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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hugh Caperton I1 b u i l t  "Elmwood" i n  t h e  1830s of b r i c k s  burned on t h e  p l a c e  
and of t imbers  from h i s  t r e e s .  The p i t s  from which t h e  c l a y  was dug a r e  s t i l l  
v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  n e a r  t h e  house .  It i s  a  c o l o n i a l - d e s i g n e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
C l a s s i c  Rev iva l  i n n o v a t i o n s .  

The house i s  a lmost  square  w i t h  chimneys b u i l t  i n t o  t h i c k ,  twenty-two i n c h  
w a l l s .  The roof  i s  low and inconsp icuous  and i s  s e t  o f f  by a  c a p t a i n ' s  walk.  
Large windows w i t h  6 / 6  panes b a l a n c e  each o t h e r ,  and t h e  v e r y  formal  e n t r a n c e  
doorway i s  framed by s i d e l i g h t s  and f a n l i g h t .  

The f l o o r  p lan ,  used o f t e n  i n  s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i a l  houses ,  h a s  a  h a l l  e x t e n d i n g  
through t h e  d e p t h  of t h e  house on each o f  t h e  t h r e e  f l o o r s  w i t h  two, 20 x 17 f o o t  
rooms on each s i d e .  A t  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  o f  each h a l l  a  s t a i r w a y  l e a d s  t o  t h e  n e x t  
l e v e l .  I n  t h e  a t t i c  a r e  s t a i r s  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  walk.  The roof  s u p p o r t  i s  a 
remarkable  s t r u c t u r e  of g r e a t  7 and 10 inch  whipsawn t imbers ,  pegged and m o r t i c e d .  
The b r i c k  work o f  t h e  house i s  Flemish bond. 

Much Greek Revival  i n f l u e n c e  i s  shown by t h e  ca rved  c o r n i c e  under t h e  wide 
e a v e s ,  by t h e  c l a s s i c  pediment w i t h  f a n l i g h t  over  t h e  ve randa ,  and by t h e  b e a u t i -  
f u l l y  ca rved  woodwork throughout  t h e  house .  

The wide l imes tone  s t e p s  and t h e  s t a t e l y  veranda,  w i t h  i t s  second-s to ry  
ba lcony ,  Chinese Chippendale r a i l i n g s  a t  both  l e v e l s ,  and f o u r  p l a i n  b u t  huge p l a s -  
t e r  covered b r i c k  columns, g i v e  "Elmwood" i t s  s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i a l  appearance,  and 
under t h e  veranda t h e r e  i s  a  b r i c k  paved por te -cochere .  The b road ,  e i g h t  p a n e l ,  
I 1  two-cross"  door h a s  s i d e l i g h t s  between p a i r s  of reeded and f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  and 
an overdoor  f a n  o f  o r n a t e  m u l l i o n s  and g l a s s .  This  f raming h a s  t h e  p o i n t e d  d e n t i l  
moulding o f  t h e  eave c o r n i c e  which was c a r r i e d ,  a l s o ,  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  
house .  

The formal  e n t r a n c e  and h a l l s  a r e  a  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  of "Elmwood". An a r c h  
a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  which d i v i d e s  t h e  h a l l s ,  h a s  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  Doric  c o r n i c e .  The 
a r c h  i s  ca rved  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f a n l i g h t ,  and i t s  u n d e r s i d e  i s  
e n t i r e l y  reeded .  A t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t e n  f e e t  around t h e  h a l l  i s  a  molded g e s s o  s t r i p  
w i t h  f l e u r - d e - l i s ,  and t h e  wa insco t  i s  paneled t o  c h a i r r a i l  h e i g h t .  

On t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  a r e  two formal rooms. The f r o n t  one i s  a  p a r l o r ;  
t h e  r e a r  i s  now used a s  a  d i n i n g  room. These rooms a r e  d i v i d e d  by an a r c h  a c r o s s  
t h e i r  w i d t h  and,  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1900s ,  two s e t s  of f o l d i n g  doors ,  shaped t o  f i l l  
t h e  a r c h ,  were used t o  s e p a r a t e  them. I n  each room i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  b l a c k ,  I t a l i a n  
marble  m a n t e l  and h e a r t h  w i t h  i r o n  f i r e  frame and back.  These rooms have deep 
c h a i r r a i l s  and window framing t o  t h e  baseboards  wi th  pane l s  under  t h e  windows. 
The baseboards  a r e  p a i n t e d  t o  resemble  t h e  marble o f  t h e  m a n t e l s .  

