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FROM THE PRESIDENT

It is with the deepest regret that | have, once more, to record the passing of one who gave to our subject

so much: Professor Dr. Gustav Schwantes
who passed on the 17th November, 1960, aged 79.

In the preface to “Cultivation of the Mesembryanthemaceae” by Professor Dr. Schwantes | outlined his career
and gave a long list of his many publications on our subject. Since that little book was published his monumental
work “Flowering Stones” appeared in 1957. We deeply regret his passing and the loss of one so valuable to us.
He lavishly expended his knowledge and experience, particularly on Mesembryanthemums, but he held positions
of importance in Philosophy and Pre-History and was attached to the University at Kiel. It will be a long time
before we have such another.

In the October issue of the Journal | asked for comments from readers in regard to the ‘divided areole” of
Mammillarias. | have only had one note, from Mr. Boarder. | would be grateful for comments from readers
on the subject during the coming season.

We had a very happy annual dinner at the Salisbury Hotel when nearly sixty members and their friends
assembled. |am afraid | have to record a failing of my own, a failing which | also made at an earlier similar function.
I tried to think of everybody to thank for what they had done towards the occasion, but | forgot one who should
never have been forgotten—I refer to our very good friend Mr. Young. Not only was-he responsible for so much
of what tock place, but he also projected the slides. Yes, thanks for that, but all those present must have noted
the celerity and slickness of the showing. Sir Oliver and Lady Leese admirably managed the lecture part with some
very fine transparencies, but with little or no rehearsal Mr. Young projected the slides with a skill and speed that
merited a very special thanks. The whole of the lecture and the projecting was worthy of the highest praise.

Now, | wish you everything you wish for yourselves in the coming season.
E. SHURLY.

Referring to the comment and photographs of Miss Harrison’s in the October Journal, Mr. L. E. Newton
writes :—“It is not evident in the Journal which plant you were referring to in your note on the name Aloe filefra.
However, | should like to offer one possible explanation which occurs to me. At the bottom of the lowermost
of the two photographs is a rosette of what could well be Agave filifera Salm. This species could be called ‘cotton
Agave’ because it has long fibres amongst the leaves (from the leaf margins). Also, it comes from Mexico. If

the owner of the plant received the name in conversation, the name ‘filifera’ could easily sound like ‘filefra’.
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CACTUS CULTURAL NOTES

By A. BOARDER

Several members have asked me about seed sowing and so a few lines on the subject may be helpful to others
as well. The Society’s booklet contains a full description of my method of seed sowing and so | can refrain from
repeating all that is given there. However, the making and heating of a propagating frame seems to give some
difficulty even now but of course | can only give general instructions as each individual will have different
opportunities both with regard to the size of the frame which can be accommodated and the expense to which
one can go. The points to remember are that any box will do and that the smaller it is within reason the easier
and cheaper it will cost to warm it to the desired temperature. | consider that this needs to be between 70 and
75 degrees F., and this can be maintained with the aid of a thermostat. It is false economy to try to do without
this piece of apparatus as it will halve the cost of electricity at least. | know that it can be expensive to fit a good
thermostat, but there is no need to pay between £3 and £3 10s. 0d. for one, which would be necessary for work
in a greenhouse.

As the wattage necessary for a small frame would be quite low, all that is required is a small thermostat to
regulate it and one of the type sold for the purpose of heating small aquariums will be quite enough. These can
be bought for as little as 10/- each, and they will work satisfactorily for a heater up to 300 watts. Although they
are made for insertion in water they will function quite all right in the air and the fact that they are waterproof
means that the moisture ever present in a propagating frame will not harm them in any way. The thermostat
can be placed about the level of the top of the seed pans and then the required temperature can be maintained.
The heating can be done with ordinary lamps, but if these are used do not depend on one small wattage lamp but
have sufficient power to maintain the temperature without the lamp having to be working at full stress most of
the time. If the lamp is almost always on it will not last very long. Heaters can be bought for as little as 10/-
each, and the type used for heating aquariums can be used. These will have to be inserted in water, a jar or large
mouthed bottle will do. If not in water the glass tube could crack. If a fairly large frame is used it is possible to
heat it with one of the soil heating cables. | have a couple of “Warm Glow” heaters in use which are 50 feet in
length and are about 120 watts in power. It is difficult to use one of these in a small frame as the cable must be
so placed that the coil is kept well apart. This difficulty can be overcome by placing most of the cable on the bottom
and the rest can be wound and supported round the sides of the frame thus giving a better air temperature.

If the frame is made fairly airtight, it is surprising how little electricity will be used to maintain the required
temperature. Before the seeds germinate it is possible to cover the frame with material to keep in most of the
warmth. This cover must of course be removed once any seeds show up or they will become drawn, white and
weak. See that you test the warmth for a night before actually sowing and then you will be sure that the seeds
have every chance of growing. The time of the year can be very important and | consider that as long as the
necessary warmth can be supplied it is better to sow early in the year, some time in January if possible. | find
that by sowing as early as this | can prick out most of the seedlings in May, and then they have every chance of
growing on well before the winter. If you can get your seedlings of Mams. and Rebutias a half to an inch across
by October, they will go through the winter at a temperature of 40 degrees F. and be quite safe. They must be
kept dry at this temperature or they may rot off.

I still find that the plastic pots | tried give every satisfaction and the Mams. | potted in them have grown better
than those in clay pots. Not that | think the actual pot makes the difference to the growth of the plant, but it is
the fact that they hold the moisture better and so do not dry out as quickly as clay pots and so the plant grows
better in hot weather. No doubt, if plants in clay pots could be watered twice a day in warm weather the plants
would grow as well. All members have no opportunity of watering as often as this | know. The idea of putting
some peat at the bottom of each box and pot was carried out last year and | shall continue to do this. | find that
the roots of the plants like to get into this peat which holds the moisture so well. As long as the potting soil is
porous there will be no trouble from stagnant soil. The idea, of a third of the pot to be filled with crocks, as is
often recommended, does not appear as necessary as some writers make out. | have not used this method for many
years as | contend that most of the pots we use are small enough as it is without making them smaller by putting
in so much crock. In any case | do not think that moisture low in a pot would do any damage to a plant. It is
when there is surplus moisture just at the base of the plant that trouble can ensue.

