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Editor’s Letter

It thereaderbelieves that thisis going to beanotherappeal from
the editor for articles, then the reader is correct. A typical edition of
THE AZALEAN is put together from whatever articles are in the
editor’s file at the time of the issue deadline—usually after making a
few telephone calls to the handful of regular authors who will
provide a few pages at short notice so that a 20-page issue will be
possible. This more-and-more frequent scenario usually ends up
resulting in the fact that THE AZALEAN will be sent to the printer a
week or two late.

More importantly, only occasionally is there opportunity to put
together an issue that provides a particular focus. Despite frequent
appeals for more articles it is still a “hand-to-mouth existence”. The
editor does receive some suggestions for articles, and these are
appreciated; however, most appreciated would be a more-or-less
steady stream of articles submitted for publicationinTHEAZALEAN
from you, the members of the organization.

As has been emphasized before, not every article submitted
needs to be a polished literary work. What we are looking for, I
believe, is material relating to azaleas that is accurate, informative,
and original (meaning not previously published). Some editing is
doneonnearlyeveryarticle. Atsomeauthors’request, alotof editing
is done on some articles, so lack of “writing ability” should not
discourage anyone. In addition to full-scale articles of a few to many
paragraphs THE AZALEAN will consider for publication:

Letters to the Editor

Cultural notes

News item relating to azaleas
Observations on specific cultivars
News of chapter activities

If youdecide to send material for publicationin THEAZALEAN
please remember that we would welcome color photographs to
accompany your submission. We will be quite selective in choosing
photographs to appear in THE AZALEAN because of the cost in-
volved in printing color photographs.

The purpose of the society is to educate and to shareinformation
among the members. Many of us have information that would be
useful to others. Please considering sharing it through THE
AZALEAN. a

On the Cover: Princess Mary Lee
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Letter to the Editor

I find that some of the Brookside
azaleas that George Harding gave to me
as rooted cuttings do not agree with
Barry’s translation of Satsuki:

(1) Yamiji-no-tomoshiba—flowers
pale lavender, blooms late April.

Barry: White suffused vivid pur-
plish pink, reddish purple blotch,
BG-1137.

Could be: Yakusin—white to
blushed purplish pink, early,
BG-0942.

(2) Yama-no-akebono—white with
purple stripes, solid purple and
sekidera. May.

Barry: White with pale yellowish
green blotch. Variation of deep
pink stripes to solid self. Early.

Could be: Yama-no-Hara—pale
purplish pink, white towards cen-
ter, occasional strips of darker pur-
plish pink. Midseason, GB-1158.

(3)Sakuragata—slow-growing low
plant, flowers 1-1-1/2" at first
pink changing to purple. Now
white center with colored boarder,
BG-1347.

Barry: Whitecenter withdeep pink
to deep purplish pink, border. 2 -
2-1/2", upright spreading habit.

This plant resembles the Tamino-
no-Yuki that [ have but Tamino
has no BG number.

For the first two plants one can easily
seehow they could havebeenmislabeled
somewhere along the way, but this does
notapply to the Sakuragata (so-called).
Perhaps others may have had similar
experiences.

MyGlennDaleazalea’Alight’is white
with a colored border (a la ‘Boldface’)
and is so described under ‘Luna’.

Dr. Neil P. Campbell
Washington, D.C.
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Verification Study of the Glenn Dale
Azalea Collection at the U.S. National
Arboretum - 1993

Mark Priest and Barbara Bullock
Washington, D.C.

Introduction

The foundation for a reference collection of Glenn Dale azaleas was established
with the dedication of the Morrison Glenn Dale Azalea Garden at the U.S. National
Arboretum in 1954 (Miller 1992). Unfortunately, four decades later, there is no
complete collection of Glenn Dales anywhere in the country (West 1992). It seems
remarkable that so many cultivars of such a popular hybrid group of azaleas are
difficult to find in public or private collections. Fortunately, efforts are being made to
locate all of the named cultivars of Glenn Dales that were introduced in the 1940’s and
1950’s by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (West 1989). Because there are so many
Glenn Dale cultivars (454), it is difficult to establish a collection which contains all of
them. Several cultivars were never introduced*, and others have become very rare.
Compounding the problem is the fact that many cultivars look quite similar and are
difficult to distinguish from one another (Frazer 1983). Itis not always easy to see the
variations through the eyes of Ben Morrison, the hybridizer of this group, and to
recognize the characteristics that he identified when he chose them to be named
cultivars.

Two years ago Steve Glenn, an intern_from Brookside Gardens, visited the
National Arboretumand noticed that many of the Glenn Daleazaleas that were planted
outside the walls of the Morrison Azalea Garden were incorrectly labeled. The co-
author subsequently initiated a study to check all of the Glenn Dale azaleas at the
Arboretum to determine their correct identity. In 1991, Azalea Society of America
(ASA) member Frank Sobieski volunteered to assist the co-author one day a week with
the verification of Glenn Dale cultivars. As a result of this effort, the magnitude of the
task became evident. The project was too large and blooming over too quickly for two
people working part-time to complete in one season.

In the Spring of 1992, the Friends of the National Arboretum (FONA) funded the
first Azalea Collections intern, Beata Corcoran, to work on the project for four months.
In the Spring of 1993, in collaboration with the Men’s Garden Club of Montgomery
County, FONA funded a second intern, the primary author, to continue the work.

Identifying Azaleas

Many characteristics are used in identifying azalea cultivars. Leaf size, shape,
and color can beimportant, as well as thesizeand growthhabitof the mature plant. The
most important characteristics are the floral ones.

The time of the bloom is very important, especially for Glenn Dales. One of Ben
Morrison’s goals in the Glenn Dale hybridizing project was to introduce azaleas with
a wide range of bloom times.

*Dr. Roy Magruder (U.S. Departinent of Agriculture, retired), after considerableresearch,
concluded that the following clones were never introduced:
Alexandria Aries Barchester Berceuse
Etna Horus Orpheus Pontiff

Candlelight
Touchstone



Morrison Garden in October 1992

Oneofthemostimportantfloral char-
acteristics, and one of the most subtle, is
coloration. Often the differencesin color
among cultivars are slight. Morrison, a
talented artist, had an excellent eye for
color, and he often selected azaleas for
color differences that are difficult to dis-
tinguish even for azalea enthusiasts. Se-
lections were also made based on subtle
differencesinstriping, spotting, orblotch
color. For example, the flower of
‘Stardust’ is almost identical to that of
‘Geisha” except that the lavender sand-
ing of the “Stardust’ flower is less promi-
nent.

Flower size is also important in iden-
tifying Glenn Dale azaleas. Morrison
bred the Glenn Dales to have large flow-
ers and several cultivars have flowers
thatare four inches or more in diameter.
Flower size is sometimes the most no-
ticeable difference between cultivars.

Flower morphology is often a critical
characteristic. There are Glenn Dales
with single, double, and hose-in-hose
flowers, as well as ones with stamens
that have become petaloid and ones
which have six-petaled sports. Some-
times the length and appearance of the
stamens and pistils of the flowers can
also be important.

Finally, sporting mutations can be
useful in identifying certain azaleas.
Many cultivarshave characteristicsports
thatappear fromtimeto time. Thesports
of some cultivars need to be removed
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North End of Morrison Garden in May 1992

whereas the sport bearing branches of
others may revert to producing the
dominent colorations (Morrison, 1953).

Study Methods at the U.S. National
Arboretum

Fornamed cultivars thathaveseveral
representatives in the Collection, we use
the comparison method for identifica-
tion. While the plant of a given cultivar
is in bloom, its flower is checked against
thewrittendescriptionandagainstother
plants of that cultivar in the Collection.
These azaleas have come from several
sources over four decades. Identifica-
tions made using this method are
straightforward and we feel fairly confi-
dent about the results.

