
Montgomery Ward & Co. 
Chicago 

1872 Aaron Montgomery Ward (photo 1) issues his first mail-
order catalog. 246-254 Kinzie St, Chicago. 

1894 Now located at 111-116 Michigan Ave, Chicago. 

1904 Ward now has 3 million customers. 

1960 Ward now has a new office at 618 W. Chicago Ave (photo 
2). 

1985 The last mail-order catalog is issued. 

1997 Montgomery Ward files for bankruptcy. 

1999 They are now owned by GE Capital. 

2000 All remaining stores are closed at the end of the year. 

2008 Ward is purchased by Colony Brands, Inc. 

The earliest brass instruments marked with the 
Montgomery Ward name are these Jules DeVere 
examples. They are probably made in Austria by Bohland 
and Fuchs. 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1916 catalog has a new American-made line and an 
imported line from Austria (B&F). 

 

This Concertone cornet matches the 1916 catalog. 

 

The 1926 and 1931 catalogs show a line of Concertone 
brass. Examples from the 1931 catalog are shown here. 

The Concertone trumpet at the bottom matches the 1931 
example above it. 



1926 Catalog Pages – Concertone examples at right 

 

 



1931 Catalog Pages 

 

 

They are carrying the Tone-
Crest, Concertone, and 
Premier American models as 
well as brass made by the 
Indiana Band Instrument 
Company. 

 

Premier Trumpet 



1956 Catalog – Grenadier line made by the Ohio Band Inst. Co. 

Examples on the right are from Horn-u-Copia.net. 

 

They also offered the medium-priced Professional line 
from an unknown maker and the low-priced Student line 
made in France (probably by Couesnon). 

1962 Catalog – all said to be US made 

Good Kadit model, Better Thor model, & Best Grenadier. 

 



1964 Catalog 

Grenadier models with first slide triggers 

 

Kadit & Thor models 

 

1966 Kadit and Grenadier models (top right) 

1970 Kadit and Grenadier models (middle right) 

The last trumpet offered in 1980 (bottom right) 

 


