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Is a Palestinian non-governmental, civil institution that works to support Palestinian political prisoners held in Israeli and Palestinian prisons. Established in 1992 by a group of
activists interested in human rights, the center offers free legal aid to political prisoners, advocates their rights at the national and international level, and works to end torture
and other violations of prisoners’ rights through monitoring, legal procedures and solidarity campaigns.

1. Legal Aid Unit: Since its founding, Addameer’s legal aid work has formed the backbone of the organization’s work, with Addameer’s lawyers providing free legal
representation and advice to hundreds of Palestinian detainees and their families every year, and working on precedent-setting cases of torture, fair trials and other
violations affecting political prisoners.

2. Documentation and Research Unit: Addameer documents violations committed against Palestinian detainees and monitors their detention conditions through regular
prison visits, and collects detailed statistics and information on detainees, which serve as the basis for its annual and thematic publications.

3. Advocacy and Lobbying Unit: Addameer’s advocacy work is aimed primarily at the international community, with the unit publishing statements and urgent appeals
on behalf of detainees, briefing international delegations and the media, and submitting reports and individual complaints to the United Nations, urging stakeholders to
pressure Israel to change its policies. The unit also works towards building local, Arab and international solidarity campaigns to oppose arbitrary detention and torture
while supporting the rights of Palestinian prisoners.

4. Training and Awareness Unit: Addameer raises local awareness of prisoners’ rights on three levels: by training Palestinian lawyers on the laws and procedures used in
Israeli military courts; by increasing the prisoners’ own knowledge of their rights; and by reviving grassroots human rights activism and volunteerism and working closely
with community activists to increase their knowledge of civil and political rights from an international humanitarian law and international human rights perspective.

Addameer believes in the importance of building a free and democratic Palestinian society based on justice, equality, rule of law and respect for human rights within the larger
framework of the right to self-determination. Addameer’s work is based on a belief in the universality of human rights as enshrined in international law.

. End torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment inflicted upon Palestinian prisoners;

. Abolish the death penalty;

. End arbitrary detentions and arrests;

. Guarantee fair, impartial and public trials;

. Support political prisoners and their families by providing them with legal aid and social and moral assistance and undertaking advocacy on their behalf;
. Push for legislations that guarantee human rights and basic freedoms and ensure their implementation on the ground;

. Raise awareness of human rights and rule of law issues in the local community;

. Ensure respect for democratic values in the local community, based on political diversity and freedom of opinion and expression;

. Lobby for international support and solidarity for Palestinians’ legitimate rights.

Addameer has been actively involved in the development of Palestinian civil society since its establishment-Anparticular, in its‘fole.as an executive member of the Palestinian
NGO Network and the Palestinian Council of Human Rights Organizations, Addameer plays an important role in structuring the respoense of civil society to human rights
violations, as well as directing strategies for increased community awareness. This has also placed the association jin a unique position because of its strong commitment
and relationship to the local community. Community involvement remains the backbone of the organization, in the form of volunteerism and-support for all activities of the
association and its campaigns.

Addameer strives to be more than a service-oriented association, but rather a resource for the local and international community to address human rights violations. In that
regard, Addameer also works closely with international human rights organizations such as Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, OMCT and FIDH to provide regular
information on the situation of Palestinian political detainees.



Addameer has new priorities of work in 2019 at the internal level, Addameer will develop the internal
reporting system as well as the database that updates the documentation of work, particularly for the
Legal Unit and the Research and Documentation Unit. Addameer will develop its follow-up mechanisms
for both cases of released and arrested female and child prisoners through cooperating with relevant
associations specialized on providing psychosocial support for female detainees and ex-detainees. As
Addameer has a strong network with local- based organisations, it will develop a referral mechanism for
cases in need of support to relevant institutions. This would help Addameer to follow-up on the cases of
released women and child prisoners, especially to ensure that the released prisoners receive the most
possible help upon their release. Further, this follow- up would help Addameer in its documentation
and studies.

As a result to the increasing number of cases received by Addameer as well as the escalations that took
place in the Israeli prisons and detention centers against Palestinian prisoners, Addameer changed
its monthly staff meeting to a weekly one. These meetings help the different units to summarize the
latest updates and key points in regard to the Palestinian prisoners in terms of arrests, detention of
conditions and media updates and to transpose the outputs of the meetings into a Unit specfic weekly
action plan in order to improve the internal communication and ensure the complementarity of work
among Addameer’s different units.
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Addameer’s general assembly member Ms. Khalida Jarrar, who is also a member in the Palestinian
Legislative Council, was arrested in 2 June 2017 and held in administrative detention without charge
or trial. She received two renewal orders of her detention period until she was released on the 28
February 2019.

Addameer’s chairperson Mr. Abdul- Latif Gheith is banned from leaving Jerusalem (his residential place).
This ban order prohibits him from visiting the West Bank as well as travelling abroad.

Currently, there are at least 3 of Addameer’s staff who are banned from leaving the West Bank and thus
travelling abroad or getting a permission to visit Jerusalem. Other former Addameer staff members
have also been arrested during the years of work of Addameer.

Additionally, Addameer lawyers are constantly subject to the restrictions from Israeli Prison Service,
especially during particular events such collective and individual hunger strikes, boycott campaigns
of Israeli military courts and during aggressive attacks against Palestinian prisoners/ detainees by the
Israeli special forces. The lawyers are also frequently prohibited to conduct monitoring and legal visits
to Palestinian prisoners/ detainees.

Moreover, many challenges remain that prevent Addameer from providing legal support to Palestinian
political prisoners arrested by the PA. The challenges lie mainly in the difficulty of accessing
information (i.e. taking a photocopy of the detention order) and of conducting visitations to PA prisons
and detention centers. This makes it difficult to document the list of political prisoners and to collect
affidavits. Moreover, the majority of released prisoners tortured by the PA security forces refuse to
submit complaints to avoid possible repercussions.
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Israeli- led incitement campaign against Addameer and other Palestinian Human Rights Organisations
(PHROC) has continued increasingly. Israeli-led media outlets attack many Palestinian human rights
organizations including Addameer by allegedly linking them to terrorism. Israeli-led attacks also
incorporate de-funding strategies that includes reaching out to the donors of Palestinian human rights
organizations and convince them to halt financial support.

Palestinian Human Rights organizations, including Addameer, are under continuous Israeli-led attacks
that take different forms of false accusations, incitement, defamation, smear campaigns and de-funding
strategies against the reputation and credibility of these organizations. These attacks aim at silence,
delegitimization and de-funding Palestinian human rights organizations. In response, the PHROC and
PNGO organizations published a position paper' against Israeli continuous attacks. As well, Palestinian
CSOs organized workshops to frame a Palestinian strategy against Israeli incitement campaigns.

As part of this policy, the personal safety of Addameer staff has been threatened and attacked. In 8
September 2018, the IOF arrested Addameer’s legal unit coordinator Ayman Nasser during a night
raid at his home in the village of Safa near Ramallah. The Israeli military governor issued against him a
6-month administrative detention order. In 8 March, the military governor renewed the administrative
detention for another 6 months.'®

Furthermore, Israeli arrested Addameer’s Field Researcher in Jerusalem Mr. Salah Hamouri on 3
August 2017. He was also held under administrative detention. Mr. Hammouri received a renewal of
the administrative order twice in February and July 2018 until he was released in 1 October 2018.

15 The position paper published by PHROC (The Palestinian Human Rights Organization Council) and PNGO (Palestinian Non- Governmental
Organizations Network), entitled ‘Position Paper on the Ongoing Campaign to Silence, Delegitimize, and De-fund Palestinian Civil Society Organizations
and Human Rights Defenders’. The position paper is available at: http://www.annd.org/data/file/files/PHROC%20and%20PNGO%20position%20paper%20
March%202018-pdf.pdf
16 The arrest of Addameer Legal Unit Coordinator; http://www.addameer.org/news/israeli-military-court-extends-administrative-detention-human-rights-
defender-ayman-nasser-5
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Addameer managed to secure the annual financial budget for the year 2018. Addameer works vigorously
in order to ensure the financial sustainability of the organisation through strengthening their relations
with existing partners and reaching out to new donors.

Additionally, Addameer secured a second phase in some projects and extended the funding for 2 to
3 years, particularly with the financial support from the Basque government and the Navarra local
government in Spain. Moreover, Addameer succeeded in securing fund for the organization through
reaching out to a new donor, the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC).
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organized a special focus group composed of
female ex-detainees and members of families
of prisoners for the purpose of evaluating the
work of Addameer and the implementation of
activities. In the evaluation, Addameer gave a
special interest to assess its role in strengthening
the role of Palestinian females and ensuring that
all activities are conducted with respect to its
gender-equality policy. Furthermore, Addameer
discussed with its partners and beneficiaries the
best practices to improve its support to female
beneficiaries in an effective way that responds
to their needs.

Addameer internal policy is built in respect to
gender- equality, half of the staff are composed
of females including 4 of the board members.
Addameer ensures that legal, documentation
and advocacy activities are conducted with
respect to a gender-sensitive approach.

