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Overview of NIH Policy Changes for Data 
Management & Sharing



BU Resources for NIH Data Management & Sharing
https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/compliance/bu-resources-for-nih-data-management-sharing/

https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/compliance/bu-resources-for-nih-data-management-sharing/


NIH Policy for Data Management and 
Sharing (DMS Policy)
• Submission of Data Management & Sharing Plan with all applications for funding beginning 

January 25, 2023
⮚Implementation Details for the NIH Data Management and Sharing Policy:  NOT-OD-22-189
⮚Final NIH Policy for Data Management and Sharing:  NOT-OD-21-013

• Incorporated into new FORMS-H application format
• Compliance with the Data Management and Sharing Plan approved by the funding NIH 

Institute, Center, or Office
• DMS Policy: Applies to all research, funded or conducted in whole or in part by NIH, that 

results in the generation of “scientific data”

“Scientific data” is defined as:  “The recorded factual material 
commonly accepted in the scientific community as of sufficient quality 
to validate and replicate research findings, regardless of whether the 
data are used to support scholarly publications.”

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-189.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-013.html


Policy
applies to proposals submitted 

before 1/24/2023

New Policy

New Policy Notes
applies to proposals submitted on/after 

1/24/2023

Inclusion in Proposal
Data sharing plan is required in 
applications that amount to 
$500,000 in any budget period, or 
if specifically called out as a 
requirement in guidelines

DMS Plan is required with every application for 
research projects regardless of amount. This 
includes all 'R' applications, some Career 
Development (K), SBIR/STTRs, Research Centers

Does not apply to Training (T), 
Fellowships (F), Certain non-research 
Career Awards (e.g., KM1),
Construction (C06), Conference 
Grants (R13), Resources (Gs), 
Research Related Infrastructure 
Programs (S06)

Length and Details
A brief 1-paragraph description of 
how final research data will be 
shared, or explain why data-
sharing is not possible

Recommended to be two pages or less in length 
and 6 key elements must be included: 

1) Data Type
2) Related tools, software, or code
3) Standards
4) Data preservation, access, and         

associated timelines
5) Access, distribution, or reuse considerations
6) Oversight of data management and sharing

– template provided, not required
– 'to be determined' is not an 

acceptable response
– hypertext (e.g., hyperlinks and  

URLs) are not allowed



Policy
applies to proposals submitted 

before 1/24/2023

New Policy

New Policy Notes
applies to proposals submitted on/after 

1/24/2023
Budget

Applicants may request funds for 
data sharing in the budget and 
budget justification sections of their 
applications. 

Funds may be needed for:
- Preparing the dataset
- Preparing the associated  

documentation
- Providing support to data users
- Archival costs 

Applicants may request funds toward data 
management and sharing in the budget and budget 
justification sections of their applications. 

Funds may be needed for:
- Curating data
- Developing supporting documentation
- Formatting data according to accepted 

community standards, or for 
transmission to and storage at a selected 
repository for long-term preservation and access

- De-identifying data
- Preparing metadata to foster discoverability, 

interpretation, and reuse
- Local data management considerations
- Preserving and sharing data through 

established repositories, such as data 
deposit fees

To request funds toward DMS 
costs, investigators should include: 

1) A line item in the budget 
form

2) A brief summary of the DMS 
Plan and a description of the 
requested DMS costs in the 
budget justification

3) All allowable costs submitted 
in budget requests must be 
incurred during the 
performance period, even for 
scientific data and metadata 
preserved and shared beyond 
the award period.



Policy
applies to proposals submitted 

before 1/24/2023

New Policy

New Policy Notes
applies to proposals submitted on/after 

1/24/2023

Assessment
Data sharing plan is not a review 
component for award issuance

Applications selected for funding will only be 
funded if the DMS Plan is complete and 
acceptable. Program staff at the proposed NIH 
Institute or Center (IC) will assess DMS Plans to 
ensure reasonableness of the plan.  If revisions are 
needed, this will be addressed at the JIT phase.

During peer review, reviewers 
will not be asked to comment 
on the DMS Plan nor will they 
factor the DMS Plan into the 
Overall Impact score

Compliance
Data sharing plans not typically 
called out within official Notice of 
Award (NOA)

● The Plan will become a Term and Condition of 
the Notice of Award (NOA). 

