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Teddy Tornow
Chapter Vice President

Opening 
Prayer



Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President of Creighton University

Welcome



Daniel C. Pape, JD
Heider College of Business, Class of 1987
School of Law, Class of 1990
President of the Omaha 
Alumni Club of Alpha Sigma Nu

Comments from the 
Alumni Club



Principles of Alpha Sigma Nu
Scholarship

Kayley Anderson
Chapter Vice President 



Principles of Alpha Sigma Nu
Loyalty to the ideals of Jesuit education

Sydney Rand
Chapter Vice President 



Principles of Alpha Sigma Nu
Service to others

Kylee Bohrer
Chapter Vice President 

• The greatest knowledge is often gained through 
service.

• Knowledge should be used to empower others and 
strengthen communities.

• Members of Alpha Sigma Nu give freely of time and 
talents.



Thomas Purcell III, PhD, CPA, BSBA’72, JD’77
Professor of Accounting 
Department of Accounting and                                         
Business Intelligence and Analytics

Faculty Moderator for the 
Alpha Sigma Nu Student Chapter

Comments



Alpha Sigma Nu Initiation Pledge
As a member of Alpha Sigma Nu,

I promise to do everything in my power
to carry out the ideals of scholarship,

loyalty, and service.
I promise to be committed to intellectual

integrity and the pursuit of wisdom.
I promise to be loyal to the moral, social

and religious ideals of my education.
I promise to be genuinely committed

to the well-being of others
and active in serving them.

I will do all this
in light of the Jesuit concern

for the greater honor and glory of God.



Distribution of Pins 
and Certificates 



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Ansley Atkinson 

Ansley is involved in undergraduate research. 
She is a part of the women’s soccer team, 
where she is currently on the team leadership 
group. She volunteers at Habitat for Humanity 
and visits children in local hospitals.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Kristine Au 

Kristine has been involved in Alpha Phi Omega, 
the Pre-Medical Society, and Hands of Hope 
hospice volunteer service through Campus 
Ministry. She also enjoys taking dance classes 
at Creighton.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Bridget Backer 

Bridget has been involved in student senate 
as the vice president of academic affairs, 
undergraduate research, a service and justice 
trip, and Completely Kids.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Melia Bayliff

Melia has been involved in Cortina 
Community and Creighton’s Intercultural 
Center. She also has volunteered with the 
Victim’s Assistance Unit, Yates Community 
Center, and Micah House.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Jessica Buhman

Jessica has been involved in Greek Life, 
Young Life, and intramural sports. She is 
a volunteer at Gabriel’s Corner and a 
Christian crisis pregnancy center.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Lauryn Caster

Lauryn volunteers at the Micah House through 
the Cortina Community. She is also involved 
in MEDLIFE, undergraduate research, and the 
Delta Delta Delta sorority.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Brianna Dufault

Brianna is a local community engagement 
coordinator through the Schlegel Center for 
Service and Justice. She is involved in the 
Creighton Dance Company and Pi Beta Phi as 
the director of service and philanthropy.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Paige Eicher

Paige volunteers as a basketball coach, 
as well as at a local hospital and elementary 
school. She is involved in undergraduate 
research, Greek Life, and Dance Marathon.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Joshua Fernandes
Joshua has been involved in undergraduate 
research, and particularly as a student 
ambassador in the Center for Undergraduate 
Research and Scholarship; service through the 
Schlegel Center for Service and Justice and in 
a Christian life community; and is an active 
member in the College of Arts and Sciences 
Student Senate.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Diego Gomez

Diego has been involved in undergraduate 
research and tutoring. He volunteers at 
Children’s Hospital, the Women’s Center for 
Advancement, and OneWorld Community 
Health Centers.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Grace Hilbert

Grace is a member of the Global Scholars 
Program. She mentors refugees in high school, 
participates in undergraduate research, 
tutors through the Creighton EDGE, and is 
a teaching assistant.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Mary Hoover

