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Chapter 1 

Inauguration and proceedings 

1. The thirty-second session of the Governing Council of IFAD was held in Rome on 
18-19 February 2009. The list of delegations is attached as annex I. 

2. The Council held a total of four meetings, the summary records of which are 
contained in chapter 3, part A. 

A. Opening of the session 

3. The session was opened by Mr Jörg Frieden, Governor of IFAD for the Swiss 
Confederation and Vice-Chairperson of the Council, on behalf of the Chairperson. 

B. Agenda and documentation 

4. The Governing Council adopted the agenda, shown together with the programme of 
events for the session in annex II. The documents placed before the Council are 
listed in annex III. The resolutions adopted by the Governing Council appear in 
annex IV. 

C. Inaugural meeting of the session 

5. His Excellency Paulo Bernardo Silva, Minister for Planning, Budget and Management 
of the Federative Republic of Brazil, delivered an inaugural address, the full text of 
which is reproduced in chapter 4. 

6. His Excellency Nicola Cosentino, Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and 
Finance of the Italian Republic, delivered a keynote speech on behalf of the Italian 
Government. This statement is reproduced in full in chapter 4.  

7. A message from Mr Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, was 
delivered on his behalf by the Chairperson of the Governing Council. The full text of 
this message is reproduced in chapter 4. 

8. Mr James G. Butler, Deputy Director-General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, delivered a message from the Organization’s 
Director-General, Dr Jacques Diouf. Ms Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the 
World Food Programme, also delivered a statement. The full texts of the statements 
as submitted are reproduced in chapter 4. 

D. Statement by the President of IFAD 

9. The full text of President Båge’s statement to the Governing Council appears in 
chapter 4. 

E. General statements 

10. The general statements delivered by Governors in the plenary session are 
summarized in the summary records contained in chapter 3, part A; summaries of 
the three round-table discussions are given in chapter 3, part B; and general 
statements submitted in writing by Member State representatives who did not 
make oral presentations are reproduced in full in chapter 3, part C. 

F. Closure of the session 

11. The Chairperson, the Honourable Dr Sayyadi Abba Ruma, Governor of IFAD for the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, summarized the results of the Council’s main 
deliberations and then closed the thirty-second session of the Governing Council. 
The text of his statement is reproduced in full in chapter 4. 
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Mr Lennart Båge, President of IFAD and 
Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze, President-elect of IFAD 

Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze, President-elect of IFAD 
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Chapter 2  

Decisions of the Governing Council 

A. Application for non-original membership 

12. The Governing Council considered document GC 32/L.2 and, on 18 February 2009, 
adopted resolution 151/XXXII approving the membership of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. 

13. The Council noted that the Marshall Islands would be admitted as a non-original 
Member in the Fund’s List C (sub-List C2), as agreed upon with the Members of that 
List. 

B. Appointment of the President of IFAD 

14. The Governing Council considered document GC 32/L.3 and its addendum 
concerning the appointment of the President of IFAD. In accordance with rule 41.1 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council, balloting for the appointment of 
the President of IFAD was held in a private session during the Council’s first 
meeting. 

15. At its second meeting, the Governing Council appointed, by acclamation, 
Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze, of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, as President of IFAD for a 
term of office of four years, with effect from 1 April 2009. The Council adopted 
resolution 153/XXXII thereon on 18 February 2009. 

C. Report on the Seventh Replenishment of IFAD’s resources 

16. The Governing Council reviewed the progress report on the Seventh Replenishment 
of IFAD’s resources contained in document GC 32/L.4. It noted that total pledges to 
the Seventh Replenishment amounted to US$646 million, or 90 per cent of the 
target amount of US$720 million. It further noted that the aggregate amount of the 
instruments of contribution deposited represented 92 per cent of total pledges, 
while payments received now totalled US$478 million, or 74 per cent of the amount 
pledged. 

D. Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s resources 

17. The Governing Council considered document GC 32/L.5 and adopted, on 
19 February 2009, resolution 154/XXXII approving the Report of the Consultation 
on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources (2010-2012) authorizing the 
replenishment of the Fund. 

E. Audited financial statements for 2007 

18. The Governing Council considered and approved the financial statements showing 
the financial position of IFAD as at 31 December 2007 and the results of its 
operations for the year ended on that date, as contained in appendices A to J, 
inclusive, of document GC 32/L.6 and the report of the external auditor thereon. 

F. Administrative and capital budgets of IFAD and its Office of 
Evaluation for 2009 

19. After considering the proposed administrative and capital budgets of IFAD and its 
Office of Evaluation for 2009, as presented in document GC 32/L.7, the Governing 
Council adopted resolution 155/XXXII, relating thereto on 19 February 2009. 
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G. Proposal for a voluntary separation programme 

20. The Governing Council considered document GC 32/L.8 and its addendum on a 
proposal for a voluntary separation programme for IFAD 2009-2010 and adopted, 
on 19 February 2009, resolution 156/XXXII approving a special expenditure in the 
amount of US$5.5 million to finance the programme during financial years 2009 
and 2010. 

H. Election of members and alternate members of the Executive 
Board 

21. In accordance with rule 40.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council, 
and after considering document GC 32/L.9 and its addendum, the Governing 
Council elected, on 19 February 2009, new members and alternate members to the 
Executive Board for terms of office of three years. 

22. Within List A countries, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom and the United States were elected as members; and the following as 
their respective alternate members: Ireland, Belgium, Switzerland – as alternate to 
Germany for the first two years of the term – to be replaced by Luxembourg for 
2011, Austria, Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands and Spain. In addition, it was 
decided that the Netherlands be appointed as the member and the United Kingdom 
as the alternate member for the last year of the term of office, i.e. for 2011. 

23. Within List B countries: Kuwait, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela were elected as members; and the following as their respective alternate 
members: United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Indonesia and Algeria. 

24. Within sub-List C1 countries, the following countries were elected as members: 
Burkina Faso and Cameroon; and the following as their respective alternate 
members: Angola and Egypt. 

25. Within sub-List C2 countries, China and India were elected as members; and the 
following as their respective alternate members: Turkey for 2009, as alternate to 
China, to be replaced by Pakistan for 2010 and Bangladesh for 2011; and the 
Republic of Korea as alternate to India for 2009, to be replaced by Afghanistan for 
2010 and Cyprus for 2011. 

26. Within sub-List C3 countries, Brazil and Mexico were elected as members; and the 
following as their respective alternate members: Argentina and Guatemala. 

27. The Governing Council further noted that, where changes in composition had been 
agreed to, these changes would be effective as of the last day of February of each 
of the years in question, and that no further Governing Council endorsement would 
therefore be required. 
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Executive Board composition for the three-year term 
2009-2011 

Member  Alternate Member 
 
LIST A    

Canada Ireland 
France  Belgium 
Germany Switzerland (2009-2010) 
  Luxembourg (2011) 
Italy  Austria 
Japan  Denmark 
Sweden Norway 
United Kingdom  Netherlands (2009-2010) 
United States Spain 
 
(The Netherlands and the United Kingdom will alternate seats for the year 2011.) 
 
LIST B 

Kuwait  United Arab Emirates 
Nigeria  Qatar 
Saudi Arabia Indonesia 
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) Algeria 
 
LIST C 

SUB-LIST C1 
Africa 
 
Burkina Faso Angola 
Cameroon Egypt 
 
SUB-LIST C2 
Europe, Asia and the Pacific 
 
China  Turkey (2009)* 
  Pakistan (2010)* 
  Bangladesh (2011)* 
India  Republic of Korea (2009) 
  Afghanistan (2010) 
  Cyprus (2011) 
 
SUB-LIST C3 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
Brazil Argentina 
Mexico Guatemala 
 
* Pursuant to bilateral agreements between Pakistan and Turkey, and Pakistan and 

Bangladesh, whereby Pakistan has resigned in favour of Turkey for 2009, and 
Bangladesh for 2011, in order to foster consensus in sub-List C2. 
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I. Report of the Emoluments Committee 

28. The Governing Council was informed that, subsequent to the re-establishment of a 
committee to review the emoluments of the President of IFAD, at its thirty-first 
session, the committee’s final composition was composed of the following 
members: Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and the United States from List A; 
Indonesia and the Islamic Republic of Iran from List B; and Cameroon, Mexico and 
Pakistan from List C. The committee had elected Mr Diego Simancas Gutiérrez of 
Mexico as its chairperson. 

29. The Council took note of the Report of the Emoluments Committee on the terms 
and conditions of employment of the President of IFAD as contained in document 
GC 32/L.10, and adopted resolution 152/XXXII on 18 February 2009. 

J. Special expenditure for IFAD’s new headquarters 

30. The Governing Council considered and took note of document GC 32/L.11, which, in 
accordance with resolution 149/XXXI, represented the final report on the use of the 
special expenditure for IFAD’s new headquarters. 

K. Progress report on the Global Mechanism of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

31. The Governing Council took note of the report, contained in document GC 32/L.13, 
on the Global Mechanism’s operational activities in 2008, specifically the external 
evaluation of the Global Mechanism’s partnership with IFAD. 

L. Progress report on implementation of the performance-based 
allocation system 

32. The Governing Council considered document GC 32/L.12/Rev.1, which provided a 
report on the implementation of the performance-based allocation system at IFAD, 
the 2008 country scores and 2009 annual allocations. The report also contained a 
comparative table on the approaches adopted by seven major international 
institutions, including IFAD, in the application of performance-based allocation 
systems. 

M. Other Business 

33. No matters were raised under this item. 
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Chapter 3 

A. Summary records 
(including a summary of general statements delivered by Governors) 

(i) Summary record of the first meeting of the thirty-second session held on 
Wednesday, 18 February 2009 at 9.30 a.m. 

 

Chairperson:  Jörg Frieden (Switzerland) 

later: Sayyadi Abba Ruma (Nigeria) 

 
 Paragraphs 

Opening of the session (agenda item 1) 35 

Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 2) 36 

Application for non-original membership (agenda item 3) 37-39 

Inaugural ceremony 40-57 

Keynote address by the Minister for Planning, Budget and 
Management of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

42 

Keynote address by the Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of 
Economy and Finance of the Italian Republic 

48-49 

Message of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 50 

Statement of the President of IFAD (agenda item 4) 51-52 

Message of the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, delivered on his behalf by 
the Deputy Director-General 

53-54 

Message of the Executive Director of the World Food 
Programme 

55-56 

General statements (agenda item 6) 58-67 

– China 58-59 

– France 60-61 

– Jordan 62-63 

– Gabon 64-65 

– Belgium 66-67 

Report of the Emoluments Committee (agenda item 13) 68-71 

Appointment of the President of IFAD (agenda item 5) 72 
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34. The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION (agenda item 1) 

35. The CHAIRPERSON declared open the thirty-second session. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (agenda item 2) (GC 32/L.1) 

36. The agenda (GC 32/L.1) was adopted. 

APPLICATION FOR NON-ORIGINAL MEMBERSHIP (agenda item 3) 
(GC 31/L.2) 

37. The CHAIRPERSON invited the Governing Council to adopt the draft resolution 
contained in document GC 32/L.2, approving the non-original membership of the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands. 

38. Resolution 151/XXXII was adopted. 

39. The CHAIRPERSON asked the Governing Council to note that the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, whose membership took immediate effect, would be admitted as a 
non-original member in the Fund’s List C Member States, as agreed with the 
members of that List. 

INAUGURAL CEREMONY 

40. His Excellency Paulo Bernardo Silva, Minister for Planning, Budget and 
Management of the Federative Republic of Brazil, and His Excellency 
Nicola Cosentino, Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and 
Finance of the Italian Republic, were conducted to their seats. 

41. The CHAIRPERSON welcomed the Minister for Planning, Budget and Management 
of the Federative Republic of Brazil. His presence confirmed the importance which 
Brazil, one of IFAD’s founder Member States, accorded to helping the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people. IFAD had enjoyed a fruitful partnership with 
Brazil, sharing the same hopes for a world free of hunger and poverty. Brazil’s 
commitment to the cause of enabling rural dwellers to improve their lives was 
indeed laudable. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER FOR PLANNING, BUDGET AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THE FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL 

42. Mr SILVA (Minister for Planning, Budget and Management of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil) delivered a keynote address, the full text of which is reproduced 
in chapter 4. 

43. Mr Ruma (Nigeria) took the Chair. 

44. The CHAIRPERSON thanked the Minister for his address and for recalling the 
importance of working as one towards the shared goal of improving the lives of the 
world’s poorest. He said that it was an honour for him to preside over the 
Governing Council and, while expressing his pride in the trust afforded him, he 
believed it to be appropriate that the Vice-Chairperson from Switzerland would 
chair proceedings when the Council considered the appointment of the President 
and the Vice-Chairperson from Ecuador would assist him in chairing the 
proceedings concerning other agenda items put before the Council. 

45. Nigeria’s increasing commitment to IFAD’s cause of helping the rural poor to 
overcome their poverty had been confirmed by the increase in the national budget 
for agriculture, the creation of a special development fund for agricultural 
development, and Nigeria’s pledge under the Eighth Replenishment to increase its 
contribution by 200 per cent. It was to be hoped that all pledges would be paid in 
good time, in order to ensure the effectiveness of the collective effort to eradicate 
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global poverty. The outgoing President of IFAD and his team were to be 
commended for their contribution to that effort. 

46. The thirty-second session of the Governing Council was indeed a special event, not 
least because it would appoint a new President. The transparent process which had 
led up to the Council’s consideration of that matter was commendable and had been 
enriched by the involvement of IFAD membership in meeting the candidates for the 
Presidency of the Fund. While the Governing Council must respect Mr Båge’s legacy, 
it must continue to work to strengthen IFAD by promoting: a robust and more 
strategic engagement between the Executive Board and the management; an 
improved mechanism for policy dialogue; a strong country presence and country 
ownership of programmes; prompt and effective project implementation; and a 
constant focus on the needs of the rural poor. Attention must also be given to 
engagement with middle-income countries, the performance-based allocation 
system (PBAS), and indigenous and land-reform issues. 

47. Genetically modified foods and nuclear foods constituted an issue of particular 
importance to developing countries, especially in Africa, because of the continuing 
uncertainties as to the health hazards for people, animals and plants. The three 
Rome-based organizations should provide guidance on those matters to enable 
people to make informed choices. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, MINISTRY 
OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC 

48. Mr COSENTINO (Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and Finance of the 
Italian Republic) delivered a keynote address, the full text of which is reproduced in 
chapter 4. 

49. The CHAIRPERSON thanked Mr Cosentino for his strong statement on behalf of 
the Italian Government, which had always been supportive not only of IFAD over 
the past 30 years but also of the whole United Nations family. 

MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

50. The CHAIRPERSON read out the Secretary-General’s message, the full text of 
which is reproduced in chapter 4. 

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF IFAD (agenda item 4) 

51. Mr BÅGE (President of IFAD) made a statement, the full text of which is 
reproduced in chapter 4. 

52. The CHAIRPERSON thanked the President of IFAD for his excellent account of the 
Fund’s activities, which had highlighted its key role in agricultural development. 
Under its President’s exemplary leadership IFAD had been profoundly reformed and 
had expanded its country presence and programme of work. In recognition of the 
Fund’s effectiveness the Member States had agreed on a target for the Eighth 
Replenishment which made it the largest replenishment ever. He expressed the 
Governing Council’s sincerest gratitude to the President of IFAD for the legacy 
which he had bequeathed and offered him its best wishes for success in the future. 

MESSAGE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 
DELIVERED ON HIS BEHALF BY THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

53. Mr BUTLER (Deputy Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations) delivered a message from the Director-General, the full text of 
the speech is reproduced in chapter 4 as submitted.  

54. The CHAIRPERSON thanked Mr Butler for his statement. It was to be hoped that 
the long-standing relationship between the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) and IFAD would grow even stronger in the years ahead. 
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MESSAGE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WORLD FOOD 
PROGRAMME 

55. Ms SHEERAN (Executive Director of the World Food Programme) made a 
statement, the full text of the speech is reproduced in chapter 4 as submitted. 

56. The CHAIRPERSON thanked Ms Sheeran for her statement, which would help to 
strengthen even further the relationship between the World Food Programme (WFP) 
and IFAD. 

57. His Excellency Paulo Bernardo Silva, Minister for Planning, Budget and 
Management of the Federative Republic of Brazil and His Excellency 
Nicola Cosentino, Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and 
Finance of the Italian Republic took their places as Governors of IFAD for 
their respective countries. Ms Sheeran, Executive Director of the World 
Food Programme, and Mr Butler, Deputy Director-General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, were conducted from the 
meeting room. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS (agenda item 6) 

58. Mr ZHENG (China) congratulated Mr Båge on the strong leadership and firm 
commitment which he had shown over the past eight years. It was hard to foresee 
what further damage the turmoil in the world economy would cause, but there was 
no doubt that the poorest people would suffer most. China wished to work with the 
international community to mitigate the impact of the crisis by increasing its 
contribution to poverty reduction. It was to contribute US$30 million to FAO to 
establish a trust fund for agricultural development and had pledged US$22 million 
to IFAD’s Eighth Replenishment, while at home the Government had unveiled a 
series of measures to deliver stable and relatively fast growth which would help 
inter alia to increase farmers’ incomes. 

59. The 67 per cent increase in the Eighth Replenishment was a remarkable 
achievement, but IFAD still needed to use its resources more effectively, in 
particular by directing them to the priority areas and maintaining focus on 
increasing smallholder productivity, output and incomes. In the current economic 
context and to avoid a humanitarian crisis, IFAD must intervene more boldly than 
ever before in the poorest countries and regions. There were four chief needs: to 
popularize farm technology and resource-management models and create off-farm 
job opportunities; to reinforce country ownership, building IFAD staff capacity for 
that purpose and ensuring that IFAD projects and programmes were driven by 
recipient countries; to strengthen partnerships by working more closely with 
developing countries and other international agencies; and to reinforce the reform 
of IFAD, especially institutional and human resources reform. IFAD needed 
innovation, flexibility and a skilled and more diversified workforce. The challenges 
were real and serious, but a united and determined effort would bring success. 

60. Mr CŒURÉ (France) commended Mr Båge for the qualities of management, vision 
and dedication which he had displayed and in particular for the profound reform of 
IFAD which he had brought about. The new President would have to carry through 
the transformations envisaged in the Action Plan, which were indispensable in two 
areas in particular: the accurate and comprehensive measurement of results as a 
guide to effective action; and human resources management to encourage the 
innovation and effective risk-taking which must be the Fund’s watchwords. It was 
also very important for IFAD to adapt itself constantly to the needs of its clients. 

61. The Eighth Replenishment had been Mr Båge’s greatest success. France was proud 
to have contributed 35 million euros, representing one of the largest donor 
increases. But the Fund would still have to be innovative and selective in its use of 
what were limited resources, including by implementing a graduation policy. A 
differentiated approach was a key to success, especially where fragile States and 
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middle-income countries were concerned, as was a strengthened country presence. 
Innovation would also boost IFAD’s involvement in the private sector and in public-
private partnerships the unprecedented economic crisis and consequent sharp 
increases in food prices were bringing out the importance and potential profitability 
of the agricultural sector. With that in mind, the Agence Française de 
Développement, in conjunction with other organizations, was about to launch a 
fund for investment in African agriculture in partnership with IFAD. Since IFAD must 
act as one of the lead institutions in organizing the response to the food crisis, it 
was gratifying to see it housing the Rome hub of the Secretariat of the Secretary-
General’s High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis. The 
harmonization of practices, coordination of actions and dissemination of good 
practices, together with synergies among the three Rome-based organizations, 
remained important tools for reinforcing the impact of development aid. IFAD must 
capitalize on its comparative advantages to play a catalytic role in that regard. The 
Fund’s chief comparative advantage lay in the fact that it targeted the most difficult 
areas, acting as a laboratory for other institutions. 

62. Ms AL-ALI (Jordan) expressed gratitude and appreciation for all of IFAD’s efforts to 
implement development policies, including in his country, during the term of the 
current President. The present meeting was particularly significant, not least in view 
of the discussions to take place on issues of concern to all Member States, namely 
food price volatility, the growing demand for land and the impact of climate change 
on farmers. It also coincided with a global financial crisis that was expected to 
worsen still further, with adverse repercussions for developed and developing 
countries alike. Potentially even more serious was the raging food crisis affecting 
most people worldwide. Food security was therefore foremost among the priorities 
to be addressed. In that context, however, upward price fluctuations in particular 
were liable to dampen poverty reduction efforts. 

63. In order to overcome such challenges, concerted efforts to provide assistance were 
now more vital than ever before with a view to increasing the productivity of 
smallholders and improving their access to financial resources. He consequently 
looked forward to continuing financial and technical support from IFAD for the 
implementation of development programmes and projects under its next President. 
IFAD’s stated goal would be unattainable, however, without true partnership 
between the public and private sectors and all of those active in the Fund. Essential 
action to that end included the adoption of a systematic and innovative approach to 
changing situations, cooperation with farmers and communities, a focus on women 
and the channelling of strategic investments into agriculture. In conclusion, he 
called on IFAD to support the efforts of all developing countries, including Jordan, to 
develop their agricultural sectors and thus improve living standards for all. 

64. Mr BIYOGHÉ MBA (Gabon) paid tribute to Mr Båge, who had indeed met the 
needs of the Member States, certainly those of Gabon, during his term of office, 
and had helped secure a record level for the Eighth Replenishment. The reduction 
of rural poverty must remain the focus of IFAD’s work. The 10 per cent increase in 
the loan and grants programme sustained over recent years was commendable, 
and the level of resources allocated to Africa should be maintained at 50 per cent. 
Gabon reiterated the need for caution in the application of the PBAS and called for 
its steady improvement. It remained concerned about the management of human 
resources and would like to see a better regional balance in recruitment. 

65. As a net importer of foodstuffs Gabon was experiencing many problems as a result 
of the current food and financial crisis, which had greatly increased its vulnerability 
to external effects. The Government had adopted a new agricultural policy and 
investment plan and introduced measures for the short and medium terms in order 
to ensure food security and boost agriculture’s contribution to gross domestic 
product (GDP). Most of the new agricultural measures were aimed at smallholders 
and small and medium-sized farms. Gabon had great potential, with 14 million 
hectares of fertile land, including five million hectares available for immediate use, 
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as well as ample water and a favourable climate. It knew that it could count on the 
support of its main partners, notably IFAD, in implementing its emergency plans. 
Cooperation with IFAD had resumed since 2002; a six-year project was ongoing and 
a New Rice for Africa project was in the pipeline. The Government was currently 
clearing its arrears of contributions to IFAD, and from 2009 would be setting aside a 
fixed amount for three years to prevent arrears from accumulating. 

66. Mr DE BOCK (Belgium) congratulated Mr Båge on his achievements during his 
term of office, notably the initiation and carrying through of successful reforms. The 
appreciation of the Member States from all Lists was manifest in the Eighth 
Replenishment, for which Belgium had announced an 80 per cent increase in its 
contribution – a 114 per cent increase in its contribution to the core resources while 
the contribution to the Belgian Survival Fund would be maintained at its present 
level at least. Those allocations totalled over US$56 million and placed Belgium 
among the 10 chief partners of IFAD. The share of agriculture in Belgium’s total 
development assistance should reach 10 per cent in 2010 and 15 per cent in 2015. 
The structural challenges posed by the current crisis demanded a structural 
response: agriculture was the key, and must receive massive investment from all 
directions. With its expertise in rural development IFAD had a lead role to play; it 
could not rest on its laurels and must adapt to new challenges. 

67. Turning to the Report of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s 
Resources (GC 32/L.5 and Add.1), he said that the main needs were for IFAD to 
strengthen its country presence, to give priority not only to the rural poor but also 
to the poorest countries, as well as finding innovative financial formulas for middle-
income countries, to consolidate the dialogue established with civil society 
organizations, and to expand its dissemination of innovative methods and good 
practices by reinforcing its links with research bodies and the private sector. Where 
human resources policy was concerned, Belgium supported the voluntary 
separation programme and maintained that transparency in recruitment and the 
quality of IFAD’s personnel were essential to the improvement of its overall 
efficiency. The transparent selection process for the appointment of the new 
President could well set an example in the United Nations system. Given the 
increase in financial resources, priority should be accorded to the management of 
field operations. 

REPORT OF THE EMOLUMENTS COMMITTEE (agenda item 13) 
(GC 32/L.10) 

68. The CHAIRPERSON invited the Governing Council to adopt the draft resolution 
contained in document GC 32/L.10, setting out the recommendations of the 
Emoluments Committee. 

69. Resolution 152/XXXII was adopted. 

70. The CHAIRPERSON said that the proceedings concerning the appointment of the 
President of IFAD would be chaired by the Vice-Chairperson. 

71. Mr Frieden (Switzerland), Vice-Chairperson, took the Chair. 

APPOINTMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF IFAD (agenda item 5) 
(GC 32/L.3 and Add.1; GC 32/INF.2 and INF.3 and Add.1) 

72. The CHAIRPERSON invited the Council to take up agenda item 5, Appointment of 
the President of IFAD. In accordance with Rule 41.1 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Governing Council, the appointment of the President was to be considered in 
private session. 

73. The meeting went into private session at 12.35 p.m. 

74. The private meeting rose at 2 p.m. 



GC 32 
 

 
14

(ii) Summary record of the second meeting of the thirty-second session held on 
Wednesday, 18 February 2009, at 3 p.m. 

 
Chairperson: Jörg Frieden  (Switzerland) 

  
 Paragraphs 

General statements (agenda item 6, continued) 76-87 

– Thailand 76-77 

– Guatemala (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and 
Caribbean countries [GRULAC]) 

 
78-80 

– Tunisia 81-82 

– Nepal 83-85 

– United Republic of Tanzania 86-87 

Appointment of the President of IFAD (agenda item 5, continued) 88-91 

General statements (agenda item 6, continued) 92-116 

– Zambia 92-94 

– Niger 95-96 

– Namibia 97-99 

– South Africa 100-101 

– Maldives 102-103 

– Denmark (on behalf of the Nordic countries) 104-106 

– Angola 107-108 

– Indonesia 109-111 

– Congo 112-113 

– Guinea 114-115 

Appointment of the President of IFAD (agenda item 5, continued) 117-126 

General statements (agenda item 6, continued) 128-156 

– Malawi 128-130 

– Sudan 131-133 

– Argentina 134-136 

– Bangladesh 137-139 

– Mexico 140-142 

– Mauritania 143-144 

– Morocco 145-147 

– Burundi 148-149 

– Austria 150-152 

– Israel 153-155 

 



GC 32 
 

 
15

75. The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS (agenda item 6, continued) 

76. Mr SRIBOONSUE (Thailand) expressed thanks to Mr Båge for his contribution to 
IFAD’s commendable achievements. As could be seen from the report of the 
Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources (GC 32/L.5 and 
Add.1), still more needed to be done. The response to the Eighth Replenishment 
was encouraging, many countries having increased their pledges despite the global 
crisis; the cooperation between Thailand and IFAD had grown stronger in recent 
years and Thailand was now seeking Cabinet approval for a doubling of its 
contribution. 

77. The future path of the United Nations development agencies would not be smooth: 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) risked becoming unattainable despite 
recent commitments by heads of state. Poverty and hunger could have many 
different causes. Thailand’s response to the challenges was to enhance small 
farmers’ food self-sufficiency under its “sufficiency economy” philosophy by 
diversifying agricultural production and ensuring fair trade for their surpluses in the 
local markets; but fair trade in the international markets required the cooperation 
of the entire international community. Capacity-building for food production in 
developing countries was essential. Credit was due to IFAD for its past performance 
but it could do still better by taking a more innovative approach and by reviewing 
some of its operational procedures. The Governing Council itself might reflect on 
the value of general statements and round tables for IFAD’s programming: the 
focus should be on sharing of the knowledge gained from successful projects. The 
new President of IFAD, about to be elected, would have Thailand’s full support in his 
endeavours to help the world’s most vulnerable people. 

78. Mr BONIFAZ RODRÍGUEZ (Guatemala), speaking on behalf of the Group of Latin 
American and Caribbean Countries (GRULAC), congratulated the President of IFAD 
on the success of the Eighth Replenishment negotiations: with a US$3.0 billion 
programme of work for 2010-2012, the Fund would be better able to help 
governments promote sustainable rural development. 

79. The GRULAC member countries shared a common reality of rural and peri-urban 
poverty fuelled by a rural exodus that was eroding the productivity of the 
agricultural labour force; IFAD should give particular attention to peri-urban as well 
as farming areas. Although the members of GRULAC were regarded as 
middle-income countries, they had pockets of extreme poverty, a circumstance that 
called for a more flexible application of the PBAS. IFAD’s body of experience and 
skills in transmitting knowledge to governments, combining with the private sector 
to help small farmers, providing training in supervision and monitoring, and 
supporting community participation sometimes risked becoming lost as a result of 
insufficient advocacy to persuade governments of IFAD’s comparative advantages. 
In order to strengthen its partnership with the members of GRULAC, the Fund 
should boost its country and regional presence. With its experience, Latin America 
and the Caribbean was well placed to collaborate with IFAD on the exchange of 
information with other regions of the developing world, providing a platform for 
South-South cooperation. 

80. The rural poor were suffering most from the food and financial crisis. IFAD must 
pool its efforts with governments to coordinate new cooperation strategies to 
combat the crisis. Frequent natural disasters undermined GRULAC members’ rural 
development programmes. In times of disaster, IFAD must help governments to 
restore the means of production and subsistence of rural-based dwellers. By 
implementing its Action Plan, IFAD had taken the lead among the Rome agencies in 
terms of reform and was now in a prime position to exercise leadership in 
generating synergies. In particular, IFAD should take advantage of its human 
resources reform and GRULAC hoped that that would also entail an increase in IFAD 
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staff from the region. GRULAC was grateful to Mr Båge and his team for their 
achievements; it hoped that the new President of IFAD would continue to advance 
the reform process and take the fullest possible account of the interest of regions 
which, like Latin America and the Caribbean, warranted assistance in their efforts to 
help their rural poor.  

81. Mr MANSOUR (Tunisia) expressed his appreciation to Mr Båge for his competent 
efforts to fulfil his mandate during his term of office, which had produced a 
qualitative shift in the Fund's approach and methodology, thereby promoting 
agricultural development in a number of regions. The present meeting assumed a 
particular significance in view of the difficult and extremely volatile economic 
circumstances now prevailing worldwide, which had adversely affected international 
trade and in turn the developing countries that were exporters of primary materials. 
Another disturbing problem was the effect of climate change on agricultural 
production and the supply of basic foodstuffs. Such challenges were not short-lived 
and greater international efforts were therefore needed to stave off the 
consequences for development and to improve global food security. 

82. In that context, he emphasized the importance of implementing the commendable 
undertakings and recommendations made at various high-level conferences. Rural 
populations were highly vulnerable, particularly in Africa, and consequently merited 
special attention from IFAD. He was therefore pleased by the positive results of 
activities carried out in the context of the Seventh Replenishment of IFAD's 
resources and endorsed the report of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment 
(GC 32/L.5 and Add.1). Notwithstanding its economic difficulties, his own country 
had experienced a continuous pattern of growth through its implementation of a 
comprehensive development policy designed to reduce poverty and ensure the right 
to food. Farmers and other stakeholders in agriculture had responded well to the 
reforms introduced and the agricultural sector had benefited accordingly, with 
significant results. 

83. Mr GUPTA (Nepal) said that a country with a subsistence agrarian economy such 
as Nepal could not achieve social and economic transformation unless it addressed 
agricultural development issues, especially those affecting smallholder farmers, a 
category facing challenges on many sides, not least as a result of the current global 
crisis. In order to cope with those challenges, smallholder farmers needed access to 
improved inputs and assured markets. It was more important than ever that the 
State, the private sector and non-governmental institutions should work together to 
support smallholder farmers in realizing their full potential. The round-table 
discussions on smallholder farmers at the present session ought to offer useful 
insights into their situation. 

84. Nepal’s interim Constitution posited food sovereignty as a fundamental human right 
which the State had the difficult duty of realizing. It had focused its plans on the 
modernization and commercialization of the agricultural sector on the basis of 
comparative advantage, with a view to achieving faster economic growth and 
maintaining social justice. 

85. Nepal congratulated Mr Båge on his effective leadership of IFAD during a critical 
time in its history. It endorsed in particular the report of the Consultation on the 
Eighth Replenishment, and the programme of work and budget presented to the 
session, which prompted hopes of agricultural development in pursuit of national 
and international goals. 

86. Mr WASIRA (United Republic of Tanzania) said that the Government and people of 
his country were grateful to IFAD for its assistance in addressing the challenges of 
poverty and rural development, for without that assistance it would have been 
difficult for the United Republic of Tanzania to achieve some of the targets of the 
MDGs and its own strategies and programmes for agricultural development and 
poverty reduction. Since 1978 IFAD had funded projects in a total amount of some 
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US$213.2 million, and that amount was to increase to US$269.2 million in the near 
future. Mr Båge was to be commended for his understanding of the plight of the 
rural poor and his belief that smallholder farmers had the capacity to feed the 
world, while managing and protecting key environmental assets. They were in fact 
the chief target of the United Republic of Tanzania’s Agricultural Sector 
Development Programme, and they needed to be supported by investments, 
knowledge and access to markets. It was to be hoped that the incoming president 
would maintain that focus. 

87. The outcome of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment warranted the fullest 
support. The United Republic of Tanzania would continue to develop strategies for 
addressing climate change, financial recession and higher food prices. It was 
working in particular on its biofuel policy and production guidelines, which would be 
consistent with the requirements of food security, environmental sustainability and 
social equity. 

APPOINTMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF IFAD (agenda item 5, 
continued) (GC 32/L.3 and Add.1; GC 32/INF.2 and INF.3 and Add.1) 

88. The CHAIRPERSON announced that the first ballot for the appointment of the 
President of IFAD had been completed. 

89. The result of the vote was as follows: 
 Votes 
 Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze (Nigeria) 1,579.826 
 Mr Joachim von Braun (Germany) 759.348 
 Mr Phrang Kupar Melville Roy (India) 213.048 
 Mr Amadou Boubacar Cissé (Niger) 200.024 
 Mr Haim Divon (Israel) 47.823 

90. No candidate obtained the required two-thirds majority. 

91. The CHAIRPERSON said that some further time would be allowed for informal 
consultations. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS (agenda item 6, continued) 

92. Mr KALENGA (Zambia) paid tribute to Mr Båge for his outstanding leadership of 
IFAD, in particular his efforts to improve its organizational and operational 
effectiveness and efficiency. The Eighth Replenishment, the largest in the Fund’s 
history, would be a great help to IFAD in its continuing efforts to cope with the 
challenges of rural poverty, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. The incoming 
President of IFAD would have Zambia’s full cooperation. 

93. As if the existing problems afflicting the world’s poorest people were not enough, 
the global crisis was now posing the additional threats inherent in a major economic 
setback; the negative impact had hit women and children in particular. On the 
positive side, rising commodity prices could help smallholder farmers if farm-gate 
prices also rose and if supporting policies and investments were put in place. The 
round-table topics were therefore highly relevant. The fact that Africa’s urban poor 
spent 60 to 70 per cent of its income on food established an interlinkage between 
agriculture and the urban economy; that was one of the reasons why Zambia was 
allocating sufficient resources to agriculture, in accordance with the Maputo 
Declaration. In response to the economic downturn it had already introduced a 
number of measures, with appropriate funding, to help small farmers and was 
planning other action for the medium and long terms, including the opening-up of 
new land for agricultural production. 

94. With IFAD’s support, the food security of the targeted poor families was improving 
and poverty levels were declining. The Government was grateful to IFAD for 
supporting innovative agricultural and rural development initiatives which were in 
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line with Zambia’s priorities and would contribute significantly to smallholder 
farmers’ income and food security. The recent opening of a country office in Zambia 
had been particularly welcome. 

95. Mr MOUSSA (Niger) said that the reform measures taken in his country to increase 
agricultural production included the preparation by an interministerial body of legal 
guidelines with regard to land tenure and agricultural development. Those were 
being implemented, and 36 departmental commissions had been established for 
180 of the 265 communes of the country. Thus, 2,500 of the 15,000 villages and 
tribes in Niger now had basic land tenure and management committees. A network 
of chambers of agriculture had been set up, representing all agricultural 
occupational sectors, and legislation had been passed to promote the establishment 
of producers’ organizations. 

96. In order to ensure sustainable supplies, the Government had adopted a strategy for 
decentralized provision of high-quality veterinary and agricultural material and 
techniques. Furthermore, it had instituted cooperative endeavours and field and 
school-based dissemination programmes and was promoting agricultural 
mechanization. An integrated consultative approach was being used to make the 
Government’s rural development strategy operational. To that end, also, the 
Ministry of Rural Development ensured collaboration between the public and private 
sectors and local communities and producers. The Government’s actions had been 
made possible by building on synergies with strategic partners – a case in point 
being by a recent co-funding arrangement with IFAD for an agricultural and rural 
development project. 

97. Mr KATALI (Namibia) said that the support his country had received under IFAD’s 
Northern Regions Livestock Development Project had had a positive impact on the 
livelihoods of communal livestock farmers in particular and on the Namibian 
economy in general. His country was also grateful for IFAD’s positive response to its 
planned programmes for poverty eradication. As 70 per cent of the Namibian 
population derived its livelihood from farming, agriculture and water projects were 
of particular importance and had received substantial government funding. 
Nevertheless, although the Government had allocated 10 per cent of the national 
budget to agriculture, as prescribed by the Dar-es-Salaam Declaration on 
Agriculture and Food Security in the Southern Africa Development Community, the 
country’s needs in that respect had not been met entirely.  

98. In order to meet Namibia’s goal of becoming an industrialized country by 2030, a 
number of strategic areas had been identified, including financing schemes for 
smallholder farmers, use of appropriate technology and agro-industrial 
development. He welcomed the support of IFAD for work in two of the three priority 
strategic areas, but asked that assistance also be considered for the design and 
development of appropriate schemes for small-scale food processing and 
conservation. His Government was prepared to co-fund the project design and to 
seek other sources of funding for implementation of the strategy. 

99. He bade farewell to the outgoing President and warmly welcomed the next 
incumbent. 

100. Ms NDULI (South Africa) expressed gratitude to the outgoing President, under 
whose leadership IFAD had implemented the required reforms and had been 
steered through the stormy waters of globalization. The Governing Council was 
meeting at a time of unprecedented crisis, which affected developed and developing 
countries alike. In South Africa, in addition to the hardship caused, inter alia, by 
unfavourable weather patterns, both commercial and small-scale farmers were 
experiencing food insecurity, the former on account of dwindling reserves resulting 
from the inability of financial institutions to extend loans to the agricultural sector 
and job losses, and the latter as a result of the social consequences of the crisis. 
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101. The South African Government had responded calmly to the crisis, working in a 
concerted manner with the private sector to prevent unnecessary closure of 
production lines and job losses, while asking the directors of major retailers to 
explain to consumers how the crisis was affecting their companies. Responses by 
individual countries would, however, be insufficient and might even be dangerous. 
More than ever, the world needed multilayered, multilateral consultative solutions; 
the opportunity to build a just, equitable global governance system at all levels was 
at hand. Having served on the Executive Board as a representative of Africa from 
2006 to 2008, the South African delegation expressed gratitude for that experience 
of unconditional sharing of knowledge and skills. 

102. Mr DIDI (Maldives) said that, in the midst of the global crisis, his country was 
transforming itself into a modern democracy. In order to do so, it had to upgrade its 
harvesting and processing techniques and therefore its fishing boats, factories, 
equipment and technology. Those goals, in addition to value-added production, 
would require both technical and financial assistance. The country’s hitherto 
neglected agricultural sector must also be developed, in order to reduce the 
Maldives’ heavy dependence on imported agricultural products. Local participation 
in fishing, agricultural production and product diversification needed to be 
encouraged, facilitated and supported. 

103. Financial assistance was also needed to ease loan repayment and provide better 
terms for fishers and farmers, and hence revitalize small and medium enterprises 
and alleviate poverty. Tuna caught by pole and line in the Maldives was a premium 
product, and the country sought aid in establishing “Maldive fish” as a premium 
brand. He thanked the donors that had already provided assistance to his country’s 
fisheries and for agricultural development, and hoped that further assistance would 
be forthcoming, to help his Government improve livelihoods and alleviate poverty.  

104. Ms KRISTENSEN (Denmark) speaking on behalf of the Nordic countries, said that 
the current global crises compromised achievement of the MDGs, as increasing 
numbers of rural poor were being pushed deeper into poverty. She stressed the 
importance of effective coordination of all international initiatives, especially with 
respect to MDG 1 – to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger – and especially in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Given the vital role of rural women in agricultural production 
and poverty eradication, the Nordic countries encouraged IFAD to continue to 
promote gender equality and empower women. They fully supported the Fund’s 
efforts to strengthen the ability of the vulnerable rural poor to pursue agriculture in 
an environmentally sustainable manner and to adapt to climate change.  

105. The successful outcome of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment 
represented both a concrete response to the food crisis and a vote of confidence in 
the reformed IFAD. The work done to transform the Fund into an effective, efficient, 
modern development institution was commendable; nevertheless, reforms must 
continue. The latest independent evaluation of IFAD’s development effectiveness 
had concluded that the results for sub-Saharan Africa were weaker than those for 
other regions and that the sustainability of IFAD’s projects must be further 
strengthened. Although project performance was reported to be significantly better 
in countries in which IFAD was present, the Fund should have clear criteria for its 
country presence and should optimize partnerships at field level. Country presence 
should be used to strengthen country ownership. The Nordic countries considered 
that results-based management should continue to be at the heart of IFAD reform.  

106. The grave challenges faced could best be met if IFAD maintained its focus and 
continued to turn its comparative advantages to account and to cooperate with 
other international financial institutions, other United Nations organizations, 
governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). She thanked Mr Båge 
for his leadership during the past eight years and welcomed the new President, who 
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should be encouraged to continue IFAD's promising reform process while at the 
same time consolidating the impressive results achieved. 

