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In the Fall of 1988, I gave a two-hour presentation on
the Satsuki at the Potomac Valley Chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society. Donald Voss presided over the
meeting and took meticulous notes. Later, I gave another
talk at the ASA annual meeting held in Northern Virginia
attended by Don, Malcolm Clark, and Fred Galle. They all
encouraged me to write it up and publish in The Azalean.
Don gave me his notes from my lecture and I wrote a two-
part article that was published by The Azalean. In Part 1, I
described the origin, distribution, naming convention, and
various other aspects of the Satsuki and Maruba Satsuki.
My descriptions were based on my personal visits of various
locations in Japan and conversations and contacts with
my friends Hideo Suzuki, Yuji Kurashige, Dr. Tsuneshigo
Rokujo, Dr. John Creech, and Dr. Masaaki Kunishige, all
Japanese plant explorers and horticulturalists. I also gathered
quite a lot of Japanese literature from both new and used
book stores in Kyoto, Tokyo, and Osaka. My wife Dr. Yoko
Hirohashi Thakur translated them when I needed help. I will
not repeat what I wrote because one can read them in my
article in reference number 14 above.

15. Creech, J.L. The Bonsai Saga: How the
Bicentennial Collection Came to America, U.S.
National Arboretum. National Bonsai Foundation.
2001.

Creech discusses how the bonsai collection which contains
many Satsuki, a few Kurume, and a few conifers found their
way to the National Arboretum. There are photographs of
these plants along with his notes.

16. Kennedy, A. Floral Treasures of Japan: Satsuki
Azaleas. Stone Lantern Publishing Company.
Passumpsic, Vermont. 1997.

17. Ugajin, T. “Satsuki Azaleas as Dwarf Potted
Shrubs,” in Sam Gardener, Toyotaco Aoshima, Kan
Yashiroda et. al., Eds. The Art of Japanese Bonsai
Trees-How to Grow and Train Dwarf Trees Like
a Bonsai Master. Kindle Edition, August 9, 2001
(ASIN BOO5SGR11GE).

18. Callaham, R.Z. Satsuki Azaleas for Bonsai
Enthusiasts and Azalea Lovers. Stone Lantern
Publishing Company. Passumpsic, Vermont. 2006.

The authors of these books discuss various aspects
of Satsuki azaleas in general and their bonsai forms in
particular, such as their cultural requirements. Dr. Callaham,
being a plant geneticist, further discusses some scientific
aspects of the Satsuki.

19. Rokkaku, K. Satsuki Hanagara Hya Ka (One
Hundred Satsuki Flowers). Gekkan Satsuki
Kenkyusha. Tochigi-Ke, Japan.1979.

20. Rokkaku, K. Joku Satsuki Hanagara Hya Ka
(Another Hundred Satsuki Flowers). Gekkan
Satsuki Kenkyusha. Tochigi-Ke, Japan.1980.

The Gekkan Satsuki Kenkyusha introduced two hundred
Satsuki with photographs and descriptions in the above two
books.

21. Kunishige, M. and Y. Kobayashi.
“Chromatographic Identification of Japanese
Azalea Species and their Hybrids” in Contributions
toward a Classification of Rhododendrons.

J.L. Luteyn and M.E. O’Brien, Eds. New York
Botanical Garden. 1980.

Asthetitle implies, this publication discusses many genetic
and other scientific investigations of Japanese azalea species
and hybrids including the Satsuki. They did chromatographic
identification of these plants. Their investigation reveals the
complex anthocyanin complement due to crossing of species
containing cyanidin and malvidin. Though the article is
rather technical, it helps in understanding the characteristics
of different hybrid groups.

22. Tasaki, K., Nakatsuki, A., and N. Kobayashi.
“Morphological Analysis of Narrow-petaled
Cultivars of Rhododendron macrosepalum

Maxim.” Journal of the Japanese Society of
Horticultural Science. 2012. 81(1):72.

Although the title of the article may seem to imply
that it is on the linearifolium (strap-petal) forms of R.
macrosepalum (now R. stenopetalum) (Mochi Tsutsuji or the
Big Sepal Azalea), it covers similar forms of R. kaempferi
(Yama Tsutsuji, Torch Azalea), and R. indicum (Satsuki). It
provides a detailed morphological analysis to investigate the
origin of linearifolium forms of many cultivars of these three
species.

The Gekkan Satsuki Ken Kyusha (Satsuki Research
Association) is the most authentic and extensive organization
for Satsuki azaleas. They publish monthly newsletters
(available for members only) but unfortunately, all of them
are in Japanese with Kanji characters for the plant names.
Every 4-5 years, since 1979, they have been publishing a
beautiful “encyclopedia” of available Satsuki and Maruba
Satsuki (species, varieties, forms, and hybrids) with slightly
variable titles. The 1983 edition had the title Shin Satsuki
Jiten (The New Satsuki Dictionary) with Kenko Rokkaku as
the editor. The books contain beautiful color photographs
with the origins of the plants (when known) along with their
cultivar names in English. Originally, they used to name
the title as Satsuki Jiten (Satsuki Dictionary). Then, with
the 2001 edition, they changed the title to Satsuki Dai Jiten
(Satsuki Big Dictionary). Finally, for the 2014 edition, they
changed the title again to Satsuki Zukan (Satsuki lllustrated
Encyclopedia). 1 have their 1983 edition Shin Satsuki Jiten
(the New Satsuki Dictionary), the 1987 edition (Satsuki
Jiten, the Revised Edition), the 1992 and 1995 editions
(Satsuki Jiten), the 2001 edition (Satsuki Dai Jiten) and
finally the 2014 edition (Satsuki Zi Kan). Each edition
excludes some plants that are not readily available and
includes new introductions. The 2014 edition of the book
is under a new title, Satsuki Zi Kan, includes an English
index for the first time. Along with many other rare Japanese
publications, this item can be had from the Kino Kunya
book store chain in Seattle, New York, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Chicago and several other places. All enquiries
should be made online to: bookwebusa@kinokuniya.com.
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