De a ter




ALCHEMY WINES - PORTO - PORTUGAL | INFO@ALCHEMYWINES.PT - WWW.ALCHEMYWINES.PT



CONTENTS

Photographs: Steve Howse (www.stevestills.com) & Catharine Lowe (www. cathlowe.com)

Above: Gold medal-winning wines that were the best of their style and region win Regional Trophies
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How it works

Find out how our judging panels
carry out the tastings and choose
the DWWA medal-winning wines

Meet the experts

Check the credentials of our
Chairman, Guest Vice-Chair, 34
Regional Chairs and 208 Judges

International Trophies

Profiles of the 35 wines that
triumphed over all others

6 Regional Trophies
Profiles of the 114 wines deemed
the best in their region

14 The winning wines

A full listing of all the Gold, Silver,
Bronze and Commended wines,
region by region

How to read the results

International Trophy winners (the best of
the Regional Trophies) are listed from p19,
and Regional Trophy winners (the best of
the Golds) are listed from p56. For an
explanation of how the judging process
works, please see p2.

From p114, our Regional Chairs will give
an overview of their regions. The wines
below Trophy level are then listed by medal
(Gold, Silver, Bronze, Commended) and
grouped into colour and/or type, in the
order one might drink them over a meal:
Sparkling, White, Rosé, Red, Sweet and
Fortified. Wines are identified by these
colours: green (white wines), pink (rosé),
red (reds), orange (sweet wines). Within the

236 High-street winners

A selection of the medal-winning
wines at the UK’s supermarkets
and high-street merchants

240 UK & US stockists

Find out where to buy Gold,
Regional and International
Trophy-winning wines
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sponsors for their kind support
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Sparkling sections of each region, wines are
further divided into colour: Sparkling white,
Sparkling rosé, Sparkling red. The same
applies to Fortified wines, which should be
considered dry (with the exception of Sweet
Fortifieds). Within their medal category,
wines are listed alphabetically, by producer.

Stockist and price details for Gold and
Trophy-winning wines have been provided
by the producer or UK importer responsible
for entering the wine into the DWWA. We
have re-checked these details but cannot be
held responsible for the accuracy of
information provided. For price and stockist
information on wines winning a medal of
Silver or lower, visit www.decanter.com/
dwwastockists. Wines which failed to win a
medal are not listed.

The results, by
country and region

Alsace 14
Argentina 115
Armenia 146
Australia 19
Austria 130
Azerbaijan 146
Bordeaux 132
Bosnia & Herzegovina 146
Brazil 157
Bulgaria 147
Burgundy & Beaujolais 136
Canada 140
Central & Eastern Europe 143
Champagne 149
Chile 153
China 170
Croatia 158
Cyprus 162
Czech Republic 143
Georgia 147
Germany 159
Greece 160
Hungary 144
India 171
Israel 171
Japan 171
Kazakhstan 147
Languedoc-Roussillon 163
Lebanon 171
Loire 168
Macedonia 147
Malta 208
Mexico 232
Middle East, Far East & Asia 170
Moldova 148
Montenegro 148
Morocco 208
New Zealand 172
Piedmont 177
Port & Madeira 181
Portugal 184
Regional France 188
Regional Italy 191
Rhéne 196
Romania 145
Russia 148
Serbia 148
Sherry 199
Slovakia 148
Slovenia 145
South Africa 201
Southern & Eastern Mediterranean 208
Southern Italy 209
Spain 212
Switzerland 222
Thailand 171
Turkey 209
Tuscany 225
Ukraine 148
United Kingdom 229
Uruguay 157
USA 230
Veneto 233
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HOW IT WORKS

The DWWA process

Between December 2014 and May 2015, 16,000 wines were entered into our
Awards, categorised, and narrowed down to just 35 International Trophies, in a
rigorous process. Tastings director Christelle Guibert explains how it’s done

The Decanter World Wine Awards are
rooted in regionality. Wines are judged first
and foremost within their region, by a panel
of experts in that region. They look for
typicity above all, rewarding wines that are
true to their terroir. The credentials of our
Chairmen and Regional Chairs and a list of
the judges are detailed from p4.

Flights of wines are organised to ensure
judges do not jump between contrasting
styles in short time frames, or risk palate
fatigue by tasting very tannic wines over a

long period. Judges taste an average of 85
wines per day, in optimum conditions -
seated, in a plain, white room, under natural
light. They taste from Riedel glasses, in an
environment free of distractions such as
music or external communication (phone
calls, emails and tweeting are permitted only
during breaks between flights).

Wines are judged in flights of up to 12,
grouped by region, colour, grape, style,
vintage and price bracket, giving similar wines
an equal chance to shine. Judges taste wines

within the context of their style and price
bracket (hence a wine that wins Gold in the
£8-£14.99 bracket would not necessarily win
Gold if judged in the £30-£49.99 bracket).
Judges taste individually, and then compare
notes to reach a consensus.

The International Trophies are judged
over two days by a separate panel led by
Awards Chairman Steven Spurrier and Guest
Vice-Chair Gerard Basset MW MS OBE. This
year they were joined by lan D’Agata, Peter
Richards MW and Paolo Basso.

Step-by-step guide to the competition

Once the competition opens for
1 entries in December, producers submit
their wines and provide us with

technical details, price and retail availability.
Four bottles of each wine arrive at the
Decanter warehouse and are logged,
categorised and coded by country and
region of origin.

All Gold medal-winning wines from
4 each region and country go forward

to compete for Regional Trophies.
Golds are split into an under-£15 or over-£15
price bracket and grouped by style or grape
varieties. In each category, the Regional
Chair will blind-taste and choose Regional
Trophy winners from the Gold medals.

2 | DWWA 2014 « DECANTER

Wines are grouped by country, region,

2 colour, grape, style, vintage and price.
The price brackets are:

Band A: Up to £7.99

Band B: £8 to £14.99

Band C: £15 to £29.99

Band D: £30 to £59.99

Band E: £60 and over

Band E: £60 +

All Regional Trophy winners compete

for International Trophies. Wines are

grouped into categories according to
their grape varieties or style. In a blind-
tasting headed by Chair Steven Spurrier
(pictured far left), these top wines from each
region are tasted against each other for the
chance to win an International Trophy.

The judges blind-taste wines
3 individually within the context of their

style and price bracket. They then
compare notes and reach a consensus on
each wine. Wines awarded Gold or Silver are
retasted by the Regional Chair for his or her
confirmation of the medal. (Guest Vice-Chair
Gerard Basset, standing, reviews a wine with
the South Africa panel)
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GOLD

The results are printed in this
6 magazine and on Decanter.com.
Consumers can buy medal-winning
wines by looking out for DWWA stickers on
bottles at high-street retailers and merchants.
Tastings around the world also give readers
a chance to try medal-winning wines. For

details, visit Decanter.com/globaltastings



BEST INTERNATIONAL RHONE VARIETAL OVER £15

SIDEWOOD ESTATE'S MAPPINGA SHIRAZ 2013

SIDEWOOD ESTATE is a family owned winery in the Adelaide Hills, one of Australia’s prominent wine
regions, achieving a strong reputation across the globe for outstanding cool climate wines.

Sidewood Estate’s Mappinga Reserve and Estate wines continue to impress at International wine
competitions. The 2013 Sidewood Mappinga Shiraz has been awarded the INTERNATIONAL TROPHY for
BEST RHONE VARIETAL OVER £15 at the Decanter World Wine Awards 2015. The 2013 vintage follows
from the equally impressive 2012 vintage, taking out numerous international trophies including Winestate’s
Bang Bros Trophy for Top 5 Australian and New Zealand Shiraz of 2013, Best Red Wine Exhibit from the
American Wine and Spirits Wholesaler Association 2015 (Florida USA) and a Double Blue Gold from
The Sydney International Wine Competition 2013.

Sidewood Estate range 2013 Shiraz has also taken 5 gold medals to date including, the Royal Adelaide,

Royal Melbourne and the New Zealand International shows.

Sidewood is Owen and Cassandra Inglis, their land and their team. The Inglis family purchased 300 acres at
Oakbank in 2004. 80 acres were under vine and the rest was for Owen’s beloved horses — all 40 of them!
A further 50 acres were planted in 2005 with fruit at the time being sold to major wineries. Sidewood has
always been committed to perfection in viticulture, keeping vine yields well below regional averages on all
four of its owned and long-term leased vineyards. The first vintage for Sidewood was 2007, with numerous

national and international awards and accolades having been received since.

In January 2014 the Sidewood Cellar Door was launched at Maximilian’s Restaurant in Verdun, a “Top 5
Regional Restaurant of South Australia”. Sidewood also purchased a 500 tonne boutique winery in 2014.
The Sidewood Winery located at Nairne is currently being expanded with additional state of the art
equipment. The winery maestro and winemaker is Darryl Catlin, formerly senior winemaker of Shaw and

Smith for 13 years.

Sidewood Estate unsurprisingly was one of the fastest growing Adelaide Hills wine brand’s in 2013 and 2014.
Owen and Cassandra welcome you the opportunity to discover some of Australia’s best cool climate wines.

g s ‘ - T‘-"
For more information on Sidewood Estate, visit the website at P

www.sidewood.com.au
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WORLD WINE AWARDS

The world’s best palates

DWWA panels boast unrivalled credentials. The 34 Regional Chairs — chosen for their
unique expertise — lead their teams, with all 242 tasters overseen by our Chairmen

DWWA Chairman
Steven Spurrier

Guest Vice-Chair

Gerard Basset OBE MS MW

Decanter’s consultant editor joined the wine
trade in London in 1964. He later moved to
Paris where he bought a wine shop in 1971.
He opened L’Academie du Vin, France’s first
private wine school, in 1973 and staged the
historic 1976 blind tasting between wines
from California and France, the Judgment
of Paris. In the 1980s he wrote several wine
books and created the Christie’s Wine

' Course with then senior wine director
Michael Broadbent. In 1988 Spurrier returned to the UK to focus on
writing and consultancy - his clients included Singapore Airlines.
He has won several awards, including Le Personalité de I’Année
(oenology) 1988 for services to French wine and the Maestro Award
in honour of Californian wine legend André Tchelistcheff (2011). He
is the founder of the Wine Society of India and past president of the

il

Basset qualified as a chef and sommelier in
his native France before moving to
England in the mid-1980s, where he
embarked on a career as a sommelier. He
runs Hotel TerraVina in the New Forest
with his wife Nina, and previously
co-founded the Hotel du Vin, which was
sold in 2004 after having successfully
opened six additional hotels. Winning
many awards during his career and being a
mentor to many of the world’s top sommeliers, Basset was named
Decanter’s Man of the Year 2013, holds the prestigious title of Best
Sommelier of the World 2010, and is the only person in the world to
simultaneously be a Master Sommelier, Master of Wine and hold a
Wine MBA. In addition, he has been awarded Best Sommelier in the
UK several times, as well as Best International Sommelier for French

Circle of Wine Writers. Spurrier is currently making his own wine,

Bride Valley Brut, from his vines in Dorset.