Mary has been involved in the Environmental 
Science Club, GreenJays, and service at the 
Tri-Faith Initiative’s donation garden and 
orchard. She is currently a teaching assistant 
and has studied abroad in Sweden.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Gretchen Jones

Gretchen has been involved with 
Dance Marathon, Best Buddies of America, 
Pi Beta Phi Sorority, undergraduate research, 
and a service trip. She also serves as the vice 
president of service for Circle K, and currently 
volunteers at the Munroe-Meyer Institute.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Camryn Kopp

Camryn is a service group leader in the 
Cortina Living and Learning Community, 
through which she has volunteered with 
multiple Omaha organizations. She is also 
involved in Pi Beta Phi and campus ministry.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Regan Lavallee

Regan has been involved in the CSU Program 
Board, Creighton Dance Company, Creighton 
Dance Team, and the Honors Student Board. 
She volunteers at Completely Kids and 
Lil’ Jays Dance Clinic.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Paul Martin

Paul is involved in Knights of Columbus 
and serves as a tutor at several grade schools. 
He has led a service and justice trip, several 
Christian Life Community events, and the 
Fall Adventure Retreat.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Amanda Minckler

Amanda is a business intern at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Nebraska and is the photo 
editor for The Creightonian. She has 
volunteered with a local nonprofit, 
Pascal’s Pantry.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Chirstyn Okuno

Chirstyn is involved in the Honors Program and 
research in the biology department. She has been 
on two service trips. She is the Hui ‘O Hawai’i 
club secretary and is involved in Greek Life. 
She volunteers in the Omaha area through 
Alpha Phi Omega and Nebraska Medicine.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Brendan Plate

Brendan is an Air Force ROTC cadet. He has 
participated in a service trip and is involved 
in the Cortina Community. He is also an active 
member of Campus Ministry and Greek Life.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Eliana Rodriguez

Eliana is involved in the International Student 
Association, the Model United Nations Club, 
the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, 
Campus Ministry, and undergraduate research. 
She works as an intern for Creighton’s Internal 
Audit Department.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Sadie Schultes

Sadie has participated in services trips through 
the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. 
She has also been involved in research and 
had an internship.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Sarah Sinsel

Sarah hopes to attend a physical therapy 
school following graduation. She volunteers 
on service and justice trips, Completely Kids, 
and Nebraska Medicine.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Abby Slyter

Abby plans to attend law school after 
graduation. Abby has served as the head 
student coordinator at the Lieben Center 
for Women for two years and participated 
in service groups at the Schlegel Center 
for Service and Justice.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Boston Small

Boston has volunteered at CHI Health 
Bergan Mercy Hospital and at his local 
church’s Homework Club. He has participated 
in undergraduate research, and runs cross 
country and track and field for Creighton.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Keni Tamashiro

Keni volunteers at the North Omaha 
Boys and Girls Club. She went on a service 
and justice trip to Okolona, Mississippi; and 
she is involved in Alpha Phi Omega, club 
soccer, Greek Life, and the Hui ‘O Hawai’i club.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Sarah Tooley

Sarah is involved with the Interfaith Core Team, 
Delta Delta Delta, the Intersections retreat, as 
well as the Honors Program. She serves as 
a weekly service coordinator, ISN delegate, 
and a migration justice advocate on campus, 
in North Omaha, and refugee communities.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Nathaniel Ulmer Schmit

Nathaniel has been involved in the Cortina 
Community as a member and a service group 
leader. He is also a part of Student Support 
Services and the Creighton Swim Club.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

George Varghese

George established the Creighton Sign 
Language Club, for which he created a 
curriculum to teach the basic sign language 
and establish awareness for deaf culture and 
communities. He leads Creighton’s chapter 
of Habitat for Humanity and has conducted 
physics research since his freshman year.