Addameer special focus of work is to defend
the rights of Palestinian political prisoners/
detainees mainly through advocacy, legal
support, documentation and raising- awareness.
Addameer ensures to play a constructive
role within the Palestinian society in terms
of strengthening and protecting the role of
Palestinian females. In Addama’er Youth Group,
Addameer  esnures to have equal gender
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representation. The participants of Addama’er
Youth Group are 50% females. Further, Addameer
ensures that both female and male trainers and
lecturers give Addama’er’s sessions, workshops
and trainings. In the ‘Know your Rights’ program,
Addameer encourages the participation of female
students, family members and others. Therefore,
in most of the ‘Know your Rights’ sessions, around
half of the attendants are females.

Addameer is a human rights organization that
works to defend the rights of Palestinian political
prisoners/ detainees, with a focus on victims
of torture, on an equal basis and regardless of
race, colour, gender, language, religion, political
affiliation or sexual orientation. Addameer applies
and respects the basic human rights standards at
both the level of its legal work and at the internal
level. Addameer’s article of association and
bylaws protects and ensures the application of
international human rights standards at both the
legal work and internal level. Addameer has a zero-
tolerance policy with any act of discrimination
within its work environment.



L ™

Towards the end of 2017 and the beginning of 2018, Addameer went through an external evaluation
conducted by GRIP Consultancy firm. This included 3 workshop activities with focus groups on released
male prisoners, released female prisoners and child prisoners. The recommendations and suggestions
collected from ex-prisoners and detainees were taken into consideration in the formulation of activities,
building the annual work plan for 2019 and in framing the strategic framework. The purpose of these
workshops was to first ensure the fulfillment of the actual needs of the target groups. It also aimed to
enhance evaluation focused on developing the legal services provided by Addameer with focus on the
interrogation phase to ensure comprehensive protection against torture throughout all phases and
aspects of detention.

The main purpose of the evaluation was to assess the effectiveness of the organization’s structure,
policies and procedures in respect to its overall mission and goals and to provide the management
and governing bodies of Addameer with an assessment of the strategic plan and its effectiveness. In
response to the recommendations of the external evaluation, Addameer decided not to restructure
the units and programs of the organisation as it was found the change does not currently comply with
the financial and administrative frameworks of the organization. Secondly, Addameer reframed the
outcomes and outputs in @ more organized manner. This reframing is more effective and has helped
Addameer to oversee the indicators of its activities.

Addameer’s general assembly periodic meeting was conducted in June 2018. In the meeting, the
annual administration and financial reports for the year 2017 were submitted to the assembly.

Addameer adopts measures to prevent gender inequality and works to promote gender equality in all
its activities and in its administrative and management conduct. In its evaluation, Addameer-invited
organizations and movements specialized in defending the rights of women. In addition, Addameer
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During the year 2018, Addameer continued to conduct trainings for its staff as part of building capacity

and improving the quality of Addameer legal, advocacy and documentation and research work and
activities. Addameer conducted the following trainings during 2018:

- Training on legal mechanisms to document torture and submit local and international
complaints.

- Training on documentation of psychological effects of torture in accordance to Istanbul
protocol.

- Training on SPSS to improve statistics of studies and researches.
- Conducting a workshop on the best practices for defending arrested children in
Israeli military courts jointly with DCI-Palestine organisation.

Furthermore, Addameer is constantly providing capacity-building programs and trainings for its staff
by nominating them to participate in external local and international training programs.

- Participation in workshop with the Palestinian Economic Policy Research-MAS on the
situation of human right in Jerusalem.

- 12 September 2018: Addameer Advocacy Officer Attended a workshop on torture and
shadow reports organized by Hurriyat and PNGO.

-~ The GRIP Consultancy Company conducted a two days training to strengthen the
monitoring and evaluation skills among the Addameer’s staff.
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Addameer is especially focusing on female detainees and ex-detainees. In this respect, Addameer
Is considering building a special program to provide pyscho-social support to female prisoners.
Addameer will organize this program in collaboration with local specialized associations. Addameer
is also working on submitting joint proposals with specialized psycho-social support associations to
initiate new projects that are particularly focused on providing social support to female ex-detainees.
This program requires financial support that Addameer seeks to secure through addressing its local
and international partners.
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Through its educational programs “Addama’er’ and the “Know your Rights” workshops, Addameer
gives a special focus in engaging law students. Addameer is interested in building a legal knowledge
surrounding the issue of Palestinians prisoners among Palestinian society and particularly young
students of law. Throughout the year, Addameer developed its cooperation with Al-Quds University
and Birzeit University. Addameer also worked in opening doors for future cooperation with Al- Najah
and Hebron Universities.

Al-Quds University'?: Addameer developed a yearly cooperation with the Legal Clinic of Al-Quds
University. During the year, Addameer delivered 3 lectures in October and two in November to law
students at Al-Quds University reaching a total of 14 hours of instruction. The lectures covered the
following topics; an introduction to legal procedures in Israeli military courts, administrative detention,
torture and international standards of documentation and others.

Birzeit University'®: Addameer and the Law Faculty of Birzeit University jointly organized a two-day
program for law students at the university. Two 8 hour lectures were conducted in November. The first
included an introduction to legal procedures in Israeli military courts and administrative detention,
while the second introduced the international legal mechanisms of documentation.™

12 See annex 2 attached at the end of the report for further details on the training sessions conducted at Al-Quds University.
13 See annex 3 attached to this report for further details on the training sessions conducted at Birzeit University.
14 A field visit to Ofar Military court was planned on 15 December. Addameer decided to postpone the visit to the next year due to the escalation of

settler violence in the main roads.
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Know your Rights program™

The objective of the Know Your Rights educational program is to raise awareness by targeting different
social segments (youth, law students, children and families) and introduce them to the rights of
prisoners/ detainees during the different phases of arrest and the legal mechanisms to advocate
for these rights. Furthermore, Addameer’s Know Your Rights Program objective is to strengthening
awareness amongst Palestinian communities on their civil and political rights.

Addameer conducts the Know your Rights sessions in different cities, villages and refugee camps in
the West Bank and Jerusalem. Each month, Addameer selects an area that is subject to high levels of
arrest and contacts a local council or a center to facilitate arranging the session inside the targeted
village or city. During the year 2018, 14 sessions were conducted and a total of 463 persons attended
these workshops in the West Bank and Jerusalem. The ‘Know your Rights’ sessions in Jerusalem were
conducted in partnership with Terre des Hommes-Italy organization with who Addameer conducted 7
sessions in the villages of Silwan, Beit Hanina, Al- Essawiyeh and in Wadi Al- Joz area in Jerusalem. 6 of
these sessions were conducted in primary and secondary schools and targeted children. Addameer
also conducted 7 sessions in the West Bank.

11 See annex 1 attached to this report for further details on the ‘Know your Rights’ sessions during 2018.
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Addama’er training sessions started in September with two training sessions per month. During the
year, Adama’er attended a total of 40 hours in trainings and workshops delivered by trainers and
experts from Addameer as well as external experts and professionals. Among the trainings and activities
organized for Addama’er; raising legal awareness on the issue of Palestinian prisoners, a training on
communication, workshops on building advocacy campaigns and legal training on the human rights
conventions with focus on the international convention on Civil and Political Rights.°

10 The sessions planned to be held in December were postponed due to the political situation and the threats of settler violence especially on the roads.
For the safety of participants, Addameer decided to postpone the sessions to January 2019.
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Addameer has a social responsibility towards the Palestinian communities, particularly the villages
and cities that are in acute need of Addameer’s legal expertise. Through Addama’er training program,
Addameer reaches out to youth at the undergraduate level from different areas in the West Bank and
Jerusalem building their capacities to act as human rights defenders within their communities. The

purpose is to prepare local leaders and provide them with sufficient knowledge in order to organize
efforts to protect and raise community awareness of civil and political rights.

Addama’er training program is an annual educational program that specifically addresses youth from
areas that are subject to high levels of arrests. In 2018, Addameer decided to select participants from
Hebron due to the various and daily human rights violations and arrests that take place in the city of
Hebron and the district.

In May 2018, Addameer Training and Awareness Unit conducted an evaluation of the Addama’er
program in previous years with the purpose of assessing the compliance of the program’s activities
with Addama’er objectives. In June, Addameer announced a call for the application to the Addama’er
program with the help of several social and youth centers and universities in Hebron such as the
Hebron University, Polytechnic University and Al-Aroub University in order to ensure that Addama’er
program reaches a wide range of interested students.

During the screening process, the applicants were divided into two groups of which both groups
undertook an interview in the 19 August and 2 September 2018. The Coordinator of the Training and
Awareness Unit and an external consultant whose role was to supervise the conduct of Addama’er
program in addition to an Addameer field researcher interviewed the students and helped to prepare
the final list of the 14 selected applications.
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Addameer Advocacy Unit published 4 quarterly newsletters that contained recent updates on the
situation of Palestinian political prisoners and detainees.

