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Study area 

Kali estuary  

Carangidae 

Engraulidae  

Lutjanidae Leiognathidae 

Rastrelliger kanagurta 

Scromberomorous commerson  

Pampus argenteus 

Parastromateus niger  

Estuary Taxa 
Kali 58 

Gangavali 54 

Aghanashini 77 

Sharavathi 29 

• Fish diversity was studied in Uttara 
Kannada during June 2011 - May 
2012. 

• Specimens were collected during 
every month and fishermen 
interviewed on species availability 
seasonally 

• Collected specimens were preserved  
in Kumta centre of CES, Indian 
Institute of Science 

Estuaries and fishes 

• Estuary is the meeting place of river and sea, 
where fresh water mixes with sea. 

• They are among the most productive ecosystems. 

• Estuaries act as nurseries  and feeding grounds for 
many marine fish and prawns. 

•  Uttara Kannada estuaries are well protected 
through the generations for it’s livelihood 

• Most estuarine fishes are euryhaline tolerant of 
wide ranges of salinity; they are mainly  from 
4 orders 

• Fish diversity in Sharavathi is poorest due to 
impact of hydel projects, lowering salinity 

• Most estuarine fishes breed in sea and 
youngones enter estuary for  feeding.   

• Some marine fishes  might enter the estuary if 
water  salinity crosses 30 ppt. These are 
stenohaline fishes. 

Stenohaline marine fish  visitors to the  estuary 
The stenohaline marine fishes, 
notably mackerels (Rastrelliger 
kanagurta), white pomfret (Pampus 
argenteus), Black pomfret 
(Parastromateus niger), King fish  
(Scromberomorous commerson) 
appear in the estuary, when salinity 
level rises above 30 ppt, during the 

pre-monsoon months. 


