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a e, • Ina Ca 
y s 

by Hugh Crump 

r'1 he 48th Boxwood Symposium 
J and Annual Meeting were held 
by the American Boxwood Society in 
C harlotte, North Carolina during 
April 24-26, 2008. This event pres­
ents the best opportunity to visit old 
acquaintances and to make many new 
friends who all share a common inter­
es t 111 boxwood . The program 
includes speakers, who are renowned 
expe rts in their specialty, perfect 
weather, local public and private 
gardens which were ca refull y mani­
cured for our visit , and th e great 
so uthern hospitality for which North 
Carolina is so famous . 

Schwab's garden 
The program began with a tour of 

the private garden at the Schwab Res­
idence. The garden was des igned by 
Ben Page in his classic style which is 
noted for his exquisite attention to de­
tai l and , of course, boxwood. The gar-

den highlights include a knot ga r­
den and an overall beautiful setting 
with a shady canopy of mature 
shade trees. 

T he tour co ntinued with a rare 
opportunity to tour the Morrocroft 
Es tate. As we entered th e beautiful 
des igned wrought iron gates, we were 

DVD and Group Photo o/the Charlotte 
Symposium and Annual Meeting Are Available! 

John Elkins, a profess io nal 
photographer, took hundreds 

of high quality photographs 
at the C hariorre Symposium 

and Annual Meeting. The 
cover of th is issue of The Boxwood 

BuLletin, and those appea ring in th e accompanying 

article, were generously provided by John Elkin . 
John Elk ins also produced a 2 1 :30 minute DVD, with 

abo ut 255 photographs, of the North Carolina mee ting. 

It is a unique a nd enjoyable journey which illustrates and 
prese rves all th e beautiful ga rde ns, eve nts, peop le, ban­
quets, and boxwood that the participants had the oppor-

. . 
tunlty to enJoy. 
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Both the DVD ($ 15.00) and an 8x 10 group photo 

($ 15.00) are ava il ab le - please add $3.00 shipping & 
handling. They can be obtained by writing to: John Elkins, 

Photograph y, Inc., Northgate Mall, Suite 223, Durham, 

NC 2770 1. 

Editor's Note: Even though I had attended this meeting, I was 
pLeasantly surprised by the many scenes John ELkins had so 
beautifoLIy composed on this DVD. It is easy to recommend 
this DVD to everyone who attended this Symposium and even 
those who wish to Learn about the many enjoyabLe activities 
that occurred at the CharLotte Symposium and AnnuaL Meet­
ing. A portion of the totaL saLes wiLl be donated to support the 
American Boxwood Society. 
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po rruniry to ea r o utside and enj oy 
bo th th e ga rd en and th e d eli gh tful 
wearher. 

Morrocroft 

N ex t the g ro up visired and 
to ured th e ga rden o f Lindy W il so n, 
whi ch is perh aps bes t kn ow n as rh e 
Elizaberh Law rence Ga rd en. T he 
ga rden was ca refull y d eve lo ped as a 
pl ant co ll ector's ga rd en w ith a ri ch 
and interes tin g hi story th at Lind y 
shared w ith th e gro up. It is wo rk o f 
Lindy th at ca rri es o n the renow ned 
legacy o f Eliza beth Lawrence who 
wro te th e books, A Southern Garden 
a nd Through the Garden Gate. To 
lea rn m o re abo ut Eli zabeth 
Law rence, V IS It: www.e1izabeth­
lawrence.o rg/l ab.html. 

greeted by Mel G raham , the owner of 
M o rroc rofr. H e was ge nero us with 
hi s tim e, and provided an interes ting 
and enterta ining histo ry of the prop­
erty which included bo th his and his 
wife's love of gardening. As we toured 
th e expansive and beautiful grounds, 
M el so ught boxwood cultural tips 
fro m Lynn Batdorf. 