107. Mr CANGA (Angola) expressed his country’s appreciation for the work of Mr Båge 
and wished success to the new President shortly to be appointed. The present 
difficult international situation should not compromise the efforts of governments 
and international organizations to reduce hunger and poverty, especially among 
poor rural populations. His Government was taking concrete measures to stimulate 
the national economy, create jobs and improve the standard of living, especially in 
rural areas. Those efforts included the building of roads and bridges, irrigation 
schemes, training programmes and the organization of marketing and transport 
systems to encourage public and private investment and thus increase food 
production. 

108. Family production, small- and medium-scale farmers and artisanal fishers played an 
important role in food security and sustainable development in his country, and 
US$350 million had recently been made available to give them access to credit to 
increase production. He thanked IFAD and the other institutions and countries that 
had provided support for the development of market-oriented family agriculture. 
The level of contributions to the Eighth Replenishment reflected the confidence of 
the membership in the quality of the work being carried out by the Fund. His 
Government would contribute to the Eighth Replenishment, in accordance with its 
means, and procedures were under way for the transfer of its contribution to the 
Seventh Replenishment. 

109. Mr NASUTION (Indonesia), after acknowledging the impressive leadership of 
Mr Båge during his term of office, said that the unprecedented international crisis 
had slowed efforts to achieve the MDGs even in middle-income countries such as 
Indonesia, which faced high unemployment and poverty rates, discrepant growth 
rates among regions and inadequate infrastructure. Such problems made it all the 
more important to maximize IFAD’s performance, and he proposed that, given the 
current financial context, the Fund devise a scheme to provide more financing for 
agriculture. His Government hoped that IFAD’s lending policies and criteria would 
be based not only on gross national income per capita and lending term thresholds 
but also on the poverty rate and geographical disparity of a country. 

110. Over the past 29 years, IFAD had assisted efforts to revitalize agriculture and rural 
development in Indonesia, particularly in the eastern part of the country, through 
loans for 13 projects, in addition to cofinancing mobilized within the country. Two 
successfully implemented IFAD-funded projects for income generation and 
participatory integrated development had been used as input for the national 
programme for community empowerment. The benefits that his country received 
from IFAD programmes had convinced his Government to continue supporting IFAD, 
and it would maintain its pledge for the Eighth Replenishment at US$5 million.  

111. Indonesia hoped that, under the leadership of the new President of IFAD, the 
proportion of IFAD employees from developing countries would be increased and 
that the principles of geographical diversity and gender empowerment would be 
respected. His Government further hoped that, in order to address the global 
financial crisis, it would fast-track new assistance and make existing instruments 
more flexible. In doing so, it should take into account each Member State’s 
priorities, so that programmes were delivered effectively. To ensure that all efforts 
were as efficient and effective as possible, IFAD should avoid overlaps among 
development partners and create synergies with others, in line with the decision of 
the G-20 Leaders Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy held in 
Washington, D.C. in November 2008. 

112. Mr MABOUNDOU (Congo) congratulated Mr Båge and his team for turning IFAD 
into such a dynamic, innovative and refocused organization. However, much 
remained to be done because the combined effects of the global food and financial 



GC 32 
 

 
21

crisis had driven poverty, malnutrition and disease to even higher levels even as 
official development assistance was dwindling: it was to be hoped that the ongoing 
strategic discussions would increase IFAD’s visibility and effectiveness under the 
new leadership. During Mr Båge’s term of office IFAD had financed three rural 
development projects in Congo in an amount of US$38.97 million, and Congo 
wished to continue that cooperation in order to improve the lot of its rural poor, in 
particular its small farmers, in accordance with its national food security 
programme and rural development programme.  

113. Congo was making a contribution of US$300,000 to the Eighth Replenishment as a 
sign of its Government’s wish to see IFAD continue its noble mission of assisting the 
victims of extreme poverty. 

114. Mr SANO (Guinea) said that the Government of Guinea intended to strengthen its 
cooperation with IFAD in order to improve its people’s food security and alleviate 
poverty. In the context of the current food crisis, which was obstructing the 
increase of agricultural production, IFAD was seen as a special partner in the 
implementation of Guinea’s agricultural policies. Although enjoying conditions 
favourable to agriculture, Guinea was still unable to meet its food needs unaided 
because its subsistence farmers had little access to inputs and equipment and there 
was scant capacity for investment in water supply and in opening up production 
areas. Its plans for the agriculture sector were therefore focused on supporting 
producers in order to achieve market growth. 

115. Guinea appreciated the IFAD approach, which involved periodic portfolio evaluation 
with a view to identifying lines of action consistent with national policies. Like IFAD, 
the Government was currently focusing on the problems of smallholder farmers, 
including low productivity, lack of competitiveness and market instability; indeed, 
the whole international community should provide assistance in that area in order 
to improve food security, and reduce poverty among those who were most 
vulnerable as well as giving increased priority to agriculture in general. The 
downward trend in the allocation of international resources to agriculture must be 
reversed. In that connection the Member States of IFAD deserved commendation 
for their generous replenishment of the Fund’s resources and Guinea hoped that 
additional funds could be mobilized to enable investment in activities related to 
sustainable agricultural production and technological innovations that were adapted 
to climate change. Guinea wished to express its gratitude to the outgoing President 
of IFAD for his part in the improvement of IFAD’s performance, and assured the 
incoming President of its support. 

116. The meeting was suspended at 4.40 p.m. and resumed at 5 p.m. 

APPOINTMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF IFAD (agenda item 5, 
continued) (GC 32/L.3 and Add.1; GC 32/INF.2 and INF.3 and Add.1) 

117. Mr KLOKE-LESCH (Germany) said that, following the results of the first ballot, the 
candidacy of Mr von Braun had been withdrawn. He thanked all those delegations 
which had supported Mr von Braun and, in expressing his country’s support to the 
candidate of Nigeria, Mr Nwanze, asked all Member States to join in that support 
and endorse his appointment by acclamation. 

118. Mr BEN OMAR (Niger) said that the candidacy of Mr Cissé had also been 
withdrawn. Niger was grateful to all those delegations which had voted for Mr Cissé 
and asked them to transfer their support to the candidate of Nigeria. 

119. The meeting was suspended at 5.05 p.m. and resumed at 5.20 p.m. 

120. Mr KHAN (India) said that the candidacy of Mr Roy had now also been withdrawn. 
India called for Mr Nwanze of Nigeria to be elected by acclamation. 

121. The CHAIRPERSON, drawing attention to Rule 35.1 of the Rules of Procedure of 
the Governing Council, which called upon the Chairperson to attempt to secure a 
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consensus in lieu of taking a vote, and noting that three of the four candidates 
remaining after the first ballot had withdrawn, suggested that the Governing 
Council, pursuant to Rule 38.1 of the Rules of Procedure, should appoint the sole 
remaining candidate, Mr Nwanze of Nigeria, by acclamation. 

122. Mr Nwanze was declared President of IFAD by acclamation. 

123. The CHAIRPERSON informed the Council that that decision would be reflected in a 
resolution on the appointment of the President of IFAD. 

124. The Governing Council adopted resolution 153/XXXII on the appointment 
of the President of IFAD. 

125. Mr NWANZE (President-elect of IFAD) made a statement, the full text of which is 
reproduced in chapter 4. 

126. The CHAIRPERSON said that he extended his warmest congratulations to 
Mr Nwanze on his appointment as President of IFAD. He was sure that under 
Mr Nwanze’s leadership the Fund would enjoy continued success in discharging its 
vitally important mandate. 

127. The meeting was suspended at 5.35 p.m. and resumed at 6.05 p.m. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS (agenda item 6, continued) 

128. Mr MWENIFUMBO (Malawi) congratulated the new President, whom he assured of 
Malawi’s support. Smallholder farmers played a fundamental role in the 
performance of the agricultural sector, in turn producing a direct impact on 
economic growth and poverty reduction. Their land and income nevertheless 
remained limited, posing just one of many challenges that included low yields, 
over-dependence on rain-fed farming, rising food prices, climate change and low 
profitability linked to such factors as poor access to markets, high transport costs 
and poor quality control. Given the right actions, however, poor rural populations 
had the potential to increase food production, improve their lives and contribute to 
greater food security, failing which they would remain forever trapped in poverty. 

129. In Malawi, the introduction of a farm input subsidy programme had yielded positive 
results, and Malawi was now a net exporter of food within the region. Tremendous 
improvements had also been achieved as a result of various IFAD-supported 
projects for smallholder farmers, for whom greater support was nevertheless still 
essential to boost food production in response to growing demand.  

130. In the current global context, the bigger resource envelope provided for under the 
Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources was commendable and additionally 
demonstrated IFAD's role in supporting efforts to move agriculture up the global 
development agenda. Stressing the importance of the Paris Declaration to IFAD's 
next programme of work and the need for national ownership, he outlined his own 
country’s development programme for agriculture and called on IFAD and other 
partners to assist in implementing the prioritized investment framework that it 
encompassed. In the light of the global crisis, IFAD's new President would be 
required to demonstrate purposeful leadership, particularly with regard to the 
mobilization of resources in support of IFAD’s mandate. 

131. Mr DENG (Sudan), after congratulating the new President on his election, said 
that, with some 70 per cent of the population of his country engaged in agricultural 
activities, an agricultural revival programme had been introduced to boost 
productivity and farmers’ incomes, with a budget of US$4.5 billion allocated for the 
provision of rural services and infrastructure. Productivity had already increased 
considerably after only one year of implementation, including that of various water-
related projects in rain-fed areas. A further US$5 million had been earmarked for 
the construction of rural roads, thereby improving the transport of goods to market.  
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132. Investment of his country's wealth of natural and human resources with a view to 
bridging the regional and international food gaps had increased demand for arable 
land, and in that context an extensive land-use map was in preparation. Investment 
obstacles were being studied and legislation specific to the agricultural sector was 
being enacted. Moreover, an agricultural investment centre played an instrumental 
role in such activities as publicity and information analysis. 

133. IFAD had pioneered many development projects in the Sudan, for which it served 
as a reference in a number of areas, including decision-making and conservation of 
natural resources. He therefore looked forward to its further input and support and 
to wider partnerships with international and regional organizations. Lastly, he 
thanked Mr Båge for his tireless efforts to promote agricultural development in the 
Sudan, affirmed his support for and commitment to the outcome of the current 
meeting and welcomed the President-elect. 

134. Mr MARTINI (Argentina) extended congratulations to Mr Båge for what he had 
achieved as President of IFAD and best wishes to the President-elect, Mr Nwanze, 
for a successful term of office. 

135. Argentina’s Under-Secretariat for Rural Development and Family Agriculture had 
been set up to cater for the specific needs of smallholder farmers. By supporting 
the special meeting on smallholder farms of the Common Market of the South 
(MERCOSUR) and through its projects in Argentina, IFAD had proved an 
outstanding partner in the institutionalization of rural development. There was now 
an urgent need to measure in detail the impact of the global crisis on the world’s 
most vulnerable people – the rural poor and those who had migrated to peri-urban 
areas. The remedies must aim at preserving workers’ productivity and access to 
goods in order to prevent a worsening of the crisis. The three Rome-based agencies 
had to take up the enormous challenges involved in ridding the global economic 
model of the existing inequities between countries, between economic sectors and 
between population groups. 

136. Argentina fully supported the statement made by Guatemala on behalf of GRULAC 
and stressed, yet again, that the challenge to IFAD was to adopt new operational 
approaches, work with greater flexibility, keep in mind regional and national 
differences and potentials, and show inventiveness in reformulating programmes 
and devising operational models, as well as constantly seeking greater efficiency 
and effectiveness. 

137. Mr BIN MOMEN (Bangladesh) congratulated Mr Båge on his fruitful tenure as 
President of IFAD and said that he was confident that the President-elect, 
Mr Nwanze, would provide bold leadership and support for the development of 
agriculture. Agriculture was a priority in his country, and much progress had been 
made in enhancing food security; furthermore, Bangladesh was recognized 
internationally for the success of its micro-financing schemes in rural areas, notably 
for poor women.  

138. The global financial downturn could have severe human consequences, particularly 
in developing countries, unless concerted action was taken quickly. The poor in his 
country were at particular risk from the effects of climate change and needed 
maximum support from the international community to reduce their vulnerability 
and help them adapt to climate change. Despite three major natural disasters over 
the past two years, food prices had been kept low, and the new Government had 
improved the access of vulnerable groups to food by various social programmes, 
including food rationing. He welcomed the proposed grant from IFAD for research 
on adaptation to climate change. IFAD had developed a country strategic 
opportunities programme (COSOP) in Bangladesh, which was aligned with the 
Government’s own strategy to ensure better performance of projects at country 
level. His country was an important borrower from IFAD owing to his Government's 
efforts, good project performance and hard work by all stakeholders.  
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139. Global solidarity should be forged to face the challenges of poverty, climate change 
and energy security in an effective manner, especially in view of the current 
financial uncertainty. He was confident that the new leadership of IFAD would rise 
to the occasion, with full support and cooperation from the membership. 

140. Mr SIMANCAS GUTIÉRREZ (Mexico) paid tribute to Mr Båge for his achievements 
during his term of office and assured the President-elect, Mr Nwanze, of Mexico’s 
support. 

141. The outcome of the Eighth Replenishment marked recognition of the role which 
IFAD could play in promoting rural development and combating poverty. 
Compounded by the financial crisis, the current food crisis constituted a serious 
challenge to the attainment of the first of the MDGs, the eradication of extreme 
poverty and hunger. IFAD must act as a catalyst of resources and ensure 
consistency, through the projects in which it participated, in national and 
international efforts; it should therefore conduct a detailed review of its policies and 
tools and the terms of its loans. The food crisis must be tackled on the basis of a 
comprehensive approach focused on food security, and IFAD must improve its 
coordination to that end with the other organizations of the United Nations system 
and the international community, always bearing in mind that the chain began with 
food production. Mexico considered that the establishment of new bodies, including 
financial funds, might lead to dispersal of the limited resources available. 

142. Due attention must be given to the specific needs of the middle-income countries, a 
category embracing most of Latin America. The transfer of knowledge to and 
between developing countries must be an IFAD priority; in that connection Mexico 
was backing a regional action plan for the supply of and demand for cooperation in 
the short-, medium- and long-term as a means of tackling the food crisis in Central 
America and the Caribbean. The Fund could foster that type of initiative by 
integrating national portfolios in the light of a strategic regional vision. 

143. Mr TAH (Mauritania) congratulated the new President, in whom he expressed every 
confidence, and paid tribute to the outgoing President for having worked so 
tirelessly over the past eight years to improve the lives of the most vulnerable. 
Rural living conditions in Mauritania had indeed improved as a result of the various 
development projects implemented by IFAD. The world’s current economic woes, 
however, threatened to undo the successes achieved in poverty reduction and food 
security. More international solidarity was therefore essential to meeting such 
challenges, in addition to which it was essential for the least developed countries to 
improve their resources management with a view to self-sufficiency. 

144. Mauritania had opted for that approach, and had recently mounted an 
anti-corruption campaign to protect public funds. As a result, substantial resources 
had already been earmarked for programmes targeting the poor and most 
vulnerable sectors of society, while sizeable budgetary sums had been reallocated 
to provide essential social services. National solidarity and development funds had 
been established to fight poverty and 50,000 hectares of land were being reclaimed 
with a view to boosting rural incomes and achieving food security. Efforts were also 
under way to develop the country’s livestock resources and thus establish the meat 
and dairy industries as part of the economy. He expressed gratitude for all of the 
indispensable support already received in furtherance of such efforts and the hope 
that further assistance would be similarly forthcoming.  

145. Mr MARGHI (Morocco) thanked the outgoing President for his devotion to 
improving village life in developing countries and further expressed his confidence 
in the new President. The round-table discussions’ focus on the key challenges 
facing the agricultural sector attested to the Fund’s willingness to address new 
situations with a view to finding effective solutions. Efforts should be redoubled to 
mitigate the effects of the present situation by strengthening integrated and 
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bilateral cooperation programmes and by promoting South-South cooperation in 
particular. 

146. Morocco's new development strategy for the period 2009-2014 was designed to 
tackle such challenges by, inter alia, involving village communities in agricultural 
development, facilitating their access to finance and improving agricultural 
technologies for the benefit of smallholders. He welcomed IFAD's support for that 
strategy, which was to serve as a medium-term road map for IFAD projects in the 
country's remoter areas and would also undoubtedly improve farmers' incomes. 
Morocco had achieved substantial progress in the area of food security and was now 
building on its successes by means of a new national farming strategy, known as 
the Green Plan, which was designed to promote investment in agriculture and 
support cooperative farming in the interests of smallholders in remote areas. 

147. In conclusion, he stressed the need for concerted practical efforts to address the 
key challenges, including assistance for agricultural development in the poorest 
countries, investment for revival of the agricultural sector, financing for 
development with a view to achievement of the MDGs and support for agricultural 
research programmes. 

148. Ms NIZIGAMA (Burundi) welcomed the efforts made by IFAD under the leadership 
of Mr Båge to help poor rural communities, and congratulated Mr Nwanze on his 
election. A number of IFAD-funded programmes had been concluded successfully in 
Burundi, and she looked forward to implementation of the action plan adopted with 
IFAD for the next five-year period. She asked IFAD to increase its presence in 
Burundi, as it had in other countries, so that it would facilitate the direct 
supervision of its activities and back up its financial assistance with action on the 
ground.  

149. In spite of efforts made to ensure social and economic stability, Burundi was still 
one of the poorest countries in the world. The country faced increasing population 
pressure, with concomitant degradation of soil and other natural resources. In 
addition, unfavourable climatic conditions in recent years had increased food 
insecurity. The people of Burundi still lacked basic services such as health care, 
education, drinking water, electricity and public transport, which jeopardized 
achievement of the MDGs. The macroeconomic framework of the country was also 
worsening. Her Government was most grateful to the Bretton Woods institutions 
and the international community for having rescheduled the country’s debt. Despite 
Burundi’s precarious financial status, it would continue to make a modest 
contribution to the replenishment of IFAD’s resources, and it applauded the 
generosity of those countries that had contributed so substantially to the Eighth 
Replenishment. 

150. Ms FRAUWALLNER (Austria) commended IFAD on its rapid reaction to the crises 
of high food prices and low food stocks in the previous year, when it had reallocated 
funds from existing loans and grants to provide an immediate boost to agricultural 
production in the most vulnerable Member States. IFAD must also play a role in the 
current financial crisis, by helping the governments of developing countries to 
minimize any disruption of development programmes and projects. As the poor 
were likely to be hit the hardest, IFAD, in cooperation with its public and private 
partners, should give its target group, the rural poor, additional advice on policy 
and practice to strengthen their resilience to the deteriorating economic climate.  

151. Welcoming the outcome of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment, she 
encouraged IFAD to focus on the operational priorities for the Eighth Replenishment 
period that had been agreed upon during the Consultation. Delivering results 
through differentiated country approaches, increasing operational effectiveness 
through country ownership, collaboration and partnership with other development 
players, engagement with the private sector, gender equality, women’s 
empowerment, addressing climate change and ensuring the sustainability of 
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development assistance must be the guiding principles for the Fund’s actions. IFAD 
should concentrate on core issues, such as raising agricultural productivity and 
production through improved technology and market access. Austria expected the 
results measurement framework to become operational in 2010, and welcomed the 
mid-term review as a means of assessing the Fund’s effectiveness and showing the 
way forward. 

152. She welcomed the Marshall Islands as a new member of IFAD, and thanked the 
outgoing President for his leadership. The significant increase in the level of the 
replenishment reflected the respect and confidence of the membership in the 
institution that he had helped to build. She also welcomed the incoming President 
and wished him success in his new function.  

153. Mr DIVON (Israel) congratulated the newly elected President and wished him 
success in his important assignment. The economic crisis was a devastating 
addition to the food, energy and climate change crises. He was convinced, however, 
that IFAD would rise to the challenges, especially in view of the successful outcome 
of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment.  

154. Israel’s National Agency for International Development Cooperation had a long 
tradition of horizontal partnerships and was committed to strengthening its 
cooperation with IFAD. Its extensive development cooperation programme reflected 
the country’s commitment to help developing countries meet the MDGs, by 
promoting sustainable development, food security, public health programmes, 
community development, gender equality and the empowerment of women. Applied 
research was essential for agricultural development and sustainability. In the area 
of food security, several models had been designed that could be implemented 
elsewhere in cooperation with IFAD, including: a small-scale drip irrigation system 
that extended the advantages of sophisticated water-saving technologies to 
traditional farmers; a model for entrepreneurial training, called “Business Labs”; 
and a programme, known as “Farmers for the Future”, which exposed 
schoolchildren to modern agricultural techniques, helping to create a new 
generation with the skills for sustainable, market-oriented farming. 

155. Israel recognized the importance of promoting and extending cooperation among 
the governments and peoples of the Middle East in order to achieve better 
understanding and economic prosperity for all. Cooperation on issues of joint 
concern could result in understanding and mutual gain, fostering personal and 
professional ties among neighbours. Development cooperation and partnerships 
should be used to forge bonds of peaceful coexistence and could help IFAD in 
implementing its vision for a better world.  

156. The meeting rose at 7.10 p.m. 
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157. The meeting was called to order at 9.35 a.m. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS (agenda item 6, continued) 

158. Mr SHIOYA (Japan) expressed appreciation to Mr Båge for his achievements 
over the past eight years and congratulated the President-elect, Mr Nwanze, 
with whom Japan hoped to collaborate closely. He welcomed the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands as a new Member State. 

159. Since three quarters of the poor in developing countries lived in rural areas 
and worked on the land, every country in the world should invest more in the 
agricultural sector in order to increase production. Japan shared with IFAD the 
approach of targeting the poorest of the poor, with the focus on self-support 
and country ownership, and, as stated at the fourth Tokyo International 
Conference on African Development (TICAD IV), its policy for Africa sought to 
end the vicious circle of poverty through capacity- and institution-building 
focused on increased output: Africa’s rice production needed to be doubled 
over the next 10 years, and to that end IFAD should support the Coalition for 
African Rice Development. Japan had raised the question of food security at 
the Tokyo meeting of the G8 countries in July 2008; now, as the economic 
crisis worsened, it urged all States, international organizations and other 
stakeholders to form a global partnership to tackle the problems in a 
coordinated manner. 

160. Japan’s difficult financial situation had forced it to cut back its contributions to 
many international organizations, but it had committed US$60 million to the 
Eighth Replenishment, an increase of about 82 per cent. It expected IFAD to 
work to achieve human security by making full use of its comparative 
advantage and to continue the organizational reform. Japan would participate 
in and monitor those processes. 

161. Mr OLOMO NVE (Equatorial Guinea) congratulated the incoming President of 
IFAD and wished him success over the next four years. He also commended 
the outgoing President for his achievements. 

162. In the context of a global crisis which was having a negative impact on food 
production and the fight against poverty and hunger throughout the world, 
Equatorial Guinea appreciated IFAD’s constant efforts to develop the world’s 
agriculture and reaffirmed its determination to reinforce its cooperation with 
the Fund, which had yielded positive results. As a mark of that determination, 
the Government had just appointed by decree the IFAD Governor and 
Alternate Governor for Equatorial Guinea. 

163. The Government which had come to power in 1979 had devised a plan for 
crop diversification to reform the country’s traditional single-crop system of 
agriculture which had been forcing it to import 90 per cent of its food. The 
plan involved the formation of small farming cooperatives as the basis for the 
receipt of financial and technical assistance from the Government. The 
Government now needed international cooperation in order to attain its 
targets on what was a long and difficult road towards food security. 
Furthermore, the developed countries should adopt mechanisms to alleviate 
the impact of climate change on agriculture and the environment. Equatorial 
Guinea had welcomed the IFAD mission which had visited the country in 
September 2008 as a gesture of good intentions and had sought its support 
for a package of priority projects for the agricultural sector.  

164. Mr KLOKE-LESCH (Germany) expressed thanks to the outgoing President for 
the dedication with which he had led IFAD and wished the President-elect 
every success in further strengthening the Fund. The overall increase in 
commitments resulting from the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment 
reflected a positive assessment of IFAD’s work; Germany had pledged to 
contribute up to US$70 million, an increase of 75 per cent. 
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165. The reforms of recent years were bearing fruit in terms of the Fund’s 
effectiveness and ability to implement a significantly larger programme of 
work. But change management was a continuous process, and there was no 
room for complacency: the new President and his team must push ahead with 
the reform and maintain a sharp focus on IFAD’s core mandate, avoiding 
areas where it had no clear comparative advantage. It should give more 
weight to policy advice and strengthen policy dialogue with its partners. That 
would require close cooperation with other stakeholders, guided by the Paris 
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the Accra Agenda for Action and by the 
United Nations objective of delivering as one. With regard to the Consultation 
on the Eighth Replenishment, the decision to have a mid-term review was 
particularly welcome. 

166. Where the global financial crisis was concerned, the G20 summit meeting in 
November 2008 had reinforced the commitment to address other critical 
challenges, such as food security and poverty, with a view to formulating a 
global growth strategy which mobilized the potential of the poor and tackled 
social inequities. The recent Madrid High-Level Meeting on Food Security for 
All had emphasized that the food crisis posed a threat to global security: 
agriculture and rural development should therefore be moved higher up on 
the international agenda, with a consequent strengthening of IFAD’s role, in 
shaping the Madrid process for example. But most importantly, IFAD must 
achieve the greatest possible development impact: its work must make a 
difference to the poor and hungry. 

167. Mr MOKOMA (Lesotho) thanked the outgoing President for his work in 
helping to improve the livelihoods of the rural poor and congratulated the 
incoming President on his appointment. The Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security in Lesotho was determined to enhance agricultural productivity and 
food security in an environmentally sustainable manner. The Government had 
realized that the best means for increasing agricultural productivity lay in 
small-scale, more labour-intensive land use with low external input. The 
challenge was to ensure that appropriate information was given to guide and 
assist small-scale farmers. 

168. Large-scale investment in the commercial sector remained a challenge in the 
current economic conditions, while a number of programmes for smallholder 
farmers not involved in commercial agriculture had been developed. For 
instance, programmes on subsistence farming promoted diversification into 
livestock production and homestead gardening. The Government had 
intensified its efforts to halt land degradation and the negative effects of 
climate change. In order to fulfil its commitment to enhance sustainable 
agricultural development by improving small-scale farming and close 
monitoring of land degradation, additional resources, technical expertise and 
capacity-building at community level were needed. His country had benefited 
extensively from IFAD’s support, and he commended the Fund for providing 
continued assistance to developing countries in their fight against hunger and 
poverty.  

169. Mr HARVEY (United Kingdom) joined others in paying tribute to the outgoing 
President for his leadership and the reforms introduced since the Independent 
External Evaluation. The confidence demonstrated during the Eighth 
Replenishment process reflected the progress that had been achieved in 
making IFAD more effective. He commended Mr Båge on his dedication, his 
focus on quality, his commitment to reform and his support of innovation and 
partnership, both within IFAD and across the United Nations system. He also 
thanked Mr Båge and his team for supporting the efforts of the membership 
to enhance the openness of the process for electing his successor in particular, 
the meeting of membership with all candidates. The United Kingdom, as 
Convenor of List A, thanked the Convenors of Lists B and C, Nigeria and 
Pakistan, for their efforts in that respect; he also paid tribute to the 
contribution made by the late Mr van Banning of the Netherlands. He hoped 
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that the model could be built on in four years’ time and perhaps used by other 
organizations. He acknowledged the constructive way in which all the 
presidential candidates had participated in the process. 

170. He assured Mr Nwanze of his support in consolidating and building on reform 
and leading the organization in fulfilling its unique mandate: empowering the 
rural poor, increasing incomes and building food security. 

171. Mr YOO (Republic of Korea) welcomed the Marshall Islands as a member of 
IFAD and congratulated Mr Nwanze on his election as the next President of 
IFAD. He commended Mr Båge’s dedicated efforts to reduce poverty and 
improve agriculture in the developing world and to increase the efficiency of 
IFAD. It was thanks to his leadership that the Eighth Replenishment had been 
so successful, despite the global financial crisis.  

172. As a founding member of IFAD, the Republic of Korea was fully committed to 
achieving its goals and would continue to support the United Nations in its 
efforts to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Food security and 
sustainable development of agriculture were jeopardized by the decrease in 
aid resulting from the global financial crisis and by accelerating global 
warming and environmental degradation; therefore, the international 
community would be expecting international organizations like IFAD to play a 
more prominent role. It was important that IFAD share its responsibilities with 
other United Nations organizations, and it could achieve more by focusing on 
areas in which it had a comparative advantage. His Government would make 
every effort to increase its contribution to the Fund, in line with the increase 
in the target for the Eighth Replenishment. 

173. Several decades previously, his Government had implemented a series of bold 
economic development plans to end food shortages and poverty in rural 
areas, which had resulted in successful economic growth and raised living 
standards. In order to share that experience, his Government would pursue 
cooperative projects in developing Member States, contributing 
US$100 million over three years through bilateral and multilateral projects. 
The most important means of overcoming food crises were, however, each 
country’s will to help itself, political vision and leadership and unity of purpose 
among its people.  

174. Mr RWAMIRAMA (Uganda) said that the increase in the number of poor and 
hungry called into question achievement of the MDGs. While climate change 
and increasing fuel and food prices were partly responsible, IFAD and other 
organizations should consider how future interventions could best be designed 
and targeted for more efficient service delivery in response to the new 
challenges, failing which, poverty and hunger would continue to prevail, 
especially in sub-Saharan Africa, where rural dwellers suffered most. Uganda 
had enjoyed excellent cooperation with IFAD for almost three decades, 
benefiting from 12 IFAD-funded projects, the most successful of which had 
been a project for the development and production of palm oil. The flexibility 
and participatory approach of IFAD-supported activities had encouraged the 
use of indigenous knowledge and allowed complementarity with other projects 
and programmes, in line with the Government’s poverty eradication and 
agricultural modernization plans.  

175. Although microcredit was often seen as the best way of providing financial 
services to the rural poor, most microfinance institutions, especially in 
sub-Saharan Africa, mainly targeted trade and commerce in urban areas, not 
rural agriculture, which was considered too risky. Most of the rural poor 
therefore had no source of financing for their activities. Uganda accordingly 
supported savings and credit cooperative organizations, emphasizing value 
chain development and agro-processing. He hoped that, with IFAD’s support, 
Uganda would be able to expand financial services to provide credit and 
increase people’s savings and investments.  
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176. He congratulated Mr Båge for his work and welcomed the incoming President, 
Mr Nwanze. Uganda saluted all those members that had already made their 
pledges to the Eighth Replenishment. His country planned to double its 
contribution to the Fund; the procedures would be completed within two 
weeks. 

177. Mr SAFAR (Syrian Arab Republic) thanked the outgoing President and his 
team for their constant efforts to strengthen ties of friendship and cooperation 
and promote the Fund’s work. IFAD’s funding of agricultural development 
projects in Member States had yielded excellent results. Over the past 
decade, his own country’s development had progressed substantially, and 
agricultural development had been at the centre of an economic reform 
programme. Country-wide projects implemented in association with such 
institutions as IFAD had greatly benefited the target communities and areas, 
fostering the optimum use of natural resources and creating new income 
sources and genuine work opportunities. The Fund should nevertheless review 
its lending terms, focusing on productive activities in order to increase 
incomes and in turn promote food security. 

178. The current global economic and financial crisis clearly had serious 
implications for agricultural development, compounded in some countries by 
such other factors as drought, climate change and occupation. The Arab 
people in Palestine, the Golan and South Lebanon, for example, were 
suffering under occupation by Israel, which had also recently waged a brutal 
attack on the Palestinian people in Gaza that amounted to no less than a war 
crime punishable under international law. Impeded as it therefore was by 
insecurity and instability, integrated socio-economic development in the region 
was essentially unattainable in the absence of a just and comprehensive 
peace. In conclusion, he expressed his appreciation and support for IFAD and 
its constructive and cooperative efforts to promote agricultural development. 

179. Mr DLAMINI (Swaziland) said that the performance of the agricultural sector 
was a vital element of his country's largely agrarian economy. In recent times, 
however, production had unfortunately declined owing to such factors as 
climate change and market volatility, with smallholder farmers as the worst 
casualties. Some had been ruined by higher costs, which would adversely 
affect the yields expected at the end of the current cropping season. Since the 
early 1990s, moreover, persistent drought and extreme temperatures had led 
to crop failures, loss of livestock, soil erosion and aggressive invasion of alien 
plant species. The resulting inability of smallholder farmers to service their 
loans posed a further problem insofar as it affected their credit profiles and 
access to finance.  

180. Initiatives introduced to address such challenges included support for tractor 
hire, extension services and the establishment of various irrigation schemes. 
Other actions comprised the development of crop varieties that would adapt 
to changing climatic conditions and the control of alien invasive plants in the 
interest of rehabilitating rangelands. IFAD was among the institutions that 
were partnering, supporting or co-funding such schemes and initiatives. A 
new IFAD programme in support of rural finance and enterprise development 
was also being finalized to enable smallholder farmers to access credit 
facilities and promote the development of agro-processing industries. 

181. He paid tribute to Mr Båge for his leadership of the organization during his 
tenure and congratulated the incoming President, Mr Nwanze, on his election.  

182. Mr JANABI (Iraq) said that agriculture in his country had been destroyed by 
the wars and misguided policies pursued by its former dictator, which had 
included a number of ill-advised water projects. Although the repercussions of 
those policies continued, Iraq was taking positive steps to re-engage at both 
the regional and international levels. Notwithstanding its dire need for 
financial resources, it was, for instance, paying its dues to international 
organizations, among them IFAD, to which it looked for support and 
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understanding as it worked to overcome the legacy of its dictatorship. Being 
in no position to fulfil commitments made to IFAD by the former Iraqi regime, 
it also looked forward to a fresh start with a view to strengthening its 
cooperation with IFAD on the basis of well-planned pledges and co-financing 
of projects. Iraq was striving to achieve food security, as well as genuine 
partnership in combating hunger and poverty worldwide. It also required 
support to ensure that its progress towards democracy and prosperity 
remained irreversible. In that regard, he trusted that IFAD would play a 
positive role in the development of Iraqi agriculture. For its part, Iraq would 
spare no effort in lending its support to IFAD. 

183. Mr GOUANDJIKA (Central African Republic) said that his country had 
benefited from IFAD support since the Fund’s inception, with six projects for a 
total of US$119 million. Four of the projects had been implemented on time, 
with encouraging socio-economic results, but financing had been suspended in 
1994 owing to arrears in contributions, inability to fulfil certain donor 
conditions, management problems and, in particular, poor security. Several 
military and political crises had destroyed the gains made in agricultural 
development and had discouraged IFAD and other partners from supporting 
rural producers. Recently, however, discussions had been held among all 
players at the national level, including the rebel groups, and peace and 
security were returning to the country.  

184. Although conditions in his country were favourable for agriculture and 80 per 
cent of the working population were engaged in agricultural and livestock 
rearing activities, only 1 per cent of the country was under cultivation. 
Furthermore, most farmers practised subsistence farming only, and the 
massive rural exodus of young people had led to a diminishing workforce and 
no renewal of the rural population. The Government and the private sector 
thus faced an immense challenge: to create an environment conducive to 
improved agricultural performance, especially among smallholder farmers. His 
country needed the assistance of the donor community, including IFAD, in 
order to assist the Government in its efforts to restore and stimulate 
agriculture and animal husbandry. He thanked IFAD for giving him the 
opportunity to resume negotiations, which he hoped would be successful. He 
expressed his appreciation to the outgoing President and extended his best 
wishes to the President-elect. 

185. Mr CHAM (The Gambia) congratulated the newly elected President and paid 
tribute to Mr Båge for his outstanding leadership. In The Gambia, the 
contribution of the agricultural sector to total employment and to exports was 
declining, mainly on account of adverse climatic conditions, poor soil fertility, 
inadequate credit facilities, lower international primary commodity prices and 
inadequate institutional support services for the sector. Agriculture had been 
identified as one of the three key sectors in the Second Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Paper and the Government was finalizing a comprehensive 
agriculture and natural resources policy, with the objectives of reducing rural 
poverty and improving food security through increased production and 
productivity. Emphasis was placed on private sector participation and 
diversification of the production base. Sector-wide constraints would be 
addressed through public-private partnerships. It was hoped that agricultural 
diversification would decrease dependence on groundnuts. Development of 
microfinancing remained a high priority, for which IFAD’s continued support 
was essential.  

186. IFAD-funded projects in The Gambia increasingly involved the participation of 
the rural poor in planning and implementation. A number of innovative pilot 
operations had been initiated, including village-based savings and credit 
associations, access and water management in swamplands and community 
self-help groups, which had been used as models for larger projects. Since 
1982, IFAD-funded projects had directly benefited over 70,000 households, 
and the Fund continued to assist in strengthening farmers’ and community 
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organizations, attracting cofinancing and forming partnerships with donors, 
the Government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society. 
The Government had recently undertaken institutional reform, with the 
establishment of regional agricultural directorates. 

187. Mr CHEHEM (Djibouti) congratulated Mr Nwanze on his election to the 
Presidency of IFAD and paid tribute to Mr Båge for the way in which he had 
guided IFAD during his term of office. Djibouti was committed to settling 
differences through dialogue. Although the Horn of Africa continued to be the 
most troubled region of the continent, he was convinced that its leaders would 
be able to restore peace and stability, which were essential for sustainable 
development. IFAD had been active in combating poverty in the region and 
was now the key United Nations organization with respect to agricultural 
development and food production. The cooperation established between IFAD, 
FAO and WFP was commendable, the High-Level Conference on World Food 
Security being but one example. In order to address food insecurity, soaring 
food prices and climate change in the context of the present crisis, it was 
necessary to learn from past lessons and give priority to concerted action, 
solidarity and shared responsibility.  

188. He expressed gratitude to IFAD for the sustained assistance it had provided to 
his country. He congratulated the incoming President and wished the outgoing 
President every success in his future endeavours. 

189. Mr BARBOSA (Cape Verde) welcomed the Marshall Islands as a new member 
of IFAD. He thanked Mr Båge for his visionary leadership and for the reforms 
he had instituted, which had increased the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
organization even at a time of global change and crisis. He welcomed the 
transparent process by which the new President had been elected. He was 
particularly pleased that the new President was someone who represented the 
new Africa, which was striving to regain its rightful place in the global 
community.  

190. The work of IFAD and its partners had had an enormous impact on the lives of 
millions of people, although much remained to be done in order to attain the 
MDG of reducing by half the number of people who suffered from poverty and 
hunger by the year 2015. The IFAD strategy of concentrating its activities in 
poor rural communities was the best approach to combating the economic 
recession, volatile food and fuel prices and the catastrophic effects of climate 
change. He hoped that IFAD would pursue the reform process under the new 
leadership and that it would strengthen its links with other United Nations 
organizations, particularly the Rome-based organizations, and also with 
international financing institutions, NGOs, governments and the communities 
involved. He thanked IFAD for its cooperation with Cape Verde and, as one of 
the “One United Nations” pilot countries, saw IFAD’s work within the 
framework of that initiative and therefore supported the proposal by others 
that the Fund should enhance its country presence. He hoped that under the 
new leadership IFAD would continue to strengthen cooperation with the 
Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries.  

191. Mr SESAY (Sierra Leone) said that 70 per cent of people in his country, in 
particular those living below the poverty line, had been badly affected by the 
food crisis. A national agricultural programme had been developed in 
response, comprising two components: social protection and a tariff reduction 
on food imports. Also in place was an integrated package designed to boost 
domestic production, for which farmer-based organizations had been 
mobilized. Further elements of that package included a tractorization scheme 
and improved seed supplies. Among the lessons learnt was that partner 
confidence developed through dialogue with sector stakeholders, with the 
result that donor resources had been entrusted to a mutually agreed partner. 
The usual conditions for access to those resources had, moreover, been 
relaxed. 
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192. Agriculture had been declared a priority, with a significant increase in funding, 
and a presidential task force on agriculture had been established to include all 
stakeholders. Incentives to promote private-sector investment in agriculture 
had also been introduced, along with policies to ensure that land used for food 
production was not targeted for bioenergy purposes. Agriculture was seen as 
the engine for socio-economic growth and development through 
commercialization, the objectives of which included higher productivity, 
effective resource management and improved research and extension delivery 
services. In conclusion, he expressed gratitude to Mr Båge for IFAD’s support 
to Sierra Leone during its times of difficulty and congratulated the incoming 
President, who was well qualified to steer IFAD with great success. 

193. Mr SALL (Senegal) said that, in common with most developing countries, 
Senegal had been severely affected by the recent global crisis in agriculture. 
National resources had therefore been mobilized to fund a major agricultural 
programme designed to overcome the challenge of food sovereignty, eliminate 
shortages and ensure ample productivity, with remarkable results. The area of 
cultivated land, for instance, had increased by 35 per cent and cereal harvests 
by 136 per cent, thereby demonstrating that voluntary action combined with 
pragmatism was a recipe for success.  

194. The programme had been implemented without assistance from development 
partners simply because the traditional approach did not allow for rapid 
intervention. He therefore called for a review of that approach through the 
optimization of conditions to ensure that producers benefited from any 
windows of opportunity to improve production and marketing. It was also vital 
to address the issue of safety of domestic produce from smallholdings, 
bearing in mind the potential implications of pesticide use. IFAD’s cooperation 
with Senegal was highly appreciated. Lastly, he paid tribute to the outgoing 
President for his competent leadership of IFAD and warmly congratulated the 
incoming President, to whom he wished every success in his new mission. 

195. Ms MORRIS (United States) saluted the accomplishments of the outgoing 
President of IFAD and welcomed its next leader. IFAD was now in a period of 
transition at a time when the importance of agriculture to development had 
also returned to centre stage, given the adverse impact of price shocks and 
the global economic and financial crisis on the world's poorest. Her country 
continued to be a strong supporter of IFAD, as reflected in its pledge to the 
Eighth Replenishment, which had increased by 67 per cent to US$90 million. 
She commended IFAD staff and President Båge in particular for their 
dedication to the significant reform efforts focused on high performance 
standards, rigorous evaluation systems and measurable results, which had 
increased the Fund’s relevance and effectiveness. 

