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The ship Disney Wonder lay
at anchor, towering and majes-
tic, right next to Pan Pacific Hotel
where we had checked in the previ-
ous day. The hotel, located at the
waterfront of Vancouver, is rated
five stars and our room is $500.00
anight. Through its large windows
positioned at different angles, one
never fails to get a breathtaking
view of the harbor below and be-
yond. We went to the hotel directly
from the airport by taxi on the af-
ternoon of arrival at Vancouver.
The taxi driver drove like crazy,
weaving in and out for over thirty
minutes. As he drove on, I grew
increasingly restless and uneasy,
fearing we might get ripped off.
But much to our disbelief, the taxi
driver charged only thirty-six Cana-
dian dollars for the long trip. As a
reward for his honesty he received
a generous tip of $60.00 from my
son. While the hotel room was the
best ever, its dinner was a complete
disappointment. I ordered a twen-
ty-five-dollar salmon sandwich
which was cold, salty, and hard to
swallow. However, the continental
breakfast served the next morning
turned out to be satisfying.

A party of six with my son's family

MY ALASKA
CRUISE

Benyjamin Chang, '61 Senior:

included, we had booked three staterooms
or cabins on Deck 7, each consisting of a
bedroom with a queen-size bed, a small

F, “Why did you choose Seattle over San Francisco, don't you
know Seattle is far away from anywhere?” 204EH7FRAISEE . 7
KA A [RIAT B2 SR8, 70 e AL R B iREA
FEEERE, Sk B RS EA REREE, B TLIR
AL, MR, AR IRRSTN B PHEE SR,  ARATIR LR
ALRIEY” B “TRERAIRZ A A6 5E W
KPEHLEZLUG, N B AR AR DA N Te) J U HE B AE A 4
J7o

VLRI RS SO AR BT e R A S A o A T
FHF N BT — mA S . SR AR (G
B ) VS AR T A P A Bl T B — U AR 2 B 805 55
LR, BRI S R BISE R S AR
EARMATTI SR & R0 1 R, (B AR AT o 5 A
THPEH I 25 S5 [ (U RAT RO AR B T 1 SR UFRIEP SR A ATTHE ]
by, AIE G ) 2t SR PRAT B, BORIRWAE 14t
MIAHRZRE] b G i RER . MEEA AR RS E
2 1) P [ e 7 5 i R AE SR IR AR 28 6 KO %2, 7 i AR
JFi5 D0 WL P HE I R s T AR, IR PEAE I D AN T

could breathe in fresh ocean air. The
couch could serve as an extra bed at
night once its back is flipped over.
The ship is large enough to take
three thousand passengers while the
staff comes to one thousand so as to
ensure the best possible service and
to make the ship a home away from
home. The staff is recruited interna-
tionally; for instance, our head server
is from Jamaica, the server from the
Philippines, the assistant server from
Thailand, and the stateroom host
from Indonesia. Is there any Chi-
nese on the cruise staff? Yes, mostly
girls, who are employed for kitchen
duties. These poor folks, whatever
their nationality, work awfully hard
on a 12-hour shift for months on end
at sea, away from their loved ones,
with the same routines repeated day
in and day out. There is no doubt
that they took the tough job out of
sheer economic necessity.

Interestingly enough, I noticed
a fairly large number of Chinese
passengers on the ship. A typi-
cal Chinese family consisted of the
white-haired grandparents speaking
Mandarin; the young couple speak-
ing decent English, with an accent,
though; and the kids speaking flawless
English; showing a clear generational dif-

living area, and a verandah where we
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ference in language ability. News media
tends to describe Chinese tourists as being
notorious for their lack of good manners.
But the Chinese tourists that I observed
on the ship were generally quiet, educat-
ed, and give courteous smiles whenever
incapable of expressing their thanks in
English. However, I was turned off by an
incident that occurred in the elevator. An
elderly Chinese man holding in his hand a
cup of coffee without a lid spilled a little
by accident in the elevator. He was too
stunned to either apologize or clean up the
mess. Instead, he and his wife said bye-
bye to me and then stepped out in a hurry
to avoid embarrassment. I was left won-
dering what I would have done to prevent
a possible slip by the next person in the
elevator.

The buffet aboard the ship was ex-
cellent in terms of variety, freshness,
taste, and serving hours. Fine dining in
the evening rotated in the four fantas-
tic restaurants. What made this cruise
special was that Disney characters like
Mickey Mouse, Goofy, or Cinderella, to
name a few, showed up at dinner time and
moved from table to table to be photo-
graphed with the lovely, excited kids. But
one night my wife and I became the center
of attention when a group of servers sur-
rounded our dinner table and started sing-
ing in celebration of our fiftieth wedding
anniversary due in January 2018. What
a pleasant surprise from our thoughtful
daughter-in-law who had notified the ship
staff beforehand!