● Failure to provide updates in progress reports 
may result in enforcement actions, including 
the addition of special terms and conditions 
or award termination. 

● Failure to deposit data after the end of the 
funding period may negatively influence 
future opportunities.



DMS Plan Submission
• A new “Other Plan(s)” field will be added to the PHS 398 form to collect 

a single PDF attachment.
• Data Sharing Plans and Genomic Data Sharing Plans (GDS) will no longer 

be submitted to the “Resource Sharing Plan(s)” field.

DMS Plan format page 
will be added to list of 

Format Pages and 
incorporated into 

FORMS-H application 
instructions

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/all-forms-and-formats/format-pages/data-management-sharing-plan


Submitting DMS Budgets
• Direct costs to support the activities proposed in the DMS Plan must be indicated as 

“Data Management and Sharing Costs”
• R&R Budget Form: line item in section F. Other Direct Costs.
• Brief summary of DMS Plan and description of DMS costs must be included within 

the budget justification attachment.

• PHS 398 Modular Budget Form: within Additional Narrative Justification

Data Management and Sharing Costs



DMS Plan Format and DMPTool



Format of a DMS Plan
✔ Plans should be no more than 2 pages in length
✔ Optional template is available now
✔ 6 key elements must be included: 

1) Data Type
2) Related tools, software, or code
3) Standards
4) Data preservation, access, and associated timelines
5) Access, distribution, or reuse considerations
6) Oversight of data management and sharing



This is the DMPTool 
homepage accessible at 
https://dmptool.org/

https://dmptool.org/


You’ll use this box to login to 
the system.

Use your BU email address to 
prompt the institutional login.



You should see “Boston 
University” and an option to sign 
in with your institution (SSO).



This is the familiar BU Login 
screen where you’ll enter 
your BU credentials.



You’ll need to use Two -
Step authentication for 
the DMPTool.



Once you’ve signed in successfully, you’ll land on your dashboard 
page inside of DMPTool.  Any existing plans will be displayed here.

Click “Create plan” get started with a new plan.



When you create a new plan, you’ll see 
this page.  It should automatically have 
added Boston University as your research 
organization based on your institutional 
access.

You can start by adding a title.



Start typing the name of your funding 
agency in this box to bring up suggestions.

Typing NIH will bring up the National 
Institutes of Health (nih.gov); select this 
agency if you are working on a plan for a 
NIH-funded proposal.



Once you’ve selected a funder, a new 
menu will appear that displays that 
funder’s templates.  Select the NIH-GEN 
DMSP (Forthcoming 2023).



Click “Create plan” to move to the next 
step using the selected template.



Once you’ve successfully created your new 
plan, you’ll land on the Project Details tab of 
the plan creation process.

You can begin to add the details of your plan, 
including the abstract and any existing 
funding information.



If this is building on existing work, you can 
add information about those projects here.



The Collaborators tab is where you 
can add project contributors, 
including co-investigators using the 
“Add a contributor” button.

This tab also allows you to add 
DMP Collaborators who will be 
given access to the plan within 
DMPTool so that they can make 
direct contributions and edits.

You will see yourself as the owner; 
anyone you invite as a collaborator 
will appear in this list with the 
associated permissions.



This is the most important tab in 
this section.  Here you will find 
the six elements of the new NIH 
data management and sharing 
guidance.  Each section expands 
to provide detailed guidance and 
walks you through the process 
step-by-step.



Each section expands to provide incredibly detailed guidance, 
including model language, with links to the NIH specifications and 
definitions.  You do not need to leave this tool to access the 
guidance and comments.

If you complete each section, you will addressed all the six required 
elements of the new NIH guidance.



The Research outputs 
and Finalize/Publish tabs 
are optional as they are 
not part of the NIH 
requirements.

If you want to use the 
Research Outputs 
section, you can add 
information about all the 
outputs you expect to 
generate, including 
datasets.



From the Download tab, you can export a copy of your 
data management and sharing plan in a range of file 
formats.  Depending on the format you choose, 
different export options will appear.

W e strongly recommend choosing the .docx/W ord 
version since you will have the ability to easily edit the 
file after download as needed before submission.



