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112 Lisbeth S. Fried, “Towards the Ur-Text of Esther,” JSOT 88 (2000), 57 °

27



WS ARRA - BEERE T AR (Alpha Text) '"SHIB AR (LXX) HIA
RESChRAS - Horpe - Aa] gEth A HAM AR o A BFIE+ e AL
BE ALFE - (HRME T3 A RS R AE A RE T AL -

MR SRR A S TEFZ B 5 Bl - (DESS —F 1§z IR
OIS e B BB AR o (2) =% 13 B R B N s 0 B 45 = s Y
B ° G)PUE 17 BiEM IR B B LU (3 5 » (40L& 1~ 2 BifRHT
IS 52 £ 8 FLE AL o (5)/\F 12 G120 s FE £ R
RANHIEE - (6) 15 3 BRI IR S AR - SREH (RS -

REZUE = B AL By U Rl ey B ALl A BR P A (AR SCER R RA - H
TR A RS A T 2 AR R - Tk B 7 s AL o 11442
SRR HR ES 02 8248 (Jerusalem Bible) FIRHMINTTZ » DIRHEE 74
72 7NBEk 107 B FIEN 224 £ DU EC T - (ER 0 W R Bl - Bl 1233
AR — B RNERPEAE 2 - RUFL T 56k A 2| F RBAREIE X
ARSI o 115

HR S U< B AS R HE Y | Z 20l

A B CD E F
| Vol | l

(=)

A BEESUR 17 i > LORTRC I &P Bidn - 5% Bt B £ HIRZER -
AL EAE R - S HEIEURIH B IR - FAEATTAT—— U EF

13 AR A 1% 21 3l A 7 18 o] BOIR S8 %€ £y IEH# 22 Timothy K. Beal, Ruth and Esther, (Col-
legeville: The Liturgical Press, 1999), xvii °

e e CEEEE) -
s BEEE - (IS - 44 -

28



£ o B2+ —FI+ L - §98K(Josephus )HI1Eim s 8 H11 | SCEEA
(Old Latin) #8MHE 7 - BUSAHRSCERY - HIBRR S sl =4

& o BT > WAKMEF - ST ESER R - Tk b

AETHIE S o EPRYFEF > MR AL R - miie e
MfiEatay s -

B B niGBEE NG - MHEES =F 218 - B EBUe KRR
NBHIE - flifEH/\EZ2E - MEEHARS - BRATTEE - J
KB RICEEEDAR T -

CBAd AN ~ H Rz - RS RE S - IsE 1A
EMRSIARTRBE LD R 78 = - EEESCEN A TTUY
A > n]RERT A BRI A o

D B tH BT DTG ISRy 55+ f s - fmiith 5 R £ - BERE SR /A
i o TR HCER LAY L > (EASER - - ) SRRl iE e A AR SO
FH - BRATTIWUE -

F e REEHH —BOlTE - SCllUR RO PR R - 1O BRI SR Al
AERBRSCARI G ELH H o 0509 E i » 22 BEE R RS H 1%
- EERRABHEE R - HREsHU< Bt E A EN - AEERA

JBEEAS - iR A RREY -

W R B R B RORIVEERE - — AR M EME OF
AHRERIHTT) - HpFEMEEL TE2MNEZ 7R E R
(Lysimachns son of Ptolemy ) ~ Ilb AZ{EHRES IS 1 - 1% W EHT
(Dositheus) fEEENIHHGF IR L - £ ENEE R [EEE] - BRIR

unk

16 RIECCE IR - BLRTERESAEEEET A (Lucianic text) HY[E—BLaril - ZHBRA > A
IR EAH S © Moore RIS (72 5 - LT - MEERSHY A BOR F B - JRAC R B8 B (PO IREE
7 - BUUS SR A RRE o A > TRELL - EE DU EE R o] DUEHA0EEAR - (HEirh ALt
WAERILT- A KAGY] ot 2 PARERJERE  (Vorlage BIFHIGHIASHARERST) -+ R H E2EhITHE »
BERRIREA o et A AR S M ARRIE - B F e (O R S SN A REREA
Moore &t > 2t FECEHERN - RERAL— I - E1§Eﬁ£ﬁ?ﬁ@¥$ﬁu%ﬁz’7%ﬁé§ﬁ
AUGEE > FIABIZ RIS o ARSI e+ 13 A - BB EE) taChyEal - BIER
YOI BS T ERG K ASHEBLIMRSTE R AHREA = 22 Moore, “Greek”, 89-90 * fih{E 382 H e K /&