If the specimens do not match each
other, or if there is only one specimen in
the Collection, the azaleas are checked
against the written descriptions. It is
sometimes easy to make a decision as to
the correctidentity by using the descrip-
tionin The Glenn Dale Azaleas (Morrison
1953), which describes all of the Glenn
Dale azalea introductions. Occasion-
ally, it becomes necessary to consult the
corrections to this monograph, many of
which have appeared in THE
AZALEAN. Particularly usefulisa com-
prehensive article by Jane Newman
(Newman, 1992). These are good meth-
ods for eliminating possibilities.

Sometimesitis obvious fromtheavail-
able descriptions that an azalea is incor-

rectlylabeled. Ifthe cultivarname printed
on the label cannot be ruled out quickly
by the description, theazalea is carefully
studied to see if all of its characteristics
match those described. This process is
admittedly somewhat subjective. Al-
though anazalea may fitonedescription
well, it may fitother descriptions equally
well. We consult Livingston and West
(1978), to determine which other culti-
vars are similar to the one in question.
Many of these can be ruled out when
further investigated. Only when we are
certain that the azalea in question
matches the description of the name
printed on its record label much better
thanany other descriptiondo wedeclare
it to be correctly labeled. If a decision
cannot be made on the basis of the de-
scription, then we must compare each
specimentoa plantfromanother source.

When obtaining Glenn Dale cultivars
for comparison purposes, itis important
to use a source which has good docu-
mentation on the origin of its azaleas.
Preferably, a source which was part of
the original distribution of Glenn Dales
(aprimary source) should beused. Since
there are very few primary sources, itis
oftennecessary touseasecondary source.
We can be fairly confident of theidentity
of azalea cultivars from secondary
sources which can trace the cultivar back
to one of the primary sources. The far-
ther away a potential source is from a
primarysource, thegreater the probabil-
ity of an error in identification.
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Acrobat
Adorable
Advance
Aladdin
Allegory
Allure
Altair
Ambrosia
Andros
Angela Place
Antares
Anthem
Arcadia
Arctic
Astra

Ave Maria
Bacchante
Bagatelle
Ballet Girl
Beacon
Bishop
Blizzard

Blushing Maid

Bohemian
Boldface
Bountiful
Cadenza
Camelot
Cantabile
Capella
Caprice
Captivation
Caraval
Carmel
Carnival
Cathay
Cavalier
Chameleon
Chanticleer
Chloe
Chum
Cinnabar

Circe
Colleen
Commando
Commodore
Concordia
Conquest
Consolation
Constance
Consuela
Coquette
Coralie
Coral Sea
Corsair
Corydon
Cream Cup
Cremona
Crinoline
Crusader
Damask
Damozel
Darkness
Dauntless
Dayspring
Dazzler
Delight
Delos
Demure
Dimity
Dowager
Dragon
Dream
Duenna
Dulcimer
Echo
Egoist
Elizabeth
Ember
Emblem
Enchantment
Eros
Eucharis
Evangeline
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[Table 1
he following Glenn Dale cultivars are represented in the

N ational Arboretum’s Azalea Collection

Everest
Fairy Bells
Faith

Fakir
Fandango
Fanfare
Favorite
Fawn

F.C. Bradford
Festive
Firedance
Freedom
Frivolity
Furbelow
Galaxy
Ganymede
Geisha
Glacier
Gladiator
Glamour
Glee
Gnome
Grace Freeman
Gracious
Grandam
Grandee
Greeting
Guerdon
Gypsy
Harlequin
Helen Close
Helen Fox
Helen Gunning
Herald
Hopeful
Illusion
Ivory
Jamboree
Janet Noyes
Jeannin
Jongleur
Joya

Jubilee
Kathleen
Kenwood
Killarney
Litany
Lullaby
Luna
Lustre
Madcap
Madeira
Madrigal
Mandarin
Manhattan
Marmora

Martha Hitchcock

Mary Helen

Mary Margaret

Masterpiece
Mayflower
Megan
Melanie
Merlin
Meteor
Minstrel
Modesty
Moira
Moonbeam
Morgana
Morning Star

Mother of Pearl

Motley
Muscadine
Nectar
Nerissa
Niphetos
Nobility
Nocturne
Novelty
Nubian
Opera
Oriflamme

Padre
Paladin
Paprika
Pearl Bradford
Phoebe
Picador
Picotee
Pied Piper
Pink Star
Pinocchio
Pinto
Pippin
Pixie
Portent
Prelate
Presto
Prodigal
Puck
Quakeress
Quest
Radiance
Red Bird
Red Hussar
Refrain
Refulgence
Regina
Requiem
Reward
Rosalie
Rosette
Safrano
Sagittarius
Samite
Samson
Satyr
Seafoam
Seashell
Sebastian
Seneca
Sentinel
Sheila

Shimmer
Silver Cup
Silver Moon
Simplicity
Snowclad
Stardust
Surprise
Susannah
Suwanee
Swagger
Swansong
Swashbuckler
Taffeta
Tanager
Temptation
Tristan
Trophy
Troubador
Trouper
Undine
Ursula
Valentine
Vanguard
Velvet
Vespers
Vestal
Violetta
Vision
Wanderer
Welcome
Whimsical
Whirlwind
Winedrop
Winner
Wisdom
Witchery
Yeoman
Youth
Zealot
Zingari
Zulu



The outside plant source we use the
most in identification is the Ten Oaks
Nursery of Clarksville, Maryland. ASA
member Dick West has been able to re-
cover many cultivars of Glenn Dales
from this nursery, which was intensely
involved in the original Glenn Dale aza-
lea distribution program (West 1989).
Dickhasbeeninstrumentalinsupplying
the Arboretum with Glenn Dale culti-
vars that have become very rare.

Occasionally, we are unable to deter-
mine the identity of an azalea in the
Collection evenifithas arecord label. In
Collection evenif ithasarecord label. In
this case we consider the identity of the
azalea to be questionable. This can hap-
penwhen there isno source for the plant
and the description is unusually vague
and doesn’t give enough detail for us to
feel confident about the identification.

Azaleas with no record label are fre-
quently placed in the category of ques-
tionable identity. The most effective
way to determine the identity of an un-
known azalea cultivaris to compareit to
known cultivars that are similar. Occa-
sionallyweareable toidentify unknown
azaleas using this method. Using
Livingston and West (1978), we can cre-
ate a list of possibilities which can be
checked againstother azaleas in the Col-
lection. Wecan also takeadvantage of our
knowledge of the history of the Azalea
Collection. For example, we now know a
fair amount about the hillside planting of
azaleas southwestof theMorrisonGarden.
Bell-numbered azalea selections were
planted in groups of 10 to 15 plants on the
hillside(West, Miller, and Bullock 1992),s0
we can hypothesize that contiguous aza-
leas that look alike are all from the same
clone. (“Bell numbers” were assigned for
internal control in the programs of the
USDA Plant Introduction Station atGlenn
Dale, Maryland.)

The co-author discovered that several
thirty-year-old record books are very
useful in identifying older plants in the
Collection. The record books contain
information about the azaleas that were
planted in the Morrison Garden prior to
its reorganization in the 1970’s. Dr. Roy
Magruder, formerly with the Agricul-
tural Research Servicein Beltsville, spent
a considerable amount of time as col-

Tablel2!
Status of the Glenn Dale azaleas i
the ational Arboretum’s Azalea Collectio
Total # Labeled Glenn Percent Total Glenn
Dales at USNA Dales at USNA
Total Plants in Collection 672 100
Correctly Labeled Plants 408 61
Incorrectly Labeled Plants 143 21
Questionable Plants 106 16
Plants Not Checked 15 2
Number of Cultivars
to Ac uire 205
Tablel3

Number of Glenn Dale azaleas and
orrectly labeled as listed by garden or bed:

Garden or Bed Number of Percent Correctly
Glenn Dales Labeled

Morrison Garden 191 79

Beds M and N 70 41

Beds 1-6 197 86

Azalea Loop Area 214 91

laboratorstudying these old recordbooks
from 1966-1972. After making numer-
ous evaluations of the Glenn Dale aza-
leas in the Arboretum’s Collection, he
was able to attach thenames of the cul ti-
vars to the coded tags referenced in the
books. When azaleas with these coded
tags are found, we can determine their
correct identity using Dr. Magruder’s
notations in the old record books.