Door and window t r i m  throughout  t h e  t h r e e  l e v e l s  of t h e  house  i s  reeded  
and f l u t e d  w i t h  l i n t e l  m e d a l l i o n s  and i s  jo ined  w i t h  wooden pegs .  A l l  t h e  d o o r s ,  
excep t  t h e  f r o n t  door ,  a r e  pegged, s i x - p a n e l  c r o s s ,  and a l l  have t h e  o r i g i n a l  
E n g l i s h  crown box l o c k s  w i t h  b r a s s  knobs .  Many of t h e  doors  have been f i n i s h e d  
w i t h  v e r y  a r t i s t i c  f a l s e  g r a i n i n g .  

The rooms on t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  main h a l l  were used a s  a  "master b e d - l i v i n g  
room" and a s  t h e  formal  d i n i n g  room. The f i r s t  i s  s t i l l  s o  used bu t  t h e  r e a r  
room h a s  been p a r t i t i o n e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t o  p rov ide  a b a t h - d r e s s i n g  room and a  
k i t c h e n  ( t h e  house  had an o u t s i d e  k i t c h e n  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ) .  These rooms have 
l a r g e ,  hand-carved m a n t e l s ,  a s  do t h e  rooms on t h e  upper l e v e l  and t h o s e  on t h e  

ground l e v e l .  C e i l i n g s  on t h e  main f l o o r  a r e  12 f e e t  h i g h ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  on  t h e  
upper f l o o r  a r e  12 and % f e e t  and t h o s e  i n  t h e  basement a r e  9 f e e t .  
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The upper f l o o r  h a s  i t s  wide h a l l  w i t h  a  door  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  ve randa  ba lcony .  
The door  h a s  over  and s i d e  l i g h t i n g .  The f o u r  rooms on t h i s  l e v e l  a r e  bedrooms, 
and each one h a s  a  l a r g e  b u i l t - i n  c l o s e t  w i t h  pane led  doors .  These c l o s e t s  were 
p l a c e d  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  room and blocked o u t  a  dummy window; t h e  
s h u t t e r s  a t  t h e s e  windows have always been c l o s e d .  On t h i s  f l o o r ,  a l s o ,  one room 
h a s  been p a r t i t i o n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  v e r y  l a r g e  bathroom. 

The ground f l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  two bedrooms which a r e  now used a s  f u r n a c e  and 
game rooms. On t h e  l e f t  a r e  two rooms d i v i d e d  by a  broad a r c h  w i t h  p a i r s  o f  
double  doors .  These rooms were used a s  fami ly  d i n i n g  a r e a  and a  "keeping room". 

To t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  t h r e e  h a l l s  i s  a  wa insco ted  s t a i r w e l l  which r e a c h e s  from 
ground l e v e l  t o  a t t i c .  The s t r i n g e r s  and l a n d i n g ' s  edges  a r e  n i c e l y  ca rved .  
The heavy,  round c h e r r y  h a n d r a i l  and t h e  broad t r e a d s  were l e f t  unpa in ted  t o  match 
t h e  f i n e  f l o o r s .  The b a l u s t e r s  a r e  square  and two t o  a  s t e p .  Wooden pegs were 
used i n  a l l  t h e  work. It i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  woodwork h a s  always been p a i n t e d  
and t h e  w a l l s  papered.  "Elmwood" was t h e  work o f  e x c e l l e n t  b u i l d e r s  and f i n i s h e r s  
maybe John W. Dunn and Conrod Burgess,  who were famous workmen, f o r  t h e y  l i v e d  n o t  
f a r  from t h e  house.  

The f i r s t  house c a l l e d  "Elmwood" was used by Hugh Caper ton u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t  
house  was b u i l t ,  t h e n  i t  was used a s  k i t c h e n ,  s e r v a n t s ' q u a r t e r s  and law o f f i c e .  
About 1906, t h i s  house  was t o r n  down and w i t h  a n o t h e r  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  s t o o d  
nearby ,  was used t o  b u i l d  a  v e r y  l a r g e  and s o l i d  b a r n .  Th is  b a r n  and many o t h e r  
o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  some o r i g i n a l s ,  a r e  i n  u s e  and i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  

The shake roof  o f  "Elmwood" h a s  been covered by a  m e t a l  one f o r  many y e a r s .  
A wide,  two-s tory  porch was added on t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h  s i d e  i n  1910, a s  were t h e  
l a r g e  l i m e s t o n e  f r o n t  s t e p s .  