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Blake Zdechlik

Blake is an active volunteer at OrthoColorado
Hospital and City Sprouts, a community 
garden. She helps others stay active as a 
soccer referee and an aerobics instructor.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Taylr Bahr

Taylr is the founder of Generation Connection, 
Inc., a nonprofit that hosts roundtable historical 
discussions at senior care facilities throughout 
the United States. He is a Business Research 
Fellow and has led March of Dimes advocacy 
events on Creighton’s campus.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Jacob Benne

Jacob is involved the Catholic Student 
Organization, the Knights of Columbus, 
and the Freshman Leadership Program. 
He has also been on four service and justice 
trips, leading three.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Kimberly Berning

Kimberly is a dean’s fellow in the Heider 
College of Business. She serves as a retreat 
leader for Campus Ministry, a Habitat for 
Humanity volunteer, and an officer for both 
Catholic Daughters and Tri Delta Sorority.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Mackenzie Carlson

Mackenzie is a Heider College of Business 
dean’s fellow and is involved with the Anna 
Tyler Waite Leadership Program. She is on the 
Dean’s Honor Roll for Social Responsibility; 
is in the Financial Management Association 
International and the Alpha Phi sorority.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Carlee Cline

Carlee volunteers with the Salvation Army and 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska helping 
with refugee resettlement. She is a Heider 
College of Business dean’s fellow; in the Anna 
Tyler Waite Leadership Program; and on the 
Dean’s Honor Roll for Social Responsibility.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Olivia Cross

Liv volunteers with refugee populations 
in the Omaha community. She is involved 
with the Anna Tyler Waite Leadership Program, 
Heider College of Business Dean’s Fellows, 
Greek Life, and Scott’s Fellows.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

John Eckels

Jack volunteers at the Siena Francis House. 
He is involved as a Heider College of Business 
dean’s fellow, a member of the Anna Tyler Waite 
Leadership program, the Dean’s Honor Roll for 
Social Responsibility, the Business Symposium, 
and Phi Delta Theta.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Matthew Fredricks

Matthew is involved with the Anna Tyler 
Waite Leadership Program, Beta Alpha Psi, 
Alpha Kappa Psi, and Dean’s Honor Roll 
for Social Responsibility. Matthew has been 
an active volunteer with the Nebraska 
Equestrian Special Olympics since 2012.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Scott Haveman

Scott has devoted extensive time over his 
sophomore through senior years to the 
Creighton Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program. As a senior, he is coordinating 
the VITA program and is tasked with developing 
the virtual method for providing tax assistance 
and oversees all student volunteers. 



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

David Roberts

David is involved in service and justice 
trips, Creighton Business Symposium, 
Alpha Kappa Psi professional business 
fraternity, Greek Life, and Business 
Research Fellows, among others.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Amanda Rosa

Amanda has been involved in a variety 
of activities at Creighton including a service 
trip, the Anna Tyler Waite Leadership 
Program, and weekly community service 
through the Creighton Center for Service 
and Justice.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Taylor Rowland

Taylor has been involved in a variety of 
activities at Creighton including the Dean’s 
Fellows Honor Program, the iJay Practicum, 
Boxing Club, and three service trips through 
the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Davis Sunderland

Davis works on campus as a supervisor at 
the Creighton Fund Phonathon, is an executive 
team member for Dance Marathon, a member 
of Beta Theta Pi, and is active in the Alpha 
Kappa Psi professional business fraternity.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Alexandra Taylor
Alex has been involved in a variety of activities 
while at Creighton, including the Business Research 
Fellows Honors Program, Gail-Werner Robertson 
Research Fellows Program, Finance Business 
Research Silo, and Alpha Phi sorority. As a senior, 
she is coordinating the VITA program with 
responsibility for developing the virtual method 
used to provide tax assistance as well as overseeing 
all student volunteers.



HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Kori Young

Kori volunteers at the Open Door Mission, 
the Food Bank for the Heartland, and has 
participated in two service and justice trips. 
She is an active member of Alpha Phi Omega, 
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, 
Hui O’ Hawai’i, and the Creighton Pep Band.