* Quarterly Newsletter- October- December 2017
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/newsletter _oct - dec2 0.pdf

* Quarterly Newsletter- January- March 2018
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/newsletter jan - march.pdf

* Quarterly Newsletter- July- September 2018
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/newsletter _july - september.pdf

* Quarterly Newsletter- October- December 2018
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/newsletter october - december.pdf

Addameer’s Advocacy Unit published a total of 11 factsheets in 2018, of which 6 were translated
to Arabic and 4 to Spanish. The factsheets covered a wide range of topics such as the arrest of
PLC members, women in detention, and Jerusalemite children in detention, military courts, torture,
administrative detention and detention conditions. These factsheets were disseminated through the
mailing list, social media platforms and the website.

http://www.addameer.org/publications/factsheets
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videos posted on the Facebook page (for 3 seconds or more) in the same period. Also, around 47%
of the page fans were women and 52% were men. The page had a total of 133 posts during the year.

As for the Arabic facebook page, the followers increased from 11,229 at the end of 2017 to 16,033
by 31 December 2018. Further, the followers of the page increased from 11,223 to 15,984. Within the
period of 01 January to 31 December 2018, there were 290,750 total of impressions and 189,714
reach to our ports. (including photos, statement posts, and infographics). There were 14,800 views of
videos posted on the Facebook page (for 3 seconds or more) in the same period. The page had a total
of 205 posts during the year.

At the end of the year, Facebook reported that Addameer’s majority of followers come from Palestine,
US, UK, France, Italy, Jordan, Egypt, and Spain. The languages of fans are reported as follows: English
(US), followed by English (UK), Arabic, French (France), Spanish (Spain), Italian, Spanish (general),
Portuguese (Brazil), German and lastly, Dutch. The fact that French is a widely used languages of
Addameer Facebook followers encourages Addameer to develop its media to incorporate this language.

Addameer’s Spanish Website this year had increased publications since Addameer had two interns
during the year who worked on translating and publishing materials in the Spanish language. Also,
some publications were translated by Addameer partners SudePaz.

Publications

In 2018, Addameer’s Advocacy Unit published 4 new profiles and updated another 4 profiles. The
prisoners profiles were published at Addameer website and shared on Addameer mail list and social
media platforms. The prisoners profiles are considered an effective method to raise awareness about
individual cases of prisoners and their experiences in the different phases of arrest. Each profile
includes a legal analysis of the prisoner case. The cases chosen included PLC members, administrative
detainees, female detainees, human rights defenders, journalists, child detainees, a school teacher
held in administrative detention, and university students.
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As part of Addameer strategy to strengthen awareness at the local level about the issue of Palestinian
prisoners. Two Radio episodes were broadcasted in 2018 at Raya FM radio station; the first was
broadcasted on 17 April 2018 of which Addameer spoke about the detention conditions and violations
faced by administrative detainees and the boycott campaign of Israeli military courts that they
launched from February to October 2018. The Radio episode received responses from the Committee
of Administrative Detainees in Prisons. The second radio episode was broadcasted twice on 11t and 13"
of September 2018. Addameer shed the light on the challenges faced by Palestinian female prisoners
in Israeli prisons and detention centers with focus on the experiences of women and girls during the
different phases of arrest.

During 2018, Addameer published 69 press releases and news items in both Arabic and English, an
average of 5-7 per month. The press statements and news items were published through Addameer’s
website, mailing list and social media platforms. Addameer news included recent issues related to the
human rights situation of Palestinian prisoners and detainees as well as activities conducted by Addameer.
Press releases also marked significant occasions such as Palestinian Prisoner Day, International Day in
Support of Victims of Torture and Human Rights Day. Various press releases were published jointly with
local partners and coalitions such as PHROC, PNGO, Al-Haqg, DCI-Palestine and others.

Addameer’s followers on our Facebook page in English increased from 22,765 followers at the end of
2017 to 28,111 by 31 December 2018. As for likes, they were increased from 22,898 to 28,137. Within
the period of 01 January to 31 December 2018, there were 364,900 total impressions and 255,218
reach to our ports (including photos, statement posts, and infographics). There were 10,833 views of
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The interviews covered different topics on prisoners issues; detention conditions, accountability,
administrative detention, female prisoners, students’ arrests, extrajudicial killings, collective punishment,
administrative detention, the boycott campaign of military courts and the new committee to worsen
prison conditions formed by the Israeli minister Erdan.

Addameer published 3 videos during 2018,
the first one is a short film about torture
committed against Palestinian prisoners with
the title We Grow Hope, this video sheds the
light into Israeli practices of torture in the last
50 years and it was released on 18 April 2018
and has an Arabic version of it. The second is
a 23-minutes documentary film that portrays
several stories about ex-prisoners. The film’s
title is Scars of Freedom and was released
on 14 October 2018. The final one is a short
video of Addameer Director Sahar Francis
explaining the recent Israeli death penalty
bill, it was released on 9 December 2018.

The unit found that the majority of people are more interactive with information delivered in visual
forms. Thus, Addameer decided to increase its visual production in the year 2019 to 4 short videos
and 2 films.

*  We Grow Hope: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw0OKeYleM4U
» Scars of Freedom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNJtdfdvEhO&t=3s
* Death Penalty Bill: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MXEee7M6ms
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Project, Sister Paulette Group, Action Aid, Dream Defenders from the U.S, and solidarity groups from
France, the US, UK, Denmark and Spain. Briefings have been proved to be an effective tool to raise
awareness and create potential engagements in the future, as some of the briefed groups suggested
to organize activities in their home countries upon their return.

- The Oxford University Students organized an event upon their return from Palestine to
speak about Palestinian prisoners.

- American Students filmed the brief and screened it in their university upon their return.

- A British teacher who was participant in one of the groups lectured his students about
Palestinian prisoners.

Additionally, Addameer coordinated for a total of 12 visits to Israeli military courts to 67 individuals.
Those people came from different countries including the US, UK, Ireland, Brazil, Italy, Spain, France
and Palestine.

Media

Addameer staff members took part in 129 interviews with local and international media agencies. This
high number of media outlets and agencies reaching out to Addameer reflects Addameer credibility
and status as one of the key sources to the issues of prisoners. International Media outlets included
Russia Today, Brazilian Press, Al- Jazeera, Press TV, Radio France, The Real News, Voice of the Cape News
Radio, KBK, The Telegraph, ABC Australia, Sky News, Agerpres, Treyf Podcast, Zeit Online, The Daily Beast
and many others. Local and Arabic media outlets included Al- Shams Radio, Al-Aseer Radio, Angham
Radio, Maan News, Alam Radio, Laha Magazine, Birzeit University Radio, Al- Mayadeen, Gaza Radio, Radio
Falastine, Al- Ru’uya, Sawt al Ghad, Al-Arabiya, Al- Quds Educational TV, 24 FM Radio and others.
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Furthermore, Addameer held meetings with international partners and human rights organizations
including Adalah, War on Want, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and Save the Children.

International Advocacy Tours:

Addameer organized two speaking tours in the year of 2018. The first one was to the United States and
the second one was to Colombia, two employees from Addameer participated in each of the tours.

United States: 29 July — 15 August 2018: The tour was conducted by the Coordinator of the Advocacy
Unit and the International Advocacy Officer of which it included Capitol Hill meetings, public events,
meetings with NGOs, meetings with UN bodies, participation in the Red Nation’s annual liberation
conference and finally a two-day workshop organized by Addameer. This trip garnered further support
for the campaign launched by DCI Palestine’s ‘No Way to Treat a Child, strengthening Addameer’s
previous partnerships and building new alliances. Furthermore, this trip laid down several activities for
the year ahead. One of these activities is a number of events on prisoners’ day organized in several
States by our previous and new partners. Another activity is updating two previous publications with
Freedom Archives and the Women’s Coalition.

Colombia: Addameer Director participated in a tour in Colombia in October 2018, which was organized
with Addameer partner Paz-Con-Dignidad and Colombian human rights groups working on political
prisoners’ issues. The tour included several public events, meetings with groups and organizations and
meetings with leaders of political parties and diplomats. It also included a visit to a prison that included
meetings and sharing of experiences with around 10 political prisoners.

Briefings to International Delegations and visits to Military Courts

In 2018, Addameer Advocacy Unit held a total of 66 briefings to groups of around 986 participants.
These groups included student delegations from Swarthmore University, Stanford University, Harvard
University and Boston College. As well, groups such as Advanced Training Program on Humanitarian
Aid, The Palestinian American Research Center (PARC), the Eyewitness Group, Interfaith Peace- builders,
FFIP, EAPPI, EAS, ICRC, German Alternative Tourism Group, UK Friends of Palestine, Adalah Justice
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conducted jointly with the Independent Commission
of Human Rights, the Arab Center for the Development
of Social Media, Al-Haqg, the Ministry of Women
Affairs, the Jerusalemite Women'’s Coalition, Birzeit
University, the Palestinian Economic Policy Research,
the MENA Regional Forum, DCI-Palestine, the Legal
Clinic at Al-Quds University and others. These joint
activities covered different topics such as the death
penalty, digital violations, political detention, female
prisoners, child prisoners, human rights situation in
Jerusalem, arbitrary detention, detention conditions,
status of international legal convention in Palestinian
law, governing the security sector, freedom of
expression, administrative detention, torture, families
of prisoners, legal procedures in Israeli military courts
and legal procedures in the PA courts.

Addameer also supported local and international
students, teachers, researchers, journalists and
local and international media agencies with data
and information.

