ¢ 4J1C.
- (Date) (Age) p tism (D te) (Church) (Locatlon of Church) >f ‘j =

List any church, other than Baptist, with which formerly affiliated
Ordained as: Minister (#) Deacon ( ) Other

(Date ordained) (Church) (Place) (State)

LOCAL CHURCH ACTIVITY, UNSALARIED (Place the number of years service, in
the space provided, for each office ever held. )
Gen. Supt., Dept. Supt., Teacher, List below other Other Offices
Director, Director, Counselor, offices or service, (give ber of .
President Circle Chm. Sponsor, such as: Sec., give number of years service)
Lead . ., etc.
- Aumie. Bugh., e Deacon __ Ch. Treas.
Trustee . Ch. Library _
.\/ Usher —__  Ch. Recreation____
o)
S.S. ® Ch.Cleck ___ Choir Mem.
4 Other — Choir Direc.
T.U. Ch. Committee Chm
X List completed Study Course diplomas
V.B.S. /? o (Indicate related organizations, such
as: S.S,, T.U,, etc.)
Broth. 2 S99 2T &l
W.M.U.

DENOMINATIONAL SERVICE, UNSALARIED. (Please list positions held in Baptist
associations, conventions (state or Southern), national and world-wide organizations,

such as; moderator, president, clerk, trustee, board, commission or committee members;
etc.)

Example: S.S. Superintendent Bethel Association Kentucky  1942-1944

(Position) . (Organization, board, agency, etc.) - (Stage) (Date)

Jben [Roak Bizarlsrfﬁﬁp C o ndl-C.. /G 8% - S5
ﬁadp/”dr/—/* "'7c7/2/4/’5,)’n ﬂ/(, /754’59

b T 7 L

z-iz“&wgmw,ZWMéf( v : ’
CALCuatie ee mwug:-g'{/eg gam« -7 7. }ffj,, ’ Errlh . <?

i



14. TO BE FILLED OUT ONLY BY THOSE WHO ARE, OR HAVE BEEN, IN SAL-
ARIED CHURCH-RELATED VOCATIONS. (Including pastors, denominational work-
ers, missionaries, ministers of education and music, church secretaries, faculty members
or employees of Baptist institutions, agencies, etc.)

TYPE AND LENGTH OF SERVICE: List all positions of such service with one or
more years of duration; check F (full-time) or P (part-time). Examples:

(Position) (Church, agency, area, institution, place of service) (Date of service)
F[] P 1. pastor County Line Baptist Church, Turkey Creek, La. 1925-1929
F P [] 2. missionary Ogbomosho, Nigeria, W. Africa 1930-1952
FO PR_p . Yor ~ SdedtH WM/@
FO PO Choat 6l . Lo itic 12
F 1. P ng%@fz
FIO P[] /. Z
FO PO_X) ‘
FO P[]

15. OTHER TYPES OF RELIGIOUS SERVICE: (In associations, assemblies, colleges, con-
ventions (state or Southern), national or world-wide meetings, such as: speaker, music
director, committee chalrman etc.)

(Position) (Place of Service) (Date of Service)

16. AUTHORSHIP (Include books, booklets, lesson courses or curriculum material, and
tracts) (Book, item, etc.) » (Publisher) (Date published)

17. CLUB OR GROUP MEMBERSHIP: (Service organizylons fraternal, P.T.A., Civic, etc.)
List important positions of leadership held d é /{ & o /'7 / _ i

18. HOBBIES AND LEISURE INTERESTS:

Favorite Z[}Q;Oé o {C Others /

19. PUBLIC SERVICE: (Military, educational, political, etc. not previously listed)

The information for jtems #1-19 has n filled in b (el o Ysg
Mailing address 438/ /24 )2 /1/ T ’zu ‘e s . 29 g 52

Sources used in compiling the 1nformat10n are: (Example personal knowledge; minutes, Cal-
Vary aptist ChUI;(,:?, Wisner, La.; Court Records, Copiah County, Miss.; etc.)

Ih ppu el Crtonlli /(%JL




20. DESCRIPTIVE CHARACTERIZATION (Please read special instruction sheet care-
fully and sample biographies before proceeding.)

//.0/ v
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