196. It was now time to embed that reform agenda into the Fund's culture and 
additionally pursue new reforms. Efforts should also be redoubled to ensure 
project sustainability and to strengthen IFAD's role as an innovator, as well as 
its emerging results-oriented culture. Progress on human resources reform 
was another must, particularly in terms of aligning staff incentives with 
institutional performance and results. IFAD should furthermore increase its 
focus on the poorest, most agriculturally dependent countries to help them 
achieve a revolution in agricultural productivity and improve food security, 
thereby addressing some of the root causes of vulnerability to food crises. 
President Båge had left an impressive legacy, having made a real difference in 
the lives of the rural poor. She was confident that the next President would 
carry such reforms forward to continue IFAD’s achievement of lasting results 
on the ground by strengthening its comparative advantage, namely its 
innovative projects. 

197. Ms TUMUSIIME (African Union Commission) paid tribute to Mr Båge for his 
dedication to the promotion of food security, rural development and poverty 
reduction in Africa. Indeed, the African Union Commission, like many African 
Member States, was very appreciative in general of the constructive 
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collaboration established with IFAD, in particular its support of the African 
Union’s Pan African Land Policy Framework and its guidelines on the African 
Farmers’ Forum. She also congratulated the incoming President on his 
election; he could count on the Commission’s full support. 

198. The Commission hoped that the collaboration with IFAD and other 
development partners in tackling short- and medium-term challenges would 
be extended to long-term policies and programmes, especially in the 
framework of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP) adopted at Maputo in 2003. The solution to the problems lay in 
reviving the implementation of the four pillars of that Programme: extending 
the area under sustainable land and water management; improving rural 
infrastructure and market access; increasing the food supply and improving 
risk management and crisis response; and improving agricultural research and 
the adoption of technology. It had been decided that the theme of the next 
summit meeting of the African Union, in July 2009, would be “Investing in 
agriculture for economic growth and food security”. The summit meeting 
would be preceded by meetings of the Agriculture Ministers of African States 
and of the CAADP Partnership Platform. All those arrangements were part of 
the process of reviving African agriculture and keeping it high on the global 
agenda alongside the issue of food security. The Commission looked forward 
to the continuing support of Africa’s international partners for the 
implementation of the CAADP agenda. 

REPORT ON THE SEVENTH REPLENISHMENT OF IFAD’S 
RESOURCES (agenda item 7) (GC 32/L.4) 

199. Ms MABUTAS (Assistant President, Finance and Administration Department 
of IFAD), said that the report on the status of contributions to the Seventh 
Replenishment of IFAD’s resources provided the status of contributions as at 
31 December 2008. Since the date of the report, further pledges and 
payments had been received from Belgium, Germany, India, Kenya, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Qatar and the United States. 
Total pledges now amounted to the equivalent of US$646 million, or 90 per 
cent of the Seventh Replenishment target. Instruments of contribution had 
been deposited in an amount equivalent to US$563 million, or 92 per cent of 
the total amount pledged. Payments received now totalled US$478 million, or 
74 per cent of the amount pledged. Member States were requested to take 
the necessary steps for the timely completion of their payments. 

200. The Governing Council took note of the report on the Seventh 
Replenishment of IFAD’s resources. 

EIGHTH REPLENISHMENT OF IFAD’S RESOURCES (agenda item 
8) (GC 32/L.5 and Add.1) 

201. The CHAIRPERSON drew attention to the documents on the item and noted 
that the attachment to the resolution listing the pledges to the Eighth 
Replenishment would be further updated as additional pledges were 
announced. 

202. Mr WYATT (Assistant President, External Affairs Department of IFAD) said 
that, by Resolution 147/XXXI, the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment 
of IFAD’s resources was established and had met five times in 2008; at its 
fifth meeting it had approved its report and a recommendation that the 
Governing Council should adopt the draft resolution on the Eighth 
Replenishment contained in annex IV of the report. 

203. Recognizing the significant role which IFAD could play in helping poor rural 
people to increase their agricultural productivity and incomes, the 
Consultation had agreed on a total target for the programme of work of 
US$3.0 billion for the Eighth Replenishment period (2010-2012). Together 
with cofinancing, that investment would generate concrete economic 
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opportunities for about 60 million poor rural women and men. The 
Consultation had further agreed that contributions of US$1.2 billion would be 
needed from Member States to finance the proposed work programme and 
had set that amount as the target. US$1.2 billion represented a record 
increase of 67 per cent over the target for the Seventh Replenishment. It had 
also been agreed that there should be a mid-term review of the Eighth 
Replenishment to allow Member States to monitor progress and provide 
further guidance. The report before the Council also gave guidance on many 
specific issues. He encouraged those Member States that could not announce 
their exact pledges at present to follow the example of the many countries 
which had substantially increased their pledges and to make an 
announcement as soon as possible. 

204. Mr ABDELFETTAH (Algeria) announced that, notwithstanding the current 
crisis, Algeria had decided, as a token of its belief in IFAD’s mission, to pledge 
US$10 million to the Eighth Replenishment, a substantial increase over its 
contribution of US$1.1 million to the Seventh Replenishment.  

205. The Governing Council adopted resolution 154/XXXII on the Eighth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s resources 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF IFAD FOR 2007 (agenda 
item 9) (GC 32/L.6) 

206. The CHAIRPERSON recalled that, at its ninety-third session in April 2008, 
the Executive Board had reviewed the audited financial statements and 
recommended that they be submitted to the Governing Council for approval.  

207. Ms MABUTAS (Assistant President, Finance and Administration Department 
of IFAD) said that the audited consolidated financial statements of IFAD as at 
31 December 2007 were provided in document GC 32/L.6. In the opinion of 
the external auditors the financial statements gave a “true and fair view of the 
consolidated financial position of the … [Fund] … and the results of its 
operations and its cash flows … in accordance with international financial 
reporting standards”. The statements had also been reviewed by the Audit 
Committee and endorsed by the Executive Board at its ninety-third session in 
April 2008. The formal approval of the Council was now being sought. 

208. The CHAIRPERSON invited the Council to approve the financial statements 
showing the financial position of IFAD as at 31 December 2007 and the results 
of its operations for the year ended on that date, as contained in appendices A 
to J inclusive of document GC 32/L.6 and the report of the external auditor 
thereon. 

209. It was so decided. 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CAPITAL BUDGETS OF IFAD AND ITS 
OFFICE OF EVALUATION FOR 2009 (agenda item 10) 
(GC 32/L.7) 

210. The CHAIRPERSON said that, at its ninety-fifth session, the Executive Board 
had reviewed the proposed budgets for the Fund and its Office of Evaluation 
and had recommended that they be put before the Governing Council for its 
approval. 

211. Ms MABUTAS (Assistant President, Finance and Administration Department 
of IFAD) said that IFAD’s programme of work, Programme Development 
Financing Facility (PDFF) and administrative and capital budgets reflected the 
commitment of the Fund to increase the programme of work to expand its 
development impact, to strengthen the operational aspects of its work in 
order to enhance its development effectiveness, to increase administrative 
efficiency and to invest in the long-term capacity of the Fund to provide 
effective development support on a value-for-money basis.  
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212. The document took into account the anticipated effects of exchange rate 
fluctuations as agreed by the Executive Board in December 2008. The 
principal aspects were: maintenance of the 10 per cent average rate of 
growth in the programme of work; a real increase of 5.1 per cent in the PDFF 
to cover expansion of the programme of work and preparation for its further 
expansion in the Eighth Replenishment period; a real reduction of 0.9 per cent 
in the administrative budget, and a further increase in efficiency measured as 
the ratio of operational to administrative costs. In effect, IFAD was proposing 
to manage a 10 per cent increase in the programme of work with only a 
1.1 per cent increase in the total administrative budget and PDFF. 

213. A modest capital budget of US$4.08 million was being proposed for improving 
the efficiency and effectiveness of administration and operations 
management, principally for IFAD’s information technology platform and the 
new service model. The costs of goods and services procured under that 
budget would be amortized in future administrative budgets. The inclusion of 
a provision of US$125,000 for depreciation had been made. The application of 
capital budget and of depreciation reflected IFAD’s strategy not to remove 
capital costs from the budget but to spread them out within its regular 
budgets over the depreciation period of the assets involved. 

214. IFAD operated on the basis of results-based budgeting. The programme of 
work, the budget for 2009 and the Report on IFAD’s Development 
Effectiveness (RIDE) all showed that the Fund’s resources were being 
managed more effectively and efficiently and that the impact of its activities 
was improving. 

215. Mr LAVIZZARI (Director, Office of Evaluation of IFAD) said that as agreed by 
the Executive Board in December 2007, his Office had for the first time 
prepared a three-year rolling work programme. The four main priority areas 
for 2009-2011 were the same as in the past, and the specific activities in each 
of those areas were listed in annexes 20 and 21 of document GC 32/L.7.  

216. In 2009, the Office of Evaluation would complete the joint evaluation 
undertaken with the African Development Bank and the evaluation of IFAD’s 
capacity to promote pro-poor innovations for rural poverty reduction. It would 
also start evaluating IFAD’s approaches and results in promoting gender 
equity and women’s empowerment. The Office would prepare the seventh 
edition of the Annual Report on the Results and Impact of IFAD Operations. It 
would introduce measures to enhance the effectiveness and quality of its work 
in 2009, including a results measurement framework, use of senior 
independent advisers for all key evaluations, deployment of the new 
evaluation manual and internal peer reviews of all evaluations in order to 
minimize inter-evaluator variation and enhance the quality of the work. An 
external peer review of the Office of Evaluation would be undertaken in the 
framework of the Evaluation Cooperation Group of the multilateral 
development banks. 

217. The budget required to implement the 2009 work programme of the Office 
was US$5.85 million. In addition, US$300,000 would be needed for the 
external peer review, which had been introduced as a one-time cost below the 
line. 

218. The Governing Council adopted resolution 155/XXXII on the 
administrative and capital budgets of IFAD and its Office of Evaluation 
for 2009.  

PROPOSAL FOR A VOLUNTARY SEPARATION PROGRAMME 
(agenda item 11) (GC 32/L.8 and Add.1) 

219. The CHAIRPERSON recalled that, at its ninety-fifth session, the Executive 
Board had recommended that the proposal be put before the Governing 
Council for its approval.  
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220. Ms MABUTAS (Assistant President, Finance and Administration Department 
of IFAD) said that IFAD was changing to meet the challenges of an expanded 
programme of work delivered with an operating model in which the focus was 
on country-led, directly supervised projects and programmes. IFAD would 
need a flexible, mobile workforce with the capacity to learn and respond to 
the changing environment. IFAD had a low natural turnover; voluntary 
separation would accelerate the turnover and redress mismatches between 
skills, mobility and personal motivation. It was proposed that a voluntary 
separation programme be funded with IFAD’s regular resources. 

221. Voluntary separation would occur when a contractual employment relationship 
was ended by mutual agreement. There would be no entitlement to voluntary 
separation: staff could volunteer, and IFAD would decide whether to agree to 
or reject separation. If there was agreement, IFAD would make a payment 
calculated on the basis of length of service and contract type. General service 
and professional staff with four or more years of service and who were on 
continuous and fixed-term contracts would be eligible to apply for voluntary 
separation. Staff on loan or seconded to IFAD, short-term contract holders 
and consultants would be excluded. 

222. A budget sufficient to fund 45-50 voluntary separations was being sought for 
2009-2010, corresponding to 10-12 per cent of IFAD staff. The maximum cost 
of the programme would be US$5.5 million, to be authorized by the Council 
for 2009-2010 from IFAD’s regular resources and calculated on the basis of 
separations involving 30 general service and 20 professional staff at mid-
grade level. The amount included an allocation of US$100,000 which would be 
available to the Director of the Human Resources Division to provide 
additional support at key stages of the programme, including career and 
outplacement counselling. Expenditures under the programme would be 
accounted for under a separate special programme line in IFAD’s year-end 
statement of expenditure. 

223. The Governing Council adopted resolution 156/XXXII on a special 
expenditure for the voluntary separation programme for IFAD for 
2009-2010.  

ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND ALTERNATE MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD (agenda item 12) (GC 32/L.9 and Add.1) 

224. The CHAIRPERSON said that the term of office of the current membership of 
the Executive Board expired at the end of the present session of the 
Governing Council. Schedule II of the Agreement Establishing IFAD provided 
that 18 new members and 18 new alternate members should be elected or 
appointed: eight members and eight alternate members from List A; four 
members and four alternate members from List B; and six members and six 
alternate members from List C. A list of the Member States against which an 
accounting provision existed under Rule 40.1 of the Rules of Procedure had 
been attached to document GC 32/L.9. There had since been no changes to 
that list. The composition of the Executive Board proposed by the Convenors 
of the three Lists was set out in document GC 32/L.9/Add.1. 

225. For List A the following countries had been selected as members: Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United 
States; and the following as alternate members: Ireland, Belgium, 
Switzerland (as alternate to Germany for the first two years of the term, to be 
replaced by Luxembourg for 2011), Austria, Denmark, Norway, the 
Netherlands and Spain. It was further proposed that the Council should 
appoint the Netherlands as member and the United Kingdom as alternate 
member for 2011. 

226. For List B the following countries had been selected as members: Kuwait, 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela (the Bolivarian Republic of); and the 
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United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Indonesia and Algeria respectively as alternate 
members. 

227. There were three sub-listings within List C. For sub-List C1 (Africa) Burkina 
Faso and Cameroon had been selected as members and Angola and Egypt 
respectively as alternate members; for sub-List C2 (Europe, Asia and the 
Pacific) China and India had been selected as members and, as alternate 
members, Turkey for 2009 as alternate to China (to be replaced by Pakistan 
for 2010 and Bangladesh for 2011) and the Republic of Korea as alternate to 
India (to be replaced by Afghanistan for 2010 and Cyprus for 2011). For sub-
List C3 (Latin America and the Caribbean) Brazil and Mexico had been 
selected as members and Argentina and Guatemala respectively as alternate 
members. 

228. There being no objections, the Chairperson declared those members and 
alternate members elected to the Executive Board. 

229. The Governing Council approved the elections. 

230. The CHAIRPERSON suggested that the final report record the Council’s 
decision, for List A, to appoint the Netherlands as member and the United 
Kingdom as alternate member for the last year of the term of office. It should 
further record that the Council had decided to approve the agreements 
reached on the exchange of seats between Switzerland and Luxembourg in 
List A and between the countries in sub-List C2, to become effective on the 
last day of February of the years in question, and that no further endorsement 
by the Council was required. 

SPECIAL EXPENDITURE FOR IFAD’S NEW HEADQUARTERS 
(agenda item 14) (GC 32/L.11) 

231. The CHAIRPERSON drew attention to the final report on the special 
expenditure for IFAD’s new headquarters (GC 32/L.11). 

232. The Governing Council took note of the final report on the special expenditure 
for IFAD’s new headquarters. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE GLOBAL MECHANISM OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION 
(agenda item 16) (GC 32/L.13) 

233. The CHAIRPERSON, recalling the yearly updates on the operational strategy 
and activities of the Global Mechanism, drew attention to the progress report 
on the Global Mechanism’s activities in 2008. 

234. The Governing Council took note of the progress report on the Global 
Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought 
and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PERFORMANCE-BASED ALLOCATION SYSTEM (agenda item 15) 
(GC 32/L.12/Rev.1)  

235. Mr CLEAVER (Assistant President, Programme Management Department of 
IFAD), introducing the progress report, said that the PBAS continued to be 
applied to all loans and country-specific grants presented to the Executive 
Board for approval. All such loans and grants presented in 2008 were within 
each country’s PBAS allocation. In terms of the overall programme of work, it 
was estimated that 96 per cent of the resources available from IFAD for 
commitment to countries had been allocated according to the PBAS 
guidelines, while the remaining 4 per cent had been allocated for global and 
regional grants. 
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236. The 2008 country scores reflected updated performance data – both portfolio 
and rural sector performance – for each country, as well as rural population 
figures and gross per capita national income. The updated data were also 
reflected in the final 2008 country scores and 2009 country allocations, which 
included any unused resources redistributed through the PBA system. As 
requested by the Council, the report included a comparative table of the 
performance-based allocation systems used by seven major international 
institutions, including IFAD: it would be noted that the differences were minor. 

237. The Governing Council took note of the progress report on 
implementation of the performance-based allocation system. 

OTHER BUSINESS (agenda item 17) 

238. No matters were raised under item 17. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS (agenda item 6, continued)  

239. Mr DRABO (Mali) commended the achievements of the outgoing President, 
who had, inter alia, attracted unprecedented levels of resources, introduced 
extensive reforms and advocated effectively in favour of the rural poor. With 
its largely rural population, Mali had a high incidence of poverty affecting 
smallholders in particular. Agricultural development was therefore seen as the 
engine of growth, with the emphasis on family agriculture. To that end, 
however, it was essential to overcome such impediments as poor know-how 
and lack of access to financing, markets and quality inputs. In line with new 
legislation, various programmes had been introduced to provide support to 
farmers’ organizations, boost competitiveness and crop diversification, build 
infrastructure, and attract investment in the sector. In that context, the theme 
of the current session was highly relevant. 

240. Attainment of the MDGs was threatened by a number of factors, including the 
global financial crisis, food price volatility and climate change. Unfailing 
political commitment was therefore vital to surmounting the difficulties facing 
small producers, and in that connection a highly successful rice initiative had 
been implemented in Mali with government backing. Rural living conditions 
had also been improved through IFAD-supported projects, and a rural 
microfinance programme was currently in preparation. In conclusion, he 
confirmed that Mali’s contribution to the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s 
resources would remain at the same level as its contribution to the Seventh 
Replenishment and he warmly congratulated the new President of IFAD on his 
election. 

241. Mr PARASURAM (India) said that the President-elect could be assured of his 
country’s continuing association with and commitment to IFAD, with which its 
partnership had broadened in scope and dimension under the leadership of 
Mr Båge. Given the new strategic depth of that partnership, which was a 
mutually rewarding experience, IFAD projects in India were seen not merely 
as a source of funding but also as a laboratory for innovative ideas aimed at 
helping people overcome poverty. He complimented Mr Båge for his 
exemplary leadership and expressed appreciation for his contribution to the 
Indian partnership with IFAD.  

242. Welcoming the satisfactory outcome of the Eighth Replenishment, he 
highlighted the increase in India's pledge from US$17 million to US$25 
million. India further demonstrated its commitment to rural development by 
investing US$132 for every US$100 invested by IFAD in its projects in India. 
Given the significant increase in pledges, IFAD’s work programme for 2010-
2012 provided an unprecedented opportunity for expansion of its activities. 
Its success would be measured, however, through the number of people 
helped to achieve sustainable livelihoods. In order to use available resources 
to the full, the emphasis should be on testing new ideas and promoting those 
that worked. Projects should be designed and evaluated for their ability to be 
replicated and scaled up. IFAD should also continue to upgrade the skills of its 
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staff and its organizational capability to meet new challenges. It should also 
firm up its policy on country presence and hands-on implementation of its 
projects. 

243. Mr DJUMALIEV (Kyrgyzstan) congratulated the newly elected President and 
wished him every success in achieving IFAD’s goals. He welcomed the 
Marshall Islands to IFAD membership. His Government fully supported IFAD’s 
mandate, noting in particular IFAD's important role in the context of the first 
of the MDGs, namely the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger.  

244. Highlighting the forthcoming International Day of Social Justice, he further 
observed that peace and security were preconditions for the achievement of 
such justice and of social development, which were in turn dependent on 
steady and wide-scale economic growth. In that context, globalization and 
interdependence in trade and investment, as well as achievements in 
technology, opened up new possibilities for such growth and for improved 
living standards worldwide. Serious problems nevertheless remained, 
including financial crises, poverty, marginalization and social inequality, posing 
considerable obstacles with regard to the full participation and integration of 
developing countries – and indeed some countries in transition – into the 
global economy. It was therefore essential to increase international efforts to 
alleviate poverty and to work for full and dignified employment, gender 
equality and access to social welfare and justice for all. Given the collective 
responsibility for establishing the principles of human dignity, justice and 
equality at the global level, he welcomed IFAD’s policy of focusing on the 
maintenance of those principles. 

245. Mr NAKARA (Kiribati) thanked IFAD for its assistance. A project for 
mainstreaming rural development initiatives had resulted in sustainable 
livelihoods in a number of communities in the outer islands. In addition, an 
agricultural centre of excellence to help atoll nations in the Pacific region 
overcome rural poverty had been established with the financial and technical 
help of IFAD, through the Secretariat of Pacific Communities, and it had now 
begun serving low-lying atoll countries, including Kiribati. He asked the 
Council to consider augmenting the services of the centre in Kiribati to include 
training, marketing and business research and services. He looked forward to 
receiving the conclusions of a scoping mission that had been sent to Kiribati in 
June 2008 to identify areas in which IFAD’s assistance was needed. His 
country was also awaiting implementation of the food security and sustainable 
livelihoods programme coordinated by FAO, of which IFAD was part. 

246. His country was trying to address the multiple challenges of soaring food 
prices, climate change and a stressed economy. It could not do so alone, 
however, and he asked IFAD to enhance its existing programmes in his 
country and institute further interventions to help rural communities. He 
commended Mr Båge and all the staff of IFAD for their performance in 2008, 
particularly in respect of operations in the countries of Asia and the Pacific. He 
welcomed the President-elect, Mr Nwanze, and assured IFAD of Kiribati’s 
continued cooperation. 

247. Ms ABDELKADER (Chad) joined the representatives of other Member States 
in thanking the outgoing President and his team and congratulating the 
President-elect, Mr Nwanze, on his election. The theme chosen for the 
Governing Council session was particularly welcome, given the current global 
crises and their implications for the rural poor. Chad was grateful to the Fund 
for having financed four major projects for combating poverty and ensuring 
food security. As a land-locked country in the Sahel region, Chad was exposed 
to recurrent unpredictable climatic conditions which jeopardized agricultural 
development, thus worsening the already precarious situation of the rural 
population. Although rural people played an important economic role, their 
extreme poverty had a negative effect on the overall economic situation of the 
country. Food security was the key to poverty reduction. 
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248. IFAD would not be able to meet its objectives without sufficient resources. Her 
Government firmly supported IFAD; it would not only honour its previous 
commitment but would make a further commitment to the Eighth 
Replenishment, according to its means. 

249. Mr KIOME (Kenya) commended the outgoing President for leading the 
organization through difficult times and through reforms that had prepared 
the Fund to take on new challenges. IFAD had contributed significantly to 
development in many countries, including his own, helping people to improve 
food security, incomes and livelihoods. Through those programmes, his 
Government had set up partnerships with farmers, financial institutions and 
NGOs.  

250. Nevertheless, he joined previous speakers in pointing out that the time had 
come to move from top-down policies to action consistent with the real 
situation on the ground with regard to farms and farmers. Although reforms 
had been introduced, the prevailing institutions and systems were those that 
had been established 40 years previously, yet the challenges were now 
completely different in terms of demography, science, technology, economy 
and social setting. Policies should be re-examined to see how inclusive they 
were. Furthermore, the international indicators of success in achieving the 
MDGs were wanting. The number of people living below the absolute poverty 
line or who went hungry had increased, and investment in agricultural 
development had been declining, indicating that the problems of food 
insecurity and poverty were not being overcome. The path to success had not 
yet been found, and IFAD should seize the opportunity to find it. 

251. He wished the newly elected President success in facing the new challenges of 
IFAD and in reversing the trend in the numbers of poor and hungry people by 
investing in support for agricultural development. Kenya pledged its full 
support in that respect.  

252. Mr OTHMAN ABAZA (Egypt) expressed gratitude to the outgoing President 
for his prudent leadership of the Fund and pledged support to the new 
President, whom he congratulated on his election. The effects of the current 
food crisis had been further exacerbated by the global financial crisis, 
deepening rural poverty and threatening the progress achieved towards its 
eradication, as well as attainment of the MDGs. Investment in the vital 
agricultural sector should therefore be increased as a matter of priority, as 
should official development assistance for agriculture, with particular focus on 
the challenges facing smallholders. Indeed, it was internationally recognized 
that such measures were the only way out of the food crisis, and in that 
context the Comprehensive Framework for Action elaborated by the High-level 
Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis set forth various options that 
would contribute to longer-term food security.  Constructive ideas on the 
same topic had also emerged from the High-level Meeting on Food Security 
for All, held in Madrid in January 2009. 

253. As corroborated by the most recent independent evaluation, IFAD's 
performance had markedly improved. Coupled with the accompanying growth 
in its lending programme, that factor had strengthened its capacity to help 
smallholders increase their productivity and incomes. In that context, he 
welcomed the outcome of the Eighth Replenishment, to which Egypt would 
contribute US$3 million, despite its own financial difficulties. Egypt's own rural 
development had progressed as a result of various IFAD projects implemented 
over a 25-year period of fruitful cooperation, which was set to continue; Egypt 
had recently requested funding for a new irrigation project with a view to the 
reclamation of more desert areas for arable use in order to meet the target of 
3.4 million feddans of new land.  

254. Mr BELLORÍN (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela) congratulated Mr Nwanze 
on his election, assuring him of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela’s 
continued support for IFAD, and commended Mr Båge on his excellent 
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management of IFAD during his term of office. In order to take up the main 
challenges in reinvigorating agriculture as the key tool in combating hunger 
and poverty, the Fund must focus on introducing technical innovations in 
agricultural production, improving the Fund’s organizational and management 
structures and programme execution, expanding access to financial support, 
and facilitating the supply of inputs, seeds and technology. Initiatives in those 
areas must be backed by two kinds of structural change in the Member States 
to allow IFAD to achieve its fundamental objective of enabling poor rural 
people to overcome poverty. 

255. The first concerned the environment: there was a direct link between the 
indiscriminate exploitation of natural resources and desertification, global 
warming and climate change, but little was done to check such exploitation, 
which worked against the efforts to tackle rural poverty. The second 
concerned the democratization of access to land: effective action must be 
taken against the concentration of large areas of land in a few hands, in order 
to enable millions of farmers throughout the world to produce food. Access to 
land by the rural poor was in fact an essential condition of the effectiveness of 
IFAD’s policies. It must also be remembered that efforts to boost production 
could be undermined by protectionist policies and tariff barriers. The time had 
come to revive the struggle of rural dwellers for authentic agrarian reform 
leading to sustainable agricultural development based on the conservation of 
biodiversity. 

REPORT ON THE ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSIONS 

256. Mr WYATT (Assistant President, External Affairs Department of IFAD) 
summarized the outcome of the three round-table discussions, which had 
been held in Rome on 18 February 2009 in conjunction with the thirty-second 
session of the Governing Council. The full text of his statement is reproduced 
in chapter 4.  

257. Mr Ruma (Nigeria) took the Chair. 

CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

258. The CHAIRPERSON made a closing statement, the full text of which is 
reproduced in chapter 4. 

259. He declared the thirty-second session of the Governing Council closed. 

260. The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 
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Chapter 3 

B. Round-table discussions 

261. The number of poor and hungry people has been increasing in 2008, and the 
world now faces a major economic downturn. Climate change, growing 
competition for land and price volatility for food and inputs are having a 
negative impact on rural women and men in developing countries and 
particularly on the poorer and most vulnerable households. 

262. At the same time, all over the world, family farmers, local communities, 
private enterprises, governments and development partners are bringing new 
responses to these challenges and new reasons to believe in a future without 
hunger and poverty.  

263. IFAD, in preparation for the publication of its Rural Poverty Report later in 
2009, held three round-table discussions on the challenges and opportunities 
for smallholder agriculture, at its Governing Council on Wednesday, 
18 February 2009. 

264. The discussions focussed on identifying policies and strategies that could be 
applied at national levels to ensure that the needs of smallholder agriculture 
are met.  

265. The research and technology needed to advance smallholder agriculture were 
also discussed.  

Round table 1: Food price volatility: How to help smallholder farmers 
manage risk and uncertainty 

266. The purpose of this round table was to share experience and knowledge about 
effective measures to reduce risks associated with price volatility, so as to 
encourage investment by smallholder farmers. 

267. Following a period of soaring prices for virtually all agricultural commodities, 
prices for many of them have fallen dramatically since August 2008 although 
they remain at relatively high levels compared to previous years. Commercial 
grain producers responded to the higher prices by boosting production. But 
the situation in many developing countries is quite different. If Brazil, China 
and India are excluded, cereal production in developing countries actually fell 
by 1.6 per cent between 2007 and 2008.  

268. The limited capacity of resource-poor farmers to respond quickly to price 
incentives, combined with price volatility and higher costs for inputs, poses a 
great challenge to rural women and men as they struggle to feed their 
families and make agricultural production a more profitable enterprise. 

269. Price volatility may continue in the future, since climate change is likely to 
increase the level of uncertainty regarding food production, especially in 
lower-latitude regions. The prospect of ongoing food price volatility is likely to 
discourage smallholder farmers from making essential agricultural 
investments, particularly since they are already squeezed by the increased 
cost of inputs such as fertilizers and by higher transport costs. The world 
population is projected to grow from 6.6 billion in 2007 to nearly 9.2 billion by 
2050, with consequences that will affect demand for food and agro-fuels. 
Thus it is critical to generate adequate policies to encourage investments and 
increase agricultural productivity, particularly among smallholder farmers.  
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270. Innovative solutions are needed at all levels to mitigate the impact of price 
volatility on small-scale agricultural producers and enable them to respond to 
the growing demand for food, feed and fuel. 

271. The questions that guided the round-table discussions were: 

(a) How have volatile international food prices been transmitted to domestic 
markets and to smallholder farmers over the past two years?  

(b) How is price volatility affecting the investment decisions of rural 
producers, and what is the impact on household food security? 

(c) What successful measures have been taken by governments, farmers’ 
organizations and the private sector to reduce price volatility on 
domestic markets or to reduce its negative effects on producers and 
trigger investments by smallholder farmers?  

272. The outcomes of the deliberations were: 

(a) High volatility of food prices is a major risk factor for poor consumers 
and for food deficit countries. It is also a major obstacle to agriculture 
development and investment. Smallholder farmers with no access to 
storage facilities and financial services are particularly vulnerable.    

(b) National and regional agriculture policies must be at the centre of rural 
development and poverty reduction strategies. These policies should aim 
to: (i) reduce the volatility of agricultural prices; and (ii) mitigating the 
impact of price volatility (e.g. through security stocks, insurance 
schemes, food safety nets) on resource-poor rural people, particularly 
women. 

(c) In this regard the development and strengthening of farmers’ and 
producers’ organizations are essential for them to be able to participate 
effectively in policy making. 

(d) There is need to establish  constructive linkages between all 
stakeholders involved in the value chain (at production, marketing, 
processing and export levels) in order to reduce uncertainty and 
improve market price information and predictability. 

(e) International policy frameworks for agriculture markets and trade should 
be more conducive to the development and implementation of national 
agriculture policies that respond to the needs of food producers and 
smallholder farmers in particular. 

(f) Modern policies must build upon the lessons learned from past success 
and failures in government intervention in agricultural and food markets. 
Particular attention should be given to sustainability. 

(g) Public policy aiming at market regulation must also bear in mind 
significant new developments such as the linkage between the food and 
energy markets, and the environmental consequences of climate 
change. 

(h) Significantly, more investments are needed in agriculture – and 
especially small-holder agriculture. 

(i) The world’s 500,000 smallholder farmers can make an even bigger 
contribution to food security.  
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Round table 2: The growing demand for land: Risks and opportunities for 
smallholder farmers 

273. The purpose of the round table was to explore the risks, opportunities and 
policy requirements arising from the increasing demand for land for 
commercial farming and the impact it may have on poor rural people, 
particularly smallholder farmers and pastoralists. 

274. In recent years, there has been a rapid increase in demand among foreign 
and domestic investors for land in rural areas of developing countries. The 
scale and nature of this demand is not yet fully understood. Initially, demand 
for land among both public and private investors was for cash crops 
production. With the energy crisis, large-scale plantation of agro-fuels has 
become attractive. Most recently, the food and financial crises have spurred 
an interest, on the part of rich or transition countries dependent on food 
imports, in investing in foreign farmland for food production to guarantee the 
food security of their populations. And food cultivation has increasingly been 
identified by food corporations and private investors as an important new area 
of investment. 

275. There is a growing concern in the international community that this rapid 
increase in demand could threaten food security and the land and water rights 
of poor rural people and indigenous communities. There is also concern that 
the overexploitation of land could exacerbate environmental problems. At the 
same time, this increased investment in the rural areas of developing 
countries has the potential to contribute to economic growth and poverty 
reduction. To minimize the risks, ensure the protection of poor people’s land 
rights and maximize opportunities, there is a need to establish guidelines and 
best practices and to build mutually beneficial partnerships among private 
sector investors, rural communities and governments.  

276. Experience suggests that successful community-investor partnerships require 
polices and legislation that recognize customary and indigenous land rights. 
Greater support is needed for appropriate, affordable and accessible land 
registration systems to secure the rights of small-scale producers and 
indigenous communities. These communities and producers also need support 
in strengthening their involvement in land management planning, and in 
identifying and responding to their needs so that they are better able to take 
advantage of business opportunities.  

277. The questions that guided the round-table discussions were: 

(a) What are the impacts on rural communities of the growing demand for 
land for large-scale food and fuel production? Are poor rural people 
losing out in terms of their rights to land and water? Are they gaining 
from being engaged as outgrowers or contract farmers, or from new 
employment or marketing opportunities? Are there any cases in which 
they have benefited substantially? What lessons can we draw?  

(b) What has characterized effective management of large-scale 
investments that have resulted in win/win arrangements for all parties? 
What has been the policy environment for such experiences? What has 
been the role of civil society? What has been the involvement of rural 
communities? What other specific features can we point to? What 
characterizes evolving best practices? 

(c) What can the various stakeholders (governments, civil society and 
investors) do to develop transparent and inclusive mechanisms to guide 
and manage investments in agriculture? What role of value can an 
organization such as IFAD play in this regard?  
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278. The outcomes of the deliberations were: 

(a) The rapid increase of the demand on the part of foreign and domestic 
investors for agricultural land to be used for agro-fuel production or – 
more recently – outsourced food production is bringing about 
opportunities for poor rural people in terms of financial resources, 
infrastructure and technology, and new markets. However, there is also 
the risk that they could lose their land, which is their major – sometimes 
only – asset. 

(b) No land is “unused” or “underutilized”, the rights of these users have to 
be recognized and protected, and food security of rural people should 
not be compromised. 

(c) Policies are needed that strengthen land tenure security for small-scale 
farmers and are developed through multi-level, multi-stakeholder 
dialogue. 

(d) Rural communities and small-scale farmers should be fully involved in 
the process and influence decisions and choices regarding modes of 
production and terms of agreement. 

(e) Pro-poor investment guidelines should enable rural communities to 
participate fully in and benefit from outside investments. 

(f) There is need for capacity building of rural communities, as well as 
increased access to rural finance, and agricultural inputs. 

(g) There is a lack of reliable public information on purchase of large-scale 
agricultural holdings. This can and must be improved in order to allow 
local communities, governments, investors and civil society 
organizations to better interact in their search for win-win solutions.   
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Round table 3: Research and innovation for smallholder farmers in the 
context of climate change 

279. The purpose of this round table was to share experiences and good practices 
in agricultural research that enhance the ability of smallholder farmers to cope 
with the challenges of climate change, as well as to discuss how the research 
agenda can combine the objectives of resilience, adaptation to local changes, 
and higher productivity. 

280. Poor rural people in developing countries are the most vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. The negative impact on their crop yields will be 
severe, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and other tropical regions. 
Desertification and land degradation processes are being exacerbated by 
changes in rainfall patterns, and livelihoods of coastal communities are being 
negatively affected by sea-level rise. In many areas natural resource 
productivity is at risk and biodiversity might be irreversibly lost.  

281. Around the world, resource-poor farmers and pastoralists are trying to adapt 
to variations in temperatures and rainfall patterns, and to new plant and 
animal diseases. Agricultural research and innovation systems that build on 
the knowledge and innovation capacity of local farmers play a key role in 
helping people to adapt while improving their productivity and income. 

282. Since rural people manage vast areas of land and forest, they are important 
players in natural resource management and carbon sequestration, but are 
usually without significant compensation. Policy research is required to 
develop systems to reward rural communities for the environmental services 
they provide.  

283. Technologies that reduce exposure to shocks and enhance carbon capture and 
storage include reforestation, conservation tillage, soil and water conservation 
and agroforestry, rehabilitation of degraded land and better livestock 
management practices. IFAD has invested in all of these areas over the past 
30 years. 

284. The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), 
presently under reform, and its national agricultural research system (NARS) 
partners have an important role to play in this area. They can improve the 
efficacy of research and capacity-building partnership programmes that 
involve various stakeholders (including farmers’ organizations and the private 
sector) and interdisciplinary engagement to address adaptation to and 
mitigation of climate change – building on local knowledge and blending it 
with the best state-of-the-art formal science. At the same time, the 
effectiveness of public-private partnerships in developing and promoting new 
technologies needs to be enhanced to address the demand for planting 
material of elite varieties.  



  GC 32 
 

 
52

 

Mr Rodney Cooke, Chairperson 
Director, Technical Advisory Division 

International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) 

Ms Ma. Estrella A. Penunia, Panellist 
Secretary General  

Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable 
Rural Development 

(AFA) 
Philippines 

Mr Hans Herren, Panellist 
President, Millennium Institute 

United States 

Mr Michel Griffon, Panellist 
Head of Department 

Ecosystems and Sustainable Development 
Agence Nationale de la 

Recherche (ANR)  
France 

Ms Eija Pehu, Panellist 
Senior Adviser, Agriculture and Rural 

Development Department 
World Bank 



  GC 32 
 

 
53

 

285. The questions that guided the round-table discussions were: 

(a) How can investments in agricultural research be significantly increased 
to improve the resilience of smallholder farmers to the effects of climate 
change, improve their productivity in a context of risk and uncertainty, 
and contribute to rewarding communities for the environmental services 
they provide? 

(b) What is needed to sharpen international research focus on the 
challenges of the regions most vulnerable to climate change, which are 
also least prepared in terms of institutional capacity, and which are for 
the most part in Africa? How can the concerns of marginalized rural 
communities be voiced and influence the research agenda? 

286. The outcomes of the deliberations were: 

(a) Agricultural producers, in particular smallholder farmers of developing 
countries, are facing unprecedented challenges in the twenty-first 
century. They will have to feed 9 billion people in 2050 while they have 
little scope for increasing the amount of land they can cultivate without 
cutting down forests, and while climate change can irreversibly damage 
the natural resource base on which future harvests depend. Therefore, 
most of the increased production must come from higher productivity on 
existing farmland, in a context where adaptation and resilience to 
climate change has to be enhanced. 

(b) Those new challenges require renewed effort and new approaches in 
research and innovation. They require also a stronger commitment from 
governments and the international community to support public 
agricultural research and improve the productivity and resilience of 
smallholder farmers. 

(c) Modern scientific knowledge needs to be integrated with the traditional 
knowledge of rural communities that is too often neglected. In that 
regard, conservation agriculture has shown its efficiency in various 
contexts to increase productivity and resilience of the agricultural 
systems. Research needs to go further through a better understanding 
of the ecological processes and promoting an “ecologically intensive 
agriculture”, less dependent on external inputs, and more productive by 
taking a better advantage of biological processes. 

(d) There is a need to go beyond the traditional “farmer-researcher-
extensionist” triangle to encompass a dynamic and multi-disciplinary 
innovation system that links various and diverse stakeholders at the 
local, national, regional and global levels. In that regard, supporting 
smallholder farmers’ organizations is key to enabling them to identify 
research needs and priorities, and empowering them to implement 
research results.  

(e) Due to the primary role that women play in agriculture, mainstreaming 
gender is pivotal in various stages of research (e.g. priority setting, 
monitoring and evaluation), as well as in staffing of research 
institutions.  
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Chapter 3 

C. Other general statements 

Statement of the Governor for Algeria 

First of all, I would like to express my sincere appreciation of President 
Lennart Båge for his commendable work at the helm of the organization over two 
terms of office. 

As we are all aware, this year’s session comes at a time of severe financial, 
economic and food crisis. 

Furthermore, it is being held at a moment in which we are realizing, with regret, 
that the efforts on the part of the international community have not been sufficient 
to make the impact on world hunger envisaged in the first objective of the 
Millennium Development Goals.  

The current global financial crisis and its dramatic impact on the economy are 
dangerously exacerbating the food crisis; a crisis that has been caused by the 
combined forces of climate change and biofuel production.  

Moreover, this crisis has created new constraints by prompting a fall in private 
investment and in public spending, and a drastic and highly detrimental cutback in 
official aid for agricultural and rural development.  

In order to rise to the challenges facing us, Algeria calls for strengthened 
cooperation among Member Sates to undertake a wide-ranging multilateral 
response. 

This response is especially urgent given the high risk of an even sharper decline in 
public support to agricultural development. 

Smallholder farms and rural microentrepreneurs will be the first to suffer the effects 
of this recession, particularly those whose businesses are linked to agriculture.  

I am therefore encouraged by the choice of the central theme for discussion during 
this session: family farming and food security in the twenty-first century. 

This commendable focus builds on the initiative by FAO and the Spanish 
Government in January 2009, which dealt with the issue of “food security for all”. 

The round tables planned for this Governing Council session are particularly 
meaningful for all of us, and will undoubtedly provide the opportunity to reach 
consensus on how to raise the additional resources needed to realize our plans of 
action. 

Given its comparative advantage in fighting rural poverty, IFAD will need to play a 
greater role in mobilizing and transferring financial resources to help countries in 
need. 

Equally, our institution will need to assume a catalytic role in establishing strategic 
partnerships with other stakeholders, in particular with the Rome-based agencies. 
This will lead to improved collaboration with these agencies, greater synergy in 
their work and more effective use of resources. 

I would like to take this opportunity to describe briefly the efforts currently under 
way in my country with respect to agricultural and rural development, with the 
objective of achieving a major improvement in food security and the living 
standards of the rural population. 

This initiative – undertaken within the framework of the rural renewal policy – is 
based on lessons drawn from the implementation of previous development 
programmes, while also responding to the new challenges posed by climate change.  
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The initiative consists of a comprehensive realignment of our rural and agricultural 
policy, while abiding by its core vision, objectives, and institutional, organizational 
and implementation framework. 