When repotting any globular plant or one resembling a cespitose Mammillaria it is a good plan to see that
the plant is mound set. This means that the soil immediately under the plant body is slightly higher than that
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nearer to the edge of the pot. This method of planting assists surplus water to soak away from the base of the
plant. The fact that there is a layer of peat at the bottom of the pot ensures that the upper soil will have most
of its moisture drawn down by the action of the peat. The fibrous roots will be able to reach it there, but the
base of the plant will not be so likely to be wet most of the time when decay can creep in.

| hope that members never lose an opportunity of encouraging young people to take an interest in cacti
growing. Just one small off-set has often meant the starting of an interesting hobby for a boy or girl which has
led to a life-long interest. | was started on the road with a small off-set given to me in 1905, and not only do |
still have that plant, but the gift encouraged me to start collecting cacti and | have had years of pleasure ever since.
We hear so often nowadays of the difficulty of finding something for people to do with their ever increasing spare
time, that the importance of a hobby cannot be over emphasised. When | started in the hobby people worked
twice as long as most do today, and when | started work | was employed for eighty hours a week. Not much time
for hobbies then and sixteen shillings a week did not go far especially when one had to pay for board and lodging
away from home. However it was possible in those days to buy a nice little plant in a pot for 3d., and I still have
the descendants of a few plants | bought at that price from a florist in 1905.

| hope that this season will see a much better response from some members at-the shows. The last one in
September, 1960, was the worst | have ever had to judge as far as numbers were concerned. | have judged about
twenty-eight of these shows at the R.H.S. Hall since the war and many others all over the country, but | do not
remember having to officiate at any show of any importance at all where the entries were so few. | try to make
all sorts of excuses for the lack of entries but | just cannot understand why a Society as large as ours is unable to
get more than a couple of dozen members to exhibit. We have often asked at meetings if there are any classes
which the members would like included, but rarely do we get any useful replies. Last year a class was asked for
for members who had no greenhouse, but there was not a single entry in the class which was provided. The usual
excuse is that transport is so difficult. | know that this can be a problem, but if the wish is there the means of
carrying it out should not be unsurmountable. In the 1930s | used to get my plants to the shows when there were
far less cars, etc., about and so | am sure that if members really tried they could get their plants to the hall for
exhibition.

| am sure that it would be possible for a member to find a few more on the route who would share with the
cost of transport. One member could collect from several and the expense being shared would not amount to
much and in any case the prize money should cover this. | recall a junior member winning £1 for two firsts when
there were only two entries in each class, and so the possibility of covering expenses with prize money is very real.
Sometimes | hear the excuse that it is no use showing against ‘so and so’ as he always wins. | can assure members
that very often entries are so few that the show secretary has to phone round to old hands, who had not intended
to show, to get them to enter to help make up something worth seeing. These members would have been quite
happy to stand by and see new members showing their plants for a change. One never knows how good the plants
are until they are placed against others. Let us see if it is possible to have a really good show each time in 1961,
as by this means many new members may be brought into the Society and general interest aroused.

See that the glass of the greenhouse is well cleaned so that as much light as possible can reach the plants. This
may not be quite so important later on in the year when the days are longer, but for a few months it is imperative
to see that the plants get all the light possible. The time to start watering will depend on several factors. Where
the plants are kept is one which must not be lost sight of. The warmer their position the sooner may they need
some water. It is quite impossible to give any exact date when watering should start as so much depends not only
on the actual position but also on the plant. It is always better to watch the plants and only give water to those
which appear to be making new growth. In most greenhouses it will probably be sometime after the middle of
February when watering can be commenced on those plants which need it, but this does not mean watering the
whole collection. Experience alone will tell when this is necessary. Do not start watering when there is a very
cold spell about and see that some air is given so that any surplus moisture can soon dry up.

The repotting can be started in March by moving those plants which have started to make active growth and
which have either reached the side of the pot or appear to be pot-bound. With all the younger plants it will be
beneficial to repot each year but some of the older established plants need not be moved as often. One gets to
know when a plant needs a move, not always to a larger pot however. The look of the top soil of the pot sometimes
gives an indication that the plant can do with something fresh in the way of nourishment. Remember that if a plant
has grown well during the past season it has almost certainly used up most of the goodness in the soil and will grow
on much better if given a repotting. Any plant which has run roots out of the bottom should be moved. See that
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all old potting soil is removed and any dead or worn out fibrous roots can also be taken off. The plant will soon
make new fibrous roots when placed in sweet fresh soil. See that the fresh compost is crumbly moist, not too wet
nor too dry. If too wet it is impossible to firm it down without making mud of the compost and if too dry it
cannot be firmed at all and a tall plant would fall over after being potted. Any tall plant should be staked
immediately and it can be so done that the stake is invisible from the front. Do not tie too tightly or the plant
can be cut when it grows.

Keep a watch for root bug when you are repotting and remove by washing in hot water. You will have to
dry the roots of any plant so treated before actually repotting as otherwise you cannot keep the roots separate
whilst running in the fresh soil. It is a great mistake to water soon after potting as many plants will rot off
especially if repotting is done early in the year before the plant has started to make active growth. Providing
the potting soil is fairly moist there should be at least a week before any water is needed. It is a good plan to mark
the back of the label with the date of repotting as this will be useful the following year. Such slow growing
specimens as Ariocarpus, Pelecyphoras, Strombocactus, etc., need not be moved as often as those plants which grow
fairly quickly. When a plant which should make reasonable growth has failed to do so during the previous year
it may be that it needs repotting. The soil may have become foul or the roots may have died. It is also sometimes
found that the pot is filled with packed roots and all trace of decent soil seems to have gone. It is of little use
expecting such a plant to grow well until it has been moved to fresh quarters. Where the base of a plant has
become dried and very brown it will be found a good plan to cut some of this away and dry the base again before
repotting. It is surprising how soon the plant will send out new roots from the cut part. This treatment must
only be done when the sun has some power, say from the beginning of May.

Once watering begins in earnest make sure that the plants get enough at each watering. If sufficient space
has not been left at the top of each pot it may not be possible to give enough water at each watering to damp all
the soil in the pot with the consequence that the centre of the ball of soil may never get wet all the year. A good
watering will do no harm providing the soil dries out before the next is given. With care the coming year should
bring forth as many flowers as appeard last year and many seeds will be formed, especially if the flowers are
pollinated when open during sunny weather.

TABLE SHOW RESULTS, 1960.

Ist.  Mr. Read, Cheam—12 points.
2nd. Mrs. Sharman, Mill Hill—5 points.
Mr. Collings, New Barnet—S5 points.

3rd. Miss Pilcher, St. John’s Wood—4 points.
Mr. Naylor, Barking—4 points.

We do hope that members will make special efforts to support the two Shows in 1961 and make them complete
successes in numbers as well as quantities. =~ We have repeatedly asked for better support of these shows and
we trust that the members will make a special effort this season.

We also hope that members will increase the exhibits at the Table Shows. It is so little effort to bring one
for this purpose and we feel that every member can do something in this direction.

We hope that it has not escaped the notice of members that 1961 is the 30th anniversary of the founding of
the Society and we trust that everybody will do everything they can to make it as memorable a year as possible.
Remember what the Society has done to popularise our subject and we are sure you will realise that your own
celebration will make our Shows and Table Shows a greater success than ever.
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A NOTE ON STAPELIA x MAGNA Berger

By L. E. NEWTON

In a recent issue of this Journal a photograph was published as Stapelia magna (Vol. 21, p. 87: Oct. 1959). This
name, however, does not appear in Jacobsen’s Handbook, for it is one of the many Stapelia hybrids which he decided
to omit (vide Vol. 2, p. 847). The point of interest about the publication of a photograph with this name is that
White and Sloane failed to find a plant which fitted Berger’s original description' when they were preparing for
their monograph on the Stapelieae in 1933. Even with the appearance of the second edition of their great work
in 1937 they had still not found a plant which answered satisfactorily to the description, althouth they said that
plants bearing the name were often to be seen in collections?. Berger did not know the origin of his new hybrid.
He obtained it as Stapelia grandiflora several years before the publication of his book. He points out that in many
respects it is very like S. x cantabrigiensis Bgr. (described in the same book and also omitted by Jacobsen) and
gives the opinion that S. hirsuta was probably involved in the parentage of both these plants.