Color Determinations

The color determinations madein this
study were done using the ISCC-NBS
color chart** In order to translate the
Ridgway color names found in Morri-
son’s monograph into thenames used in
the ISCC-NBS Method of Designating
Color, we consulted an article by Ruth
Harrington in THE AZALEAN (Har-
rington 1988).**

Results

Of the 454 cultivars of Glenn Dale
azalea cultivars named by Morrison,
there are 249 correctly identified culti-
vars represented in the National
Arboretum’s Azalea Collection at the
time of this article (see Table 1). While
mostcultivarshave numerous represen-
tatives in the Collection, some that we
checked were represented by only one
plant.

There are a total of 672 Glenn Dale
azaleas withNational Arboretumrecord
labels throughout the Collection (see
Table 2). The Morrison Garden itself
contains 191 plants, beds M and N con-
tain 70 plants, beds 1-6 contain 197 plants,
and the remaining 214 arelocated on the
hill above the Morrison Garden and
throughout the Azalea Loop Area Col-
lections (see Table3; Figure 1). Inthecourse

** U.S. National Bureau of Standards [1965]. ISCC-NBS Color Name Charts
INustrated with Centroid Colors (Supplement to NBS Circular 553). Although now
withdrawn because of some color shifts over time, the centroid color chips still
provide a useful means of visualizing what is meant by the Inter-Society Color
Council—National Bureau of Standards color names.

*** The color-name translation in the Harrington articleis based on the “Dictionary
of Color Names” included in Kelly, K. L. and Judd, D. B. 1976. Color: Universal
Language and Dictionary of Names, NBS Special Publication Number 440, Wash-
ington, DC, U.S. Government Printing Office, pp. 83-158
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The Azale
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B. Y. Morrison
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Bell-numbered
selections
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of hybrid
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hybrid azaleas
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Satsuki azalea
garden

woxt® 7

Figure 1 A nap indicating the locations of the various beds discussed in this article.

of two flowering seasons, we have been
able to check 657 plants. We have found
that408 Glenn Dales are correctly labeled.
In other words, we are fairly certain that
61% of the Glenn Dales checked in the
Collection belong to the cultivars named
on their respective record labels. We also
determined that 143 Glenn Dales are incor-
rectly labeled. We believe that these 21%
are other Glenn Dale cultivars. We were
unable toconfirm theidentity of 106 Glenn
Dales, or 16% of those checked in the Col-
lection. Fifteen Glenn Dales, or 2% of the
Collection, have not yet been checked.

Wedidnotfind aconstant percentage
of correctly labeled azaleas across the
Collection. Inside the Morrison Garden,
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we found that out of 191 plants, 79%
were correctly labeled. InbedsMand N,
of 70 plants, 41% were correctly labeled.
In beds 1-6, of 197 plants, 86% were
correctly labeled. In the Azalea Loop
Area about 91% were correctly labeled.
The mislabeled azaleasin Beds Mand N
accounted for almost 30% of the
mislabeled Glenn Dales in the entire col-
lection.

Discussion

Two years into our study we are be-
ginning to get a clearer picture of the
state of the Glenn Dale holdings of the
U.S. National Arboretum’s Azalea Col-
lection. We have been able to verify the

identity of 61% of the Glenn Dales and
we now have good information on the
identities of over 80% of the Glenn Dales
in the Collection. In most cases the re-
maining 20% have been determined
questionable and we should be able to
make more detailed determinations for
these when we receive more cuttings
from Ten Oaks Nursery and other
sources.

One of the interesting findings that
we made was the large number of incor-
rectly labeled azaleas in beds M and N,
east of the Morrison Garden. After ex-
amining the accession information for
these azaleaswe found that mostof them
were received at the Arboretum in 1984



and 1985. Itis very likely thata mistake
was made when these plants were re-
ceived,and thatsomehow their tags were
mixed up. We are fairly confident that
we will eventually be able to reunite the
azaleas with their correct record labels.
When we are able to sortout the mix-up
in beds M and N, there will be an even
higher proportion of correctly identified
azaleas in the Collection.

Whenweareabletofurtherevaluatethe
azaleaswithquestionableidentityand those
that are mislabeled, we may find that we
have even more cultivars than previously
thought. For now we are conservatively
estimating that we will need to acquire all
205 of the cultivars thatmay beabsentfrom
the Collection. Moreover, we will need to
acquire additional plants of several culti-
vars to facilitate the ongoing process of
verifyingquestionableidentities inthe Col-
lection.

Conclusion

Wehavemadesignificant progressin
the first two years of our study of the
Glenn Dale Azaleas in the National
Arboretum’s Azalea Collection. Our
Glenn Daleholdings arebecoming more
reliably identified and labeled, and al-
ready there are noticeable results from
our work. Azalea Society and Rhodo-
dendron Society members are taking re-
newed interest in the Azalea Collection
(especially the Glenn Daleholdings)as a
reference collection.

The Arboretum’s Azalea Collection
hasalwaysbeenimportantand informa-
tive for azalea enthusiasts from around
the country. This past Spring many
visitors toured the Collection with note-
book in hand making wish lists for their
own gardens. These visitors were
pleased that we areaddressing the prob-
lem of mislabeled azaleas and were very
supportive of the work in this study.

In the years to come we will continue
our efforts to achieve a complete collec-
tion of Glenn Dales and other azalea
hybrid groups. Animportantgoal of the
Azalea Collection is to maintain refer-
ence collections of important azalea hy-

brid groups. In addition to the Glenn
Dale hybrid group we hope to develop
reference collections of the Beltsville
Dwarfs and Yerkes-Pryor groups, the
John Creech and H. T. Skinner selec-
tions, the Robin Hill and Linwood
groups, the Shammarello and Gable
groups,and the North Tisbury, Kurume,
and Satsuki hybrid groups. As with the
Glenn Daleazaleas, eachof these groups
will undergo a process of verification
and study.

Achieving these goals will require a
long-term commitment. Assembling a
complete collection of Glenn Dales will
itself take a tremendous amount of effort
spread out over many years. A consider-
able number of cultivars must still be ac-
quired; some are extremely rare and a few
may havebeenlostaltogether. Inaddition,
plants that die must be replaced and the
many questionable and mislabeled plants
must be further evaluated.

We have to examine other hybrid
groups in order to correct similar prob-
lems in these collections. The co-author
has already begun the process of check-
ing many of the Satsuki azaleas in the
Frederic P. Lee Garden. These are more
difficult to study because detailed writ-
ten descriptions are not as readily avail-
able as they are for the Glenn Dale hy-
brid group. Inthecomingyears wehope
to complete the verification of all of the
azaleas in the Arboretum’s Collection.
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sity of Maryland. Ms. Bullock camne to her
current position as Curator of the Azalen
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Armstrong’s Azaleas
William Poling

Silver Spring, Maryland

The name Stuart Armstrong is a familiar one to many in the azalea community,
particularly those witha historical bent. A former presidentof the American Horticul-
tural Society, Armstrong was a friend and neighbor of Benjamin Y. Morrison, the
legendary creator of the Glenn Dale hybrids. Armstrong’s name is said to have been
inscribed on a bench in the National Arboretum, though I've never found it. I have
foundasmall park notfar from his formerhome, named in his honor. Morrison himself

named two of his Back Acres hybrids after Armstrong and his wife Marion.

ued to live in the Silver Spring house until the mid-1980s.