This realignment reflects the strategic importance assigned to the agricultural and 
rural development sector, and the resources that have been provided accordingly. 

With respect to agricultural development and improving food security, the rural 
renewal policy is underpinned by specific legislative and regulatory mechanisms and 
programmes aimed at boosting production and income. 

Land – as a cornerstone of agricultural policy – is addressed by framework 
legislation regulating concessions and use of state-owned land. 

Strategic ventures will also be promoted through ten agricultural intensification 
programmes dealing with grain, potatoes, olive oil, milk, meat and so on. 

In addition, specific horizontal programmes – aimed at enhancing the development 
of animal and plant biomaterial, mobilization and rational use of water resources 
and setting up integrated agricultural hubs – will complement the initiative. 

An enabling environment that provides appropriate guarantees is being developed 
through the provision of interest-free credit (RFIG), the strengthening of lease 
purchase arrangements for agricultural machinery, waiver of value-added-tax on 
inputs, management of risks related to yields and agricultural disasters, 
modernization of insurance, and the strengthening of professional and 
interprofessional organizations. 

In addition to all these measures, a regulatory system has been set up for 
agricultural markets to safeguard and ensure the stability of key food commodity 
markets (SYRPALAC) and protect farmers’ incomes. 

The Government is strongly committed to supporting the rural areas of our country. 
As a consequence, the rural renewal policy responds to the concerns and objectives 
of the rural population. 

This policy is primarily aimed at rehabilitating and managing natural resources, 
diversifying economic activities in rural areas, rehabilitating and modernizing 
villages and ksours, and protecting and recognizing the value of rural capital, in 
both its tangible and intangible forms. 

The policy has been implemented by means of an integrated rural development 
proximity programme, a tool created to encourage the involvement of rural groups, 
achieve synergy among the various sectoral policies and allow for the sharing of 
resources. 

The rural renewal implementation plan is supported by an information system for 
the programme to support rural renewal (SI-PSRR), a capacity-building and 
technical assistance programme (PRCHAT) and a national system to promote 
sustainable development (rural and local). 

In bringing to a close this brief overview of our policies, I would like to point out 
that the various components of the renewal policy are underpinned by joint 
programmes and cross-cutting actions. These will include modernizing agricultural 
management, promoting research and development, and strengthening control and 
protection services (food hygiene, veterinary and forest fire safety services). 

I would like to reiterate my country's support to IFAD in carrying out and 
strengthening its role within the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative. 

Algeria is also a long-standing supporter of the Global Mechanism of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, a phenomenon which Algeria has 
long been aware of and consequently engaged in programmes to combat its effects. 
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I am convinced that these two days of intense discussion will generate strategic 
assessments and proposals that will strengthen IFAD’s role as both a catalytic agent 
and a centre of expertise and knowledge. 

In conclusion, given the challenges with which we are faced and our moral duty, my 
country has decided to increase substantially its financial contribution to the Eighth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s resources, to the level of US$10 million. 



  GC 32 
 

 
57

Statement of the Governor for the Republic of Haiti 

I would like to thank IFAD’s President for inviting me to participate in this thirty-
second session of the Governing Council. I come to this meeting with the conviction 
that IFAD’s strategic mandate, “enabling the rural poor to overcome poverty”, is as 
socially relevant as ever. That mandate, providently, also underlies the themes 
chosen for the round-table discussions scheduled as part of our deliberations at this 
thirty-second session. Those themes in turn reflect IFAD’s firm commitment to 
support the governments of small developing countries in their ongoing search for 
solutions adapted to the fraught and unpredictable global context faced by our 
agriculture sectors. 

I am also pleased to see that IFAD continues to take a systemic approach to its 
dialogue with member country governments. At the present juncture, such an 
approach – encompassing the social, economic, ecological and physical dimensions 
and, above all, the interrelationships among them – can generate the kind of self-
learning and self-adapting peasant farming in small developing countries that is a 
sine qua non for lifting rural people out of poverty.  

All small developing countries must deal with the same kinds of constraints, which 
threaten the survival of their agriculture sectors. Nevertheless, among them is a 
country at the heart of the Caribbean that is particularly vulnerable, where close to 
eighty per cent of rural people live in poverty. Their plight has been exacerbated by 
a series of natural catastrophes that have hit Haiti in recent times, burdening the 
economy with close to one billion dollars in damages and disrupting the lives of 
women and children who have been left in utter need and without shelter.  

The inability of Haiti’s peasant farmers to provide a satisfactory response to the 
nation’s expectations is one of long standing. Living conditions for farmers and their 
families have steadily worsened over the years, while agricultural jobs and real 
incomes have shrunken considerably, widening the gap of social inequalities. Food 
security in our country has suffered from very low farm production levels (47 per 
cent in 2007) that are insufficient to cover the population’s nutritional needs. The 
poor performance of Haiti’s agriculture sector limits the development of national 
agricultural and agrifood industries, and of exports to competitive markets in the 
Caribbean, North America and Europe.  

Finally, the environment, already degraded as a result of the high incidence of 
poverty in rural areas, risks further deterioration in the years to come unless 
sustainable solutions are found.  

Haiti’s Minister of Agriculture, in the light of the overarching policy guidelines set 
forth by the Prime Minister, has undertaken to reactivate agriculture and revive 
rural life to improve living conditions for young people, women and children in 
particular. I am pleased to see that IFAD continues to grant special attention to the 
agricultural and rural development programmes launched by the Minister, aligning 
with those programmes, as in the recent joint Haiti/IFAD programming mission. The 
strategic cooperation framework defined by the Minister and the Fund is responsive 
to the sector’s major concerns. 

The short-term changes that come about from time to time within our institution 
should underpin IFAD’s long-term project overall. That project is a complex one, 
and will call for the new President to put in place constantly adaptable management 
structures in a context that is increasingly marked by uncertainty and 
unpredictability. It is my wish that this thirty-second session of the Governing 
Council will provide an opportunity for IFAD to make further progress on a results-
based line of reasoning and action that will free poor rural people from their 
conditions of poverty once and for all. 
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Statement of the Representative for the State of Kuwait 

As the thirty-second session of the Governing Council convenes, the world has 
witnessed rapid, momentous developments since the previous session, including 
the food crisis, which is reflected in steep increases in food prices. This crisis 
presages a worsening of the food security problem and social instability in many 
developing countries, especially those that already suffer from acute poverty and 
hunger. It also poses challenges to efforts to achieve the Millennium Development 
goal of halving poverty by 2015. 

The food crisis can be attributed to a number of factors, including: the reduced 
production of food commodities—particularly grains such as wheat and rice—in the 
main producer countries due to drought and floods; the allocation of more and 
more agricultural land for the cultivation of energy crops; and high per-capita food 
consumption rates in some of the large developing countries that enjoy high 
economic growth rates. 

Food is essential to human life, and agriculture is an indispensable source of food. 
This reality has compelled the international community to establish international 
organizations and institutions to address the food supply and agricultural 
development, such as the International Fund for Agricultural Development, which 
brings us all together in this session. 

As we meet, the number of poor and hungry in the world is increasing, perhaps due 
in part to the global food crisis. It is therefore important to dedicate to agriculture 
the attention it deserves to enhance its vital role in helping to eliminate poverty and 
hunger, bearing in mind that the agricultural sector provides employment and basic 
food commodities to most of the population in the developing countries. In order for 
agriculture to play its desired role, we must overcome the challenges it faces by 
strengthening cooperation between the developing countries and their development 
partners, including the donor countries, development organizations and institutions, 
the private sector, and non-governmental and civil-society organizations. 

The reduction of poverty and hunger, which tops the list of Millennium Development 
Goals established by the United Nations in September 2000, continues to face 
growing challenges due to the global food crisis that began to emerge last year. 
Many developing countries now realize they must devote greater concern to 
exploiting their natural resources, such as water and agricultural land, to achieve 
maximum food security. Greater support is also needed from the donor entities to 
develop the water and agricultural sectors. In this regard, the World Bank’s World 
Development Report 2008: Agriculture for Development points to a sharp drop in 
the agricultural sector’s share of official development aid, from 18 percent in 1979 
to 3.5 percent in 2004 (from US$8 billion in 1984 in 2004 prices to US$3.4 billion in 
2004). 

In this regard, I would like to mention that agriculture receives more than 13 
percent of the total development aid provided by the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development.  

KFAED is striving to help fund more agricultural projects based on the beneficiary 
countries’ priorities. In this context, last year Kuwait established, through the 
initiative of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, the “Decent Life Fund” to provide 
urgent aid to the countries most harmed by the food crisis. Kuwait has contributed 
US$100 million to the “Decent Life Fund.” It has also allocated US$3 million to 
combat poverty and disease in Africa. 

Kuwait realizes the importance of Arab cooperation to achieve the development 
goals. It therefore hosted the first Arab economic summit in January 2009 to 
examine many issues relating to support for the development process and 
development strategies in the Arab region, including action to combat poverty and 
hunger by developing the water and agriculture sectors in particular. This summit 
culminated in key resolutions on different aspects of economic, social, and 
environmental integration and cooperation, which will be implemented through 
defined mechanisms. One such resolution promotes the private sector’s role and 
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supports small and medium businesses by establishing a US$2-billion financing 
window, to which Kuwait has contributed US$500 million. Kuwait has also called on 
the other Arab countries to contribute to this window. 

On this occasion, I would like to note the completion of consultations concerning 
the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD's Resources. Kuwait has renewed its support for 
IFAD and its resolve to keep pace with the increase targeted at the level of the 
Seventh Replenishment. 

To conclude, I would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks and 
appreciation for the efforts of Mr. Lennart Båge during his tenure as Fund President 
and our best wishes for him. We also welcome the new president and hope that he 
will enjoy success in his duties. 
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Statement of the Representative for the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 

First of all, on behalf of the Lao delegation, I am once again honored to attend this 
thirty-second session of the Governing Council of IFAD. I would like to join the 
other distinguished delegations in also presenting my congratulations to the elected 
chairperson and vice-chairs of this year’s session and take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank IFAD’s organizing committee for the excellent arrangements made 
for the meeting and for the warm hospitality extended to our delegation. 

May I also thank President Båge for his tireless efforts that have guided IFAD in 
honouring the institution’s commitment to enabling poor rural people to overcome 
poverty. 

This year’s Governing Council is organized at a time when the global economic, 
financial and social turbulences that started to seriously threaten world food 
security some two years ago are drastically affecting the lives of more than a billion 
poor people in every corner of the world, especially in developing countries, and 
jeopardizing even the basic right to a minimum food ration every day. The number 
of poor and hungry people has significantly increased according to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). Unfortunately, this is coupled 
with the increasing depletion of already limited natural resources as a result of 
unsustainable exploitation of land and forests to produce energy crops. Even 
though the price of oil has decreased significantly, excessive land grabbing has not 
diminished in any part of the world. These negative developments represent major 
challenges for the developing world in realizing the agreed common targets of 
ensuring a secure food supply for all and eliminating poverty, as set out in the 
World Food Summit Plan of Action and the Millennium Development Goals. 

In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, thanks to the continued strong support 
provided by our Government and aid assistance from our development partners for 
over two decades, the Lao agriculture sector, generally speaking, can still record 
steady and continuous growth. The country achieved basic self-sufficiency in rice 
production in 2000. This is a commendable achievement considering that the 
country is under the permanent threat of natural disaster. This achievement is 
largely due to the benefits derived from significant and continued investments 
made in the past in expanding the area under irrigated rice cultivation; and strong 
government support to developing grass-roots extension systems directly aimed at 
raising productivity – especially in terms of the provision of inputs such as seeds, 
fertilizers, small-scale credit, and new farming techniques. Similarly important has 
been the continued policy support that brought about active and collective 
contributions from the other economic and social sectors to assist in the 
development and commercialization of the agriculture sector. Being part of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the ongoing dynamic regional 
economic integration, particularly in terms of transboundary contract-farming 
arrangements and cross-border trade, have created very favourable conditions in 
the last decade for developing the country’s agriculture economy. The increased 
demand for a few key agricultural products and industrial crops in the region has 
served as a catalyst for the country to significantly boost its agriculture production, 
especially in the case of rice, maize, sugar cane, coffee, vegetables, cattle, rubber 
and a few energy crops, such as jatropha and cassava. 

The agriculture sector remains the greatest contributor to the Government’s food 
production and poverty reduction targets. Our rice production target for 2010 is 3.3 
million tons, or about 500 kg per head per year. To achieve these targets, we have 
formulated short- and long-term development policies and strategies to support 
concrete implementation of the required interventions within the framework of our 
national plans. However, the world economic crisis affecting us all is beginning to 
have a negative impact on our agriculture sector. This is especially true in the case 
of cross-border trade, in terms of the supply of key imported inputs, namely fuel 
and fertilizers. However, complementarity in the supply of and demand for 
agricultural commodities and industrial products has helped maintain a dynamic 
border exchange and reduce poverty in most of the poorer regions of the country. 
Moreover, the price of rice has remained relatively stable up until now, mainly 
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because our country is still predominantly a subsistence agriculture-based economy 
and has been self-sufficient in rice for almost a decade. It is important that our 
Government work closely with our development partners in order to win the 
continued support needed to help achieve set production targets. To realize long-
term sustainable food production and the viable bioenergy generation, the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic initiated programmes that clearly delineated specific 
agricultural zones with a view to balancing investments in food crops and in 
bioenergy crops. We are also working closely with our neighbours and development 
partners in realizing our forestry strategy. The policy, which extends to 2020, is to 
promote the sustainable use of our resources, with strong participation from local 
communities to co-manage existing forest resources. We believe that, for the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, this is one of the most appropriate strategies for 
addressing climate change. 

Development experience over the past two decades in the ASEAN region and in our 
own country shows that developing countries have real ability and capacity to 
increase agricultural productivity manyfold, but we need to join forces and institute 
more viable partnership schemes and mechanisms among developed nations, 
developing nations and international institutions in order to assist each other in a 
more coordinated manner, thereby ensuring consistency and continuity in 
established partnership programmes. We are hopeful that the Accra Conference and 
the other related international gatherings held last year will bring about the 
immediate and mid-term support that developing countries need and have long 
been seeking, especially in terms of giving them full ownership and leadership in 
planning and managing coordinated aid programmes that benefit their own people 
and their own futures, but also in terms of a more viable trade regime, particularly 
given the present world economic recession. There is a need to work together even 
more closely and for mutual benefit. 

Last but not least, our delegation would like to especially thank IFAD for continuing 
to maintain a very active role in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and in the 
ASEAN region more generally, even during this very difficult world financial 
situation. IFAD remains a model for our country because of its contribution to 
poverty alleviation. It also serves as a model because of the assistance it has given 
our country in forging stronger cross-border technical and economic cooperation, 
especially in the ASEAN CLVM (Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Viet 
Nam, Myanmar) group of countries. This has had an immediate positive impact on 
reducing poverty along the border areas, home to most of the region’s poor people. 
I would especially like to thank IFAD for delivering a new pro-poor programme 
targeting the five southern provinces and for its continued support in providing 
assistance in whatever ways that can help our country to make progress in its goal 
of eradicating poverty by 2020. 

May I take this opportunity to present once again my best wishes to the 
chairperson and co-chairs and to all distinguished delegates, and to express the 
hope that this will be a very productive meeting, especially in terms of agreeing on 
a common development agenda that will, we hope, be of real substance and help 
achieve food and livelihood security in real terms, especially in the developing 
world. 
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Statement of the Alternate Governor for Madagascar 

The delegation of Madagascar is delighted to see you once again preside over the 
Governing Council. We are certain that your enlightened leadership and skill will 
render our work fruitful. 

On the happy occasion of the election of the new president of IFAD, may I follow 
the example of the other delegations by conveying my warm congratulations to Mr 
Kanayo F. Nwanze for his impressive election as head of our organization. My 
delegation wishes him every success and we assure him of our support. 

The arrival of a new president signals the departure of the current president. On 
behalf of the Government of Madagascar and on my own behalf, I pay heartfelt 
tribute to Lennart Båge, who has completed two consecutive mandates which have 
been characterized by challenges met and projects brought to completion in 
Madagascar and in many other countries. 

His statement – which highlighted IFAD's activities and his own personal actions 
devoted to carrying out IFAD's mandate – fighting to reduce poverty and achieve 
food security in rural areas – represents a remarkable demonstration of his 
commitment. Now, as he leaves IFAD, the Government of Madagascar thanks him 
and wishes him every success in his future endeavours. 

The relevance of the themes on our agenda – particularly the three round tables 
devoted to unstable food prices, climate change and access to land – should lead to 
productive discussions. 

Indeed, hidden by the global financial and economic crisis of the past months, the 
food crisis continues to persist. The High-level Meeting on Food Security for All held 
in Madrid last month – in which IFAD actively participated – brought to light the 
effects of the price fluctuations on the poorest people. The conference assessed the 
progress made in this area since the High-level Conference on World Food Security 
held in Rome last June. 

Now, before the results of the three round tables emerge, I would like to take the 
opportunity to state that the most effective way to prevent the risk of famine in the 
future is a massive increase in investment in agriculture to stimulate production 
and foster global food security. 

Moreover, in my humble opinion, strengthening global governance of food security 
is extremely urgent. To achieve this, a new architecture for the global governance 
of food security is called for. The Committee for World Food Security, on which I am 
honoured to serve as a vice-president, should constitute a key organ of this new 
governance framework. The universal nature of the committee opens it to all 
Members of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and of the 
United Nations, in addition to representatives of other international institutions such 
as IFAD, professional agricultural organizations, NGOs, civil society and the private 
sector. 

Allow me to describe briefly the situation of agriculture in my country before 
focusing on some issues in need of our attention. 

Madagascar possesses considerable agricultural potential and is also known for its 
biodiversity. Although the country has a surface area of 587,000 km2 and 
cultivatable land amounting to 12 million hectares, only 4 million hectares of this 
land have been put to use. Agriculture, or more specifically the primary sector, is 
the national economy’s most important sector. For this reason, the Government of 
Madagascar, in its plan of action “the Madagascar Action Plan” (MAP), focuses on 
the agricultural sector to improve agricultural production and the living conditions 
of the rural population. Under its fourth commitment – rural development – the 
MAP sets six challenges, namely: ensure security of land tenure; improve access to 
rural finance; launch a green revolution; promote market-oriented activities; 
diversify agricultural activities; and increase agricultural value added. In addition 
the Ministry of Agriculture last year launched off-season crops in 12 regions with 
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high agricultural potential with a view to increasing agricultural production, 
particularly in rice-growing. 

IFAD and Madagascar have come a long way together. Since 1979, IFAD has been 
involved in financing 13 development projects in Madagascar through loans and 
grants, amounting to a total investment of US$159.9 million. We look forward to a 
deepening of our cooperation with the Fund in the coming years, in line with the 
country strategic opportunities programme 2007-2012. 

The Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources is clearly of major importance for 
the future of the Fund and for the durability of its activities. Madagascar, true to its 
tradition of international solidarity, announced its contribution, albeit modest, of 
US$200,000. My delegation hopes that all members will announce their 
contributions to the Eighth Replenishment so that it may become effective as soon 
as possible. 

Moreover, I would like to note that Madagascar has sponsored a meeting room on 
the fourth floor of the new IFAD headquarters, bearing witness to our support for 
this organization.    

With regard to the Programme of Work, the Programme Development Financing 
Facility, and administrative and capital budget of IFAD and its Office of Evaluation 
for 2009, my delegation approves the draft resolution presented in document 
GC 32/L.7. 

Furthermore, my delegation is pleased to note the progress report on the 
performance-based allocation system, as well as the progress report on the Global 
Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those 
Countries Experiencing Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa.  
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Statement of the Alternate Governor for Samoa 

The performance of the agricultural sector is a concern according to Samoa’s recent 
economic updates. Agriculture’s contribution to GDP dropped from 12 per cent in 
1998 to 8 per cent in 2003, and averaged 7 per cent between 2004 and 2007. This 
declining trend may be attributed to a number of factors. 

There are currently more attractive income-generating opportunities in other 
sectors such as tourism, resulting in a much faster growth rate. The increasing 
purchasing power of rural households as a result of remittances also relates directly 
to a reduced dependency on traditional farming earnings. In recent years, young 
people have been drifting to urban centres, resulting in a labour shortage in rural 
areas. Geographical isolation results in a narrow genetic and production base with 
limited opportunities to develop economies of scale in production. In addition, 
increased regional and global trade and travel have increased the risk of introducing 
unwanted plant and animal pests, threatening the fragile agriculture and fishery 
base and ecosystems. 

Climate change exacerbates these challenges. Climate-associated disasters such as 
tropical cyclones, floods and droughts impose serious constraints on development 
to the extent that farmers seem to be in a constant mode of recovery. 

A collapse in the valuable taro industry following the introduction of taro leaf blight 
in the mid-1990s serves to illustrate the vulnerability to such threats. 

It seems obvious that food availability and people’s access to food are among the 
first areas to be affected following such disasters. But while that may be the case, 
agriculture and fisheries continue to play a vital role with regard to food security 
and alternative sources of income. 

The environmental stresses that are already plaguing the farming community need 
to be managed.  Farmers must become more resilient through the adoption of 
adaptable farming practices. 

There must be a balance in the use of natural resources for commercial 
development, in order to maintain vital ecosystem resources for the agriculture and 
fisheries sectors. A balance must also be maintained in addressing the need for 
food security and demand for biofuel in the light of high fossil fuel prices in 
international markets. 

It is time to urgently develop traditional food sources that can supplement or 
substitute imported food. Import substitution, value adding, improved local and 
export trade represent avenues to reinstate farming as an income generator. 
Farming as a business offers the potential for self-employment and makes good use 
of available land and human resources. There is abundant unused land, and plenty 
of workers are available, as reflected in the unemployment level currently 
estimated at 23,000, with an added 1,500 school leavers every year. 

Food security 

In response to the rising cost of living, we have made food security our main 
priority. The various national activities that are in place to achieve that objective 
also cover agriculture and fisheries in order to create alternative sources of income. 
The Government has rendered full support to this issue and has established a 
special committee, responsible to cabinet, to focus on it. 

In 2007, a Talomua programme was initiated to promote the planting of traditional 
food crops (e.g. taro and banana) along with potential alternatives such as cassava, 
sweet potatoes, head cabbage and carrots. The programme aims to ensure food 
self-sufficiency in times of disaster (typically October–March), with the expectation 
that the momentum generated will roll over into the next six months. This should 
result in maintaining a sustainable food supply over the entire year. 

This will give rise to an opportunity to promote agriculture as a business, by 
capitalizing on the diversity of products available to generate income. The new 
farming-based developments in the private sector provide market incentives for 
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local supplies. On the other hand, import substitution is an alternative strategy that 
is quite fitting for commodities such as rice, flour, head cabbage and carrots. 

Exports and imports 

As stated earlier, there has been a general decline in the total value of exports over 
the last 10 years. The main export commodities were nonu products (fruits and 
juice), coconut products (e.g. milk, oil, drinking coconut, matured coconut, copra 
meal), cocoa products (beans and paste), fresh breadfruit, fresh papaya, fish and 
taro. 

The coconut industry’s export income (generated largely by copra oil and coconut 
cream), as a proportion of all agricultural export income, fell from 66 per cent in 
1996 to 14 per cent in 2003. Coconut oil exports fell from 5,800 tons in 1997 to 
1,672 tons in 2003. Two new coconut oil factories have been developed by the 
private sector. 

The export of virgin organic coconut oil is quite promising. Women in Business 
Development Inc. (WIBI) has been fortunate in landing a contract to supply all the 
virgin coconut oil for The Body Shop and Earth Oil products. Shipment began in 
November 2007. 

According to a report from WIBI, Samoa currently has in excess of 7,000 hectares 
of farms. This figure is expected to rise significantly to cater for significant demand 
for organic products in the Australasian market, given that the Australasian organic 
market is set to expand by 117 per cent between 2006 and 2012. 

A small volume of cocoa beans and cocoa paste has also been exported to meet the 
demand of Samoans living overseas. 

Fresh breadfruit and papaya are being exported to New Zealand. A larger heat 
treatment plant for fruit fly control is being requested to cater for increased export 
volume. Nonu juice exports have increased from 23,000 litres in 2000 to 440,000 
litres in 2003 with an export value of 2.6 million tala (SAT). This commodity has 
also entered into the organic line of products. 

After strong growth in 2001 and 2002, the volume and value of fisheries exports 
significantly dropped to approximately SAT 15 million in 2003. The harvests had 
been fluctuating at relatively low levels over recent years. 

By contrast, in 2003, imports amounted to SAT 1.69 million for processed fruit 
products, SAT 1.64 million for fresh and frozen potatoes, and SAT 2.7 million for 
fresh and chilled vegetables. The cost of importing meat and other animal products 
including milk and eggs was SAT 42.6 million. 

Issues 

There are numerous constraints on the development of the sector. The most 
pressing issues are the rising cost of living and the impact of climate change on 
farming. The global threats of foreign pests and diseases are on the rise, as evident 
in the widespread effects of Avian Influenza and other diseases. 

The problematic areas fall into various categories such as raw materials, product 
quality and supplies, pathway development, market access and maintenance, pests 
and diseases, farming skills, compliance levels, technological know-how, 
accessibility of information etc. 

Strategy for development 

The Strategy for Development of Samoa (SDS) for 2005-2007 expressed the 
aspiration of an improved quality of life for all Samoans, and this remains the same 
for the current SDS for 2008-2012. Agricultural development is a key focal area for 
realizing the Government's vision, and for attaining Samoa’s Millennium 
Development Goal targets and fulfilling its commitment to the FAO World Food 
Summit Plan of Action. 

In support of the SDS, the Ministry of Agriculture’s focus is “accelerated agriculture 
growth” through enhancing agricultural activity, promoting commercial investment 
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and strengthening the technological base within the Ministry. A corporate plan for 
2005-2008 was developed, which provided the following strategies for the last 
three years: 

• Continue to support food security at the village level through improved 
access to information, good agriculture practices, community–based 
resource management systems, and project development at the village 
level, initiated through the village mayors. 

• Coordinate the development of the agricultural sector plans, market 
information systems, market pathways, market access and maintenance, 
value adding opportunities, etc. Linkages must be strengthened with 
stakeholders including the Samoa Association of Manufacturers and 
Exporters, the Chamber of Commerce, the Agricultural Store Corporation, 
etc. 

• Shift the focus of its research and extension activities towards the 
development of sustainable commercial or semi-commercial agricultural and 
fisheries production systems in partnership with producers, external 
agencies, and through the utilization of specific projects such as Future 
Farmers of Samoa, Development of Sustainable Agriculture in the Pacific, 
etc. 

• Deliver high-priority, relevant research and provide sound policy analysis 
and advice to the Government on sustainable development of the 
agricultural and fisheries sectors. 

• Continue to improve the management capability of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

The Corporate Plan 2005-2008 is currently under review (CP; 2008-2012) and the 
revised corporate vision is “self-sufficiency in food and increased income-generating 
opportunities in farming”. The long-term goals are: 

• Improved local food security to ensure sufficient supply of traditional healthy 
food and other food products  

o for improved food and nutritional security. 

• Improved commercial development to improve trade 
o through reduced insecurity and increased trade. 

• Sustainable management and development to ensure long-term 
sustainability of resources and production systems through 

o integrated and sustainable resource management and development. 
o well established and widely used legislative, policy and technology 

bases. 
o excellent services. 
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Statement of the Alternate Governor for Turkey 

We all know that hunger is on the rise and that the current global economic crisis 
renders the challenges ever more difficult. The key element of lasting solutions to 
alleviate hunger is rural development. In this sense, IFAD’s work to contribute to 
overcoming rural underdevelopment is now more relevant and important than ever.  

We appreciate IFAD’s recent efforts to extend its capacity and work programme to 
tackle the many challenges that rural people face today. IFAD has improved its 
effectiveness in project design and implementation, in financial and institutional 
management, and in the establishment of multilateral partnerships to work with 
relevant organizations. We believe that, through this continuing reform process, 
IFAD will further enhance its contribution to improving the lives and living 
conditions of the rural population.  

On this occasion, I would like to extend our appreciation to President Båge and 
commend his excellent performance throughout his term. His untiring efforts have 
contributed greatly to the work of IFAD. Our sincere thanks also go to all 
candidates for their willingness to offer their capacities to serve the rural population 
all over the world. We congratulate the new President, Mr Nwanze. His tasks and 
responsibilities will be harder than ever, but we are all here to provide assistance. 
We believe that under his skilled leadership and with his extensive experience, 
IFAD’s abilities and activities will reach new heights in improving the lives of the 
rural population and achieving sustainable rural development.  
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Chapter 4 
Statements and special addresses 

Mr Lennart Båge, President of IFAD 

Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze, President-elect of IFAD Hon. Dr Sayyadi Abba Ruma,  
Chairperson of the Council and Governor for 

Nigeria 

H.E. Paulo Bernardo Silva, Minister for Planning, 
Budget and Management of the Federative 

Republic of Brazil 

H.E. Nicola Cosentino, Under-Secretary of State 
Ministry of Economy and Finance of the Italian 

Republic 
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Ms Josette Sheeran, Executive Director 
of the World Food Programme 

Mr James G. Butler, Deputy Director-General 
Of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
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Keynote address by His Excellency Paulo Bernardo Silva, Minister for 
Planning, Budget and Management of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

On behalf of the Brazilian Government, I am pleased and honoured to address 
IFAD’s Governing Council at its thirty-second session. 

Allow me to begin by conveying my sincere gratitude to the Italian people for their 
customary hospitality, and by welcoming and congratulating the Marshall Islands as 
the Fund’s newest member. 

I would like to take this opportunity to pay homage to President Båge, on behalf of 
my country, for the valuable work he has done over the past eight years as IFAD’s 
President, and for his competent handling of the recent replenishment exercise. 

In this regard, I noted with satisfaction the successful conclusion of the negotiations 
for the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources. The significant increase in 
financial contributions, at this time of stringent financial constraints, underscores 
the importance attributed by the IFAD Member States as the point of reference on 
rural poverty issues. 

I was particularly happy to see that many developing countries increased their 
pledges, a clear sign of the important role they expect this institution to fulfill in the 
future. Brazil has done its part to support the process by renewing and 
strengthening its commitment to the Fund in the fight to overcome rural poverty. 

After close to a decade of continued growth and prosperity for many parts of the 
world, today we are faced with the worst economic crisis in the past eighty years. 
Although its origins are known and have been mapped out, its most serious 
consequences have yet to unfold. 

Rapidly deteriorating macroeconomic conditions in a number of developing 
countries, together with a renewed outbreak of protectionism in central economies, 
point to the risk of major setbacks in progress made by many regions in improving 
the lives of their peoples. 

The topical and palliative effect of actions taken by national governments, despite 
their extraordinary nature and dimensions, indicates that structural instruments 
and deeper changes are needed to overcome the crisis. The human element, 
production and economic growth must return to the centre of policymakers’ 
concerns. We believe that the State must recover its central role to deliver on the 
promotion of sustainable and economically responsible development. 

Although some developing countries, particularly in Latin America, are in a better 
position to face the crisis than they were in the past, it will inevitably have an 
impact on their debt and income levels. From the perspective of small family 
farmers, one of the neediest population groups, such impact could take the form of 
credit restrictions and, above all, crumbling social protection networks as a result of 
scarce financial resources. 

Accordingly, it is critical that we return the question of combating rural poverty to 
the top of the international agenda. In addition to providing access to land, 
economic conditions and technologies must be put in place so that family farmers 
can develop their productive potential and enter the mainstream of economic and 
social development. This means that IFAD will need to play its role as a 
development organization even more vigorously, strengthening its actions not only 
as a financial organization but also as a catalyst and disseminator of new 
approaches and experiences. Together with other international organizations 
committed to fighting poverty and hunger – such as FAO and WFP – IFAD needs to 
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reinforce its efforts to restore food security and the well being of the rural poor to 
the forefront of the international agenda. 

IFAD’s next President will unquestionably face great challenges. He is taking the 
helm of a development financing organization in the midst of a grave crisis in the 
international system and with the challenge of consolidating IFAD’s multilateral 
profile. 

Moreover, he will be leading an organization that is making progress on 
implementing important institutional reforms, an organization that – through a 
record replenishment - will significantly increase its activities in combating poverty 
in the years to come. 

At the same time as I reiterate Brazil’s support for this institution’s new 
administration, I would like to draw your attention to five points that my country 
considers key to IFAD’s future strategy for action. 

First, it is important for the organization to step up its physical presence in the 
beneficiary countries. This will not only improve project implementation, but will 
also provide for more viable IFAD involvement in policy dialogue and country 
experiences, and will serve as a foundation for triangular collaboration between the 
Fund, the host countries and third countries, thus diversifying the lines of South-
South cooperation. 

The second point has to do with the Fund’s performance-based allocation system 
(PBAS). We would advocate greater balance among the weighting factors of the 
current model, and care to avoid distortions that could generate inverse and even 
perverse incentives for beneficiary countries. In the operation of the PBAS, 
mechanical application should be avoided and greater flexibility sought. 

With these conditions, we commend the terms of the Report of the Consultation on 
the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources, to be considered at this session. It 
is essential that the guidelines set forth in that document effectively materialize in 
the coming years, within a democratic and participatory framework, taking into 
account the perspectives of all countries and regions interested in discussing the 
PBAS. 

The system will also need to take into consideration the accelerated change in 
global prospects for agricultural development, including the impact of the financial 
and food crises and the increase in the numbers of those living on the fringes of 
urban centres who remain linked to the rural and agricultural sectors. 

The third point has to do with the Fund’s relations with middle-income countries. In 
addition to their relevance as contributors, we would note the importance of 
operations with such countries to the Fund’s financial sustainability and in 
connection with knowledge management. Accordingly, we endorse maintaining 
IFAD’s position on middle-income countries, incorporating – in addition to 
traditional project and programme financing – new financing and knowledge 
products adapted to their needs. 

South-South cooperation through triangular arrangements is one of the most 
innovative and dynamic forms of international development partnerships, including 
on rural issues. We commend IFAD for continually encouraging this line of action 
through various individual initiatives, including with my own country and the other 
members of the Common Market of the South, through the Commission on Family 
Farming. 

Brazil believes that the rural development and cooperation agencies of developing 
countries have acquired a critical mass of knowledge and techniques that can be 
shared with technical and financial support from IFAD. In order to accomplish this 
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task in an effective and rational way, we consider it essential for the Fund to 
assemble this year a package of management and system guidelines that reflect 
the overall orientation towards South-South cooperation. 

Finally, we advocate further progress by IFAD on achieving the governance and 
efficiency standards of major international financial institutions. We recognize that 
much has been done in recent years. However, further progress is needed on issues  
such as the implementation of a human resources policy that provides for greater 
flexibility and geographical diversification in staffing; transparency in planning, 
evaluation and management instruments; and the need to reflect the organization’s 
multilateral nature in its senior management. 

I would like to conclude by reaffirming our commitment to the institution and our 
hope that, in these difficult times, IFAD will continue to fulfil its mandate to assist 
beneficiary countries in working to eradicate rural poverty. 
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Keynote address by His Excellency, the Honourable Nicola Cosentino, 
Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and Finance of the Italian 
Republic 
It is an honour and a pleasure for me to bring greetings to all of you from the 
Italian Government. I would also like to extend our most cordial welcome to the 
Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands as a new member of IFAD.   

This year's session of the Governing Council will deal with two issues that are 
crucial for the future of IFAD: the decision on the replenishment of IFAD’s resources 
and the election of the new President. The relevance of these two issues and the 
decisions that they imply will extend beyond the internal organization of the 
institution. 

The international economic situation and the dramatic consequences of the food 
crisis on the populations of the poorest countries in the world require strong and 
financially solid institutions that can contribute to solving the global challenges now 
confronting the international community. Food security, the right to food and 
promoting investment in agriculture are key strategic elements in ensuring that the 
development process and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
are not compromised.   

Last week, the World Bank published new estimates of the impact of the 
international economic crisis on poverty in the developing countries: of the 
approximately 150 million people who have already been reduced to poverty by the 
increase in the prices of oil and food in 2008, we must now add another 100 million 
for the current year.  A billion people are now suffering from malnutrition.  

In the present circumstances, we must strengthen our solidarity with the poorest 
by providing adequate financial resources to counter the effects of the food crisis, 
as well as increase our willingness to regard these resources as “global assets”.   

Unfortunately, resources always fall short of goals.  Especially when the goals are 
as ambitious and important as those we are now being called on to pursue.  In the 
present situation, the problem of scarce resources is all the more apparent because 
of the pressure on national budgets due to the need to deal with the economic and 
financial crisis. It is therefore important to also consider more innovative forms of 
intervention to fund development. 

I would like to draw your attention to several health sector initiatives that Italy has 
undertaken together with other partners present here today, initiatives that are 
based on a fruitful collaboration between the public and private sectors: the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and the Advance Market Commitment 
initiative for pneumococcal vaccine. 

The goal is to extend this form of collaboration to sectors other than health. Think 
of the important contribution that technology transfer in the environmental sector 
can make to preserving our natural resources, such as water, and to combating 
climate change. These are two aspects that fundamentally impact production in the 
agricultural sector.    

In this difficult period, it is also necessary to fight against the distrust that can arise 
with regard to development policies. A perception may prevail that public 
development assistance for those who are most in need does not always reach the 
final beneficiaries. We therefore have to increase the level of citizen involvement in 
these initiatives and ensure that the resources for development assistance are 
centred on a system based on transparency, careful reporting and the detailed 
measurement of results. 

There is no doubt that food security is one of the issues of greatest concern to our 
citizens. We saw confirmation of this last year at the height of the food crisis. The 
duty of solidarity to the poorest must increase during difficult times and we are 
here today to reiterate our commitment and reaffirm responsibilities.    
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Food security must be ensured through measures that can guarantee the 
elimination of malnutrition. To reach this goal it will be necessary to increase 
productivity in the agricultural sector so that supply keeps up with demand.   

It would be a mistake to underestimate the effects of food scarcity. Minister 
Tremonti recently noted that food is not a commodity that can be left to the market 
without any regulations whatsoever. We need to consider that the political and 
social consequences of the food crisis take such dramatic forms as conflicts and 
mass migrations.     

Consequently, we have a duty to take the necessary steps so that this does not 
cause a widening of the gap between rich and poor. Thus, it gives me great 
satisfaction to be able to confirm the Italian Government’s commitment to support 
the initiatives undertaken by the international community.  

In assuming the presidency of the G8 this year and adopting a long-term approach, 
Italy intends to play a major role in supporting the work of the United Nations and 
international financial institutions in order to ensure long-lasting food security. 

The special attention given by Minister Tremonti to this issue at the recent meeting 
of the G7 finance ministers also testifies to our commitment. The invitations 
extended by the Minister, in particular to the President of IFAD, Mr Båge, and to the 
other leaders of international institutions to participate and discuss the problem of 
food security confirms Italy’s commitment. The results of the meeting highlighted 
the need to place agricultural policy at the core of the policy agendas of 
governments and international organizations. In point of fact, by 2050 the world 
will need twice the food that is available today. This demand, which cannot be met 
by increasing agricultural land, requires a yearly increase in farm productivity from 
the present 1-2 per cent to 3-5 per cent. 

The agencies of the United Nations headquartered in Rome are responding to the 
crisis with emergency aid and structural initiatives. The World Food Programme in 
particular has increased the volume of its interventions, demonstrating flexibility in 
adapting to the new challenges. FAO is moving forward with a radical reform 
programme, particularly in the area of governance, and this process will result in 
greater efficiency in its assistance. IFAD was able to rise to the new challenges with 
renewed organizational arrangements achieved by implementing an effective and 
timely action plan.   

The progress realized to date by the three organizations is encouraging. The Italian 
Government is pleased to have helped towards the strengthening of the United 
Nations institutions through our support of the reform processes and with major 
financial contributions, such as Italy’s commitment to contribute US$80 million, for 
the 2010 – 2012 period, towards the replenishment of IFAD’s resources, the 
negotiations for which concluded in December.   

The Italian Government also made available the new IFAD headquarters, located at 
Via Paolo di Dono, which is already functioning and was officially inaugurated 
yesterday. 

We are pleased with the way in which IFAD’s Member States responded to the 
proposal to replenish IFAD’s resources and with the achievement of the US$1.2 
billion target. This new financial commitment testifies to the recognized validity of 
IFAD's strategies and management criteria, but at the same time calls on 
Management to make further efforts to adapt the institution’s capacity to the 
requirements of managing a greater volume of resources. 

Mr President, I would like to conclude by confirming Italy's absolute support for 
IFAD, for the growing importance of its mandate, for the reforms that have been 
carried out and for its ability to respond effectively to the new challenges posed by 
the present crisis.   

To President Båge, who is coming to the end of his term, I would like to express the 
deep gratitude of the Italian Government for his accomplishments and for the 
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strengths that he has shown at the helm of this institution during such complex 
times. 

I wish President Båge great success in his future endeavours, and to all the 
participants, a most fruitful continuation of your work. 
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Message of His Excellency Ban Ki-moon,  
Secretary-General of the United Nations 

I am delighted to send my best wishes to the thirty-second session of the 
Governing Council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

You meet at a time when the global financial crisis is compounding the impact of 
the food crisis, making the challenges facing the world’s most vulnerable people all 
the more difficult.  

We know that world poverty cannot be reduced without improvements in 
agriculture, especially smallholder agriculture. Most poor people are farmers. Most 
farm work is done by women. Their efforts contribute greatly to the domestic 
product of poor countries. Poor farmers can raise their productivity, and double, or 
even triple, their output. The United Nations system must play its role in ensuring 
they do so.  

The Comprehensive Framework for Action of the High-Level Task Force on the 
Global Food Security Crisis stipulates two urgent and complementary priorities. We 
must address the immediate needs of the world’s hungry. We must also contribute 
to longer-term global food and nutrition security by building resilience to challenges 
and crises, including climate change, that endanger the hard fought development 
gains we have made.  

IFAD is a crucial ally of the world’s smallholder farmers. As an innovative 
partnership between the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and 
developing countries, it is an example of the global collaboration that is necessary 
to achieve our collective goals. I note in particular that during these difficult times, 
IFAD’s membership has responded to the effective reforms that the Fund has 
undertaken and has recognized the Fund’s crucial role by agreeing to the largest 
replenishment of resources in IFAD’s history. 

