
#1 vet-trusted 
equine sedative1



DORMOSEDAN® Dosing Reference Guide

DOSE: 20 or 40 mcg/kg = 10 mg or 20 mg/500kg (1100 lb) = 1 or 2 mL/500kg (1100 lb)

ADMINISTRATION: IV or IM

Horse Body 
Weight (kg)

Horse Body 
Weight (lbs)

IV/IM
mg

IV/IM
mL Clinical Effects IV/IM Sedation 

Duration
IV Analgesia

Duration*
100 220 2 or 4 0.2 or 0.4

Beginning 
Effects:

IV 2–4 minutes
IM 3–5 minutes

Optimal Effects 
for IV and IM:
10–15 minutes

1 mL per 500kg:
30–90 minutes

2 mL per 500kg:
1.5–2 hours

1 mL per 500kg:
30–45 minutes

2 mL per 500kg:
45–75 minutes

200 440 4 or 8 0.4 or 0.8

300 660 6 or 12 0.6 or 1.2

400 880 8 or 16 0.8 or 1.6

500 1100 10 or 20 1.0 or 2.0

600 1320 12 or 24 1.2 or 2.4

700 1540 14 or 28 1.4 or 2.8

*Analgesia has not been evaluated in IM administration



1 Data on file: 2020 Equine Pain & Sedation Market Research Study.
2 Virtanen R, Savola V, et al. Characterization of the selectivity, specificity and potency of medetomidine as an α2 adrenoceptor agonist. Eur J Pharmacol 1988;150:9–14.
3 Dormosedan Freedom of Information, NADA #140–862, December 1989.

Alpha 2 selectivity 
makes DORMOSEDAN® 
predictable and effective.

• The α2 selectivity of DORMOSEDAN 
(detomidine hydrochloride) allows it to 	
bind specifically to α2 adrenoceptors.

• DORMOSEDAN allows flexible dosing 
so you can accurately regulate the depth and 
length of sedation and analgesia.

• Whether administered IV or IM, 
DORMOSEDAN produces rapid onset of  
effect ( IV: 2-4 minutes; IM: 3-5 minutes).

• Xylazine can bind with α1 and non-α2 
receptor sites, producing variable  
neurological effects2 in rats.

• Sedation effects may be maintained up 
to 2 hours and analgesia effects may be 
maintained up to 75 minutes depending on 
dose level and route of administration.

DORMOSEDAN. Sedation 
and analgesia you can 
count on every time.
There’s no need to combine drugs to get 
the sedation and analgesic effect you want. 
DORMOSEDAN is completely reliable. It can be 
used by itself. 

DORMOSEDAN offers 
a wide margin of safety.

• DORMOSEDAN was tolerated at 10X the  
label dose when administered IV.3

• One key advantage of DORMOSEDAN is that 
additional doses will prolong, but will not 	
deepen, sedation due to the plateau effect.

• Zoetis does not recommend use at higher than 
approved label dose.
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Here’s how it works.
Because DORMOSEDAN (detomidine 
hydrochloride) is an alpha2 (α2) adrenoceptor 
agonist, it interrupts the nervous system to 
produce sedation and analgesia.

DORMOSEDAN® inhibits the release of 
norepinephrine.

Without norepinephrine, the neurons responsible 
for mediating pain and arousal are suppressed.

Normal nerve transmission
1. Normal nerve transmission. Norepinephrine is 
released and binds with alpha1 (α1) and alpha2 
(α2) adrenoceptors to send a nerve impulse or 
cause a muscle to contract.

Administration of DORMOSEDAN
2. Administration of DORMOSEDAN results in 
sedation and analgesia. DORMOSEDAN selectively 
binds to the α2 adrenoceptors, causing the nerve 
to stop releasing norepinephrine and blocking the 
nerve impulse.

DORMOSEDAN can facilitate a wide variety of procedures:
• �Minor surgical 

procedures
	� Caslicks suturing
	� Castration
	� Urinary tract 

catheterization
	� Suturing of skin 

lacerations
	� Peritoneal tap
	� Lancing abscesses
	� Removing or 

biopsying tumors

• General examination

• �Wound treatment

	� Debridement
	� Application of 

medication
	� Application of 

bandages, casts,  
splints

• �Therapeutic 
medication following 
injury or surgery

• Calming fractious 
horses

• �Diagnostic 
procedures
	� Endoscopy

	� Nasogastric tubing
	� Diagnosis and 

initiation of colic 
treatment

	� Radiography
	� Transtracheal 

washes
	� Abdominal pain
	� Flushing nasal 

lacrimal ducts
	� Flushing gutteral 

pouches
	� Scintigraphy

• �Transportation

• �Dental care
	� Wolf tooth 

extraction
	� Powerfloating
	� Dental surgery

• �Therapeutic Shoeing

• �Clipping



As the #1 vet-trusted equine sedative1, 
DORMOSEDAN gives you predictability 
you can rely on.

DORMOSEDAN® (detomidine hydrochloride) provides sedation together with 

analgesia. When you work with animals as large and unpredictable as horses, a safe 

and reliable sedative is an absolute must. When that product also delivers a proven 

level of pain control, it provides a more humane option for your equine patients. 

DORMOSEDAN does both. The result is effective standing sedation and analgesia in 

a single, non-narcotic medicine. For the equine veterinarian, that means no mixing of 

products and guesswork dosing. You’re free to focus on your patient.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: Do not use DORMOSEDAN STERILE SOLUTION in horses with pre-
existing atrioventricular (AV) or sinoatrial (SA) block, with severe coronary insuffiency, cerebrovascular disease, 
respiratory disease or chronic renal failure. Intravenous potentiated sulfonamides should not be used in 
anesthetized or sedated horses. Careful consideration should be given to horses approaching or in endotoxic or 
traumatic shock, to horses with advanced liver or kidney disease, or to horses under stress from extreme heat, 
cold, fatigue or high altitude. Do not use in horses intended for human consumption. Handle dosing syringes 
with caution to avoid direct exposure to skin, eyes or mouth. See full Prescribing Information, attached.

Make the trusted choice1 
for consistent results 
backed by industry-
leading support from 
Zoetis. 

For more information 
contact Zoetis 
representative or visit 
Dormosedan.com today.
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