Alsace

Regional Chair
Thierry Meyer
Alsatian born and bred,
Meyer began writing
about wine in 1999,
" sharing tasting notes and
| information about the
wines of his home region
online. In 2001, he started his signature
dinner series dedicated to pairing Alsace
wines with fine Alsatian food. In 2006 he
founded L’Oenothéque Alsace, launching the
website Oenoalsace.com - a comprehensive
resource dedicated to Alsace wines, as well
as a programme of wine masterclasses and
dinners. From 2007 to 2011, Meyer was
contributing editor of Bettane & Desseauve’s
Guide des Vins de France. In 2014, he began
to lead the new Alsace Master-level
education programme for the French Wine
Society. He is also a member of the Confrérie
St-Etienne d’Alsace.
Judges
Marcel Orford-Williams
Aristide Spies MS
Eric Zwiebel MS
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Argentina

Regional Chair
Patricio Tapia
Tapia graduated with a
degree in journalism

. from the Universidad de
Chile in Santiago, before
¥ attending Bordeaux
University in France,
where he studied for a diploma in wine

tasting and winemaking. He is Wine & Spirits’

critic for the wines of Argentina, Chile and
Spain, also writing several articles, and for
the past 10 years has been a host on the

El Gourmet channel in South America. He
has authored several books, including The
Wines of Colchagua Valley, TodoVino, Wines
for Great Occasions, and his annual
Descorchados, an Argentinian, Chilean and
Uruguayan wine guide, published in both
Spanish and English.

Judges

Phil Crozier

Keith Isaac MW

Géran Klintberg

Ernesto Lanusse

Paz Levinson

Wines in 1992 and Best Sommelier of Europe in 1996. In 2011 he
received an OBE from The Princess Royal at Windsor Castle.

Tanguy Martin

Chris Murphy

Nicholas Paris MW
Madeleine Stenwreth MW
Dirceu Vianna Junior MW

Australia
Regional Chairs
F_:% Michael Hill-
b ) Smith AM MW

Hill-Smith became the

: first Australian to pass
the Master of Wine
examination in 1988. He
is a wine producer,
international wine judge, wine consultant,
occasional wine writer and lapsed
restaurateur. In 2008, he was awarded an
Order of Australia (AM) for his contribution
to the Australian wine industry, and featured
in Decanter's Power List in 2009, 2011 and
2013. He is also part of the international
tasting panel responsible for the selection of
all wines served on Singapore Airlines.



MEET THE EXPERTS

Anthony Rose

Rose is the wine
correspondent of the
UK’s Independent and i
newspapers and a regular
contributor to Decanter.
He teaches the Leiths
School of Food & Wine
certificate and a consumer course on sake.
One of his specialist areas is wine investment,
on which he contributes to The Oxford
Companion to Wine. He has won several
awards, among them three Glenfiddich Wine
Writer of the Year Awards and a Louis
Roederer International Wine Columnist of
the Year award. A founding member of The
Wine Gang, Rose also has his own blog, at
Anthonyrosewine.com, and is co-chair of the
Sake International Challenge in Tokyo.
Judges

Jo Ahearne MW

Hamish Anderson

Dee Blackstock MW

Poh Tiong Ch’ng

Brett Crittenden

Dawn Davies

Nick Dumergue

Kavita Faiella

Matthew Hemming MW

Richard Hemming

Natasha Hughes MW

David Jean

Roger Jones

Carmel Kilcline MW

Justin Knock MW

Katherine Larsen MS

Stefan Neumann

Jane Parkinson

Andrew Shaw

Matt Smith

Simon Thorpe MW

Nigel Wilkinson MS

Simon Woods

Austria
: Regional Chair
~ Andreas
Larsson
Larsson’s hospitality
career started at age 16
when he entered chef
school. Later, as a chef,
* he was attracted by the
wine industry and spent a great deal of time
travelling to wine regions and tasting
thousands of wines. After winning several
Best Sommelier in Sweden, Scandinavia and
Europe titles, he was crowned Best
Sommelier of the World in 2007. Today,
Larsson divides his time between the
renowned restaurant PM & Vanner in Vax;jo,

Sweden, where he is the wine director (in
charge of over 25,000 bottles) and his work
as a taster, lecturer and consultant.

Judges

Serdar Balkaya

Gearoid Devaney MS

Caro Maurer MW

Jean Reilly MW

Mark Savage MW

Bordeaux

Regional Chair
Stephen Brook

Brook has been a
contributing editor to
Decanter since 1996 and
has won a clutch of
awards for his writing on
wine. The author of more
than 30 books, his works include Complete
Bordeaux, now the definitive study of the
region and in its second edition, and The
Wines of California, which won three awards.
His most recent book, The Finest Wines of
California, is his third on Californian wine.
Brook also fully revised the last two editions
of Hugh Johnson’s Wine Companion, and he
writes for magazines in many countries.
Judges

David Allen MW

Jane Anson

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler

Richard Bampfield

Martin Campion

Dilek Caner MW

Matthew Hemming MW

Chris Murphy

Margaret Rand

Hugo Rose MW

David Round MW

Neil Sommerfelt MW

Larry Stone MS

Tim Sykes

Jean-Michel Valette MW

Simon Woods

Eric Zwiebel MS

Burgundy

%% Regional Chair

%  Jasper Morris

- MW

Morris is the Burgundy
buyer for UK merchant
Berry Bros & Rudd,
having sold his own
importing business,
Morris & Verdin, to Berrys in 2003. A regular
international lecturer on Pinot Noir and
Burgundy, Morris also writes about the latter
for Decanter, as well as being responsible for

all the Burgundy entries in The Oxford
Companion to Wine. In October 2010, Morris
published /nside Burgundy, which won the
André Simon award for the best wine book
of the year.

Judges

Alison Buchanan

Christy Canterbury MW

Nicolas Clerc MS

Gearoid Devaney MS

Jason Haynes

Jan Konetzki

Rob MacCulloch MW

Ruben Sanz Ramiro

David Vareille

Andreas Wickhoff MW

Canada

Regional Chair

Tony Aspler CM
Aspler has been writing
about wine since 1975,
and has been wine
. columnist for The
- Toronto Star for 23 years.

o He is the author of 16
wine books, including The Wine Atlas of
Canada, and three wine murder mystery
novels: Blood Is Thicker than Beaujolais, The
Beast of Barbaresco and Death on the Douro.
In 2001, Aspler co-founded the charity
Grapes for Humanity to raise money through
the wine community for victims of landmines
and children with disabilities. In 2007 Aspler
was awarded the Order of Canada (CM) and
in 2012 was elected to the New York Media
Wine Writers Hall of Fame.
Judges
Sarah Knowles
Rhys Pender MW
Barbara Philip MW
Laura Rhys MS

Central & Eastern
Europe and Croatia

Regional Chair
Angela Muir
MW

y Muir started her career
with John Harvey & Sons
of Bristol shortly after

: '_ ©  leaving Bristol University
o \ = with a degree in politics
and economics. She then joined Grants of St
James’s and Victoria Wine as a buyer. In 1988
Muir set up her awarded wine shop and
school, before creating Cellarworld
International, a wine consultancy helping
producers in Europe and South America >
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MEET THE EXPERTS

to make more saleable wines. She is a past
chair of the Institute of Masters of Wine
education committee, and a past president of
the Wine and Spirit Association of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Judges

Darrel Joseph

Georgi Mihov

Dimitar Nikolov

lgor Sotric

Beth Willard

Champagne
Regional Chair

Richard Juhlin

Juhlin is the author of
seven books on
Champagne and

. contributes to a number
& of wine magazines.

4 He also runs
Champagneciub.com, through which he
arranges tours to the region and manages
the members-only Richard Juhlin
Champagne Bars in Stockholm and
Copenhagen. He is working on the television
series Drinks and Restaurants in Europe,
which will be aired in the USA and China, and
he previously appeared in the Norwegian TV
series Nesevis. The recipient of numerous
awards, Juhlin was made a Chevalier de
I’Ordre du Mérite Agricole in 2002, and in
2014 was presented with the Ordre National
de la Légion d’Honneur for his contribution
to Champagne. Juhlin additionally carries
out cellar consultations, holds wine tastings
and lectures across the globe. He currently
holds the world record for the highest
number of Champagnes tasted - more than
8,500 to date.

Judges

Dee Blackstock MW

Dilek Caner MW

Laurent Chaniac

Roberto Della Pietra

Michael Edwards

Simon Field MW

Nancy Gilchrist MW

Rytis Jurkenas

Rob MacCulloch MW

Antony Moss MW

Jean Reilly MW

Laurent Richet

Clement Robert

Xavier Rousset MS

Totte Steneby

Jean-Michel Valette MW

Chile, Brazil and
Uruguay

Regional Chair

Peter Richards
MW

Richards is one of the
wine presenters on
BBCT’s Saturday Kitchen
and a regular contributor
to Decanter. He is an
award-winning writer and broadcaster
whose credits include Sky One, ESPN, The
Guardian, ITV1, Radio 4, Thetimes.co.uk and
BBC2. After publishing his Wines of Chile
book and Chile Wine Brief, he was described
as ‘the world’s leading commentator on
Chilean wine’. He runs a wine school with his
wife Susie Barrie MW and launched Wine
Festival Winchester in November 2014.
Judges

Jo Ahearne MW

Paulo Brammer

Martin Lam

Tanguy Martin

Jane Parkinson

Héctor Riquelme

Terry Threlfall

Joan Torrents

Dirceu Vianna Junior MW

Simon Woods

Czech Republic

Regional Chair

Caroline Gilby
MW

- Gilby is a freelance writer
and consultant,
specialising in Central
and Eastern Europe.