30

In the mid-1930s, the Armstrongs moved into a spacious, new brick home
overlooking Sligo Creek Park in Silver Spring, Maryland, not more than a mile from
Morrison’s home in Takoma Park, Maryland. Over the years, the Armstrongs
cultivated a large garden with hundreds of azaleas, rhododendrons, hollies and other
trees and shrubs. It was a life-long avocation. Armstrong died in 1970. Marion
Armstrong, who resides today in another Washington suburb, remarried and contin-

or what it's worth, here’s a list of the tags we have found
on and about the grounds

Tag

Acorn
Ambrosia
Andros
Angela Place
Baroque
Bravo
Bridesmaid
Cinderella
Cora Brandt
Darling
Dazzler
Defiant
Duenna
Emblem
Eucharis
Faith

Gable ?
Galathea
Geisha
Grenadier
Helen Close
Ivan Anderson
Ivory
Jongleur
Joseph Hayden
Kintano

Status

Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Loose Tag*
Loose Tag*
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Loose Tag*
Dead
Alive
Alive

Tag

Kusadama
Leonore

Mme. Butterfly
Malaguena

Marion Armstrong

Moonbeam
Nocturne
Pilgrim
Pinto
Prosperity
Prudence
Psyche
Rosette
Salmon
Samite
Scout

Sea Foam
Shell Pink
Suwanee
Swan Song
Trousseau
Vespers
Vision
Whimsical
Winner
Yeoman

* [Loose tags were not attached to any plant, ed.]
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Status

Alive
Alive
Alive
Loose Tag*
Loose Tag*
Alive
Alive
Dead
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Loose Tag*
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Alive
Dead
Alive
Alive
Alive
Loose Tag*
Loose Tag*
Alive
Alive

The next owner of the property al-
lowed much of the garden to fall into a
state of disrepair and neglect. By Janu-
ary of 1992, a good bit of Stuart
Armstrong’s garden had grown into a
sprawling thicket. Andromeda and aza-
leas in one area competed for light by
growing unattended to heights of over
ten feet.

Elsewhere on the property, scores of
plants were choked with ivy, honey-
suckle, wild grape, Virginia creeper and
other vines. Some, matted with layers of
vines, fallen leaves, and tree limbs, were
dead to the root, their metal name tags
dangling hopelessly in the cold. Sap-
lings gathered in what was oncea pond.
One garden path was blocked by a fallen
tree. Others were obscured by weeds
and invaded by unkempt azaleas. This
was the condition of the Armstrong gar-
den when my wife and I bought the
place in 1992.

Dilettante gardeners thatweare,we're
still asking ourselves, “Where do we
start?” We have hacked much dead
wood and have cut some of the over-
grown giants down to size, but we have
moved nothing and, so far, have killed
nothing worth keeping, we think.

Despite the passage of time and the
years of neglect, over 40 azaleas have
been found with plastic and/or metal
nametags. Butforeveryplantwithatag,
we have four or five without one. Sev-
eral tags have six-digit numbers and
other notations, including a few that in-
cludeMorrison’sinitials,such as “Samite
BYMNRI”. Onecanonly guesshere, but
NRI could stand for National Radio In-
stitute, where Armstrong spent most of
his professional life as an advertising
executive. But what’s the connection?

Nearly a dozen tags have been found
loose on the ground, including ‘Marion
Armstrong’. If there is a ‘Stuart
Armstrong’ on the property, we don't
know where itis. Of course, nothing is
certain about these tags. The tags for
‘Bravo’ and ‘Moonbeam’ are on plants
that seem to have common roots.

Armstronghimselfapparently fell vic-
tim to uncertainty from time-to-time.
Onelabel has a question mark following
the word Gable, along with the note



“Pink H in H”. Alas, the tag was not
attached to a plant when we found it.
Only recently did we learn that “Gable”
is a group of hybrids and not some po-
tentially priceless cultivar wasting away
in a tangle of ivy.

We may have an example of the elu-
sive Glenn Dale ‘Luna’, a rarity recently
found by Richard West in the Ten Oaks
Nursery (see THE AZALEAN 15 No. 1
(1993): 12-16), but we don’t know for
sure.

When we mentioned Morrison'’s
name to one of Armstrong’s sons, who
paid a surprise visit recently, he waved
his arm across our half-acre and said,
”Yeah, this is all his stock”. Blockhead
that I am, I didn’t follow-up and ask,
“Whatexactly do you mean by that?” So
we don’t know, yet. What we don’t
know could fill this garden, and has.

In a moment of panic a few months
after we arrived, I posted a note on a
computerbulletinboard under the head-
ing “Azalea Jungle”, hoping for some
guidance onhow much pruning some of
my ancient giants could withstand. By a
lucky accident, my electronic message
caught the eye of ASA member Nancy
Swell of Richmond, VA. Nancy put me
intouch with Bill Miller of the Brookside
Gardens Chapter, who was then the
Society’s Vice President and co-chair-
man of the Membership Committee.
After adroitly recruiting me to join the
chapter, Bill suggested an article such as
this to inform THE AZALEAN readers
about the fate of the Armstrong garden.

I can report that the state of the
Armstrong garden is improving slowly.
Theproperty consisted of three adjacent
lots in Armstrong’s time. One is not
ours,andislosinga battlewith pokeweed
and honeysuckle. Our side, two of
Armstrong’s original threelots, is gradu-
ally revealing its secrets.

Williain Polingisajournalist by profes-
sion. His new “hobby” was brought about by
circumstance when he bought his current
house. (1

The Origin and Children of “Kermesina”

Tijs Huisman
The Netherlands

Justby accident (?} I'turned over the leaves of my “Azalea-bible”—as I call the
book by Fred C. Galle.” On page 180 I read about ‘Kermesina”: “(old variety in
Boskoop, parentage unknown): strong purplish red; very hardy. Also listed as a
R. kiusianum.”

Who am I to doubt what Mr. Galle writes? Blzlt this made me curious, and I
looked at the beautiful book of Mr. Schmalscheidt.” He tells something different,
as [ will describe below.

“Kermesina” is probably a hybrid of Georg Arends. Mr. Ernst Stockmann,
who owns a nursery in Bad Zwischenahn-Rostrup told the following story:

About 1955 he bought a collection of evergreen azaleas from a garden-
architect, Mr. Hermann Brumund in Oldenburg, who had laid out some
beautiful gardens. He had also a garden-area in Blohenfelde, a part of
Oldenburg. This Mr. Brumund had worked as garden help at the nursery
of Mr. Arends and had taken these azaleas from his nursery. He called
them ”Kermesina rosea”. When he got older (he died rather young) he
asked Mr. Stockmann to take over these about 100 Kermesinas.

And if this Mr. Stockmann tells the truth, this must be the right story.
Nevertheless it is still uncertain, what the parents of this azalea are.

After the introduction of ‘Kermesina’, many hybridizers made crosses with it
as father or mother. Hans Hachmann for instance has had some fine results:

‘Granada’ = ‘Rubinstern’ x (‘Red Pimpernel’ x ‘Kermesina’)

‘Gabriela’ = ‘Muttertag’ x ‘Kermesina’

“Rosalind’ = ‘Kermesina’ x ‘Jeanette’

‘Schneeglanz’ = ditto; how is it possible? ‘Rosalind’ clear pink; ‘Schneeglanz’

pure white with a small yellow blotch.
‘Rubinetta’ the same cross as ‘Gabriela’
‘Schneewittchen’ = 'Kermesina’ x ‘John Cairns’

‘Also Mr. Urban Schumacher made the cross ‘Kermesina’ x ‘Muttertag’. The
result: ‘Ruhrfeuer’, a clear red low growing plant.

The last cross that I know of is from Mr. Heinrich Meyer in Uchte:
‘Patricia Barmold’ = ‘Kermesina’ x ‘Blue Danube’

‘Kermesina’ has produced also some sports. In 1972 the nurseryman August
Wemken found on the planta sportwith pink flowers butnow white edged—called
‘Kermesina Rose’. On this sport he found in 1978 a pure white sportand he called
this descendant ‘Kermesina Alba’.

The last note that I found is ‘Diamant Weiss’. This hybrid does not belong to
the other ‘Diamant’ plants which are from Mr. Carl Fleischmann. This ‘Diamant
Weiss' is a cross between ‘Kermesina’ and Rh. prinophyllum (Rh. roseiin) and made
by Mr. Stockmann.

All these ‘Kermesina’ plants are rather compact, hardy to atleast -10 degrees
F and have flowers between 4 and 5 cm. Flowering is late to very late.