It would be interesting to know how closely Miss Martin’s plant agrees with Berger’s description, a translation
of which is given below. | should not like to offer a definite opinion based solely upon the illustration, but the
left-hand one of the two stems in the photograph does not appear to be very square and there is no sign
of pubescence on either the stems or the pedicels.

S. x magna Berger.—Stems strong, 25-30 cm. long and 2 cm. or more thick, very pubescent, the edges only
slightly prominent and the sides only slightly sunken, thus square in transverse section. Inflorescences from the
base. Pedicels strong, pubescent. Corolla 13-16 cm. wide, split into five somewhat over halfway down, with
lanceolate lobes scarcely twice as long as broad, entirely dark brown especially in the centre, with numerous
concentric transverse weals, those on the lobes more distant from one another, rather undulating and occasionally
rather yellowish; whole of inside of corolla with the exception of the upper half of the lobes, bordered with
violet-red finely-curled, soft hairs and abundantly covered with longer and somewhat more rigid hairs. Segments
of the inner corona deeply cleft, extended in front into a pointed horn.

References:

I. BERGER, Stapelieen und Kleinien, Stuttgart, 1910. p. 295.
2. WHITE & SLOANE, The Stapelieae, 2 edn., Pasadena, 1937. p. 548.

LISTS RECEIVED
S. V. Smith, Wyck Hill Nurseries, Stow on the Wold, Glos., a twelve-paged mimeographed list of cacti and
succulents.

Succulenta Nurseries, Suvla, Military Road, Hout Bay, Cape, South Africa: a twenty-paged printed list of cacti
and succulents with some notes on the cultivation of succulents.

E. Hepworth, 133 Ambleside Avenue, Telscombe Cliffs, Sussex: an eight-paged printed list of cacti and succulents
including 105 different varieties of Lithops.

When giving the Society’s Fixtures for 1961 in the October, 1960 Journal the date for December was
unfortunately omitted. The Film Show by Mr. Rowley will be on the 5th December, 1961. Will members also
note that there will be no R.H.S. Shows on the dates of our own January, May and December, 1961, meetings.

When you have the opportunity of photographing any of your plants will you please remember that | badly
need more photographs for illustrations in the Journal.
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CULTIVATION OF SUCCULENTS

By Mrs. M. STILLWELL

By the time you are reading these notes another New Year will have dawned and let us hope it will bring
better weather than the previous one did. At the time of writing, which is early December, everything is still
very damp and wet and, in spite of a concrete floor in the greenhouse, water has managed to seep through owing
to the garden being so water logged. | dare not think what it would have been like had the floor not been of
concrete. Owing to the unusual damp conditions, | have had trouble this year with a black mould on some of
the succulents. | have never before been troubled in this way, and it makes those plants look very unsightly.
A large plant of Crassula arborescens was one of the worst affected. It has been almost impossible to risk watering
anything under these conditions for fear of rot setting in and | have found it far safer to keep the plants dry, even
to the point of shrivelling. They usually soon fill out again in the spring, and are as good as ever.

Some of the rare and more delicate succulents | have placed in the propagator with the top off, so that they
get just a little bottom heat during the worst part of the winter.

I was glad that earlier in the year | had put a good top layer of coarse sand around the neck of all the
Conophytums. This enabled me to water them without fear of rotting in the autumn as the water went straight down
to the roots. The Bilobe Conophytums flowered very freely as usual, but the small globular types, which bloom
somewhat later, were not quite so prolific, owing to the dull weather and lack of sun to force the buds out.
Argyrodermas usually flower for me from every head, but this year proved the exception to the rule. Most of them
came into bud very late and one or two are still trying to open, now, in December, others decided to give flowers
a miss for the year. Glottiphyllums do not seem troubled by the weather and go on blooming away rain or shine.
| have had several go on blooming all through the winter and personally | like them, they are the type of plants
that thrive on neglect and should never be too generously watered at any time to get the best out of them.
Gibbaeums do not seem to worry about the weather either; being winter growers they manage to bloom during
the darkest days. At this date, | have G. molle, G. pilosulum out and the following in bud: G. shandii, G. perviride,
G. album, G. velutinum, etc. They need a little water during the winter when the weather is suitable.

Hoya bella is a delightful little plant that should not be allowed to dry out completely in the winter or all its
leaves will drop, it likes a little extra warmth as | find it is rather more delicate than the ordinary Hoya carnosa.
It grows very well under the staging, particularly if you have glass to the ground, as it does not like too much sun
in the summer. The highly scented white waxy flowers grow in bunches from the underside of the branches.
Hoya carnosa has a similar type of flower but pink. My large plant of the latter had got rather old and woody,
so last spring | cut out all of the old growth and it has now made a number of new runners from the base, showing
evidence of flowers to come. This plant does not take too kindly to repotting and root disturbance and often
sulks and refuses to flower the following year. Cuttings root well in coarse damp sand during the summer months.

| am very fond of some of the choicer and more compact type of Aloes. One of the most attractive is A. concinna.
It has bright green leaves in rosette form, prettily patterned with white markings. It offsets freely from the base
and makes a good plant for the house. | have had one in my collection for a number of years, but had never seen
it in flower. On looking around the greenhouse last week, | noticed the main rosette has produced a flower stalk.
There is one plant that did not object to our summer. Aloes are ideal for those people who have a greenhouse
that does not get too much sun. There are many comparatively small growing ones that would do well on window
sills and our old friend A. variegata springs to mind, this is a plant that most beginners manage to obtain as it is
very easily flowered even indoors. Aloe plicatilis, the fan-shaped Aloe is very distinctive, also Aloe brevifolia which
forms compact rosettes and always looks good. A small very neat little plant, looking very like a Haworthia, is
Aloe humilis. It flowers freely in the spring from quite a small plant and the flowers are a bright orange red. If
you have ample space, | would recommend A. distans, A. greenii and A. mitroformis as being well worth having.
Everyone should try to obtain a small plant of Agave victoriae reginae to add to their collection, the firm dark green
leaves appear to be hand painted with a whitewash brush. A small unblemished plant will give you great joy as
it develops. On the whole, Agaves tend to grow rather too large for the average collection. They do well out
of doors for the summer. Be careful if you are spraying with Malathion, as some of my Aloes and Agaves got badly
marked with it this last year and it takes some time for them to grow out of it. Agaves unlike the Aloes die after
flowering, but as they do not bloom until they have reached a great age and are very large plants, that need not
worry the modest collector.
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My Haworthia maughanii flowered recently and | notice it has several seed pods. | find this plant much easier
to grow than its close relative H. truncata which, with me, used to make one new leaf and lose two old ones until
it finally died. | may get another one of these days.