International reach-out and engagement

Addameer international advocacy was active in
2018. Addameer attended a total of 12 advocacy
eventsindifferentcountriesintheworld. Theevents
included mainly panel speaking, conferences and
speaking tours, including activities organized in
the UK and Canada as part of the Israeli Apartheid
Week. In March 2018, Addameer participated in
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an event organized by the Muslim Study Center
in Canada to raise awareness about the issue
of Palestinian prisoners. On April, Addameer
International Advocacy Officer participated inan
event about administrative detention in the city
of Turin in Italy. Furthermore, Addameer’s lawyer
Radi Darwish conducted an advocacy tour for
ten days throughout November in France along
with an formerly detained child to advocate for
the rights of Palestinian children against the
Israeli policy of arresting minors. An intensive
advocacy tour was also conducted in France and
Belgium by Addameer lawyer Salah Hammouri.
Mr. Hammouri spoke about his own detention
experience, administrative detention and the
detention conditions of Palestinian prisoners.
The tour lasted for 15 days and included various
public speaking events, media interviews,
participation in a conference and meetings with
municipalities and local associations.

Addameer also reached out internationally via
Skype in three events. The first was during the
launching of the campaign in France against the
detention of Palestinian Children. The second
was on the occasion of the Prisoners Day on
the 171 of April 2018. The third participation via
Skype was conducted in the framework of the
activities of the Annual Film Festival in Canada.



detention of Palestinian children in Jerusalem.
The workshop was attended by representatives
from the EU office.

Addameer’s lawyer Mr. Radi Darwish attended
the EU parliamentary session on 15 November
2018 during his participation in a speaking tour
in France. Addameer’s lawyer had meetings
with several EU representatives to advocate
for the rights of Palestinian children detained
by IOF. Addameer’s lawyer Mr. Salah Hammouri
also attended several meetings with EU
representatives during a speaking tour in France
and Belgium. The main topic of these meetings
were administrative detention and detention
conditions. The legal researcher of Addameer
also attended a meeting with EU parliamentarians
to discuss links between arrests and the right to
freedom of expression under the PA.

Advocating at the level of Country
representatives

Addameer had several meetings with diplomatic
missions including  Egyptian, Norwegian,
Australian, British, German, Brazilian, Spanish
and Chilean diplomats. In addition, Addameer
conducted meetings with other officials and
government representatives such as the Dutch
human rights minister, the Irish representative
in Palestine, the French Consul in Jerusalem,

36

the Deputy foreign Minister of Germany, the
Deputy Dutch representative in Palestine and
the British political consul. Addameer met with
official delegations including representatives of
the European Coordination of Committees and
Association for Palestine ECCP, a diplomatic
delegation from Ireland, representatives from the
Basque government and two representatives of
political parties in Colombia.

Furthermore, Addameer’s staff briefed to a group
of diplomats from the representative offices in
Palestine on Israeli military courts. In addition,
Addameer was in regular contact with the French
representative office in regards to the case of the
Palestinian/French citizen Salah Hammouri.

Participation in local and international
workshops and conferences
Addameer is an active member in PHROC, PENGO
and local coalitions such as the coalition to monitor
the legislative process, the anti- torture coalition and
others.Throughitsmembershipinthese networksand
coalitions, Addameer works vigorously to contribute
to protecting and promoting human rights in aspects
related to prisoners’ issues as well as other aspects
that affecting the human rights situation in Palestine.
Addameer participated in numerous workshops,
roundtables, panel discussions, conferences and
lectures during the year. These activities were




Addameer’s international advocacy officer participated in the 39" UNHRC session in September
of which she spoke along with Al-Haq, St. Eves, Badil and the Civic Coalition for Jerusalem in a
side-meeting event on the current human rights situation in Palestine.

During the 3 missions, Addameer attended side meetings with country representatives from Croatia,
Ireland, Algeria, Malta, Germany, Hungary, Australia, Italy, Demark, Belgium and representatives
of the EU, OHCHR, PA, the independent Group of Injury as well as the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention, SR on Human Rights Defenders and the Working Group on Freedom of Expression.
Addameer also attended a side meeting with the Special Rapporteur on oPt. The meetings were
centered on providing updates on the administrative detainee’s boycott campaign of Israeli
military courts and to provide a general overview on the issue of Palestinian prisoners as well as
to seek support for a UNHCR resolution that recognizes Israeli practice of administrative detention
as a form of arbitrary detention.

Addameer attended protection cluster meetings with the OHCHR and held individual meetings with
Mr. B. Kayne, the Human Rights officer for information feeding purposes. Addameer maintained
regular communications with the Special Rapporteur on oPt Mr. Michael Lynk and attended a
meeting with him in Jordan to follow- up on the latest development on the issue of Palestinian
prisoners and responsibilities of third states.

Advocating at the level of the EU

Addameer maintained a consistent contact with the EU local missions in oPt through conducting
meetings and sending out of communications regarding the operations of the Israeli courts. These
communications addressed the surroundings of the trial of Ahed Tamimi, the increasing negligence of
prisoners in need of medical care and other topics that came in during the year of 2018.

In 2018, Addameer attended several meetings with EU representatives including a meeting with the
communication officer at the EU commission. In March 2018, Addameer organized a court visit to
an Israeli military court and briefed 15 EU representatives on the Israeli military system.-On July,
Addameer’s Director attended a workshop organized by Terres des Hommes (TdH) organization on the
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Report of International Testimony of 2018: cases of arrests in 2017 and 2018 were collected with a
provision of analysis of the major political and legal events that occurred during that time frame in order
to testify before the International committee of the United Nations on Violations of the Occupation in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
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Participating in the UN Human Rights Council Sessions

Addameer’s diplomatic outreach in Geneva has strengthened this year. Addameer is building a
consistent relationship and engagement with representative offices. This contributes to raising
awareness about the work of Addameer and the issue of Palestinian prisoners. Addameer
participated in the 37%, 38t and 39t sessions of the Human Rights council in March, June and
September of 2018, respectively. In the UNHCR session of March 2018, the coordinator of the
Advocacy and Lobbying Unit sought support for a resolution to recognize administrative detention
as a form of arbitrary detention and highlighted the violations committed by IOF and Israeli Prison
Authority IPS against the rights of Palestinian prisoners. Addameer Coordinator, jointly with Badil
Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights, delivered an oral intervention
under Item 7. In June, Addameer advocacy coordinator also delivered a joint oral intervention
with BADIL and participated in a side event on Gaza of which Addameer spoke about the ‘unlawful
Combatants Law’.
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youth conference. Advocacy at the local level addressed various topics such as torture, the Israeli- led
attacks on Palestinian human rights organizations, administrative detention and others.

Through participation in these local events, Addameer brought the issue of Palestinian prisoners to the
forefront and aimed at engaging local actors and partners to initiate joint work and collective activities
to promote with the rights of Palestinian prisoners.

Advocacy at the UN level

Addameer engagement with the UN is reflected at various levels. In 2018, Addameer had 27 submissions
to different UN bodies including 22 international complaints submitted via the UN Human Rights Special
Procedures mechanisms on Israeli violations. These complaints were submitted at the individual
and collective levels on behalf of women detainees, victims of torture and ill-treatment, journalists,
injured prisoners and children. Six individual complaints were submitted to the Working Group against
Administrative Detention on behalf of 6 prisoners of which two of them are members of the Palestinian
Legislative Council (PLC). Five international complaints were submitted to the Committee against Torture
on behalf of a child detainee, an administrative detainee, a journalist and victims of torture and ill-
treatment. Additionally, two submissions have been made to the Special Rapportuer on Human Rights
Defenders; the first submission included an individual complaint on behalf of an administrative detainee,
while the second was a questioner on the detention of women. One general complaint was submitted
to the Committee on Ending of Discrimination against Women. Two urgent appeals were submitted on
behalf of two female detainees who have been subject to extreme inhuman treatment and to difficult
detention conditions. Three other submissions have been made via the UN Special Procedures on behalf
of three cases of one adult, one child and one female detainee who were subject to torture.

Furthermore, Addameer submitted one report on administrative detention to the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention and other two short reports to the Special Rapporteur on oPt. Additionally, one
submission has been made to the Commission of Injury on the Israeli occupation forces arrests of
Palestinian activists who participated in demonstrations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
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Addameer’s Advocacy Unit used various tools in order to raise awareness on the issues pertinent to
the rights of Palestinian prisoners at both the local and international levels. The output of the Advocacy
Unit has increased during 2018, particularly in the number of publications and advocacy activities.
Addameer social media platforms observed a consistent increase in visits and engagements. Addameer
has also activated its twitter account that has received an acute increase in interaction.

Advocacy at the local level

At the local level, engagements with local coalitions such as PNGO, PHROC and the Torture Coalition
continued with the consistent release of joint statements and organizing of joint activities such as
Torture Day 26 June and on the occasion of Prisoners Day on 17 April of which Addameer delivered a
briefing to EU representatives.