O ur next tour sto p was the home 
and garden of the Coopers. Salli e 
Cooper warmly g reeted us at her 
front door and invited us to begin by 
viewing the gardens fro m indoo rs in 
o rder to gain a better understanding 
of the des ign and fun cti on of the ga r­
dens. Sallie is bes t known fo r her hos­
pitality, her ge nero us suppo rt o f 

Coopers garden 
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va ri ous charitable ca uses, and her 
love of ga rdening. Sallie was a most 
grac ious and fasc inating hostess with 
a beautifully-maintained ex panse of 
ga rdens. Ro n D anise o f Southern 
Orga ni cs was o ur fea tured gues t 
spea ker and he provided a unique 
and educatio nal perspecti ve o n th e 
benefit s and adva ntages of using a 
fully o rganic approach to plant care. 
Additio nally, a tas ty box lunch was 
ptovided and everyone took the op-

Walking o nly a few hundred 
ya rds, we arrived at the public garden 
W ing H aven , where we were hosted 

by Jeffery Drum, Garden C urator. We 
bega n o ur tour with a video docu­
menting the history of the garden and 
its founders, the C larkso ns. T he excit­
ing and info rmative story of a couple 
in love w ith nature and es pec ially 
birds and gardens, was well presented . 
In 1970 , the C1arkso ns gave the gar­
dens to the Wing H aven Foundatio n. 

Wing Havens walkways permit one to tour numerous gardens and foun tains 
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The garden centerpiece is the bronze sculptures of the Dooley's ddughters 

Today, it has a seri es of paths and 
walkways that permit o ne to tour nu­
merous garden rooms (each with its 
own theme), fo untains, and th e 
wooden bird sa nctuary. T he W ing 
H aven staff provided an ho rs d 'oeu­
vres and wine receptio n in the garden 
which refreshing eve ryo ne. W ing 

Wing Haven 
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H aven is a botanical treasure tucked 
away in the middle of a well es tab­
lished residential neighborhood. 

T he nex t day bega n by travelling 
to the Foxcroft neighborhood to tour 
the detail-o riented and meticulously­
maintained gardens of the D ooleys. 
T he garden center piece is the bro nze 

sculptures of the Dooley's daughters, 
which include a water fea ture. T his 
garden featured numerous spec imen 
plantings and an incredibl e array of 
seasonal flowers in full bloom. 

Next, it was o ff to the W hitl ey's 
home, which is situated on a beauti ful 
mature tree-lined street known as 

Whitley's garden 
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Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden 

Queens Road West, one of Char­
lotte's premier treasures. The home 
and garden is so notable, they have 
been featured in many magazines, 
most notably Southern Living. The 
home has many features which 
include a seamless addition, the 
garden, and the great outdoor 
entertaining areas. 

The final garden tour stop found 
us at the Daniel Stowe Botanical Gar­
den. Opened in 1999, with its 450 
acres, it has quickly developed into a 
world-class botanical garden. Its 
many features include: the Orchid 
Conservatory, with 8,000 square feet 
it has an impressive 1 16-foot tall 
Tropical Canvas of epiphytes; chil­
dren's Willow Maze covering an area 
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of 3,000 square feet which utilizes 
600 linear feet of hedging; numerous 
interactive fountains; and impressive 
perennial borders. In 2004 (only five 
years after opening), the Daniel 
Stowe Botanical Garden was named 
one of the nation's "20 Great Gar­
dens" in the HGTV Flower Garden­
ing book. Lunch was held in the 
Pavilion where Lynn Batdorf pre­
sented an informative program on 
boxwood culture. 

The 2008 Boxwood Symposium 
concluded in high style with an ele­
gant evening at the Duke Mansion. 
We were hosted by estate horticultur­
ist John Neville, who provided a his­
tory of the estate and a guided tour 
of the gardens. We moved to a garden 

Duke Mansion 

terrace for refreshments and appetiz­
ers (graciously provided by our site 
chairman , Hugh Crump), followed 
by the traditional Boxwood Auction. 
The auction proved to be a great suc­
cess and was highlighted by the hand­
crafted child-size boxwood rocking 
chair donated by ABS Board Member 
Clifford Hoffman. The evening con­
cluded with a sOllthern banquet din­
ner in the Grand Room of the Duke 
Mansion. 

