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November 10, 1994

The Prasident of the Unlted States
“The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:

Seetm Federico Pefia's decision that a safety defect exists in certaln General Motors C/K
‘plekup trucks; If aliowed to stand, threatens the entire automotive Industry by creating
neediss, unreasonable regulatory conifusion.

. In sssence, the practical result of the Sacretary’s decision is that compliance of a vehicle
| cesign-with a very specific performance requirement of a Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
. Siandard Is irrelevant If the Secretary determines years later that the vehicle manufacturer
. should have selocted an equally compliant design used by another manufacturer bacause it
- -Has had betler performance in one particular accident mode.

* . Basically, the Secretary’s approach to motor vehicle safety means the lndusty cannot refy on
‘ * federsl selety standards to design its cars and trucks. Inevitably, after years of production,
some designs will always exhibit better performance than other designs in some spacific .
accident subcategory, and In some constructed test, not based on a performance standerd. -

- TheSecretary’s approach means that the vehicles performing less well could be subject to
- recaliand increased product liabliity exposure, even though they met or exceeded a directly
SUEE Mpmnnance requirement of a federal standard.

" Thisdenat rationsl reguiation of the automotive Industry, and we are extremely concerned that
this decision will establish a precedent which wil complstely undermine the regulatory

> Iiself as weli as the relationship between the industry and agencies that reguiate it.
.,W& hope that, as President, you will address the Intolerable state of regulatory uncertainty

that will otherwise result from Secretary Pefia’s dacision.

Sincerely,

Alex Trotman F. Smith, Jr.
Chairman and CEO \President and CEO
Ford Motor Company General Motors Corporation




