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CONSTRAINTS

• Incomplete botanical 
knowledge

• Limited local capacity to 
document

• Limited local capacity to 
disseminate

• Limited regional networking



SEYCHELLES

• Baker (1877) – Flora of Mauritius and the Seychelles

• Summerhayes (1931) – Enumeration of the Angiosperms

• Robertson (1989) – Flowering Plants of Seychelles

• Friedmann (1994, 2011) – Flores des Seychelles – Dicotylédones

• Robertson 1140 sp; 250 indigenous/endemic

• CEPF: 700 indigenous species

• 19 % endemism

• SEY; founded 1962; 5,000 specimens



MAURITIUS - RODRIGUES

• Bojer

• Baker (1877) – Flora of Mauritius and the Seychelles

• Flore des Mascareigenes (1976 – ongoing)
• Outstanding families: Poaceae, Cyperaceae, Orchidaceae

• Mauritius 700 sp.; Rodrigues 150 sp.

• CEPF: Mauritius/Rodrigues 700 sp.

• Endemism: 40 % Mauritius, 31 % Rodrigues

• MAU; founded 1960 (1821); 25,000 specimens



RÉUNION

• de Cordemoy (1891) - Flore de l’Ile de la Réunion

• Flore des Mascareigenes (1976 – ongoing)

• CEPF: 900 taxa 

• 26 % endemism

• REU; founded 1974; 10,000 specimens



COMOROS

• Flore de Madagascar et des Comores (1936 – ?ongoing)

• CEPF: ?2000 species

• Endemism ?9%

• HKM; founded 2010; 5,000 specimens



MADAGASCAR

• Flore de Madagascar et des Comores (1936 – ?ongoing)

• Catalogue of the vascular plants of Madagascar 
• Missouri Botanical Garden

• eCatalogue

• CEPF: 11,200 species, 90 % endemism

• MBG: 10,613 sp; 84% endemism

• TAN; founded 1950; 250,000 specimens

• TEF; founded 1948; 70,000 specimens

• DBEV; founded1972; 11,000 specimens

• CNARP; founded 1980; 20,000 specimens



NETWORK OF WIO HERBARIA

• 2015 FEDER Biodiversité Meeting - La Réunion

• Indian Ocean Commission/Commission de l’Ocean Indién

• Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Management

• Thematic Centre Biodiversity



OBJECTIVES 

• Logistical and technical support for regional herbaria

• Training of herbarium curators

• Network meetings

• Setting up a Network of Virtual Herbaria/Reseau des Herbiers
Virtuels (RHEV)



VIRTUAL HERBARIUM

• Consists of digitised specimen information 

• Specimen images

• Freely available online for 
• Browsing

• Searching

• Downloading

• Specialised software that allows for flexible, user-friendly 
searches of the data and posting the data

• BRAHMS (Botanical Research and Herbarium Management 
System) and BOL (Brahms OnLine)



NETWORK OF VIRTUAL HERBARIA

• Each herbarium will establish its own BRAHMS database

• Each herbarium is in charge of its own data

• Each herbarium has its own searchable BOL website

• All WIO herbarium websites are linked in a common portal

• Queries can be directed towards an individual database or to 
the combined dataset of all herbaria



First Meeting of WIO 
Herbarium Curators 

Regional BRAHMS 
Training Workshop

• 7-9 July 2015, Le Tampon

• University of La Réunion



PILOT PROJECT

• Digitisation and imaging of the herbarium specimens of the 
family Orchidaceae

• Taxonomic dataset (species names, synonymy, distribution) 
contributed by RBG Kew (R. Govaerts)

• World Checklist of Selected Plant Families filtered for 
Orchidaceae and Africa

• Setting up a common webportal (hosted by Oxford University)

• Uploading orchid data and images from partners

• http://herbaria.plants.ox.ac.uk/bol/swioorchids



Second Meeting of 
WIO Herbarium 
Curators 

Regional BRAHMS 
Training Workshop

11-13 May 2017, Nairobi

• East African Herbarium















PLANNED FUTURE ACTIVITIES

• Digitisation and imaging of the herbarium specimens of all 
other families

• Booklet on the common orchids of the WIO islands

• Expansion of the common webportal

• Webportals for each of the partners

• Site visits to customize and trouble shoot Brahms database set 
up

• Third meeting in Madagascar 

• http://herbaria.plants.ox.ac.uk/bol/swioorchids
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