ALTERNATIVES TO PAYMENT OF FINES AND COSTS

A defendant who is convicted of a criminal offense punishable by fine only is entitled to alternative methods

of satisfying the judgment against them if they are unable to pay the fine or costs, in whole or in part.
Those alternative methods include:

e A payment plan, allowing the defendant to make payments toward the fine and costs in designated
intervals. Note that if any amount is paid more than 30 days after the judgment assessing the fine or
costs then the defendant must be charged a $15 time payment reimbursement fee.

e Disposition of the amount assessed by performing community service. There are many options that
meet the requirements of the law for community service, see the Code of Criminal Procedure Art.
45.049 for full details. A defendant is entitled to a minimum of $100 credit for every 8 hours of
community service performed.

e If performing community service imposes an undue hardship, a defendant who is indigent or who lacks
sufficient resources to pay may be entitled to a waiver of the fine and costs, in whole or in part.

e A defendant may be entitled to jail credit in certain circumstances if the defendant was confined in jail
or prison after the commission of the offense pending in justice court.

ALTERNATIVAS PARA LOS PAGO DE MULTAS Y GASTOS

Un demandado que es culpable de una ofensa criminal castigable por multa sélo tiene derecho a métodos
alternativos para satisfacer la sentencia contra ellos, si no son capaces de pagar la multa o, en todo o en
parte.

Estos métodos alternativos incluyen:

1) Un plan de pagos que permite al demandado hacer pagos hacia la multa y los gastos en intervalos
designados. Tenga en cuenta que, si se paga alguna cantidad mas de 30 dias después de la sentencia
que evaltia la multa o los gastos, se debe evaluar una tarifa de pago de $ 25.

2) Disposicion del monto evaluado realizando servicio comunitario. Hay muchas opciones que
cumplen con los requisitos de la ley para el servicio a la comunidad, ver el art. 45.049 del Codigo de
Procedimiento Penal para mas detalles. Un demandado tiene derecho a un minimo de crédito de
$100 por cada 8 horas de servicio comunitario realizado.

3) Sirealiza servicio comunitario impone privaciones, un demandado que es indigente o que carece de
recursos suficientes para pagar puede tener derechos a una exencién de la multa y gastos, en todo
0 en parte.