I would like to thank President Lennart Båge for his leadership of IFAD and for his 
wider contribution to the United Nations system. Notable in this regard were his 
chairmanship of the High-level Committee on Programmes of the Chief Executives 
Board for Coordination and his strong contribution to my task force on the food 
crisis. It has been a pleasure to work with him and I look forward to working closely 
with his successor. I also look forward to the steps that IFAD’s Governing Council 
will take at this session to give further impetus to our efforts to eradicate hunger 
and poverty. Please accept my best wishes for a productive session.  
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Statement by the President of IFAD, Mr Lennart Båge,  
to the thirty-second session of the Governing Council of IFAD 

Mr Chairman,  
Excellencies,  
Distinguished Governors,  
Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Welcome to Rome and to IFAD. Let me join the Chairman of the Council in 
extending my own warm welcome to all of you. 

I am delighted that so many of you were also able to participate in yesterday’s 
official inauguration of IFAD’s new Headquarters. A concrete sign of the renewal of 
IFAD. 

The food and financial crises of 2008 have been followed by what is emerging as a 
once-in-a-lifetime global economic crisis. Even before this crisis, almost one in six 
already lived in hunger and poverty. That number is now rising. Another 100 million 
people have been added over the last year. This reverses a previous downward 
trend. It must be a wake up call to all of us.    

The food crisis has transformed food security into a strategic issue 
of key importance to government leaders. For the first time in decades, world 
leaders at the Rome High Level Conference in June last year, were talking about 
smallholder farmers and their needs. Last Saturday, I was invited to introduce the 
topic of food security to the G7 finance ministers meeting here in Rome. Stronger 
policy attention and resources are now being given to strengthening food 
security. There may now be a real opportunity to address global food security and 
chronic hunger and poverty. This is an opportunity that we must seize. But the 
starting point must be a shared understanding about the underlying causes of the 
food crisis and the most effective ways to overcome them.  

The stark fact is that long-term supply is not keeping pace with demand. Global 
demand for food is projected to increase by 50 per cent by 2030, and double by 
2050. At the same time, agricultural productivity which grew at 4 to 5 per cent in 
the 1970s and early 1980s, has fallen to 1-2 per cent today.  

In India, productivity growth in the areas of the green revolution has gone down to 
zero or even less in some areas. Last April, when I joined Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh in opening the first Global Agro-Industries Forum in New Delhi, the Prime 
Minister, in a landmark speech, said that the Indian Green Revolution had run its 
course. A second Green Revolution was urgently needed. 

The mismatch between rising demand for food and a slow increase in supply has 
resulted in a downward trend in grain reserves. In fact, global use of grains has 
exceeded production for seven of the last nine years. Against this background, bad 
weather in any major producing area, or other temporary factors, will easily lead to 
a spike in food prices. With climate change increasing the frequency of droughts 
and floods we can expect a much greater volatility in food prices over the next 
decade.  
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With limited potential to increase the amount of land available for cultivation, most 
of the increased production will have to come from higher productivity per hectare 
of existing farmland. In fact, according to the global agricultural research group 
CGIAR, annual productivity increase has to go back up to 3-5 per cent. This will not 
happen on auto-pilot. This requires increased political attention and much greater 
investment in the whole agricultural value chain from research to on-farm 
investments, rural infrastructure, rural financial services, agro-processing and the 
development of efficient, competitive markets for food both within countries and at 
the regional and global level. 

In the world today, there are close to 500 million smallholder farms, with families 
over 2 billion people – one-third of humanity. In Africa and Asia they farm 80 per 
cent of the total farmland. Globally, smallholder families constitute the vast 
majority of the poor, living on less than 1 or 2 dollars per day. At the same time 
they are an important part of the global food production potential. 

When China, during the period 1991 to 2001, doubled its cereal yields based on 
agriculture, with an average plot size of less than 0.2 hectares, it also raised 
around 400 million people out of poverty. China followed India’s green revolution, 
and in recent years Vietnam has become a major agricultural exporter of, for 
example, rice and coffee, all smallholder-based. In Africa we have seen successes 
of the same kind in Malawi and Ghana. 

But most smallholder farms have very low productivity, in Africa only around one 
ton per hectare for the staples of rice and maize. They don’t have access to 
modern, highly-productive seed varieties or fertilizers, and they depend on 
unreliable rains. Many studies and projects, including those supported by IFAD, 
have demonstrated, time and again, that these farmers can easily double or triple 
their yields to 3-4 tons or even more per hectare, if they get access to the right 
seeds, fertilizers and irrigation and the financing to buy them.  

The effect of this kind of investment is visible in an IFAD-funded project in the rice 
fields of Benin. A year ago, Brigitte Addassin was struggling to live on less than 
US$2 a day. But with IFAD support, Brigitte switched to growing NERICA rice, a 
cross between African and Asian varieties, which matures quickly, is more pest 
resistant and requires less water. As a result, and with improved irrigation and 
fertilizer, Brigitte was able to increase her harvest from 1.5 tons of rice to an 
extraordinary 6.5 tons. 

There is also big potential in the all too often forgotten local crops, such as 
sorghum, millet, yams and cassava. So improving yields is far from impossible, but 
it will require a step increase in investment in agriculture. 

The Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA) prepared by the High-Level Task 
Force on Food Security, established by the Secretary General last year and bringing 
together the UN and the Bretton Woods institutions, has estimated that an 
additional US$12 to 20 billion per year is needed to bring about the required 
increase in productivity of smallholder farmers.  

The EUR 1 billion from the European Commission as well as the EUR 1 billion over 
five years pledged by Prime Minister Zapatero in Madrid last month, serve both as 
examples and inspirations to the wider world. But much more is needed. 

Official Development Assistance has an important role to play in this. Thirty years 
ago, support to agriculture represented about 18 per cent of total ODA. Today, it is 
roughly 3 per cent. This has to change and the CFA called for at least 10 per cent of 
ODA for agriculture.   

Such an increase combined with a significant increase in domestic public 
investment, as has been pledged by the countries in Africa in the Maputo 
Declaration to reach 10 per cent, will help to create the conditions for increasing 
productivity, production and incomes. It could also create the conditions for 
attracting much needed increased private investments into agriculture.  
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In many poor countries, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, agriculture generates a 
third of the GDP, 40 per cent of exports and up to 70 per cent of employment. A 
more dynamic agriculture will lift the whole economy as we have seen in India, 
China, Vietnam, Malawi, and Ghana. 

Investing in farmers will also give a major thrust to reducing poverty and help 
achieve the Millennium Development Goal to reduce poverty by half by 2015. The 
World Bank has estimated that a 1 per cent increase in agricultural GDP reduces 
poverty by 4 times as much as a percentage increase in non-agricultural GDP. 

Let me sum up the big picture in five points: 

(a) We need to grow 50 per cent more food by 2030 – 100 per cent more 
by 2050; 

(b) Area expansion is only a small part of the solution; 
(c) Increased agricultural productivity, more tons per hectare is key. We 

have to  go from today’s 1-2 per cent a year to 3-5 per cent; 
(d) Political and financial re-engagement in boosting agriculture is 

necessary; 
(e) 500 million smallholder farmers can and must be part of the solution. 

Mr Chairman, 

More immediately, by boosting smallholder production over the next two or three 
years through the supply of inputs and other investments, we can promote social 
and economic stability and help restore the economic growth path that is now 
under severe threat because of the rapidly worsening global financial and economic 
crisis. 

In 2006 and 2007, a subsidy of about US$90 million to around two million farm 
households in Malawi for seeds and fertilizer, or about US$50 per farm, yielded an 
additional harvest worth up to US$160 million. This shows that success is possible 
where conditions are right and resources available.  

Mr Chairman, 

Although adaptation to the effects of climate change is urgently needed sound 
agricultural practices can also do much to contribute to climate change mitigation. 
Farmers can contribute to carbon sequestration and limit carbon emissions, through 
planting and maintaining forests, managing rangelands and rice lands, as well as 
watershed protection that limits deforestation and soil erosion. Financial incentives 
for climate change mitigation must also include smallholder farmers. 

Promoting sustainable natural resource management by poor rural people is part of 
IFAD’s core business. Indeed, IFAD houses the Global Mechanism of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification.  

Mr Chairman, 

We need to listen to and work very closely with poor rural people themselves. They 
know their needs and priorities better than anyone else. When they come together 
in farmers’ and producers’ organizations, they add strength to their aspirations. For 
IFAD they are vital partners. In many parts of the world the communities of 
indigenous peoples are articulating their development needs and IFAD has become 
a trusted partner. It is a great challenge and responsibility for IFAD to develop 
further the work with indigenous peoples. A special priority for IFAD is women 
farmers. They produce over half of the developing world’s food supplies; in sub-
Saharan Africa the figure is even higher. Without the daily, dawn-to-dusk struggle 
of rural women, food would indeed be short. When they are fully heard and 
genuinely part of development programmes, success rates go up! 
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Mr Chairman, 

Over the last seven years IFAD’s Programme of Work has grown on average by 
nearly 10 per cent a year, financing better seeds, more micro-finance, more roads, 
self-help groups, training, extension, irrigation, strengthened institutions and much 
other vital support to rural communities. 

In doing so, we have significantly improved the quality and impact of IFAD-funded 
programmes. I am happy to say that the assessments made by IFAD’s independent 
office of evaluation show an improving trend in effectiveness, sustainability, 
innovation and poverty impact. We are on track to reach the targets set in IFAD’s 
Action Plan. In fact all but one has been reached ahead of time. However, there is 
no letting up of the commitment to further improvement.  

Over the last few years, IFAD has profoundly reformed as an institution.  

• We have developed results-based country strategies and programmes. 
• We have expanded our country level presence. 
• We have increased significantly our direct supervision of projects and 

programmes. 
• We have improved our targeting, knowledge management and 

innovation capacity. 
• We have achieved administrative efficiencies and reduced transaction 

costs. 
• And we have introduced serious human resources reform as well as a 

culture change based on core values. 
• The 2008 UN Global Staff Survey, completed by some 15 000 staff from 

34 UN organizations, showed IFAD ranking second overall.  

We are, to sum up, a results-driven values-based organization. And we are 
committed to continuous change and reform. 

During my eight years as President, I have seen how IFAD’s key asset is its staff. I 
cannot pay enough tribute to their professionalism, their commitment and their 
dedication in often the most difficult of circumstances. Now when we add a growing 
number of country office staff I would like to recognize their crucial role in the new 
IFAD that is taking shape. They need our support and recognition more than 
anyone.  

In recognition of our relevance and our growing development effectiveness, you, 
the Member States of IFAD, agreed in December last year on a new Replenishment 
of IFAD’s resources. It represents an unprecedented 67 per cent increase over 
IFAD’s last replenishment, making it the largest in our history. The confidence 
shown in IFAD is reflected by six countries so far having more than doubled their 
pledges. Saudi Arabia led the way with its early announcement of a five-fold 
increase. And 20 countries have pledged increases of over 50 per cent. I urge those 
that have yet to pledge to do so, if at all possible, at this Governing Council. 

Over the next four years IFAD will provide about US$3.7 billion to support 
agricultural projects and programmes with a total investment cost, including co-
financing, of up to US$8.5 billion. We expect these programmes to help about 70 
million poor women and men on smallholder farms, to increase their productivity, 
production and incomes.  

Thanks to you, our Members, IFAD is stronger today than we were eight years ago, 
when I first addressed the Governing Council. In many developing countries, IFAD 
is one of the largest sources of financing for agriculture and rural development. 
Little of what we achieve, however, could be done without the close collaboration of 
our partners: FAO and WFP here in Rome; the wider UN system; the World Bank 
and the regional development banks, the OPEC Fund for International 
Development, the Global Environmental Facility, the CGIAR system and many other 
multilateral and bilateral partners.  
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Key among our partners are the developing countries themselves – you, the 
member governments, the rural poor and their organizations, the increasingly 
important farmer and producer organizations. 

IFAD is an active partner in the international system. We are committed to working 
under the leadership of our member governments in a harmonized way – consistent 
with the Paris Declaration and the Accra Agenda for Action. The 2008 Survey on 
Monitoring the Paris Declaration showed IFAD performing stronger than the UN or 
other IFIs on most indicators. IFAD is playing an active role in the One UN initiative, 
working closely with UN Country Teams and locating our country presence in our 
partner agencies. I would like to pay a special tribute to the consistent support from 
WFP and FAO in this process. 

We are delighted to have been able to contribute to the work of the Secretary 
General’s High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis. I am pleased 
that we will house the Rome hub of the Secretariat of the Task Force. We also look 
forward to playing our part in the proposed Global Partnership on agriculture and 
food security. 

As we enter a new era for IFAD under a new President, I want to recognize the 
importance of your strong, strategic governance of this organization.  

You the IFAD Member States, through the Executive Board, set our agenda. You 
provide our direction, through policies and strategies. And you follow up through 
rigorous monitoring and evaluation. You underpin and reinforce our core values. 
And you ensure that IFAD remains at the cutting edge of development 
effectiveness. 

I would like to take this – my last – opportunity to thank you, the Members, for the 
support you have given this institution and me personally over the eight years I 
have been President. I am confident that you will continue to provide the same 
strong support to my successor.  

I thank you for the trust you have shown in me; the belief you have shown in IFAD; 
your willingness to support reform and your readiness to provide the resources 
needed to allow IFAD to grow and develop, to realize its potential.  

I am proud to have been your partner in this development.  

And I want to thank you for being such wonderful hosts when I have visited so 
many of you, and for giving me the personal opportunity to witness, far into the 
most remote areas, first-hand, the difference we make. From a women’s self-help 
group deep into the tribal areas of Chattisgarh in India to a family farm cooperative 
outside Asuncion in Paraguay. From the village level irrigation and local cattle dip 
by Lake Victoria in Tanzania to the upland farmer in China. From the microfinance 
programme in the Maya Indian community on the Yucatan peninsula to the savings 
and loan association by the Senegal River in eastern Senegal. From the irrigated 
new lands of Egypt to the arid fields outside Aleppo, Syria. From the densely 
populated rice growing areas of Java, Indonesia to the fisherfolk outside Beira, 
Mozambique.  

I have met individuals, families, communities, farmer organizations – all deeply 
anchored in their cultures, identities and livelihoods joined together in a global 
village of hope. Our joint responsibility is to enlarge this global village to reach all 
those hungry and poor living in destitution and despair, to help them realise the 
dreams that we all share as human beings.  
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Message of the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, Dr Jacques Diouf, delivered on his behalf by 
Mr James G. Butler, Deputy Director-General  

It is a real pleasure to be with you this morning and address this great gathering. 

For over 30 years now, IFAD has been a key bulwark in the battle to eradicate rural 
poverty and hunger, and I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate IFAD 
on its impressive achievements in pursuit of its mission. This has been amply 
recognized and generously rewarded by IFAD’s member countries through the 
recent Eighth Replenishment of the Fund’s resources, with their backing of a three-
year, US$3 billion programme, including US$1.2 billion in new contributions. Taking 
into consideration the world financial crisis, this is a remarkable achievement.  

Without question, 2008 was an extraordinarily challenging year for developing 
countries. The triple food, fuel and financial crisis threatens global food and 
nutrition security and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and poses a broad range of challenges – humanitarian, human rights, 
socio-economic, environmental, developmental, political and peace and security-
related challenges. The crisis has, in 2007 and 2008, thrown an additional 115 
million of the world’s most vulnerable people into chronic hunger, bringing the 
number of hungry people in the world to almost one billion, and reversing progress 
towards achieving the internationally-agreed hunger reduction goals.  

FAO, IFAD and WFP have been in the vanguard of the international development 
community’s effort to redress the impact of this crisis, notably through the High-
Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis (HLTF). The HLTF, for which a 
Rome hub for its Coordination Secretariat is now hosted by IFAD, has coordinated 
the efforts of the United Nations system in addressing the global crisis including 
facilitating the development of a strategy and a prioritized plan of action, namely 
the Comprehensive Framework for Action. The recently approved EUR 1 billion 
European Union Food Facility is a testament to the HLTF’s capacity and commitment 
to this role. FAO, IFAD and WFP also contributed to the success of last month’s 
High-Level Meeting on Food Security for All, held in Madrid. The Madrid meeting 
constituted a further step in affirming the political will needed to foster coherent, 
effective and durable action for the food security of our generation and that of our 
children. It called for improved partnerships and advocated for a leap in resource 
mobilization to tackle the present unacceptable situation of food insecurity in the 
world. Prime Minister Zapatero signalled the way by pledging EUR 1 billion, US$1.3 
billion equivalent, to help fight hunger over the next five years and stated that on 
his watch the government would reach its commitment to allocate 0.7% of GDP to 
development assistance.    

This outcome typifies the extensive and effective cooperation among the United 
Nations Rome-based agencies, soon to be strengthened through a joint strategy 
paper on collaboration. I am pleased to report that, based on our shared objectives 
and respective comparative advantages, we are increasingly finding effective ways 
and means to collaborate in normative activities and across such areas as 
investment planning, harmonization of data collection, vulnerability mapping and 
disaster risk management. In the future, I look forward to strengthened 
collaboration in the field, including common country programming instruments, with 
a view to improving consistency and compatibility with national development 
priorities and ensuring greater national ownership in line with the principles of the 
Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the Accra Agenda for Action. 

The Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA) is a valuable contribution to our 
concerted action to improving food security, which is gaining momentum both 
within and beyond the United Nations system. It will act as a catalyst for 
intervention by providing governments, international and regional agencies and 
organizations, and civil society groups, with a menu of policies and actions from 
which to draw appropriate responses. 

In their rapid response to the food crisis, the United Nations Rome-based agencies 
have raised awareness, mobilized resources and provided urgent and targeted food 
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and nutrition assistance, seeds and fertilizers and other agricultural inputs and 
financing, and have supported the scaling up of safety nets such as school feeding 
and food for work programmes in many of the most vulnerable countries and 
communities. In line with the CFA-agreed twin track approach, plans are now being 
put in place for sustaining and intensifying these responses, combining actions with 
a view to achieving longer-term and sustainable food security. But more is needed 
in terms of resources to implement these plans and prevent a further deterioration 
of the food and nutrition situation in countries where coping capacities are 
challenged. 

To avoid further deterioration in hunger and human suffering and future threats to 
social stability, the resources needed to fulfil the commitments to the world’s most 
vulnerable people and meet the MDGs, in particular MDG-1, should be made 
available. Also, the current international system that has resulted in increased 
hunger and poverty needs to be revisited. A consolidated and sustained global 
partnership is required to bring together governments, multilateral and regional 
institutions, private sector, civil society and NGO actors to act coherently and 
collaboratively in the fight against hunger and poverty. Nothing less than a new 
world food order is called for. 

I would like to focus on this concept of a new world food order. 

Recently, several forums, including the High-Level Conference on World Food 
Security held last June in FAO, the G8 Summit held in July in Japan and the Thirty-
fifth (Special) Session of the FAO Conference last November, called for 
strengthening the governance of world food security. The proposals concern in 
particular the establishment of an international group of high-level experts on food 
and agriculture, with the mandate to conduct scientific analyses, and a global 
partnership to enhance dialogue with all partners and thus facilitate coordination 
and implementation of action plans.  

The global partnership on food and agriculture would need to follow multiple tracks, 
including ensuring high-level ministerial communications to maintain political 
commitment; maintaining a donor policy dialogue with a view to aid improved 
alignment, coordination and predictability; building a field-level policy dialogue 
among national governments, local donors, civil society organizations and the 
private sector; and ensuring better policies and strategies for agriculture and food 
security. At regional and country levels, the global partnership would monitor 
outcomes, disseminate lessons learned, help build South-South linkages, support 
policy coherence, and identify and address financing gaps. The debate on the 
establishment of the partnership should be open and the process should be 
inclusive of all stakeholders. 

The high-level expert group would provide a synthesis of scientific knowledge to 
decision makers dealing with food security and also regular and reliable information 
on the current and long-term situations of world food security, based on a scientific 
consensus at the highest level. It would need to develop strong relations with 
international academic and research institutions as well as eminent experts in the 
field from all over the world. 

I would like to note that the United Nations Rome-based agencies are fundamental 
repositories of data, information and analysis at all levels on food security and 
agriculture. IFAD, with over 30 years of investment and work experience with small 
farmers and rural communities, has gained strong knowledge and expertise in 
innovative approaches for agricultural development and poverty reduction. FAO is a 
respected knowledge organization and centre of excellence across the full spectrum 
of agriculture and rural development disciplines. The WFP’s Emergency Food 
Security Assessment reports form the basis for world humanitarian response to 
food emergencies. Collectively, FAO, IFAD and WFP also have a vast 
multidisciplinary field presence, such as the food security theme groups at country 
level.  

FAO’s Committee on World Food Security (CFS), established following the World 
Food Conference of 1974, provides a forum in the United Nations system for the 
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review and follow-up of policies and programmes concerning world food security. In 
this process it examines major problems and issues affecting the world food 
situation, monitors stakeholder actions and proposes necessary steps to promote 
the goal of world food security. The CFS is open to all United Nations and FAO 
Members, and involves representatives of other international agencies, NGOs, civil 
society and the private sector. As such, it provides a neutral forum with a universal 
character.  

The International Alliance Against Hunger (IAAH) brings together key United 
Nations and civil society players at international level to work jointly on hunger and 
malnutrition issues at global and country levels. Its principal functions are joint 
advocacy, networking/support for national programmes, and reporting to the CFS 
on progress made towards World Food Summit and MDG targets. The IAAH is 
supported at national level through national alliances against hunger, now 
established in 18 developing countries and 5 Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) countries with an additional 25 national 
alliances under development. The heads of the United Nations Rome-based 
agencies have jointly confirmed their support to strengthening the IAAH. I would 
like to take this opportunity, therefore, to make a call for expanding the 
membership of the IAAH and strengthening its global work, notably by developing 
the advocacy capacities of national alliances against hunger.   

The IFAD sponsored Farmers' Forum, which meets every two years for a global 
consultation following consultations at the national and regional levels, is a bottom-
up process of discussion and dialogue between small farmers and rural producers’ 
organizations, IFAD and governments, focusing on rural development and poverty 
reduction. Fully aligned with IFAD's strategic objectives, the Forum is rooted in 
concrete partnership and collaboration at the country and regional levels. 

The world is significantly behind schedule in achieving the World Food Summit and 
MDG targets of reducing hunger by half by 2015. One in seven persons is 
undernourished, suffering from either chronic or acute hunger – it is certainly an 
unbearable situation. The strategies, programmes and plans to overcome hunger 
and ensure food security for all do exist. We know what to do, but we lack the 
means and the right setting to do the work. In brief, a new system of world food 
security must be established. During the course of 2009, I expect the United 
Nations Rome-based agencies to lead the building of a roadmap to achieve a large 
and broad consensus on the rapid and final elimination of hunger from our planet. 

Mr President, let me conclude by acknowledging your achievements during your two 
terms as President of IFAD. Over this period, IFAD, like FAO now, has undertaken a 
massive programme of reform leading to the adoption of the IFAD Strategic 
Framework 2007-2010, a greatly enhanced project design and quality control 
system and a corporate planning and performance management system to measure 
and report results. You have also been a key player on the international stage. As 
Chair of the High-level Committee on Programmes of the United Nations System 
Chief Executives Board for Coordination, you have been instrumental in providing 
both inspiration and momentum to policy formulation and coherence on United 
Nations system-wide issues. I would like to take this opportunity to specifically 
acknowledge the important role you played in enhancing the involvement of 
agencies in the formulation of strategic planning, policy and programme 
development and implementation, and on other areas that require priority attention 
in response to the challenges facing the United Nations system and the global 
community. Finally, I wish to acknowledge the remarkable pro-poor development 
achievements of IFAD under your leadership, especially in such areas as women 
and indigenous people’s empowerment, small-scale irrigation, microfinance service 
delivery and agricultural knowledge development, just to mention a few. While you 
will leave us, I hope we can count on your support in the years to come. 

I wish you a successful Governing Council session. 
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Statement by Ms Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the World Food 
Programme 

It is an honour to address this esteemed Governing Council – ministers, leaders and 
agricultural and food security experts from around the world.  

We are gathered here in Rome at a critical moment in history – a moment when 
three converging crises – food, fuel and financial – have forced us to ask the most 
basic of questions. Can we ensure basic food security? Can we be sure that enough 
food will be produced and that the world’s population will be able to access 
adequate food for survival?  

Despite last year’s heroic efforts by many to address emergency hunger and seed 
and fertilizer needs, we know hunger is on the march, with an additional 115 million 
added to the ranks of the hungry. Today, nearly one billion people go to bed 
hungry. 

As we gather, in addition to honouring a great and beloved leader in the battle for 
global food security, Lennart Båge – I would like to make three points: 

1) Food security is now one of the top peace and security issues of our time.  

2) We can – and must – win the battle against hunger and for global food security. 
We can do this.  

3) This challenge is bigger than any one nation or institution – we must act 
together or fall together. 

Point one: we are not out of the woods, and destabilization of food access is a 
matter of global stability. No one can predict the length or depth of the current 
economic crisis. But history teaches us two things. 

First, the world’s poorest will be the hardest hit. And second, we are all in this 
together and we ignore the call of hunger at our own peril. 

As the global situation has worsened over the last year, many have compared it to 
the dark days of the Great Depression. Banks closing, unemployment rising, and 
millions of families driven into desperate poverty and hunger – in nation after 
nation. 

At that time, almost a century ago, nations chose to draw inward, withdrawing from 
the global community, establishing isolationist policies that fuelled the growing 
depression. This fostered a decade of political instability and rising dictatorships.  

In the years after 1929, the world was plunged into war and millions of lives were 
lost. After the food crisis in 1974, many governments were toppled as rising hunger 
fuelled popular discontent. During last year’s food price crisis there were food riots 
in more than 30 countries. Last year, many were driven to hunger as food prices 
soared beyond their reach. This year, many are being driven to hunger as their 
family incomes rapidly decline or disappear.  

Hunger and food insecurity must no longer be the exclusive purview of 
humanitarians, technical experts and do-gooders – this challenge is, once again, 
about global peace and security, and about the stability of nations. 

Just days ago, United States President Barack Obama’s new Director of National 
Intelligence, retired Admiral Dennis Blair, told the United States Senate that the 
economic crisis, not terrorism or nuclear proliferation, now tops the list of the 
country’s security concerns.  

He said: "Roughly, a quarter of the countries in the world have already experienced 
low-level instabilities such as government changes because of the current 
slowdown." And, he said that the “primary near-term security concern of the United 
States is the global economic crisis and its geopolitical implications." 

As outlined by Andrew Natsios, former Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development, in a new paper entitled “The Coming Food Coups”, 
“Though it is unlikely that famine will sweep across the globe, causing revolution, 
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upheaval, and mass starvation, the consequences of the increase in food prices 
since 2004 could still be dire if prices continue to increase and a severe worldwide 
recession drastically reduces family income in developing countries.” 

In a world even more interconnected than in the 1930s, we need to resist 
isolationist tendencies, and an “every nation for itself” environment. 

Providing for your own nation is not an irrational action after last year’s food crisis. 
Not only were key staple prices beyond the reach of the poor, but even nations with 
money were unable to purchase commodities with stocks at historic lows. 

Unfortunately all signs point to the fact that last year’s food crisis is far from over. 
A new study from Chatham House released last month warns of the coming “global 
food crunch.” The long-term drivers of high prices such as climate change, lack of 
investment in agriculture and fuel production as well as rising rates of food 
consumption will continue. 

Though down from last year’s highs, prices remain at historically high levels. Global 
cereal prices are 71 per cent higher than they were in 2005 and 7.5 percent higher 
than in 2007, according to the latest figures of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). And local market prices in many countries, driven by short supply, continue 
to ramp up. For example, maize prices in Malawi are up over 100 per cent year on 
year, and 45 per cent higher in Benin.  

Philippines' Agriculture Secretary, Arthur Yap, in a statement for the High-Level 
Meeting on Food Security for All in Madrid, raised the alarm that stock-to-use ratios 
are at 30-year lows. He called this the calm before the storm, urging measures 
such as calling on the World Food Programme (WFP) to consider emergency food 
stocks for nations, to instill a level of certainty and stability. 

As Prime Minister Zapatero pointed out in Madrid, the financial crisis is 
compounding the plight of the hungry as family incomes are cut, further 
marginalizing those who live on less than a dollar or two a day.  

At WFP there are five factors we are watching to indicate how the financial crisis 
may affect hunger among the most vulnerable. The first is dependence on 
remittances. As the global economy slows, so can remittances sent home. This is 
already hitting hard. For example, it is estimated that in 2008, 19 per cent of the 
Kyrgyz Republic’s GDP was made up of remittances. That is a lower rate than in 
2007 and it could fall further in 2009. The slowdown has thrown 600,000 into 
urgent hunger. The Government has requested WFP to come back for the first time 
since 1992.  

Remittances are a vital part of economies throughout the world. Haiti has an 
average of 20 per cent, and a number of Central American countries have an 
average of 25 per cent of GDP dependent on remittances. Africa receives nearly 
US$20 billion in remittances. 

The second factor we are looking at is export dependence. Last year, vulnerability 
was caused by food import dependence. In this time of economic difficulty, 
dependence on exports is creating a new kind of vulnerability. As exports slow, so 
do incomes in poor countries. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates that 
sub-Saharan Africa exports will decline by half in 2009, cutting off a vital source of 
employment, income and foreign capital.  

The third factor is growing unemployment and poverty rates which threaten to push 
more of the working poor into the ranks of the hungry poor. The International 
Labour Organization estimates that the number of unemployed may rise by 50 
million this year.  

The fourth factor is declining investment and access to credit. In an editorial this 
month entitled "Barter Beware", The Financial Times warns that many nations are 
entering into a "secret web of barter deals as a substitute for global commodity 
markets" because financing for the international food trade is drying up or 
becoming too expensive. Some report they cannot get lines of credit to buy food for 
their nations. 
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The fifth area concerns access to adequate supplies. We are beginning again to see 
nations shutting down food exports as many have just done in West Africa to ward 
off food inflation and protect supply. Others are importing more and many are 
trying to rebuild depleted stocks; there is again the spectre of hoarding. Once 
again, we must ask ourselves if we are witnessing a fundamental breakdown in 
some aspects of the global food markets where nations cannot be sure that they 
can secure enough supply or the access to credit to fund the purchases they need. 

To address these critical challenges requires the highest level of attention from 
presidents, prime ministers, kings, queens, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, the High-Level Task Force vice-chaired by FAO, and all of you. The G8 
hosted by Italy this year, the G20 and others must and are planning to keep food 
security high on their agenda.  

But we must not despair. This is a battle that is winnable. Between 1969 and 2004 
we cut the proportion of hunger by half. Nations that emerged from poverty during 
this time include China, Brazil, Ghana, Malawi, Thailand and many others. This 
follows a path of success set just a few generations ago by Ireland, Finland, 
Sweden, Japan and others.  

In fact, we have every reason to be encouraged by our joint efforts last year, which 
proved our effectiveness when nations, agencies, NGOs and the private sector 
cooperated to meet an unprecedented challenge. Last year, thanks to the enormous 
generosity of many nations, WFP ramped up to reach 100 million people in need, 
helping more than 80 nations cool down food instability and helping to prevent 
massive suffering.  

This was the quickest and largest emergency scale-up in history. We lost 14 people 
in the line of duty, ships were attacked by pirates, as were our truck convoys and 
drivers. But nothing got in the way of WFP and a hungry child.  

These efforts, complemented the scientific and long-term efforts by FAO, IFAD, the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, the World Bank and 
others. I thank nations for helping ensure we are more effective. President Obama 
has made clear that hunger and security are high on his agenda, as America funds 
40 per cent of emergency action. Many nations gave two or three times the amount 
they gave previously.  

And this is not your grandmother’s food aid. With the leadership of Belgium, 
Canada, the European Commission, the Nordic Nations, the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA), the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Howard G. 
Buffett Foundation, we launched Purchasing for Progress, or P4P. Today, WFP buys 
80 per cent of its food from developing nations – and a quarter of that figure in 
southern Africa – helping break the cycle of hunger at its root. This is designed to 
support the African Union and national efforts at food independence. 

WFP, IFAD and FAO have just launched P4P with the Government of Mozambique to 
ensure that the farmers we purchase from are getting better seeds and fertilizer. 
One Mozambican farmer, Alfredo, used the money he earned through P4P to 
purchase school supplies for his children, clothes for his family, and tools. He is also 
planning to grow more than five times the amount of cowpeas this year, knowing 
he has a buyer. He told one of our staff members: “Now that there is a secure 
buyer, I will produce a lot more.” 

In fact, WFP and IFAD have worked for more than three decades, along with FAO, 
to solve problems together. Today we are working together on 18 projects in 14 
countries, the majority of which are in Africa and Asia. The strategy has been to 
combine WFP food and nutrition assistance with IFAD’s financing to 
comprehensively address rural hunger and poverty. Through food-for-work, food-
for-training and microcredit programmes we are building resiliency and self-
sufficiency. 

I cannot end my comments without offering a tribute to Lennart Båge and the 
significant legacy that he leaves after his eight-year tenure. I met Lennart when 
Kofi Annan appointed us both to the High-Level Panel on United Nations Coherence. 
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It was clear then that he is driven by a heartfelt desire for a United Nations system 
that effectively combats poverty and hunger, and promotes self-sufficiency for the 
world’s most vulnerable. 

He comes from a country that three generations ago had significant poverty and 
malnutrition, he exemplifies Sweden’s can-do outlook, matched with incredible 
generosity. As President of IFAD, he has put that commitment into action. Lennart’s 
leadership can be described by four Ds:  

Dedication 

Decency 

Determination 

Drive  

These four qualities have helped Lennart lead IFAD to become an even more 
effective agency. One of the hallmarks of his time at IFAD includes successfully 
increasing the effectiveness, efficiency and relevance of IFAD. Lennart has also 
been a leader here in Rome, building bridges between donor nations, other United 
Nations agencies, and those we serve in the field.  

This collaboration helps deliver on a United Nations-wide twin-track approach to 
food security: 1. Direct, immediate action to provide access to nutritious food. 2. 
Longer-term agricultural development to eliminate the root causes of hunger.  

They say that when you leave a position, your work continues on through your 
greatest admirers. I am one, and the WFP stands ready to build on Lennart’s 
accomplishments to help reduce poverty and hunger.  

A big part of that legacy is the understanding that no person, no agency or no 
nation can do this alone. We must all work together to ensure, as we focus on Wall 
Street and Main Street, that we do not forget the places with no streets.  

President Obama’s intelligence chief Dennis Blair said that among the most 
immediate impact of the economic crisis will be nations not being able to fully meet 
their humanitarian obligations.  

We cannot let that happen. We must stay the course.  

Let history remember that at a time of unprecedented challenge the world did not 
withdraw, but stood together for the most vulnerable.  

Thank you.  
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Statement by Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze upon his appointment as President of 
IFAD 

First of all, let me say how grateful I am for the confidence that you, the Member 
States of IFAD represented here today, have placed in me by electing me President 
of IFAD for the next four years. I am particularly honoured that this support comes 
from across all three Lists of the membership. The unique partnership between 
OPEC countries, developing countries and the OECD countries that IFAD represents 
is a fundamental strength that together we should continue to reinforce over the 
coming years. Let me also thank the other candidates for their commitments to 
IFAD and for participating in an open and transparent election process.  

Being chosen to work for rural poor people by heading the United Nations agency 
that is dedicated to improving their lives is both an honour and a challenge. I would 
like to echo the words of the United Nations Secretary-General in his message 
today, in which he described this organization as a crucial ally of the world’s 
smallholder farmers. I would like to see IFAD grow to be an ever-stronger ally for 
poor rural people. We will continue to consolidate and deepen the change and 
reform process over the next few years, with a strong focus on human resource 
management. This will require bold actions to achieve the results you expect and I 
count upon your support during this process. 

Within the focus on human resources, one of my priorities will be to ensure that the 
staff of IFAD, whose dedication and commitment is a key asset for the Fund, are 
able to give their best in these challenging times. Achieving concrete results and 
impact on the ground with our projects and programmes, with our partners, will 
continue to be at the core of IFAD. With enhanced country presence and direct 
supervision, we will continue to reinforce our quality agenda. Our strength as an 
ally comes also from our close collaboration with our sister agencies, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World Food Programme here 
in Rome, with the entire United Nations system and with the Bretton Woods 
institutions. The international system can only meet the challenges of food security 
if we work together. IFAD will continue to be an active partner in the global 
endeavour and I hope we can count always on your support. 

To Lennart, a wonderful person, a warm personal thank you for bringing this 
institution to where it is today. Under your leadership, IFAD’s programme of work 
has almost doubled. We have substantially increased the quality of our projects and 
programmes, while implementing a comprehensive and a deep reform programme. 
You leave a legacy at IFAD and beyond that will not be forgotten. It has been an 
honour, a pleasure and an exciting experience working with you on the team. I wish 
you and your family every success in your future endeavours but, I must add, you 
leave me with a mighty challenge. 

I would like to extend my deepest thanks to my country, Nigeria, for its faith in me 
and its support, and to all the Member States of IFAD across all Lists, with whom I 
have worked in various capacities and who have particularly supported me in this 
election. I look forward to enhancing our collaboration. And, of course, my greatest 
thanks and appreciation go to my wife, Julianna. 

Finally, to the close to one billion people who go to bed hungry every night, let me 
say that you are the reason why we, IFAD, you the Members, the owners of IFAD, 
and we your stewards to whom you have entrusted the management of this Fund, 
are here today; this is why we exist. Our challenge will be to make agriculture the 
central focus of governments, to reduce poverty and hunger, and to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals. With your support, and together, I am sure we 
shall succeed.  
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Statement by the Chairperson, the Honourable Dr Sayyadi Abba Ruma, 
closing the thirty-second session of the Governing Council 

Mr President, 
Mr President-elect, 
Distinguished Governors and Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is time to draw this thirty-second session of Governing Council of IFAD to a close. 
It is fitting that while we approved the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s resources, 
the largest replenishment in IFAD’s history, and celebrated the legacy that 
President Båge has bequeathed to the institution, we also came together and 
placed our trust in President-elect Nwanze to lead IFAD in its fight against rural 
poverty. The professional, inclusive and transparent process that led to the 
appointment of the President of IFAD has brought IFAD’s membership together and 
directed its focus on the importance of our role in the governance of this Fund.  

The Council spoke as one in recognizing the devastating impact of the financial 
crisis on the world’s economy and, in particular, on those most vulnerable. The 
inaugural statements pronounced by Paulo Bernardo Silva, Minister of Planning, 
Budget and Management of Brazil, and Nicola Cosentino, Under-Secretary of State 
of the Ministry of Economy and Finance of the Italian Republic, stressed the 
important role of smallholder farmers in facing up to the challenges ahead, and 
their fundamental contribution to sustainable economic development through 
increased agricultural productivity. As a champion of the world’s smallholder 
farmers, IFAD’s mandate is more relevant now than ever. The message of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations once again highlighted IFAD as an 
important member of the United Nations family, represented at this session by 
IFAD’s sister agencies here in Rome, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and the World Food Programme.  

Distinguished Governors, 

During this session, we also had the pleasure of welcoming the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands as a new Member of the Fund. The Council also approved IFAD’s 
audited financial statements for 2007, the budgets of IFAD and its Office of 
Evaluation for 2009, the Voluntary Separation Programme for IFAD and the 
emoluments of the President of IFAD as proposed by the Emoluments Committee 
and recommended by the Executive Board.  

Our thanks and congratulations go to the members of the Consultation on the 
Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources for their conscientious commitment to 
the Fund and its beneficiaries, which resulted in the successful conclusion of 
negotiations. Consensus emerged on a target level of US$1.2 billion for Members’ 
contributions to the replenishment, a 67 per cent increase over the Seventh 
Replenishment, for a programme of work of US$3.0 billion for the period 2010-
2012. Coupled with cofinancing, this would result in a total investment in 
agricultural and rural development of US$7.5 billion, reaching about 60 million poor 
rural people and improving their lives. 

A new Executive Board membership was elected for a three-year term of office. We 
are all well aware of the importance of the work of the Executive Board which 
ultimately facilitates our deliberations with its recommendations. May I, on your 
behalf, express our best wishes to our colleagues on the Board and thank the 
outgoing members for their diligent work. 

The Council also reviewed the reports on the Seventh Replenishment of IFAD’s 
resources, the special expenditure for IFAD’s new headquarters and the 
implementation of the performance-based allocation system, as well as a progress 
report on the operational activities of the Global Mechanism of the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification.  
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Distinguished Delegates, 

At this, the last session of the Governing Council that Mr Lennart Båge has attended 
as President of IFAD, many tributes have been paid to his leadership and the wise 
decisions he has made in directing the resources of the Fund towards fulfilling its 
mandate – enabling poor rural people to overcome poverty. Most importantly, the 
Governors of IFAD’s Member States gratefully acknowledged the drive and 
dedication shown by Mr Båge during his term of office. His insight has allowed for 
the evolution of the organization both internally and with respect to its external 
operations, making IFAD – in his own words – a tested and proven instrument to 
fight poverty. He has not only acquired the praise of the international development 
community but earned the esteem of his staff – the mark of a true leader. Accept, 
President Båge, our best wishes for your future endeavours.  

Our thanks should go as well to the staff of IFAD, whose expertise in planning and 
organizing this conference is commendable. A special word of thanks goes, as 
always, to the interpreters, the technical staff and, of course, the conference 
messengers. The efficiency, thorough organization, and professionalism 
demonstrated by all have ensured the success of this session. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Much work has been done, and much work lies ahead. I am sure that I speak on 
behalf of all distinguished Governors when I express our confidence in President-
elect Nwanze. In facing up to the challenges of reducing the hunger and poverty of 
those close to one billion people who go to bed hungry each night, he enjoys the 
support of the entire membership. Past, present and future, IFAD’s strength lies in 
its membership, the unique partnership of OPEC countries, developing countries 
and OECD countries. Poverty and hunger know neither borders nor limits – nor do 
we, the membership of IFAD, in our support of this Fund and its mandate. 