Editor's note: It is important to note the 
tireless, kind, and generous efforts of our 
host, Hugh Crump. Everyone in 
attendance would agree that, due solely 
to the efforts of Hugh Crump, this 
symposium was a great success. 
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Henry F Frierson, jr. , MD 

On August II and 12, 2007, fellow ABS member, 
Helen Cathro, M.B.Ch.B. and I explored the 

Chiquibul Forest in the Cayo District, Belize's largest for­
est reserve. This area includes the Forest Rese rve, the 
Chiquibul National Park, and the spectacular Caracol Ar­
chaeological Reserve. We hoped to find Buxus bartlettii, 
which initially had been collected in 1931 by University 
of Michigan Professor H. H. Bartlett, who discovered the 
boxwood along the river bluffs in the Cayo District. The 
plant was later described and named by Paul C. Standley 
of the Field Museum of Natural History (now Chicago 
Natural History Museum). As this boxwood also occurs 
in Mexico, I had observed it on a trip there in 2001 with 
Professor Egon Koehler and Mark and Elizabeth Braim­
bridge. More recently, B. bartlettii had been identified in 
the Chiquibul Forest in 2003 by Lillis Urban for th e 
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 

Belize is parr of Mesoamerica, which comprises less 
than 0.5% of the world's land area, but yet supports 17% 
of all terrestrial species of plants . The Chiquibul Forest 

Reserve was first designated as such in 1956, and this area 
in Belize is parr of th e "Maya Forest" of Mesoamerica. 
The C hiquibul Forest, along with adjacent protected 
areas, forms one of the largest remaining tracts of tropical 
forest in Central America. Mahogany (Swietenia macro­
phylla) and cedar (Cedrela odorata) have long been im­
portant as timber resources in the Chiquibul Forest. In 
addition, non-timber forest products harvested in signif­
icant amounts but not after the 1950s included the fruits 
of allspice (Pimenta dioica), used as a food flavoring, and 
chicle, tapped from the tree, Manilkara zapota. The name 
"Chiquibul" comes from the chicle tree. For the past 1 0 
yea rs, the C hiquibul Forest has been the site of the illegal 
collection of the leaves (xate) of the understorey palm , 
Chamaedorea ernesti-augustii, by Guatemalan xateros, 
who export them to the United States and Europe for use 
in floriculture. 

The Chiquibul Forest contains many Mayan ruins 
and is home to the archeologically impressive ruin s at 
Caracol (Fig. 1). The Maya Mountains, located at the 

Fig. 1. The ancient Mayan city, Caraco/, occupied nearly 40 sq miles and consisted of about 36, 000 structures that have been identified. 
Between AD 650 and 700, approximately 150,000 peopLe Lived there. 
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Fig. 2. The educational building at the Las Cuevas Research Station had been constructed in 1994. 

so uthern and eastern boundari es of the reserve, have a 
major impact o n the climate of the tropical fores t. The 
chief vegetatio n types within th e C hiquibul For­
es t include the broadleaf d eciduous fores t, 
broadl eaf seaso nal fo res t , broadl eaf high ever­
green fo res t, semi-evergreen fo rest , ripari an fo r­
est , ga llery fo rest , and sava nn a. 

fro m Las C uevas . We fin ally located a small group of B. 
bartlettii at the end of th e trail, g rowing amo ng lime­

W hil e in th e C hiquibul Fo rest , we stayed at 
th e Las C uevas Resea rch Stati o n , first co n­
structed in 1991 by the Beli ze Fo res t D epart­
ment and th e N atural Histo ry Museum 
(Lo ndo n). Botanical co ll ec ti o ns fro m the 
C hiquibul Fo res t had bee n made fo r m any 
decades in the 20th century. B. bartlettii, col­
lected by L. Urban , was listed in A Preliminary 
Checklist of the Vascular Plants of the Chiquibul 
Forest, Belize by S. G . M. Bridgewater, D. ] . 
H arri s, C. Whitefoo rd et al, 2006, an article 
which was th e source of much of the above in-

Fig. 3. The leaves 
of B. bartlettii 
are elliptic with 

ston e rocks at th e river's edge. The tall es t pl ant 
measured approx imately 1.5m in height, and had 
a very open habit and few branches . T he 
glab ro us, smooth leaves we re ellip t ic with an 
acute tip. T hey meas ured up to 2 inches in 
length , and the internodal length was medium. It 
was not poss ibl e to map the distributio n of this 
boxwood alo ng th e Mo nkey Tail Branch , as we 
had no guide at the time, access, o r machete. In 
additio n , a heavy rain commenced , and we 
slogged back to the Research Station , soaked and 
muddy. Indeed , the distributio n of B. bartlettii in 
Belize is no t known to this author, but its growth 
among limesto ne rocks along th e river's edge was 
no t unex pected , and was reminiscent of what I 
had observed fo r B. sempervirens in the G reater 
Caucasus. 

