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S 

Goal of  Presentation: 

Appreciate political and economic realities 

alongside world and domestic events which played 

out during the 8 month  (April - November 1914) 

U. S. occupation of  Vera Cruz. 



Presentation Outline: 

S Background 

S Mexican Revenue Generation (Laws & Practices) 

S US Justification/Declaration of  Martial Law/Stamp Production 

S Key Questions 

S Wrap-up 

S References 



Background 

S American commercial interests: Minerals, Energy, Agriculture, Finance 

S Possible disruption from nescient Mexican Revolution  

S 75,000 US citizens living/working in Mexico at beginning of  1914 



Interests included Oil, Minerals, Finance, 

& Transportation 

 

 



‘Tampico Incident’ Occurred in 

Tampico, Vera Cruz occupied 



S Initial justification was to prevent arms & munitions from German 

vessel to be offloaded (MV ‘Ypiranga’) to benefit Huerta Government 

S Port Agents (Bussing y Cia) continued operations throughout period. 



Vera Cruz was Mexico’s most 

important Gulf  port  

 

 



City of  Vera Cruz 

 

 











S Governance hampered by lack of  Mexican assistance at all levels 

S Occupation authorities originally assumed most civil servants would 

remain in their positions and routine continue day to day activities. In 

reality, most refused to cooperate with the occupying force! 

S US forces had to improvise ‘on the fly’. 



Mexican Revenue Generation 

(Laws & Practices) 
S Documents and receipts not legally valid (or enforceable) unless they bore 

appropriate revenue stamps. Records/receipts had to be maintained for 

several years as per business law. 

S New series of  Revenue Stamps (with a few notable exceptions) were 

issued every year (July 1st - June 30th). 

S Documents/receipts had to bear the correct series and type of  stamp. 

S Most stamps had two parts: body and ‘talon’ or coupon. They were either 

applied whole on a document, or part placed in a receipt book with the 

remainder on the document. 

























U. S. GOV. +/- District Name 





S 1913-1914 Series: Existing Mexican Revenue Stamps bearing ‘GOV. U. S. A.’ 

handstamped overprint.  

S 1914-1915 Series: New design prepared under authority of  U. S. 

authorities in compliance with Mexican law. 



U. S. Stamp Production 









Revenue Needs 

S Public Health: Cleaning and reconstruction of  market area 

S Water supply 

S Disease control (i. e.: yellow fever, malaria, dysentery) 

S Public Security 

S General Government functions 



Revenue Sources 

S Customs Duties (held in escrow for Federal Government) 

S Federal Tax receipts (as % surcharge of  general collections) 

S General Revenue collections including sub-classes: Bebidas Importadas 

(Imported Spirits), Tobacco Products and Financial Instruments 

 









U. S. Issue Production 

S New Designs for 1914/5 Fiscal Year 

S Litho, sheets of  50 on poor quality pregummed paper. 

S No overprints 

S Imperf, part perf, roulette, and perf  12 

S Characteristics of  rushed production under suboptimal conditions; produced 
locally under contract by National Paper & Type Company 

S Actual quantities needed unknown at time of  production 







Original Research 

S Use of  2 transfer types on many values along with sheet layout 

S 2 different stones for 2c value along with 4 transfer types 

 









How did this material survive? 

S Original contracts and documents probably in U. S. 

National Archives 

S Copies retained by printer (contracts/published documents) 

S Production material from Printer’s files 

S Stamps in possession of  commercial houses at conclusion of  

intervention 



Renta Interior: Printed/sold; % 

1c 100,000/50,000 50.00% 

2c 1,000,000.346,600 19.26% 

3c 40,000/200 0.50% 

5c 200,000/64,700 32.35% 

10c 200,000/70,247 35.12% 

25c 80,000/35,200 44.00% 

50c 70,000/13,000 18.57% 

$1 150,000/38,150 25.43% 

$5 10,000/5140 51.40% 

$10 7,000/4,230 60.43% 

$50 1,200/336 28.00% 

$100 1,000/130 13.00% 



Federal: Printed/Sold, % 

1c 85,000/35,500 41.76% 

5c 95,000/45,000 47.37% 

25c 80,000/30,050 37.56% 

$1 63,000/25,000 38.46% 

$5 13,000/4,500 34.61% 

$10 6,000/3,100 31.67% 

$50 300/? N/A 

$100 400/60 15.00% 



S Stamps sold (Mexican ‘on hand’) through June 30, 1914 = 71% (by value) of   
July 1st – November 21st (U. S. Issue). Prior works [Mills] used straight 71% 
calculation to arrive at breakdown by value. Actual breakdown unknown. 

S Quantities of  25c stamp may have been reported in prior literature as 10x my 
quantity [? transcription error]. Available evidence supports above quantity. 

S All unsold stamps in Revenue office destroyed by burning prior to U. S. 

handover Nov. 21st, 1914. Supported by several eyewitness accounts; no 

‘samples’ saved. 

S Vast majority (>95%) of  high value stamps bore ‘BEBIDAS IMPORTADAS’ 

overprint. One $50 (Mexican) Federal stamp known used [MEPSI cert]. 





Outside Events 
S By August 1914 external events changed the character of  the intervention. 

S Domestic [U. S.] support was waning after 5 months of  ‘stalemate’; 
Huerta was deposed with Constitutionalist forces entering Mexico City, 
realities of  governing occupied city less glamorous then promised. 

S Wilson’s 1st wife Ellen died of  Bright’s Disease [Kidney failure resulting 
from chronic lead poisoning] 8 August 1914. 

S In the larger world: ‘ABC’ Conference [Argentina, Brazil, Chile) at 

Niagara Falls attemped to provide resolution. 

S Panama Canal opened mid August, 1914 

S Events in Central Europe [Sarajevo] soon overtook news cycle 



S By late August, 1914 the United States was looking for a face saving way 

out of  it’s Vera Cruz adventure. There was increasing cooperation on 

both local and Federal levels in coordinating government functions 

(Taxes, postal services, public health) between U. S. and Mexican 

authorities. 

S Final U. S. departure on November 22nd was coordinated with 

Constitutionalist forces taking control of  the City, and their making Vera 

Cruz the de facto Capital of  Mexico until Mexico City could be secured. 



What Was Accomplished? 

S Public Health: Facilities reverted back to pre-intervention state. 

S Government: Several years of  brutal Civil War followed. 

S Lingering suspicion of  U. S. motives and goals persists to the present day. 

S U. S. Commercial interest saw many of  their assets expropriated, activities 
severely constrained, and land holdings disallowed.  

 



Are these Revenue Stamps U. S. Issues? 

S Issued under U. S. Martial Law 

S Contracted for, authorized by, and produced under U. S. auspices 

S Accounted for under U. S. Army records (Adjutant Generals Report) 

S Monies used for day to day local purposes, remainder held in escrow for 

incoming Mexican Federal Government. 
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