29



N> NREHEZA - W F 2% FIE LR BIEES (Cleopatra) §T/AHYER
PULE > BIATTAT 114 5 » 35752 Pl B 8L s R BIERF Y 5 77 A& R S5
g > WL RYILE o AL - il TEHE) - HhE

Mes@ ERRdESRY ) - Zon A HMARCA R E - BRI S R AR IERIT
FlaEHy -

AU T DAA RS EF WIR Ry B8 - AR Y > H i KAV RN 2
AR AT LS - 1 B SR A (A SO A - A
MHEAE - fEamuI] - A7 RSCARH DU LIRSS - TR R A {2k
SRR SR - S e RE PPy o ARy - FINEREE A [E R R -
EEIZHEE s 1 - Bl — o 17

GBI SRy KLAUE R ) TS RIIRIA - R AEA ARSI LA
MEECHE o AR AR BT e 7 o B R AR DU Bk KR T &
(Hr4:16) HIIRFE - ASERERN Tial B gy BARE) -+ o ER
RESZHY CLAHGRERE) HRAEE - lir 4 e 7 2a 77 i ERge (IR
JEECAI TGS ~ R A FE AR R &85« AT A5 )
10:4-13 3 13:8-15:1 5 WY C ~ DFIF) o KRR A LRI LI A 17
i S SRR EL Bk AR - RIAMTREE A O8N - (4 a5 RIS
Zl » FIZEATR FRFH R SFRIEE G o EVES BN S (B R A bl - i E
FE R KRB A (R SL K8 S - AR AR - AR XA EE 2 IE -
111175 FR ST RR AR B HY B+ T4 36 B 1 75 (AR SZ i A s LAt b A 58 % 1]

P=2X

£0119

Hfl 2 7 55 D0 i &2 K S 220Kk (Jerome ) HY L T STEET A
(Vulgate) > DA 7 A HESCHYME TR 20w B nle By 785 - LLIRARIZ N

17 A ORI a2 A B BT ST4E L - DU s bl el BT 00 AE B 419 B 48 S0 & i o
5. C. A. Moore, “On the Origins of the LXX Additions to the Book of Esther, ” Journal of Biblical Lit-
erature 92 (1973) 382-93 -

s SR A R AR T -
to BESE (LU 456 ¢
120 % -

30



o) o ) - HRFORTE I E ROV T3 MEMERT - Al S A
RIFCSCEHT ARG - (th 35 DUISEC R &8 - B AR A B A
M MHIEEAH AT QI 2R > BRI R ALRRCAS AN E] - ot nT REAE
TERIE A BIRIRRASE R BB AS o AT - ftha B 28 e DU T AC oK e 2 i £
17— T O SERIA (A ST HRAS -

KL FEER - R IAAGUR AR BRI RE S - A R
HEOA @ BB — R ESTRRLACRBER - SEESE R 0I(E + 88 R_AEE A
M2 - AMENEHTBSE AR - S0 IE S « fE R g Ry £
T UTHRAESHGE [RE(Yb) - (HHEENSE TEEMNEE - halkE
R TSI E R o Ft - R EARRH B &S AL EES - R
fF SRR R R EEAR | o SRR HLQBRS - (B EMES AR LA
Mg 12U AR A H AR SRR TR R A L kR A T &R LA
SCHi%)  (Rest of Esther) ©

DK A 7 BRSO S A R SR L » Day R E (Three Faces
of a Queen—Characterization in the Books of Esther) 1T * R+ 1
S A Alpha Text (A-Text) » B & RN HVER BLACER R LITLEC © 75 B o
SR RERIRCAS R S - B 1S DU EC S A h = (EAH & R B ECEE © A RRORD
BRI —EF 850 (Pre-Proto » RIEZ ) - B LLAIEH
B LA E R A TSR BRI (% 5 AT — 4k o (B4R B o BL Y& AV R (5 2R
B LA A (R 2 B RS BRI AR BR (R T - 5
g FEMEER AHARG - (HEMivmhk Al 2 R AE - KL
MR EIEEME R = AR ER RS o 122

17T IS 1A e ) B 1 465 B DL i 5 I ) e B R S R - (B
TERRAIIRA a0 G T HSRIEERI R AR R EUEE) o BGI2ER » 1
% A TRFIR e C i 25 R 3 i P 6 T A BRI Ay B o BRI R
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and Relationships of the Pharisees, Sadducces and Essens”, 44-46 (RdeQ. no. 41, October 1982) °
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CEER R ULy CREES— S HTERE) New Jerusalem Bible
A. fHifE A.
RIEHER LD JEERR R BN 2 1:1 (a) In the second year of