Reference
1. Galle, Fred C. Azaleas. Portland, OR: Timber Press, 1985.
2. Walter Schmalscheidt, Rhododendron—und Azaleenzuchtung in Deutschland,
Verlag Heinz Hansmann, Rinteln, Germany. 0
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Jim Shanks is Professor of Horticulture,
Emeritus, The University of Maryland at
College Park. Andy Adams is retired
President of Ten Oaks Nursery of
Clarksville, Maryland.
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More Princess Azalea Introductions

James B. Shanks and Andrew N. Adams, Jr.
Beltsville, MD and Clarksville, MD

The Princess Azaleas are a new hybrid group characterized by mediumtolarge,
double and hose-in-hose double flowers of clear colors on compact, hardy, evergreen
plants. Bred for greenhouse forcingand landscape planting, they have been developed
at the University of Maryland, and are being propagated and introduced by Andy
Adams, Jr. of Ten Oaks Nursery, Clarksville, Maryland.

Thefirst five introductions were announced one year ago in a March 1993 article
inTHE AZALEAN [1]. They were: ‘Princess Andrea’, light red, hose-in-hose double;
‘Princess Deborah’, salmon-pink, hose-in-hose double; "Princess Megan’, light pink,
hose-in-hose double; ‘Princess Ruth’, pink, slightly ruffled, partial double; and ‘Prin-
cess Sharon’, white, slightly double flower.

Background

As explained in some more detail in the March 1993 article, the original crosses
were made in the spring of 1950 for the purpose of producing larger flowers on the
popular Kurume and other azaleas having a fairly compact growth habit. The large-
flowered Belgian variety ‘Vervaeneana’ as the seed parent was pollinated with
‘Amoena’, ‘Coral Bells’, ‘'Hexe’, ‘Hinodegiri’, ‘"Mucronatum’, Rhododendron kaempferi,
‘Pink Pearl’, R. simsii, and two azaleas of unknown origin, one pink and one white.
From 1954 until 1977, controlled crosses were made of selections from the resulting
group of plants and their progeny with additional cultivars being included in the
program beginning in 1958.

Selection was made for plants with a moderately vigorous, butcompactand free-
branching growth habit with medium-to-large flowers of clear colors. Other character-
istics looked for were early flowering, floriferousness, and long-lasting flowers. While
theinitial emphasis was on selections for outdoor planting in the central Maryland area
(U.S.D.A. planthardiness zone 6B, 0 to -5 F), the majoremphasis from 1960 to 1977 when
the last crosses were made was to produce types for greenhouse forcing. All seedling
plants were eventually planted out-of-doors to ascertain their winter survival charac-
teristics.

New Introductions

This article introduces four more Princess Azaleas: ‘Princess Allison’, ‘Princess
Connie’, ‘Princess Mary Lee’, and ‘Princess Tessa.” The following gives pedigree and
descriptions for thenew introductions. Sizes stated are in centimeters (2.54 cm=1inch).
Color descriptions are based on the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Colour Chartof
1966, and, unless stated otherwise, the comparative bloom times were for 1983 at
College Park, Maryland.

‘Princess Mary Lee’ was selected and named in honor of Mary Lee Banfield who,
with her husband, Paul Landon Banfield, founded the Landon School in Bethesda,
Maryland. The school is the site of the Landon Azalea Garden Festival which features
the Perkins azalea garden. Limited numbers of one-year old plants of *Princess Mary
Lee’ and the three other new introductions will be made available to the public for the
first time at the 41st Annual Landon Azalea Garden Festival, April 29—May 1.
Additionally, limited quantities of the first five hybrids introduced last year will also
be available. Twenty-five cents from the sale of each plant will be donated to the
Horticultural Research Fund at the University of Maryland at College Park.



‘Princess Allison’

Large double white flower (to 7 cm. dia.), spring leaves
1.25 x 3.5 cm., plant habit round-spreading to 25 cm. at three

‘Princess Mary Lee’

Large, hose-in-hose double flower (to 6 cm. dia.), clear
pink (RHS 55B), leaf 1.5 x4 cm. Bloom May 10.

years. Bloom May 7.
Pedigree
Year Cross Progeny
Designation
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Coral Bells’ MD 50-2-3
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Pink Pearl’ MD 50-7-44
1957 MD 50-7-44 x MD 50-2-3 MD 57-1-3
1960 ‘Chimes’ x ‘Crimson Glory’ MD 60-3-2
1960 ‘Chimes’ x MD 57-1-3 MD 60-7-4
1960 U.S.D.A. B.44838 x MD 50-7-44 MD 60-11-1
1961 ‘Chimes’x U.S.D.A. B.44838 MD 61-10-1
1964 MD 60-7-4 x ‘Dr. Alderfer’ MD 64-39-1
1965 MD 60-3-2 x MD 64-10-1 MD 65-17-1
1968 ‘White Christmas’x MD 65-17-1  MD 68-13-3
1968 MD 60-11-1 x MD 64-39-1 MD 68-46-5
1977 MD 68-13-3 x MD 68-46-5 MD 77-8-5

‘Princess Allison’

‘Princess Connie’

Original seedling was a large hose-in-hose double flower
(to 6 cm. dia.), candy stripe pink (RHS 61D) on white mutating
to present pink with white edge form, leaf 1.25 x4.5 cm. Plant
habit broader than high, plant canopy at three years 28 cm.

diameter x 22 cm. high. Bloom May 7.

Pedigree
Year Cross Progeny
Designation
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Amoena’ MD 50-1-1
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Coral Bells’ MD 50-2-3
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Mucronatum’ MD 50-5-7
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Pink Pearl’ MD 50-7-3
MD 50-741
MD 50-744
1953 MD 50-1-1 x MD 50-5-7 MD 53-5-1
1957 MD 50-7-3 x MD 50-2-3 MD 57-1-3
1959  ‘Triumph’ x MD 50-7-41 MD 59-4-11
MD 59-4-20
1959 U.S.D.A.PI226144 x MD 53-5-1 MD 59-14-2
MD 59-14-3
1960 ‘Chimes’x MD 57-1-3 MD 60-7-4
1960 U.S.D.A. B.44838 x MD 50-7-44 MD 60-11-1
1961 ‘Chimes’ x U.S.D.A. B.44838 MD 61-10-1
1962 MD 59-14-2 x MD 59-14-3 MD 62-30-1
1964 MD 60-74 x MD 59-4-20 MD 64-39-1
1966 MD 59-4-11 x MD 60-7-4 MD 66-17-1
1966 MD 61-10-1 x MD 62-30-1 MD 66-51-2
1968 MD 60-11-1 x MD 64-39-1 MD 68-46-5
1969 MD 66-51-2 x MD 66-17-1 MD 69-41-1
1973 MD 69-41-1 x MD 68-46-5 MD 73-13-5

Mutating to (sport) MD 73-13-5B

‘Princess Connie’

Pedigree
Year Cross Progeny
Designation
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Amoena’ MD 50-1-1
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’x ‘Coral Bells’ MD 50-2-3
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Mucronatum’ MD 50-5-7
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Pink Pearl’ MD 50-7-3
MD 50-741
MD 50-7-44
1953 MD50-1-1 x MD 50-5-7 MD 53-5-1
1957 MD 50-7-3 x MD 50-2-3 MD 57-1-3
1959  ‘Triumph’ x MD 50-7-41 MD 59-4-11
MD 594-20
1959 US.D.A.PI226146 x MD 53-5-1 MD59-14-2
MD 59-14-3
1960 ‘Chimes’ x MD 57-1-3 MD 60-7-4
1960 U.S.D.A. B.44838 x MD 50-7-44 MD 60-11-1
1961 ‘Chimes’ x U.S.D.A. B.44838 MD 61-10-1
1962 MD 59-14-2 x MD 59-14-3 MD 62-30-1
1964 MD 60-7-4 x MD 59-4-20 MD 64-39-1
1966 MD 59-4-11 x MD 60-7-4 MD 66-17-1
1966 MD 61-10-1 x MD 62-30-1 MD 66-51-2
1968 MD 60-11-1 x MD 64-39-1 MD 68-46-5
1969 MD 66-51-2 x MD 66-17-1 MD 69-41-1
1973 MD 69-41-1 x MD 68-46-5 MD 73-13-3
"Princess Mary Lee’

‘Princess Tessa’

Large hose-in-hose double flower (to 6 cm. dia.), deep
salmon (RHS 47C), leaf 1.25 x 3 cm. Bloom May 12.