formatio n on the C hiquibul Fo res t. In our quest 
acute tips. 

to find B. bartlettii, o ur guide and a manager of the Las 
C uevas Research Stati o n , knew th at L. U rban had 
largely co ll ec ted plants fro m three areas in the fo res t. 
T he specific location of B. bartlettii, was not kn own to 
us, howeve r, so on the first day we searched fo r it in one 
of th e three areas to no ava il. O n th e second day, mos t 
o f which was rainy, Helen and I se t out on the tra il fo r 
th e Mo nkey Ta il Branch , a river located about 4 .5 km 
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The Question Box 
Q: I just recently had my first house built. We tried 

really hard to have it designed to replicate a "true 
Southern home" back from the plantation era. I seem to 
have noticed a distinct smell of formal gardens at old 
Southern homes. It appears that the specific smell is from 
boxwood. I know this is hard to describe very well by E­
Mail, but my attempt to describe it would be a strong, 
bland but bitter, stale smell. Does this sound familiar? 
What would have been the most prominent boxwood on 
old formal Southern Estates creating this type of "formal 
garden smell?" 

A: Undoubtedly, the fragrance ro which you are refer­

ring is from th e leaves o f English boxwood , Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa'. 

Q: I would like to start some boxwood cuttings so that 
I can use them to line the edge of eight 4-foot beds that 
curve to form a large circle. I would appreciate any ad­
vice you might have as to how many to start, (I was guess­
ing 64) and how to start them. 

A: Boxwood pro pagation by curring is a commo n 

and effective method . Stem cuttings can be successfull y 

taken fro m July ro D ecember. During this peri od , th e 
cutting has a cha nce ro harden o ff, whi ch will prevent 

w ilting befo re a root sys tem g rows. Ta ken later in th e 
w inter, the cuttings are slower ro roo t. T he cuttin g pro­

cedure is quite easy. 
C uttings a re taken from o ne year old branches. For 

exa mpl e, if using B. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa', E nglish 
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boxwood , th e cuttin g wo uld be abo u t 21/ '. " (6.5 cm ) 

lo ng; if using B. microphylla va r. japonica they o ught to be 
about 4" ( 10 cm) lo ng. C uttin gs a re bes t if obtained in 

th e coo l ea rl y mo rnin g ho urs wh en th e stems have th e 

grea tes t co ncentratio n o f water. O nce co llec ted , the leaves 
are removed fro m th e bo tro m 1" (2.5 cm) of th e cutting. 

This bo trom po rtio n ca n be trea ted w ith a roo ting ho r­

mo ne. Nea rly equal res ults are achieved in trea tment o r 

no n- trea tm ent w ith roo ting ho rm o nes, whi ch are in­

tended ro induce the cutting ro develo p a roo t sys tem. 

There a re seve ral medi a mi xes tha t pro mo te m o re 

rapid and vigo ro us roo tin g. They are: an equal po rtio n 

by vo lume of pine bark and perlite; coa rse, sharp 

builder's sa nd ; and perlite. T he cuttings are th en pl aced 

in fl ats o r trays. Nearly any type of co ntainer can be used 
as long as it is able ro ho ld th e media and provid e 

drain age. 
Rooting usually occurs in two ro three months. Dur­

ing this tim e, environments with high humidity co nsis­

tently result in superio r rooting. Frequent watering with 

a spray bottle ro mist the cuttings provides sa tisfacrory re­
sults. Afte r roo ting, the plants can be transplanted inro 

th eir own container. Grown outside in a protec ted loca­

tio n , th e new boxwood w ill be read y ro be planted inro 

the garden w ithin a few years. 

Q: Is the Boxwood Handbook by Lynn Batdorfstill 
available in all three editions? And if so, would each 
edition be $25.00? 

A: No, bo th the first edition (1995) and second edi­
tio n (I 997) of th e Boxwood Handbook are out of print. 

Only th e third edition (2005) is available. It is ordered 

from th e Ameri can Boxwood Society at: www.boxwood­

society. org. It is $2 5.00 postpaid. 

