
Bob Stewart’s  

Azaleas 



       Background 

• Since 1981, Bob Stewart  

   has been a member of the Northern   

   Virginia Chapter of the Azalea Society 

   of America, living in Springfield, Virginia 

• Over the years Bob has been a prolific 
and well known hybridizer 

• Bob has produced over 200 numbered 
hybrids and has named ~40 of them 



Background – cont’d 

• Bob has received commendations for 

his hybridization work: 

– 2002 - Frederic P. Lee Commendation 

from the Brookside Chapter, ASA 

– 2009 – Distinguished Service Award from 

the Azalea Society of America 



Background – cont’d 

Though Bob’s hybrids were not featured in Fred Galle’s 

book, “Azaleas”…there are references to his garden.  



Background – cont’d 

Though Bob’s hybrids were not featured in Fred Galle’s 

book, “Azaleas”…and photographs taken by him.  



Bob Stewart 



Gardening Challenges 

• Considerable slope to the property  

• Thin, overlying hardpan soil 

• Competition from trees 

 



Solutions to Problems 
• Initially 

– Built an extensive terrace  

– Brought in top soil 

• Later - root invasion 

problems 

– Cut 55 gallon drums in 

half  

– Drilled holes for drainage 

– Propped up front side to 

make level  

– Surrounded the drum 

with wood 



Introduction to Hybridizing 

• Started hybridizing in 1990  

• Served as a “stress reliever”  

    from the demands of his job 

• Increased number of seedlings  

    each year 

• “Best” hybrids were registered and 

named after family members 

 



Azalea Characteristics 

Considered in Parents 

Match pretty, tender plants with hardy plants 

• Other considerations: 

– Bloom time 

– Symmetry 

– Size 

– Hardiness 

– Foliage 

– Substance of flower 

 



Bob Stewart Azaleas 

 

Some of Bob Stewart’s Hybrids 



1994 
Cross Between ‘Asahi Sakigake’ and 

‘Margaret Douglas’ 

Offspring: 

– RBS-01 ‘Ashley Ruth’ 

– RBS-07 ‘James Stewart’ 

– RBS-22  

– RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’ 

– RBS-51  

‘Ashai Sakigake’ 

‘Margaret Douglas’ 



‘Margaret Douglas’ – Back Acres 
Bob’s Favorite Azalea 



‘Asahi Sakigake’ - Kurume 



RBS 01 – ‘Ashley Ruth’ 

 

• Named for granddaughter Ashley Ruth Phillips 

 



‘Ashley Ruth’  RBS-01 
‘Ashley Ruth’ 



RBS-07   ‘James Stewart’ 

• Developed in 1994 

• Named for grandson James Stewart Phillips 



‘James Stewart’ 

‘James Stewart’ 



RBS-22  

• Developed from the same hybridization as ‘James Stewart’ 
(RBS-07) 



RBS-22 
RBS-22 



RBS-37   ‘Sheri Ann’ 

• Named after daughter-in-law Sheri Ann Stewart 

• Developed from the same hybridization as ‘James Stewart’ (RBS-07) 



‘Sheri Ann’ 

‘Sheri Ann’ 



RBS-51 

• Developed from the same hybridization as ‘James Stewart’ (RBS-07) 



RBS-51 

RBS-51 



‘Margaret Douglas’ ‘Asahi Sakigake’ 

RBS-01  ‘Ashley Ruth’ 

From the Same Cross 

x 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas


‘Margaret Douglas’ ‘Asahi Sakigake’ 

RBS-01  ‘Ashley Ruth’ 

RBS – 07  ‘James Stewart’ 

x 

From the Same Cross 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas


‘Margaret Douglas’ ‘Asahi Sakigake’ 

RBS-01  ‘Ashley Ruth’ 
RBS – 07  ‘James Stewart’ 

RBS-22 

x 

From the Same Cross 



‘Margaret Douglas’ ‘Asahi Sakigake’ 

RBS-01  ‘Ashley Ruth’ 
RBS – 07  ‘James Stewart’ 

RBS-22 
RBS-37  ‘Sheri Ann’ 

x 

From the Same Cross 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas


‘Margaret Douglas’ ‘Asahi Sakigake’ 

RBS-01  ‘Ashley Ruth’ 
RBS – 07  ‘James Stewart’ 

RBS-22 RBS-37  ‘Sheri Ann’ RBS-51 

x 

From the Same Cross 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas


‘Margaret Douglas’ ‘Asahi Sakigake’ 

RBS-01  

‘Ashley Ruth’ 

RBS – 07 

 ‘James Stewart’ 

RBS-22 RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’ 

RBS-51 

x 

One Cross – Five Excellent Hybrids 



Another Favorite Cross: 

Offspring: 

–RBS-06  ‘Sarah Jessica’ 

–RBS-27  ‘Betty Ellen’ 