My Euphorbia splendens (milii) always drops all its leaves in the winter as | keep it rather on the dry side for
safety. This year, although most of the leaves have gone, it is still full of bloom. [ notice several other Euphorbias
are also showing bud, but | shall still continue to keep them on the dry side during the winter, it is far wiser,
particularly if the temperature goes below 50 degrees at night. | try to keep mine around 45 degrees. The
electric heaters barely maintain this temperature if the weather is very cold, so | use two small oil heaters as well.
Qil is not detrimental to the plants providing that the stoves are kept clean and the wicks attended to to ensure
they do not smoke. | think if | was starting again from scratch with greenhouse heating, | should have soil heating
cables which distribute the heat evenly and where it is really required.

| have a large pot of Cerochlamys pachyphyllum which has been a mass of mauve flowers for the last two months.
More than one flower comes from each head and as one flower fades another is ready to open. They are borne
on stalks about four inches high. This is a Mesem. | can strongly recommend as it makes a nice splash of colour at
the end of the year. It is an autumn and winter grower and rests most of the summer. It likes to get really
established before flowering really freely although you may get the odd one or two on quite small plants. | have
another much smaller plant which appears to be identical, but has a much deeper, almost violet flower.

Many people will soon be thinking of seed sowing. | personally do not sow anything until March, partly |
think because | have to be in the right mood for it and when it is cold and wintry | cannot work up sufficient
enthusiasm. | do not grow large quantities of seed, but only those things that are unobtainable from any other
source. | am quite sure that a lot of good seed is wasted every year by people who are over anxious and must
get their seed in early. Unless you are a commercial grower, or someone with plenty of experience, | would
advise you to wait until the first signs of spring.

REVIEWS

The past quarter has seen the publication of four new books on our subject. The most important is “Cacti”
by Walter Kupper, illustrated by Pia Roshardt and edited by Mrs. V. Higgins. It is published by T. Nelson & Sons
Ltd., Parkside Works, Edinburgh 9, price 42/-. This is the English edition of the German and French editions of
Kupper’s famous book. The illustrations are the same and, so far as | can judge, the letterpress is simply a translation
of the original German text. Although it is but the English edition, this does not belittle the value of the book.
Anybody who has seen the original edition will realise how valuable is the book and how wonderful Pia Roshardt
has been with the illustrations.

Mr. A. J. Huxley has once more given us another book on cacti and succulents. It is a 60-paged book with
over 300 photographs and drawings and is published by W. H. & L. Collingridge Ltd., 2/10 Tavistock Street, Covent
Garden, W.C.2, price 7/6. The letterpress gives rather brief descriptions of the plants illustrated. The value
of the book is in the illustrations which should enable many plants to be identified and, in fact, the book is called
“Picture Book No. 2.”

Messrs. Collingridge also give us a 123-paged book, “Collectors’ Cacti,” by E. V. Bloom, price 30/-. The author
restricts his illustrations and his letterpress to what he calls the rare cacti, such as Ariocarpus, Aztekium, Negomesia,
Encephalocarpus, Leuchtenbergia, Obregonia, Strombocactus, Toumeya, Epithelantha, Lophophora, Pelecyphora, Solisia,
Astrophytum, Wilcoxia. There are 69 illustrations and 33 line drawings. It is stated that the book was written
by the author when he was |8 years of age. It is hard to believe that this is possible and in fact | seem to trace
some of the contents from a well known personage in our subject. The author thanks many well known people
for the help they have given him and this may be the cause of the previous comment. If, indeed, the author did
write the book when he was 18 years of age—he is a very remarkable young man.

A further book that was published in the past quarter is “Variegated Foliage Plants” by Paul Fischer, published
by Blandford Press, 16 West Central Street, London,W.C.I, price 12/6. There are given details and illustrations
of 137 genera of these variegated plants, but many of them are of genera of succulent plants. It is an extremely
interesting book.

All the above books can be obtained from booksellers advertising in the present number of this Journal.
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NEW WEINGARTIAS

By F. RITTER
Weingartia longigibba Ritter sp. nova

viridis pallidis, 5-9 cm. crassus, longis atque latis, caespitosis, sine radice turgida, vertice aculeato non depresso;
costis ca. 10-13, tuberculis dissolutis; tuberculis productis 2}—4 cm. longis, |- plus 1} cm. altis, sine menta areolata;
sulcis areolatis descensis; areolis sitis superioribus partibus tuberculorum plus via semilongis tuberculorum
basibus descendendis, fulvis pallidis coactis, 3—1+ cm. longis, 3-6 mm. latis, 312 cm. remotis; in parte areoli superiore
pulvine dense albolanate; aculeis cinereofulvis pallidis, coloratis aequalibitibus, acuminibus fere obscuris, rectis
vel paene curvatis; marginalibus semi-exteriore dispositis, aliquid rudibus, 7-12, 1-24 cm. longis; centralibus,
rudibus, 3-8, 14-3% cm. longis; floribus ex vertice, 2-3% cm. latis extendis; ovariis 3-4 mm. longis, ca 3 mm. latis,
viridibus, vix semitectis squamis brevis, latis, fere albis vicinis, nudis; nectariis reductissimis, ~1 mm. longis,
angustissimis, apertis ; tubis 11-17 mm. longis, nudis, partibus inferioribus plus infundibuliformibus quam
superioribus, squamis ovalis, + cm. longis, viridibus; filamentibus flavis pallidis, 3-5 mm. longis, insertionibus supra
muro toto tubulato; antheriis albogilvis; stilis 12-16 mm. longis, viridibus pallidis, fibris stigmatarum 5-7, flavis
pallidis, 25—5 mm. longis; tepalibus latis dilatis, aureis vel pallidoaureis, |1-16 mm. longis, 3-4 mm. latis, semilatis
base, cacuminibus rotundis; fructibus | cm. longis, 6 mm. latis, summis angustis, squamis acque ovariis; seminibus
paene paraformibus, | mm. longis, 3 mm. latis; testis tenuitibus tuberculatis complanatis, nigribus; hilo albo,
basale, fere depresso. Patria: Bolivia, Prov. Oropeza, Rio Chico.