Your work is saved automatically as a 
private plan while you go.  Once 
you’ve finished your plan, if you want 
to share it, either within BU or 
publicly, you can make that selection 
on this page.

This page also allows you to register 
completed plans, obtaining a DMP ID 
(using a DOI) that can be added to 
your ORCiD record.



Once you’ve completed your plan, you can 
return to your dashboard, where you’ll see your 
plan listed.

The dashboard is also where you can access the 
3rd party applications menu that allows you to 
connect your ORCiD iD to DMPTool.



When you access 3rd Party Applications, you 
will see the option to create or connect your 
ORCiD iD.



This is the ORCiD sign in screen; you can 
sign into your existing account or create 
an ORCiD iD if you don’t have one.



Once you’ve made the linkage, you’ll see 
your ORCiD iD displayed on this page.



You can access current guidance directly 
from the Funder Requirements page.



You can access shared 
plans from this link.



https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/compliance/bu-resources-for-nih-data-management-sharing/

https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/compliance/bu-resources-for-nih-data-management-sharing/


Data Repositories and Other Resources



Detailed information on 
Where, When, and How to 
share data can be found in the 
BU NIH Data Management & 
Sharing Policy Research 
Guide:

https://library.bu.edu/NIH_DMS#s-
lg-box-29797601

https://library.bu.edu/NIH_DMS#s-lg-box-29797601


Choosing a Data Repository

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-016.html

For some programs and types of data, NIH ICO’s and Funding 
Opportunity Announcements identify particular data 
repositories to be used to preserve and share data.

Primary consideration should be given to data repositories that 
are discipline or data-type specific.  A list of NIH 
recommended data repositories can be found here: 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/NIHbmic/domain_specific_reposit
ories.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-016.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/NIHbmic/domain_specific_repositories.html


Choosing a Data Repository

There are many generalist repositories available to researchers. 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/NIHbmic/generalist_repositories.html

Smaller datasets (up to 2GB in size) many be included as supplementary material submitted to PubMed Central

Very small data sets (<100MB) can be shared through OpenBU managed by BU Libraries.

Many of the above repositories providing pricing guides for researchers for inclusion in their budgets.

The Data Management & Sharing Working Group will be surveying the landscape of data sharing solutions and 
provide recommendations on possible future service offerings in this area.

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/NIHbmic/generalist_repositories.html


BU Computing and Data Support Services

Research Computing Services (RCS)
Housed within Information Services & Technology, RCS provides researchers with large-scale computing and storage services, such as the 
Shared Computing cluster (SCC), coupled with consulting, programming assistance, and training to support a wide range of scientific 
disciplines across BU.
https://www.bu.edu/tech/services/research/

Software Application & Innovation Lab (SAIL)
Housed within the Hariri Institute of Computing, SAIL is a professional research, software engineering, and consulting lab that acts as both a 
driver and collaborative partner for computational and data-oriented research efforts across BU.
https://sail.bu.edu/

Biostatistics and Epidemiology Data Analytics Center (BEDAC)
Housed within the School of Public Health, BEDAC provides research services to BU investigators and government, foundation and industry 
partners. Core areas include project and data management, study monitoring and reporting, biostatistics and epidemiology, data sciences, and 
geospatial technologies.
https://www.bu.edu/sph/research/biostatistics-and-epidemiology-data-analytics-center-bedac/

Clinical & Translational Science Institute (CTSI)
The CTSI provides clinical investigators with tools, services, and resources to maximize the impact of discoveries and speed the translation of 
research into improved patient care through collaborative approaches.
https://www.bu.edu/ctsi/

Many resources are available to researchers for analyzing their data, managing study data and reporting, 
and development of software products for their research.  A partial list includes:

https://www.bu.edu/tech/services/research/
https://www.bu.edu/tech/services/research/
https://sail.bu.edu/
https://sail.bu.edu/
https://www.bu.edu/sph/research/biostatistics-and-epidemiology-data-analytics-center-bedac/
https://www.bu.edu/sph/research/biostatistics-and-epidemiology-data-analytics-center-bedac/
https://www.bu.edu/ctsi/
https://www.bu.edu/ctsi/


Who do I contact?