On this note, I hereby close the thirty-second session of the Governing Council.
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AFGHANISTAN 
 
Governor  Mohammad Musa MAROOFI 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Islamic Republic of Afghanistan  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Abdul Razak AYAZI 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
ALBANIA 
 
Governor  Ndoc FASLIA 
  Deputy Minister for Agriculture,  

  Food and Consumer Protection 
  Tirana 
 
Alternate Governor  Llesh KOLA 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Albania to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Shkelzen MARKU 
  Director 

Mountain Areas Development  
  Agency (MADA) 

  Tirana 
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ALBANIA (cont’d)  
 
  Vera CARA  

First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Albania 
  to the United Nations Food  
  and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
ALGERIA 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Rachid MARIF 
  Ambassadeur 

Représentant permanent de la République 
  algérienne démocratique et populaire  
  auprès des organisations spécialisées 
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
  Ali MAATALLAH 
  Directeur des affaires juridiques  

  et de la règlementation  
Ministère de l’agriculture et  
  du développement rural 

  Alger 
 
  Abderrahman HAMIDAOUI 
  Ministre plénipotentiaire 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République algérienne  
  démocratique et populaire auprès  
  des organisations spécialisées 
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
  Mohamed TALEB 
  Secrétaire diplomatique 

Ambassade de la République 
  algérienne démocratique 
  et populaire 

  Rome 
 
  Faiza YAKER 
  Chef de Bureau du suivi des  

  financements extérieurs 
Ministère de l’agriculture et  
  du développement rural 

  Alger 
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ALGERIA (cont’d) 
 
  Mourad ABDELFETTAH 
  Chercheur  

Institut national de la recherche  
  agronomique d’Algérie 

  Alger 
 
 
ANGOLA 
 
Gouverneur  Afonso Pedro CANGA 
  Ministre de l’agriculture 
  Luanda 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Manuel Pedro PACAVIRA 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République d’Angola  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Margarida IZATA 
  Directrice des organismes 

  internationaux 
Ministère des relations extérieures 

  Luanda 
 
  Manuel DOMINGOS 
  Directeur du Cabinet de la coopération  

  et relations internationales 
Ministère de l’agriculture 

  Luanda 
 
  Paulo UIME 
  Président 

Union nationale des  
  paysans angolais 

  Luanda 
 
  Afonso NORMAN 
  Conseiller du Ministre 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
  Luanda 
 
  Kiala Kia MATEVA 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République d’Angola 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
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ANGOLA (cont’d) 
 
  Carlos Alberto AMARAL 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République d’Angola 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Luis Borges S. ALBINO 
  Assistant du Ministre 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
  Luanda 
 
  Maria Celestina PACAVIRA 
  Attaché commercial 

Ambassade de la République 
  d’Angola 

  Rome 
 
 
ARGENTINA 
 
  Guillermo D. MARTINI 
  Subsecretario de Desarrollo Rural  

  y Agricultura Familiar 
Secretaría de Agricultura, 
  Ganadería, Pesca y Alimentos 

  Buenos Aires 
 
Gobernador Suplente  María del Carmen SQUEFF 
  Consejero 

Encargada de Negocios, a.i. 
Representación Permanente  
  de la República Argentina 

  Roma 
 
  Agustín ZIMMERMANN 
  Tercer Secretario 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República Argentina  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
ARMENIA 
 
Alternate Governor  Zohrab V. MALEK 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Armenia to 
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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AUSTRIA 
 
Governor  Edith FRAUWALLNER 
  Deputy Director-General 

Federal Ministry of Finance 
  Vienna 
 
Alternate Governor  Klaus OEHLER 
  Deputy Director 

International Financial Institutions 
Federal Ministry of Finance 

  Vienna 
 
Adviser  Hannes MACHOR 
  Attaché 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of Austria 

  Rome 
 
 
AZERBAIJAN 
 
Governor  Emil Zulfugar Oglu KARIMOV 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Azerbaijan  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Vugar MEHDIYEV 
  Deputy Director-General 

State Agency for 
  Agricultural Credits 
Ministry of Agriculture 

  Baku 
 
  Mammad ZULFUGAROV 
  Third Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Azerbaijan  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
BANGLADESH 
 
Alternate Governor  Masud BIN MOMEN 
(acting)  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative  
  of the People’s Republic  
  of Bangladesh to IFAD 

  Rome 
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BANGLADESH (cont’d) 
 
Adviser  Sultana AFROZ 
  Economic Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the People’s Republic  
  of Bangladesh to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
BELGIUM 
 
Gouverneur  Jan DE BOCK 
  Ambassadeur 

Représentant permanent du 
  Royaume de Belgique 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Martine VAN DOOREN 
  Ministre Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  du Royaume de Belgique  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
 
BELIZE 
 
  Nunzio Alfredo D’ANGIERI 
  Ambassador of Belize 

  to Italy 
  Rome 
 
  Alessandra DE MARZO 
  Assistant to the Ambassador 

Embassy of Belize 
  Rome 
 
 
BENIN 
 
Gouverneur  Roger DOVONOU 
  Ministre de l’agriculture,  

  de l’élevage et de la pêche 
  Cotonou 
 
Conseiller  Assogba HODONOU 
  Directeur de la Programmation 

  et de la prospective 
Ministère de l’agriculture,  
  de l’élevage et de la pêche 

  Cotonou 
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BHUTAN 
 
Governor  Pema GYAMTSHO 
  Minister for Agriculture 
  Thimphu 
 
Alternate Governor  Sonam WANGDI 
  Chief Administrative Officer 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Thimphu 
 
Adviser  Nidup PELJOR 
  Deputy Chief Planning Officer 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Thimphu 
 
 
BOLIVIA (Plurinational State of) 
 
  Bismarck Javier AREVILCA VÁSQUEZ 
  Consejero 

Representante Permanente Alterno  
  del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  Juan Sebastián CAMACHO 
  Segundo Secretario 

Representante Permanente Alterno  
  del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
 
Governor  Branko KESIĆ 
  Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

  to Italy 
  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Tamara Dogo KOVAČEVIĆ 
  Minister Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the  
  United Nations Food and Agriculture  
  Agencies 

  Rome 
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BRAZIL  
 
Governor  Paulo Bernardo SILVA 
  Minister for Planning, Budget  

  and Management 
  Brasilia, D.F. 
 
Alternate Governor  Alexandre MEIRA DA ROSA 
  Secretary for International Affairs 

Ministry of Planning, Budget  
  and Management 

  Brasilia, D.F. 
 
Adviser  Guilherme CASSEL 
  Minister for Agrarian Development 
  Brasilia, D.F. 
 
Adviser  José Antônio MARCONDES DE CARVALHO 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the 
  Federative Republic of Brazil to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Alessandra Cristina AZEVEDO CARDOSO 
  Special Adviser 

Ministry of Planning, Budget  
  and Management 

  Brasilia, D.F. 
 
Adviser  Felipe HADDOCK LOBO GOULART 
  Second Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Federative Republic of Brazil  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
BURKINA FASO 
 
Gouverneur  Sophie SOW 
(provisoire)  Ambassadeur 

Représentant permanent  
  du Burkina Faso auprès  
  du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Michel SAWADOGO 
  Deuxième Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  du Burkina Faso auprès 
  du FIDA 

  Rome 
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BURUNDI 
 
Gouverneur  Clotilde NIZIGAMA 
  Ministre de l’économie, des finances et 

  de la coopération au développement 
  Bujumbura 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Ferdinand NDERAGAKURA 
  Ministre de l’agriculture et de l’élevage 
  Bujumbura 
 
Conseiller  Léopold NDAYISABA 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République du Burundi 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
Conseiller  Damase NTIRANYIBAGIRA 
  Coordonnateur du Programme transitoire  

  de reconstruction post-conflit (PTRPC) 
Ministère de l’agriculture et de l’élevage 

  Bujumbura 
 
Conseiller  Evariste MINANI 
  Coordonnateur de l’Unité de facilitation des  

  projets/programmes du FIDA (UFPF) 
Ministère de l’agriculture et de l’élevage 

  Bujumbura 
 
 
CAMEROON 
 
  Jean NKUETÉ 
  Vice-Premier Ministre et 

Ministre de l’agriculture et  
  du développement rural 

  Yaoundé 
 
  Sylvie ONANA BILOUNGA 
  Représentant des services  

  du Primer Ministre 
  Yaoundé 
 
  Médi MOUNGUI 
  Deuxième Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République du Cameroun auprès  
  des organisations spécialisées 
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
  Engille AYONG 
  Premier Conseiller technique 

Ministère de l’agriculture et  
  du développement rural 

  Yaoundé 
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CAMEROON (cont’d) 
 
  Patrick MVONDO NNA 
  Directeur des études,  

  programmes et coopération 
Ministère de l’agriculture et  
  du développement rural 

  Yaoundé 
 
  Charles Aparandi ETUNYI 
  Ministre Conseiller 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Ambassade de la République 
  du Cameroun 

  Rome 
 
  Otto Philippe FOUDA TCHILA 
  Chef de Service des institutions  

  spécialisées à caractère économique 
Direction des Nations Unies et de  
  la coopération décentralisée 
Ministère des relations extérieures 

  Yaoundé 
 
 
CANADA 
 
Governor  Diane JACOVELLA 
  Vice-President  

Sectors and Global  
  Partnerships Branch 
Canadian International 
  Development Agency (CIDA) 

  Gatineau, Quebec 
 
  James MELANSON 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
  of Canada to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Rashmi SHARMA 
  Senior Programme Manager 

Regional Development Banks and  
  Francophonie Division 
Canadian International  
  Development Agency (CIDA) 

  Gatineau, Quebec 
 
Adviser  Kent VACHON 
  Counsellor (Development) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of Canada to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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CAPE VERDE 
 
Gouverneur  José Eduardo BARBOSA 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République du Cap-Vert auprès  
  des organisations spécialisées 
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Maria Goretti SANTOS LIMA 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint de  
  la République du Cap-Vert auprès  
  des organisations spécialisées 
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
 
  Fidele GOUANDJIKA 
  Ministre du développement rural  

  et de l’agriculture 
  Bangui 
 
  Michel BISSEFI 
  Directeur de Cabinet par intérim 

Point Focal FAO 
Ministère du développement rural 

  Bangui 
 
 
CHAD 
 
  Khadidja ABDELKADER 
  Secrétaire d’État a l’agriculture 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
  N’Djaména 
 
  Paul Francis NGAR-ADOUMRI 
  Inspecteur général 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
 

  N’Djaména 
 
  Waïdou MBORTCHOGUE 
  Directeur des études, des  

  programmes et des projets 
Ministère de l’agriculture 

  N’Djaména 
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CHILE 
 
Gobernador  Cristián BARROS MELET 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República de Chile  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  Sergio INSUNZA BECKER 
  Agregado 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República de Chile  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
CHINA 
 
  ZHENG Xiaosong 
  Director-General 

International Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Beijing 
 
Adviser  ZHANG Yansong 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
  of the People’s Republic of China 
  to the United Nations Food and 
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  ZOU Ciyong 
  Director 

International Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Beijing 
 
Adviser  GAO Peng 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the People’s Republic of China  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  ZHANG Lei 
  Third Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the People’s Republic of China  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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COLOMBIA 
 
Gobernador  Sabas PRETELT DE LA VEGA 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República de Colombia  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Francisco José COY GRANADOS 
  Ministro Consejero 

Representante Permanente Adjunto 
  de la República de Colombia 
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
Asesor  Beatriz CALVO VILLEGAS 
  Primer Secretario 

Representante Permanente Adjunto 
  de la República de Colombia 
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
CONGO 
 
Gouverneur  Rigobert MABOUNDOU 
  Ministre de l’agriculture et  

  de l’élevage 
  Brazzaville 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Mamadou KAMARA DEKAMO 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République du Congo  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Sylvain BAYALAMA 
  Ministre Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République du Congo  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Georgette BAMANA DANDOU 
  Directrice générale de l’agriculture 

Ministère de l’agriculture et de l’élevage 
  Brazzaville 
 
  Emile ESSEMA 
  Deuxième Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République du Congo  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 



Annex I  GC 32 

 107

CONGO (cont’d) 
 
  Charles KINZENZE 
  Attaché à l’economie, à l’administration 

  et à la prosprective au Cabinet du Ministre 
Ministère de l’agriculture et de l’élevage 

  Brazzaville 
 
 
COSTA RICA 
 
Gobernador  Luis PARÍS CHAVERRI 
  Embajador 

Representante Permanente de  
  la República de Costa Rica 
  ante los Organismos de las  
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Jorge REVOLLO FRANCO 
  Ministro Consejero 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República de Costa Rica 
  ante los Organismos de las 
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
CÔTE D’IVOIRE 
 
Gouverneur  Bah Jeannot ZORO BI 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de la  
  République de Côte d’Ivoire  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Aboubakar BAKAYOKO 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint de  
  la République de Côte d’Ivoire  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Lida Lambert BALLOU 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint de  
  la République de Côte d’Ivoire  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Cécile KOUAKOU 
  Coordonnateur du Projet d’appui aux 

  petits producteurs maraîchers des 
  régions de Savane (PPMS) 
Ministère de l’agriculture 

  Abidjan 
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CROATIA 
 
  Ivana SKRACIC 
  Second Secretary (Economic Affairs) 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of Croatia 

  Rome 
 
 
CUBA 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Enrique MORET ECHEVERRÍA 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de la  
  República de Cuba ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
CYPRUS 
 
Governor  George F. POULIDES 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Cyprus  
  to the United Nations Food  
  and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Christina PITTA 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Cyprus to the  
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
  HAN Tae Song 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Democratic People’s Republic  
  of Korea to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  KIM Hyo Sik 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
  of the Democratic People’s Republic 
  of Korea to IFAD 

  Rome 
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DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA (cont’d) 
 
  RI Song Chol 
  Second Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Democratic People’s Republic 
  of Korea to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
 
  Innocent MOKOSA MANDENDE 
  Ministre Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint  
  de la République démocratique  
  du Congo auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  François Lumbwe YEMBA 
  Conseiller du Chef de l’État 

Présidence de la République 
  démocratique du Congo 

  Kinshasa-Gombe 
 
 
DENMARK 
 
  Jeanineke Dahl KRISTENSEN 
  Minister Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative of  
  the Kingdom of Denmark to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Line Lassen KASPERSEN 
  Attaché 

Royal Danish Embassy 
  Rome 
 
 
DJIBOUTI 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Mohamed Moussa CHEHEM 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République de Djibouti  
  auprès des Organisations 
  des Nations Unies 

  Bruxelles 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
  Emilio COLONNELLI 
  Consultor 

Misión Permanente de la  
  República Dominicana ante los  
  Organismos de las Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
ECUADOR 
 
Gobernador  Geoconda GALÁN CASTELO 
  Embajadora  

Representante Permanente  
  de la República del Ecuador  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  José Salgado SALGADO RIVADENEIRA 
  Tercer Secretario 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República del Ecuador  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  David VACA 
  Tercer Secretario 

Embajada de la República  
  del Ecuador 

  Roma 
 
 
EGYPT 
 
Governor  Amin Ahmed Mohamed OTHMAN ABAZA 
  Minister for Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
  Cairo 
 
Alternate Governor  Ashraf RASHED 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Arab Republic of Egypt to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Abdel Aziz MOHAMED HOSNI 
  Agricultural Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
  of the Arab Republic of Egypt to  
  the United Nations Food and 
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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EGYPT (cont’d) 
 
  Medhat EL MELIGI 
  Adviser to the Minister  

Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
  Cairo 
 
  Alaa El Din Wagih ROUSHDY 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Arab Republic of Egypt to  
  the United Nations Food and 
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Fatma Hussein SABER 
  Third Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Arab Republic of Egypt to  
  the United Nations Food and 
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
EL SALVADOR 
 
Gobernador  José Roberto ANDINO SALAZAR 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República de El Salvador  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
Gobernador Suplente  María Eulalia JIMÉNEZ ZEPEDA 
  Ministro Consejero 

Representante Permanente Adjunto 
  de la República de El Salvador 
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Domingo OLOMO NVE 
  Viceministro de Agricultura y Bosques 
  Malabo 
 
  Pascual BACALE MBIANG 
  Representante Permanente de la  

  República de Guinea Ecuatorial  
  ante los Organismos de las  
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA (cont’d) 
 
  Tito MITOGO NZAMIO 
  Técnico 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Bosques 
  Malabo 
 
  Jesús Nguema ONDO 
  Oficial Administrativo 

Misión Permanente de Guinea 
  Ecuatorial ante los Organismos  
  de las Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
ERITREA 
 
Governor  Arefaine BERHE 
  Minister for Agriculture 
  Asmara 
 
Alternate Governor  Zemede TEKLE WOLDETATIOS 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative  
  of the State of Eritrea  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Yohannes TENSUE 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the State of Eritrea to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
ETHIOPIA 
 
  Abreha Ghebrai ASEFFA 
  Minister Plenipotentiary 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
  of the Federal Democratic Republic  
  of Ethiopia to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
FIJI 
 
  Seremaia Tuinausori CAVUILATI 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of the Fiji Islands to the  
  United Nations Agencies for  
  Food and Agriculture 

  Brussels 
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FIJI (cont’d) 
 
  Namita KHATRI 
  Second Secretary 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of the Fiji Islands 

  Brussels 
 
 
FINLAND 
 
Governor  Marjatta RASI 
  Under-Secretary of State 

Development Cooperation  
  and Development Policy 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Helsinki 
 
  Riikka LAATU 
  Minister Counsellor 

Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Finland 
  to the United Nations Food  
  and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Ingmar STRÖM 
  Counsellor 

Unit for Development  
  Financing Institutions 
Department for Global Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Helsinki 
 
  Inka RÄSÄNEN 
  Programme Officer 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of Finland 

  Rome 
 
 
FRANCE 
 
Gouverneur  Benoît CŒURÉ 
  Chef du Service des affaires  

  multilatérales et du développement (SAMD) 
Direction générale du Trésor et de  
  la politique économique (DGTPE) 
Ministère de l’économie, de 
  l’industrie et de l’emploi 

  Paris 
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FRANCE (cont’d) 
 
  Mireille GUIGAZ 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République française  
  auprès de l’OAA 

  Rome 
 
  Clarisse PAOLINI 
  Adjointe au Chef du Bureau de l’aide au 

  développement et des institutions 
  multilatérales de développement (DGTPE) 
Ministère de l’économie, de 
  l’industrie et de l’emploi 

  Paris 
 
  Jean-François CHARPENTIER 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint  
  de la République française 
  auprès de l’OAA 

  Rome 
 
 
GABON 
 
Gouverneur  Paul BIYOGHÉ MBA 
  Ministre de l’agriculture, de l’élevage 

  et du développement rural 
  Libreville 
 
  Noël BAÏOT 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République gabonaise  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Charles MBOUROU 
  Conseiller 

Bureau du Premier Ministre 
  Libreville 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Yolande MBENG BIVIGOU 
  Directrice nationale des projets du FIDA 

Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’élevage 
  et du développement rural 

  Libreville 
 
  Aristide ONGONE OBAME 
  Coordonnateur du Programme spécial  

  pour la sécurité alimentaire (PSSA) 
Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’élevage 
  et du développement rural 

  Libreville 
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GABON (cont’d) 
 
  Ivone Alves DIAS DA GRAÇA 
  Premier Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République gabonaise 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Louis Stanislas CHARICAUTH 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République gabonaise 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Joseph Désiré METOULE M’OKE 
  Aide de Camp du Ministre 

Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’élevage 
  et du développement rural 

  Libreville 
 
 
GAMBIA (THE) 
 
Governor  Momodou Kotu CHAM 
  Minister for Forestry and Environment 
  Banjul 
 
  Sidi JARJU 
  Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Banjul 
 
Alternate Governor  Kebba Satou TOURAY 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of The Gambia 
  to IFAD 

  Madrid 
 
  Momodou CEESAY 
  Deputy Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Banjul 
 
  Alasan M. BAH 
  Project Coordinator 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Banjul 
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GEORGIA 
 
Alternate Governor  Konstantin GABASHVILI 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative  
  of Georgia to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Irakli KHUTSURAULI 
  Minister Counsellor 

Embassy of Georgia 
  Rome 
 
 
GERMANY 
 
Governor  Adolf KLOKE-LESCH 
  Director-General 

Global and Sectoral Policies; 
  European and Multilateral 
  Development Policy; Africa; 
  Middle East 
Federal Ministry of Economic 
  Cooperation and Development 

  Berlin 
 
  Hans-Heinrich WREDE 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the  
  Federal Republic of Germany to 
  the International Organizations 

  Rome 
 
  Rolf-Dieter DRESCHER 
  Head of Division 

Regional Development Banks and Funds 
Federal Ministry of Economic 
  Cooperation and Development 

  Berlin 
 
  Peter SILBERBERG 
  Head of Division 

Federal Foreign Office 
  Berlin 
 
  Heike KUHN 
  First Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative of  
  the Federal Republic of Germany to 
  the International Organizations 

  Rome 
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GERMANY (cont’d) 
 
  Joachim VON BRAUN 
  Candidate for the office of President of IFAD, 

  nominated by the Federal Republic of Germany 
  Washington, D.C. 
 
  Philipp HALLENBERGER 
  Member of the  

Permanent Representation of the 
  Federal Republic of Germany to 
  the International Organizations 

  Rome 
 
  Katharina VON WEDEMEYER 
  Member of the  

Permanent Representation of the 
  Federal Republic of Germany to 
  the International Organizations 

  Rome 
 
  Bruno SCHULER 
  Senior Project Manager 

InWEnt-Internationale Weiterbildung  
  und Entwicklung gGmbH  
Capacity Building International 

  Bonn 
 
 
GHANA 
 
  James Komla NYASEMBI 
  Minister Counsellor 

Head of Chancery 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Ghana to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Adelaide BOATENG-SIRIBOE 
  Minister Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Ghana to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
GREECE 
 
Alternate Governor  Emmanuel MANOUSSAKIS 
  Minister Plenipotentiary  

  for Agricultural Affairs 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Hellenic Republic to IFAD 

  Rome 
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GRENADA 
 
Alternate Governor  Stephen FLETCHER 
  Ambassador of Grenada 
  Brussels 
 
 
GUATEMALA 
 
Gobernador  Francisco BONIFAZ RODRÍGUEZ 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de la  
  República de Guatemala ante los  
  Organismos de las Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Ileana RIVERA DE ANGOTTI 
  Ministro Consejero 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República de Guatemala  
  ante los Organismos de las 
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
  Estuardo HEGEL 
  Director Ejecutivo 

Programa Sectorial de Desarrollo Rural  
  Productivo Sostenible (PRORURAL) 

  Ciudad de Guatemala 
 
  Jorge GIRÓN 
  Director Ejecutivo 

Programa Nacional de Desarrollo Rural  
  en la Regiones Central y Oriental 

  Ciudad de Guatemala 
 
 
GUINEA 
 
Gouverneur  Abdourahamane SANO 
  Ministre de l’agriculture et  

  de l’élevage 
  Conakry 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  El Hadj Thierno Mamadou Cellou DIALLO 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République de Guinée  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
Conseiller  Mohamed DIOUMESSI 
  Conseiller technique 

Ministère de l’agriculture et  
  de l’élevage 

  Conakry 
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GUINEA (cont’d) 
 
Conseiller  Abdoulaye TRAORE 
  Conseiller économique 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République de Guinée 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
 
GUYANA 
 
  Patrick Ignatius GOMES 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of Guyana 
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Brussels 
 
 
HAITI 
 
  Jonas GUÉ 
  Ministre de l’agriculture, des 

  ressources naturelles et du 
  développement rural 

  Port-au-Prince 
 
  Emmanuel CHARLES 
  Ministre Conseiller 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Ambassade de la  
  République d’Haïti 

  Rome 
   
  Anthony DESSOURCES 
  Directeur du Project FIDA (PPI2) 

Ministère de l’agriculture, des 
  ressources naturelles et du 
  développement rural 

  Port-au-Prince 
 
  Carl Benny RAYMOND 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République d’Haïti  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Marie-Laurence DURAND 
  Premier Secrétaire 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République d’Haïti  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
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HONDURAS 
 
  Mayra Aracely REINA DE TITTA 
  Consejero 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República de Honduras  
  ante los Organismos de las 
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
ICELAND 
 
  Gudni BRAGASON 
  Minister Plenipotentiary 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Iceland to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Stefan GUDNASON 
  Intern 

Permanent Mission  
  of Iceland 

  Rome 
 
  Virginie Sarah VIAENE 
  Temporary Assistant 

Permanent Mission  
  of Iceland 

  Rome 
 
 
INDIA 
 
  Shri Arif Shahid KHAN 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of India to the 
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Ramalingam PARASURAM 
  Minister (Agriculture) 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of India to the  
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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INDIA (cont’d) 
 
  Saurabh KUMAR 
  Minister  

Deputy Chief of Mission 
Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of India to the  
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Phrang ROY 
  Indian Candidate 
  Rome 
 
  K. RAJU 
  Assistant to the Ambassador  

Embassy of the Republic 
  of India 

  Rome 
 
  Harpal SINGH 
  Personal Assistant to the  

  Minister (Agriculture) 
Embassy of the Republic 
  of India 

  Rome 
 
 
INDONESIA 
 
Governor  Mulia Panusunan NASUTION 
  Secretary-General 

Department of Finance 
  Jakarta 
 
Alternate Governor  Lukita Dinarssyah TUWO 
  Deputy for Development Funding 

National Development Planning  
  Agency (BAPPENAS) 

  Jakarta 
 
Adviser  Yuwono Agus PUTRANTO 
  Minister 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of the Republic 
  of Indonesia 

  Rome 
 
  Dewo Broto Joko PUTRANTO 
  Director of Multilateral Foreign Funding 

National Development Planning  
  Agency (BAPPENAS) 

  Jakarta 
 



Annex I  GC 32 

 122

INDONESIA (cont’d) 
 
  Purnomo Ahmad CHANDRA 
  Counsellor (Multilateral Affairs) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Indonesia to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Gandy SETIAWAN 
  Head of Multilateral Affairs 

Fiscal Policy Agency 
Department of Finance 

  Jakarta 
 
  Erizal SODIKIN 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Indonesia to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Mr MUTAQIN 
  Researcher 

Fiscal Policy Agency 
Department of Finance 

  Jakarta 
 
  Ade CANDRADIJAYA 
  Bureau of External Relations 

Department of Agriculture 
  Jakarta 
 
  Hartyo HARKOMOYO 
  Third Secretary  

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Indonesia to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Feddy F. DJAFAR 
  Directorate for Economic Development 

  and Environmental Affairs 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

  Jakarta 
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IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
 
  Javad SHAKHS TAVAKOLIAN 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Islamic Republic of Iran  
  to the United Nations Food  
  and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Seyed Morteza ZAREI 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
  to the United Nations Food  
  and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
IRAQ 
 
  Hassan JANABI 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of Iraq to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Ali Shamran HACHEM 
  Second Secretary 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of Iraq 

  Rome 
 
 
IRELAND 
 
Governor  Sean O’HUIGINN 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of Ireland  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Ben SIDDLE 
  Development Specialist 

Hunger Task Team 
Irish Aid 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

  Limerick 
 
  Joanne KING 
  Second Secretary 

Embassy of Ireland 
  Rome 
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ISRAEL 
 
  Haim DIVON 
  Israeli Candidate to the  

  position of President of IFAD 
Head of the Center for  
  International Cooperation   
Deputy Director-General 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Jerusalem 
 
  Gideon MEIR 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the  
  State of Israel to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Simona HALPERIN 
  Director 

International Organizations 
  of Human Rights Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Jerusalem 
 
Governor  Gila LIVNAT ROSINER 
  Counsellor  

(Economic and Scientific Affairs) 
Deputy Permanent Representative of the  
  State of Israel to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Giovanna Elisabetta LA ROCCA 
  Economic and Trade Officer 

Economic and Scientific Department 
Embassy of the State  
  of Israel 

  Rome 
 
 
ITALY 
 
Governor  Nicola COSENTINO 
  Under-Secretary of State 

Ministry of Economy and Finance 
  Rome 
 
  Pietro SEBASTIANI 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Italian Republic to IFAD 

  Rome 
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ITALY (cont’d) 
 
  Carlo MONTICELLI 
  Director of International Financial  

  Relations (Directorate III) 
Department of the Treasury 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
  Giorgio LECCESI 
  Director  

Service in charge of Multilateral  
  Development Banks (Office X) 
Directorate General for International  
  Financial Relations (Directorate III) 
Department of the Treasury 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
  Augusto ZODDA 
  Adviser 

Department of the Treasury 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
   
  Fabio LE DONNE 
  Head  

Office of the Under-Secretary of State 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
  Rita Giuliana MANNELLA 
  Counsellor (Commercial) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Italian Republic to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Fabio BUCCICO 
  Adviser 

Office of the Under-Secretary of State 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
  Gisella BERARDI 
  Deputy Director  

Service in charge of Multilateral  
  Development Banks (Office X) 
Directorate General for International  
  Financial Relations (Directorate III) 
Department of the Treasury 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
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ITALY (cont’d) 
 
  Claudia MORDINI 
  Adviser  

Service in charge of Multilateral  
  Development Banks (Office X) 
Directorate General for International  
  Financial Relations (Directorate III) 
Department of the Treasury 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
  Grazia CAMPA 
  Adviser  

Service in charge of Multilateral  
  Development Banks (Office X) 
Directorate General for International  
  Financial Relations (Directorate III) 
Department of the Treasury 
Ministry of Economy and Finance 

  Rome 
 
 
JAPAN 
 
Governor  Hiroyasu ANDO 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of Japan  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Kazumasa SHIOYA 
  Minister Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative of  
  Japan to the United Nations Food  
  and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Toshitaka NAKANO 
  Second Secretary 

Economic Section 
Embassy of Japan 

  Rome 
 
 
JORDAN 
 
Governor  Suhair AL-ALI 
  Minister for Planning and  

  International Co-operation 
  Amman 
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JORDAN (cont’d) 
 
Alternate Governor  Saleh AL-KHARABSHEH 
  Director 

Projects Department 
Ministry of Planning and  
  International Co-operation 

  Amman 
 
Adviser  Ahmed AL-HOUANI 
  Director  

International Co-operation 
Ministry of Planning and  
  International Co-operation 

  Amman 
 
Adviser  Ibrahim Abu ATILEH 
  Agriculture Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative of 
  Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Firas KHOURI 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
Alternate Permanent Representative of  
  the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
KAZAKHSTAN 
 
  Almaz N. KHAMZAYEV 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of Kazakhstan to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Yerbolat SEMBAYEV 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Kazakhstan to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Bauyrzhan ASKAROV 
  Third Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Kazakhstan to IFAD 

  Rome 
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KENYA 
 
  Romano M. KIOME 
  Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Nairobi 
 
  Solomon Karanja MAINA 
  Second Secretary 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of the Republic 
  of Kenya 

  Rome 
 
  Tom Opiyo BONYO 
  Deputy Director for Agriculture 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Nairobi 
 
  Jane M. MUSUNDI 
  IFAD Desk Officer  

Ministry of Finance 
  Nairobi 
 
  Jacinta Muthoni NGWIRI 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Kenya  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
KIRIBATI 
 
Governor  Tetabo NAKARA 
  Minister for Environment, Lands  

  and Agricultural Development 
  Tarawa 
 
Adviser  Kinaai KAIRO 
  Director for Agriculture and  

  Livestock Development 
Ministry of Environment, Lands  
  and Agricultural Development 

  Tarawa 
 
 
KUWAIT 
 
  Hesham I. AL-WAQAYAN 
  Deputy Director-General 

Operations and Disbursement 
Kuwait Fund for Arab 
  Economic Development 

  Kuwait City 
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KUWAIT (cont’d) 
 
  Waleed AL-BAHAR 
  Regional Manager for Central Asia 

  and European Countries 
Operations Department 
Kuwait Fund for Arab 
  Economic Development 

  Kuwait City 
 
 
KYRGYZSTAN 
 
  Muktar DJUMALIEV 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of 
  the Kyrgyz Republic to the  
  United Nations Agencies 

  Geneva 
 
 
LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
 
  Viengthong SIPHANDONE 
  Vice-Minister for Finance 
  Vientiane 
 
Adviser  Thipphakone CHANTHAVONGSA 
  Director-General 

External Finance Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Vientiane 
 
Adviser  Monthathip CHANPHENXAY 
  Director 

Forestry and Agriculture 
  Research Institute 
Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Forestry 

  Vientiane 
 
Adviser  Angkhansada MOUANGKHAM 
  Division Director 

External Finance Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Vientiane 
 
Adviser  Ritthikone PHOUMMASACK 
  Deputy Division Director 

External Finance Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Vientiane 
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LEBANON 
 
Gouverneur  Gloria ABOUZEID 
  Présidente du Comité exécutif  

Plan vert 
  Beyrouth 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Rania KHALIL ZARZOUR 
  Specialiste du suivi-evaluation 

Bureau du Premier Ministre 
  Beyrouth 
 
 
LESOTHO 
 
Governor  Lesole MOKOMA 
  Minister for Agriculture and 

  Food Security 
  Maseru 
 
  Mohale SEKOTO 
  Principal Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Food Security 

  Maseru 
 
Adviser  Mantho MOTSELEBANE 
  Director of Agriculture Planning 

Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Food Security 

  Maseru 
 
Adviser  Senate Barbara MASUPHA 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Kingdom of Lesotho to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 
 
Governor  Abubaker AL-MANSURI 
  Secretary of the General People’s Committee  

  for Agriculture, Animal Wealth and  
  Marine Resources 

  Tripoli 
 
  Talal Ali MARAI 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative of the  
  Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA (cont’d) 
 
  Mustafa Mohamed ABUSAALA 
  Technical Co-operation Office 

General People’s Committee for the Authority  
  for Agriculture, Animal Wealth and  
  Marine Resources 

  Tripoli 
 
  Mahmud S.O. SAWAN 
  Third Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative of the  
  Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
LUXEMBOURG 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Arsène JACOBY 
  Conseiller de Direction 

Ministère des finances 
  Luxembourg-Ville 
 
 
MADAGASCAR 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Jean-Pierre RAZAFY-ANDRIAMIHAINGO 
  Ambassadeur 

Représentant permanent de la  
  République de Madagascar  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Monsieur MONJA 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République de Madagascar 
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
 
MALAWI 
 
Governor  Frank T. MWENIFUMBO 
  Deputy Minister for Agriculture  

  and Food Security 
  Lilongwe 
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MALAWI (cont’d) 
 
  Readwell P. MUSOPOLE 
  Chief Economist 

Monitoring and Evaluation Unit 
Department of Agricultural  
  Planning Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Food Security 

  Lilongwe 
 
  Henry MSATILOMO 
  District Agricultural  

  Development Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Food Security 

  Lilongwe 
 
  Caroline SAMBALA 
  Secretary to the Minister 

Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Food Security 

  Lilongwe 
 
 
MALAYSIA 
 
Alternate Governor  Ramli NAAM 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative-designate  
  of Malaysia to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Mohammad Azhar BIN MAZLAN 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of Malaysia to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Azhar Bin Mohd ISA 
  Assistant Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of Malaysia to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
MALDIVES 
 
Governor  Ibrahim DIDI 
  Minister for Fisheries and Agriculture 
  Malé 
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MALDIVES (cont’d) 
 
  Hussain Rasheed HASSAN 
  Minister of State for  

  Fisheries and Agriculture 
  Malé 
 
 
MALI 
 
Gouverneur  Gaoussou DRABO 
  Ambassadeur 

Représentant permanent de  
  la République du Mali  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Fousseyni MARIKO 
  Secrétaire général 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
  Bamako 
 
  Fousseyni DIARRA 
  Conseiller technique 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
  Bamako 
 
  Modibo Mahamane TOURÉ 
  Conseiller 

Ministère de l’agriculture 
  Bamako 
 
  Seydou BAGAYOKO 
  Directeur adjoint 

Direction nationale de 
  la dette publique 
Ministère de l’économie  
  et des finances 

  Bamako 
 
  Mamadou NADIO 
  Coordonnateur national des projets 

  et programmes FIDA au Mali 
Ministère de l’agriculture 

  Bamako 
 
  Diallo Aïssata TRAORÉ 
  Point focal des projects FIDA 

Commissariat à la sécurité 
  alimentaire 

  Bamako 
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MALI (cont’d) 
 
  M. Fatogoma DIARRA 
  Coordonnateur national de l’Agence nationale 

  de coordination et de gestion du Fonds  
  de développement en zone sahélienne (FODESA) 
Ministère de l’agriculture 

  Bamako 
 
 
MALTA 
 
Governor  Walter BALZAN 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of Malta to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Ritienne BONAVIA 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Malta to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
MAURITANIA 
 
Gouverneur  Sidi Ould TAH 
  Ministre des affaires économiques  

  et du développement 
  Nouakchott 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Aly Ould HAIBA 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République islamique de  
  Mauritanie auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Ould Kebd ABDALLAHI 
  Premier Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République islamique de 
  Mauritanie auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
 
MAURITIUS 
 
  Denis CANGY 
  Consul of the Republic 

  of Mauritius 
  Rome 
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MEXICO 
 
Gobernador  Jorge Eduardo CHEN CHARPENTIER 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de  
  los Estados Unidos Mexicanos  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Diego Alonso SIMANCAS GUTIÉRREZ 
  Segundo Secretario 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos 
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
MONGOLIA 
 
  ENKHSAIKHAN Jargalsaikhan 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of Mongolia  
  to the United Nations and other  
  International Organizations 

  Vienna 
 
  TUMUR Amarsanaa 
  Third Secretary 

Permanent Mission of Mongolia  
  to the United Nations and other  
  International Organizations 

  Vienna 
 
 
MOROCCO 
 
Gouverneur  Moha MARGHI 
  Secrétaire général 

Ministère de l’agriculture  
  et de la pêche maritime 

  Rabat 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Ali LAMRANI 
  Chef de la Division des financements  

  et des relations multilatérales 
Ministère de l’économie et  
  des finances 

  Rabat 
 
  Mohamed AIT HMID 
  Ministre plénipotentiaire 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  du Royaume du Maroc  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
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MOZAMBIQUE 
 
Governor  Aiuba CUERENEIA 
  Minister for Planning and Development 
  Maputo 
 
  Carla Elisa MUCAVI 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Mozambique to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  António PINTO DE ABREU 
  Executive Director 

Bank of Mozambique 
  Maputo 
 
Adviser  Martinho Madeira FERNANDES 
  President  

Economic Rehabilitation 
  Support Fund (FARE) 
Ministry of Planning and Development 

  Maputo 
 
Adviser  Salim Cripton Ismael VALÁ 
  Director  

Promotion of Rural Development  
Ministry of Planning and Development 

  Maputo 
 
Adviser  José GASPAR 
  Director 

Extension Services 
Ministry of Agriculture 

  Maputo 
 
Adviser  Fátima GIMO 
  National Direction of Treasury 

Ministry of Finance 
  Maputo 
 
Adviser  Maria Teresa MARTINS 
  Assistant to the Minister 

Ministry of Planning and Development 
  Maputo 
 
Adviser  Nilza ABDURRAMANE 
  Adviser 

Bank of Mozambique 
  Maputo 
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MOZAMBIQUE (cont’d) 
 
  Laurinda Fernando Saide BANZE 
  Second Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Mozambique to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
MYANMAR 
 
Alternate Governor  Maran Ja TAUNG 
  Minister Counsellor 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of the Union 
  of Myanmar 

  Rome 
 
 
NAMIBIA 
 
  Henry Isak Amalovu KATALI 
  Deputy Minister for Agriculture,  

  Water and Forestry 
  Windhoek 
 
  Tjipee KAVARI 
  Agricultural Economist 

International Cooperation Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
  Water and Forestry 

  Windhoek 
 
 
NEPAL 
 
Governor  Jayaprakash Prasad GUPTA 
  Minister for Agriculture and 

  Co-operatives 
  Kathmandu 
 
  Shiva Sundar SHRESTHA 
  Joint Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Co-operatives 

  Kathmandu 
 
  Madhab Kishor KARKEE 
  Senior Agricultural Economist 

Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Co-operatives 

  Kathmandu 
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NETHERLANDS 
 
Governor  A. M. Agnes VAN ARDENNE-VAN DER HOEVEN 
(acting)  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative  
  of the Kingdom of the Netherlands  
  to the United Nations Organizations  
  for Food and Agriculture 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Marjolein GEUSEBROEK 
(acting)  Second Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
  to the United Nations Organizations 
  for Food and Agriculture 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Sanne HELDERMAN 
  Policy Adviser 

Co-ordination and Institutional  
  Affairs Division 
United Nations and International 
  Financial Institutions Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  The Hague 
 
 
NEW ZEALAND 
 
Governor  Douglas Frederick Lawrence MARKES 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  New Zealand to the United Nations  
  Agencies for Food and Agriculture 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Catherine Rae McGREGOR 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of New Zealand to the United Nations 
  Agencies for Food and Agriculture 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Claudia GROSSO 
  Policy Support Officer 

Embassy of New Zealand 
  Rome 
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NICARAGUA 
 
Gobernador  Mónica ROBELO RAFFONE 
  Embajadora  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República de Nicaragua  
  ante los Organismos de las  
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
NIGER 
 
Gouverneur  Mahaman MOUSSA 
  Ministre du développement agricole 
  Niamey 
 
  Mohamed BEN OMAR 
  Ministre de la communication 

Porte-parole du gouvernement 
  Niamey 
 
  Amadou Boubacar CISSÉ 
  Candidat à la Présidence du FIDA 
  Niamey 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Mireille Fatouma AUSSEIL 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent  
  de la République du Niger  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Adamou SEYDOU 
  Ambassadeur de la République  

  du Niger en France 
  Paris 
 
  Abdou ABARRY 
  Ambassadeur de la République  

  du Niger en Belgique 
  Bruxelles 
 
  Hassane HAROUNA MAÏGA 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint  
  de la République du Niger  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Ousseini HALIDOU 
  Technicien du Ministre 

Ministère du développement agricole 
  Niamey 
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NIGER (cont’d) 
 
  Arfou MOUNKAILA 
  Deuxième Sécrétaire 

Représentant permanent suppléant 
  de la République du Niger  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
 