–RBS-32  

RBS-17 ‘Midnight Flare’ with 



RBS-17 
• Bob Stewart Hybrid of CB-1 and ‘Desiree’ 



‘Midnight Flare’ - Harris 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min


RBS 06 –  ‘Sarah Jessica’  

• Named for granddaughter ‘Sarah Jessica Frey’ 



‘Sarah Jessica’ 

 

‘Sarah Jessica’ 



RBS 27–   ‘Betty Ellen’ 

• Named for his wife Betty Ellen Stewart 



‘Betty Ellen’ 

‘Betty Ellen’ 



RBS 32 



RBS-32 



‘Midnight Flare’ 

RBS-06  ‘Sarah Jessica’ 

x RBS-17 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min


‘Midnight Flare’ 

RBS-06  ‘Sarah Jessica’ 

RBS 27  ‘Betty Ellen’ 

x RBS-17 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min


RBS-17 ‘Midnight Flare’ 

RBS-06  ‘Sarah Jessica’ RBS 27  ‘Betty Ellen’ 

RBS-32 

x 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min


RBS-17 ‘Midnight Flare’ 

RBS-06  ‘Sarah Jessica’ RBS 27  ‘Betty Ellen’ RBS-32 

x 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min


Cross Between 

‘Orchido’        and      ‘Satellite’ 

• Offspring 

–RBS-79 

–RBS-80 



‘Orchido’ - Ring 



‘Satellite’ – Belgian Indica 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreensatsen


RBS 79 



RBS-79 

RBS-79 



RBS 80 



RBS-80 

RBS-80 



Cross Between 

 ‘Elsie Lee’      and       ‘Satellite’ 

• Offspring 

– Rose Normandy 

(RBS-93) 

 

 



‘Elsie Lee’ - Shammarello 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/elsielee


‘Satellite’ – Belgian Indica 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreensatsen


Rose Normandy (RBS-93) 



‘Elsie Lee’ ‘Satellite’ 

Rose Normandy (RBS-93) 

x 

http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/elsielee
http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreensatsen


Benefits of Hybridization 

• Provides a “stress  

   relieving” hobby 

• Produces new, beautiful  

   varieties of azaleas 

• Provides the opportunity  

   to name new varieties  

   after friends and family 

‘Betty Ellen’ 



Stewart Azaleas Available at 

the 2016 Convention 

Party favors: 

Allison Ann                  Monique Marie 

  



 ‘Allison Ann’  RBS-47 

Cross # 97-17-01, ‘CB #10’ x ‘Linwood Salmon’. Named for one of Bob’s 

granddaughters. 



‘Allison Ann’ 

‘Allison Ann’  RBS-47 



‘Amherst’ 

 

 

 ‘Amherst’   RBS-04 

Cross # 92-24-01, ‘CB #1’ x ‘Desiree’. Named for Bob’s 

home town in Massachusetts; registered 2007. 

 



‘Barbara Bullock’   RBS-85 

Cross 98-34, Seattle WhiteX Quakeress. Named for Barbara 

Bullock of the National Arboretum 



‘Barbara Ella’   RBS-103 

Cross # 2003-2, ‘Betty Ellen’ x ‘James Stewart’. Named for Carolyn Beck’s 

mother, who grew up in the same hometown as Bob. 



‘Bill Miller’   RBS-83 

Named for a former president of the Brookside Chapter ASA 



‘Briana Murin’   RBS-63 

Cross # 96-17-2, ‘Janice Lynn’ x ‘Saybrook Glory’. Named for one of Bob’s 

granddaughters; registered 2005. 



‘Briana Murin’ 

‘Briana Murin’   RBS-63 



‘Debra Lee’   RBS-49 

Cross # 96-2-2, ‘Saybrook Glory’ x ‘Dorothy Clark’. Named for one of Bob’s 

daughters; registered 2007. 



‘Dr Douglas J Fraser, Jr’    

RBS-96 

Cross # 97-2, Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for Bob’s 

ophthalmologist; registered 2013. 



‘Eleanor Gayle’   RBS-97 

Cross #02-02, ‘Gartrel X75-08’ x ‘Saybrook Glory’. Named for Bob’s sister-in-

law.  



‘Frances Louer’   RBS-55 

Cross # 97-2-2, ‘Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for one of NV-ASA’s 

charter members; registered 2013. 



‘Grace Katherine’   RBS-60 

Cross # 96-02-05, ‘Saybrook Glory’ x ‘Dorothy Clark’. Named for one of Bob’s 

granddaughters; registered 2005. 



‘Grace Katherine’ 

‘Grace Katherine’   RBS-60 



‘Jake Frey’   RBS-5 

Cross # 94-23-01, ‘CB #1’ x ‘Mitey White’. Named for one of Bob’s grandsons; 

registered 2005 



‘Jane Newman’    

RBS-9 

Cross # 90-8-9, ‘Desiree’ x ‘CB #1’.  Named for one of NV-ASA’s charter 

members; registered 2013. 