RIEHCSESE RN - BBINE 1 AHEHE A L8 4 »  the reign of the Great King,
HEROR - EEEmEEM LORIHZ T HEKEEY5L T Ahasuerus, on the first day of
BB GRS 02 2 I - EERRTEEH - (EE#PE T A58 Nisan, a dream came to
SRR FAUME T — e g8 4 > T/Es HW)—M T Mordecai son of Jair, son of

L 1 o RIEDOEHERE) —5 - Shimei, son of Kish, of the
S BT EURBIVEI o 2. R » (ELEERHL ¢ tribe of Benjamin, (b) a Jew
B AR - (ER (ERERASOCE - living at Susa and holding

BT R EEAORE o 3. b f = =20 SR ES high office at the royal court.
BRI ENLSE —EERH BUR 18 A3 K THR AT JEHE (c) He was one of the cap-
Hl—H » RIS T — & I - it —Egs % o tives whom Nebuchadnezzar
2o B R FRIAEEEE 4. VAT ¢ fhBE R IEEE king of Babylon had deported
B - H#ETE - AHLRE - IR - ERNEHVEE - #t | —)  from Jerusalem with Jeconiah
FEREZ O AR N REL - #8 RBLZ# o king of Judah. (d) This was
FMBMRERE - RO 5. ZSAMFEEHREATS » %4 his dream. There were cries
S o A5 HFEE L iR o R HEIEMLRGR and noise, thunder and earth-
B HEFHE B B 6. B RREDERR R - MEE quakes, and disorder over the
B R o 5 RRYE 2R R - whole earth. (e) Then two
—K > R B o 7. IR BRI H F- » great dragons came forward,
TN L 22 (5 B ot B R - JE ~ AB%E each ready for the fray, and
EF R R R AT - FREL set up a great roar. (f) At the
AR L - JORAE 8. A IERIN RIEENKE]Z sound of them every nation
H R oo AL 1S - FSEHEE s N MR made ready to wage war
A8 » SR SO ¥ - ok ik against the nation of the just.
) EAFITRL o R Y 9. E Mgt 2B » H—/]N (g) A day of darkness and
WrEEL 7% > IR BB TR0 s KB gloom, of affliction and dis-

345 DU & R SCHE BB U2 B2 4R » HH Daron, Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co.
Inc. FITHHARZ 1966 ~ 1967 K2 1968 TEHRA o hEB A ERH (CEE&1BIL)  ( Good News Bible: with
Deuterocanonicals/Apocrypha * &/ He# » JL5E 1987 + &8 @ @H5 > 1995) iy LU 6
Rl oo
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tress, oppression and great
disturbance on earth! (h) The
entire upright nation was
thrown into consternation at
the fear of the evils awaiting
it and prepared for death, cry-
ing out to God. (i) Then from
its cry, as from a little spring,
there grew a great river, a
flood of water. (j) Light came
as the sun rose, and the hum-
ble were raised up and de-
voured the mighty. (k) On
awakening from this dream
and vision of God's designs,
Mordecai  thought deeply
about the matter, trying his
best all day to discover what
its meaning might be. (1)
Mordecai was lodging at
court with Bigthan and
Teresh, two of the king's eu-
nuchs who guarded the
palace. (m) Having got wind
of their plotting and gained
knowledge of their designs,
he discovered that they were
preparing to assassinate King
Ahasuerus, and he warned the
king against them. (n) The
king gave orders for the two
officers to be tortured; they
confessed and were executed.
(o) He then had these events

entered in his Record Book,
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while Mordecai himself also
wrote an account of them. (p)
The king then appointed
Mordecai to an office at court
and rewarded him with
presents. (q) But Haman son
of Hammedatha, the Agagite,
who enjoyed high favour
with the king, determined to
injure Mordecai in revenge
for the affair of the king's two

officers.

B.