Any questions should be directed to your Sponsored Programs 
Research Administrator (SP RA)

Find your SP RA:
https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/contact/departmental-contacts/

Additional Frequently Asked Questions can be found on the following 
Research Support site:
https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/compliance/bu-resources-for-
nih-data-management-sharing/

https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/contact/departmental-contacts/
https://www.bu.edu/researchsupport/compliance/bu-resources-for-nih-data-management-sharing/


Questions and Answers



Q: If informed consent was obtained decades ago and data sharing wasn't explicitly addressed, 
is this a valid reason for not sharing?

Several points to consider (since the question doesn’t contain a lot of details):
● It is possible that sharing is not permitted given the scope/terms of consent. Any limitations of data 

sharing should be included in the DSMP.
● If this is a funding proposal to generate new scientific data using previously collected data, the 

requirements will likely apply. For secondary use, sharing the primary data source is not required (and 
those primary data, if decades old, hopefully no longer contain identifiers, meaning the data may no 
longer be considered to include ‘human subjects’).

● If this question pertains to a decades-old project that has since been closed, the new policy does not 
apply (unless it falls within the 2003 Policy).

● Review the NIH Policy FAQs - there is guidance on when not sharing, or limiting sharing, may be 
justified.

● Investigators are required to maintain all applicable confidentiality and privacy standards and should 
indicate in their Plans how they will address this issue.

● NIH has a tool to help assess whether a data sharing policy applies to certain research: 
https://sharing.nih.gov/other-sharing-policies/which-policies-apply-to-my-research . 

● When in doubt, ask your NIH program officer.

https://sharing.nih.gov/other-sharing-policies/which-policies-apply-to-my-research


Q: I'm curious about data sharing policies regarding inherently sensitive data such as digital 
voice recordings. If there are (or can be) transcripts created from the voice recordings, or the 
use of voice altering technology, these may be acceptable alternatives to the original 
recordings?

Accommodations may be requested in the budget to meet the requirements. Investigators are required to 
maintain all applicable confidentiality and privacy standards and should indicate in their Plans how they will 
address this issue.  Researchers should follow the guidance provided by the IRB for their specific project.

Q: How does the policy apply to qualitative data, like transcripts, ethnographic fieldnotes, or 
oral/video histories? 

The research institute to which you are applying may have more specific guidance in this area, however 
presumably the Policy would apply if you are generating scientific data: The recorded factual material 
commonly accepted in the scientific community as of sufficient quality to validate and replicate research 
findings, regardless of whether the data are used to support scholarly publications.



Q: Helpful to know whether BU will expand Y-drive and other shared storage for data retention 
purposes?

Q: Is BU planning to offer the infrastructure necessary to data sharing? (please!)

BU currently has limited options for sharing data broadly to the community.  The Research Data Management 
& Sharing working group plans to survey the landscape of data sharing solutions and provide 
recommendations on possible future service offerings in this area.  

When possible we encourage researchers to utilize existing NIH Data Repositories for sharing their data.  
Further details can be found in the BU NIH 2-23 Data Management & Sharing Policy libguide located here: 
https://library.bu.edu/NIH_DMS#s-lg-box-29797602

For small datasets (under 100MB) Researchers can utilize the Open BU service managed by BU Libraries.  
Please see https://open.bu.edu/ for more information.

https://library.bu.edu/NIH_DMS#s-lg-box-29797602
https://open.bu.edu/


Q: Does this refer only to making the data available to researchers outside of the project? What 
about sharing between subs?

The new NIH policy (effective January 2023) is specifically about sharing data publicly, with researchers and 
others who are not on the project.  Sharing data with sub-awardees and other collaborators is a separate 
question and not part of compliance with this policy.



Q: Can the working group create a template for the data sharing plan document we have to 
include in R01 applications?

NIH has created a sample template, available for use, although not required.  The sample template can be 
found here: https://grants.nih.gov/sites/default/files/DMS-Plan-blank-format-page.pdf

Additional sample plans are located on NIH’s web page on Writing a Data Management & Sharing Plan which 
is located here: https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/planning-and-budgeting-for-
data-management-and-sharing/writing-a-data-management-and-sharing-plan#sample-plans

https://grants.nih.gov/sites/default/files/DMS-Plan-blank-format-page.pdf
https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/planning-and-budgeting-for-data-management-and-sharing/writing-a-data-management-and-sharing-plan#sample-plans
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