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Brazil in the international scene
❖ Historical references
❖ Territorial extension
❖ Population
❖ Economy
❖ Main activities 

➢ Agriculture
➢ Manufacturing

❖ WTO Dispute settlement body
❖ Gender quota
❖ Strategic location



Overview of the Brazilian Legal System: 
Brazilian Government

❖ Administrative & Political Organization

❖ Centralism

❖ Legal Tradition

❖ Presidential System

❖ Congress
❖
❖ Reelection
    



Overview of the Brazilian Legal System: 
Court Structure

❖ Two sets of Courts: 

➢ Federal 
■ Organization and jurisdiction
■ Súmulas vinculantes (Art. 103.A Constitution)

➢ States
■ Organization and jurisdiction

➢ Special jurisdictions



Overview of the Brazilian Legal System: 
Court Structure

    

Source: www.trilhante.com.br 

http://www.trilhante.com.br


Overview of the Brazilian Legal System: 
Legal        Hierarchy

  

   

                    
    
 
                      Constitution / Amendments

—--------------------------------------------

Complementary statutes / Ordinary statutes / 
Delegated statutes / Provisional measures / General 

treaties

—-------------------------------------------------------------------

Legislative decrees

—--------------------------------------------------------------------

Resolutions



Comparison with other
Latin American countries  

❖ Language
 

❖ Human Rights Treaties
 

❖ Democracy
 

❖ Law tradition



Secondary Sources
Good place to start your research



Introductions to Brazilian Laws
• Fabiano Deffenti and Welber Barral, Introduction to 

Brazilian Law, Kluwer Law International 2017
• Virgiìlio Afonso da Silva, The Constitution of Brazil: 

A Contextual Analysis, Hart Publishing, 2019
• Julio Romañach, Civil Code of Brazil in English, 

Lawrence Publishing Company, 2019.



Free Research Guides
• LOC Guide to Law 

Online: Brazil
• GlobalLex

• Structure of 
government

• Primary sources

https://guides.loc.gov/law-brazil
https://guides.loc.gov/law-brazil
https://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Brazil1.html


Free Research Guides
• DOJ Country 

Reports
• National 

Documentation 
Packages 

• Human Rights, 
Immigration and 
Asylum Law 
Resources

• Statistical Resources

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/country/brazil-topical
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/country/brazil-topical
https://irb.gc.ca/en/country-information/ndp/Pages/index.aspx?pid=11465
https://irb.gc.ca/en/country-information/ndp/Pages/index.aspx?pid=11465
https://irb.gc.ca/en/country-information/ndp/Pages/index.aspx?pid=11465


Licensed Research Guides
• Foriegn Law Guide (Brill) • Explanation of 

Government Structure
• Subject listing of primary 

and secondary sources
• Notes on availability of 

English translations

https://brill.com/view/db/flg




Researching by Topic
• Topical Databases
• Comparative Law 
• IGO databases



ICLG.com
Free substantive guides on business and commercial law



Getting the Deal Through
Country Survey on Bloomberg Law on Business and Commercial 
Topics



Bloomberg Portfolios & Country Guides
Bloomberg provides detailed analysis through portfolios and 
country guides in some 



NATLex
Database of national labor, social security and human rights 
legislation



ECOLEX
Primary and Secondary sources covering environmental laws



FAOLEX
Excellent bibliographic information about legislation covering food, 
agriculture, and renewable natural resources topics



VLex.com
Subscription database of secondary and primary sources of law 
with built-in translation tool



Search by Topic



Locate Laws and 
view translations



View versions of the 
Law



Amendments



Includes a 
Citator



Researching Brazilian Websites
OVERVIEW

• Translating Brazilian Government Websites
• Legislative Research (Legislação)
• Legislative History Search Links (Atividade Legislativa)
• Docket Search Link (Comunicações Processuais) 
• Case Law Research (Jurisprudência) 
• Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms
• Brazilian Law Library Digital Collections



Translating Brazilian Government Websites

• Microsoft Edge • Chrome



Translating Brazilian Government Websites
Quick Tips

● In Brazilian Portuguese, numbers with 4 or more 
digits are punctuated with a decimal point, not a 
comma (e.g., 1,000 in the U.S. is 1.000 in Brazil).  And 
a comma is used as a decimal separator (e.g., 
1,234.56 in the U.S. is 1.234,56 in Brazil).

● Date format in Brazil is DD-MM-YYYY.
● nº = number; and ordinal numbers use “o” or “a” 

instead of “th” or “rd”
● “de” means “of” and “do” means “of the” and “dos” is 

the plural, not “two” like in Spanish (e.g., “de 2020” is 
“of 2020” and “do art. 5º” is “of the article 5” and 
“dos Santos” is “of the Saints” 

● Sometimes the laws are written in shorthand: “Lei 
8.151/90” or “Lei 13.105/2015” and the number after 
the “/” is the year the law was passed.

