











ADORP News by Kevin Uhe

The late season ADORP surveys are now underway and despite the dry end to the
season, the target species are still producing flowers though not in big quantities
and flowering earlier than normal. This can be challenging when planning trips to
undertake surveys.

Some very comprehensive survey reports have been received to date and in most
cases are showing a downward trend in flowering numbers this year which is to be
expected given the dry start to the season and drier than normal July and Spring.
This has been particularly noticeable in the northern areas where many populations
are in very small numbers or have not flowered at all this year.

Recently Caladenia nivalis (Exotic Spider) was added to the priority list and thanks
to David Cumming (with some help from the recent field trip to the Capes area) we
now have a good baseline survey to build on in the future. This work was
particularly important to determine the current ranges and check historical
locations.

With the completion of the July to September quarter timesheets, a total of 2,565
hours was recorded and this is a record for any quarter to date. For the same period
last year, a total of 1,967 hours was recorded and this shows the whole hearted
effort that ADORP members contribute to the project.

Special mention to Rob van Oosten who has achieved a cumulative total of over
500 hours since joining the ADORP project which is a great achievement since he
only joined the project in 2017.

Finally, many thanks to all those ADORP volunteers who have given up their time
during 2019 to undertake surveys and provide very useful information to assist in
the status of many Priority and Threatened orchids.

New Helmet Species Formally Named

In the September issue of The Orchadian — The Official Journal of the Australasian
Native Orchid Society, the new Helmet species first discovered by David Edmonds
in May 2018, was given its formal name.

The new species was named Corybas autumnalis in recognition of its autumn
flowering period, April to early June. This species habitats seasonally wet flats
and at present is known from a population of only 33 mature plants. As a result,
it is currently listed as a Priority Two for conservation. Current threats include its
small population number, feral pigs, prescribed burns and lack of natural
pollination seen to date.

These flowers have been recognized as uniquely different from other Corybas due
to the small leaf that can be hidden by the flower, the colouring and the differing
morphology of the flower along with the earlier flowering period.

Hopefully further populations of this rare species will be discovered over the
coming years.

Image right by Rachel Halls — Caladenia speciosa x C. huegelii






Orchid Taxonomy by Kevin Uhe

New namings:

In the latest edition of the Australian Orchid Review, David Jones has formally
named two Western Australian Helmet orchids. These have been placed into the
genus Corysanthes, a genus not recognized by the WA Herbarium. A further paper
will need to be published in the future to recognize them as a combination under
Corybas.

Corysanthes intuta (Corybas sp. Busselton) is named after the Latin intutus,
meaning ‘unguarded, defenceless.” This is in relation to the possible future
extinction of this species due to urbanization of its habitat. Corysanthes intuta is a
very rare taxon and is related to Corybas despectens but has a smaller flower,
shorter dorsal sepal and a very short labellum tube. Given its rare status it would
be expected that this taxon will be added to the priority list in the near future.

Corysanthes heberlei is named after the late Ron Heberlei who first found this
species. Currently this species does not have a phrase name and is not featured in
any WA orchid publications. It was found in the Albany area in 1986 and little is
currently known about its distribution as it may have been overlooked in other
areas. It has affinities to both Corybas despectans and Corybas limpidus with the
main feature being the dorsal sepal which is intermediate in size between the
species and the sharply pointed teeth on the labellum margins.

Committee 2020

As the flowering season comes to an end, planning has commenced for ongoing
WANOSCG operations for the coming year. There are a number of committee and
subsidiary positions that are being vacated at the end of this year including the
Presidency, Vice-President, Field Trip Coordinator and Metro Field Trip Coordinator
as well as Conservation Officer. We’ve been very fortunate to have these positions
filled by capable and dedicated members for the last few years which has ensured
the ongoing success of the organization. If you have any interest in helping fill these
vacancies next year then please see current committee members and have a chat
about what the commitment entails or send an email to wanoscg@gmail.com for

further information.

2019 WANOSCG Photography Competition

As a reminder for the next General Meeting. Members are invited to submit a pair
of photos for the November photo competition which show:
1. Anorchidin its natural habitat showing both the orchid and its surrounding
habitat (trees, shrubs, rocks, swamp, logs etc).
2. Acloser shot of the exact same orchid.

The rules:
e The photos must have been taken between November 2018 and October
2019

e Printing size - up to 10” x 8” or A4, unmounted and not framed.
e Please include your name and the date the photo was taken to be written
on the back of each photograph.

Image right by Rachel Halls — Caladenia longicauda subsp. extrema x C. brownii



