Addameer participated in numerous meetings and 15 conferences, workshops and activities with
local partners, coalitions and networks. These included the participation of Addameer in the Palestine
Digital Activism Forum organized by the Arab Center for Social Media Advancement (Hamleh) during
which Addameer elaborated on the issue of arrests on the pretext of incitement on social media
platforms such as Facebook. Addameer also attended meetings with the local anti-torture coalition, the
Palestinian foreign ministry, Hurriyat, PHROC and PENGO as well as the YMCA. In addition, Addameer
participated jointly with local partners in occasions related to the Palestinian prisoners’ day, the
international day in support of victims of torture, the annual Palestinian book fair, and the annual
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Joint Reports

Since the beginning of 2018, Addameer published 12 reports jointly with the Palestinian Society
Prisoner’s Club, Commission of detainees and ex-detainees affairs. These joint reports were published
regularly in monthly, semi- annually and annual basis and provides unified and accurate information on
Israeli violations against Palestinian rights.

Addameer finalized 2019’s work plan in the first week of the current year. This year work plan includes
building and developing a Torture Archive that aims to shed the light on the different experiences of
victims of torture inside Israeli and PA prisons and detention centers as well as the experiences of
their families. The torture archive will be composed of variant written and visual materials. It will help
Addameer and the relevant partners working in the field of defending the rights of Palestinian political
prisoners, as well as organizations specialized in combating torture and providing rehabilitation and
psychological support services for released prisoners, particularly to serve the vulnerable groups of
females and children who are among those who suffered torture and ill-treatment.

Addameer will also finalize a list that documents all forms of physical and psychological torture that
have been used by Israeli occupation authorities throughout the long years that the policy of arrest has
been under the Israeli occupation. Furthermore, Addameer aims to systemize its referral mechanisms
to specialized organizations that provide either medical care or psychological support to released
Palestinian prisoners/ detainees. In addition, Addameer decided that the focus on cases of torture
among female and child detainees will remain a priority, taking into consideration the vulnerability of
these two groups in the current socio-political context.
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Reports and Studies published by Addameer Research and Documentation Unit

Published the 2017 annual violations report in both English and Arabic:

- Arabic version:
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/book-web 17x24cm.pdf

- English version:
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/al_moscabiyeh_report_0.pdf

Study on ‘Torture and Inhuman Treatment in Al-Moscobiyeh detention and interrogation center’

Addameer printed and published 500 copies of the report on “Torture and lll-Treatment in the
Russian Compound (Al- Moscobiyeh) interrogation center and prison”. The report sheds a light on
the different forms of torture and human rights violations against prisoners and detainees in Al-
Moscobiyeh interrogation center.

- Arabic version:
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Itdhyb_fy Imskwby.pdf

- English version:
http://www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/al_moscabiyeh report_0.pdf

Published a paper on ‘Arrests on pretext of incitement on social media platforms ‘Facebook’

- Arabic version:

http://www.addameer.org/ar/publications/— e L Y- Juo! sal-g3 - e~ poit - pals— e ¥ e VI
dw_deY‘_aﬁjs)—QL.uL_u_uj
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In occupied Jerusalem: Addameer field researchers conducted 25 visits and collected 20 affidavits.
These affidavits were collected from 9 released children, families of prisoners, 3 children held under
house arrest, and 1 child subject to civil service. These visits also included meetings with associations
in Jerusalem and committees such as Wadi-Helweh Center.

In Jerusalem, the policy of arrest constitutes a daily act of oppression by the IOF. Addameer managed to
establish and strengthen its network and contacts in different villages of Jerusalem to ensure receiving
daily and updated communications about the number of news related to arrests.

In 2018, arrests continued targeting mainly students, activists and journalists. In 2018, the unit monitored
security prosecutions carried out by the security forces against activists, especially university students.

The Unit has documented the numbers and lists of political detainees during the year by contacting
the, the Independent Commission for Human Rights, the Parents’ Committees and the Student Councils.
The Unit also conducted 19 field visits, collected affidavits on torture and ill-treatment from university
students, and collected 14 affidavits from protestors who participated in the demonstrations that were
organized in June demanding the PA end its punitive measures against the Gaza Strip during which
many of the protestors were attacked and sprayed by gas.

In 2018, the Unit collected a total of 29 affidavits on abuses and ill- treatment against political detainees
in PA jails. The unit also preparsed a report on the aggressive attacks of the PA security forces during
demonstrations organized in Hebron and Nablus on 14 December 2018 by collecting testimonies from
eyewitnesses and journalists. Furthermore, Addameer participated in the MENA Regional Forum for the
Prevention of Torture that was held in Tunis and organized by the Danish Institute Against Torture ‘Dignity
Foundation’. Addameer worked in the Regional Forum thematic report on ‘pretrial detention in the MENA
region’ of which Addameer collected 15 IEQ questionnaires and 5 in-depth questionnaires through field
visits and meetings with governmental, semi-governmental and non-governmental institutions. Addameer
also designed the legal and in-practice matrixes for research purposes of the report.®

9 The Dignity foundation is conducting a research study on pretrial detention in Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, Morocco and Egypt. The study is conduct-
ed jointly with civil society human rights organization of which Addameer has been chosen to cover the part related to political detainees in Palestine.
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These visits enable Addameer to keep a lasting contact with the prisoners and to build trust with
their families. This is reflected in their continued relationship with Addameer and their willingness to
receive media workers and students researchers referred to them by Addameer. The visits were also
accompanied with continuous communication with the family before and after the visit.

Field visits are considered a primary source for data
collectionand atoolto network with the community ,
through ensuring Addameer’s presence inthe field. e
This reflects Addameer credibility and helps to §

build trust with the community. The purpose of the
field visits is to document violations and to collect
information. Through field visits, Addameer reaches
out to families of prisoners, schools, community-
based organizations, grassroots committees and |
local activists. During 2018, the Unit carried out #
101 field visits to document violations by the IOF |
and violations against political detainees by the PA ~
security forces. '

In the West Bank: The Unit conducted 50 field visits to document violations committed by the Israeli
occupation. The visits documented violations against the detainees and their families during arrest.
The majority of the visits indicated collective punishment imposed on families of prisoners particularly
in the villages of Silwan, Hizma, Burgin, Kubar and the city of Tulkarem. The visits also entailed meetings
with school children who were arrested and abused in the villages of Mazra’a al Gharbiya, Deir Nizam,
Azzun and to the Secondary School for Girls in Betunia village.

The field visits collected 73 affidavits of which 39 were collected from children who were subjected to
torture and abuse. While the majority were collected from released prisoners; journalist, victims of torture,
administrative detainees, families who were arrested as hostages to pressure related detainees and families
who were subjected to collective punishment, violations and executions of their children outside the law.
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specialized institutions such as Physicians for Human Rights. However, the focus of the visits addressed
the most vulnerable prisoners in terms of age and gender or prisoners in need of medical treatment.
Additionally, the visits targeted administrative detainees and followed-up and monitored their conditions
of detention during their boycott campaign that lasted from 15 February until October 2018.

Despite the fact that Israeli prison authority impose many restrictions on the allowance of lawyers’
visits to prisons, in 2018 Addameer’s R&D Unit managed to conduct 114 visits to Israeli prisons and
interrogation centers meeting with 278 prisoners and detainees.

In central prisons, the Unit monitored the health conditions of prisons, sections and rooms throughout
the year. Additionally, the Unit documented violations against the right to adequate health treatment,
the quality of medical services. Addameer also recorded violations against the right to education,
disciplinary penalties, transfer of detainees and cases of repressions, violence, incursions and naked
searches, particularly focusing on violations committed by the Israeli special force units of Nashon,
Metsada, Yammaz, and Dror. In addition, the Unit monitored cases of detainees held under solitary
confinement, administrative detention and the conditions of child and female prisoners.

The Unit managed to conduct visits to children, female prisoners, administrative detainees, isolated
prisoners, sick prisoners and those imprisoned before the Oslo Accords. These visits were conducted
according to a specific methodology and set of objectives decided by the Unit for the visits program.
Throughout the visits, the lawyers collected information based on forms and questionnaires designed
according to the standards of international humanitarian law and international human rights law.
Throughout these visits, Addameer kept abreast of developments inside the prisons such as the
administrative detention boycott of Israeli military courts and hunger strikes whether conducted at
individual or collective levels.

The visits also documented 42 cases of prisoners in need of medical treatment. In these cases, the
health status was documented and necessary papers were obtained which allowed 24 of them to
be transferred to Physicians for Human Rights in a systematic referral system in coordination with
the aforementioned institutions regarding cases that require medical follow-up. Upon referral, lawyers
with Addameer and doctors with Physicians for Human Rights conducted visits for the purpose of
monitoring and following-up with the medical situation of the prisoners.
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Conduct monitoring visits to detention centers and prisons:

Addameer field researchers at the Research and Documentation Unit (R&D) conducted field visits to
cities, villages and refugee camps in the West Bank and Jerusalem. The purpose of these field visits
is either to visit families of arrested prisoners or to visit released prisoners, particularly those who
were arrested in PA prisons and detention centers due to the prohibition imposed by the PA General
Security to allow Addameer lawyers to conduct monitoring visits to prisons and detention centers.
Therefore, Addameer field researchers conduct field visits to prisoners upon their release to collect
affidavits and for the purpose of documenting of violations and torture practiced against the prisoners
and detainees.