 



Translating Brazilian Government Websites
• Recommended Portuguese – English Legal Dictionary

Durval de Noronha Goyos Jr., Noronha's legal dictionary : English-Portuguese, Portuguese-English 
(6th ed. 2006).

• Supreme Court Legal Glossary (in Portuguese) https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/glossario.asp

https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/glossario.asp


Legislative Research (Legislação)
Official Gazette of the Union 
(Diário Oficial da União - DOU)

https://www.in.gov.br/servicos/diario-ofi
cial-da-uniao

https://www.in.gov.br/servicos/diario-oficial-da-uniao
https://www.in.gov.br/servicos/diario-oficial-da-uniao


Legislative Research (Legislação)
Planalto – Up-To-Date Legislation Portal: http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/

http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/


Legislative Research (Legislação)
from the Planalto website

Federal Legislation (Legislação Federal)

http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/legis-federal

International Laws (Internacional) 
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/internaci
onal 

• International Acts (Atos Internacionais) 
https://concordia.itamaraty.gov.br/ (links to Brazil’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Ministério das Relações Exteriores))

• Treaties Equivalent to Constitutional Amendments 
http://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/Constituicao/quadro_DEC.htm 

Historic Legislation (Legislação Histórica) 
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/legislacao-historica

State Legislation (Legislações Estaduais)

http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/legislaca
o-estadual/legislacoes-estaduais (Links to official state 
government websites)

Judiciary (Judiciário): 
• Unified Jurisprudence (Jurisprudência Unificada) 

https://www2.cjf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/unificada/ maintained by the 
Council of Federal Justice - CJF(Conselho da Justiça Federal) [Note: this 
site is not updated daily, so it is recommended to go to the individual 
court’s website for recent jurisprudence]

The records found on these websites do not replace the information officially published in the Official Gazette (Diário Oficial da União).
**If these links do not work, I recommend clicking on the drop-down options on the left-hand side of the Planalto Legislation main page to access up-to-date information.** 

http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/legis-federal
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/internacional
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/internacional
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/internacional
https://concordia.itamaraty.gov.br/
http://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/Constituicao/quadro_DEC.htm
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/legislacao-historica
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/legislacao-historica
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/legislacao-estadual/legislacoes-estaduais
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/portal-legis/legislacao-estadual/legislacoes-estaduais
https://www2.cjf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/unificada/
https://www2.cjf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/unificada/
http://www4.planalto.gov.br/legislacao/


Legislative Research (Legislação)
https://legislacao.presidencia.gov.br/

https://legislacao.presidencia.gov.br/


Legislative Research (Legislação)
Search for Law No. 8,150/1990:



Legislative Research (Legislação)



Legislative Research (Legislação)
Law No. 8,150/1990



Legislative Research (Legislação)
Law No. 9,766/1998 



Legislative Research (Legislação)
Compare Law No. 8,150/1990 and Law No. 8,151/1990



Legislative Research (Legislação)
Law No. 8,151/1990



Legislative History Search Links (Atividade Legislativa)

• Search Federal Legislative Materials (Pesquisa de Matérias)

• National Congress (Congresso Nacional) 
https://www.congressonacional.leg.br/materias/pesquisa

• Search Federal Legislative Activity (Atividade Legislativa)

• Federal Senate (Senado Federal): 
https://www25.senado.leg.br/web/atividade

• Chamber of Deputies (Câmara dos Deputados): 
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa

• Search Videos of Sessions

• TV Senado – YouTube 
• Câmara dos Deputados - YouTube 

https://www.congressonacional.leg.br/materias/pesquisa
https://www25.senado.leg.br/web/atividade
https://www25.senado.leg.br/web/atividade
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa
https://www.youtube.com/c/tvsenado
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZkSRh-7UEuwXJQ9UMCFJA


Docket Search Link

Procedural Communications Platform 
(Comunicações Processuais) 
https://comunica.pje.jus.br/ 
“[I]ncludes the three tools for procedural communications in electronic media:

• The public notice platform, according to the rule of the current Civil 
Procedure Code;

• National Electronic Justice Gazette; and
• Electronic domicile, for citation of legal entities.

In addition to complying with the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code, the CNJ 
provides the legal community with a central point of access to the main 
procedural communications and will make the Judiciary's performance more 
effective and transparent.”

Source: https://comunica.pje.jus.br/sobre (translated into English 
by Google) 

https://comunica.pje.jus.br/
https://comunica.pje.jus.br/sobre


Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

1) Judicial decisions are now linked 
directly from the newer laws on the 
Planalto website. By clicking on the 
gavel icon.