Body: extended long as broad, later double or three times as long as broad, 5-9 cm. in diameter, sprouting
at the base. light green, lacking swollen rootstock; crown spiny, not depressed. Ribs: divided into tubercles,
ca. 10-13 ribs discernible, tubercles longer and larger than those of W. riograndensis Ritter sp. nov., 24—4 cm. long,
14-24 cm. wide, and |- over 1} cm. high, steep, lacking a chin below the areole as with W. riograndensis, the
areole groove continues downwards as a dividing furrow between tubercles. Areoles: from the upperside of the
tubercle down to more than halfway towards the base of the tubercle, pale brownish felted, -1 cm. long by 3—-6 mm.
broad, 3-1% cm. apart. The woolly fluff in floral zone of the areole just as strongly developed as with W.
riograndensis, but less so than with W. lanata Ritter sp. nov. Spines: all uniformly coloured, pale grey brown,
tips slightly darker, straight or slightly curved. Radials rather coarse, half outwards directed around the areole,
the floral zone of the areole free from spines, 7-12 from 1-2% cm. long, the lowest the shortest. Centrals coarse,
rigid, 3-8, from 14-3% cm. long. Flowers: near the crown, scentless, 2-34 cm. long, petals widely spread, 24-34 cm.
wide. This observation based upon four flowers from different specimens collected in the same locality. Pericarp:
3-4 mm. long, ca, 3 mm. broad, pale green, half or less covered with semicircular, greenish, scarcely white-edged,
naked scales, 4—14 mm. long. Nectary: reduced as with W. riograndensis, +~| mm. long, open, narrowed by the
style. Nectar not ascertained, probably very scarce. Tube: |l-17 mm. long, naked, upper part 7-8 mm. broad,
lower more widely funnelform than the upper part, inside pale yellowish, outside pale greenish yellow, with oval
scales from 5 mm. long and 3 mm. broad, with greenish tips, upper and lower scales similarly coloured. Filaments:
light yellow, 3-5 mm. long, the shortest uppermost, upright, insertion over the whole tube wall up to the rim of
the tube, densest in lowest part. Anthers, whitish cream, rounded, small. Pollen white. Style: pale green,
12-16 mm., with 5-7, 24-5 mm. long, pale yellow, stigma lobes, not exserted beyond the uppermost anthers.
Petals: widely spreading, golden yellow, sometimes lighter gold, tips often yellow ochre, generally spatulate,
11-16 mm. long, by 3-4 mm. broad, narrowed from base to half-length, tips rounded. Fruit: light green, semi-dry,
ca. | cm. long by 6 mm. broad, the upper end narrowed, dries without bursting at all. Scaled as for ovary, naked.
Seed: | mm. long, $ mm. broad, § mm. thick, generally pouchshaped, but only the dorsal surface arched, base not
or only slightly contracted. Testa very finely flattened tuberculate, black, Hilum white, slightly depressed, across
whole seed base. Habitat: Bolivia, Department of Chuquisaca, Province of Oropeza, on the sandstone rocks
occurring on the Rio Chico. Systematics: closely related with W. riograndensis and W. lanata. The differences
from both the latter are amplified in the descriptions. Holotype: in the botanical herbarium of the University
of Utrecht. This species was found by me in July, 1958 and has my number FR8I5.

Weingartia erinacea Ritter sp. nova

Viridis, semicomplanatus vel hemisphaericus, 6-15 cm. crassus; sine radice turgida; costis tuberculis dissolutis;
tuberculis productis obtusis; I-13 cm. altis, cum gibba similis menta obtusa, sub areolis; areolis in partibus
superioribus tuberculorum, albis coactis, sitis in canalibus areolatis, 10-15 mm. longis, 4-8 mm. latis, [-13 cm.
remotis, pulvine dense, albolanate in parte superiore areoli; aculeis, flavoalbis, acuminibus obscuris, rectis, rigidis,
marginalibus in latere dispositis, paene rudibus, 10-18, -1 cm. longis, centralibus fortibus, 2-12, 3-13 c¢m. longis;
floribus ex vertice, 2-3 cm. longis, 2 cm. latis extendis; ovariis 2-4 mm. longis latisque, viridibus, squamis paucis,
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brevibus, latis, viridibus pallidis, nudis; nectariis 1-13 mm. longis, -2 mm. latis, apertis; tubis 7-14 mm. longis,
partibus inferioribus infundibuliformibus, partibus superioribus paene tubulatis, viridibus, pallidis, squamis latis,
nudis, 2-3 mm. longis; filamentibus 3-6 mm. longis, superioribus 2-3 mm. longis, flavis pallidis, insertibus ex base
tubis; antheriis gilvis; stilis viridibus, 11-13 mm. longis, fibris stigmatarum 6-9, paene albis, 3-5 mm. longis ;
tepalibus exterioribus erectis, interioribus latis dilatis, spatulatis, cacuminibus rotundis, 7-9 mm. longis, 2-4 mm.
latis, aureis; fructibus, parvis, viridibus, squamis paucis, albis, brevibus latisque; seminibus paraformibus, | mm.
longis, ¥ mm. latis; hilo albo, basale, testis cinereonigris, paene levis.

Patria: Quiroya, Bolivia.
var. catarirensis Ritter var. nova
differt a typo, corpibus moniribus; aculeis tenuioribus; tuberculis minoribus; areolis lanatis densioribus;
caespitososioribus.

Patria: Catarire ad meridiem Quiroya, Bolivia.

Body: green, semiflattened to hemispherical, 6-11 cm. in diameter, rarely 15 cm., lacking swollen rootstock,
generally not sprouting, crown depressed. Ribs: resolved into tubercles; tubercles very obtuse, longish, 1-13 cm.
high with blunt chinlike protuberance below the areole. Areoles: situated on the upperside of the tubercle and
buried in the tubercle groove; 10-15 mm. long by 4-8 mm. broad; I-1§ cm. apart. The uppermost part of the
flowering areoles bears thick, white, woolly pad, (but which is scarce in W. hediniana Backbg.); areoles, white
felted.

Weingartia erinacea Ritter

Spines: yellowish white, darker tipped, straight, rigid, sharp, the flowering part of the areole without spines;
radial spines sideways directed, rather coarse, about 10-18, from I-14 cm. long; centrals short and strong, radiating
in all directions, sometimes only 2-3, mostly 5-12, from £ to 13 cm. long. Flowers: in a semicircle about the crown,
straight to somewhat upward curved, weakly scented, 2-3 cm. long, opening 13-2% cm. broad. These observations
based upon seven flowers taken from different specimens collected in similar localities. Pericarp: 2-4 mm. long and
broad, green with a few blunt, pale green, naked scales. Nectary: |-I% mm. long, -2 mm. broad, open. Receptacle:
about 7-14 mm. long; lower part funnel form, upper part almost tubular, pale green with 2-3 mm. long and broad
whitish green, naked scales. Filaments: 3-6 mm. long, the upper 2-3 mm. long only, pale yellow, insertion from
the tube base. Anthers cream coloured. Style: pale green to greenish yellow, 11-13 mm. long, stigma lobes, 6-9,
3-5 mm. long, almost white, clenched or spreading, exserted more or less to the level of the uppermost anthers.
Petals: outer petals upright, inner curved outwards, spatulate, outer only slightly narrower, inner rounded,
7-9 mm. long, 2-4 mm. broad, golden yellow, tips darker yellow, outer petals slightly greenish. Fruit: small, green,
somewhat elongated, with a few, whitish, short and very broad, naked scales. Seeds: pouchshaped, | mm. long
by $ mm. broad and thick; testa dull grey-black, with very delicate almost flattened tubercles; hilum white, basal,
across the whole seed width. Habitat: Quiroya, Dept. Cochabamba, Prov. Campero, Bolivia. Systematics: belongs
particularly with W. sucrensis Ritter sp. nov. and possibly also with W. multispina Ritter sp. nov., although widely
differing from the latter in spination. The differences are outlined in the descriptions. Holotype: in the botanical
herbarium of the University of Utrecht.
var. catarirensis Ritter var. nov.
differs from the species by its smaller body, more delicate spines, smaller tubercles, stronger woolled areoles and
greater tendency to offset. Habitat: Catarire, south of Quiroya, Cochabamba, Bolivia. This species and its
variety were discovered by me in July, 1958 and have my numbers FR812 and FR812a respectively.