The Documentation and Research Unit carried out periodic visits to Israeli prisons, detention centers
and interrogation centers in order to comprehensively monitor the detention conditions of Palestinian
prisoners in Israeli jails and their compatibility with international standards. The Unit monitored the
violations and forms of torture and ill-treatment practiced against Palestinian prisoners/ detainees
during the different phases of their arrest. In these cases, testimonies and affidavits were collected from
prisoners for the purpose of submitting complaints against the responsible bodies of the occupation
authorities and international complaints via the UN Human Rights Special Procedures mechanisms. The
collected material and data also supported Addameer in its lobbying and advocacy work for the cause
of Palestinian prisoners and in research and documentation.

The monitoring visits addressed sick and neglected patients in prison in order to assist them in obtaining
appropriate treatment in a timely manner through submitting local complaints or referring them to
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investigation. Nevertheless, Addameer received in 2018 a response on a complaint submitted in 2015
on behalf of a case that was subject to extreme physical and psychological torture. For the first time,
the MAVTAN division decided to refer the complaint to the general prosecutor who will present a
charge-sheet against the perpetrators.’

Political Prisoners in Palestinian Authority Prisons and Detention Centers

Political detainees in PA jails also remain subject to different forms of torture and ill-treatment by PA
security officers, police, interrogators and jailers. The PA ratification of the Convention against Torture
(CAT) and the Optional Protocol of CAT has still not been implemented in terms of the prevention of
torture and ill- treatment against Palestinian detainees. The use of torture by the PA Security Service
and Intelligence continued to be used systematically against political detainees without respect to the
obligations of the PA under these conventions. The PA continues to brutally arrest detainees due to
political activism and subject them to more forms of violations, such as restrictions imposed on their
lawyers. The lawyers of Addameer are still denied from the right to conduct monitoring visits to the
detainees. Therefore, these visits are conducted by Addameer field researchers upon the release of
the detainees. Even during the legal visits, a policy officer remains in the room where lawyers meet
with the detainee, a practice that is considered a violation of the rights of a prisoner. Furthermore, the
lawyers are also denied from taking a copy of the detainee’s file.

During 2018, Addameer followed up on a total of 48 cases of political detainees held in PA prisons
and detention centers. Addameer attended 21 court sessions and conducted 10 visits to PA jails.
Furthermore, Addameer submitted 59 requests of release®, of which 57 were rejected and 2 were
accepted. Addameer also submitted two appeals to the high court to request the release of a prisoner,
which were accepted. At the end, 11 prisoners were released on bail, 14 were released without
conditions, and one detainee was acquitted. The acquittal was in regards to ‘Khalid Al-Fagih’s’ case who
filmed the Palestinian prime minister while being stopped on an Israeli military checkpoint before being
arrested by PA security forces and charged later. 5 other prisoners were found not guilty according to
the court and have been released.

7 The MAVTAN division is an entity under the Israeli Ministry of Justice responsible in investigating violations committed by the interrogators of the
Israeli General Security Service.
8 More than release request could be submitted on behalf of one prisoner.

25



Complaints:

Addameer has continued to submit complaints to the responsible Israeli authorities regarding violations
including mistreatment and other forms of physical and psychological torture that deny the rights of
Palestinian prisoners/ detainees and their families, who are subject to violations during the different
phases of arrest. The vast majority of the perpetrators are the Israeli occupation soldiers, the Israeli
police, the interrgators, the jailors, and the special forces that, in most cases, enter arbitrarily to prison
cells and attack prisoners.

13 Against Torture and ill- treatment

6 To return the bill amount imposed as a condition of release.

5 To request return of confiscated property of released prisoners.
2 Requests for child prisoners to contact their families.

General Complaints
\ - 3 Complaints against restrictions on lawyers’ visits in 2 prisons.

\<§ - 1 Complaint against denial of lawyer to meet pre-planned visit.
\ v

- 2 Complaint against two prisons to improve the visitation conditions and
rooms where lawyers meet with detainees.

- 1 Complaint against operating the Cameras in the Yard were female
prisoners spend the recreational time, given that the cameras were shut
since 2011.

33 Complaints

Most of the submitted complaints did not achieve positive results, particularly complaints filed on
behalf of cases of torture and ill-treatment. Regarding the vast majority of these complaints, the
Israeli investigation committee claimed that there was not enough evidences to open cases for an
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(The three petitions were against
lawyers visits to detainees in the
interrogation phase).

2 rejected.

1 accepted.

1 approved.

3 rejected (detainees were released without
conditions).

1 transferred to administrative detention.

1 was rejected.

3 were accepted.

2 were rejected

1 approved.

1 rejected (Detainee released with
conditions).

1 rejected.
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77

46 appeals rejected.

6 appeals approved shortened the
detention period.

21 appeals were canceled.

1 case the renewal will be limited for one
order.

1 case the detainee was transferred for trial
procedures.

1 case the detainee was released.

5 appeals rejected.

2 appeals approved for conditional release.

40

25 appeals rejected.

13 approved and shortened the detention
period.

2 appeals canceled.

(For cases in phase of detention
before charges are submitted)

1 rejected.

2 approved and the detainee was released
with conditions.
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Legal counselling:

Addameer continued to provide legal counselling to the families of prisoners/ detainees through
meetings or telephone calls. During the reporting period, Addameer provided legal counselling to 82
families. In 30 cases, Addameer helped to locate the prison or detention center where the arrested
relative had been detained. In 22 cases, Addameer provided counselling to the arrested relative’s
families during the trial procedures. In 15 cases, the families received counselling from Addameer on
the legal situation of their arrested relative. In 13 cases, the families were referred to a specialized
association in respect to their needs. In 2 cases, the families received an explanation of the legal
procedures and the rights of prisoners/ detainees during the different phases of arrest.

Appeals:

Addameer filed a total of 131 appeals on behalf of Palestinian prisoners/ detainees to Israeli military
and civil courts during the year of 2018, including 3 petitions submitted to the High Court. Addameer
also faced 13 appeals submitted by the military prosecutors. Generally speaking, the number of appeals
submitted to Israeli courts on behalf of Palestinian prisoners held in administrative detention was
low in 2018. The main reason relates to the boycott campaign launched by administrative detainees
against Israeli military courts.
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detainees in the interrogation phase receive a ban from lawyer’s visit that deprives
the detainees not only from their right to meet a lawyer but also from monitoring their
detention conditions.

Addameer achieved positive results in 10 cases related to trial
procedure, of which 7 resulted in altered and shortened sentence terms. In another
case, Addameer helped to modify the charge-sheet further to the benefit of the
detainee. In 2 cases, Addameer helped to obtain better terms for the sentence via
plea bargain.

As for administrative detention, Addameer achieved
positive results in a total of 24 cases; in 6 cases, the administrative detention orders
were upheld without further renewals. In 18 cases, the period of administrative
detention was shortened. 7 of these cases were shortened without further renewal
while the remaining 11 cases were shortened without conditions on non-renewal.

Addameer managed to reduce the amount of
conditional fines imposed on 6 detainees.

Legal Support for Palestinian detainees from Jerusalem:

Addameer obtained positive results for 23 cases regarding Palestinians arrested from Jerusalem.
Addameer helped in achieving release for 11 detainees under interrogation, 6 of them were released
with conditions, while the other 5 were released without conditions. Furthermore, one case of a
detainee under administrative detention was released. For 12 cases in detention, 3 were released
without conditions and 8 with conditions, while a child detainee was released and placed under house-
arrest.

The year ended with Addameer representing two detainees from Jerusalem in the interrogation phase.
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their legal situation as well as follow-up and consultation with the family of the prisoner. In addition,
Addameer lawyers submit complaints, appeals, pleas and petitions to Israeli courts in defense of the
prisoner.

Addameer legal unit received 340 new applications in 2018, and followed-up on a total of 420 legal
cases opened for applications received in 2018 and from last year. The lawyers’ of Addameer attended
1484 court sessions; extension of detention, extension of interrogation, trial procedures, administrative
detention and others.

Legal Support for Palestinian prisoners/ detainees before Israeli military courts

Throughits legal defense of Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli prisons and detention centers; Addameer
achieved positive results in 97 cases in the military courts and 23 cases of Jerusalem detainees in the
civil courts system. These positive results included the release of detainees, ensuring non-renewal of
administrative detention orders, shortening the detention period, reducing the warrant and others.

In 21 cases in the detention phase, Addameer obtained an
unconditional release for 5 cases, conditional release for 12 cases and helped shorten
the detention period for 4 cases.

In 2018, Addameer achieved positive results in 36 of detainees’ cases
in the interrogation phase. Addameer obtained unconditional release for 8 cases, and
conditional release for 9 cases and helped to shorten the interrogation period for 19
cases.

