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Introduction

In the first edition of this work, the authors wrote an introduction stating the reasons and manner for com-
piling this bibliography. Everything they said at the time (30 December 2009) regarding the structure of the
bibliography holds true to this date. Thus, here we quote the following from their earlier publications, the first
dated 29 January 2010 and the bibliography Supplement I that followed on 1 June 2012. Although not much
time has passed since the supplement appeared, we have managed to add several hundred new references as
well as incorporate more than 1,000 corrections/updates to earlier records. Nonetheless, what we said before
still pertains to this current effort to make this reference more widely available.

“For nearly five decades, we have been compiling a bibliography of the herpetology of Southwest Asia. For our pur-
poses, this region encompasses the area between the Red Sea (including the Sinai Peninsula) and the Mediterranean Sea
(including Cyprus) on the west and the Pakistan-Indian border region (including Jammu and Kashmir) on the east, and
between the borders of the former Soviet Union on the north and the Gulf of Aden (including Socotra and Abd 'al Kuri) on
the south. Thus it includes Turkey, Iran, and Afghanistan as the northern tier (the Iranian Plateau), Pakistan in the east, the
entire Arabian Peninsula in the south, the countries of Mesopotamia and the North Arabian Desert, Israel, and the Levant.
We have attempted to be comprehensive in our coverage of publications within this region. We have also included a mis-
cellany of publications for the herpetofaunas of adjacent countries insofar as they bear on taxa also represented within our
region. For these areas, our coverage is far less complete.

“Although we have tried to see as many of the listed publications as possible, there is still a large portion we have
cited from sources that we have not verified. To facilitate location of references by interlibrary loan and via the Internet,
we have given the full names of authors where these are known to us. We have also provided the full names of journals
wherever possible, although there are still many that we have either not seen or have not been able to locate. In the last sec-
tion, Journals as Cited in References, we provide a complete alphabetical list of all journals and the abbreviations we have
chosen to use. The latter were chosen, perhaps somewhat arbitrarily, but as much as possible to avoid ambiguity (thus, for
instance, we do not use J. for Journal but Jour., Jahrb. for Jahrbuch, Jahresh. for Jahresheft, and Zh. and Zhur. for the Russ-
ian Zhurnal, which some publications allow in the anglicized version as Journal and abbreviate ‘J.”). Furthermore, among
the references, users will occasionally notice the presence of a series of ‘X’s, i.e., XxxxX, in place of expected bits of infor-
mation such as pages, volume number, publisher, city where printed, etc. Clearly, at this time we were unable to provide
the necessary specifics and the ‘x’s are meant to alert the user to unknowns in the citation.

“We have collected references on all aspects of the biology of amphibians and reptiles and have tried to be complete,
although systematics, distribution, and biogeography are our own particular interests. Owing to our areas of research, we
have also included works on geology, paleontology, paleoclimatology, and geography that bear on biogeography of our
region. We include some references on the biogeography of organisms other than amphibians and reptiles, as well as pub-
lications that refer to other aspects of ecology. Such references are far from exhaustive, however. We list a number of titles
that deal with analyses of higher taxa that extend far beyond our geographic area as well as publications that describe tech-
niques, particularly those useful in systematics or field herpetology. In short, we include works that have come to our atten-
tion that we believe would assist researchers conducting herpetological investigations in Southwest Asia. We have been
less than diligent in keeping up with the popular literature on herpetoculture, although we have included those that,
serendipitously, came to our attention. In some cases, we have only the title, or the reference is in other ways incomplete.
We have included such publications to call attention to them with the expectation that we, or others, will eventually com-
plete the citation. A few websites are included, for the most part those maintained by academic institutions and museums.
We have made no attempt to be comprehensive with regard to websites owing to impermanence.