Example Law No. 13,105/2015



Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

Law No. 13,105/2015: results after 
clicking on art. 1



Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)
2) Search court websites directly.  
List of official websites of the courts:  https://www.cnj.jus.br/poder-judiciario/tribunais/  (maintained by the National Justice Council - 
CNJ (Conselho Nacional de Justiça)) 

https://www.cnj.jus.br/poder-judiciario/tribunais/


Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)
Example: Federal Supreme Court - STF 
(Supremo Tribunal Federal): 
https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/ 

Useful Links on this page:
• Case Law Search (Pesquisa de Jurisprudência) 

https://jurisprudencia.stf.jus.br/pages/search 
 

• Binding Summaries (Súmulas Vinculantes) 
https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/aplicacaosumula.asp (as applied); 
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaSumulaV
inculante 

• International Case Law (Jurisprudência Internacional) 
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaInternaci
onal 

https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/
https://jurisprudencia.stf.jus.br/pages/search
https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/aplicacaosumula.asp
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaSumulaVinculante
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaSumulaVinculante
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaInternacional
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaInternacional


Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

On the Search Page enter search term “habeas 
corpus” (with or without quotation marks)

Search Tips: 
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurispru
denciaPesquisaGeralNovoPortal&pagina=Dicas_de_pesquisa

Advanced Searching
On the Search Page, click on the + icon to access the advanced 

search form. 

https://jurisprudencia.stf.jus.br/pages/search
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaPesquisaGeralNovoPortal&pagina=Dicas_de_pesquisa
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaPesquisaGeralNovoPortal&pagina=Dicas_de_pesquisa
https://portal.stf.jus.br/textos/verTexto.asp?servico=jurisprudenciaPesquisaGeralNovoPortal&pagina=Dicas_de_pesquisa
https://jurisprudencia.stf.jus.br/pages/search


Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)



Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

Results Page



Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

Alternatively, use the Federal Supreme Court’s 
Thesaurus of Legal Vocabulary (Vocabulário Jurídico 
(Tesauro)): 
https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/tesauro/pesquisa.asp

https://portal.stf.jus.br/jurisprudencia/tesauro/pesquisa.asp


Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

Same search term: “habeas corpus”



Case Law Research (Jurisprudência)

Results Page



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

• Government Websites
• Legislative and Legal Information Network 

LexML Brasil (https://www.lexml.gov.br/)   

• Private Subscription
• Revista dos Tribunais Online | Brasil | Thomson 

Reuters

• Private Free Websites
• State Laws:  https://leisestaduais.com.br/

• Municipal Laws: https://leismunicipais.com.br/

• JusBrasil: https://www.jusbrasil.com.br/

https://www.lexml.gov.br/
https://www.lexml.gov.br/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com.br/pt/juridico/revista-dos-tribunais-online.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com.br/pt/juridico/revista-dos-tribunais-online.html
https://leisestaduais.com.br/
https://leismunicipais.com.br/
https://www.jusbrasil.com.br/


Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms
All in one place: Brazilian Legal and Legislative Information Portal — LexML

Manual (in Portuguese) provides a guide on searching:   

https://projeto.lexml.gov.br/documentacao/ManualPesquisaWeb.pdf

https://projeto.lexml.gov.br/documentacao/resumo-em-ingles
https://projeto.lexml.gov.br/documentacao/ManualPesquisaWeb.pdf
https://projeto.lexml.gov.br/documentacao/ManualPesquisaWeb.pdf


Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Search for Law No. 8,150/1990:



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Results Page:



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Entry for Law No. 1,850/1990:



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms
Video on Normas.leg.br

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pda5QWrZ-jY


Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Revista dos Tribunais Online (subscription database):



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Revista dos Tribunais Online (subscription database):



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Revista dos Tribunais Online (subscription database):



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Revista dos Tribunais Online (subscription database):



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Revista dos Tribunais Online (subscription database):



Brazilian Multi-Source Legal Research Platforms

Revista dos Tribunais Online (subscription database):



Brazilian Law Library Digital Collections
• Superior Court of Justice (STJ) – Biblioteca Digital Jurídica (BDJur). Created in 2005.  It has about 145 thousand items, and includes STJ legislation and documents, course materials, articles, 
periodicals, and books. https://bdjur.stj.jus.br/jspui/ ; https://consorciobdjur.stj.jus.br/vufind/

• Federal Supreme Court (STF) – Biblioteca Digital do STF. Created in 2006.  It has about 2900 items, and includes jurisprudence, doctrine, and STF publications.  
https://bibliotecadigital.stf.jus.br/xmlui/ 