“ Among other titles she
contributes to Hugh Johnson’s Pocket Wine
Book, The Oxford Companion to Wine, and
the World Atlas of Wine. Prior to her career
as a writer, Gilby spent seven years as a
senior wine buyer at Augustus Barnet
off-licences, where she became the first
major buyer to import Hungarian wines to
the UK. She initially studied plant biology, in
which she holds a doctorate, but pursued a
career in wine, soon winning the Decanter-
Macallan Malt Whisky Taster of the Year
Award while still a student. Gilby passed her
MW in 1992 and has been visiting and tasting
the wines of Hungary, Czech Republic,
Slovenia and Romania for more than 20 years.
Judges

David Bird MW

Peter Csizmadia-Honigh

Igor Sotric

Germany
. Regional Chair

Giles

MacDonogh

MacDonogh has been

. writing for various
international newspapers

. and magazines, as well

as broadcasting on radio

and television, since 1985. He is the author of

14 books, which have been translated into

nine languages. Four of them are about wine

in general, while two are specifically about

Austrian wine, which he helped rescue from

the doldrums. MacDonogh is currently

writing a history of modern Germany.

Judges

Anthony Barne MW

Sebastian Bredal MW

Anne Krebiehl MW

Caro Maurer MW

Greece and Cyprus
Regional Chair

Nico Manessis
Manessis is an expert on
the wines of his native
Greece and the author of
three wine books. He
spends several months
each year in the Greek
vineyards, which he writes and videos about
at Greekwineworld.com. He recently
co-produced the award-winning
documentary Pelican’s Watch on Santorini’s
unique vineyard. Manessis teaches at the
Ecole du Vin de Changins in Switzerland and
the Université du Vin - Suze la Rousse in
France, and is a member of the Académie
Internationale du Vin. With chef Vassilis
Zacharakis, he is writing a book on
Santorini’s terroir and produce.

Judges

Steve Daniel

Elizabeth Gabay MW

Kathy Morgan MS

Sebastian Payne MW

Elvis Ziakos

Hungary
Regional Chair
Caroline Gilby

(See full profile on this page)
Judges

David Bird MW

Peter Csizmadia-Honigh
Elizabeth Gabay MW

lgor Sotric >
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Languedoc-Roussillon

Regional Co-Chairs
Rosemary
George MW
George was one of the
first ever female Masters
of Wine, a qualification
she achieved in 1979. She
has worked as a freelance
wine journalist since 1981, and is president of
the Circle of Wine Writers. She has written 11
wine books, including The Wines of the South
of France and, most recently, a second book
on Chablis. George has a second home in the
Languedoc and writes a blog on the region
at Tastelanguedoc.blogspot.com.

-

James Lawther
MW

Lawther is a contributing
editor to Decanter as
well as an independent
wine writer, lecturer and
tour guide based in
Bordeaux. He sold wine
at Steven Spurrier’s Paris shop in the 1980s,
and his early career also involved stints as a
cellar hand in Roussillon among other regions.
In 1993, he became a Master of Wine. He has
written several books and has contributed to
many others, including Wines of the World
and Hugh Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book.
Judges

Mark Andrew

Isabelle Bachelard

Sara Bachiorri

Bernard Burtschy

Nicolas Clerc MS

Elizabeth Gabay MW

Natasha Hughes MW

Dimitri Mesnard MS

Vincent Pastorello

Barbara Philip MW

Larry Stone MS

Matthew Stubbs MW

Louise Sydbeck MW

Maxime Walkowiak

Matt Walls

Arabella Woodrow MW

Simon Woods

Now you’ve found out all about
our two DWWA Chairmen and
the 34 Regional Chairs, read the
biographies of each of the

208 judges in this year’s
competition by visiting:
www.decanterawards.com/en/
dwwa/judges/
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Loire

1 Regional Chair

| ]im Budd

Budd moved from

and has contributed to
Decanter since 1989. He
is chairman of the Circle
of Wine Writers, writes
the award-winning Jimsloire.blogspot.com
and is one of the five members of the blog
Les5duvin.wordpress.com. Budd helped the
Wine & Spirit Trade Association draw up its
advice on avoiding fraud when investing in
fine wines and continues to expose the
dangers of drinks investment on his
award-winning website /nvestdrinks.org, and
complementary blog /nvestdrinks-blog.
blogspot.com. Budd also contributes to
Hugh Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book and is a
keen photographer.

Judges

Nicolas Clerc MS

Chris Hardy

Chris Kissack

Dimitri Mesnard MS

Nigel Wilkinson

education to wine in 1988,

&
L |

Middle East, Far East
& Asia
i Regional Chair
Ch’ng Poh
Tiong
A lawyer by training,
Ch’ng is publisher of The
" Wine Review, the oldest
!I wine publicationin
southeast Asia, Hong
Kong and China. In 2000, he published the
world’s first Chinese Bordeaux Guide, and in
2013 launched the annual newsletter, The
Margaret River Report. Ch’ng also writes
columns for a number of publications
including DecanterChina.com, and is the
founder of Vinovideos.com, the world’s first
bilingual Chinese/English wine video
website, as well as his own Chngpohtiong.
com. He has a certificate in Chinese art from
the University of London’s School of Oriental
& African Studies and is an ambassador of
The European Fine Art Fair.
Judges
Luis Capitao
Kavita Faiella
Susan Hulme MW
Kathy Morgan MS
Annette Scarfe MW

New Zealand

Regional Chair

Cameron
Douglas MS
Douglas is a wine writer,
educator, judge and
public speaker. He is a
regular guest lecturer at
The International Culinary
Institute in San Francisco and New York, and
writes for a number of publications as well as
his own site, Camerondouglasms.blogspot.
co.nz. Douglas is senior lecturer in charge of
the wine programme at AUT University in
Auckland and is a hospitality consultant.

He has curated the wine programmes of The
Langham Hotel, Meredith’s Restaurant and
Mekong Baby in New Zealand, among others,
and in New York he created and oversees the
wine list for The Musket Room. New Zealand’s
first and only Master Sommelier, he passed
his exams in 2007.

Judges

Sebastian Braun

Melanie Brown

Catriona Felstead

Matthew Hemming MW

Emma Jenkins MW

Justin Liddle

Nicholas Paris MW

Jane Skilton MW

Phil Tuck MW

Piedmont
Regional Chair

Paolo Basso

In 2013, Swiss-Italian
Basso was named Best
Sommelier in the World
- one of just five
sommeliers who hold
both European and
World titles. He started his wine career as a
sommelier in Switzerland, and gained
professional experience with a leading
Swiss-based fine and rare wine trader, where
he focused on Burgundy and Bordeaux.
Basso runs his own wine consultancy and is a
familiar name on the sommelier competition
circuit. He has won many awards, including
Best Sommelier of Switzerland 1997 and
Best Sommelier of Europe 2010.

Judges

Andrea Briccarello

Luigi Buonanno

Daniele Cernilli

Ezio De Bernardi

Emilio Del Fante

Michael Garner

Robin Kick MW >
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The lightness
of being Istria

f

These are the wines of the Istrian table, expressing ihe
lightness of being Istria in all its simplicity: light to partner

the balanced Istrian diet; light in alcohol for everyday

= enjoyment; light in spirit to reflect the pleasures of Istrian

F E STIG | life. These are serious quality wines - made from select
: locations and grapes, with care, sophistication and the latest

CASTELLO vinicultural advances - but their aim is to give pleasure,

YA V = the Istrian way, with lightness.
2l rerididcer 2errieh

VINA ZA ISTARSKI BANKET
HHI__H"!:;I{_J,I HRAMNA 2 D 'I 2 W R HUN

LAKOCA POSTOJAMNJA U ISTRE

VINA ISTRE
HRV ATS KA

www.vinalaguna.hr




NAPA VALLEY

CULTIVATING EXCELLENCE

Napa Valley is celebrated for consistently producing wines of the highest quality.
We are committed to a culture of excellence, providing environmental
leadership and caring for our extraordinary valley.

AN+
oV

napa valley vintners
napavintners.com




MEET THE EXPERTS

Port and Madeira

. 7] Regional Chair
¥ Richard Mayson
Mayson began his career
working for The Wine
Society. Specialising in
the wines of Iberia,
especially fortified wines,
he is the author of four
books, including The Wines and Vineyards of
Portugal (winner of the André Simon Award
for best wine book in 2003) and Port and the
Douro. He writes regularly for Decanter,
contributes to The Oxford Companion to Wine
and lectures for the WSET Diploma and Leiths
School of Food and Wine in London. In 1999,
he was made a Cavaleiro of the Confraria do
Vinho do Porto in recognition of his services
to the Port wine trade, and also owns a
vineyard and makes wine in Portugal’s Alto
Alentejo. He runs his own website,
Portandmadeirapages.com, and has recently
published Madeira: the islands and their wines.
Judges
James John MW
Goéran Klintberg
Rod Smith MW
Demetri Walters MW

=5
-

Portugal

Regional Chair

Sarah Ahmed

Ahmed is an
independent, London-
based wine writer,
educator and judge who
has published the site
Thewinedetective.co.uk
since 2006. She was named Portuguese
Wine Writer of the Year 2009, and was
shortlisted for the International Wine & Spirit
Competition Communicator of the Year in
2009 and 2010. Ahmed has contributed on
Portugal, Port and Madeira to Hugh
Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book, consulted on
Portugal and Australia for the seventh
edition of The World Atlas of Wine, and has
contributed on Portugal for the fourth edition
of The Oxford Companion to Wine. In 2013,
she was made a Cavaleiro of the Confraria do
Vinho do Porto for her commitment and
contribution to Port wine.

