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shallower and wider than that of T. maculata. Also,TRYPOSTEGA MACULATA SP. NOV.
the shape of the zooeciular orifice differs in the two(Fig. 8E,F)
species; that of T. claviculata has a far larger opening

Material when compared to T. maculata and bears a spatulate
Holotype: NHM 1998.8.4.122, Port Vila Harbour, Efate, mandible.
Vanuatu, October 1990.

Paratype: NHM 1998.8.4.123, same locality and col- Distribution
lection data as holotype.

The most frequently recorded species of Trypostega, T.
venusta has been accorded a wide distribution in warm-

Description temperate and tropical seas, from all oceans, and it is
possible that the occurrence of other, similar, speciesColony encrusting, forming broad, thin sheets. Auto-
has been hidden, and that a re-examination of materialzooids oval to irregularly polygonal in shape, slightly
attributed to T. venusta would uncover wrongly as-convex, separated by distinct shallow grooves. Frontal
signed specimens and even new species. Trypostegashield smooth, hyaline, perforated by numerous, evenly
maculata has only been found encrusting coral rubblespaced, round pores. Orifice keyhole-shaped, slightly
in Port Vila Harbour.longer than wide; deep, rounded anter, separated by

short proximally pointing triangular condyles from
shallower, semi-circular or rounded triangular poster; FAMILY CHORIZOPORIDAE VIGNEAUX, 1949
very slight raised rim around orifice. Ovicell hy- GENUS CHORIZOPORA HINCKS, 1879
perstomial, prominent, oval, slightly trilobed in ap-

Type species: Flustra brongniartii Audouin, 1826.pearance, the middle lobe largest and most prominent,
as evenly perforated as the frontal shield; orifice of
ovicellate zooids wider than long. Zooeciules (modified CHORIZOPORA BRONGNIARTII (AUDOUIN)
avicularia), appear distal to most autozooids and ovi- (Fig. 8C)
cells, calcification and perforation similar to auto- Flustra brongniartii Audouin, 1826: 240; Savigny,
zooids; orifice small, mandible rounded or elliptical. [1817]: pl. 10, fig. 6.

Chorizopora brongniartii: Hayward & Ryland, 1979:
Measurements 240, fig. 103; Gordon, 1984: 113, pl. 44C; Hayward,

1988; Ryland & Hayward, 1992: 249, fig. 13c.Holotype. means and standard deviations, mm (n=
25).

Autozooid length 0.48±0.07; width 0.29±0.01. Remarks
Orifice length 0.09±0.01; width 0.08±0.01. The thin, translucent colonies of this species make it

inconspicuous on the coral rubble specimens examined
for this study. However, Chorizopora brongniartii isEtymology
easily distinguished from other species of ChorizoporaFrom macula L.—spot, alluding to the large frontal
(e.g. Gordon, 1984) by the smooth or transverselypores seen in this species.
wrinkled, but non-spinous, frontal walls of its auto-
zooids.

Remarks

The ovicells are polymorphs; the brood chamber is Distribution
separated from the maternal zooid by an incomplete

Chorizopora brongniartii is widely distributed in bothdistal wall and is closed by the operculum of the
temperate and tropical shelf seas; in Vanuatu it wasmaternal zooid.
found on small pieces of coral rubble in Port VilaIt is almost certain that Trypostega maculata has
Harbour.been confused with T. venusta in the past; however, it

differs from T. venusta in the shape of the primary
SUPERFAMILY ARACHNOPUSIOIDEA JULLIEN, 1888orifice and the lack of a proximal oral umbo. The orifice

FAMILY ARACHNOPUSIIDAE JULLIEN, 1888of T. venusta has a sagittate poster with very slight
GENUS PORICELLA CANU, 1904lateral indentations proximal to the condyles, whereas

the orifice of T. maculata is far more rounded and
Type species: Poricella maconnica Canu, 1904.lacks the lateral indentations proximal to the condyles.

Trypostega maculata is similar to T. claviculata
Remarks(Hincks, 1882b), both having very large frontal pores.

However, they differ in the shape of the orifice: the Thanks to the courtesy of Dr Juan J. López Gappa
(Argentine Museum of Natural Sciences, Buenosposter of the primary orifice of T. claviculata is far
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Figure 8. A, Figularia pulcherrima sp. nov. Note ovicellate zooid, centre right. B, Savignyella lafontii. C,
Chorizopora brongniartii. D, Nimba saxatilis. E, Trypostega maculata sp. nov. Primary orifice and zooeciule, above.
F, Trypostega maculata sp. nov. G, Exochonella brasiliensis. Scale bars: A=0.50 mm; B=0.50 mm; C=0.20 mm;
D=0.25 mm; E=0.05 mm; F=0.25 mm; G=0.50 mm.