• Superior Electoral Court (TSE) – Biblioteca Digital da Justiça Eleitoral. Created in 2015.  It has about 8 thousand items and includes TSE legislation, doctrine, and institutional publications.  
https://bibliotecadigital.tse.jus.br/xmlui/ 

• Labor Court (TST) – Biblioteca Digital da Justiça do Trabalho (Juslaboris). Created in 2010.  It has about 39 thousand items and includes legislation, doctrine, and publications of the institution.  
https://juslaboris.tst.jus.br/ 

• Superior Military Court (STM) – Repositório Institucional - Integra-JMU. Created in 2018. It has about 13 thousand items and includes legislation, jurisprudence, doctrine, and institutional 
publications.  https://dspace.stm.jus.br/xmlui/discover 

• Federal Regional Court of the 1st Region (TRF1) – Biblioteca Digital do TRF1 da 1ª Região (BDTRF).  Created in 2014.  It has about 225,000 items and includes publications, jurisprudence, and 
doctrine specific to TRF1.  https://portal.trf1.jus.br/dspace/ 

• Federal Senate – Biblioteca Digital do Senado Federal.  Created in 2006.  It has around 299 thousand items and includes legislation, journals, rare books, and other publications from the Federal 
Senate.  https://www2.senado.leg.br/bdsf/ 

• Chamber of Deputies – Biblioteca Digital da Câmara dos Deputados.  Created in 2009.  It has about 6 thousand items and it includes legislation, congressional records, rare and archival 
documents, videos,  institutional doctrine and publications.  https://bd.camara.leg.br/bd/ ;  https://bd.camara.leg.br/bd/handle/bdcamara/18907 

Source: Accessing Brazilian Legislative and Judicial Information: Review https://lawlibrariansmonitoringcovid19.wordpress.com/2021/10/31/accessing-brazilian-legislative-and-judicial-information-review/

https://bdjur.stj.jus.br/jspui/
https://consorciobdjur.stj.jus.br/vufind/
https://bibliotecadigital.stf.jus.br/xmlui/
https://bibliotecadigital.stf.jus.br/xmlui/
https://bibliotecadigital.tse.jus.br/xmlui/
https://bibliotecadigital.tse.jus.br/xmlui/
https://juslaboris.tst.jus.br/
https://juslaboris.tst.jus.br/
https://dspace.stm.jus.br/xmlui/discover
https://portal.trf1.jus.br/dspace/
https://www2.senado.leg.br/bdsf/
https://bd.camara.leg.br/bd/
https://bd.camara.leg.br/bd/handle/bdcamara/18907
https://lawlibrariansmonitoringcovid19.wordpress.com/2021/10/31/accessing-brazilian-legislative-and-judicial-information-review/


Monitoring Brazilian Law
●General

○Global Legal Monitor on Brazil (U.S. Library of Congress)
○Consultor Jurídico (conjur.com.br) - Lista de Seções (List of Sections) ; Quem 

Somos (About) (Free Brazilian Non-Government Website)
●Topic Specific Examples 

○Brazil – Monitoring the Legal Response to COVID-19 in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (wordpress.com)

○Law in Brazil - DLA Piper Global Data Protection Laws of the World 
(dlapiperdataprotection.com) 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/global-legal-monitor/?all=true&fa=location:brazil
https://www.conjur.com.br/
https://www.conjur.com.br/secoes
https://www.conjur.com.br/a/quem_somos
https://www.conjur.com.br/a/quem_somos
https://lawlibrariansmonitoringcovid19.wordpress.com/2020/05/05/brazil/
https://lawlibrariansmonitoringcovid19.wordpress.com/2020/05/05/brazil/
https://www.dlapiperdataprotection.com/index.html?t=law&c=BR
https://www.dlapiperdataprotection.com/index.html?t=law&c=BR


Special Thank You to the 
Brazilian Contributors 

● Daniela Majorie Akama dos Reis, PhD e Mestra em Ciência da 
Informação – UNESP (LinkedIn – danielaakamareis) 

● Eduardo Soares, Senior Foreign Law Specialist, Global Legal 
Research Center, Law Library of Congress, United States

● Marília Mello, Director, Library of the Federal Court 1st Region, 
Brazil (Email - mariliasmello@gmail.com)



Questions & Answers
Karina Condra
kcondra@law.du.edu

Abby Dos Santos
adossantos@capdale.com

Juan-Andrés Fuentes
jfuentes@law.harvard.edu

Caitlin Hunter
hunter@law.ucla.edu

Marcelo Rodríguez
marcelorod@arizona.edu

Sergio Stone
sstone2@law.stanford.edu

    Muito Obrigado

     Image source: Wikicommons 
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