Judges

Danny Cameron

Laurent Chaniac

Anne Forrest

Joanna Locke MW

Matthieu Longuere MS

Beatriz Machado

Jane MacQuitty

Claudio Martins
Nick Oakley
Madeleine Stenwreth MW

Regional France
o Regional Chair

Andrew Jefford
Jefford contributes a
column every month to
Decanter magazine, and
writes the widely
followed ‘Jefford on
Monday’ blog for
Decanter.com and DecanterChina.com. He has
been writing and broadcasting about wine
- as well as about food, whisky, travel and
perfume - since the 1980s, winning many
awards for his work. After spending 15
months as a senior research fellow at

Adelaide University between 2009 and 2010,
he now lives with his family in the Languedoc,

close to Pic-St-Loup.
Judges

Mark Andrew

Fiona Beckett
Laurent Chaniac
Andy Howard MW
Alex Hunt MW

Anne McHale MW
Joanna Simon

Claire Thevenot MS
Jean-Michel Valette MW
Dominique Vrigneau
Eric Zwiebel MS

Regional Italy
- Regional Chair

Ian D’Agata
D’Agata was named
Italy’s best wine
journalist 2012 by the
Comitato Grandi Crus
d’ltalia. He is a regular
contributor to Decanter
and also writes on the wines of Italy, Alsace,
Bordeaux and Canada for Stephen Tanzer’s
International Wine Cellar. An award-winning
author, he has written The Ecco Guide to the
Best Wines of Italy and The Native Wine
Grapes of Italy. D’ Agata is the scientific
advisor to Vinitaly International and the
director of Vinitaly Academy, and lectures
on Italian food and wine cultural history for
New York University’s Food Sciences
Master’s programme. Prior to his career in
wine, D’Agata studied medicine, graduating
in paediatric gastroenterology and nutrition.
Judges

Bruno Besa

Sebastian Braun

Andrea Briccarello
Christy Canterbury MW
Vanessa Cinti Borgia
Dawn Davies

Sergio De Luca

Laura DePasquale MS
Katie Exton

Michael Garner

Robin Kick MW

Emily O’Hare

Clement Robert
Madeleine Stenwreth MW
Andrea Sturniolo

Mai Tjemsland
Alessandro Torcoli

A

Rhone

A Regional Chair
John
Livingstone-
Learmonth
Since first visiting the
Rhéne in 1973,
Livingstone-Learmonth
has dedicated most of
his life to writing and talking about the
region’s wines. A principal contributor to the
book Gigondas, Its Wines, Its Land, Its
People, published in English and French,
Livingstone-Learmonth is also the author of
four books on the Rhéne, including The
Wines of the Northern Rhéne, which won the
Louis Roederer International Wine Book of
2006, and runs the website Drinkrhone.com.
In 2006, he was made a Chevalier de I'Ordre
du Mérite Agricole, and is an honorary citizen
of the village of Chateauneuf-du-Pape.
Livingstone-Learmonth is also a close
follower of the Turf, having been the Daily
Telegraph Racing Hero of the Year 2000.
Judges
Gearoid Devaney MS
Jennifer Docherty MW
Christian Honorez
Laura Rhys MS
David Roberts MW
David Round MW
Larry Stone MS
John Switzer
Louise Sydbeck MW
Matt Wilkin MS

Romania
Regional Chair

Caroline Gilby
(See full profile on p7)
Judges

Luis Capitao
Sebastian Payne MW
Igor Ryjenkov MW >
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MEET THE EXPERTS

Sherry and Spain

Pedro
Ballesteros
Torres MW
Ballesteros Torres has
studied around the
world, including in the
wine regions of Jerez,
Burgundy, Napa Valley
and Bordeaux. He holds a degree in agrofood
engineering and a masters in viticulture and
oenology among his qualifications. Columnist
for Spain’s Planeta Vino and Vino y
Gastronomia magazines, as well as Vino!in
Belgium, Ballesteros Torres works in four
languages and is active in wine promotion
and education. He is also on the council of
the Institute of Masters of Wine, the
governing board of the Spanish Taster
Union, and the wine expert committee of the
Basque Culinary Centre.

Regional Chairs

Sarah Jane
Evans MW
Evansis an award-

¢ winning journalist who
3 began writing about

and chocolate) in the
1980s. She started drinking Spanish wine
when a student of classics and social and
political sciences at Cambridge University.
This began a love affair with the country’s
wines, food and culture, leading to her
appointment as a member of the Gran Orden
de Caballeros de Vino for services to Spanish
wine. In 2006 she became a Master of Wine,
writing her dissertation on Sherry. Chair of
the Institute of Masters of Wine, Evans
divides her time between writing for
Decanter, other magazines and reference
books, as well as wine education and judging
wines internationally.

Judges

Cristina Alcala

Darius Allyn MS

Jesus Barquin

Sebastian Bredal MW

Dilek Caner MW

Ferran Centelles

Giles Cooke MW

Dawn Davies

Maria Antonia Fernandez-Daza

Tom Forrest

Ben Henshaw

Carmel Kilcline MW

Kathrine Larsen MS

Justin Liddle

Pierre Mansour

Alessandro Marchesan

12 | DWWA 2015 « DECANTER

Caro Maurer MW

Luz Divina Merchan Diaz
Bruno Murciano
Christine Parkinson
Rhys Pender MW
Mike Ritchie MW
Norrel Robertson MW
Nick Room

David Round MW
lgor Ryjenkov MW
Ruben Sanz Ramiro
Ronan Sayburn MS
Annette Scarfe MW
Beverly Tabbron MW
Lindsay Talas

Matt Walls

Beth Willard

Slovenia

Regional Chair

Caroline Gilby
(See full profile on p7)
Judges

Luis Capitao

Susan Hulme MW

Igor Sotric

South Africa

Regional Chair
Lynne Sherriff
MW

Originally trained in hotel
management, Sherriff’s
interest in wine grew
through her studies.
After diplomas in cellar
technology in Stellenbosch, and in oenology
and viticulture in Germany, she worked for
Nederburg and the Stellenbosch Farmers
Winery in South Africa. In 1990, she was
headhunted to set up the Hong Kong Wine &
Spirits Academy. She moved to London in
1992 to establish the wine import and
distribution company Vinfruco, and to
launch the Arniston Bay brand. Sherriff
became an MW in 1993 and was chair of the
Institute of Masters of Wine from 2010 to
2012. She works as an educator and
independent wine consultant specialising in
production, blending and marketing,
focusing on Europe, Africa and Asia.

Judges

Anthony Barne MW

Nick Dumergue

Adrian Garforth MW

John Hoskins MW

Johan Larsson

Joanna Locke MW

Fiona McDonald

Becca Reeves

Greg Sherwood MW
Cathy van Zyl MW

Southern & Eastern
Mediterranean

Regional Chair
Markus del
Monego MW

Del Monego was named
Best Sommelier of the
World 1998. Based in
Essen, Germany, he is

“* wine advisor to
Lufthansa airlines and owner/managing
director of consultancy CaveCo where he
advises merchants, producers and private
clients. Swiss-born Del Monego grew up in
Germany and started hotelier training at the
Dorint Spa Hotel in Bad Briickenau. He then
undertook a stage as sommelier in the Vier
Jahreszeiten Hotel in Hamburg, and later
worked at the Park Hotel in Bremen and The
Savoy in London. He is also a Master of Sake,
gaining the qualification a few months after
passing his Master of Wine exams in 2003.
Judges

Serdar Balkaya

Dilek Caner MW

Totte Steneby

Demetri Walters MW

Southern Italy

Regional Chair
Jane Hunt MW

Hunt’s 40-year career in
wine has spanned sales,

) marketing, buying,

education, writing and

PR. She moved from Italy

tothe UKin 1977, and

became a Vintners’ Company scholar in 1981

and a Master of Wine in 1985. Along with

business partner Tina Coady, she now runs

Hunt & Coady, a company which organises

trade tastings and the annual Argentina

Wine Awards competition in Mendoza. Hunt

spends several months of the year in Italy,

where she produces olive oil at her renovated

farmhouse in Umbria.

Judges

Nick Bielak

Sebastian Braun

Christy Canterbury MW

Daniele Cernilli

Vanessa Cinti Borgia

Sergio De Luca

Laura DePasquale MS

Tom Forrest

Andy Howard MW >



CABERNET SAUVIGNON

RUTHERFORD NAPA VALLEY
ESTATE GROWN

2012 Frog’s Leap Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvignon,
Rutherford, Napa Valley, California
PO Box 189 Rutherford, CA 94573

Tel: 800 949 4704
www.frogsleap.com

IMPORTERS:
Canada British Columbia, Canada Ontario Denmark
Alberta, Manitoba Rogers & Company Americanwine.dk
Magnum Consultants Tel: 416.961.2294 Tel: 4038.4480

americanwine.dk
Contact: Keld Johnson

Tel: 403.244.5252 rogcowines.com
magnumwineandspirits.com Contact: John Prasky
Contact: Don Bryant

Japan United Kingdom
La Languedocienne Fields, Morris & Verdin
Tel: 81.3.5825-1829 Tel: 020.7819.0360
Contact: Toshie Nakashima fmvwines.com
Contact: Damian Carrington
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( laverdi Monastery Cellar !
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Monastery Wine “SINCE 01" is a millennium brand of Alaverdi
Monastery Cellar made by the Alaverdi Monastery congregate in the
Xlth century cellar. The wine is produced by endemic variety of Kak-
hetian vine in unique clay vessel — Qvevri. Alaverdi Royal Monastery is

historically known by its qvevris and cellar.

Since ancient times till now the Alaverdi Monastery wine carries the
praise to God. Wine heals soul and flesh, gives strength to thank
Creator, brighten your mood, enjoy and share splendor of Georgian
royalty and glory of monks” modesty.

Alaverdi Monastery Cellar
Village Alaverdi, 0906 Akhmeta, Georgia
Tel.: +995-599-155002
E-mail: mail@since |01 | .com
URL: wwwisince |01 |.com

Decanter

WORLD WINE AWARDS

BOT TLE STICKERS

Choose the right wine every time...

P . e,
2015 2015
Decanter Decanter
GOLD GOLD

2015

Decanter Decanter Decanter
]L / BRONZE corv

Look out for these medals on your bottle —
the mark of an outstanding wine

Only the best wines win the right
to display a Decanter medal

Full results: www.decanter.com/dwwa

Connect with Decanter

Like us on Facebook
Search for Decanter.com

Follow us on Twitter
@Decanter
@DecanterAwards
@Decanter_Events
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Keith Isaac MW
Laura Maniec MS
Jane Parkinson
Margaret Rand
Igor Ryjenkov MW
Totte Steneby

Mai Tjemsland

Switzerland
Regional Chair

Paolo Basso
(See full profile on p8)
Judges

Jo Ahearne MW
Luigi Buonanno

Ezio De Bernardi
Emilio Del Fante
Robin Kick MW
Adam Pawlowski MS
Jean Reilly MW

Mai Tjemsland

Tuscany

Regional Chair
Monty Waldin
Waldin became the first
wine writer to specialise
in green issues in the
mid-1990s and his first
book, The Organic Wine
Guide, was published in
1999 and voted Britain’s Wine Guide of the
Year. At the time, Waldin was developing a
biodiversity project for a Demeter-certified
biodynamic vineyard in California, and has
drawn on this and other winemaking
experiences for subsequent writings. He is
the author of other award-winning books
including Biodynamic Wines and Wines of
South America, as well as being filmed in
2007 for Britain’s Channel 4 documentary
Chateau Monty on biodynamic winemaking
in Roussillon, France. In addition, Waldin has
contributed to radio, newspapers, and wine,
travel and environmental publications. He
frequently visits Tuscany where his Italian
partner and their son live, and advises on
biodynamics to farms, vineyards, gardens
and olive groves across the globe.