3:13 (a) The text of the letter
was as follows: 'The Great
King, Ahasuerus, to the gov-
ernors of the hundred and
twenty-seven provinces

stretching from India to
Ethiopia, and to their subor-
dinate district commission-
ers: (b) 'Being placed in au-
thority over many nations and
ruling the whole world, I
have resolved never to be
carried away by the insolence
of power, but always to rule
with moderation and clemen-
cy, so as to assure for my
subjects a life ever free from

storms and, offering my king-

dom the benefits of civilisa-
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tion and free transit from end
to end, to restore that peace
which all men desire. (¢) In
consultation with our advis-
ers as to how this aim is to be
effected, we have been in-
formed by one of them, emi-
nent among us for prudence

and well proved for his un-

B FE2 14 » [ —1£ ] failing devotion and unshake-
s BORJLE 0 NS5 able trustworthiness, and in

T °
7. BESE SR > R —H
] > BIEE IR IR B
KU @LEITE -

8. ML MEAE ST A > A
KENE > REHHENE—
x o

9. BEMEAANE S - B
tHEE s ERREERIREALEI A

rank second only to our
majesty, Haman by name, (d)
that there is, mingled among
all the tribes of the earth, a
certain ill-disposed people,
opposed by its laws to every
other nation and continually

defying the royal ordinances,

in such a way as to obstruct
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sured by us to the general
good. (e) 'Considering there-
fore that this people, unique
of its kind, is in complete op-
position to all humanity from
which it differs by its out-
landish laws, that it is hostile
to our interests and that it
commits the most heinous
crimes, to the point of endan-
gering the stability of the

realm: (f) 'We command that
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those persons designated to
you in the letters written by
Haman, who was appointed
to watch over our interests
and is a second father to us,
be all destroyed, root and
branch, including women and
children, by the swords of
their enemies, without any
pity or mercy, on the four-
teenth day of the twelfth
month, Adar, of the present
year, (g) so that, these past
and present malcontents be-
ing in one day forcibly
thrown down to Hades, our
government may hencefor-

ward enjoy perpetual stability

and peace.'
C. filifkA C.
RIEZ AT 1 PE R TR 2 4:8 (a) 'Remember your

RER A EEE - EHEEE 1. BEEEFEE T L EF1/F humbler circumstances,' he
AAEFTAERS 0 T > 3 —U) - Biia B FERKE @ said, 'when you were fed
> fReEY >z EZE > — 2. TEFE > EF | 2FEE by my hand. Since Haman,
VIR ar < o (1R E | BSEEBIIRE § - #{R the second person in the
(RAEERRL LA 1] - die NBESH R PRRLAE S - Gt ARE realm, has petitioned the
FEHARR o (REIZE R DU AT 3 o king for our deaths, (b) in-
AANHEFE - IR EYZ 3. 8%E 17 KM - DURK N voke the Lord, speak to the
F o G ARES LR T EDZY) s (REE AR king for us and save us
fiy o PROEEEEY) » (RAIE - E5 o L - SEREKPIIR 2 from death!'

i ERIBGEAME K 4. B fRESEESE » K17 4:17 (a) Then calling to
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JEFHG S SRRy 2 I - BAIFEERAYIE 2 - iR mind all the wonderful
iR ABEITZE A REE HAEE - B 8iEf works of the Lord, he of-
EERENA R - RAB(ER A BEKRERIL 3 RZ - % fered this prayer: (b) Lord,
EEAREUE T N EAREL T LAy 4 s » TEHEY) Lord, Almighty King, ev-
EAF o BRTR » FRIVE - T MAIRAIE - FRAL/ERT A EF o erything is subject to your
R T A BgYs - BiJE 5. (B2 - TERM - &AM power, and there is no one
HHREREL o WEREEFIA B AR » B K LML who can withstand you in
KA ] - WRE Wy fth B Bl SRDA L s dfiH. - 3 _EFE  your determination to save
o WAAERTAELE o B TARLAAN » BANIFEE Israel. (c) You have made
F05 > W) > 0] > 7Bl ] A o FRANPEMY » A2 HA heaven and earth, and all
B - sfpfuFEn L o 5 o the marvels that are under
RRAREY N RIE » RFAMAE 6. = » KFE » KHAYE heaven. You are the Master
ARERICEIE o AT OB £ - siRERRYR T | BLS5K of the universe and no one
1 > M EAE =ik E - R IRBEEIRAV RIS | BRI AR can resist you, Lord. (d)
FLAAT » ARZEPIAE R R B ER IR - ZHEFEEYA You know all things, you,

PN » AT AR K B RE E 2 o Lord, know that neither
i FERHR o BAETTR 7. SKIRAEIEHRIRIER K 2y pride, self-esteem nor vain-
R FRAIYE © PR IRIVEE (RE CIE I E | glory prompted me to do