“We have made every effort to be consistent in our use of diacritical marks, but we know there are gaps. This is par-
ticularly true for the many references in Turkish and to some extent Eastern European languanges such as Hungarian,
Czech and Slovak. The bibliography was prepared using Papyrus©, which includes nearly all of the Western European
glyphs, e.g., 4 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ 11 6 U, but assuredly not diacritical marks for all languages. To the extent possible, we have gone back
and entered such elements as & G § L 1 ¥ S S s and others, but time constraints have made it impossible to recheck all for-
eign references when editing the final manuscript. We trust that our colleagues will forgive our shortcomings in this regard.

“Keywords have been a particular concern. Without them, a bibliography of this size is of limited utility. First and
foremost, we have tried to include keywords that indicate the countries and important geographic areas covered in each
publication, and we have listed as keywords the taxa included in the work that occur in our area. In large, comprehensive
works, e.g., Boulenger’s catalogues, we have not recorded species that do not occur in Southwest Asia. We have tried to
include keywords that describe the general subject matters of the reference. Obviously, we could only be inclusive for those
works actually before us. Otherwise, we have had to list keywords based solely on the titles. The reader can look up key-
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words in the keyword index (pp. 4291f [herein pp. 715]) and find the titles, listed by number, which include that keyword.
Alternatively, users of the PDF version can utilize the search features of Adobe Acrobat© to search for works containing
the keyword.

“A cautionary note: Synonymies cannot be constructed through use of the keyword index and bibliography alone. We
have not been able to include all of the permutations of Latin names used in the citations. The bibliography will lead the
user to the necessary titles, but the references themselves must be checked for accurate orthography of the taxonomic
names. For many taxa, we have included the current names in brackets [ | in the keyword index in those instances where
the keyword taxon name is no longer current. We realize that in many instances the taxonomy is unsettled, and it should
not come as a surprise that some users will not agree with our judgments. We can only take refuge in noting that we have
tried to use the most recent interpretations found in the literature, certainly for groups where we lack the most up-to-date
expertise ourselves. Taxonomy is a ‘moving target!” and phylogenetic reshuffling and the reorganization of species groups
and clades at all levels are taking place more rapidly than ever before. Most notable are the reorganization of groups such
as the ranid frogs, some of which are now referred to other family groups, the colubrid snakes, especially the former near-
ly ubiquitous genera Elaphe and Coluber, and so forth.

“We thank the many people who have sent us reprints and references over the past decades. We could not have assem-
bled this bibliography without the help of librarians at our respective institutions. They have searched out many obscure
and ancient publications in many languages and made them available to us. We are, furthermore, especially grateful to Dr.
Kraig Adler, Cornell University, for his hospitality to Alan Leviton and for opening his large and important personal library
for checking references. Leviton also made extensive use of the library of the Smithsonian Institution, and we thank Dr.
George Zug, Division of Amphibians and Reptiles, Smithsonian Institution, for his facilitation, friendship, and encourage-
ment. We also want to express our appreciation of the work done by Dr. Michele L. Aldrich, the most extraordinary proof-
reader we have ever known, who went far beyond the call to duty; she scanned the whole work and pointed out numerous
inconsistencies, which we have tried to correct before going to press. And last, but not least, both Dr. Aaron Bauer, Vil-
lanova University, and Ms. Hallie Brignall, the latter the Academy’s managing editor of Scientific Publications, perused
segments of the work, the former providing missing data, the latter searching for errors and more inconsistencies. We are
grateful to all for their valiant attempts to keep us out of harm’s way. Having said this, we also absolve all of our friends
of any guilt for the errors we know persist in the work. They are our responsibilty, and we alone bear the blame.

“Finally, the authors of this bibliography are listed in the order determined by a ‘toss of a coin.” Their contributions
were equal though they placed emphasis on different areas. Initially, Leviton handled most of the publications for the 18
and 19" centuries and the geological literature whereas Anderson focused on the 20™ century as well as regional geogra-
phy, ecology and ancillary non-herpetological, neontological literature. Nonetheless, across the years there was consider-
able overlap in their activities as well as in addition of materials for the first decade of the 21 century. Both recognize and
accept equal responsibility for the strengths and weaknesses of this compilation. . .”