Judges

Darius Allyn MS

Serdar Balkaya

Beverley Blanning MW

Vanessa Cinti Borgia

Sergio De Luca

Katie Exton

Robin Kick MW

Gordon Lawrence

Chris Murphy

Emily O’Hare
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Michael Palij MW
Nicholas Paris MW
Gerd Stepp

Larry Stone MS
Matt Wilkin MS

Regional Chair
Stephen Skelton
MW
Skelton started his
career in wine in 1975.
After 12 months at
i’- " Schloss Schénbornin

ok Germany’s Rheingau and
two terms at Geisenheim Wine School, he
returned to the UK in 1977 to establish
Tenterden Vineyards in Kent, where he made
wine for 23 vintages. He was winemaker at
Lamberhurst Vineyards from 1988 to 1991.
Skelton is a consultant to the English wine
industry and is involved with planting
vineyards for the production of sparkling
wine. He became a Master of Wine in 2003.
Judges
Justin Howard-Sneyd MW
Antony Moss MW
Rebecca Palmer
Ronan Sayburn MS
David Vareille

USA and Mexico

Regional Chair

Jon Bonné

Raised and now based in
New York, Bonné is

) W contributing editor for
wine at the San Francisco
Chronicle and senior

" contributing editor at
Punch. He is also the author of The New
California Wine, which won the Louis
Roederer International Wine Book of the
Year 2014 and was shortlisted for the James
Beard and André Simon awards. Previously,
Bonné was wine columnist for the Chronicle
and MSNBC, and writes about wine for
several publications including Decanter.

Prior to his wine career, Bonné reported on
everything from politics to the aviation
industry for organisations such as Newsweek
and National Public Radio.

Judges

Mark Andrew

Luis Capitao

Alex Hunt MW

Rob MacCulloch MW

Ronan Sayburn MS

Veneto

Regional Chair

Richard
Baudains
Baudains was born and
bred in Jersey in the
Channel Islands and
trained to be a teacher of
W English as a foreign
language. After several years in various
foreign climes, he settled down in ltaly’s
Friuli-Venezia Giulia region, having
previously lived in Piedmont, Tuscany,
Liguria and Trentino-Alto Adige. Baudains
wrote his first article for Decanter in 1989
and has been a regular contributor on Italian
wines ever since. His day job as director of a
language school leaves time for many
wine-related activities including writing for
Slow Wine Guide (the magazine of the Slow
Food Movement in Italy), editing, translating,
leading tastings and lecturing in wine
journalism at the Universita delle Scienze
Gastronomiche in Bra.

Judges

Andrea Briccarello

Sebastian Bredal MW

Nicolas Clerc MS

Laura DePasquale MS

Andy Howard MW

Alex Hunt MW

Gordon Lawrence

Laura Maniec MS

Margaret Rand

Clement Robert

Ben Robson

David Round MW

Angelo Sabbadin @

Guest vice-chair Gerard Basset and a Decanter ‘red
shirt’ check all is in order on the Germany panel




Sidewood Estate
www.sidewood.com.au

Contact details for Sidewood Distribution:

UNITED KINGDOM
Davys Wine Merchants
Contact — Andrew Davy
Contact number — 020-88589 147

UNITED STATES
Importer USA Wines West
Contact — Sales Representative- Rick Welch
Contact number — |-781-2486739

HONG KONG
Jebsen Fine Wines
Contact — Kevin Chan
Contact number — 852-29262237

BELGIUM
Colruyt
Contact — Rohan Jordan
Contact Number — 32-23601040

NETHERLANDS
Symposium Wines
Contact — Sebastian Bredal
Contact Number — 47-67065000

THAILAND
G4 Wines
Contact — Luca Di Filippo
Contact Number — 66 22128018

AUSTRALIA (DIRECT SALES)
Sidewood Estate
Contact — Ben Warren
Contact number — 61-08 83899234

MALAYSIA
Langkawi General Supplies
Contact — Sunny Yeoh
Contact number — 60-124212068

Leconfield Wines Pty Ltd
439 Main Road, MclarenVale SA 5171
Tel: +61 8 8323 8830 Fax:+61 8 8323 888/
E: info@leconfieldwines.com
www.leconfieldwines.com
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Curly Flat
263 Collivers Road,
Lancefield Vic 3435, Australia
Tel: 61 3 5429 1956
www.curlyflat.com

2011 Curly Flat Pinot Noir

(Regional Trophy for Australian
Pinot Noir over £15 Category)

Stockists:

Atlas Fine Wines
|0 Upper Bank Street
London
El4 S5NP

" Define Food and Wine

m 2 School Lane
éza f Northwich

CWS8 2NH
PINOT NOIR RRP £38.95

VST o, i T
I50mL




PRODUCERS INCLUDE:

—Bodegas Muga

—Bodegas Protos

—Bride Valley & Furleigh Estate

—Casarena

—Cave de Tain

—Cederberg

—Champagne De Castelnau

—Champagne Delamotte

—Champagne Charles Heidsieck

—Chateau Bastor-Lamontagne &
Chateau Beauregard

—Chateau Brane Cantenac &
Chateau Climens

—Chateau Brown

—Chateau Carbonnieux &

Chateau Le Sartre

Taste over 600 fine wines and meet

the world’s best wine producers all und

Decanter

FINE WINE

ENCOUNTER

/-8 NOVEMBER 2015
THE LANDMARK HOTEL

LONDON NW |

—Chateau Calon Ségur
—Chateau Clerc Milon &
D’Armailhac
—Chateau Coutet
—Chateau D’Esclans
—Chateau d’Issan
—Chateau Giscours
—Chateau Laroque
—Chateau Latour Martillac
—Chateau Montrose
—Chateau Olivier
—Chateau Rauzan Ségla &
Chateau Canon
—Chateau Siaurac
—Chateau Sociando Mallet
—Col d’Orcia

—Crus et Domaines de France
—CVNE

—De Wetshof Estate
—Diamond Creek

—Domaine de Baron’Arques
—Domaines Lupier
—Domaines Paul Mas
—Domaines Schlumberger
—El Esteco

—Errazuriz

—Giesen

—Graham’s Port

—Grandes Vinos de San Pedro
—Hacienda Zorita

—Hamilton Russell Vineyards

—Harel Vineyards Clos de Gat

—Jean-Luc Colombo
—Joseph Phelps Vineyards
—Kanonkop

—Kayra Wines

—Kleine Zalze

—La Motte

—Maison Louis Jadot
—Marchesi de’Frescobaldi
—Marqués de Caceres
—Montes Wines
—Monteverro
—Oldenburg Vineyards
—Peller Estates
—Penfolds

—Planeta

—Raventos i Blanc

?“aﬁ'ﬂm-
cr One rOO
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—Rioja Vega

—Rustenberg Wines

—Santa Carolina

—Sena

—Silver Oak and Twomey Cellars
—Taittinger

—Tenuta Sette Ponti

—Vasse Felix

—Villa Baulieu

—Villa Maria
—VillaVignamaggio
—Weingut Schloss Halbturn
—Wynns

—Yalumba



GRAND TASTING

| lam—=5pm @

Many of the world’s most prestigious producers
will be showcasing their finest wines at this year’s
Decanter Fine Wine Encounter. Your ticket will give
you access to the Grand Tasting rooms throughout
the day. Join us for your chance to meet renowned
producers in person and sample some of the best
wines from top regions all around the world.

MASTERCLASSES

Learn from the experts at @

Decanter’s world-class tutored tastings.

Masterclasses last 90 minutes. Tickets
are sold separately to Grand Tasting
tickets and places are strictly limited.

Book tickets today

DISCOVERY
THEATRE @

A series of informal tutored tastings featuring
six great wines per session. Tickets sold
separately from Grand Tasting tickets

SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2015

I 1.30am: The treasures of Northern
Burgundy: Grands Crus and Premiers Crus
wines from Chablis

Experience the diversity of Grands Crus and
Premiers Crus Chablis, as Sandrine Audegond,
Head of Fine Wine at Domaine Laroche,
examines the distinctive structure, finesse and
minerality of the chardonnay grape.

4.00pm: Wynns Coonawarra Estate —
A benchmark in Cabernet

Wynns Chief Winemaker Sue Hodder will
guide you through a tasting experience that
explores expressions of Cabernet Sauvignon
from Coonawarra, Australia. The area is
renowned for its unique geological (terra rossa
soil) and climatic features.

SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2015
| lam: Champagne Pol Roger £85

This illustrious Champagne house, famously known for being Winston Churchill’s favourite, needs no
introduction.Those lucky enough to attend this masterclass led by James Simpson MW and Hubert de
Billy, will be treated to a line-up of stellar vintages demonstrating exceptional finesse.

Speakers: James Simpson MW and Hubert de Billy, 5th generation family member and director

* Pol Roger Brut Reserve e Pol Roger Brut Vintage 2004 * Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 2004
* Pol Roger Pure * Pol Roger Brut Vintage 1996 * Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 2000
* Pol Roger Blanc de Blancs 2008 * Pol Roger Brut Vintage 1999
* Pol Roger Vintage 2006 * Pol Roger Rosé 2006

|.30pm: Chateau Cheval Blanc and Chateau d’Yquem

An unmissable event — two of Bordeaux’s legendary producers come together for this exciting masterclass.
Pierre Lurton will conduct the masterclass, alongside Pierre-Olivier Clouet and Sandrine Garby. Chateau
Cheval Blanc, which holds the rare status of Premier Grand Cru Classé (A), will be showcasing six stunning
wines. Chateau d’Yquem, indisputably the greatest sweet wine of France, will present six wines that reveal
the extraordinary complexity and exotic richness of this unrivalled winery.

Speakers : Pierre Lurton, president of Chateau d"Yquem and manager of Chateau Cheval Blanc; Pierre-Olivier Clouet,

technical director of Chateau Cheval Blanc and Sandrine Garbay, cellar master of Chateau d'Yquem.

 Chdteau Quinault 2012 » Chdteau d'Yquem, Y, 2012, 201 |
* Chdteau Cheval Blanc 2012, 2006, 2000 * Chdteau d'Yquem 2011, 2009, 2007, 2005
* Petit Cheval 201 |, 2006

4pm: Chateau Pontet-Canet £85

No chateau’s reputation has risen faster in the last decade.Alfred Tesseron’s devotion to biodynamic
viticulture has produced outstanding results in his wines. In this masterclass, he will present a vertical
tasting of this critically acclaimed estate.

Speaker: Alfred Tesseron, president

« Chdteau Pontet-Canet 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2015
| lam: Chateau Cos d’Estournel £85

Chateau Cos d’Estournel — St Estéphe’s superstar second growth — is renowned for its powerful, long-lived
wines and its fine record of consistency. Join Aymeric de Gironde, who will lead you through 10 of its
revered vintages, including the exceptional 1975 and 1986.