‘Jennifer Nicole’   RBS-33 

Cross # 94-11-7, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ x ‘Florence Waldman’. Named for one of Bob’s 

granddaughters; registered 2001. 



‘Jennifer Nicole’ 

 

‘Jennifer Nicole’   RBS-33 



‘Joe Klimavicz’   RBS-91 

Cross #98-28, ‘Haru-no-Sono’ x ‘Dorothy Clark’.  Named for a friend and 

fellow hybridizer. 



‘Judith Quarrington’   RBS-25 

Cross # 97-11-04, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ X ‘Florence Waldman’.  Named by Dr. Joe 

Gutierrez. 



‘Kaitlyn Elizabeth’   RBS-14 

Cross # 94-11-1, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ x ‘Florence Waldman’. Named for one of Bob’s 

granddaughters; registered 2001 



‘Karee Lynn’ 

‘Karee Lynn’   RBS-66 

Cross # 97-02-03, Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for one of Bob’s 

daughters. 



‘Lady Catherine’   RBS-76 

Cross #97-1-2, ‘RBS 94-20-1’ x ‘RBS 94-10-1’.Named for Carolyn and Paul 

Beck’s granddaughter. 



‘Marie Susan Melkovitz’   RBS-42 

Cross # 97-2-1, ‘Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for Susan Bauer’s 

mother. 



‘Monique Marie’   RBS-81 

Cross # 97-9, ‘RS 94-20-1’ x ‘Easter Morn’. Name chosen by Carolyn Beck for 

its ‘Ooh-la-la impression’. 

. 



‘Phil Louer’   RBS-50 

Cross # 96-4-1, ‘Desiree’ x ‘Painted Tips’.  Named for one of NV-ASA’s charter 

members; registered 2013. 

. 



‘Rob Bruce’   RBS-15 

Cross # 90-08-12, ‘Desiree’ x ‘CB #1’. Named for Bob’s son; registered 2005. 



‘Robin Marie’   RBS-54 

Cross # 97-05-01, ‘Desiree’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for Leslie and Dave Nanney’s 

daughter. 



‘Robin Marie’ 

 ‘Robin Marie’   RBS-54 



‘Special Friendship’   RBS-46 

Cross RBS 94-20-1’ x ‘Easter Morn’.  



‘Sue Ellen’   RBS-48 

Cross # 95-19-01, ‘CB #11’ x ‘Marian Lee’. Named for Bob’s niece. 



‘Sue Ellen’ 

  ‘Sue Ellen’  RBS-48 



Legacy Project 

Goal: 

Help ensure the continuation of knowledge 
of azalea hybridizers and their plants and 
maintain true specimens of their cultivars. 



Legacy Project Output 

• Hybrid information online 

• Informational presentations 

• Publication of articles on hybridizers 

and their cultivars 

• Feature hybrids in plant sales and 

auctions 

 



http://www.nv-asa.org/legacies 



Informational Presentations 



Articles on Bob Stewart 
www.azaleas.org 



Feature 

hybrids in 

plant 

sales and 

auctions 

http://arsasaconvention2016.org 



RBS 1997-06 

RBS 1998-07 
Thanks for Listening! 



Questions? 



Backup Slides 



Legacy Project Output 

• Hybrid information online 

• Informational presentations 

 



Legacy Project Output- 

Cont’d 

• Feature hybrids in “Legacy” gardens 

      - Private 

      - Public 

• Legacy Nurseries 

 

 



Some Other Bob Stewart Hybrids  

‘Amherst’ 



‘Jake Frey’ 

 

 

 ‘Jake Frey’   RBS-05 



‘Debra Lee’ 

‘Debra Lee’   RBS-49 



End -01 

Bob has many excellent 

hybrids on the way.  All of 

his numbered selections  

will probably be named  

soon. Here are just a few  

we may see on the tour. RBS 82 

RBS 68 RBS 75 

RBS 83 

RBS 103 

RBS 95 RBS 111 

RBS 100 



‘Barbara Bullock’   RBS-85 

Named for Barbara Bullock of 

the National Arboretum 



‘Betty Ellen’   RBS-27 

Cross # 94-10-06, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ x ‘Midnight Flare’. Named for Bob’s wife; ; 

registered 2003. 



‘James Stewart’   RBS-7 

Cross # 94-20-02, ‘Asahi Sakigake’ x ‘Margaret Douglas’. Named for one of 

Bob’s grandsons.  



‘Karee Lynn’   RBS-66 

Cross # 97-02-03, Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for one of Bob’s 

daughters. 



End 

RBS 111 RBS 1997-02 RBS 1999-02 RBS 2002-02 

RBS 1997-06 

RBS 1998-07 
Thanks for Listening! 

RBS 2002-05 