Weingartia riograndensis Ritter sp. nova

Viridis, 5-10 mm. crassus, hemisphaericus, sine radice turgida, inclinatione pullulando, vertice paene depresso;
costis tuberculis dissolutis; tuberculis productis, 1-2 cm. longis, 3-1 cm. altis, sine menta sub areolis; sulcis areolatis
prope base descensis; areolis sitis in superioribus partibus tuberculorum plus via semilongis tuberculorum basibus
descendendis, albis coactis, 5-8 mm. longis, 2-4 mm. latis, 3-12 c¢m. remotis, in parte superiore areoli pulvine
dense albolanate ; aculeis, cinereoflavis vel cinereofulvis, coloratis aequalibiteribus, acumininbus obscuris nonnihil,
erectis curvatis nonnihil, marginalibus in latere vel exteriore nonnihil dispositis, paene tenuibus, 5-10, -2 cm.
longis; centralibus, fortioribus, rigidis, acutis, 3-6, 1-2% cm. longis; floribus ex vertice, 2-3 cm. longis, 23-23 cm.
latis extendis; ovariis 3-4 mm. longis, 3-33 mm. latis, viridibus, squamis brevis latis, albopraetextis, nudis paene
tectis; nectariis catilloformibus, | mm. longis, angustis, semiapertis, nectare raro; tubis, 10-13 mm. longis, nudis,
partibus inferioribus plus infundibuliformibus quam partibus superioribus, squamis ovalis, 3-7 mm. longis, summis
fulvorubris; filamentibus albis, 4-6 mm. longis, insertionibus paene absentis 2-3 mm. summis infra annulis
filamentorum muro tubulato; antheriis gilvis; stilis viridibus pallidis, 15-16 mm. longis, fibris stigmatarum 5-6,
flavis pallidis, 4-5 mm. longis; tepalibus dilatis, aureis, 11-13 mm. longis, 3-4 mm. latis, basibus artis, cacuminibus
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rotundis vel acuminatibus; fructibus $-1 cm. longis, 4+ cm. latis, viridibus, squamis vicinis, alboviridibus, brevis
latisque; seminibus paene paraformibus, | mm. longis, 3 mm. latis, basibus fere contractis; testis tenuitibus
tuberculatis, rubronigris; hilo albo basale, basibus paene rugatis. Patria: Puente Arce, Rio Grande, Bolivia.

Body: grass-green, 5-10 cm. in diameter, later a little cylindrical, lacking swollen rootstock, somewhat
inclined to sprout at the base; crown, spiny and only slightly depressed. Ribs: resolved into tubercles; tubercles
elongated, about 1-2 cm. long and $-1% em. broad, near the top of the plant $-1 cm. high but flattened towards the
base of the plant, lacking the chinlike protuberance below the areole. The tubercles are not arranged on the
ribs distinctly, they are separated by a peculiar irregular system of furrows, the areole groove continued down
as a separating furrow for the next tubercle. Areoles: situated on the upper end of the tubercles, from above
to more than halfway down towards the base of the tubercle, white felted, 5-8 mm. long by 2-4 mm. broad and
from $-13 cm. apart. The flowering part of the areole appears thickly filled with fluffy wool, nevertheless
considerably less extensively than with W. lanata Ritter sp. nov. Spines: young spines pale yellowish grey to
grey brown, evenly coloured, tips somewhat darker; spines somewhat upward curved; radials more or less
slender, laterally to somewhat outwards disposed around the areole, about 5-10, from 3-2 cm. long, the lowest
the shortest; the floral zone is free from spines; centrals coarser, rigid, 3-6, from 1-1% cm. long, widely spreading
as with other species and often interlacing with the radials. Flowers: from the crown, scentless, 2-3 cm. long,
opening 23-2% cm. broad. These observations were made upon two flowers from several specimens collected
from similar localities. Pericarp: 3-4 mm. long, 3-3% mm. broad, pale green, almost covered with semicircular,
white, adjacent, naked scales, 1-2 mm. long. Nectary: plate-like, pale, only | mm. long and 2 mm. wide, half-closed
by the style and lower filament ring; nectar scarcely exists. Receptacle: about 10-13 mm. long; upper part 7-8 mm.
wide, funnel-form, although the lower part even more funnel-form, upper part not so tubular as with other
weingartias; inside pale yellowish, outside pale greenish yellow with semicircular or more elongated oval, 3-7 mm.
long by 3-4 mm. broad, naked scales, obtuse and pointed, the lower scales pale as the tube, the upper scales dark
brown red, white-edged. Style: pale green, I5-16 mm. long, with 5-6, pale yellow, somewhat spreading, somewhat
pointed, 4-5 mm. long, downy stigma lobes, not exserted beyond the uppermost ring of anthers. Petals: outspread
and curved outwards, golden yellow, 11-13 mm. long, by 3-4 mm. broad, hardly narrowed at base, tips rounded
or short pointed, spatulate, opening in the morning. Fruit: -1 cm. long, by 4-6 mm. broad, yellowish green to
reddish green, with 2-3 mm. broad and 1-2 mm. long, greenish, white-edged scales with outward curved small
spikes. Base of fruit, 2-3 mm. wide and withdrawn. Seed: | mm. long by 3 mm. broad by  mm. thick, generally
pouchshaped but with the dorsal surface arched strongly, somewhat narrowed at the base. Testa, reddish black,
with very delicate, flattened, tubercles. Hilum, white, basal, somewhat folded over the end of the testa like a lip.

Habitat: Bolivia, Rio Grande near Puerte Arce.

Systematics: closely related to W. pulquinensis Cardenas and W. longigibba Ritter sp. nov. Differences from
W. pulquinensis are (according to studies based on material collected from the type locality): lesser number of
radial and central spines, stronger divergence of the centrals, strong growth of woolly fluff in the floral zone of
the areole and which is absent in W. pulquinensis, the whitish wool in the areole (brownish yellow for
W. pulquinensis), larger seeds, distinctly tuberculate (almost smooth with W. pulquinensis), contracted basal end
(not so in W. pulquinensis), reddish black in colour (dull black for W. pulquinensis), quite dissimilar flowers and
fruit. The differences from W. longigibba are manifest from the descriptions given here. The latter grows
locally with W. riograndensis, but both species preserve their type identity, in the same locality, without an
intermediate form, so proving their status as separate species and not varieties of a single species.

Holotype: in the botanical herbarium of the University of Utrecht, Holland.