Speaker: Aymeric de Gironde, general manager

* Cos d’Estournel, Les Pagodes de Cos 2011, 2012 * Cos d’Estournel White 2012, 201 3
* Cos d'Estournel 1975, 1986, 1996, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2010

1.30pm: lan D’Agata — Super Tuscans £85

lan D’Agata, award-winning writer and DWWA Regional Chair, will guide you through a selection of his
favourite Super Tuscan wines. Each wine has been specifically chosen for its significance in the estate’s
history. The superb line-up includes wines which have surged to the very top of Italy’s wine royalty and are
now sought after by collectors and wine lovers all over the world.

* Felsing, Fontalloro 990 e Caiarossa, Essenza di Caiarossa 2012
* Badia a Coltibuono, Sangioveto 201 | » Duemani, Cabernet Franc Duemani 2010
* Frescobaldi Mormoreto 1995 * Barone Ricasoli, Casalferro 2010
* Tenuta San Guido, Sassicaia 2002 * Castello di Ama, Apparita 2003
* Tenuta dell'Ornellaia, Ornellaia 2007 e Tua Rita, Syrah 2006
Terms and conditions apply. The information is correct at time of publication but the organisers reserve the This Decanter event is kindly sponsored by: EFG@ BEI-“ IHJEEE]..I

right to change any part of the event without notice. No under |8s, including babes in arms.

[ r—

Book today at www.decanter.com/events or call +44 (0)20 3148 4513
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INTERNATIONAL TROPHIES

DW WA 2015:

the ultimate winners

The 35 wines that follow — the top 0.22% — triumphed over almost 15,900 others.
These wines were judged the best of their type, not only in their own region but
among all the other Regional Trophy winners of that style from around the world

T T

15,929 wines tasted from around the world

THTTTTTTT

305 Gold medals

114 Regional Trophies

35 International Trophies -
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WORLD WINE AWARDS

GOLD

International Trophy winner
Sparkling over £15
Piper-Heidsieck, Brut, Champagne,
France 2006 (12%)

A superlative wine of great elegance, style and flair. The toasty nose holds notes of warm butter, ripe
white fruits and smooth lime coulis, while to taste it’s smoky and autolytic, with flavours of minerals,

2015
Decantel )

spices, vanilla, nuts and ripe tangerine fruit. An absolute pleasure.

POA Mathew Clark

OUT OF A 10-strong line-up of quality
sparkling wines — taking in Champagne, the
UK, Slovenia, Germany, Spain, Canada and
Australia — this Piper-Heidsieck 2006 was a
clear favourite with our judges.

They loved its classic profile, elegance and
vivacity, allowing it to outshine, but only just,
its multi-award-winning stablemate Charles
Heidsieck Blanc de Millénaires.

For Piper-Heidsieck cellarmaster Régis
Camus, 2006 was a year of contrasts which
—eventually — resulted in an ‘unexpectedly
elegant and charming wine’. The year was
characterised by variable weather, from a July
heatwave to violent rain and hail in August.

This had a varying impact on the grape
varieties, with Pinot Noir showing exceptional
intensity early on, while the Chardonnay
appeared to be set for a longer maturation.
This convinced Camus to increase the
proportion of Chardonnay in the blend to an
unusually high 51% (Piper tends to favour a
greater proportion of Pinot in its vintage
blends) to soften the power of the Pinot.

Tasted against

Arras, EJ Carr Late Disgorged, Tasmania,
Australia 2002 ¢ Bjana, Brut Rosé, Brda,
Primorska, Slovenia NV ¢ Charles Heidsieck,
Blanc des Millénaires Brut, Champagne,
France 1995 ¢ Coates & Seely, Blanc de
Blancs Brut, Hampshire, UK NV « Gramona,
Imperial Gran Reserva Brut, Cava, Spain
2008 ¢ Herbert Beaufort, Marks & Spencer,
Carte d’Or Grand Cru Brut, Champagne,
France NV ¢ Raventds i Blanc, Manuel
Raventds, Spain 2007  Sekthaus Solter,
Riesling Réserve, Rheingau, Germany 2009
e Sumac Ridge Estate Winery, Steller’s Jay,
Pinnacle Méthode Classique, Okanagan
Valley, British Columbia, Canada 2006

A blend of 17 Champagne ‘crus’, of
which nine are grands crus and seven
premiers crus, it has taken six years in
Piper’s cellars for this wine to reach the
perfect balance, finally expressing the
vintage’s inherent elegance and charm.

Above: Piper-Heidsieck cellarmaster Régis Camus says this 2006 is ‘unexpectedly charming’

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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INTERNATIONAL TROPHIES

International Trophy winner
Dry Aromatic under £15

El Esteco, Amaru High Vineyards Torrontés,
Calchaqui Valley, Salta, Argentina 2014 ass%

A ripe, generous and aromatic nose with notes of peach, lychee and mandarin. The fruit is generous and
sweet, with the palate boasting pineapple and further stone fruit flavours. Showing real character, bright
acidity and a long, energising finish, this is a great-value introduction to the variety.

Not available in the UK or USA

TWO YEARS AND TWO DWWA International
Trophies for this producer, which has has
become a standard-bearer for the high
vineyards of the Calchaqui Valley, in
Argentina’s Salta region. Last year it was the
Don David Reserve Tannat 2012 that
triumphed, but this year the winning wine is
almost its polar opposite: a highly aromatic
and expressive Torrontés.

El Esteco was also the most awarded
Argentinian winery in last year’s Decanter
World Wine Awards — and the success in both
years is a significant advance in the estate’s
mission to create awareness about the
Calchaqui Valley’s unique natural attributes.
The region, El Esteco strongly believes, is the
best in the world for growing the aromatic
Torrontés grape.

Why? It may be partly the altitude — more
than 1,700m above sea level —and partly the
continental desert climate. Whatever the
factors behind its success, the result is a wine
with great concentration and high-intensity
aromas and flavours.

Tasted against

There were no other Regional
Trophies tasted in this category

To put its vision into practice, El Esteco
believes in minimal intervention, allowing
the terroir of the valley and the purity of the
fruit to speak for themselves in the wines.

For fourth-generation winemaker
Alejandro Pepa, whose vinous heritage
spans the Old and New Worlds, wine
started out as pure fun: helping with the
harvest and winemaking, blending and
tasting. ‘It was all just a game when I was a
child,” he recalls. ‘However, little by little,
the playing turned into working and here I
am now, lucky enough to be doing what I
love for a living.’

Above: El Esteco winemaker Alejandro Pepa, and the high-altitude vineyards of the Calchaqui Valley

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Dry Riesling under £15

Vina Leyda, Single Vineyard Neblina Riesling,
Leyda Valley, San Antonio, Chile 2013 s

Beautifully made, textbook, scented Riesling, with a lovely nose of pithy lime, green apple and herbs.
It’s dry, soft, succulent and vital, with juicy citrus and stone fruits underpinned by brisk acidity and
complemented by a savoury overtone. Energetic, broad and wonderfully balanced.
POA Enotria, Great Western Wine

RIESLING REMAINS A relatively rare grape

variety among premium producers in Chile, Tasted againSt
but the success of this wine suggests it could There were no other Regional
assume a more significant role in the Trophies tasted in this category

country’s viticultural future.
According to Vina Leyda winemaker

Viviana Navarrete, it owes much to the has reduced by orienting the vine rows east
qualities of the valley which gives the to west, allowing the sea breezes to move
producer its name, and in whose early through them and dry the grapes.
development the company was instrumental. Leyda has two blocks of Riesling, planted
By Chilean standards, Leyda Valley is with a northwest exposure on red soils of
extremely cool-climate, with mean annual clay, with granite and alluvial stones. The

temperatures of 13°C, frequent morning fogs | clay gives palate volume, and the granite
and strong breezes coming in from the Pacific | vibrancy to the finished wine.

Ocean. The sea is close — just 4km from Navarrete left this wine bone dry in an
Leyda’s five hectares of Riesling vines —and, effort to show its fresh and vibrant acidity,
as anyone who has dipped their toe into it with a naturally low pH and an expressively
will tell you, it is very cold, thanks to the fruity and mineral-tinged character.

movements of the Humboldt Current.

That creates great conditions for
expressively fruity Riesling, but also presents
challenges for Navarrete and her colleagues.
In particular, those fogs bring with them a
strong risk of botrytis, one which the winery

P
Creeper el ')ﬁ‘-’{""'

L RIESLING 2007

Above: Riesling vines on red clay, granite and stony soils thrive in the cool-climate Leyda Valley

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Dry Riesling over £15

Leasingham, Classic Clare Riesling, Clare Valley,
South Australia 2009 a2

Beautiful, developing toasty aromas and refined lime fruit character, boosted by touches of smoke, quince
and saffron. Savoury, mineral and fresh, it shows off stupendously tasty maturity, with a superb, layered
and textured palate, citrus acidity and a long, long finish. Just starting to open up, this
Is everything that is wonderful about Clare Riesling.
£30 Accolade

AFTER A THREE-WAY taste-off involving a

trio of great Riesling origins — the Clare Tasted against

Valley, an Alsace grand cru and a German Louis Sipp, Riesling, Grand Cru Kirchberg de
grosses gewachs —the New World emerged Ribeauvillé, Alsace, France 2013 « Von
triumphant. The judges adored Leasingham’s Winning, Forster Ungeheuer, Grosses
combination of great freshness and Gewichs, Pfalz, Germany 2013

minerality with an appealing roundness,
which they said was ‘hard to fault’.
‘New World’ is an approximate term at best | current release has already won a handful of

at this estate, as it so often is. Leasingham trophies and gold medals.

was established in 1893 and began planting The fruit tends to come from one

Riesling in the Clare Valley shortly after particular parcel of vines, roughly one

World War Il — a brave and unconventional hectare in area and growing on red loam over
decision at the time, and one in which few slate. That slate —which makes the site
others showed any interest. Previously, you’d | unique —accounts for the expression of clean
have been more likely to find Cabernet acidity on the palate. As it matures, the
Sauvignon, Shiraz and Mataro (Mourvedre) palate mellows and develops deeper and
growing in the area. more complex buttered toast flavours.