Addameer is increasingly focusing on cases of detainees in the interrogation phase.
The interrogation phase is considered a very difficult phase of detention during which
a detainee is held in solitary confinement and subject to different forms of physical
and psychological torture. In addition, the detainee is deprived from the minimum
quantity of food, water and sleep to sustain themselves as well as is subjected to long
interrogation sessions that can reach 20 consequent hours per-day. The majority of
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Addameer continues to provide free legal services to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli and PA prisons.
The legal team of Addameer consists of 9 lawyers and 1 paralegal as well as the coordinator of the
legal unit. One lawyer is responsible in following-up with the political detainees arrested by the PA
security forces while the rest of the eight lawyers’ follow-up cases of arrest in Israeli jails and before

Israeli courts.
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In 2018, the legal unit followed-up on a total
of 340 new cases of Palestinians arrested
by Israeli occupation forces (IOF), including
5 females and 335 males of whom 47 were
minors and 293 were adults. The majority of the
new cases of arrests came from the districts
of Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Hebron,
and Nablus, respectively. The 340 new cases
included 176 cases in detention, 95 cases in
the interrogation phase, 31 in trial procedures,
37 in administrative detention and one petition.

The legal service included; legal representation
before Israeli courts, legal follow-up, legal visits
to inform and consult with the detainees about
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regarding violations against ‘
detainees and prisoners.







the internal reporting system and the database to update documentation work, particularly for the
Legal Unit and the Research and Documentation Unit. Addameer has also been in the process of
developing follow-up mechanisms for released and arrested female and child prisoners through
cooperating with relevant associations specialized in providing psychosocial support for female
detainees and ex- detainees. Since Addameer has a strong network with locally based organisations,
it will develop a mechanism to refer cases in need of support to relevant institutions. This would help
Addameer to follow- up on the cases of released women and child prisoners, particularly to ensure
that the released prisoners receive the most possible help upon their release. Further, this follow-up
would help Addameer in documentation and studies. Thus, the annual work plan for 2019 included
the main activities of Addameer in addition to new trainings under the Legal Unit, new activities under
the Advocacy Unit, and the development of a new documentation database under the Research and
Documentation Unit.

This annual report highlights the activities of the organization throughout 2018 as well as lists the
achievements of Addameer and the results of each activity in respect to the indicators and the strategic
and specific objectives.

Addameer does its best to exhaust the most legal and advocacy instruments possible in
order to bring an end to human rights violations. Addameer aims to provide, as much as it
possibly can, protection to the rights of Palestinian prisoners in both Israeli and PA prisons
and detention centers. Meanwhile, Addameer is fully aware that putting an end of the Israeli
violations against the rights of Palestinians and their land requires, first and foremost, the
end of Israeli occupation of Palestinian land.

Addameer as a local Palestinian Human Rights NGOs works at its full available capacity and
resources to defend the rights of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails and to expose the
repercussions of Israeli occupation and impunity of its crimes on the life of Palestinians,
their rights, dignity and freedoms. Addameer’s work is focused on defending the rights of
Palestinian prisoners/detainees and their families.
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organizations. Addameer is also under active defamation and targeting by Israeli media and other
organizations that threaten the safety and freedoms of its employees. In 23 August 2017, the IOF
arrested Addameer Field Researcher Mr. Salah Hamouri and held him under administrative detention
for 6 months. In 2018, his detention order was renewed twice in February and July of 2018, until he was
released in 1 October 2018 after 15 months of detention. In addition, Addameer Legal Unit Coordinator
Mr. Ayman Nasser was arrested after a night raid to his home at 2:00 a.m. in the village of Safa on 8
September 2018. The Israeli military commander issued a 6 months administrative detention order
against him. The arrests of Addameer staff has substantially interrupted Addameer’s work in both the
legal unit and in documentation and visitation activities in Jerusalem. Addameer drew on cooperation
from the Addameer team as well as hired a full- time assistant to fulfil the daily duties and workload
of the legal unit. Despite the obstacles, Addameer staff and the organization as a whole as faced this
past year, Addameer managed to take procedural and administrative steps to ensure the continuation
of the legal and documentation as listed in the 2018 work plan. Additionally, the member of Addameer
General Assembly and a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council, Khalida Jarrar remained at the
Damun Israeli Prison after she received a renewal of her administrative detention on the 2 July 2018
for the second time. She was released on the 28" of February 2019.

Meanwhile, Addameer works vigorously in order to secure the financial stability of its activities and
works to strengthen its strategic partnership with its current partners in order to ensure the continuity
of the organization as a legal entity that defends the rights of Palestinian prisoners/ detainees. Herein,
Addameer abides with international standards and regulations in its legal work, documentation and
advocacy activities.

In the beginning of 2018, Addameer went through a comprehensive external evaluation in order to
identify strengths and weaknesses of the organization in order to enhance the administrative and
financial management as well as improve the general programs of Addameer through developing
the monitoring and evaluation matrix and reframing the indicators. Following the external evaluation,
Addameer decided to maintain its main focus on defending the rights of Palestinian prisoners/detainees
through providing legal aid, advocating for their rights, documenting Israeli violations and publishing
studies and reports on their situation.

The work results of 2018 helped Addameer to define its priorities and assess its needs for the next
year. Therefore, at the internal level, Addameer adjusted its work plan for 2019 to include developing
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Although the Palestinian Authority joined the Convention Against Torture (CAT) and the Optional
Protocol of the Convention Against Torture (OPCAT), it continues to practice torture and ill-treatment
against Palestinians detained by the PA. The first half of 2018 witnessed an escalation of the violations
of PA security forces that was mostly manifested in the demonstrations organized in different cities of
the West Bank to protest against the PA’'s punitive measures against Gaza. More than 45 people were
violently arrested by the PA security forces who were dressed in civilian clothes. Addameer collected
affidavits and published a joint report with PHROC* members that demands to hold the responsible
bodies accountable and to provide protection to protestors. In 2018, the PA did not show any change
to commit to its obligations under the CAT and the OPCAT, and continued to target students, activists
and journalists through arbitrary arrests.

Palestinian Human Rights organizations, including Addameer are under continuous Israeli led- attacks
that take different forms of false accusations, incitement, defamation, smear campaigns and de-
funding strategies that target the reputation and credibility of these organizations. These attacks aim
at silencing, delegitimizing and de-funding Palestinian human rights organizations. In response, the
PHROC and PNGO® organizations published a position paper against Israeli continuous attacks. As
well, Palestinian CSOs organized workshops to frame a Palestinian strategy against Israeli incitement
campaigns.®

The lIsraeli occupation uses different means in order to obstruct the work of these organizations.
For instance, it uses media instruments in order to attack the credibility and reputation of these
organizations. It imposes travel bans on their staff as well as conducts raids of their offices, confiscating
materials and property. Further, the I0OF has repeatedly arrested staff of Palestinian human rights

detainees from Jerusalem.

4 Palestinian Human Rights Organizations Council. Herein referred to as PHROC.
5 The Palestinian Human Rights Organisations Council (PHROC) and the Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations network (PNGO).
6 The position paper published by PHROC (The Palestinian Human Rights Organization Council) and PNGO (Palestinian Non- Governmental Organi-

zations Network), entitled ‘Position Paper on the Ongoing Campaign to Silence, Delegitimize, and De-fund Palestinian Civil Society Organizations-and Human
Rights Defenders’. The position paper is available at:
http://www.annd.org/data/file/files/PHROC%20and%20PNGO%20position%20paper%20March%202018-pdf.pdf
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a boycott campaign against the injustice of the Israeli military court system and the injustice of their arbitrary
detention. During the boycott, administrative detainees did not attend court sessions nor did they allow their
lawyers to attend on behalf of them. This boycott decreases the chances of their release, of having shortened
periods of detention or of ensuring their detention is not renewed.

On 13 June 2018, the Israeli Minister for Public Security, Gilad Erdan announced the formation of a
special committee with members drawn from the Israeli Knesset and the intelligence community. The
purpose of such a committee is to evaluate the conditions for Palestinian prisoners being held in
occupation prisons, specifically to determine ways and provide recommendations of which detention
conditions of Palestinian prisoners/ detainees can be reduced to the ‘bare minimum’ as stated by
Erdan himself.

The recommendations are not yet published for the public, but actions have been taken against
Palestinian prisoners/ detainees since the formation of the committee. These actions included several
violent raids by the Israeli Special Forces against prisoners in their cells, restrictions on families’ and
lawyers’ visits, confiscation of educational books, lack of privacy, lack of food and water provisions, and
the installation of cell-lammer devices in Al-Nagab prison as well as the installation of cameras at the
Hasharon prison where female Palestinian prisoners were held until they were moved to Damun prison,
known for its difficult detention conditions.

Israel’s illegal policies in the occupied Palestinian territories have created an increasingly suffocating
and coercive environment in which Palestinian people find it increasingly difficult to live. The Israeli
military courts, and civilian courts used for Palestinians East of Jerusalem, exhaust the prisoners and
their families through issuing unjust and unfair sentences against Palestinian prisoners as well as not
granting permits or creating it very hard for their families to visit their relatives illegally transferred to
prisons inside of the occupying territory. In addition to the months and years of detention, sentencing
is often accompanied with the imposition of heavy fines. The total amount of fines imposed by Israeli
military courts on Palestinian prisoners/ detainees reached around 20 million NIS only in 2017 (around
5 million Euros).3

3 This amount and statistics do not include fines and bails imposed by Israeli civil courts and so these numbers do not include Palestinian prisoners and
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children are denied from their right to be accompanied
by their parents during arrest and interrogation. The
IOF do not inform the parents of the whereabouts of
arrested children, who then are held incommunicado
for hours if not days. A sample of a study published by
Addameer in 2018 on torture and inhuman treatment
at Al- Moscobiyeh interrogation center indicates that
around 47.8% of the children of the sample were
beaten during arrest, while 40.9% were threatened
of harm to their families for lack of cooperation, and
45.5% experienced a form of stressful position called
‘Shabeh’ whereby the detainee is held up in a number
of ways. Furthermore, most of the arrested children
experience threats, harassment, ill- treatment and
torture before they arrive the interrogation center but
on their way there as well.?