Q: I'm wondering if boxwood shrubs can be grown 
from seed? Ifso, where can I obtain them? I have a huge 
yard and plan to use them to edge most of my garden. 

A: Yes indeed , boxwood can be grown from seed . T he 

fifth edition of th e Boxwood Buyers Guide li sts seve ral 

suppliers of boxwood seed . While seed is inexpensive, it 
takes many yea rs o r decades ro grow ro any size and the 

po pulation will be va riable - that is, they will have differ­

ent sizes and shapes from plant to plant. This attribute is 
probably not des irable if using them ro edge a garden. 

As an altern ative, roo ted cuttings are still quite inex­
pensive, will provide fa r less time ro mature and w ill be 

identical (in characte ristics) to the parent plant. 
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Q: I'm ({ horticulturist in a part of the country with 
a relatively small urban population ({nd academic re­
search community that nevertheless requires unique plant 
material for its homes and municipalities. As such it's 
been a lifelong pursuit of mine to locate and trial as 
many new (or "newish"}-to- horticulture trees suitable for 
the arid southwest that I can sanely manage. 

I can't claim any actual introductions, but I'm a 
heck of a booster and I've had some nice successes in 
getting previously scarce species more solidly into the 
trade that serves the Mojave desert and adjacent regions 
(e.g. Pistacia atlantica, several oaks including Quercus 
lobata and Q. cerris, Calocedrus decurrens, several 
eucalyptus including E. formanii and E. spathulata). 
I've also got a number of species planted out that have 
performed well enough in our wind, coldish winters, 
blazing summers, missing humidity and concrete-like 
soil that it's time to get the growers producing them for 
wider distribution. 

I fell in love with boxwood the first time I saw full 
size trees around Sinope, Turkey and in northern Israel, 
after having only been exposed to the petite hedgingforms 
as a young American gardener. They are truly beautiful, 
and Fm certain that one or more of the species I'm looking 
for will end up one day being used as high-quality ever­
green tree material for the cities of the Southwest. 

I've been following some of the reports of the expedi­
tions you mentioned in the literature, which is in part 
what rekindled my efforts to seek whatever Buxus species 
I can locate. 

A: While there are about 100 species, very few are prop­
erly identified. Even fewer are well grown in protected areas 
(botanic gardens, preserves, etc). All of this, results in the 
poor distribution which you are currently experiencing. 

Recent and numerous plant collection expeditions in 
C uba, the Caucasus and eastern Europe are attempting to 

correct these deficiencies. This work is costly, its results 
unpredictable and requires many years (even decades) to 

finall y reach the level of a comprehensive distribution . 
Thus, unfortunately, for the foreseeable future , the 

occasional offering (possibly misidentified) is the best 
that can be expected. 

Q: I have two English boxwood that are about 6' 
wide and 6' tall. They're taking over my front porch! I'm 
48 and I remember them as a child, so they must be 
about 50 - 55 years old. I'm afraid to prune them back 
and also like their large size, but not the location they're 
in. I'm thinking of trying to relocate them or to sell them. 
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If relocated, will they likely survive or will this likely 
prove to be too traumatic for them? As for selling them, 
I hear that boxwood is often used to make violin scrolls 
and is quite an expensive wood since boxwood grows so 
slowly. Do you know of any companies that buy English 
boxwood for such uses? 

A: English boxwood are very difficult to trim back 
once th ey are large, they ca n be thinned and gradually 
pruned back over several years. You will need professional 
help and heavy eq uipment to move boxwood thi s size, 
especially if th ey are close to your house. As for selling 
the wood, even at 50 yea rs, th e stems are probably not 
large enough to have much value for wood , although 
boxwood is used in musi cal instruments. For additional 
information, you can order the newl y rev ised (2005) 
Boxwood Handbook - A Practical Guide to Knowing and 
Growing Boxwood by Lynn R. Batdorf for $25.00 from 
th e American Boxwood Sociery. 