Fast-forward 65 years and the Clare is
firmly established as one of the world’s finest
areas to grow Riesling, and Leasingham’s Bin 7
is on its 45th vintage. Meanwhile, the Classic
Clare range was created to mark the
Leasingham centenary in 1993, and this

o RRE Vg,
[ Ley

LEASINGHAM

EST 18893

([- _.i’ . ‘f“ i "':;
/] e _'f_) e

RIESLING

CLARE VALLEY

Above: fruit for this Trophy-winning Riesling is sourced from a hectare of vines on red loam and slate

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Sauvignon Blanc under £15

Small and Small, Sylvia Reserve Sauvignon

Blanc, Awatere Valley, Marlborough,
New Zealand 2014 %

Elegant, slightly reticent nose, but with a perfumed clarity of lanolin, pea pod,

passion fruit and spice. The palate is similarly focused, with hints of blackcurrant
leaf, flint, tropical fruit and a slightly savoury slant. It has great vitality, a chalky

texture and enticing length.
£10.49 Naked Wines

A TRIO OF New World Sauvignon Blancs were
in the running for this International Trophy,
but it was Small and Small’s Marlborough
example that won the day for its textbook
expression of the grape.

The fruit is sourced from the south side of
the Awatere River where, in the words of Bill
and Claudia Small, ‘we can ignore the
rulebook and make wine the way we like it
—intense and complex, and tasting like it
could come from nowhere else on earth’.

The Smalls met while studying at the
University of Adelaide in South Australia in
the mid-1990s, moving to Marlborough in
2004 to take up jobs with large wine
companies. The opportunity to go it alone
only came in 2010, thanks to the customer-
funded business model of online retailer
Naked Wines.

That switch coincided with the raising of a
family, yielding a name for this wine in the
process. The Smalls’ daughter Sylvia was just

Above: husband-and-wife team Bill (winemaker) and Claudia (viticulturist) Small

Tasted against

Paul Cluver, Sauvignon Blanc, Elgin, South
Africa 2014 » Undurraga, Sibaris Sauvignon
Blanc Gran Reserva, Leyda Valley, San
Antonio, Chile 2013

eight weeks old when the grapes for this
wine’s first vintage were being picked.

Small and Small is still, aptly, far from a
large-scale producer, operating mainly from
the family’s spare bedroom, making wine in
rented space at a local winery and using
grapes grown to the couple’s specifications
by growers with vineyards ‘in the bits of
Marlborough we love’.

‘The grapes are very forgiving for a
winemaker,” the Smalls say. ‘They have so
much natural flavour that all our efforts
can be focused on giving the wine subtle
complexity and drinkability.’

o
frgll

RESERY

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Sauvignon Blanc over £15

Bay of Fires, Sauvignon Blanc, Tasmania,

AUStI' alia 2014 (12.5%)

A truly classic nose of grass, gooseberry and minerals, showing wonderful aromatic intensity. The wine is
impeccably balanced with a long aftertaste and, despite the power of its components, every element

displays restrained elegance and harmony. Beautiful!

£20 Matthew Clark

THE JUDGES LOVED the ‘new-wave’ style of
this wine, which combines richness and
complexity with elegance, salinity and
minerality. It was enough for this Tasmanian
wine to see off strong challenges from
Sauvignon Blanc’s heartland regions of
Sancerre and Marlborough, plus an excellent
example from Canada’s Niagara Peninsula.
One of the keys to its success is the mix of
Old and New World techniques, with the fruit
picked at optimal ripeness to impart the
signature Tasmanian Sauvignon Blanc style
of exotic guava, passion fruit and gooseberry.
The blend combines parcels of fruit that
are cool-fermented in stainless steel using a
mixture of yeasts to lock in freshness and
aromatics. A small proportion of wine is
fermented with wild yeasts in new French
oak, giving richness, texture and a hint of
sweetness from the oak. This Trophy winner
is crafted by Bay of Fires’ winemaker/
manager, Tasmanian-born Penny Jones.
Grapes are sourced from two sites in the
south of the island — the Coal River Valley

Above: Bay of Fires winemaker/manager Penny Jones, and the cellar door in Pipers River

Tasted against

Domaine Jean-Paul Balland, Sancerre, Loire,
France 2014 « Ravine, Sauvignon Blanc,
Niagara Peninsula, Ontario, Canada 2013 ¢
Saint Clair, Reserve Sauvighon Blanc, Wairau
Valley, Marlborough, New Zealand 2014

and the Derwent River Valley. These are
situated 60km apart and are subject to
different weather patterns, soil types and
diurnal temperature variations. Both have
two different Sauvignon Blanc clones, giving
a variety of flavours and complexity in the
finished wine.

The 2014 vintage was not an easy one,
with wild and windy weather conditions
during flowering affecting fruit set and
reducing yields by 30% on average. But
the grapes that were harvested were
top-quality, meaning that Tasmania’s
aromatic wines in 2014 will be up there
with the island’s best-ever vintages.

YVINVHNSYVI

@y or Srres

RIGNG'\: BLANMNC

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Chardonnay under £15

Marks & Spencer, Macon-Villages, Burgundy,
France 2014 «s%

A really lively wine with an expressive, pure, mineral nose which also exhibits a saline slant beside the
white fruits. To taste, it’s zesty, youthful, floral and upfront, with fleshy, persistent fruit on a finely
balanced, distinguished palate where those crunchy flavours linger impressively.
£10 Marks & Spencer

A WINNING COMBINATION of delicious,

mineral fruit and nice florality, with an Old Tasted against

World classicism at its heart, secured an La Chablisienne, Pas Si Petit, Petit Chablis,
International Trophy for this joint venture Chablis, Burgundy, France 2013 ¢ Pandolfi

between UK retailer Marks & Spencer and Price, Los Patricios, Itata Valley, Chile 2012

Vignerons des Grandes Vignes.
Victory came against a strong contender

from Chile’s Itata Valley and a Petit Chablis organisation, is now in charge of three

from another French co-operative with a production sites, with the ‘interesting if

reputation for excellence. challenging’ job of pulling together some
This Trophy-winner is borne of a long 120 member growers, who farm 550

partnership between Marks & Spencer and hectares of vines within all the diverse

Vignerons des Grandes Vignes, the appellations of the Maconnais, with St-Véran

Maconnais co-op established in 2008 by the a particular strength.

merger of the Caves Coopératives of Prissé, Together with Daniels, Brichon makes a

Sologny and Verzé. rigorous selection for this wine from the best

For the past six years, that partnership has | Macon-Villages cuvées, with each village
been between winemaker Georges Brichon of | contributing a different qualitiy to the final

Grandes Vignes and M&S winemaker Sue blend — from white fruit aromas to

Daniels — working through some tricky minerality and floral tones. The eventual

vintages in the process, but always finding aim is a wine that combines an expression

something interesting to blend from the of the terroir of the Maconnais with

co-op’s 5.5 million-bottle annual production. | perfect harmony. Just 32,000 six-bottle
Brichon, a 28-year veteran of the cases are made.

/

Above: Georges Brichon of Vignerons des Grandes Vignes makes this wine in partnership with M&S

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Chardonnay over £15

Anthony Joseph Vidal, LLegacy Chardonnay,
Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand 2012 ass%

Distinctly modern New Zealand Chardonnay, full of gun smoke, grapefruit skin, toast, vanilla and
sizzling butter aromas. White nectarine and peach flavours greet you on the palate which is broad, rich

and creamy, yet manages to retain a distinct elegance, with lovely length and

a pleasingly dry finish.

£39.20 Halifax Wine Co, Hatch Mansfield, Whalley Wine Shop

THIS HAWKE’S BAY Chardonnay was the near-
unanimous choice for this International
Trophy among our judging panel, thanks to
its beautiful texture, assured winemaking
and judicious balance between fruit and oak.
It overcame some stellar competition from
Margaret River, South Africa’s cool Elgin
region and a classic Chassagne-Montrachet.

The judges’ description of the wine is in
tune with Vidal winemaker Hugh Crichton’s
mission to achieve power and restraint in his
wines, alongside concentration, complexity
and fine texture. Freshness is key, thanks to
retaining good natural acidity and balanced
alcohol, alongside the careful use of oak.

But the 2012 vintage of this wine was also
shaped by the elements. Heavy rain was
forecast for Hawke’s Bay in the run-up to
harvest, leaving the Vidal team with a tough
call; they decided to pick all the Chardonnay,
rather than risk losing the entire crop, and
reaped the reward in the shape of a wine of
restraint and freshness, with great flavours
and acidity. Low yields also helped.

Above: Vidal winemaker Hugh Crichton aims for a balance of power and restraint in his wines

Tasted against

Chateau de Santenay, Chassagne-Montrachet,
Burgundy, France 2013 « Oak Valley,
Chardonnay, Elgin, South Africa 2014 ¢ Vasse
Felix, Heytesbury Chardonnay, Margaret
River, Western Australia 2013

The vineyards for this wine are largely
situated in places where the meso-climatic
conditions combine warmth for richness of
flavour with night-time coolness to preserve
good levels of natural acidity. Low to
moderate soil fertility and green harvesting
help to keep yields down and control vigour.

Now owned by Sir George Fistonich of
Villa Maria fame, Vidal was created in
1905 when Spaniard Anthony Joseph
Vidal left his uncle Joseph Soler’s estate in
Whanganui and planted a small vineyard
at Hastings in Hawke’s Bay, lured by the
alluvial soil and dry conditions that
reminded him of his homeland.

ANTHOMY JOSEDH

DAL

Of HAWEKES BAY

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
White Single-Varietal under £15

Perdeberg, The Dry LLand Collection,
Barrel Fermented Chenin Blanc, Paarl,
South Africa 2013 s

What a wonderful expression of Cape Chenin Blanc! For the price, this over-delivers
on complexity and intensity, with a fleshy nose of mango, nectarine and a veil of
white pepper. There’s a really pleasing, flinty attack to the palate which possesses

a concentrated middle, then layers of cream, nuts, honey and peach.

Not available in the UK or USA

A RICH AND eclectic mix of grape varieties,
styles and origins made the shortlist for this
International Trophy, but in the end a classic
South African barrel-fermented Chenin Blanc
was the winner. Our judges remarked on its
latent richness and creamy, ripe fruit,
undercut by decent acidity and great length.
That’s in line with the aim of Perdeberg
cellarmaster Albertus Louw to produce a

Tasted against

Domaine Martin, Monniéres-St-Fiacre,
Muscadet Sevre et Maine, Loire, France 2010
* Finca de los Arandinos, Viero, Rioja, Spain
2013 « Monsoon Valley, Colombard, Hua Hin
Hills, Thailand 2014 < Mount Pleasant,
Elizabeth Semillon, Hunter Valley, New South
Wales, Australia 2007 « Quinta de Serrade,

ANNQ 84

‘rich and ripe’ style of Chenin, sourced from a
single, dry-grown vineyard and fermented in
500-litre French oak barrels.