Pedigree
Year Cross Progeny
Designation
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Amoena’ MD 50-1-1
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x ‘Mucronatum’ MD 50-5-7
1950 ‘Vervaeneana’ x R. simnsii MD 50-9-1
1953 MD 50-9-1 x MD 50-1-1 MD 53-3-1
1953 MD 50-1-1 x MD 50-5-7 MD 53-5-1
1958 U.S.D.A. B.44838 x MD 50-7-41  MD 58-13-1
1959 U.S.D.A.PI1226144 x MD 53-3-1 MD 59-14-4
1959 ‘Triumph’ x MD 53-5-1 MD 59-4-2
1961 ‘Chimes’ x MD 58-13-1 MD 61-13-3
1962 MD 59-14-4 x MD 59-4-2 MD 62-31-1
1966 MD 61-13-3 x MD 62-31-1 MD 66-54-1
1967 U.S.D.A.B.44838 x ‘Dr. Bergman’ MD 67-13-3
1977 MD 66-54-1 x MD 67-13-3 MD 77-1-A

(Use of “A” in mumber indicates ‘Princess Tessa’
plant is fine for landscaping,

but less suitable for forcing.)
Reference

(1) Shanks, ]. B.and A.N. Adams, Jr. Introduction of the Princess
Azaleas, THE AZALEAN, March 1993, 15(1), 9-11. a
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Observations On Azalea Culture

Courtland Lee
Glenn Dale, Maryland

Last summer (1993) was oneof thehhottestand driest on record
for Maryland, east of Washington, D.C. The temperature remained in
the high 90’s—even 100’s—for weeks in July and August. Although
humidity was high, there was little precipitation. Perhapsall our rain
fell in the Mississippi Valley. It did afford some interesting observa-
tions of how mass azalea plantings survived these drought conditions.

Of particular concern for these observations were several local
embankment plantings of many varieties and numerous individual
plants. A pattern of mortality was noticed and a theory is proposed
to explain these observations. Itappears to this author that failure of
plants was more a question of ground water hydrology than one of
hardiness of a particular cultivar. No tests were directed to drought
hardiness of particular cultivars. Where moderate watering was
done in the morning or evening on beds containing several hundred
cultivars, including many of the Glenn Dales, no problem seems to be
cultivar-specific.

Over the past few years we at Boxlee have transplanted, largely
from Frank White’s collection, many of his named varieties and have
had success in establishment of well over 95%. Of those plants that
did not make it, most were planted too deep or the mice got to them
the first winter. It should be noted that Frank White did not use the
light pine bark medium that seems to be catching on today. For the
many other cultivars which were not from Frank White that were
transplanted in a pine bark medium, care and extra watering had to
take place to ensure a “wick” effect didn’t dry out the plant before it
became established. Our success ratio with these plants was not as
high. Mulching helps, as well as mixing some native soil at planting
time. Our soil is a mixture of sand and clay. It should be noted that
none of these plants are in the direct sun.

From the above background I made the following observation
of some large commercial embankment plantings of azaleas in the
area. It seemed that the greatest mortality of newly transplanted
plants occurred at the top third of the slope. Not all plants died but
the pattern was obvious. Also, in one case where there was a level
gouge in the embankment where water could collect, little mortality
occurred even though in an identical level planting nearby mortality
was up to 50%. Itis the opinion of this author that the explanation of
this lies in the behavior of the ground water relative to the surface of
thebank, and that after a period of hot searing weather the hardened
ground is not receptive to rainfall and most subsequent rain immedi-
ately runs off. The Diagrams A and B illustrate these observations.

The conclusion is that some sort of trenching along a slope in an
area unlikely to be watered will improve transplant success. In
addition first year transplants need watering in dry spells since they
can become points of selective drying due to the light planting
medium.

Courtland LeeisanazaleagrowerandaCertified Professional Geologist.
Boxleeis a 10-acre historic sitea nile from the Plant Introduction Station in
Glenn Dale, MD. Mr. Lee has been along-time inember of the Ben Morrison
Chapter of the Azalea Society of America. Q



Book Review

The Bell Book: Indexes of Cultivar
Names, PI Number, Bell Number and
Seed Lot and Sisterhood Tables for the
Glenn Dale Hybrid Azaleas by William
C.MillerIII, and Richard T. West. Pub-
lished by the Azalea Works, 7613
Quintana Court, Bethesda, MD 20817.
$22.00plus postage, and $1.10Maryland
State Sales Tax where Applicable.

The Bell Book is presented as a com-
panion to Monograph 20, the little book
by B. Y. Morrison that serves as the basic
reference on the Glenn Dale azaleas hy-
bridized by Morrison at the Department
of Agriculture Plant Introduction Sta-
tion. The Bell Book is named after a
record-keeping system used at the Plant
Introduction Station in which a “Bell
Number” was assigned to a card in file
onwhichwas recorded “events” suchas
the making of a particular cross, the
selection of a seedling for further study,
etc.. The Bell Book was developed using
the Bell Number cards, notes, and any
other data that was available at the Plant
Introduction Station and presents the
data from these records in a form that
can shed considerable light on theerrors
and oversights thatappear to have been
printed in Monograph 20. That errors
exist in the succinct listings and descrip-
tions of Monograph 20 is not surprising
considering the magnitude of the breed-
ing, growing, selectionand distribution
process thatwasrequired to produce the
450 or so Glenn Dale hybrids. However,
theextensive records madeas part of the
GlennDalehybridization program were
kept by the Department of Agriculture
and these are the records thathave been
used by Miller and West in putting to-
gether the Bell Book.

The major elements of the identifica-
tion scheme used at the Plant Introduc-
tion Station at the time of the Glenn Dale
Azalea project are the Seed Lot number
which identified the particular cross, the
Bell number which was used to track a
specific plant, and the PI (Plant Intro-
ductionynumber which was used toiden-
tify a plant that was selected for vegeta-
tive propagation and distribution. The
book consists of a few pages of informa-

tive text followed by four sections of
data in tabular form. The first table is
arranged alphabetically by cultivar
name and includes the “PInumber, Bell
number, the seed lot number, the seed
parentand the pollen parent”. The other
three tables contains exactly the same
data, but the second table is presented
in order by PJ, the third table in the
order of Bell number and the fourth in

order of Seed Lot number. Each of these
tables is conveniently printed on a dif-
ferent color of paper. The book is bound
in a soft, but apparently durable cover.
The Bell Book is a must for the serious
azalea collector or anyone interested in
careful identification of or knowing the
relationships between the Glenn Dale
cultivars.

Reviewed by Robert W. Hobbs a

Azalea Calendar

April 4
April 5
April 9
April 28-30

1994

Brookside Gardens Chapter Meeting at the Davis Library
Dallas Chapter Meeting at 6:30, Tuesday, at the Dallas Arboretum
Glenn Dale Preservation Project Work Day

Azalea Society of America Annual Meeting and Convention

sponsored by the Richmond Chapter

April 29-May 1 Landon Gardens Azalea Festival and Brookside Gardens Chap-
ter flower show held at Landon School, Bethesda, MD

May 1

Deadline for receiving material (articles, advertisements, and

chapter news) for the June issue of THE AZALEAN

May 5-8
May 15
June 6
June 7

August 1

ARS Annual Convention in Asheville, North Carolina

Dallas Chapter Plant Sale

Brookside Gardens Chapter Meeting at the Twinbrook Library
Dallas Chapter Meeting at 6:30, Tuesday, at the Dallas Arboretum

Deadline for receiving material (articles, advertisements, and

chapter news) for the September issue of THE AZALEAN

September17 Glenn Dale Preservation Project Work Day

September 21
October 7-9
October 15

November1

Dallas Chapter Meeting at 6:30, Tuesday, at the Dallas Arboretum
ARS Western Regional Conference in Lynnwood, Washington
Glenn Dale Preservation Project Work Day

Deadline for. receiving material (articles, advertisements, and

chapter news) for the December issue of THE AZALEAN

November 1
Park Town Hall

Dallas Chapter Meeting at 6:30PM, Tuesday, at the Highland

November19 Glenn Dale Preservation Project Work Day
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Ben Morrison Chapter
Dale Flowers, President

Our last meeting was our annual
Christmas Party held December 12,1993
at2:00PM at the home of Dale and Carol
Flowers. Funandlots of food washad by
all.

