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New York/New Jersey
Export/Import Profile

Photo Credit:  By Amerune

The Port of New York/New Jersey is located in the northern region of the U.S. East Coast.  New 
York/New Jersey is the largest port (by volume) on the east coast. The port has six container 
terminals and over 90 percent of agricultural traffic through the port is containerized.  In 2015, 

total container volumes at the port increased 10 percent over the previous year to 6.4 million 20-ft 
equivalent units, while the bulk and general cargo tonnage stayed the same as the previous year’s 
level (around  73.5 million metric tons).  New York/New Jersey specializes in handling beverage 
imports, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic.   

The Port of New York/New Jersey moved more than 1.7 million metric tons of agricultural 
export cargo in 2015. Approximately 99 percent of these cargoes were moved in containers. The 
commodities with the largest volumes were soybeans and animal feed, representing approximately 29 
percent and 18 percent of the port’s agricultural exports, respectively. The top shipping lines included 
Mediterranean Shipping Co., CMA-CGM and Maersk, which, together, moved more than 50 percent 
of the port’s agricultural export cargo. The top destination markets for these products were Indonesia, 
China, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Exports

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Dry 
85%

Refrigerated
15%



2

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Soybeans  499,681 29% 1%

Animal feed  308,309 18% 2%

Grocery items  243,643 14% 7%

Meat  87,564 5% 4%

Dairy products  61,725 4% 8%

Non-alcoholic beverages  44,908 3% 4%

Bulbs and seeds  39,991 2% 3%

Wine  39,774 2% 6%

Candy, confections  36,172 2% 2%

Beer, ale  35,344 2% 8%

Other  346,818 20%  

Total 1,743,929 100% 1%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Soybeans  499,161  32,917 29% 16%

Animal feed  308,090  25,601 18% 4%

Grocery items  243,136  32,688 14% 8%

Meat  86,949  7,510 5% 4%

Dairy products  61,646  5,278 4% 8%

Non-alcoholic beverages  44,882  4,445 3% 6%

Bulbs and seeds  39,991  3,201 2% 6%

Wine  39,760  3,930 2% 8%

Candy, confections  36,118  5,147 2% 24%

Beer, ale  35,342  3,646 2% 8%

Other  338,729  32,189 20%  

Total 1,733,805 156,553 100% 5%
Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS) 
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)
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Top Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Shipping Lines Metric Tons Share

Mediterranean Shipping  463,931 27%

CMA-CGM  223,169 13%

Maersk  205,949 12%

Zim Israeli Navigation  143,632 8%

NYK Line  120,939 7%

Hapag Lloyd Line  70,064 4%

Evergreen  50,475 3%

COSCO  46,939 3%

OOCL  43,016 2%

Hanjin Shipping  42,021 2%

Other  333,795 19%

Total  1,743,929 100%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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The Port of New York/New Jersey moved more than 8.6 million metric tons of agricultural import 
cargo in 2015. Approximately 86 percent of these cargoes were moved in containers. Non-alcoholic  
beverages, wine, and beer were the top three agricultural imports through New York/New Jersey 
and accounted for 29 percent of the total. New York/New Jersey moved 33 percent of the total U.S. 
waterborne non-alcoholic beverage imports and 34 percent of beer imports. The port’s top shipping 
lines included Mediterranean Shipping Co. Maersk, and CMA-CGM; the top origin countries were Italy 
and China. 

Imports

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Non-alcoholic beverages  783,027  57,089 11% 30%

Beer, ale  666,896  56,585 9% 34%

Wine  611,758  61,008 8% 35%

Grocery items  503,659  54,754 7% 34%

Vegetables  393,225  34,163 5% 29%

Coffee  319,024  20,801 4% 22%

Candy, confections  227,377  26,603 3% 42%

Fruit  207,331  18,511 3% 12%

Grain products, bread, flour  201,938  21,316 3% 33%

Bitters, Brandy, Liquor  199,877  20,360 3% 34%

Other  3,303,117  276,446 45%

Total  7,417,230  647,636 100% 24%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS) 
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Non-alcoholic beverages  983,436 11% 33%

Wine  893,851 10% 26%

Beer, ale  666,897 8% 34%

Grocery items  503,659 6% 31%

Vegetables  393,225 5% 27%

Coffee  326,124 4% 18%

Sugar  235,688 3% 11%

Candy, confections  227,380 3% 42%

Chewing gum  210,762 2% 19%

Fruit  207,331 2% 9%

Other  4,012,992 46%

Total  8,661,345 100% 20%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2015

Shipping Lines Metric Tons Share

 Mediterranean Shpg  1,713,832 20%

 Maersk  725,743 8%

 CMA-CGM   643,707 7%

 Hapag-Lloyd Line  548,726 6%

 APL  423,836 5%

 Evergreen  403,277 5%

 OOCL  292,022 3%

 Naviera InterAmericana   283,055 3%

 Atlanship SA  253,878 3%

 NYK Line  231,941 3%

 Other  3,141,327 36%

 Total  8,661,345 100%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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