Future Annual ABS Meetings 

.:. Spring 2009 - Atlanta, GA 

Fall2010 - Newark, OH 

Spring 2011 - Boyce, l'lt 

.ABS 50th Anniversary 

Sprmg2012 - Charlesttm, SC 

Sprmg 2013 - WJl.ilnluburg, ~ 

The Boxwood Bulletin - July 2008 



Buis et autres top zaz res: 
Culture, taille et utilisations, 
was written by Mark Jones (a special­
ist in buis and topiary). Published in 
2007, by Ulmer in Paris, it is a 6.3// ' 
by 83/ / ' so ft cover book with 144 

pages and 178 color photographs. 
It is important to note that buis is 

French fo r "box" which is how Euro­

peans prefer to refer to the shrub while 
Ameri ca ns prefe r to call th em "box­

wood". Written in French, it is easy fo r 

no n-French readers to "read betwee n 

the lines," and by examining the end­

less, well-chosen pho tographs, and 
lea rn a lot from this book. Slightly less 

than half the book is devoted to topi­

a ry - the majo ri ty o f the book dis­

cusses, very aptly, practical culture. 
The first chapter provides a brief 

introductio n into the history o f buis, 
that is, its use from the ancient to co n­

tempo rary era. The next chapter pres­
ents 27 different species and va rieties, 

providing brief descriptions with nu­
merous photographs o f leaves, young 

branches and young plants in 24 pages. 
The next chapter on culture be-
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gins w ith a persuas ive understanding 
of the enviro ns w here buis naturall y 

grows, th en moves o n to planting and 
placing buis in th e garden. A brief ex­

planatio n o f cultural stress and fertil­

iza ti o n is p rovided. Then a detail ed 

sectio n o n po t culture explains displ ay, 

pl antin g, so il types, and fin all y site 

and weather co nsiderati o ns. Nex t, 

propagation by seed and cuttin g is 

given four pages. 
T he pes t/di sease secti o n is ve ry 

strong with g rea t de ta il in tex t and 

well-chose n pho tographs providing 

impo rtant and clea r info rmati o n . Its 

comprehensive discuss io n cove rs: 
chl o rosis, nutrient defi c iencies, Puc­
CInza, Volutella, Cylindrocladium, 
M acrophmoa, N ectria, Phy tophtora, 
Verticillium, leaf miner, oys te rshell 

scale, psyllid , aphids, mites, li chen 
and even adventitio us roo ts! The tex t 

and photographs are very info rm ative 

and exciting - it is th e m ost compre­

hensive treatment I've ever see n o n 

the subj ect! These 16 pages alo ne a re 
eas il y wo rth th e pri ce o f th e entire 

boo k! Then, as in any Euro pea n buis 
book, pruning, w hi ch rea ll y mea n 

shea rin g, is g iven grea t d eta il w ith 

eight pages o f info rm ati ve tex t and 

high-quali ty pho tographs. 
T he next chapter, buis in the gar­

den, is anoth~ r very strong, info rma­

tive and impo rtant parr o f Buis et 
autres top ia ires. After learning all I 

could fro m these precio lls 28 pages, ] 

wanted to see every garden and talk to 
very owner and gardener associated 

with them! It provides a spectacul a r 
tour o f beautiful and unusual buis 
from breath-taking pano ramic views 

all the way to close-up o f intimate de­
ta il s o f refin ed and exquisite plants! 

T he book concludes with a nice chap-

te r o n th e bes t meth ods to prese nt 

bui s topiaries in th e ga rden. A sho rr 

bibliography fo ll ows . 

Buis et autres topiaires: Culture, 
taille et utilisations by M ark Jo nes was 

released o nly several mo nths ago and 

is ve ry easy to obtain . I n less than fi ve 

minutes, via Amazon.fr, I had success­

full y o rdered m y co py, fo r 18 Euros 

plus pos tage, whi ch arrived at my 

doo r o nly ten calendar days later! 

O nce the book arri ved at m y 

doorstep, it is no exaggeratio n that] 

had two nearl y sleepless n ights where 

I eagerly and carefull y read this boo k, 
trying to learn as much as ] could! 

It is very exciting to note that fi ve 

French-written books o n buis have ap­

peared in the past 10 months! By read­

ing these new books, fasc inating and 
wonderful info rmatio n o n buis is now 

available. It has also presented me with 

an oppo rtuni ty to bo nd with my col­

legiate daughter, who is majo ring in 

fo reign languages (to include French), 

by repeatedly asking her to decipher an 

endless variety of passages when look­

ing for an exact interpretatio n. 
Lynn R. Batdorf 
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