The first Alaskan soil we set foot on
after two days at sea was a tiny commu-
nity called Skagway with a mere popu-
lation of roughly 900. The small town
offers nothing but train rides and bus
tours. The tour trains are old-fashioned
like the trains in use back in China in the
forties. It was freezing that day, but the
stove with a chimney kept the train com-
partment warm. The train emitted coils of
black smoke as it wound its way slowly
up the mountain. Along the way, we saw
mountain trails and deep valleys where
crystal clear rivulets zigzag and centuries-
old trees shoot up into the sky. The train
finally made it to the top of the mountain,
followed by celebration with generous
portions of champagne and cookies that
warmed our hearts. It is said that some

35,000 people flocked to Skagway in the
early days of Gold Rush with a dream
of striking it rich. They began building
a railway but with 35 lives lost mainly
due to disease. Only about 300 had their
dream come true in the end. One smart
guy from Sweden opened a shoe repair
shop, being a skilled shoemaker himself.
He later moved to Seattle, Washington,
where he set up a retail business known as
Nordstrom. The railway workers' pioneer
spirit of fearing no hardships or dangers is
kept alive today by the new arrivals com-
mitted to a better tomorrow.

The next day our ship landed at
Juneau, a medium-sized town hustling and
bustling with tourists, busy traffic, shops,
and restaurants. We were first taken to
see glacier. No trip to Alaska is complete
without a visit to glacier. I was surprised
to discover glacier was blue, instead of
white as generally assumed. The section
of glacier we saw was like a river dam lo-
cated between two mountains. Over the
past two hundred years, glacier has been
rapidly receding, which explains why
there is so little of it left to see in Alaska.
It is sad that nature is being relentlessly
destroyed by human oversight, ignorance,
and greed. After that, we went whale
watching by a steamboat which sped over
the waters of the deep sea. There we only
saw streams of water ejected by whales
as their tails surfaced above water mo-
mentarily while their huge bodies were
hidden underneath. But we were excited
by sights of seals perched leisurely on a
floating beacon light while one was glid-
ing by.

The last port of call we visited was
Ketchikan famous for its salmon indus-
try. The streets adjacent to the dock were
lined with one gift shop after another,
which is very convenient for passengers
off the ship. The gift shops here offer very
good prices, compared with the Disney
stores on the ship. For instance, jackets
are $20.00 flat, whether light, heavy, or
water-proof ones, you name it. I bought
a green hooded sweater for my grand-
daughter's piano teacher, feeling guilty
about spending too little on a gift. Like
the other two towns we visited, Ketchikan
has lots of jewelry stores that sell mer-
chandize that is either too cheap to be
genuine or too pricey to be affordable.

Story has it that a customer expressed an
interest in a piece of jewelry, for which
the salesperson asked $6,000.00. But the
customer replied he couldn't afford it and
turned to leave. Before he hit the door,
an offer came from behind, "How about
$600.00?" In Ketchikan, to see a lum-
berjack show is a must. I had watched
similar shows many times before on TV,
but this time the show was live. The idea
was to chop a wooden block in half with
an axe and cut a piece off a log with a gi-
ant handsaw or a power saw in the short-
est time possible. Two teams were locked
in a fierce competition in the midst of
yelling, screaming, cheering, and boo-
ing from the spectators. The game was
a test of strength, persistence, and skills.
All the while, I was worried that the per-
former might miss the target in his swing
and landed the axe on his toe!

The seven-day cruise ending on
August 28th, 2017, is the most relaxing
and enjoyable vacation I have ever had.
No cooking, no household chores, and no
babysitting. Little wonder an old lady is
said to get so hooked on cruise that she
sails all the year around. The Disney
cruise is a gift from our son to show his
gratitude to my wife and me for minding
his two children for years. It looks we
both are expected to continue our faithful
service after this trip.

We were happy to return home "in
one piece" except for a rather scary inci-
dent towards the end of the trip. At the
Vancouver airport, our granddaughter
Holly, aged two years and a half, was
suddenly found missing after visiting the
washroom with her mother. What might
have happened was that her mother kept
her eyes fixed on her cell phone on her
way out so that Holly was allowed to
wander off. Every one of us got panicky
and frantic, crying out her name as our
eyes, wide open, rolled around. It took
what seemed to be an interminably long
minute before the little one popped up
from nowhere. My older granddaughter
Abby quickly ran up to her and hugged
her with tears in her eyes, murmuring, "I
thought I would never see you again!"
The important lesson learned from this
incident is that the use of the cell phone,
if uncontrolled, could potentially trigger a
horrible human tragedy.
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Ecchoing Green

jni

The Sun does arise,

And make happy the skies;
The merry bells ring

To welcome the Spring;

The sky-lark and thrush,

The birds of the bush.

Sing louder around

To the bells’ chearful sound,
While our sports shall be seen
On the Ecchoing Green.

Old John, with white hair.
Does laugh away care,
Sitting under the oak,
Among the old folk.

They laugh at our play,
And soon they all say:
“Such, such were the joys
When we all, girls & boys,
In our youth time were seen

On the Ecchoing Green.”

Till the little ones, weary.

No more can be merry;

The sun does descend,

And our sports have an end.
Round the laps of their mothers
Many sisters and brothers.

Like birds in their nest.

Are ready for rest,

And sport no more seen

On the darkening Green.

From Songs of Innocence by William Blake
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