In addition, Israeli occupation authorities continued
to use administrative detention and arbitrary arrest
in a widespread and systematic manner against the
Palestinian people to deprive them of their freedoms
and liberty. The policy of administrative detention and
the method in which it is being implemented by the
occupying power is in violation of Article 78 and 147
of the Fourth Geneva Convention and constitutes a
war crime and crime against humanity according to
Article 7 of the Rome Statute. Administrative detention
is an unlawful, arbitrary, and indefinitely renewable
deprivation of liberty based on secret information
only the judge has access to, thus constituting it an
illegal instrument in the hands of the occupation. From
February-October 2018, the Palestinian prisoners
held under administrative detention orders launched

2 Addameer study on ‘Torture and Inhuman Treatment in Al- Moscobiyeh Interrogation Center’ published on 25 October 2018. Available at: http://
www.addameer.org/sites/default/files/publications/al_moscabiyeh_report_0.pdf




The Israeli military courts are an integral element
of codified injustice present throughout the entire
Israeli legal system. The Israeli occupation regime
does not only practice its aggressions against
Palestinians through violent acts on the ground. It
further legitimizes and enacts its violations through
discriminatory legal policy. These legislations
can be perceived as another manifestation of the
Israeli regime policy to oppress Palestinians and to
vindicate its crimes through legalizing discrimination
and injustice.

Three of these discriminatory laws have been
approved during 2018. First, in 31 July the Israeli
parliament approved the nation-state law that
constitutionally enshrines Jewish supremacy in
Israel and anchors discrimination against Palestinian
citizens through legitimizing exclusion, racism and
systemic inequality. Second, a law was passed
that allowed for the deduction of the salaries the
Palestinian Authority pays to Palestinian prisoners
and their families from the tax revenues collected by
the Israeli government on behalf of the PA. Third, a
law was passed that excludes Palestinian prisoners
from the requirements for early-release. These
legislations encourage more injustice by creating
legal protection for the IOF to continue with their
violations, including the widespread use of arrest.

10

Palestinian prisoners and detainees are increasingly
subject to different forms of torture and ill- treatment
by Israeli occupation forces. The total number of
Palestinian prisoners/ detainees in Israeli jails until
31 December 2018 reached around 5500 prisoners;
480 held in administrative detention indefinitely with
no charge, 230 children, 54 female prisoners and 8
members of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC).
PP&D include members of the legislative council,
teachers, artists, journalists, human rights defenders,
and children. In 2018, four Palestinians were killed
in Israeli prisons. Two of them died due to severe
torture and excessive use of force and the other two
prisoners were killed due to the deliberate policy
of medical negligence within prisons. Palestinian
prisoners are distributed across 26 Israeli prisons and
interrogation centers, meaning many of their families
are not able to see or visit them. This is a flagrant
violation of international law and the fourth Geneva
Convention that prohibits the transfer of population
from the territory of the occupied to the territory of
the occupier.

Israeli policies are illegal violations in contravention
to Israel's obligation as an occupying power to
ensure the well- being of the occupied population
as enshrined in the Fourth Geneva Convention and
international humanitarian and human rights law. In
accordance with this denial of international norms
and standards, the Israeli policy of arrest does not
distinguish between children and adults in terms of
ill-treatment and intimidation. The vast majority of



against religious, cultural and historical sites, and raids into schools and universities
are the consequential inflictions that accompany the systemic and ingrained policy
overlying them, the oppression of Palestinians. The arrest of Palestinians, while
crossing military checkpoints or through arrest campaigns and night raids into their
houses, is one salient and far-reaching consequence that accompanies this policy
and is closely related to the aforementioned inflictions.

In 2018, the IOF arrested 6489 Palestinians including 1063 children, 38 Journalists
and 6 PLC deputies’. Furthermore, the Israeli courts confirmed 988 administrative
detention orders. The majority of the arrested Palestinians and their families
experience substantial physical and psychological torture during the different
phases of their arrest.

Since the Israeli occupation of West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967, the |IOF established
military courts that continue to endorse and further deepen the subjugation and
oppression of Palestinians under a military rule. More than 800,000 Palestinians were
arrested since 1967. Arrest has become a systematic form of collective punishment
practiced as a daily policy under the occupation to subjugate the Palestinian people
under Israeli military rule and to further ingrain their oppression. Arrest targets all
segments of Palestinian society; children, women, elderly and adults.

The Palestinians merely living their normal way of life constitute a threat and a
disturbance to the Israeli economic plan and military process of annexation. This
is directly associated with the policy of arrest against the Palestinian people, which
obstructs their lives and livelihoods on multiple different levels.

Deputies of the Palestinian Legislative Council PLC.
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2018 was a heavy year for Palestinian lives and freedoms. This year bore witness to
several large political events that were accompanied with mass arrests campaigns,
further deteriorating the human rights situation on the ground. In May 2018,
Palestinians marked the 70™ anniversary of the Nakba of 1948. As Palestinians
were mourning the 70™ anniversary of “the catastrophe” in which hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were expelled and hundreds of villages were destroyed,
the United States recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and moved its
embassy there in outright denial of the International consensus over the status of
Jerusalem. This development came as a reward to the Israeli occupying power and
gave the illegal occupation encouragement to continue its crimes and violations
against the rights of Palestinians and their land. In 2018, Israeli occupation forces
(IOF) killed 291 Palestinians including 56 children. The majority of these killings
occurred during protests in the besieged Gaza Strip following Trump’s recognition
of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

The continuous human rights violations that characterize the activities of the Israeli
occupation, such as settlement expansion, extrajudicial killings, the construction
of the illegal wall, home demolitions, protected settler violence, daily raids into
Palestinian homes, the exploitation of Palestinian natural resources, the attacks



The ongoing systems of colonialism and occupation deploy violence, disenfranchisement
and persecution to maintain control. In light of this reality, those who remain sincere and
dedicated to the framework of international and humanitarian law, e.g. Addameer, are
subjected to obstruction of work, prosecution, sabotage, and smear campaigns.

Therefore, Addameer affirms that the hostile policy implemented by the occupation
forces which works to incite, defame, prosecute donors, and obstruct our work, will not
discourage Addameer from performing its national and humanitarian obligation. Rather,
there will remain a persistence to confront Israeli violations, and all forms of their attempts
at slander through the use of misleading media. The settler-colonial attempts to dissuade
is met with hard work and a commitment to exposing the truth.

As with every annual report, we at Addameer Association extend our sincere gratitude
and admiration for those who support the rights of political prisoners and detainees. This
gratitude is reiterated not to preserve a tradition rather to affirm and recognize that it
Is your steadfastness and insistence to defend humanity that has maintained the steady
developments of this organization. It is your support that allows the continuation of our
important and needed work. On behalf of the board of directors and the director of the
organization, Sahar Francis, and all our employees, we show our gratitude to you by
investing our commitment, diligence, cooperation and teamwork towards human rights
and especially the rights of political prisoners and detainees. We all walk the same road,
our target is one, the victim is recognized and the executioner identified.

After thanking all our donors, supporters, advocates, volunteers and beneficiaries | call on you
to represent Addameer and your support for the rights of political prisoners. You must trust
that human rights and the rights of Palesitnian political prisoners will be achieved and reached.
| invite the media to practice objective and transparent coverage of the reality of the ground,
for political prisoners are students of freedom and the vanguard of the people. Their case is
no longer a local one, but a global humanitarian one.

Abdul Latif Ghaith
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This following address does not intend to praise or critique
the contents of the attached annual report of 2018. For the
annual report successfully captures all aspects of the work
and activities carried out by the organization. The publishing
of this report invites readers, advocates, and supporters of
the organization to provide their notes and comments, and in
return we intend to positively engage with your feedback as to
add value through constructive criticism to the development
and performance of our organization.

27 years into the establishment of Addameer, this report is produced at a point whereby it
is older than the half-life of the 1967 occupation of Palestine. Thus, the age and longevity
of this organization indicates its position as one of the oldest Palestinian NGOs within the
present day civil socieities concerned with political prisoners and detainess.

It is this heritage of perseverences, and dedication to Palestinian political prisoners which
speaks to the transformational of this experience into one that includes a human rights
discourse specifically in the case of political prisoners and detainess.

Addameer has maintained a steady developmental path. Rather than fall victim to huge
leaps or fatal retreats, we focussed our organizational development on organic growth.
And for this reason, the support and preservation of this organization is imperative in
light of the present reality which indicates a continuation of violence, oppression and an
intensification of human rights violations.
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