NIGERIA 
 
Governor  Sayyadi Abba RUMA 
  Minister for Agriculture and  

  Water Resources 
  Abuja 
 
  Alhaji Jibril MAIGARI 
  Minister of State for  

  Foreign Affairs 
  Abuja 
 
  Tawar Umbi WADA 
  Chairman 

Senate Committee on Agriculture 
  Abuja 
 
  Ahmad Rufa’i SANI 
  Adviser to the Minister for  

  Agriculture and Water Resources 
  Abuja 
 
  Gbenga Peter MAKANJUOLA 
  Chairman 

House Committee on Agriculture 
  Abuja 
 
  Nasir RABE 
  Member 

House Committee on Agriculture 
  Abuja 
 
  Ahmed Dayyabu SAFANA 
  Member 

House Committee on Agriculture 
  Abuja 
 
  Abdul Rahman ALIYU 
  Adviser to the Minister for  

  Agriculture and Water Resources 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
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NIGERIA (cont’d) 
 
  Eheneden EREDIAUWA 
  Ambassador of the Federal Republic  

  of Nigeria to Italy 
  Rome 
 
  Otaki M. OYIGBENU 
  Permanent Secretary 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  Yaya O. OLANIRAN 
  Permanent Representative of the  

  Federal Republic of Nigeria  
  to the United Nations Food and 
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Salisu Ahmed INGAWA 
  Executive-Director 

National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  M.K. IBRAHIM 
  Director 

Federal Ministry of  
  Foreign Affairs 

  Abuja 
 
  Harold A. KOKO 
  Deputy Director 

Second United Nations Division 
Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Abuja 
 
  Ibrahim Abdu MAIRIGA 
  Special Assistant to the Minister  

  for Agriculture and Water Resources 
  Abuja 
 
  B.S. DAMAGUM 
  Special Assistant to the Minister  

  of State for Foreign Affairs 
  Abuja 
 
  Abdulkareem Olabanji OLAOYE 
  Deputy Director 

International and Economic 
  Relations Department 
Federal Ministry of Finance 

  Abuja 
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NIGERIA (cont’d) 
 
  Edward D. OSUNMAKINDE 
  Chargé d’affaires 

Embassy of the Federal  
  Republic of Nigeria 

  Rome 
 
  Okechukuwu Fidelis MUOH 
  Minister (Consular and Immigration) 

Embassy of the Federal  
  Republic of Nigeria 

  Rome 
 
  Ismail Abba YUSUF 
  Head of Chancery 

Embassy of the Federal 
   Republic of Nigeria 

  Rome 
 
  Olumide A. LIPEDE 
  Assistant Director (Press) 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  E.T. KOGBARA 
  Counsellor 

Office of the Minister of State  
Federal Ministry of Foreign  
  Affairs 

  Abuja 
 
  Inuwa Mustapha MUHAMMAD 
  Special Advisor (Technical) 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  M. D. GALADIMA 
  Special Assistant to the  

  Permanent Secretary 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  Musibau Olumuyiwa AZEEZ 
  Chief Agricultural Officer (IFAD) 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
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NIGERIA (cont’d) 
 
  Abubakar Nura MUHAMMAD 
  IFAD Projects Coordinator 

National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
  and Rural Development 

  Abuja 
 
  Suleiman Muhammad HAMMIS 
  Finance Attaché 

Embassy of the Federal  
  Republic of Nigeria 

  Rome 
 
  Mohammed Sadiq MAITURARE 
  Technical Assistant to 

  the Minister 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  I. K. AHMED 
  Protocol Officer 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
 
  Okechukwu ONAGA 
  First Secretary 

Embassy of the Federal 
  Republic of Nigeria 

  Rome 
 
  Abiodun WALI 
  Clerk on IFAD Matters 

Embassy of the Federal 
   Republic of Nigeria 

  Rome 
 
  Isa-Tela AHMAD 
  Protocol Officer  

Federal Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Water Resources 

  Abuja 
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NORWAY 
 
Alternate Governor  Ingrid GLAD 
  Assistant Director-General 

Multilateral Bank and  
  Finance Section 
Royal Norwegian Ministry 
  of Foreign Affairs 

  Oslo 
 
  Arne B. HØNNINGSTAD 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Kingdom of Norway to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Kirsten BJØRU 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative  
  of the Kingdom of Norway to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Pierre DE BRISIS 
  Adviser 

Royal Norwegian Ministry  
  of Foreign Affairs 

  Oslo 
 
 
OMAN 
 
  Khalfan Bin Saleh Mohammed AL NAEBI 
  Under-Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Muscat 
 
  Said Nasser AL-HARTHY 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Sultanate of Oman to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Saoud Bin Hamood Bin Ahmed AL-HABSI 
  Director-General of Fisheries Research  

  and Extension Department 
Acting Director of Agriculture and  
  Fisheries Development Fund 
Ministry of Fisheries 

  Muscat 
 
   Habib Al HASNI 
  Director 

Department of International Co-operation  
Ministry of Agriculture 

  Muscat 
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OMAN (cont’d) 
 
  Rasmi MAHMOUD 
  Coordinator with IFAD 

Embassy of the Sultanate 
  of Oman 

  Rome 
 
 
PAKISTAN 
 
  Mirza Qamar BEG 
  Pakistan’s Nominee for the 

  Post of President of IFAD 
  Islamabad 
 
Alternate Governor  Tasnim ASLAM 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Islamic Republic of Pakistan to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Aamir Ashraf KHAWAJA 
  Agricultural Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
PANAMA 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Eudoro Jaén ESQUIVEL 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República de Panamá  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  Horacio J. MALTEZ 
  Ministro Consejero 

Representante Permanente Adjunto 
  de la República de Panamá  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
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PARAGUAY 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Liz Haydee CORONEL CORREA 
  Consejera 

Representante Permanente Adjunto 
  de la República del Paraguay  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
PERU 
 
Gobernador  Carlos ROCA CÁCERES 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República del Perú  
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  Félix DENEGRI BOZA 
  Ministro 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República del Perú 
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
  Manuel Antonio ÁLVAREZ ESPINAL 
  Consejero 

Representante Permanente Alterno 
  de la República del Perú 
  ante el FIDA 

  Roma 
 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 
Governor  Philippe J. LHUILLIER 
(acting)  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of the Philippines  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Noel D. DE LUNA 
(acting)  Agricultural Attaché 

Deputy Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of the Philippines 
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Esteban N. PAGARAN 
  Assistant Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of the Philippines 
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
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PORTUGAL 
 
Governor  José António de Sousa CANHA 
  Director for Agriculture and Fisheries 

Lisboa e Vale de Tejo Region 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development 
  and Fisheries 

  Lisbon 
 
Alternate Governor  José Fernando Augusto MORENO 
  Deputy Director 

Office of Planning, Strategy,  
  Assessment and International  
  Relations (GPEARI) 
Ministry of Finance and   
  Public Administration 

  Lisbon 
 
Adviser  António DUARTE PINHO 
  Counsellor (Agriculture) 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
  of the Portuguese Republic to the  
  United Nations Agencies for Food  
  and Agriculture 

  Rome 
 
 
QATAR 
 
Governor  Abdullah bin Mubarak BIN AABOUD AL-MIDHADHI 
  Minister for Environment 
  Doha 
 
Alternate Governor  Soltan Saad S.K. AL-MORAIKHI 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the State of Qatar to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Faleh BIN NASSER AL-THANI 
  Director 

General Directorate for Research 
  and Agricultural Development 
Ministry of Environment 

  Doha 
 
  Nasser Sultan AL-MORAIKHI 
  Acting Head 

Office of the Minister 
Ministry of Environment 

  Doha 
 
  Mubarak Bin Nasser AL-KHALIFA 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the State of Qatar to IFAD 

  Rome 
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QATAR (cont’d) 
 
  Khalel Ibrahim J. Gh. Al-Mahmoud AL-MAHMOUD 
  Third Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the State of Qatar to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Ali Mohamed JABER AL-KUBAISI 
  Adviser on Agricultural Matters 

Ministry of Environment 
  Doha 
 
  Mohamed Ebrahim M.Q. AL-QAYED 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the State of Qatar to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Abdel Rahman AL-SALITI 
  Head of the Financial Office 

Ministry of Environment 
  Doha 
 
  Musfah AL-HAJRI 
  Public Relations Office 

Ministry of Environment 
  Doha 
 
  Akeel HATOOR 
  Adviser 

Embassy of the State 
  of Qatar 

  Rome 
 
 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
Governor  YOO Byung-rin 
  Deputy Minister 

Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 
  Forestry and Fisheries 

  Gwacheon 
 
Alternate Governor  PARK Choun-keun 
  Assistant Director 

General Division of International  
  Cooperation 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 
  Forestry and Fisheries 

  Gwacheon 
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA (cont’d) 
 
 
  SEO Hae-dong 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of Korea to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
 
Governor  Anatolie SPIVACENCO 
  Deputy Minister for Agriculture 

  and Food Industry 
  Chişinău 
 
  Domnul Gheorghe RUSNAC 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Moldova  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Sorin MIHAIL 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Moldova to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
ROMANIA 
 
Gouverneur  Cătălin Aurelian ROŞCULETE 
  Secrétaire d’État  

Ministère de l’agriculture, des forêts 
  et du développement rural 

  Bucarest 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Răzvan Victor RUSU 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de 
  la Roumanie auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
Conseiller  Alina-Stefana PUSCARAGIU CATANA 
  Troisième Secrétaire 

Représentante permanente adjointe 
  de la Roumanie auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
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ROMANIA (cont’d) 
 
Conseiller  Octavia GAVRILESCU 
  Troisième Secrétaire 

Département des Nations Unies et  
  des Institutions spécialisées  
Ministère des affaires étrangères 

  Bucarest 
 
Conseiller  Bogdan BAZGA 
  Conseiller (affaires européennes) 

Correspondant pour les  
  Nations Unies et la FAO 
Ministère de l’agriculture, des forêts 
  et du développement rural 

  Bucarest 
 
 
RWANDA 
 
  Epimaque NSANZABAGANWA 
  Directeur du plan 

  et des politiques 
Ministère de l’agriculture  
  et des ressources animales 

  Kigali 
 
 
SAMOA 
 
Alternate Governor  Taua Tavaga Kitiona SEUALA 
  Minister for Agriculture 

  and Fisheries 
  Apia 
 
  Tiatia Faleupolu TEVITA 
  Assistant Chief Executive Officer 

Animal Production and Health Division 
Ministry of Agriculture  
  and Fisheries 

  Apia 
 
 
SAUDI ARABIA 
 
Governor  Fahad Bin Abdulrahman BALGHUNAIM 
  Minister for Agriculture 
  Riyadh 
 
Alternate Governor  Hamad Sulaiman A. AL BAZAI 
  Deputy Minister for Finance  

  for Economic Affairs 
Ministry of Finance 

  Riyadh 
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SAUDI ARABIA (cont’d) 
 
  Bandar Bin Abdel Mohsin AL-SHALHOOB 
  Minister Plenipotentiary 

Permanent Representative of the  
  Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to FAO 

  Rome 
 
  Mishal bin Abdallah AL QAHTANI 
  Executive Assistant to the  

  Minister for Agriculture 
  Riyadh 
 
  AbdelAziz bin Abdelrahman AL HOWEISH 
  Director-General of External Relations 

  and International Co-operation 
Ministry of Agriculture 

  Riyadh 
 
  Tareq AbdulKarim A. ALDRIWEESH 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
  to FAO 

  Rome 
 
 
SENEGAL 
 
Gouverneur  Hamath SALL 
  Ministre de l’agriculture 
  Dakar 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Papa Cheikh Saadibou FALL 
  Ambassadeur  

Représentant permanent de  
  la République du Sénégal  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Adama BA 
  Deuxième Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint 
  de la République du Sénégal  
  auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Christian Alain Joseph ASSOGBA 
  Conseiller 

Ambassade de la République 
  du Sénégal 
 

  Rome 
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SEYCHELLES 
 
  Paolo ADELMANN 
  Consul 

Honorary Consulate of the 
  Republic of Seychelles 

  Rome 
 
 
SIERRA LEONE 
 
Governor  Joseph Sam SESAY 
  Minister for Agriculture, Forestry 

  and Food Security 
  Freetown 
 
  Festus A. TARAWALIE 
  Assistant to the  

  Honorary General Consul 
Consulate General of the  
  Republic of Sierra Leone 

  Rome 
 
 
SOMALIA 
 
  Abscir Osman HUSSEIN 
  Counsellor 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of the Somali 
  Republic 

  Rome 
 
  Awes Abukar AWES 
  Counsellor 

Embassy of the Somali 
  Republic 

  Rome 
 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Alternate Governor  Njabulo NDULI 
  Director General 

Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Land Affairs 

  Pretoria 
 
Governor  Nolundi DIKWENI 
  Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of South Africa 

  Rome 
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SOUTH AFRICA (cont’d) 
 
  Duncan Moopelo SEBEFELO 
  Political Counsellor (Multilateral Affairs) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of South Africa  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Kwena KOMAPE 
  Agriculture Counsellor 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of South Africa 

  Rome 
 
 
SPAIN 
 
Gobernador  Luis CALVO MERINO 
  Embajador  

Representante Permanente de España  
  ante los Organismos de las  
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
  Alberto LÓPEZ GARCÍA ASENJO 
  Consejero  

Representante Permanente Adjunto  
  de España ante los Organismos  
  de las Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
  Vera Cruz SOLER DEL CAMPO 
  Primer Secretario 

Embajada de España 
  Roma 
 
 
SRI LANKA 
 
Governor  Hemantha WARNAKULASURIYA 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the  
  Democratic Socialist Republic  
  of Sri Lanka  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Saman UDAGEDARA 
  Minister (Commercial) 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Democratic Socialist Republic  
  of Sri Lanka to IFAD 

  Rome 
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SUDAN 
 
  Alier Deng Ruai DENG 
  Ambassador of the  

  Republic of The Sudan  
  to Italy 

  Rome 
 
  Mohamed Hassan JUBARA MOHAMED 
  Director-General 

International Co-operation and 
  Investment Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

  Khartoum 
 
  Mohamed Eltayeb ELFAKI EL NOR 
  Counsellor (Agricultural Affairs) 

Permanent Representative of the 
  Republic of The Sudan to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Mohamed Elhaj SIRELKHATIM 
  National Co-ordinator for IFAD Funded Projects 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
  Khartoum 
 
 
SWAZILAND 
 
Governor  Clement N. DLAMINI 
  Minister for Agriculture 
  Mbabane 
 
  Thembayena Annastasia DLAMINI 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Kingdom of Swaziland 
  to IFAD 

  Chambesy 
 
  Dumsani MNGOMEZULU 
  Senior Land Planning Officer 

Ministry of Agriculture 
  Mbabane 
 
  Sibusiso MSIBI 
  Counsellor 

Permanent Mission of the  
  Kingdom of Swaziland 

  Chambesy 
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SWEDEN 
 
Alternate Governor  Anders BENGTCÉN 
  Deputy Director-General 

Head of the Department for Multilateral 
  Development Co-operation 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Stockholm 
 
Adviser  Björn GUSTAVSSON 
  IFAD Desk Officer 

Department for Multilateral 
  Development Co-operation 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

  Stockholm 
 
Adviser  Amalia GARCIA-THÄRN 
  Minister Counsellor 

Permanent Representative  
  of the Kingdom of Sweden  
  to IFAD and WFP 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Margaretha ARNESSON-CIOTTI 
  Programme Officer 

Royal Swedish Embassy 
  Rome 
 
 
SWITZERLAND 
 
Gouverneur  Jörg FRIEDEN 
  Vice-Directeur et 

Chef du Coopération globale 
Direction du développement et de la coopération 
Département fédéral des affaires étrangères 

  Berne 
 
Conseiller  Alexandre GHÉLEW 
  Conseiller 

Chargé de programme 
Section Programme global Sécurité alimentaire 
Direction du développement et de la coopération 
Département fédéral des affaires étrangères 

  Berne 
 
Conseiller  Pio WENNUBST 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent adjoint  
  de la Confédération suisse auprès 
  de la FAO, du FIDA et du PAM 

  Rome 
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
 
Governor  Adel SAFAR 
  Minister for Agriculture  

  and Agrarian Reform 
  Damascus 
 
  Khalid AL-ASIMI 
  Director  

Southern Regional Agricultural 
  Development Project 
Ministry of Agriculture 
  and Agrarian Reform 

  Damascus 
 
  Isam ZANOUN 
  Director  

North-Eastern Region Rural  
  Development Project 
Ministry of Agriculture 
  and Agrarian Reform 

  Damascus 
 
  Bashar AKBIK 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Syrian Arab Republic 
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
THAILAND 
 
  Sakchai SRIBOONSUE 
  Deputy Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Cooperatives 

  Bangkok 
 
Alternate Governor  Tritaporn KHOMAPAT 
  Minister (Agricultural) 

Permanent Representative of the 
  Kingdom of Thailand to the 
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Duonghatai DANVIVATHANA 
  Director 

Foreign Agricultural Relations Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Cooperatives 

  Bangkok 
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THAILAND (cont’d) 
 
  Sairak CHAILANGGAR 
  Counsellor (Agriculture) 

Deputy Permanent Representative of  
  the Kingdom of Thailand to the 
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Nantawan GANMA 
  Policy and Plan Analyst 

Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Cooperatives 

  Bangkok 
 
 
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 
 
  Lidija CADIKOVSKA 
  Head of Department for  

  International Cooperation 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry  
  and Water Economy 

  Skopje 
 
  Magdalena DIMOVA 
  First Secretary 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of The former Yugoslav Republic  
  of Macedonia to the Holy See 

  Rome 
 
 
TOGO 
 
Gouverneur  Kossi Messan EWOVOR 
  Ministre de l’agriculture, 

  de l’élevage et de la pêche 
  Lomé 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Akla-Esso M’Baw AROKOUM 
  Directeur de l’agriculture 

Ministère de l’agriculture, 
  de l’élevage et de la pêche 

  Lomé 
 
  Kokou KPAYEDO 
  Ministre Conseiller 

Ambassade de la République 
  togolaise 

  Paris 
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TONGA 
 
Governor  Sione Ngongo KIOA 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the  
  Kingdom of Tonga to IFAD 

  London 
 
 
TUNISIA 
 
Gouverneur  Abdessalem MANSOUR 
(provisoire)  Ministre de l’agriculture et  

  des ressources hydrauliques 
  Tunis 
 
Gouverneur suppléant  Kamel BEN REJEB 
  Directeur général de la  

  coopération multilatérale 
Ministère du développement et 
  de la coopération internationale 

  Tunis 
 
Conseiller  Sabri BACHTOBJI 
  Conseiller 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
Ambassade de la République 
  tunisienne 

  Rome 
 
Conseiller  Mohamed LASSOUED 
  Directeur général de la  

  coopération internationale  
Ministère de l’agriculture et  
  des ressources hydrauliques 

  Tunis 
 
Conseiller  Abdelhamid ABID 
  Conseiller 

Représentant permanent suppléant  
  de la République tunisienne auprès 
  des organisations spécialisées  
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
 
TURKEY 
 
Governor  Sitki Uğur ZIYAL 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Turkey  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
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TURKEY (cont’d) 
 
  Fazil DÜSÜNCELI 
  Counsellor (Agricultural Affairs) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of Turkey to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Oya TUNGA 
  Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of Turkey to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
UGANDA 
 
  Bright RWAMIRAMA 
  Minister of State for Animal Industry 

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal  
  Industry and Fisheries 

  Entebbe 
 
  Deo K. RWABITA 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Uganda  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Robert SABIITI 
  First Secretary (Agricultural Attaché) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Uganda to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
 
  Younis Haji AL KHORI 
  Under-Secretary 

Ministry of Finance and Industry 
  Abu Dhabi 
 
Alternate Governor  Maryam Hassan AL SHANASI 
  Adviser to the Minister for  

  Environment and Water 
  Abu Dhabi 
 
  Majed Ali Ahmed OMRAN AL SHAMSI 
  Director 

Revenue Department 
Ministry of Finance and Industry 

  Abu Dhabi 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (cont’d) 
 
  Walid Murad Darwish ALRAISI 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the United Arab Emirates to the 
  United Nations Food and Agriculture 
  Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Obeid Ali Mirghani HASSAN 
  Press Officer 

Embassy of the United 
  Arab Emirates 

  Rome 
 
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Governor  James HARVEY 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom  
  of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to  
  the United Nations Food and Agriculture  
  Agencies 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  Elizabeth NASSKAU 
  Deputy Permanent Representative of  

  the United Kingdom of Great Britain and  
  Northern Ireland to the United Nations 
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
  Antonio TUFANO 
  Information Manager 

Permanent Representation of the  
  United Kingdom of Great Britain and  
  Northern Ireland to the United Nations  
  Food and Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
 
Governor  Stephen Masato WASIRA 
  Minister for Agriculture, Food  

  Security and Co-operatives 
  Dar es Salaam 
 
Alternate Governor  Wilfred J. NGIRWA 
  Minister Plenipotentiary 

Permanent Representative of the 
  United Republic of Tanzania 
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
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UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA (cont’d) 
 
  Joseph Andrew LUBILLO 
  Personal Assistant to the Minister 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food  
  Security and Cooperatives 

  Dar es Salaam 
 
  Perpetua M.S. HINGI 
  Agricultural Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the United Republic of Tanzania 
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
UNITED STATES 
 
Governor  Elizabeth H. MORRIS 
(acting)  Acting Director 

Office of Multilateral 
  Development Banks 
Department of the Treasury 

  Washington, D.C. 
 
Alternate Governor  Lee A. BRUDVIG 
(acting)  Minister Counsellor 

Chargé d’affaires, a.i. 
United States Mission to the 
  United Nations Agencies for 
  Food and Agriculture 

  Rome 
 
Adviser  Priya V. GANDHI 
  International Economist 

Office of Multilateral 
  Development Banks 
Department of the Treasury 

  Washington, D.C. 
 
Adviser  Leslie S. DE GRAFFENRIED 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the United States of America  
  to the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
URUGUAY 
 
Gobernador  Alberto BRECCIA 
  Embajador de la República 

  Oriental del Uruguay ante 
  el Gobierno Italiano 

  Roma 
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URUGUAY (cont’d) 
 
Gobernador Suplente  José Luis RIVAS 
  Tercer Secretario 

Representante Permanente Alterno de  
  la República Oriental del Uruguay 
  ante los Organismos de las  
  Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) 
 
Gobernador  Luis Arias BELLORÍN 
(interino)  Vicepresidente de Cooperación y  

  Financiamiento Internacional  
Banco de Desarrollo Económico y 
  Social de Venezuela (BANDES) 

  Caracas 
 
Gobernador Suplente  Gladys Francisca URBANEJA DURÁN 
  Embajadora  

Representante Permanente de  
  la República Bolivariana de  
  Venezuela ante los Organismos 
  de las Naciones Unidas 

  Roma 
 
 
VIET NAM 
 
Governor  VU VAN Ninh 
  Minister for Finance 
  Hanoï 
 
  VAN NAM Nguyen 
  Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the 
  Socialist Republic of Viet Nam  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
Alternate Governor  NGUYEN Thanh Do 
  Director-General 

Debt Management and External  
  Finance Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Hanoï 
 
  NGUYEN Duc Chi 
  Director of the Cabinet 

Ministry of Finance 
  Hanoï 
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VIET NAM (cont’d) 
 
  HUONG Nguyen Lan 
  Manager 

Debt Management and External 
  Finance Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Hanoï 
 
Adviser  DUONG Quynh Le 
  Deputy Manager 

Debt Management and External  
  Finance Department 
Ministry of Finance 

  Hanoï 
 
Adviser  NGUYEN Chi Thanh 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative of  
  the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
YEMEN 
 
  Abdulmalik Qassem AL-THAWR 
  Deputy Minister for Agriculture  

  and Irrigation 
  Sana’a 
 
Alternate Governor  Shaya Mohsin MOHAMED ZINDANI 
  Ambassador of the Republic 

  of Yemen to Italy 
  Rome 
 
  Aniss Mohamed Ahmed QUDAR 
  Counsellor (Economic and Cultural Affairs) 

Embassy of the Republic  
  of Yemen 

  Rome 
 
 
ZAMBIA 
 
Governor  Daniel KALENGA 
  Deputy Minister for Agriculture 

  and Co-operatives 
  Lusaka 
 
Alternate Governor  Lucy Mungoma MUNGOMA 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Zambia to  
  the United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
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ZAMBIA (cont’d) 
 
  John PHIRI 
  Chief Agricultural Economist 

Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Co-operatives 

  Lusaka 
 
  Pam K. MWANANSHIKU 
  Counsellor 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of Zambia 

  Rome 
 
  Trevor SICHOMBO 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Zambia to the  
  United Nations Food and  
  Agriculture Agencies 

  Rome 
 
 
ZIMBABWE 
 
  Mary Margaret MUCHADA 
  Ambassador  

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Zimbabwe  
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
  Clive KAPUYANYIKA-BEPURA 
  Director  

Ministry of Agriculture and 
  Rural Development 

  Harare 
 
  Michael Muchenje NYERE 
  Minister Counsellor 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
  to IFAD 

  Rome 
 
 
 



Annex I  GC 32 

 165

 
 
 

 مراقبون من الدول الأعضاء بالأمم المتحدة
 

OBSERVERS FROM UNITED NATIONS MEMBER STATES 
 

OBSERVATEURS D’ÉTATS MEMBRES DES NATIONS UNIES 
 

OBSERVADORES DE LOS ESTADOS MIEMBROS DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 
 
 
 
BELARUS 
 
  Evgeny SHESTAKOV 
  Ambassador of the  

  Republic of Belarus  
  to Italy 

  Rome 
 
  Dmitry MIRONCHIK 
  Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative  
  of the Republic of Belarus  
  to FAO 

  Rome 
 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
  Daniela MOYZESOVÁ 
  Counsellor 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Czech Republic to FAO 

  Rome 
 
 
ESTONIA 
 
  Ruve SCHANK 
  Minister Counsellor 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Estonia 
  to FAO 

  Rome 
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HUNGARY 
 
  Balazs HAMAR 
  Counsellor 

Permanent Representative of  
  the Republic of Hungary  
  to FAO 

  Rome 
 
 
POLAND 
 
  Wojciech OSTROWSKI 
  Minister Counsellor 

Permanent Representative of the  
  Republic of Poland to FAO 

  Rome 
 
 
SAN MARINO 
 
  Marina EMILIANI 
  Counsellor 

Embassy of the Republic 
  of San Marino 

  Rome 
 
 
SLOVAKIA 
 
  Lubomír MICEK 
  Counsellor 

Permanent Representative of 
  the Slovak Republic to FAO 

  Rome 
 
 
UKRAINE 
 
  Yana SKIBINETSKA 
  First Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative 
  of Ukraine to FAO 

  Rome 
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 الكرسي الرسولي
 

HOLY SEE 
 

SAINT-SIÈGE 
 

SANTA SEDE 
 
 
 
  Renato VOLANTE 
  Observateur permanent du 

  Saint-Siège auprès du FIDA 
  Cité du Vatican 
 
  Vincenzo BUONOMO 
  Observateur permanent suppléant 

  du Saint-Siège auprès du FIDA 
  Cité du Vatican 
 
  Lelio BERNARDI 
  Conseiller 

Mission permanente d’observation  
  du Saint-Siège auprès des Institutions  
  des Nations Unies pour l’alimentation  
  et l’agriculture 

  Cité du Vatican 
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  فرسان مالطة جماعة
 

SOVEREIGN ORDER OF MALTA 
 

ORDRE SOUVERAIN DE MALTE 
 

SOBERANA ORDEN DE MALTA 
 

 
 
  Giuseppe BONANNO DI LINGUAGLOSSA 
  Ambassadeur de l’Ordre Souverain  

  Militaire Hospitalier de Saint-Jean  
  de Jérusalem de Rhodes et de Malte 
Observateur permanent auprès du FIDA 

  Rome 
 
  Claude FORTHOMME 
  Conseiller technique 

Ordre Souverain Militaire Hospitalier  
  de Saint-Jean de Jérusalem de Rhodes  
  et de Malte 

  Rome 
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 ممثلون عن الأمم المتحدة والوكالات المتخصصة
 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
 

REPRÉSENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET INSTITUTIONS SPÉCIALISÉES 
 

REPRESENTANTES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS Y ORGANISMOS ESPECIALIZADOS 
 
 

 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
 
  Annika SÖDER 
  Assistant Director-General 

Office of the United Nations Co-ordination  
  and Millennium Development Goals Follow-up 

  Rome 
 
  Charles RIEMENSCHNEIDER 
  Director 

Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 

  Rome 
 
  Garry SMITH 
  Principal Adviser 

Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 

  Rome 
 
  Guy EVERS 
  Chief 

Southern and Eastern Africa Service 
Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 

  Rome 
 
  David COLBERT 
  Senior Environment Officer 

Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 

  Rome 
 
  Ida CHRISTENSEN 
  Rural Sociologist 

Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 

  Rome 
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) (cont’d) 
 
  I. DEBORHEGYI 
  Information Officer 

Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 

  Rome 
 
 
International Labour Organization (ILO) 
 
  Claudio LENOCI 
  Director 
  Rome 
 
  Fabien ROLLINGER 
  Librarian 
  Rome 
 
 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
 
  Grégorie de KALBERMATTEN 
  Deputy Executive-Secretary 
  Bonn 
 
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
 
  Getachew ENGIDA 
  Director and Comptroller 

Bureau of the Comptroller 
  Paris 
 
 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 
  Giorgio GRUSSU 
  Liaison Officer 

Regional Office for Europe 
  Geneva 
 
United Nations Regional Information for Western Europe (UNRIC) 
 
  Fabio GRAZIOSI 
  Information Officer for Italy,  

  the Holy See, Malta and San Marino 
  Brussels 
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World Food Programme (WFP) 
 
  Mohamed EL-KOUHENE 
  Deputy Director 

Division of External Relations 
  Rome 
 
  Katharina GOLA 
  Officer 

Division of External Relations 
  Rome 
 
  David STEVENSON 
  Director 

Policy, Planning and  
  Strategy Division 

  Rome 
 
  Steven Were OMAMO 
  Deputy Director 

Policy, Planning and  
  Strategy Division 

  Rome 
 
  Volli CARUCCI 
  Programme Adviser 

Operations and Management  
  Department 

  Rome 
 
 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
 
  Mannava V.K. SIVAKUMAR 
  Acting Director 

Climate Prediction and  
  Adaptation Branch 
Climate and Water Department 

  Geneva 
 
 
 



Annex I  GC 32 

 172

 
 
 

  المراقبون من المنظمات الحكومة الدولية
 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES 
 

 OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES INTERGUBERNAMENTALES 
 
 
African Development Bank (AfDB) 
 
  Hesham KANDIL 
  Chief Water Resources Engineer 

Agriculture and Agro-Industry Department 
  Tunis 
 
 
African Union (AU) 
 
  TUMUSIIME Rhoda Peace 
  Commissioner for Rural Economy  

  and Agriculture 
African Union Commission 

  Addis Ababa 
 
  Janet EDEME 
  Policy Officer 

African Union Commission 
  Addis Ababa 
 
  Julius Kagamba SINGOMA 
  Special Assistant to the Commissioner  

African Union Commission 
  Addis Ababa 
 
 
Andean Development Corporation (CAF) 
 
  Gonzalo DE CASTRO 
  Director Adjunto 

Representación en España 
  Madrid 
 
 
Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID) 
 
  Ali Bin Saeed AL SHARHAN 
  President 
  Khartoum 
 
  Al Arabi Mohammed HAMDI 
  Economic Adviser 
  Khartoum 
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Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) 
 
  Abdulmagid H. BURAWI 
  Senior Project Officer 

Operations Department 
  Khartoum 
 
 
Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD) 
 
  Abdelhai GUEROUALI 
  Director 

Animal Wealth Department 
  Damascus 
 
 
Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI) 
 
  H. Arlington D. CHESNEY 
  Executive Director 
  Saint Augustine 
 
 
Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) 
 
  Sergio AVILÉS 
  Coordinador 

Unidad de micro, pequeña y  
  mediana empresa (MIPYME) 

  Tegucigalpa 
 
 
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) 
 
  Hilal AMBUSAIDI 
  Director  

Agriculture Department 
  Riyadh 
 
 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
 
  Stephen GROFF 
  Deputy Director  

Development Co-operation Directorate 
  Paris 
 
 
European Union (EU) 
 
  Benito MARIN HERRERO 
  Attaché 

Délégation de la Commission européenne  
  auprès du Saint-Siège, de l’Ordre Souverain  
  de Malte et des organisations spécialisées  
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
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European Union (EU) (cont’d) 
 
  Lidia SALVATORE 
  Délégation de la Commission européenne  

  auprès du Saint-Siège, de l’Ordre Souverain  
  de Malte et des organisations spécialisées  
  des Nations Unies 

  Rome 
 
 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 
 
  Cristina BELDA 
  Coordinadora en funciones 

Oficina Permanente para Europa 
  Madrid 
 
 
International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
 
  Mahmoud SOLH 
  Director-General 
  Aleppo 
 
  Kamel SHIDEED 
  Assistant Director-General 

International Cooperation and Communication 
  Aleppo 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 
 
  Sangone AMAR 
  Acting Director 

Country Operations  
  Department 

  Jeddah 
 
  Abdallah Mohammed KILIAKI 
  Senior Economist and  

  Division Chief 
Operations Planning and  
  Services Department 

  Jeddah 
 
 
League of Arab States (LAS) 
 
  Fathi ABU ABED 
  Adviser 

League of Arab States 
Regional Mission 

  Rome 
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West African Development Bank (BOAD) 
 
  Chaïbou TALABE 
  Directeur adjoint  

Direction du Développement durable  
  et de l’environnment (DDDE) 

  Lomé 
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 المراقبون من المنظمات غير الحكومية
 

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES 
 

OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
 
 

 
Human Appeal International (HAI) 
 
  Moin SHUBIB 
  President 
  Ajman 
 
  Najah AL-RAMAHI 
  Woman Department 
  Ajman 
 
 
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) 
 
  Lucio UBERTINI 
  Vice-President 
  Colombella 
 
 
International Council of Women (ICW-CIF) 
 
  Lydie ROSSINI VAN HISSENHOVEN 
  Permanent Representative to FAO 

  and Board Member 
  Rome 
 
 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) 
 
  Cristina GRANDI 
  Liaison Officer to  

  the FAO and IFAD 
  Rome 
 
 
International Fertilizer Development Center (IFDC) 
 
  Amit H. ROY 
  President and  

Chief Executive Officer 
  Alabama 
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Rotary International (RI) 
 
  Antonio LICO 
  Adviser 
  Rome 
 
  Marco Claudio RANDONE 
  Adviser 
  Rome 
 
 
Society for International Development (SID) 
 
  Federica LOMIRI 
  Membership Officer 
  Rome 
 
 
The Hunger Project (THP) 
 
  Elisabeth ROELVINK 
  Corporate Fundraiser 
  Utrecht 
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Agenda 

 
1. Opening of the session 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

3. Application for non-original membership 

4. Statement of the President of IFAD 

5. Appointment of the President of IFAD 

6. General statements 

7. Report on the Seventh Replenishment of IFAD’s resources 

8. Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s resources 

9. Audited financial statements of IFAD for 2007 

10. Administrative and capital budgets of IFAD and its Office of Evaluation for 2009 

11. Proposal for a voluntary separation programme 

12. Election of members and alternate members of the Executive Board  

13. Report of the Emoluments Committee 

14. Special expenditure for IFAD’s new headquarters 

15. Progress report on implementation of the performance-based allocation system 

16. Progress report on the Global Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification 

17. Other business 
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Programme of events 

 
 

Wednesday, 18 February 2009 
 
Morning meeting  9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
 
9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Inaugural ceremony 

Commencement of consideration of agenda items  
 
Afternoon meeting   3 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
 
3 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. Continuation of consideration of agenda items  
 
3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. Round-table discussions 

 
Three round tables, held simultaneously, will focus on the 
challenges currently faced by smallholder farmers and on 
ways to help them meet these challenges. Discussions will 
centre on: how smallholder farmers can deal with 
unpredictable markets and high price volatility; the growing 
demand for land; and the need for research and innovation in 
the context of a rapidly changing climate and environment. 
 

 
Thursday, 19 February 2009 
 
Morning meeting  9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Continuation of consideration of agenda items 
 
Afternoon meeting  3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
3 p.m. to 5.50 p.m.  Continuation of consideration of agenda items 

  
5.50 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Closure of the session 
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List of documents placed before the 
thirty-second session of the Governing 
Council 

 
 

Document No. 
Agenda  

Item 
Title 

   
GC 32/L.1 2 Provisional agenda and programme of events 

   
GC 32/L.1/Add.1 2 Schedule of work 

   
GC 32/L.2 3 Application for non-original membership 
   
GC 32/L.3 + Add.1 5 Appointment of the President of IFAD 

   
GC 32/L.4 7 Report on the status of contributions to the Seventh 

Replenishment of IFAD’s resources  

   
GC 32/L.5 + Add.1 8 Report of the Consultation on the Eighth 

Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources 
   
GC 32/L.6 9 Consolidated financial statements of IFAD as at 

31 December 2007 

   
GC 32/L.7 10 Programme of work, Programme Development 

Financing Facility and administrative and capital 
budgets of IFAD and its Office of Evaluation for 2009 

   
GC 32/L.8 + Add.1 11 A voluntary separation programme for IFAD 

2009-2010  
   
GC 32/L.9 + Add.1 12 Election of members and alternate members of the 

Executive Board 

   
GC 32/L.10 13 Report of the Emoluments Committee 

   
GC 32/L.11 14 Final report on the special expenditure for IFAD’s new 

headquarters 

   
GC 32/L.12/Rev.1 15 Progress report on implementation of the 

performance-based allocation system 

   
GC 32/L.13 16 Progress report on the Global Mechanism of the 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought 
and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa 
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GC 32/INF.1  Arrangements for the thirty-second session of the 
Governing Council 

   
GC 32/INF.2  Background information on Member States’ voting 

rights during the thirty-second session of the 
Governing Council 

   
GC 32/INF.3 + Add.1  Appointment of the President of IFAD (Background 

note on relevant voting procedures and modalities) 

   
GC 32/INF.4  IFAD’s participation in the Debt Initiative for Heavily 

Indebted Poor Countries — Progress Report 

   
GC 32/INF.5/Rev.1  Delegations at the thirty-second session of the 

Governing Council 

   
GC 32/INF.6  Order of speakers — Statements to be delivered 

during plenary meetings 

   
GC 32/INF.7  Financial highlights of the year ended 

31 December 2008 

   
GC 32/INF.8  Round-table discussions 
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Resolutions adopted by the Governing Council at its 
thirty-second session 
 
1. The Governing Council, at its thirty-second session, adopted resolutions 151/XXXII, 

152/XXXII, 153/XXXII on 18 February 2009 and resolutions 154/XXXII, 155/XXXII 
and 156/XXXII on 19 February 2009. 

2. These resolutions are transmitted for the information of all Members of IFAD. 
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Resolution 151/XXXII 

Approval of non-original Members of the Fund  

The Governing Council of IFAD, 

Taking into account articles 3.1(a), 3.2(b) and 13.1(c) of the Agreement Establishing 
IFAD and section 10 of the By-laws for the Conduct of the Business of IFAD; 

Having considered the application for non-original membership by the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, transmitted to the Council in document GC 32/L.2, and the 
recommendation of the Executive Board thereon; 

Approves the membership of the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 
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Resolution 152/XXXII 

The emoluments of the President of IFAD 

The Governing Council of IFAD, 

Taking into account section 6(1) of the By-laws for the Conduct of the Business of 
IFAD, which states, inter alia, that the salary, allowances and other entitlements of the 
President of IFAD shall be determined by resolution of the Governing Council; 

Recalling resolution 150/XXXI, adopted by the Governing Council on 14 February 2008, 
whereby a committee was established to review the overall emoluments and other 
conditions of employment of the President of IFAD; 

Noting and having considered the report of the Emoluments Committee contained in 
document GC 32/L.10 and the recommendations of the Executive Board thereon; 

Decides that:   

1. The salary of the President of IFAD shall continue to be established on a par with 
that of the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO). 

2. The Fund shall make housing arrangements for the President of IFAD and cover all 
costs relating to rent and related expenses, including service charges 
(condominium), electricity, gas, heating and authorized telecommunication charges. 

3. The representation allowance of US$50,000 per annum shall continue to be 
provided. 

4. The President shall also be entitled to participate in insurance, medical, pension, 
retirement and other plans as may be established for the employees of the Fund and 
not otherwise covered by his emoluments. 

5. The salary, allowances and other entitlements specified in paragraphs 1-3 above 
shall apply to the person elected as President of IFAD at the thirty-second session of 
the Governing Council with effect from 1 April 2009 and thereafter. 
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Resolution 153/XXXII 

Appointment of the President of IFAD 

The Governing Council of IFAD, 

Having acted upon the proposal for the appointment of the President contained in 
documents GC 32/L.3 dated 22 December 2008 and GC 32/L.3/Add.1 dated 18 February 
2009; 

Decides, in accordance with Article 6, Section 8(a), of the Agreement Establishing IFAD, 
to appoint Mr Kanayo Felix Nwanze of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, as President of 
IFAD for a term of office of four years, to take effect from 1 April 2009. 