This species was discovered by me in July, 1958 and has my number FR813.
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Weingartia longigibba F. Ritter

Weingartia erinacea F. Ritter

Weingartia riograndensis F. Ritter
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Rebutia pseudodeminuta Hymenorebutia pseudoachensis

Neorebutia weasneriana Lobivia pygmaea
Four photographs by G. A. Burton
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Lobivia obrepanda Gymnocalycium venturianum

Mammillaria kunzeana Mammillaria uncinata

Four photographs by G. A. Burton



THE CACTUS AND SUCCULENT January, 1961

Argyroderma octophyllum

e
Huernia schneideriana ? Two photographs by R. H. Shepherd
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Haworthia margaritifera Euphorbia obesa

Urbinia agavoides Crassula gilii

Four photographs by Trecastle Nurseries
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Argyroderma testiculare Lithops kuibensis

Pleiospilos compactum Lithops lericheana

Four photographs by Miss M. J. Martin
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Euphorbia globosa Crassula deceptrix

Crassula arta Crassula pyramidalis

Four photographs by Miss M. J. Martin




18 THE CACTUS AND SUCCULENT January, 1961

Coloradoa mesaverdeae Sclerocactus whipplei

Mammillaria schiedeana Mammillaria cephalophora

Four photographs by Mr. A. S. Jones
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SUCCULENT NAMES
By RICHARD A. COLLACOTT

Any enthusiastic cactophile can describe the characteristics of a particular plant, just by knowing the meaning
of its botanical name—he need not have to know the plant—or even have seen it! This at least is one interest |
find in studying a classical language at school. Latin is the most useful of these languages, | find, yet the Greek
language has some very near equivalents, e.g., the Latin word “Cactus”, and the Greek word “Kaktos”.

When talking seriously about cacti, the botanical name, which is Latin (of a sort) is used. The reason for
that is because the common names are not at all precise. All the padded Opuntias, for instance, are called Prickly
Pears, while the botanical names could select one particular species. Another reason for botanical names, is so
that the names become international, and so could be understood throughout all the different countries of the
world, while the common names would all be in different languages.

There is a reason for all succulents being named what they are—usually because of certain features which they
have, though sometimes where they are found, and even less often, who discovered them.

For those who do not know a classical language, the common names of succulents are exceptionally useful,
although they are sometimes deceptive.

The humble Astrophytum myriostigma’s name comes from the Latin neuter noun, “Astrum,” which means
“A Star,” and this cactus is commonly called the ‘“‘Star Cactus.” The species, myriostigma, comes from
“Miriostigmus,” which means “covered with scales or dots.” This answers fully its description—it is generally
globular, as all Astrophytums are, it is star-shaped, and covered with many white dots. A. ornatum means a decorated
(ornate) Star Cactus.

The Old-Man-Cactus, Cephalocereus senilis is derived from the Greek word “Kephali,” which means “a head,”
the Latin “Cereus,” which means “‘wax-candle shaped,” and the Latin “Senex,” which means an old man. The most
prominent feature of an elderly man is his white hair, and the Old-Man’s-Head-Cactus is smothered with long,
white, flowing locks.

The much despised Chamaecereus silvestrii's name is from the Greek ‘“Chamai,” meaning dwarf, the Latin
“cereus,” meaning ‘“candle-shaped,” and the Latin “Silvester,” which means “wild.” This cactus creeps along
the ground, and very prolifically at that, and to my mind, it has a very apt name.

The very watery Crassulas, for obvious reasons, come from the Latin adjective ‘“‘crassus,” which means “fleshy”
or “thick.”

The name “Echinocereus,” a most prickly genus of Cactaceae comes from the Latin for a hedgehog (“‘echinus™)
and “cereus,” the reason being quite comprehendable.

The Echinocactus also comes from the same word as Echinocereus—'‘echinus,” meaning ““a hedgehog,” though
from the Latin “cactus,” or the Greek ‘“Kaktos,” which means “a prickly plant.” They are therefore called
“hedgehog-thistles” in the West Indies and Mexico, where they grow uncultivated.

The Christmas Cactus has three botanical synonymatic names. The name “Zygocactus truncatus” is derived
from “Zygomeris,” which means “yoke-shaped,” “cactus,” which means “a prickly plant,” as aforesaid (although
the Christmas Cactus has rather insignificant prickles) and ‘““truncatus” which means “ending abruptly, as if cut
off,” as the single pads of a Christmas Cactus are. When it is called “Phyllocactus truncatus,” the name is derived
from “Phyllophorus,” which means that the buds are produced at the summit of the stem, or richly covered with
leaves. A little more exactly, the name is derived from the Greek noun “Phullon,” which in English means
“aleaf.” The name “Epiphyllum truncatum,” which this cactus is more often called than “Phyllocactus truncatus”
is formed from the Greek words “Epi”’—upon, and “Phullon”—a leaf. This is because the blooms as already stated,
are produced at the summit of the leaves.

The widespread “‘Faucaria tigrina,” or Tiger's Mouth succulent has a very fitting name. This plant’s leaves
are arranged in such a way as to resemble a hungry open mouth. The name is from the Latin word ‘“Fauces,”
a throat, and “tigrinus’’—tiger-like. The other species, F. tuberculosa has fewer teeth, is dark green with white
warts, and a good deal fleshier. The use of Latin would help to identify this species, as *“tuberculosa’ comes from
“tuberculosus,” which means, “‘consisting of tubers.”

The meaning of “Ferocactus” is fairly well known—from “Ferox,” which means strongly fortified (with spines).
“Ferox,” has contracted into English in the word “ferocious,” and this succulent has a very ferocious look.

The “Myrtillocactus geometrizans” is a columnar, angular cactus, with very short spines. It is called by its
common name, “Blue Myrtle,” and that is what Myrtillocactus means.

“Opuntia,” is an example of place-naming of succulents. Many species of this wide and varied genus of
Cactaceae are to be found in Opus, a town of Loeris in Greece.

With the Oreocereus, the common name is an almost direct translation of the botanical name. It is derived
from “Oros,” which, translated means ‘‘a mountain.”

The latter is a small list to add to my point, on the use of a language. | hope that many readers will find a use
of a dead language, in livening up a hobby in its duller moments.
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REPORTS OF MEETINGS

9th August, 1960. Mr. P. V. Collings. Cereus.

Under the subject heading of “Cereus” Mr. Collings said that he did not propose to range over the vast field
which the title covered but to speak on those plants of which he had personal experience.

He first gave the names of the plants with any comments which he considered useful and then followed with
a show of coloured slides of many of the plants with an additional and characteristic commentary.

Among the plants referred to were the following.