B - AHTERER RS 0T 8. FHIRIFEEF YAoK - B3 what I have done: to refuse
OPERERAMIE o AR S8 TRIVZZE - LR /B » to prostrate myself before
ARy B AR - JE R - T EERMBEAE AR F - 3 proud Haman.  Gladly
AT UG ZEHEEEIR T o BAPRAVEER o B3 | SKPRA would T have kissed the
A AETE T P PR R Ak BB AN Lk 38 25 /1Y 11 5 ¥ soles of his feet, had this

0 - ZEkk - FAMEiaEsds T ! assured the safety of Israel.
ANET S 5 R L - 9. BEWF - LI SIERE SIUTE () But what I have done, I
Firf LS NER R T kB KL > [RUBM M EmERSET » have done, rather than
WEEE - K—MREeE s SOREm = place the glory of a man
SLESE T o 10. Wi £ /5 - Bt above the glory of God;
DAk 2 45 AR » e8] E and 1 shall not prostrate

FELIG - fER R AN EAT - BAEEENR - 22 AR5 myself to anyone except,
s i o R T REAYREE > 9H B KEE Lord, to you, and, in so do-
RERRES » B B TIRFERG M L - DR HEEMWE ing, [ shall not be acting in
AR &M - AR R B BEZIEAY - 3158 pride. (f) And now, Lord
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God, King, God of Abra-
ham spare your people! For
our ruin is being plotted,
there are plans to destroy
your ancient heritage. (g)
Do not overlook your in-
heritance, which you re-
deemed from Egypt to be
yours. (h) Hear my suppli-
cation, have mercy on your
heritage, and turn our grief
into rejoicing, so that we
may live, Lord, to hymn
your name. Do not suffer
the mouths of those who
praise you to perish. (i)
And all Israel cried out
with all their might, since
death was staring them in
the face. (k) Queen Esther
also took refuge with the
Lord in the mortal peril
which had overtaken her.
She took off her sumptuous
robes and put on sorrowful
mourning. Instead of ex-
pensive perfumes, she cov-
ered her head with ashes

and dung. She mortified

ARG - BERIBAR 16, B E | RNE & (R HY B her body severely, and the
B o KL 22 ERARELAR A R #E1) former scenes of her happi-

0] - 78 B Pt A
& VIR IR RERE S 45 E

AV 5 A BRI S E A
W% - AR5
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ness and elegance were

now littered with tresses
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torn from her hair. She be-
sought the Lord God of Is-
rael in these words: (1) My
Lord, our King, the Only
One, come to my help, for
I am alone and have no
helper but you and am
about to take my life in my
hands. (m) I have been
taught from infancy in the
bosom of my family that
you, Lord, have chosen Is-
rael out of all the nations
and our ancestors out of all
before them, to be your
heritage for ever; and that
you have treated them as
you promised. (n) But we
have sinned against you
and you have handed us
over to our enemies for
paying honour to their
gods. Lord, you are up-
right. (o) But they are not
satisfied with the bitterness
of our slavery: they have
pledged themselves to their
idols to abolish the decree
that your own lips have ut-
tered, to blot out your her-
itage, to stop the mouths of
those who praise you, to

quench your altar and the
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B RAGFR(R - si(ndil (FEEREE NI - JKKFL glory of your House, (p)

YL bA o

NERHIEEIE » 55 /R A
TEBN TR ARIE - B
HUFRHI R © 1
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MR A 3T Ak and instead to open the
M RERY BAFIE - BEREORAY RSTRERLG |

mouths of the heathen, to
sing the praise of worthless
idols and for ever to idolise
a king of flesh. (q) Do not
yield your sceptre, Lord, to
what does not exist. Never
let our ruin be matter for
laughter. Turn these plots
against their authors, and
make an example of the
man who leads the attack
on us. (r) Remember, Lord;
reveal yourself in the time
of our distress. As for me,
give me courage, King of
gods and Master of all
powers! (s) Put persuasive
words into my mouth when
I face the lion; change his
feeling into hatred for our
enemy, so that he may
meet his end, and all those
like him! (t) As for our-
selves, save us by your
hand, and come to my help,
for I am alone and have no
one but you, Lord. (u) You
have knowledge of all
things, and you know that I
hate honours from the god-

less, that I loathe the bed of
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the uncircumcised, of any
foreigner whatever. (w)
You know I am under con-
straint, that I loathe the
symbol of my high position
bound round my brow
when I appear at court; I
loathe it as if it were a
filthy rag and do not wear
it on my days of leisure. (X)
Your servant has not eaten
at Haman's table, nor taken
pleasure in the royal ban-
quets, nor drunk the wine
of libations. (y) Nor has
your servant found plea-
sure from the day of her
promotion until now except
in you, Lord, God of Abra-
ham. (z) O God, whose
strength prevails over all,
listen to the voice of the
desperate, save us from the
hand of the wicked, and

free me from my fear!