 

 



Annex IV GC 32 
 

 188

Resolution 154/XXXII 

The Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s resources 

The Governing Council of IFAD, 

Recalling Article 4.3 of the Agreement Establishing the Fund, which provides that, in 
order to assure continuity in the Fund’s operations, the Governing Council shall 
periodically review the adequacy of the resources available to the Fund and, if necessary, 
invite Members to make additional contributions to the resources of the Fund; 

Further recalling Governing Council Resolution 147/XXXI, adopted on 
13 February 2008, establishing a Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s 
Resources; 

Urging those Members which have not yet paid the full share of their previous 
contributions to the resources of the Fund and those which have not yet deposited their 
Instruments of Contribution for the Seventh Replenishment to adopt effective measures 
to complete such payments and deposit such Instruments of Contribution as soon as 
possible; 

Reaffirming its unanimous support for the Fund and its mandate to combat poverty and 
hunger and noting with great satisfaction the Fund’s continued progress in discharging 
effectively that mandate; 

Noting the desire of its Members to maintain an adequate level of annual loan and grant 
commitments in order to enable the Fund to fulfil its mandate; 

Further recalling its Resolution 100/XX on the Provision of Advance Commitment 
Authority during the Fourth Replenishment Period, adopted on 21 February 1997; 

Having considered the Report of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of 
IFAD’s Resources (2010-2012), contained in document GC 32/L.5 and the draft 
resolution on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources attached thereto; 

Taking into account the statements made in the Consultation on the Eighth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources indicating that a number of Members intend to 
contribute to the resources of the Fund through pledges of contributions under the 
Eighth Replenishment, in accordance with the arrangements set forth in this Resolution, 
it being understood that no commitment in that regard will arise for any Member until 
the Member concerned has deposited an Instrument of Contribution and that such 
instrument takes effect in accordance with its terms and conditions consistent with this 
Resolution and the Agreement Establishing the Fund; and 

Acting upon the conclusions of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s 
Resources, which has recommended that, in view of the needs of the developing Member 
States of the Fund in regard to their continued development in the agricultural and rural 
sectors, the resources of the Fund are in vital need of replenishment so as to enable the 
Fund to carry out its programme of work for the replenishment period, the Members 
should be invited to make additional contributions to the resources of the Fund, 

Decides:
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I. Report of the Consultation on the Eighth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources (2010-2012) 

1. Document GC 32/L.5, containing the Report of the Consultation on the Eighth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources (2010-2012), is hereby approved and shall form 
the basis of the Fund’s operations. Accordingly, the Governing Council has decided 
to authorize the replenishment of the resources of the Fund. 

2. Definitions 
 The terms used in this Resolution have the meanings herein set forth: 

(a) “ACA”: advance commitment authority conferred by paragraph III.18 of this 
Resolution; 

(b) “additional contribution”: a Member’s contribution under the Eighth 
Replenishment of the resources of the Fund as defined in Section 3 of Article 4 
of the Agreement; 

(c) “Agreement”: the Agreement Establishing the Fund; 

(d) “complementary contribution”: the amount made available by a Member to the 
Fund during the Replenishment Period on a voluntary basis and referred to in 
paragraphs II.4(d) and II.5(b) of this Resolution; 

(e) “Consultation”: the committee of senior representatives of the Members 
established pursuant to Resolution 147/XXXI of the Governing Council to 
review the adequacy of the resources available to the Fund; 

(f) “contribution”: the amount that a Member is legally committed to pay into the 
resources of the Fund under its Instrument of Contribution; 

(g) “Contribution Votes”: those votes from the Original, Fourth Replenishment, 
Fifth Replenishment, Sixth Replenishment, Seventh Replenishment and Eighth 
Replenishment Votes allocated to each Member in accordance with Article 6, 
Sections 3(a)(i)(B) and 3(a)(ii)(B), of the Agreement, paragraphs II.16(b) and 
II.17(b) of Resolution 87/XVIII of the Governing Council, paragraph IV.19(b) 
of Resolution 119/XXIV of the Governing Council, paragraph IV.19(b) of 
Resolution 130/XXVI, paragraph IV.19(b) of Resolution 141/XXIX/Rev.1 and 
paragraph IV.19(b) of this Resolution, respectively, on the basis of each 
Member’s contribution to the resources of the Fund; 

(h) “dollar” or “US$”: United States dollar; 

(i) “Fourth Replenishment Votes”: the votes defined generally as Replenishment 
Votes by Sections 3(a)(ii) and (iii) of Article 6 of the Agreement and 
distributed under the Fourth Replenishment of the Fund’s Resources in the 
form of Membership and Contribution Votes in accordance with 
paragraphs II.17 and II.18 of Resolution 87/XVIII of the Governing Council; 

(j) “Fifth Replenishment Votes”: the votes defined generally as Replenishment 
Votes by Sections 3(a)(ii) and (iii) of Article 6 of the Agreement and 
distributed under the Fifth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources in the form of 
Membership and Contribution Votes in accordance with paragraph IV.19 of 
Resolution 119/XXIV of the Governing Council; 

(k) “Sixth Replenishment Votes”: the votes defined generally as Replenishment 
Votes by Sections 3(a)(ii) and (iii) of Article 6 of the Agreement and 
distributed under the Sixth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources in the form of 
Membership and Contribution Votes in accordance with paragraph IV.19 of 
Resolution 130/XXVI of the Governing Council; 
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(l) “Seventh Replenishment Votes”: the votes defined generally as Replenishment 
Votes by Sections 3(a)(ii) and (iii) of Article 6 of the Agreement and 
distributed under the Seventh Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources in the form 
of Membership and Contribution Votes in accordance with paragraph IV.19 of 
Resolution 141/XXIX/Rev.1 of the Governing Council; 

(m) “Eighth Replenishment Votes”: the votes defined generally as Replenishment 
Votes by Sections 3(a)(ii) and (iii) of Article 6 of the Agreement and 
distributed under the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources in the form of 
Membership and Contribution Votes in accordance with paragraph IV.20 of this 
Resolution; 

(n) “Fund”: the International Fund for Agricultural Development; 

(o) “increase in contribution”: an increase by a Member, pursuant to Section 4 of 
Article 4 of the Agreement, of the amount of its additional contribution; 

(p) “instalment”: one of the instalments in which a contribution is to be paid; 

(q) “Instrument of Contribution”: a written commitment whereby a Member 
confirms its intention to make additional contribution to the resources of the 
Fund under the Replenishment; 

(r) “Member”: a Member of the Fund; 

(s) “Membership Votes”: those votes from the Original, Fourth Replenishment, 
Fifth Replenishment, Sixth Replenishment, Seventh Replenishment and Eighth 
Replenishment Votes allocated to each Member in accordance with Article 6, 
Sections 3(a)(i)(A) and 3(a)(ii)(A), of the Agreement, paragraphs II.16(a) and 
II.17(a) of Resolution 87/XVIII of the Governing Council, paragraph IV.19(a) 
of Resolution 119/XXIV of the Governing Council, paragraph IV.19(a) of 
Resolution 130/XXVI of the Governing Council, paragraph IV.19(a) of 
Resolution 141/XXIX/Rev.1 of the Governing Council and paragraph IV.20(a) 
of this Resolution, respectively, on the basis of membership of the Fund; 

(t) “Original Votes”: the votes defined by Sections 3(a)(i) and (iii) of Article 6 of 
the Agreement and distributed in the form of Membership and Contribution 
Votes in accordance with paragraphs II.16 and II.18 of Resolution 87/XVIII of 
the Governing Council; 

(u) “payment of” or “to pay” a contribution: payment of, or to pay, a contribution 
in cash or by deposit of promissory notes or similar obligations; 

(v) “qualified contribution”: the contribution covered by a qualified Instrument of 
Contribution as defined in paragraph II.7(c) of this Resolution; 

(w) “Replenishment”: the Eighth Replenishment of the resources of the Fund 
through contributions in accordance with this Resolution; 

(x) “Replenishment Period”: the three-year period commencing 1 January 2010 
and ending on 31 December 2012; 

(y) “special contribution”: a contribution from a non-Member State or other 
sources to the resources of the Fund as defined in Section 6 of Article 4 of the 
Agreement; 

(z) “unit of obligation”: a freely convertible currency or Special Drawing Right 
(SDR) of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), as selected by each Member 
and in which its contribution is denominated in accordance with its pledge as 
specified in Columns B-1 and B-2 of Attachment A to this Resolution; and 

(aa) “unqualified contribution”: the contribution covered by an unqualified 
Instrument of Contribution as defined in paragraph II.7(b) of this Resolution. 
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II. Contributions 
3. General Clause 

(a) The Governing Council accepts the Report of the Consultation on the Eighth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources (document GC 32/L.5) and invites 
Members to make additional contributions to the resources of the Fund under 
the Replenishment. 

(b) The target level of the Replenishment is established at one billion and two 
hundred million United States dollars (US$1,200,000,000), which amount shall 
be contributed in freely convertible currencies. In seeking that objective, the 
Replenishment has been accomplished through the good will of all Members in 
making an effort to ensure the availability of a sufficient level of resources to 
the Fund. In this respect, the Member States shall endeavour to ensure that 
the target level of the Replenishment is achieved, if necessary, by an increase 
in their additional contributions. 

(c) While maintaining the target level of the Eighth Replenishment as specified in 
paragraph II.3(b), the structural gap for the Eighth Replenishment may not 
exceed fifteen per cent (15 per cent) of the target level. In the event that the 
structural gap exceeds fifteen per cent (15 per cent) at the end of the six-
month period for the creation of new votes specified in paragraph II.4(b) of 
the Resolution, the target level specified in paragraph II.3(b) shall be adjusted 
so that the total amount of the pledges received at that date represents at 
least eighty-five per cent (85 per cent) of the target level. If such an 
adjustment becomes necessary, the President will immediately communicate 
the new target level to the Governors, after which paragraph II.3(b) of the 
present Resolution shall be deemed to have been amended accordingly. 

4. Additional, Increase in and Complementary Contributions 
The Fund is authorized, in accordance with the Agreement and the provisions of this 
Resolution, to accept from Members for the resources of the Fund:

(a) additional contributions in freely convertible currencies from all Members 
contributed in sums as indicated for the respective Members, in terms of the 
applicable unit of obligation, as set out in Columns B-1 and B-2 of Attachment 
A to this Resolution; 

(b) with the objective of attaining and supplementing the target level of the 
Replenishment referred to in paragraph II.3(b) of this Resolution, additional 
contributions in freely convertible currencies from all Members that increase 
the additional contributions of Members shown in Columns B-1 and B-2 of 
Attachment A to this Resolution and pledged in accordance with 
paragraph II.4(a) above, if the said increase in additional contributions is 
notified in writing to the Fund no later than a date six months after the date 
upon which the Governing Council adopted this Resolution. Upon receipt of 
formal pledges of further additional contributions, the President of the Fund 
shall communicate a revised Attachment A to all Members of the Fund no later 
than fifteen days after the above-mentioned date. In order to assist this 
process, the President of IFAD is requested to take such steps as may be 
necessary to ensure that the target level of the Replenishment specified in 
paragraph II.3(b) of this Resolution is attained; 

(c) an increase in contribution to the resources of the Fund for the Replenishment; 
and  

(d) complementary contributions, not forming part of the pledged contributions 
included in Columns B-1 and B-2 of Attachment A to this Resolution. 
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5. Special and Complementary Contributions 
(a) Special Contributions. During the Replenishment Period, the President may 

accept special contributions from non-Member States or other sources to the 
Fund.  

(b) Complementary Contributions. During the Replenishment Period, the Fund 
may accept complementary contributions from Member States. 
Complementary contributions shall not form part of the pledged contributions 
included in columns B-1 and B-2 of Attachment A to this Resolution and, 
accordingly, shall not entitle the said contributing Member State to receive 
Contribution Votes under paragraph IV.20(b) of this Resolution. After the 
adoption of this Resolution, the Executive Board may, from time to time, 
decide upon the use to be made of the complementary contributions so 
received. 

(c) Contingent Contributions. During the Replenishment Period, the Fund may 
accept additional contributions under paragraph II.4(a), II.4(b) and II.4(c) of 
this Resolution from Member States, part of which contributions may be 
contingent upon the completion of specific actions as agreed on in the 
Replenishment Consultation Report with regard to the introduction of Human 
Resources Reform, policies on fragile states, climate change and gender, as 
well as enhanced cooperation and partnership. Contingent contributions shall 
form part of the pledged contributions included in columns B-1 and B-2 of 
Attachment A to this Resolution and shall entitle the said contributing Member 
State to receive Contribution Votes under paragraph IV.19(b) of this 
Resolution. Such contingent contributions shall not be deemed as receivables 
for the purpose of accounting provisions until such time as the contingent 
action shall have occurred. 

6. Miscellaneous operations 
During the Replenishment period, the Executive Board and the President are 
encouraged to examine opportunities to supplement the resources of the Fund by 
using the Fund’s power to perform financial and technical services, including the 
administration of resources and acting as trustee, that are consistent with the 
objective and functions of the Fund. Operations involved in the performance of such 
financial services shall not be on the account of the Fund. 

7. Instrument of Contribution 
(a) General Clause 

(i) Members making contributions under this Resolution shall deposit with 
the Fund, not later than a date six months after the date of the adoption 
of this Resolution, an Instrument of Contribution1 specifying therein the 
amount of its contribution in the applicable unit of obligation as set forth 
in Columns B-1 and B-2 of Attachment A to this Resolution. 

(ii) Any Member which has not been able to make a pledge of its 
contribution under this Resolution may deposit its Instrument of 
Contribution in accordance with the requirements of provision (i) of this 
paragraph. The President of the Fund shall take such steps as may be 
necessary for the implementation of this provision and shall keep the 
Executive Board informed, in accordance with paragraph II.17 of this 
Resolution. 

(b) Unqualified Contribution. Except as provided in paragraph II.7(c) below, 
the Instrument of Contribution shall constitute an unqualified commitment by 
the Member to make payment of the contribution in the manner and on the 
terms set forth in or contemplated by this Resolution. 

                                          
1 An illustrative format of an Instrument of Contribution is given in Attachment D to this Resolution, which a Member may 
follow in preparing its Instrument of Contribution. 
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(c) Qualified Contribution. As an exceptional case, where an unqualified 
contribution commitment cannot be given by a Member due to its legislative 
procedures, the Fund may accept from that Member an Instrument of 
Contribution that contains a formal notification by that Member that it will pay 
the first instalment of its contribution without qualification but that payment of 
the remaining instalments is subject to the enactment of the necessary 
appropriation legislation and compliance with other legislative requirements. 
Such a qualified Instrument, however, shall include an express undertaking on 
the part of the Member to seek the necessary appropriations at a rate so as to 
complete payment of its total contribution not later than a date three years 
after the date of adoption of this Resolution, except as the President shall 
otherwise determine. The Fund shall be notified as soon as possible after such 
appropriation has been obtained and such other legislative requirements have 
been fulfilled. For the purposes of this Resolution, a qualified contribution shall 
be deemed to be unqualified to the extent that appropriations have been 
obtained, other legislative requirements have been met and the Fund has been 
notified. 

8. Effectiveness 
(a) Effectiveness of the Replenishment. The Replenishment shall come into 

effect on the date upon which the Instruments of Contribution relating to 
contributions from all the Members have been deposited with the Fund in the 
aggregate total amount equivalent to at least fifty per cent (50 per cent) of the 
total contribution to the Replenishment of all such Members as set forth in 
Column B-3 of Attachment A to this Resolution. 

(b) Effectiveness of Individual Instruments of Contribution. Instruments of 
Contribution deposited on or before the effective date of the Replenishment 
shall take effect on the date the Replenishment becomes effective and 
Instruments of Contribution deposited after that date shall take effect on their 
respective dates of deposit. 

9. Advance Contribution 
Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph II.8(a) above, all contributions or parts 
thereof paid to the resources of the Fund prior to the date for the effectiveness of 
the Replenishment may be used by the Fund for its operations, if necessary, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Agreement and other relevant policies of 
the Fund, unless a Member specifies otherwise in writing. Any loan and grant 
commitments made by the Fund on such advance contributions shall for all purposes 
be treated as part of the Fund’s operational programme. 
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10. Instalment Payments2 
(a) Payment of an Unqualified Contribution 

(i) Each contributing Member shall, at its option, pay its unqualified 
contribution in a single sum, in two or in no more than three instalments, 
as specified in the Instrument of Contribution. The single sum or the first 
instalment shall be due on the thirtieth day after the Member’s 
Instrument of Contribution enters into effect, and any other instalment 
shall be due on the first anniversary of the entry into effect of the 
Replenishment but the balance, if any, of the payment shall be made no 
later than a date three years after the adoption of this Resolution, except 
as the President of the Fund shall otherwise determine. 

(ii) Instalment payments in respect of each unqualified contribution shall be, 
at the option of the Member, either (A) in equal amounts or (B) in 
progressively graduated amounts with the first instalment amounting to 
at least thirty per cent (30 per cent) of the contribution, the second 
instalment amounting to at least thirty five per cent (35 per cent) and 
the third instalment, if any, covering the remaining balance. In special 
circumstances, the President of the Fund may, upon the request of a 
Member, agree to vary the prescribed percentages or number of 
instalments of a Member subject to the requirement that such a variation 
shall not affect adversely the operational needs of the Fund. 

(b) Payment of a Qualified Contribution. Payment in respect of a qualified 
contribution shall be made within ninety (90) days as and to the extent each 
instalment has become unqualified and becomes due in accordance with 
provision (a)(i) of this paragraph. 

(c) Payment of an Advance Contribution and Amount of Instalments. A 
Member who shall make advance contribution of no less than forty per cent 
(40 per cent) of its total contribution may, in consultation with the President of 
the Fund, vary the amounts of the second and third instalments free of any 
restriction on the size of such instalments prescribed in provision (a)(ii) above, 
subject to the total amount of its contribution. 

(d) Special Schedule of Payments. To the extent that the payments are to 
depart from the requirements of provision (a)(i) and percentages of 
instalments specified in provision (a)(ii) of this paragraph, at the time of 
depositing its Instrument of Contribution, each Member shall indicate to the 
Fund its proposed schedule of instalment payments. 

(e) Optional Arrangements. A Member may at its option pay its contribution in 
fewer instalments or in larger percentage portions or at earlier dates than 
those specified in this paragraph, provided that such payment arrangements 
are no less favourable to the Fund. 

11. Mode of Payment 
(a) Form of Payment. All payments in respect of each contribution shall be made 

in cash or, at the option of the Member, by the deposit of non-negotiable, 
irrevocable, non-interest-bearing promissory notes or other similar obligations 
of the Member, encashable by the Fund at par on demand in accordance with 
paragraph II.12 of this Resolution and time schedules agreed with the Fund. 

(b) Freedom from Restriction of Use. In accordance with the requirements of 
Section 5(a) of Article 4 of the Agreement, all freely convertible currency 
contributions shall be made free of any restriction as to their use by the Fund. 

                                          
2  Payments from all Members shall be consistent with the provisions of Section 5(c) of Article 4 of the Agreement. 
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(c) Increase in Cash Payment. To the extent possible, the Members may 
favourably consider payment of larger portions of their contributions in cash. 

12. Encashment of Promissory Notes or Similar Obligations 
(a) The Fund shall encash promissory notes or other similar obligations made as 

payment of contributions under this Resolution within the Replenishment 
period or as shall be agreed between the President of the Fund and the 
Member making such contribution. 

(b) Accelerated Encashments. A Member State making a contribution may 
request at the time of the deposit of the Instrument of Contribution or 
thereafter to pay part of its contribution through the investment income 
derived from accelerated encashment of its instalment payments, subject to 
terms and conditions to be agreed with the Fund. 

13. Currency of Payment 
All contributions referred to in Columns B-1 and B-2 of Attachment A to this 
Resolution shall be paid in freely convertible currencies or in SDRs as specified in the 
respective Instruments of Contribution. 

14. Delay in Deposit of an Instrument of Contribution and/or Reduction in 
Payment 
(a) Option of Commensurate Modification. In the case of an undue delay in 

the deposit of an Instrument of Contribution or in payment or of substantial 
reduction in its contribution by a Member, any other Member may, 
notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in this Resolution, at its option, 
after consultation with the Executive Board, make a commensurate 
modification, ad interim, in its schedule of payment or amount of contribution. 
In exercising this option, a Member shall act solely with a view to safeguarding 
the objectives of the Replenishment and avoiding any significant disparity 
between the relative proportion of Members’ total contributions until such time 
that the Member whose delay in the deposit of an Instrument of Contribution 
and/or payment or reduction in its share causing such a move by another 
Member has acted to remedy the situation on its part or the Member 
exercising the option revokes its decision taken under this provision. 

(b) Member not Modifying Commitment. Members that do not wish to exercise 
their option referred to in paragraph II.14(a) above may indicate so in their 
respective Instruments of Contribution. 

15. Meeting of the Consultation 
If, during the Replenishment Period, delays in the making of any contributions cause 
or threaten to cause a suspension in the Fund’s lending operations or otherwise 
prevent the substantial attainment of the goals of the Replenishment, the Fund may 
convene a meeting of the Consultation to review the situation and consider ways of 
fulfilling the conditions necessary for the continuation of the Fund’s lending 
operations or for the substantial attainment of those goals. 

16. Fixed Reference Exchange Rates 
For the purposes of freely convertible currency contributions and pledges under this 
Resolution, the rate of exchange to be applied to convert the unit of obligation into 
the dollar shall be the average month-end exchange rate of the IMF over a six-
month period preceding the adoption of this Resolution between the currencies to be 
converted (1 April 2008 - 30 September 2008), rounded to the fourth decimal point. 
The said exchange rates are set out in Attachment E to this Resolution. 

17. Review by the Executive Board 
The Executive Board shall periodically review the status of contributions under the 
Replenishment and shall take such actions, as may be appropriate, for the 
implementation of the provisions of this Resolution. 
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III. Advance Commitment Authority 
18. The Executive Board may, from time to time and having regard to the resources of 

the Fund available for commitment to loans and grants, including investment income 
and payments and repayments under loans provided by the Fund net of 
administrative costs, employ an ACA in a prudent and cautious manner. ACA should 
not exceed seven (7) years of future reflows, as deemed to be within the limits of 
financial prudence during the Replenishment period. The procedures for the use of 
ACA during the Replenishment Period are set out in Attachment B to this Resolution 
and form an integral part thereof. ACA shall come into effect upon the adoption of 
this Resolution and shall terminate upon a date one year after the end of the 
Replenishment Period. 

IV. Voting Rights 
19. Distribution of Original Votes, Fourth Replenishment Votes, Fifth 

Replenishment Votes, Sixth Replenishment and Seventh Replenishment 
Votes 
(a) Original Votes. The one thousand eight hundred (1 800) Original Votes shall 

continue to be distributed in accordance with Sections 3(a)(i) and (iii) of 
Article 6 of the Agreement and paragraphs II.16 and II.18 of 
Resolution 87/XVIII of the Governing Council on the Fourth Replenishment of 
IFAD’s Resources. Column A-1 of Attachment C to this Resolution, as it may be 
amended from time to time, specifies the current distribution of the seven 
hundred and ninety (790) Original Membership Votes. Column A-2 of 
Attachment C to this Resolution, as it may be amended from time to time, 
specifies the current distribution of the one thousand and ten (1 010) Original 
Contribution Votes. 

(b) Fourth Replenishment, Fifth Replenishment, Sixth Replenishment and 
Seventh Replenishment Votes. The two hundred and sixty-five point fifty-
five (265.55) Fourth Replenishment Votes, the two hundred and seventy-three 
point nine five five (273.955) Fifth Replenishment Votes, the two hundred and 
ninety-four point nine six zero (294.960) Sixth Replenishment Votes and the 
three hundred and seventy-one point two three zero (371.230) Seventh 
Replenishment Votes shall continue to be distributed in accordance with 
Sections 3(a)(ii) and (iii) of Article 6 of the Agreement, paragraphs II.17 and 
II.18 of Resolution 87/XVIII of the Governing Council on the Fourth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources, paragraph IV.19 of Resolution 119/XXIV 
of the Governing Council on the Fifth Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources, 
paragraph IV.19 of Resolution 130/XXVI of the Governing Council on the Sixth 
Replenishment of IFAD’s Resources and paragraph IV.19 of Resolution 
141/XXIX/Rev.1 of the Governing Council on the Seventh Replenishment of 
IFAD’s Resources, respectively. Column B-1 of Attachment C to this 
Resolution, as it may be amended from time to time, specifies the current 
distribution of the Fourth Replenishment Membership Votes, the Fifth 
Replenishment Membership Votes, the Sixth Replenishment Membership Votes 
and the Seventh Replenishment Membership Votes. Column B-2 of Attachment 
C to this Resolution, as it may be amended from time to time, specifies the 
current distribution of the Fourth Replenishment Contribution Votes, the Fifth 
Replenishment Contribution Votes, the Sixth Replenishment Contribution Votes 
and the Seventh Replenishment Contribution Votes. 

(c) Effectiveness. The allocation and distribution of the Original, Fourth 
Replenishment, Fifth Replenishment, Sixth Replenishment and Seventh 
Replenishment Votes referred to in provisions (a) and (b) above shall continue 
irrespective of the entry into force of this Resolution. 
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20. Allocation of New Votes for the Replenishment 
In accordance with Section 3(a)(ii) of Article 6 of the Agreement, 
___________________3 (____________________3) new votes are hereby created 
for the Replenishment (“Eighth Replenishment Votes”). Those votes shall be 
distributed as follows: 

(a) Membership Votes. ____________________3 (____________________3) 
votes shall be allocated as membership votes, with each Member receiving an 
equal number of the said votes. Upon any change in the number of Members 
of the Fund, the ____________________3 (____________________3) votes 
shall be redistributed upon the same basis. Column D-1 of Attachment C to 
this Resolution, as it may be amended from time to time, specifies the current 
distribution of Eighth Replenishment Membership Votes. 

(b) Contribution Votes. The remaining ____________________3 

(____________________3) votes shall be allocated as contribution votes to 
each Member in the proportion that each Member’s paid contribution, valued in 
US$ at the effective rate for the Replenishment, to the additional contributions 
made under the Replenishment, as specified in paragraph II.4(a) of this 
Resolution and as amended by paragraph II.4(b) of this Resolution, bears to 
the aggregate of the total contributions made by all Members to the 
Replenishment. For that purpose, a paid contribution shall be deemed to be 
only the part of a contribution of a Member actually paid to the Fund, in 
accordance with paragraph IV.21 of this Resolution. Column D-2 of 
Attachment C to this Resolution, as it may be amended from time to time, 
specifies the potential Eighth Replenishment Contribution Votes for each 
Member if all Members pay the pledges specified in Column B-2 of 
Attachment A to this Resolution. Column D-3 of Attachment C to this 
Resolution, as it may be amended from time to time, specifies the actual 
Eighth Replenishment Contribution Votes of each Member. 

(c) Effectiveness. The allocation of the _____________________3 
(____________________3) votes, as specified in provisions (a) and (b) above, 
shall enter into effect upon the date on which the period specified in 
paragraph II.4(b) of this Resolution shall come to an end. 

                                          
3  To be inserted by the Secretariat six months after the date of the adoption of this Resolution (see paragraph II.4(b) 
above). 
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21. For the purpose of the allocation of the contribution votes in paragraphs IV.19(b) 
and IV.20(b) of this Resolution, a paid contribution shall mean a contribution paid, in 
a freely convertible currency, in cash or by deposit of promissory notes or similar 
obligations, with the exception of those promissory notes or other obligations 
against which an accounting provision is made. 

V. Reporting to the Governing Council 
22. The President of the Fund shall be requested to submit to the thirty-third session 

and subsequent sessions of the Governing Council reports on the status of 
commitments, payments and other relevant matters concerning the Replenishment. 
The reports shall be submitted to the Governing Council together with the Executive 
Board’s comments, if any, and its recommendations thereon. 

VI. Revision of the Lending Policies and Criteria 
23. Upon proposal of the President, the Executive Board shall submit to the thirty-third 

session of the Governing Council proposals for amendments to the Lending Policies 
and Criteria in order to further differentiate between the various levels of 
concessionality of Fund financing and strengthen the partnership relations between 
the Fund and the Member States that use its resources. 
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Summary of Attachment A
Eighth Replenishment
Contributions of Member States
at 19 February 2009

Member State

Algeria 10 000 000

Austria 16 800 000 2

Azerbaijan 100 000 *
Bangladesh 600 000

Belgium 55 724 726 3

Brazil 13 360 000 2

Burkina Faso 100 000

Burundi 10 000

Cambodia 210 000

Cameroon 800 000 4

China 22 000 000

Congo 300 000

Denmark 15 306 122 5

Ecuador 50 000

Egypt 3 000 000

Finland 18 270 402

France 53 288 672

Germany 70 000 000 6

India 25 000 000

Indonesia 5 000 000

Italy 80 000 000 2

Kenya 100 000

Japan 60 000 000

Luxembourg 2 400 000 7

Madagascar 200 000

Mozambique 85 000

Netherlands 75 000 000 8

Niger 50 000

Nigeria 15 000 000

Norway 45 500 000 2

Pakistan 8 000 000

Republic of Moldova 26 000

Saudi Arabia 50 000 000 9

South Africa 500 000

Spain 57 856 273

Sweden 57 978 484 10

Switzerland 20 119 014

Syrian Arab Republic 500 000

Turkey 1 200 000 2

United Kingdom 65 000 000 11

United States 90 000 000 12

Yemen 1 000 000

Total 940 434 693 **

Amount in US$ 1
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2  Subject to parliamentary approval.

7 Luxembourg's pledge is 0.2 per cent of the agreed target.

     **   The totals for the Eighth Replenishment reflect the pledges made to date. 
However, a number of countries have yet to announce their pledges. A number of 
countries also gave indications of their pledges pending formal confirmation of their 
precise contribution. This table will be updated periodically to reflect the additional 
pledges.

9  The contribution of US$50 million by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia consists of US$20 
million as the Kingdom's regular contribution to the Eighth Replenishment and US$30 
million as a complementary contribution to the Replenishment which would be utilized to 
increase food production in low-income countries. 
10  Sweden's pledge will not exceed SEK 360 million and should correspond to not more 
than 5.4 per cent burden share of the total pledges.  
11  The United Kingdom's pledge will be contingent on performance against commitments 
agreed on in the Report of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD's 
Resources, in accordance with paragraph 5(c) of this resolution.

*   This amount has been paid as an advance contribution, but no pledge has yet been 
received.

1  Converted to US$ amount by applying the average exchange rate as described in 
paragraph 16 of this resolution.

3   Belgium's pledge includes EUR 21 million to regular resources. Belgium also 
announced the intention to make a complementary contribution for the Belgian Survival 
Fund, at least as large as that made to the Seventh Replenishment (EUR 15. 6 million), 
subject to parliamentary approval.

5  The Danish contribution of DKK 75 million for the Eighth Replenishment is subject to 
approval by the Board of International Development Cooperation.

6  Germany's contribution depends on the following: (i) subject to entry into force of the 
2009 federal budget law and parliamentary approval; (ii) pledge will not exceed 6.5 per 
cent of the total pledges made by Member States upon effectiveness of the Eighth 
Replenishment; (iii) the unit of obligation will be decided by the German Government at 
the time of deposit of its Instrument of Contribution at the latest.

8  The Netherlands pledges a maximum of US$75 million to the Eighth Replenishment 
based on a target of US$1.2 billion.  If the final target is revised downwards, the 
Netherlands reserves the right to lower its pledge accordingly, in order not to exceed  its 
percentage share of 6.25 of the target. 

12  Subject to approval through the budget process and congressional appropriation.

4  Cameroon has indicated that its pledge will be within the range of US$800 000 to 
US$1.0 million.  The exact amount will be communicated at a later date.
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1  Payments in cash and promissory notes, excluding accounting provisions against the encashment of promissory notes at time of drawdown.
2  In accordance with resolution 141/XXIX on the Seventh Replenishment of IFAD's resources.
3  The following abbreviations are used for currencies:
   CAD:  Canadian dollar GBP:  pound sterling SDR:  special drawing right
   CHF:  Swiss franc JPY:  Japanese yen SEK:  Swedish krona
   DKK:  Danish krone NOK: Norwegian krone US$:  United States dollar
   EUR:  euro NZD:  New Zealand dollar
4  Converted to US$ amount by applying the average exchange rate as described in paragraph 16 of this resolution.
5  Converted from US$ amount by applying the average International Monetary Fund (IMF) US$/SDR exchange rate for the period 1 April to 30 September 2008.
6  Subject to parliamentary approval.
7  Belgium's pledge includes EUR 21 million to regular resources. Belgium also announced the intention to make a complementary contribution for the Belgian Survival Fund, at least as large as 
that made to the Seventh Replenishment (EUR 15.6 million), subject to parliamentary approval.

9  The Danish contribution of DKK 75 million for the Eighth Replenishment is subject to approval by the Board of International Development Cooperation.

by Member States upon effectiveness of the Eighth Replenishment; (iii) the unit of obligation will be decided by the German Government at the time of deposit of its Instrument of Contribution at the latest.
11  Luxembourg's pledge is 0.2 per cent of the agreed target.

to lower its pledge accordingly, in order not to exceed  its percentage share of 6.25 of the target. 

15  The United Kingdom's pledge will be contingent on performance against commitments agreed on in the Report of the Consultation on the Eighth Replenishment of IFAD's Resources, in accordance with 
paragraph 5(c) of this resolution.
16  Subject to approval through the budget process and congressional appropriation.
#  This State’s application for membership in IFAD was approved by the Governing Council by Resolution 151/XXXII.
*   This amount has been paid as an advance contribution, but no pledge has yet been received.

*** There were no complementary contributions prior to the Fourth Replenishment.

8  Cameroon has indicated that its pledge will be within the range of US$800 000 to US$1.0 million.  The exact amount will be communicated at a later date.

contribution to the Replenishment which would be utilized to increase food production in low-income countries. 
14  Sweden's pledge will not exceed SEK 360 million and should correspond to not more than 5.4 per cent burden share of the total pledges.  

10  Germany's contribution depends on the following: (i) subject to entry into force of the 2009 federal budget law and parliamentary approval; (ii) pledge will not exceed 6.5 per cent of the total pledges made 

12  The Netherlands pledges a maximum of US$75 million to the Eighth Replenishment based on a target of US$1.2 billion.  If the final target is revised downwards, the Netherlands reserves the right 

13  The contribution of US$50 million by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia consists of US$20 million as the Kingdom's regular contribution to the Eighth Replenishment and US$30 million as a complementary 

**   The totals for the Eighth Replenishment reflect the pledges made to date. However, a number of countries have yet to announce their pledges. A number of countries also gave indications of their 
pledges pending formal confirmation of their precise contribution. This table will be updated periodically to reflect the additional pledges.
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Procedures for the Use of Advance Commitment 
Authority 

1. The main purpose of Advance Commitment Authority (ACA) is to fill shortfalls in the 
amount of committable resources available for loans and grants that may arise in a 
particular year. 

2. The Executive Board shall ensure that the amount available for commitment under 
ACA and related disbursement requirements remain within the limits of financial 
prudence, using conservative assumptions and including a margin for expected loan 
repayment arrears. The Executive Board shall receive projections in relation to 
commitments to be made under ACA (expected loan reflows and disbursements) 
that include safety margins to ensure that the cash-in-hand at any point in time is 
sufficient to cover the disbursement needs of the Fund. 

3. ACA may only be used if the resources available for commitment (i.e. net additional 
resources received or accrued during the previous year, in addition to unused 
resources brought forward) are insufficient to complete the approved lending 
programme in any given year. 

4. ACA may only be used to make commitments for loans and grants. 

5. The President of the Fund shall ensure that accounting mechanisms are established 
to show the level of ACA used on each occasion and the loan reflows that are set 
aside for disbursements arising from such commitments. 

6. The President of the Fund shall ensure that accounting procedures are established 
so that once a commitment for a loan or a grant is made under ACA, the 
disbursements associated with such commitment are removed from the loan reflows 
subsequently received in order to avoid double counting. 

7. The Executive Board shall approve the total resource commitment to be made 
through ACA at each session of the Executive Board. In no event shall the maximum 
amount that may be made available through ACA during the Replenishment Period 
exceed seven years of future reflows. 

8. The President of the Fund shall report regularly to the Executive Board on the status 
of Resources Available for Commitment, including the management of ACA. This 
report shall include details on resources available for commitment from assets held 
in freely convertible currencies (Members’ contributions, investment holding, etc.) 
less liabilities, commitments already made, exclusions from committable resources 
due to accounting provisions, the current and cumulative amount committed under 
ACA, the amount of ACA transferred to Regular Resources, and the amount that may 
be available under ACA for future use, with detailed calculations and assumptions. 

9. The use of ACA shall be reviewed by the External Auditor and his findings shall form 
part of the regular audit of the Financial Statements of the Fund. The External 
Auditor’s report shall be discussed with the Audit Committee of the Executive Board 
in the same manner as for his report on the Financial Statements of the Fund. 
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Instrument of Contribution to the resources of IFAD 
 

 
 
 
The President 
The International Fund for 
  Agricultural Development 
Via Paolo di Dono, 44 
00142 Rome 
Italy 
 
 
 
1. I have the honour to inform you that (name of donor country) will contribute an 
amount equivalent to (amount in letters)* (state applicable unit of obligation) (amount in 
figures in applicable unit of obligation)* as its additional contribution to the resources of 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). This contribution will be 
made in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in Resolution ___/XXXII of 
the Governing Council. 

2. Payment of the contribution will be made in (unit of obligation)*/ (in a single 
sum/two instalments/three instalments) (in cash) (partly in cash and partly in the form 
of promissory notes or other similar obligation) (in the form of promissory notes or other 
similar obligation). The amount of (amount in figures in applicable unit of obligation) */ 
which constitutes the (total contribution) (first instalment) of (country) will be paid by              
20   in (cash) (by promissory note or other similar obligation) (cash equivalent of 
SDR...... and the balance in the form of promissory note or other similar obligation). 

3. The balance of the contribution will be paid in         instalments by                20   in 
(cash) (cash and promissory notes or other similar obligation) (promissory notes or other 
similar obligation).1 

4. The balance of the contribution will be payable after the enactment of necessary 
appropriation legislation and we will seek the necessary appropriation to complete our 
payments within the Replenishment period.2 

 

                                          
* If the currency of payment is different from the unit of obligation then please state here the currency of payment. 
1 This paragraph is to be used only in conjunction with paragraph II.10(d) of the Resolution and the timings of the 
payment of instalments should be indicated. The paragraph is to be deleted when not applicable. 
2 This paragraph should be deleted when not applicable. 
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5. (country) will not exercise its option under paragraph II.14 of the Resolution of 
modifying its commitment provided in this Instrument.3 

6. I confirm that all other requirements that are necessary for the deposit of this 
Instrument of Contribution with IFAD have been duly completed. 
 
 
 
 

 (Name of donor country) 
 
 
 

(signature of authorized 
representative) 

(Title of the Signatory) 
  

 
* to be deleted if not applicable 
 

                                          
3 This paragraph should be deleted when not applicable. 
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Fixed reference exchange rates 
1 April 2008 – 30 September 2008 
(United States dollar) 
 

 
Note: CAD Canadian dollar 
 CHF Swiss franc 
 DKK Danish krone 
 EUR euro 
 GBP pound sterling 
 JPY Japanese yen 
 NOK Norwegian krone 
 NZD New Zealand dollar 
 SDR special drawing rights 
 SEK Swedish krona 

 

  Currency  April May June July August September 

Six-month 
average 

(1 April to 
30 September) 

CAD 1.0095 0.9942 1.0186 1.0257 1.0626 1.0599 1.0284 

CHF 1.0386 1.0488 1.0177 1.0477 1.0976 1.1017 1.0587 

DKK 4.8018 4.8096 4.7310 4.7795 5.0614 5.2165 4.9000 

EUR 0.6435 0.6448 0.6344 0.6406 0.6787 0.6992 0.6568 

GBP 0.5084 0.5067 0.5021 0.5049 0.5468 0.5556 0.5208 

JPY 104.0800 105.6600 106.4000 107.9900 109.1000 104.3000 106.2550 

NOK 5.1313 5.0993 5.0806 5.1377 5.3909 5.8261 5.2777 

NZD 1.2910 1.2819 1.3125 1.3617 1.4229 1.4975 1.3612 

SDR 0.6158 0.6170 0.6121 0.6169 0.6370 0.6422 0.6235 

SEK 6.0075 6.0300 5.9800 6.0550 6.4025 6.7800 6.2092 
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Resolution 155/XXXII 

Administrative and capital budgets of IFAD and its Office 
of Evaluation for 2009  

The Governing Council of IFAD, 

Bearing in mind article 6.10 of the Agreement Establishing IFAD and regulation VI of 
the Financial Regulations of IFAD;  

Noting that, at its ninety-fifth session, the Executive Board reviewed and agreed upon a 
programme of work of IFAD for 2009 in the amount of SDR 480.5 million and a total 
Programme Development Financing Facility of US$41.98 million; and 

Having considered the review of the ninety-fifth session of the Executive Board 
concerning the proposed administrative and capital budgets of IFAD and its Office of 
Evaluation for 2009;  

Approves firstly the administrative budget of IFAD for 2009, in the amount of 
US$73.33 million, secondly, the capital budget of IFAD for 2009 in the amount of 
US$4.08 million and thirdly, the administrative budget of IFAD’s Office of Evaluation for 
2009 in the amount of US$5.85 million, as all three are set forth in document GC 32/L.7, 
determined on the basis of a rate of exchange of EUR 0.79/US$1.00; and  

Decides that in the event the average value of the United States dollar in 2009 should 
change against the euro rate of exchange used to calculate the budget, the total United 
States dollar equivalent of the euro expenditures in the budget shall be adjusted in the 
proportion that the actual exchange rate in 2009 bears to the budget exchange rate.  
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Resolution 156/XXXII 

Special expenditure for the voluntary separation 
programme for IFAD for 2009-2010 

The Governing Council of IFAD, 

Bearing in mind article 6, section 10, of the Agreement Establishing IFAD and 
regulation VI of the Financial Regulations of IFAD, 

Noting that, at its ninety-fifth session, the Executive Board endorsed the need for a 
special expenditure for IFAD’s voluntary separation programme for a two-year period, 

Having considered the review of the ninety-fifth session of the Executive Board 
concerning the special expenditure for IFAD’s voluntary separation programme for 2009 
to 2010 inclusive; 

Decides that: 

1. The special expenditure in the amount of US$ 5.5 million to finance the voluntary 
separation programme for IFAD for a two-year period during financial years 2009 to 
2010 inclusive, as contained in document GC 32/L.8 is approved. 

2. The President of IFAD is requested to provide a report on the expenditures incurred 
in respect to the voluntary separation programme annually to the Executive Board, 
and to submit a final report thereon to the Governing Council in February 2011. 

 