S i n c e  1945, t h e  Grover M i t c h e l l s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owners, have  b u i l t  t h e  p a r t i -  
t i o n s  i n  two bedrooms t o  p r o v i d e  bathrooms and have i n s t a l l e d  a  c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g  
sys tem.  The house i s  t a s t e f u l l y  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  p e r i o d  p i e c e s .  
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A t  t h e  time when the  minera l  spr ings  of western Vi rg in i a  were moving i n t o  a  
per iod  of grea t  popu la r i t y ,  Hugh Caperton I1 b u i l t  "Elmood". I n  t h e  years  fo l lowing  
h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Monroe County i n  1799, he had become a  very succes s fu l  merchant and 
had acquired much land,  and h i s  bus iness  i n t e r e s t s  extended i n t o  o the r  p a r t s  of 
V i rg in i a .  For s e v e r a l  years  he represented  h i s  county i n  t h e  S t a t e  Leg i s l a tu re  and 
was a  Representat ive t o  t he  United S t a t e s  Congress from 1813 t o  1815. Since h e  
had amassed a  l a r g e  fo r tune ,  i t  seems q u i t e  n a t u r a l  t h a t  he  should b u i l d  a  house 
worthy of a  man of h i s  s t a t i o n  and wealth.  

The house b u i l t  t o  r ep l ace  the  e a r l i e r  "Elmwood" was a  s t a t e l y  c o l o n i a l  mansion 
cons t ruc t ed  of t h e  b r i c k  c l a y  and timber from t h e  land. A l l  o t h e r  ma te r i a l s  were 
hauled  i n  over wagon t r a i l s  from sources a s  d i s t a n t  a s  Staunton,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  
and Lynchburg. However, t h e r e  was p len ty  of money and s k i l l e d  labor  needed t o  b u i l d  
t h e  type  of house t h a t  t h e  Capertons des i r ed .  Some members of t h e  family b e l i e v e  
"Elmwood" was copied a f t e r  t h e  home of a  M r .  Garth i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Vi rg in ia .  

Family t r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  Hugh Caperton and h i s  son, Allen Taylor Caperton, 
who i n h e r i t e d  "Elmwood" and was a  notab le  lawyer and p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e ,  e n t e r t a i n e d  
many of t he  famous people and f ami l i e s  who v i s i t e d  t h e  numerous sulphur  sp r ings  of 
t h e  reg ion .  In  f a c t ,  Henry Clay came so o f t en  t o  v i s i t  t h a t  one of t he  bedrooms 
was designated a s  t he  "Henry Clay room". 

Hugh caper ton ' s  g randfa the r ,  John Caperton, came from France t o  Phi lade lphia  
i n  1725, then i n t o  Augusta County, Vi rg in ia ,  i n  1759, and on t o  t he  New River i n  
t h e  1760s. Two of John ' s  sons,  Hugh I and Adam, fought i n  Dunmore's War and t h e  
American Revolution. A few years  a f t e r  t he  war, Hugh I took h i s  family t o  Kentucky 
and soon af terwards he  was k i l l e d  by Indians.  Hugh I1 re turned  t o  Rich Creek i n  
wes tern  Virg in ia  and l i v e d  with h i s  uncle  u n t i l  1799, when he moved t o  t he  newly 
organized Monroe County. 

Hugh I1 married Jane Erskine a t  "Walnut Grove", another  f i n e  house near  Union, 
West V i rg in i a .  Af t e r  she d i ed ,  he married Del i lah  Bierne (nee Alexander),  widow 
of George Bierne of 'Valnut  Grove", i n  1834. Not long a f t e r  t h e  marr iage,  t h e  
Hugh Capertons b u i l t  t h e  present  "Elmwood", where Hugh died i n  1847. 

Allen T.  Caperton, born i n  1810, was graduated from Yale (1832), s tud ied  law 
i n  Staunton,  V i rg in i a ,  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  wide p r a c t i c e  i n  Monroe and surrounding 
coun t i e s .  Very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  he represented  Monroe i n  t he  Vi rg in i a  
Assembly i n  1841, 1859-61, and was S t a t e  Senator i n  1844-48. In  add i t i on ,  Al len  . 
Caperton was a  member of t h e  Vi rg in i a  Cons t i t u t iona l  Convention i n  1850, a  
d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Secession Conference a t  Richmond, and served a s  a  Senator of t h e  
Confederate  Congress dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War. He was then e l e c t e d  t o  t he  U.S. Senate 
from West V i rg in i a  i n  1875, t h e  f i r s t  ex-Confederate e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  

Senate  a f t e r  the  C i v i l  War. He d i ed  the  fol lowing year  whi le  i n  o f f i c e .  
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