“Alan E. Leviton and Steven C. Anderson
30 December 2009”

Preface to Supplement

“This Supplement to The Herpetological Literature for Southwestern Asia: An Indexed Bibliography, which appeared
on 29 January 2010, consists of updated records that were included in the original publication and more than 450 new ref-
erences, some of which had been missed earlier, others published since January 2010. We have also reprinted in this Sup-
plement, a copy of the Preface to the January 2010 edition inasmuch as most of its contents are germane to the Supplement
as well.

“The Supplement is arranged in the same format as the original publication: (1) Bibliography; (2) Keyword Index; and
(3) Journals. However, we have now added (4) an index to all authors, both senior and their co-authors, where applicable,
covering all references included in both the original publication. Reference numbers below [9083] refer to references as
they appeared in the January 2010 publication. References numbered [9083] and above are new references that did not
appear in the original publication.

“In addition to the author index, we have also added many new references to the geology of the Eastern Mediterranean
and Southwest Asia, especially for the Neogene, Holocene, and most recent Anthropocene (latest Holocene, where there is
evidence that the extent of human activities have had a significant global impact on the Earth's ecosystems (see P.J. Crutzen
and E.F. Stoermer, 2000, IGBP [International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme] Newsletter 41]) inasmuch as we believe
that it is incumbent for all of us to search for congruencies in biogeography between phylogeographic patterns and geo-
logic history of the regions and, if not apparent, to offer thoughts on why the discrepencies exist.

“And, once again, we call the attention of our colleagues to the matter of diacritical marks and accents usually asso-
ciated with languages other than English and the variables that render standardization of spellings difficult, if not impossi-
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ble, to insure. Indeed, we are reminded of the explanation offered in the Preface to the volume, A Manual of the Geology
of India by Henry B. Medlicott and William T. Blanford, published in 1879. For those interested, we have provided below
(see over, p. viii) a quote of the paragraph they wrote in explanation of the difficulties specifically in dealing with Orien-
tal place names and their English transliterations, but this applies equally to transliterations among Russian, Turkish, Ital-
ian, Slavic, Czechoslovakian, and other languages.

“Lastly, we are indebted to our colleagues, notably Kraig Adler, Michele Aldrich, and George Zug, for tolerating us
in our search for items and for taking time to review what we have done. Of course, we have no intention of evading ulti-
mate responsibility for errors of omission or comission, of which we are confident there are many. So, to the users of this
work, please do let us know where we have erred. We will make every effort to correct the errors as well as add missing
items.”

“Alan E. Leviton and Steven C. Anderson
1 June 2012”

With publication of this second edition of the Southwestern Asian Herpetological Bibliography, the
authors will bring to a close their efforts to maintain and update the work. However, to facilitate the activities
of others, the authors, with the consent of the California Academy of Sciences, now place this work in the pub-
lic domain as an open document accessible under terms of the Creative Commons Legal Code.

Before closing, once again we thank so many of our colleagues, most especially those mentioned above,
for their support of this project. And at the risk of redundancy, we acknowledge each by name, Kraig Adler,
Michele Aldrich, Aaron Bauer, Hallie Brignall, George Zug, and librarians at the California Academy of Sci-
ences, Library of Congress, University of the Pacific, and the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of
Natural History.

It is now time for us, the authors, to move on to other ventures and to complete projects that have long
demanded our respective undivided attentions. But we hasten to add, if there are questions to which you, our
colleagues, believe we might be able to respond, do not hesitate to contact one or both of us.

Alan E. Leviton and Steven C. Anderson
1 September 2013

Steven C. Anderson Alan E. Leviton
Email: asaccus@aol.com Email: aleviton@calacademy.org
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Plate 20 from A.M. Zarudnyi’s report of collections collected in Persia in 1898 (1900): (top) Gymnodactylus agamuroides;
(center) Gymnodactylus zarudnyi; (lower left) Eumeces zarudnyi; (lower right) Scapteira persica.
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