Thenext meeting of the Ben Morrison
Chapter will be held in conjunction with
thededication of the Harding Garden at
the American Horticultural Society
Headquarters at River Farm.

The chapter voted to close the Glenn
Dale Post Office Box due to the fact that
Ed Rothe is retiring and will not be in
that area very often. Mail will be for-
warded to Dale and Carol Flowers at 12
Henson Landing Road, Welcome, MD
20693.Q

Brookside Chapter
Bill Johnson, President

The last meeting of- the Brookside
Chapter was held December 6 at the
David Library in Bethesda. The speak-
ers were Barbara Bullock and Susan
Belsinger. Barbara Bullock, curator of
the Azalea and Rhododendron collec-
tions at our National Arboretum, spoke
about propagation of azaleas. The talk
was directed to first-time propagators.
Barbarademonstrated stem cuttingsand
showed examples with roots forming.

As a holiday treat to those in atten-
danceSusan Belsinger shared someideas
to keep the holidays filled with spirit.
Hope you took notes if you love flowers
and appreciate good food. Susan is an
open-minded cook who teaches and
writes about food and gardening near
Brookeville, Maryland.

Bill Johnson has received the F. P. Lee
commendation for 1993. He is the first
sitting president to be so honored.

Our future meetings will be April 4 at
the Davis Library and June 6 at the
Twinbrook Library. a
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Society News

Oconee Chapter
Pheleta Hambrick, Secretary

A meeting of the Oconee Chapter of
the Azalea Society of America was held
on November 14, 1993 at 2:00PM at the
First Baptist Church of Conyers with 19
members and guests present.

The meeting was called to order by
president Jim Thornton. Mr. Thornton
reminded us that this was his last official
meeting as president and introduced
David Butler, the in-coming president
for 1994. Jimalso introduced the incum-
bent officers for the year, who will re-
main in their offices for 1994. They are:
Tom Anderson, vice-resident; Fred Vick,
Treasurer, and Pheleta Hambrick, secre-
tary. Mr. Thorntonstated anew position
had been added, which he would fill:
Public Relations and Membership Chair-
man.

Jim explained the pictures shown in
our newsletter were possible due to the
convenience of the computer scanner
the chapter purchased for use by our
Editor, Jim Hambrick.

A sign-up sheet was circulated re-
questing volunteers for presenting pro-
grams, providingrefreshmentsand other
activities during 1994.

Bill Johnson, Brookside Gardens Chapter
President, is presented the F. P. Lee Com-
mendationfor1993 by Mary Rutley, Chair-
man of the F. P. Lee Commendation Com-
mittee.

An Executive Board meeting will be
up-coming to plan the 1994 programs.

Mr. Allison Fuqua presented the first
part of our program demonstrating
proper soil mixture, method for water-
ing and types of containers used for seed
propagation of azaleas. This was most
interesting and Mr. Fuqua gave the ma-
terials he had brought to anyone who
desired to have them.

Following Mr. Fuqua’s presentation,
wehad arefreshmentbreak. Our thanks
to Mr. Fuqua for the delicious candy-
coated peanuts and to Patsy Thomton
for cookies and beverages.

Mrs. Mary Beasley of Beasley’s Trans-
plant Nursery in Lavonia, Georgia pre-
sented the second part of the program.
Mrs. Beasley gave an interesting slide
presentation showing someofher favor-
ite azaleas along with rhododendrons
andnativeazaleas. Maryandher folks at
Transplant Nursery welcomeall to come
see her place.

A drawing was held for a Porcelain
Azalea. The winner was John Andrews.

Again, Mr. Thomton reminded each
of us to enlist new members and to en-
courage attendance at our meetings.
Havingno further business, themeeting
was adjourned. Q

Glenn Dale Preservation Project 1994
William C. Miller III

The ASA’s National project at the
Glenn Dale station is entering its 12th
year. The natural transformation of the
woods area, where the majority of Ben
Morrison’s azalea work was done, ison-
going. A fascinatingexercise in “succes-
sion,” the tall oaks that provided the
primary cover have begun to topple.
Theloss of shade has provided favorable
conditions for “industrial-grade” weeds
including some very pernicious mem-
bers of the rose family (thorny weeds).



Atthe invitation of Dr. Ned Garvey,
a meeting was held at his office at the
Glenn Dale station on December 3,
1993, to review the ASA’s existing-per-
mit, to bring him up to date on our
activities, and to discuss the future of
the ASA’s project at the Glenn Dale
station. Inattendance were Dr.Garvey
and his technician, a representative
from the property office at Beltsville,
Dick West, Barbara Bullock, Dr. Bruce
Parliman, and myself. Dr. Garvey ex-
pressed his interest in our activities
and indicated a willingness to provide
limited assistance. We brought to his
attention the need for help in dealing
with the fallen trees which hinder ac-
cess. In addition, we stressed the im-
portance of periodic maintenance of
the major paths into the woods area
which have become badly overgrown.

The woods area which contains the
azaleas is divided into discrete plots.
With the assistance of Dick West, a
thorough analysis of Plot 9 was under-
taken. Based ondocuments describing
the contents of Plot 9, Dick was able to
reconstruct its organization and con-
tents which included many rare Glenn
Dale hybrids. Webelieve that we have

discovered aspecimenof ‘Alexandria’,
one of the Glenn Dale hybrids that was
never officially distributed. In addi-
tion, we were able to confirm the iden-
tity of B32140, the plant from which
‘Cinderella’and ‘Satrap’ werederived.
We look forward to having an oppor-
tunity to evaluate the tentatively iden-
tified azaleas when they next bloom.

The Glenn Dale workdays for 1994
will all be Saturdays, as is the custom.
The specific dates will be April 9th,
September 17th, October 15th, and No-
vember 19th. Work will commence at
9:00 a.m. and conclude at 1:00 p.m. or
whenever we gettired. Gloves, shears,
loppers, saws, and axes will be useful
implements to bring. Therearenorain
dates, but anyone interested should
check with me at the last minute to see
ifany problems havearisen which have
resulted in the workday being can-
celed. As a matter of routine, I confer
with Drs. Parliman and Garvey some-
time during the preceding week to
make sure that our planned presence
does not present any problems for
them. Occasionally, certain station
activities, such as field sterilization,
raise safety issues which necessitate

Azalea News

New Director of the U.S. National Arboretum

Thomas S. Elias, who headed the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont,
CA, hasbeen appointed director of the U.S. National Arboretum in Washington, D.C.

Elias had been director of the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden since 1984. Healso
hadserved concurrently asthechairman ofthe Department of Botany at the Claremont

Graduate School.

Before becoming director of the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, Elias was
assistant curator of the New York Botanical Garden’s Cary Arboretum from 1972 to

1984.

He s a Fellow of the Linnean Society and the California Academy of Sciences, and
he received the Cooley Award from the American Society of Plant Taxonomists. He
was president of the American Society of Plant Taxonomists in 1986-87. Q0

NOTICE!!

The dedication of the Ceorge Harding Memoral Carden will
be held on May 14 1994 from I0OOAM until 1200 Noon at the
American Horticultural Socliety’s River Farm~. There will be plants
of the azalea varieties which are in the garden for salel/! For
Information call (301) 840-1714. Come and help make it a great event

for 19941/

cancellation of our plans.