Perdeberg has accumulated a large
collection of old-vine Chenin in the Agter-
Paarl area, viewed as the ideal region for the
variety. The bush vines remain unirrigated,
producing small, concentrated berries out of
deep soils with good water retention — a vital
quality when you’re waiting for full ripeness
before harvest.

This is a place of wet, cold winters and dry,
warm summers. But even when the heat is at

Terras de Mong¢do Alvarinho, Mongdo e
Melgaco, Vinho Verde, Portugal 2014

* Terrazze della Luna, Nosiola, Trentino,
Italy 2014 « Tsiakkas, Xynisteri, Limassol,
Cyprus 2014

its most pronounced, the temperature
drops significantly in the evenings,
giving acidity and balance to the wines.
Meanwhile, granite soils help boost
acidity, while the high clay content
lends structure and backbone.

RREL FERMENTED

bfﬂf?ﬁ .B:"ref*-"f.

ME OF ORIGIN PAARL

Above: Albertus Louw is the winemaker at Perdeberg - a specialist in dry-farmed, old-vine Chenin

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
White Single-Varietal over £15

Tiefenbrunner, Feldmarschall von Fenner zu
Fennberg, Alto Adige/Sidtirol, Italy 2013 s

An absolutely stunning Miiller-Thurgau, run through with class and charm, its minty, floral nose graced
with clementine, yellow plum, spice, lavender and white pepper. It’s lithe, long and extraordinarily pure,

with bracing acidity and penetrating flavours of green apples, thyme and a deliciously

cleansing, vital finish.
£23.99 Armit Wines

YES, A TROPHY for Muller-Thurgau. This is a
grape that has largely fallen from favour in
Germany and New Zealand, but grown on the
Fennberg plateau at 1,000m, surrounded by
the Alps, it has proven its quality.

The wine is named after Franz Philipp
Freiherr von Fenner zu Fennberg, founder of
the Austrian Kaiserjager (the emperor’s
soldiers), who used the Hofstatt estate on the
Fennberg mountain as a summer residence.

Herbert Tiefenbrunner, father of current
winery owner Christof, used to spend his
summer holidays on the estate and, inspired
by a vine growing along the wall of the house,

Tasted against

Argyros, Assyrtiko, Santorini, Aegean Islands, Greece
2014 - Grace, Koshu Private Reserve, Yamanashi,
Chubu, Japan 2014 « Gross, Furmint, Stajerska,
Podravje, Slovenia 2013 * Pazo Sefiorans, Seleccion de
Anada, Rias Baixas, Spain 2007 ¢ Rabl, Kaferberg Alte
Reben, Kamptal, Niederdsterreich, Austria 2013 ¢
Soalheiro, Alvarinho, Mon¢ao e Melgaco, Vinho Verde,
Portugal 2014 « Szent Tamas, Dongd, Tokaj, Hungary
2013 « Tempus Two, Zenith Semillon, Hunter Valley,
New South Wales, Australia 2007

decided to plant a vineyard on the site.

Why Muller-Thurgau? Herbert figured that
its tendency to flower late and ripen early
would protect it from bad weather at either
end of the growing season. The vineyard, a
steep 15km drive from the Tiefenbrunner
winery, enjoys a thermal advantage from
being planted on a plateau, rather than steep

slopes —all the more so because the vines are
south-facing. Meanwhile, the Alps offer
protection from the harsh northerly wind,
and there is an additional warming effect
from the Ora wind from Lake Garda.

Herbert died at the age of 87 in April this
year — before he could see his beloved wine
win this International Trophy.

Above: Christof Tiefenbrunner and his wife Sabine; Christof’s late father Herbert founded the estate

WEFENBRUN®

Won _i-‘mr Zu Fannberg

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa

DECANTER « DWWA 2015 | 29



/\

WORLD WINE AWARDS

2015
Decanter >
GOLD

N

RNATIONAL
ROPHY

International Trophy winner
White Blend under £15

DeMorgenzon, Maestro, Stellenbosch,
SOUth Afr 1ca 2014 (14%)

There’s a winemaker of unquestionable skill and craft behind this outstanding fusion of varieties. The fruit
is plentiful and rich, with notes of lemon, tropical fruit, white flowers, spices and herbs. It’s powerful and

textured, with a gravelly palate and a lengthy finish.
£14.99 Halifax Wine Co, Lea & Sandeman, Oxford Wine Co, SA Wines Online

TWO YEARS AGO, the 2012 vintage of this
wine won the South African Regional Trophy
for Best White Blend under £15 —and now
DeMorgenzon’s Maestro 2014 has gone one
better and taken an International Trophy
home to Stellenbosch. In doing so, it beat two
French rivals, one from the Languedoc and
the other from Gaillac.

What’s the secret? It might be the eclectic
mix of grape varieties — Maestro 2014 blends
26% Roussanne with 25% Chardonnay, 19%
Grenache Blanc, 17% Chenin Blanc and 13%
Viognier —or the 10 months’ ageing in small
French oak barrels and cement eggs.

Vineyard location may also play its part.
DeMorgenzon translates as ‘morning sun’,
and the estate’s grapes catch the first rays of
the day in the Stellenboschkloof valley, vines
covering the top southern and eastern slopes
of Ribbokkop, overlooking the distinctive
peak of Kanonkop.

DeMorgenzon’s high-altitude hinterland
can be challenging for vine-growing, such is
the steepness of the slopes, but the pay-off is

Above: DeMorgenzon’s winemaker Carl van der Merwe and owner Wendy Appelbaum

Tasted against
Chateau Bas d’Aumelas, Languedoc, France

2013 » Chateau Clément Termes, Blanc Perlé,
Gaillac, Southwest France 2014

a variety of microclimates. This facilitates the
growing of an array of grape varieties, thus
increasing the blending options open to
winemaker Carl van der Merwe.

But perhaps the true secret of
DeMorgenzon’s success lies in music — from
which this Trophy-winner takes its name.
Vines and maturing wines alike have
baroque music constantly playing in the
background, thanks to speakers
strategically positioned in the vineyard
and cellar. Owners Wendy and Hylton
Appelbaum admit that ‘not much
scientific investigation’ has been
undertaken to calculate the benefits of
this tuneful accompaniment, but it
certainly seems to be working so far.

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
White Blend over £15

Chateau Brown, Pessac-1.éognan, Bordeaux,
France 2013 ass%

Gorgeous, subtle oaky nose with youthful quince aromas to the fore and elderflower, orange blossom and

green apples in the background. Creamy, round and intense, the palate is bursting with toasty, spicy fruit
which has lovely weight and concentration. Classy and delicious, but will get even better.
£31.05 Ellis of Richmond

A FIVE-WAY FRANCOPHONE final tasting

here, with a classic white Bordeaux winning Tasted against
out over contenders from Provence, Adrian & Diego Mathier, L’Ambassadeur des
Languedoc and the Rhone and another from Domaines Diego Mathier, Valais, Switzerland
Switzerland’s French-speaking Valais region. 2013 » Chateau Salettes, Bandol, Provence,
The judges enthused about the France 2014 - Clos des Nines, Obladie,
quintessential style of this Pessac-Léognan, Coteaux du Languedoc, France 2012 « Gilles
praising its great balance of fruit and acidity Flacher, Cuvée Loess, St-Joseph, Rhone,
along with the richness and depth that are France 2013

hallmarks of this region’s great white wines.
They also remarked on its youth and great

ageing potential. Bordeaux and bought the estate in 1795.
Jean-Christophe Mau bought Chateau The domaine regained its reputation under
Brown in 2004. Born into a family of wine Bernard Barthe after 1994.
merchants, his career began with the This Trophy-winner is a blend of 51%
purchase of Chateau Preuillacin 1998. The Sauvignon Blanc and 4 9% Semillon, from a
switch to this domaine began with the sale of | vintage more famous for the challenges it SRAND VIN DE
the family trading company, Yvon Mau, to posed to Bordeaux’s reds. The cool and rainy 3
Spain’s Freixenet in 2001. weather that ruined the growing season for
Chéateau Brown is old vine-growing Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot created

country — Mau reckons there are traces of the | ideal conditions for developing floral and
practice dating back to the 12th century. The | mineral flavours among the whites. It also
chateau gained its name when Scottish wine brought greater acidity and structure than
merchant John Brown established himself in many recent vintages.

Above: the white grape vines at Chateau Brown benefited from cool and rainy weather in 2013

For tasting notes of all wines, plus prices and stockists, see Decanter.com/dwwa
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International Trophy winner
Off-Dry under £15

Paul Cluver, Marks & Spencer Ferricrete
Riesling, Elgin, South Africa 2014 wox

A captivating, provocative wine, with a bewitching nose of lime zest, oil and apple blossom. There’s a
beautiful tension between the sweet and sour elements on the palate, with pithy ripe lemon, crunchy
green apple, lashings of lime cordial and tangy acidity.
£13 Marks & Spencer

‘RIESLING IS ONE of the most amazing grape
varieties in the world but, like most things
that are very rewarding, it is also very
challenging,’ says Paul Cluver Jr. Luckily, the
Elgin area of South Africa —once better-
known for apple growing than anything wine
related — makes that challenging task more
rewarding, if no less difficult.

Ferricrete may not be the most romantic
of names, but the reference is to a block of
Riesling on the Paul Cluver estate — more
than 26 years old —where decomposed shale
and light clay are overlaid with a top layer of
‘ferricrete’, or free-draining sand and gravel.

Elgin is a cool area, and not just by South
African standards. In the 2014 vintage, the
mercury dropped even lower than usual, with
night-time harvesting capturing every last

Tasted against

There were no other Regional
Trophies tasted in this category

following on from an International Trophy
last year for its 2013 Sauvignon Blanc and
another for a 2012 Gewurztraminer in the
2013 competition.

The family has been farming on this land
for 120 years, but Dr Paul Cluver (Paul Jr’s
father) only started growing grapes in the
mid-1980s, with Paul Cluver Wines —wine
pioneers in the area — the first producer to
use the Elgin ward name on its bottlings.

‘Coming from an apple-growing
background, people often ask what is the

nuance of the grapes’ aromatic character.

No wonder that, for Cluver, elegance is the
main characteristic of Elgin wines. And if
more evidence were needed, it comes in the
shape of two Regional Trophy wins this year
for Paul Cluver wines (see p98 and p101),

biggest difference between an apple farmer
and a wine farmer,’ says Paul Cluver Jr —the
fourth in his family with the name. ‘The
answer is simple: you’ll never find two apple
farmers sitting up late at night saying to each
other: “You have got to taste this apple!”.

PAUL
CLUVER

Ab