D. filigk | D.

DR 5 T SO A A L 5:1 (a) On the third day,
FREOHMAES 7T =K - 8 1. B=K &M r=55¢ when she had finished
B ~ 5 FRYRHR - NE B BRET UK - 2 L3R praying, she took off her
e LEERGEHR - =55 I suppliant's mourning attire
EEFR L - R EE 2. 2R ) 0 XIPK T and dressed herself in her
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full splendour. Radiant as
she then appeared, she in-
voked God who watches
over all people and saves
them. With her, she took
two ladies-in-waiting. With
a delicate air she leaned on
one, while the other ac-
companied her carrying her
train. (b) Rosy with the full
flush of her beauty, her
face radiated joy and love:
but her heart shrank with
fear. (c) Having passed
through door after door,
she found herself in the
presence of the king. He
was sitting on his royal
throne, dressed in all his
robes of state, glittering
+ with gold and precious

stones a formidable
sight. (d) He looked up,
afire with majesty and,
blazing with anger, saw
her. The queen sank to the
floor. As she fainted, the
colour drained from her
face and her head fell
against the lady-in-waiting
beside her. (e) But God
changed the king's heart,

inducing a milder spirit. He
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sprang from his throne in
alarm and took her in his
arms until she recovered,
comforting her with sooth-
ing words. (f) "What is the
matter, Esther?' he said. 'l
am your brother. Take
heart, you are not going to
die; our order applies only
to ordinary people. Come
to me.' (g) And raising his
golden sceptre he laid it on
Esther's neck, embraced
her and said, 'Speak to me.'
5:2 (a) 'Sire,' she said, 'to
me you looked like one of
God's angels, and my heart
was moved with fear of
your majesty. For you are a
figure of wonder, my lord,
and your face is full of gra-
ciousness.' (b) But as she
spoke she fell down in a
faint. The king grew more
agitated, and his courtiers

all set about reviving her.

E.

8:12 (a) The text of the let-
ter was as follows: (b) '"The
Great King, Ahasuerus, to
the satraps of the hundred

and twenty-seven
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REE - 2. EAE AN - BEANZ S provinces which  stretch
MEEFZ A EMMEESR BEEs - HARMAEZEHE from India to Ethiopia, to
B BE % - Ak K MEREGEER R the provincial governors
RS Z B KT A Ko - HEmEEEHEEEE and to all our loyal sub-
S EZ ERE UL £ - jects, greeting: (c) 'Many
Ao R M A EEERE 3 FE AR HE 2 % people, repeatedly hon-
BMWER > EM2ERHEE B ABSEE - BHEEEAZ oured by the extreme boun-
FOEHAME BN o MAMPEs 25 - SRR E R - BIEEERE ty of their benefactors, only
ARG AN My SE P - L2 A& 2 K grow the more arrogant. It
T - ME2EEAMAES & - B DU DIk - is not enough for them to
e By A o B iEIR 4. 1S EEANL - EZAM seek our subjects' injury,
FhiEi ORI —Y) » 't AIZES 2 ERE - mHLFEE but unable as they are to
FHAKA - BIEERIGEEN REEE 21 - FfERAR support the weight of their
BB ZE 2 o O] e own surfeit they turn to
DEREAREE - A 5. SN S RINEE 2 &1 scheming  against  their
BN W DA TIRCEEAE: » (3 - 2ERE AR 2 AW - benefactors themselves. (d)
ot 208 B 2 [ R T 0 ER 6. BLIE A ZE S | S R R TS Not content with banishing
77 o MaR B CHIHE S 2 FE - fFESZEIEEEES gratitude from the human
Rk H CHYEK R E N EREEFTTETEST - B0 heart, but elated by the
B o lf&a A\ R AR S o] 9 [o] RIE - plaudits of people unac-
FIJCH o ZEEEAA - REEM 7. LUK RIA - (877 quainted with  goodness,
e = ELIREE TR - e Bl faEL - A A1 =% notwithstanding that all is
{10 e ST DECEHE R for ever under the eye of
M R T B - /R 8. AR =58 S - H5LLE God, they expect to escape
A ET DR AR E TR REA - RET 2RI 2% his justice, so hostile to the
OreEAstr s CE IRTTNER:- CINEC o wicked. (e) Thus it has of-
DI e 3 AR AE IR R 9. SIABCKZ2E ~ F » JH G ten  happened to those
—RZBEMNERTES ABE - FIFKTINSE - A placed in authority that,
&l o AHERE 2 BT > SRBABWCE having  entrusted  friends
FIEnRSEDE - BT B 2 - with the conduct of affairs
TEARARH % H A (R Az NJH 10,80 B 1D & 1 B A 2~ 8 and allowed themselves to
FORIT B 22 58 » AU H & > B A - ZHE KR be influenced by them,
Y > AHCCERLEEER - 3l 8IS - (LB ATIREZ K they find themselves shar-
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R HIE R R IERN 11. S &S EE > MO8 A ing with these the guilt of
JE&s - & 0 HAKERANL - EiAy 0 innocent blood and in-
MR A IR R MY e+ 12,58 77 H & » (EEGREE volved in irremediable mis-
U5 SRV EFE I DU o i 2 fan B EEEMRTER - W% fortunes, (f) the upright in-
—ESMNEA - BEABEAN 22 50 SO SR - BLH tentions of rulers having
Wrimge - NABEAR W 2k BT - FLURMK - been misled by false argu-
KERRE - ZRMAHEAD 7 13. 410k - AEMEZ AT © ments of the evilly dis-
it > SEAIS 2 2 NIHAY SO BN R HEH A » posed. (g) This may be
R - HIE L - g R ABEOUEH seen without recourse to
AT T2 - JEE 14881 %R - IEROEIAK the history of earlier times
(s LL AT AERS - JHIZ R » [RIEERES to which we have referred;
(ESON =R € EIWFASFEZK > you have only to look at