Borzicactus aurivilus: Notable for its very fine spines which, as indicated by its name, are yellow. His plant
is from 7 to 8 inches high and is a slow grower. The largest he has seen was |2 inches high. He suggested that
it was advisable to remove any offsets and keep to a single plant. This should only be done when the offsets are
large enough to stand the operation. If this is not done the parent stem is liable to devote its energies to the
young to the detriment of itself. Carnegia gigantea: The giant cactus of Arizona and its “national” plant. In its
natural habitat it grows to enormous heights, up to 70 or 80 feet. It is quoted as being mature when a thousand
years old. Mr. Collings’ plant is 18 inches high having grown 6 inches in the last eighteen years. Pitanthocereus
peruvianus: The well-known “‘cereus peruvianus.” Pitanthocereus jamacaru: With four-sided body and brilliant
yellow spines. Grows to 25 to 30 feet high. Pitanthocereus chalybaeus: With blue body. Mr. Collings’ plant died
at 18 inches. Cleistocactus baumannii; C. strausii: Well known plants the flowers of which consist of a tube only.
They never open but throw the pistil through the centre. They are, however, self setting. Harrisia martinii
and H. bonplandii: The first has angular ribs and very long central spines. Bore white flowers at 4 feet high.
Heliocereus speciosus: Plant with three or four angles and vivid red flowers with rich cyclamen coloured centres.
Something really spectacular. This plant was used extensively in the development of Epiphyllums. Lemaireocereus
dumortierii: Has deep ribs and a number of areoles with yellow spines; tends to twirl in growth. Lemaireocereus
eburneus: Grey in colour and a very slow grower. Four radial and one central spine, short, of rich brownish red.
Looks like chiselled rock. Lemaireocereus thurberi: A mass of brownish spines. Mr. Collings’ plant is five inches
high but he understood that they do grow quite large. Machaerocereus eruca (the Creeping Devil): The pride of
Mr. Collings’ life. It’came from Death Valley, California in 1933, when 10 inches long, now over five feet long with
an offshoot 18 inches long. It is of prostrate growth and dies off from the back when some seven feet long while
the growing point proceeds, hence its colloquial name. It is difficult to keep and should be watered with great
care. Mpyrtillocactus geometrizans: A beautiful blue colour with very short spines. Requires a rich, open soil,
plenty of sun and not too much water. Nyctocereus serpentinus: His plant was over seven feet high and a mass
of beautifully scented white flowers. It required the maximum of sun and adequate water in the growing season.
Pachycereus pringlei: Mr. Collings said that he understood that it was the largest growing of all cacti. It is very
slow growing and its shape is well known even to many who are not cactophiles. Trichocereus bridgesii:
A wonderful looking plant with blue-grey body and few spines. Trichocereus candicans: A species with many
varieties, some upright, some prostrate, some with yellow and some with dark brown spines. The size and strength
of the spines is the beauty in these plants. Trichocereus macrogonus: As good a plant as Pitanthocereus peruvianus.
The number of shallow ribs varies. They are oval, serrated. The flower is white. Mr. Collings had had to cut
down his plant. It is now over eight feet high. Trichocereus pasacana: Grows to an enormous bulk, six feet
high by two-and-a-half to three feet across. Trichocereus spachianus: The well known grafting stock. A vigorous
grower but which with age tends to get corky and to lose beauty. Trichocereus shickendantsii: This plant is not
often seen in catalogues. It was thicker than T. spachianus. It should flower easily. Mr. Collings had grown
his for the last two years in a cold frame. Wilcoxia schmollii: Has very thin stems and its variety W. schmollii var.
senilis has long white hair. Wilcoxia posalgeri has hair which is not so long but its flowers are similar. Aporocactus
flagelliformis: The familiar Rat’s Tail Cactus. It is easily troubled by the sun burning the centre of this hanging
plant if too near the glass. Aporocactus mallisonii: Claimed to be a variety of the previous plant but could well
be a natural hybrid. The flowers are larger and a slightly different colour. The plant is rather coarse in growth.
Hylocereus triangularis: This is a rather rampant grower. Mr. Collings’ plant is 25 feet long. It flowers every
year and although it is a night-bloomer its flowers do not die at sunrise but persist until about midday. The
flowers which are about 12 inches in diameter bloom from early spring to midsummer. Selenicereus grandiflorus:
(Queen of the Night). A plant with an exquisite flower up to 14 inches across which, unfortunately, by morning
is dead. Selenicereus macdonaldlae: |s supposed to have an even larger flower than S. grandiflorus but Mr. Collings
has not seen it. Chamaecereus silvestrii: A rather despised plant but well worth a place for its wonderful flowers.
It must have a rest in winter. Mr. Collings does not believe in allowing the soil to become dust dry and keeps his
plants on sharp sand which is dampened during the winter. Its variety C. silvestrii var. bodeckeri is of more vigorous
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growth and its flowers are a little larger. Cephalocereus chrysacanthus: A tall growing plant with yellow spines.
After reaching a certain height forms a cephalium after which it flowers. Cephalocereus dybrowskii: This is another
plant which Mr. Collings has not seen advertised. It is thickly covered with white wool-like spines with a mass
of deep india-red spines between the areoles. Cephalocereus hoppenstedtii: Somewhat resembles Cephalocereus
senilis with a fair amount of loose hairs and yellow spines. Cephalocereus palmeri: Is an attractive greyish plant
and is another which does not produce flowers until after it develops a cephalium. Cephalocereus senilis: (The
Old Man Cactus). Mr. Collings thought this plant was at its best when about nine inches high. At above that height
it tends to get dark and cleaning will not restore its pristine appearance. Lophocereus schottii monstrosa: This plant
is unique in its growth. In appearance it resembles an Epstein statue or a totem pole, a fact well brought out by
the slides. It is difficult to come by. Oreocereus celsianus: (The Old Man of the Andes). They are massive plants
with huge spines up to two inches long (but not in cultivation). They have long hair flowing down the ribs and
spines from the areoles. Oreocereus hendriksenianus: Like O. fossulatus, a thin grower with woolly areoles, long,
strong spines and hair from the areoles. Oreocereus trollii: Covered with long wavy hair and with red spines.
Pseudoespostoa melanostele: A plant with no spines. P. melanostele var. internus has yellow spines. Espostoa
lanata: Is well wrapped in yellowish wool with yellow spines. In general all like plenty of root room in good rich
loam.

23rd November, 1960. Mrs. S. G. Sharman. South African Visit.

The enthusiasts who grow succulent plants do for some obscure reason divide themselves into Cacti types
or Other Succulent types. It seems that perhaps the other succulent lovers are in the main—the ladies perhaps
because they quite naturally and sensibly object more strongly than the mere male to the vicious spines so
predominant on the cacti. | do not think that other succulents may be described as “more pretty,” although
a collection of well-grown echeverias and similar species is bound to attract attention, even admiration, from any
visitor, plant lover or not. Never have | been a hardened cactophile—but | do possess more plants of that group
than | do other succulents. Yet, | notice as the years go by, that the number of succulents that | possess does tend
to increase, particularly as regards stemless mesems. Euphorbias | exclude from my list today because they have
always been one of my favourites and | am already destined to talk to you all in about a year’s time on that genus
in particular. That glorious country South Africa has, of course, provided us with most of the plants with which
we are concerned tonight, and | am fortunate in having spent some time there although my stay was all too short.
Before | left the ship that took me there, South Africa was described to me as: A land with rivers without water;
A land with birds without song; A land with flowers without scent. There was a fourth phrase, but | prefer to
ignore it tonight as | did then. To say, indeed, that 