@ INVERURIE & BENNACHIE

The Garioch Area of Aberdeenshire council in the “Heart of
Aberdeenshire” is best known for its rich archaeological heritage. There
are many sites of interest which are very accessible. In contrast to the
hills, woodlands and Iron and Stone Age sites, small villages sit quietly
on the banks of the Rivers Don and Urie. Its proximity to Aberdeen
makes it a popular place to live and also a very accessible place for
Aberdonians for day visits. The Bennachie Range is the focal point of the
area. Mither Tap is one of its many summits and includes the remains of
an lron Age fort.

Most of the cycle routes described in this leaflet have been designed to
cater for all ages and abilities and where possible, off-road, family and
commuter routes have been selected. Some routes require more effort
than others.

The routes in this leaflet show distance, effort required and tourist
attractions. Most routes use the quieter roads but may involve short
stretches of main ‘A’ roads to continue the route. Great care should be
taken at all times whilst cycling, particularly on these busy stretches of
road. Please let large vehicles pass and remember you may encounter
forestry operations off-road. Please keep well clear and observe signs
and diversions for your safety.

We advise that you also take an O.S map with you. While the routes
featured follow quiet roads and key features have been identified, an
O.S map will guide you further in the area. LandRanger 1:50,000 Nos
29,37,38 and 43.

To plan any journeys using public transport visit
www.travelinescotland.com or call 0871 200 22 33.

Oldmeldrum

Inverurie

Kintore

Westhill  Aberdeen

For information on the health benefits of cycling and safety
advice please visit: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/cycling

If you require further copies of our cycling maps or would like to
give any feedback please contact:

The Travel Planning Officer

Aberdeenshire Council

Infrastructure Services

Woodhill House

Westburn Road

Aberdeenshire

ABI6 5GB

Tel: 01224 664773

Email: transportation@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/transportation

Tourist information
For up-to-date information on Aberdeen City & Shire, contact
the Visitor Information Centre in Aberdeen at:

23 Union Street

Aberdeen

ABI| 5BP

Tel: 01224 288828

Email: aberdeen.information@yvisitscotland.com
www.aberdeen-grampian.com
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INSCH TO OYNE
B, — (19 miles full circuit, 6 miles Insch/Picardy Stone, 4 miles Oyne) |..
Easy to Moderate

= Featured route on-road
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Excellent family route with a number of options allowing gilcqiietietial]

you to explore the many ancient sites located around the

Garioch area Burryhillock

Overhall Farmhouse
Start point: Insch town centre. ‘Cherry Tree Cottage
Points of interest

@ Picardy Stone: Thought to date from a period between 0 Kilometres
the 4th and 9th centuries the stone is incised with the double
disc and Z-rod, serpent and Z-rod and mirror symbols. L ifiete 0 Miles
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THE “GREAT INVERURIE BIKE RIDE”
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;/g’;ﬁfm' el @ Pitfitchie Castle: Dating back to around 1560 the
Sdningat Wood /| castle is dominated by the circular angle tower of the
Point of interest Pl Farmhouss main castle keep. Following partial collapse in 1936,
Take care West Main the castle is now fully restored.

Failway with staton o @ Bennachie Visitor Centre: Open 10.30am - 5pm
e during the summer and 9.30am - 4pm through the
winter and closed every Monday. The centre provides
excellent Interactive information about the social and
0 Miles natural history, fauna and wildlife of Bennachie.
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OLDMELDRUM TO OLD RAYNE
(26 miles) Easy to Moderate 7 W \
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- A circular route linking the villages of Oldmeldrum and Old

ocherford sy Sunnyside of \ Farmhouse | Rayne. Some uphill sections, mainly on quiet roads.
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WESTHILL - “THE DRUM CASTLE ROUND”
(20 miles) Easy to Moderate
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Loch of Skene (Kayaking)
\ el

An ideal route close to Aberdeen. Within minutes you
can enjoy the magnificent scenery of Aberdeenshire,
views of Loch of Skene, the Grampians and Bennachie.

Start point: Westhill shopping centre.

Points of interest

@ Loch of Skene: An extensive, shallow loch home to a
wide range of birds, especially geese in autumn and
winter.

@ Drum Castle: Cited as the oldest intact building in
the care of the National Trust for Scotland, the Keep is
one of the three oldest surviving tower houses in
Scotland. Occupied from 1323, the castle was the home
of the Irvine family for 650 years until 1975 when it
became a trust property.
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Featured route on-road

National Cycle Network route number
Start point indicating direction
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MIDMAR - DUNECHT
(22 miles) Moderate

PITFICHIE

FOREST

Brankinentum
Wood

Enzean Cottages

West Stoneyfield Cottage

0 Kilometres

0 Miles
Moor of Mains

B993}—

“iCraigmyle Wood
Wreaton Farm

N

3 L~

; =

Kirktown j/ood //

Wood /Bridgefoot
/ Cottages

/

Nether Inver Cottage = /

Knowhead (/
0ld Crow \\\

Wood )
Balvack Cottage VJ Wood )
o

)—Q} Tor E@L/,/G 4
=7 B Woodend -

Farmhouse 4

Upper Swinton
Wood

Featured route on-road

Start point indicating direction

Todlachie Wood
Tombeg

Cottages . .
Point of interest

Take care

o
©
A

Waood of Balvack

Ton Burn @
unningar
Wood

Gardener's Cottage Lauchintilly Wood

Backhill
Farmhouse

<)
West Main: @

Cottages

= iss Bristow's Wood
Bristow Cottage! &

Lumphanan Hj|
Gallow Hill P

: 7 Glack'Wood
Douglas Burn

Nether Sauchen Backhill of
Farm 3 Glack

B993
Corskie

Blackstock Stable Cottage N Wood Hill of Corskie /|

P == E e BUA_ Cottage
- B977
Sors )
Craigenlow Cottage A944 '\D\l}"ex Woo,
P —, s

Tillyfoddie,
Wood

nockfullertree

Cottage Cairndaie Farm

Scaur N
Wood Dunechtlodge:-

- ? Waoo
Mil OvaneJ Dairy Wood
Farmhouse
L

Barmekin

Carsluchie i )
Craig-na-laoigh- Cottage
Wood

Wood

p

J Marywell
Wood

Bankhead
0ld Reservoir Wood

Hind Hill

Culfosie g 7
Cottage

i Barmekin
Bethlin Wood

Bungalow

Garden Wood FE/
o gl
CAillymannoch
ood
Barmekin
Tillybirloch Hill
Wood

South Lodge

Upper Mains Monecht Cottages

Hill of
Cnnege

Bandodle
Calton Hill

Brae Cottage /\
Myriewi@ll Wood

3 reentree Ech |
. ] B9119 ) Sunhoney GLUdgte c 7t‘ B9119

The Manor House Cottage

Auchmore Farm
BridgebankCottage

Millof Hole Hous8 North Kirkion Waofle

a

oA
Craigshannacbﬁrm

M1 DMAR \
—

FOREST Marketmuir Wooq /
Hill of Fare Vd

Greymore Burn /

Backstrip Wood
Hillbrae Cottage wBurn
This is a challenging route through attractive villages \

and castles. Wester Jillyshogle ’
[
|

Start point: The Square, Monymusk.

Points of interest

@ Castle Fraser: The most elaborate Z-plan castle in
Scotland and one of the grandest ‘Castles of Mar'. The
castle is also thought to be haunted. There are 300

acres of beautiful grounds. L
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