FoAmtay e = b aE - 1505 T G BLAH Y & what is before you, at the
fib i [ B R RO L £ B BEE K kA KREZ crimes perpetrated by a
o SEMAREE R IMAETEAE )R - plague of unworthy offi-
B o SRR IER R — 160 L TE AN E B TIE#K cials. (h) For the future, we
— R » hRoEERAar » KEZ TGS 2 SCFE ¢ shall exert our efforts to as-
i H—EEET - thEE RHEEEEEF O E IR sure the tranquillity and
B SER M RE R DI PRS2 | L ESEEY)E peace of the realm for all,
b EPE IR A IR K S LR (i) by adopting new poli-
KN o METEBFEREERM 17. K » RIASE - ## cies and by always judging
LSS - FEmaE S A FEVUE M - A K ABESF matters that are brought to
SREARE FATH R £ - % HEA 2 A - HIEEEERE our notice in the most equi-
BRI ENIEILE AR BEME 2 H o B) Iff 2z table spirit. (k) 'Thus
RN - Mm% - @) F-H+=H - %81 Haman son of Hamme-
BRI A e E FEEP IR ENE A © datha, a Macedonian, with-
B - fataMR o fIEAE 18. & EY)E K FE » & out a drop of Persian blood
SR AIERIEE » 1S LR RER 2 HE A =% and far removed from our
FRKAR BA - leSEEmE 2H e goodness, enjoyed our hos-
Ky Eai - i E 25 —H 192 LA M E 2 BEith - pitality (1) and was treated
RIGZERMEREEREE WEREEVLLAESH ¢ £ by us with the benevolence
15 e WS BRSO B2 which we show to every

FEEIA LHRRIA - FRZRENIR R Z 5] - (B AR SEE nation, even to the extent
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MAZEHITHE 2R AN D23 - Ty 24 &H < of being proclaimed our
FIEAE R ATEEAEHE 2 o il 20. LA BT < 2 3T 'father' and being accorded
EEANESTAE —VIEA i@ - JEZ A - —1# universally the prostration
FER » MAIHY R AR KAE T - (ERERIEIFE of respect as second in dig-
SRHMEZ R BT o BT BF A E - BB B % &= nity to the royal throne.