All are reminded that the National
Germplasm Quarantine Center (for-
merly the Plant Introduction Station at
Glenn Dale) is not an “open” facility.
ASA members wishing to visit the sta-
tion on other than scheduled work-
days mustmakeadvancearrangements
at least two weeks prior to the desired
date by contacting me at (301) 365-
0692. Consistent with the terms of the
permit, I will request the necessary
permission from the proper authori-
ties to make the visit possible.

a

In Memory

Mrs.JaniceMonyeen Carlson of South
Salem, New York died Wednesday, No-
vember 10ather home after an extended
illness. She was 60 years old. Her hus-
band of 35 years, Robert, operated
Carlson’s Gardens in South Salem for
the past 25 years. Mrs. Carlson wasborn
inPlattsburgh, NY,and wasa 1951 gradu-
ate of Holy Name Academy in Albany
and received her bachelor’s degree in
merchandising from Syracuse Univer-
sity in 1955. a

A O O D
At-Large Members

John T. Denning

1516 Mountain Creek Road
Albemarle, NC 28001
PHONE: (704) 982-1067

K. W. Gross
11559 Boston State Road
East Concord, NY 14055

S. Poff
80-00 Coo%:r Avenue/Bldg. 20
Glendale, NY 11385

Loren Southern

89 Rolling Hill Road
Skillman, NJ 08558
PHONE: (609) 466-3155

Ralph R. Riehl, III

5003 Watson Road

Erie, PA 16505
PHONE: (814) 838-4408

Northern Virginia Chapter

Carlos & Carolina Lago
6571 Zoysia Court
Alexandria, VA 22312
PHONE: (703) 256-5643
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Transplant Nursery

Rare and Unusual Plants

Choice groups of azaleas,
rhododendrons, and
native deciduous azaleas
Catalogue $1.00

(706) 356-8947
2425 Parkertown Road
Lavonia, GA 30553

We Do Not Ship!
Visitors Welcome!

Azalea Mart 9

ry Cottoction

AZALEAS
RHODODENDRONS
(/ RARE TREES
: .. and EVERGREENS
Advertising Rat
1/18‘;;eagesmg a$is2 UNUSUAL PLANTS
;Zg gzgz :gg MAIL ORDER CATALOG $2.00
1/3 page $50 o
1/2 Eage $75 ‘Rosl yn (‘\\f ‘
Full page $150 \\
Back cover $250 CN urse fy \
Special rates for members DEPT C 211 BURRS LANE \

Send copy or write

Robert W. Hobbs, Editor DIX HILLS, N.Y. 11746

JOIN the Shepherd Hill Farm
Azalea
Society .
of America e

onprofit organization dedicated to
ring and tmproving knowledge of
leas.

Shepherd Hill Farm
200 Peekskill Hollow Road
Putnam Valley, NY 10579

(914) 528-5917

Quarterly journal, THE
AZALEAN

Annual National Convention

Yearly Membership only
$20.00

additional information please
te to the Membership Commit-

, Azalea Society of America,
Box 34536, West Bethesda,
20827-0536

Growers of Rhododendrons and Azaleas

Call or Write for Our New Catalog
Postpaid Shipping

April 29, 30 and May 1
10 AM. to 5 P.M.

Landon Azalea Sarden Festwal

® Perkins Azalea Garden: 2%2 Acres— 17,000 Azaleas—1,700 Varieries
® Azalea Sociery of America Show
o ON Sale: Azaleas—Fieldgrown, Narive, Unuseal, Popular Hybrids—
Wildflowers, Herbs, Annuals, Roses, Shrebs @ Plant Experts Available
o ScHolarship Fund Benefir

5101 Wilson Lane Bethesda, Maryland e 301-320-3200

Introducing Four New Princess Azaleas



THE BELL BOOK

A Companion to Monograph 20

Indexes of Cultivar Names, PI Number, Bell Number Seed Lot Number

Shipping and Handling

USA$3.00

Canada, Mexico and Western Hemisphere $4.00

Europe $6.00
Asia $8.00

wueues

INCORPORATED

Growers of Rare
Camellias and Azaleas
since 1935
hundreds of varieties
Send for FREE catalog

3555 CHANEY TRAIL
MAILING ADDRESS; P.O. BOX 6160
ALTADENA, CALIFORNIA 91003
(818) 794-3383

Southern Plants

Southeastern Natives
Heat-Tolerant Deciduous
Azaleas

Magnolias

Rare Introduced Plants

€e R«

Mail Order Catalog $1.00

P O Box 232
Semmes, AL 36575
(205) 649-5221

“

Order from:

THE AZALEA WORKS

7613 Quintana Court
Bethesda, MD 20817
(301) 365-0692

$22.00 plus shipping and handling
Maryland Residents add $1.10 sales tax

and Sisterhood Tables for the Glenn Dale Azaleus

Pay by Bank Check in U.S. Dollars

THE CUMMINS GARDEN

Dwarf Rhododendrons

Deciduous Azaleas
Dwarl Evergreens
Companion Plants

YES, We Ship!
Catalog $2.00
(Refundable With Order)

22 Robertsville Rd.
Marlboro, NJ 07746
Phone: (201) 536-2591

or International Money Order

Checks made out to
THE AZALEA WORKS

AZALEA TRACE

250 Varieties

The Best “DOERS’’ From Qur
Collection Of Over 1000 Varieties

Potted Plants (6”7, 8", 10" Pots)
Grown in Calvert County, MD

5510 STEPHEN REID ROAD
HUNTINGTOWN, MD 20639
PHONE: (301) 855-2305

(410) 257-0837

garden information manager
(gim, pronounced ‘Jim’)

Previously available only to public gar-
dens and arboreta, gim has now been tail-
ored to also meet the needs of private
plant enthusiasts.

gimruns on any Macintosh computer
as your plant information partner, keeping
such details for each of your plants as
source, size history, colors, bloom time,
culture, comments, “to do” notes, and its
precise location in your garden.

The gim maps of your garden and
plants let you instantly find any plant,
“grow” the garden over time, see itin
“bloom” at any season — and easily re-
place your lost labels. gimalso has exten-
sive, flexible, easy to use on-screen and
printed reports, including plant labels.

For full information, call or write:
Oakhill Nursery / 15241 Springfield
Road Germantown, MD 20874
301-840-1714  301-417-9123 (fax)



ASA BOOKSTORE

All Timber Press S R GARD s
pillow™ ,  Publications at Ry, Less
c(ld an b . 00' (77 1280 Goodpasture Island Rd
A Bro0 ol Jap substantial Qg bos Eugene, OR 97401
Az alea “\e\ discount 430 s Ay ph: 503/686-8266
1\0 Sdu 0“0“ H‘E’d by g Call or send for our catalog, $3.
. aﬂ int ech Ward . T f
Wi b“"‘ Cxe $27 Rel]e
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‘N"aea G Ms. Jean Cox ‘
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e Raze and Yugiuad
post PHONE: (703) 971-8669
Girard Yellow Pom-Pom E . .
£
S #»
-y v
BOX 428 e GENEVA, OHIO 44041 e - .
Phone (216) 466-2881 Fax (216) 466-3999
Azaleas ® Rhododendrons e Evergreens ® Holly e Seeds e Bonsai

NEW GIRARD AZALEA INTRODUCTIONS

GIRARD DOUBLE DECIDIOUS AZALEAS

Girard Red Pom-Pom - Red

Girard Yellow Pom-Pom - Yellow

Girard Arista - orange, salmon pink, white
Girard Wedding Bouquet - bicolor pink & white
Girard Pink Delight - double pink

Growers of Many Native Rhododendrons and Azaleas

GIRARD HARDY EVERGREEN AZALEAS

Girard Saybrook Glory
Girard National Beauty
Girard Hot Shot
Girard Fuschia
Girard Renee Michele

Write for Free Color Catalog.

ORIGINATORS AND GROWERS OF THE GIRARD™ GROUP OF HARDY EVERGREEN AND DECIDUOUS AZALEAS
AND HARDY RHODODENDRONS.