EYI bR BN S22 17 2R - KA - ) (m) But he, unable to keep
TESHYRE] - 21.78 L H WEW By )5 » within his own high rank,

M <R - e —EF AMESEEN - BES R schemed to deprive us of
FDPERE YR 2 (8 A TG o —{3BST » 4FRER R our realm and of our life.
REFR AR E 2/ 222 —K - olia H CHIELA (n) Furthermore, by tortu-
JESEE A AETE - EHME B - ous wiles and arguments,
BEWH -+ HEIGZEH A+ 22 B AN A < > BE M he would have had us de-
=H  BfRBIRERIIE o KT o ZmsCER stroy  Mordecai,  our
RFHE - BEGANMDAISZFF o O AEBRIEE S A i saviour and constant bene-
G EYINY b AR 23 R TER N R FEAIE £ factor, with Esther the
RAVBORH S TEOH - 2K - B8 A HEE A blameless partner of our

M 7E —RWARMIRI R 1 BERKEE - #F4H majesty, and their whole
HH - WHEEA—EEH NRLLAVEX o BERFEREDL nation  besides. (o) He
REAL » BUERBRK - B R - thought by these means to
ERAILAR [R5 b 24,98 K N &8 12 15 2 7 0% leave us without support
AR E MR RIS - B~ E4% » S2fEF%% - and so to transfer the Per-
W EEHRLERE SO MBI N 25 FE & A&t - NL2F sian empire to the Macedo-
BELE b & DLBOMAY B < ~ BEmFTREI 2 g - K nians. (p) 'But we find that
% o HERET R - REEL ; the Jews, marked out for

PN - BEELRESD - N BHIAYRRAZFS AR annihilation by this arch-
AIRAEIEZE - FFEEEE MR - A THEKFE » scoundrel, are not crimi-

AITERS - B e TR 2 nals: they are in fact gov-
SO+ il ELRFROSE R4 o erned by the most just of
HAEHE OB - & laws. (q) They are children
ZA S SR BR A i ok 2 of the Most High, the great
BT - | and living God to whom

we and our ancestors owe

the continuing prosperity

117



AN

BEEE— R ) New Jerusalem Bible

of our realm. (r) You will
therefore do well not to act
on the letters sent by
Haman son of Hamme-
datha, since their author
has been hanged at the
gates of Susa with his
whole household: a fitting
punishment, which God,
Master of the Universe, has
speedily inflicted on him.
(s) Put up copies of this let-
ter everywhere, allow the
Jews to observe their own
customs without fear, and
come to their help against
anyone who attacks them
on the day originally cho-
sen for their maltreatment,
that is, the thirteenth day of
the twelfth month, which is
Adar. (t) For the all-power-
ful God has made this day
a day of joy and not of ruin
for the chosen people. (u)
You, for your part, among
your solemn festivals cele-
brate this as a special day
with every kind of feasting,
so that now and in the fu-
ture, for you and for Per-
sians of good will, it may

commemorate your rescue,
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and for your enemies may
stand as a reminder of their
ruin. (v) 'Every city and,
more

generally, every

country, which does not
follow these instructions,
will be mercilessly devas-
tated with fire and sword,
and made not only inacces-
sible to human beings but
hateful to wild animals and

even birds for ever.'

F.

9:19 (a) whereas for those
who live in cities the day
of rejoicing and exchang-
ing presents with their
neighbours is the fifteenth
day of Adar.

10:3 (a) And Mordecai
said, 'All this is God's do-
ing. (b) I remember the
dream I had about these
matters, nothing of which
has failed to come true: (c)
the little spring that be-
came a river, the light that
shone, the sun, the flood of
water. Esther is the river --

she whom the king married
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and made queen. (d) The
two dragons are Haman
and myself. (¢) The nations
are those that banded to-
gether to blot out the name
of Jew. (f) The single na-
tion, mine, is Israel, those
who cried out to God and
were saved. Yes, the Lord
has saved his people, the
Lord has delivered us from
all these evils, God has
worked such signs and
great wonders as have nev-
er occurred among the na-
tions. (g) "Two destinies he
appointed, one for his own
people, one for the nations
at large. (h) And these two
destinies were worked out
at the hour and time and
day laid down by God, in-
volving all the nations. (i)
In this way God has re-
membered his people and
vindicated his heritage; (k)
and for them these days,
the fourteenth and fifteenth
of the month of Adar, are
to be days of assembly, of
joy and of gladness before
God, through all genera-

tions and for ever among
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his people Israel.' (1) In the
fourth year of the reign of
Ptolemy and Cleopatra,
Dositheus, who affirmed
that he was a priest and
Levite, and Ptolemy his
son brought the foregoing
letter concerning Purim.
They vouched for its au-
thenticity, the translation
having been made by Lysi-
machus son of Ptolemy, a
member of the Jerusalem

community.
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