COLLEGE OF NURSING

Nicholas Guzzo

Nicholas is the lead mentor for the 
Adult-Gerontology Acute Care track for 
the Doctor of Nursing Practice mentorship 
program. He is also an involved member 
of his church community, volunteering at 
the yearly fall festival and the educational 
fair for youth. 



COLLEGE OF NURSING

Danielle Manella
Danielle has been on a service and justice trip, 
and volunteers at Precious Memories Daycare. 
She has been involved in Campus Ministry 
as a lector and EMHC, a Freshman Retreat 
leader, and an Encounter leader. She is also 
involved in Nursing Leadership Scholars, 
Catholic Daughters, Greek Life, and 
Creighton Students for Life.



COLLEGE OF NURSING

Grace Schmidt

Grace has participated in the Freshman 
Leadership Program, weekly service with the 
402 Service Program through the Schlegel 
Center for Service and Justice, a service and 
justice trip, and retreats through campus 
ministry. Grace is also currently serving as her 
sorority Gamma Phi Beta’s philanthropy chair.



COLLEGE OF NURSING

Jacqueline Schoeneck

Jacqueline is a member of the Doctor of 
Nursing Practice mentor program, mentoring 
two other students in the program. After 
graduation, she has committed to volunteer 
at a free clinic as a nurse practitioner.



SCHOOL OF LAW

Sapphire Andersen

Sapphire has been involved as research 
editor of the Creighton Law Review
and as president for Phi Delta Phi, the 
international legal honors society. She has 
also represented the Law School at 
regional competitions for client counseling 
and the Jessup International Moot Court. 



SCHOOL OF LAW

Eric Hagen

Eric has also been involved in service 
with the Heart Ministry Center, Open Door 
Mission, and Fathers for a Lifetime. He also 
served as the president of the Creighton 
Military Law Society which partners with the 
Veterans Legal Support Network to provide 
legal aid to veterans in the community. 



SCHOOL OF LAW

Callie Kanthack

Callie has been an active volunteer in 
Lawyers in the City, the Douglas County 
Courthouse self-help desk, and through an 
immersion trip to the ILAC Center in the 
Dominican Republic. She plans to practice 
law in Omaha and continue serving the 
community following graduation.



SCHOOL OF LAW

Thomas Norvell

Thomas has been an active member of the 
Creighton Law Review, for which he serves as 
executive editor for the law review board. He 
is also a member of the Legal Rural Practice 
Loan Repayment Assistance Board; and is the 
recipient of the Harry L. Welch Award.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Abena Abadoh

Abena has served as a resident advisor for 
sophomore students and worked to provide 
assistance to on-campus residents with 
special needs. She has also been an active 
volunteer in the Omaha community.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Cara Aghajanian

Cara’s dissertation explores the leadership 
of Catholic Sisters in the fight against 
human trafficking. She is involved in the 
service activities of the Order of Malta 
and active in building awareness of the 
international humanitarian activities of 
Malteser International.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Marc Bauer

Marc currently serves as the director 
of athletics for the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney. In this role, he has worked 
to implement two community outreach 
programs for student-athlete participants, 
called Loper AthLEADS and Loper’s
Love to Help. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Margaret Blanchard

Maggie serves on the alumni advisory 
council for the University of Iowa chapter 
of Pi Beta Phi, advising and mentoring 
college women in leadership roles. Among 
other involvements, she volunteers with 
Hope Ministries and the Salvation Army. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Brianna Chesser
Brianna is currently completing her 
dissertation-in-practice, examining the 
effect of a physical therapy program 
curriculum on the development of student 
cultural competence. A few notable Creighton 
involvements include JayTalks, on-site 
Learning Institutes, and the study abroad 
course ILD 615 In the Footsteps of Van Gogh. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Tracy Gady

Tracy has participated in a faculty and staff 
service trip to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
and multiple immersion experiences. She 
currently serves as the staff representative 
on the President’s Council.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Matthew Heinrich

Matt Heinrich currently works as a visiting 
professor of practice at Rockhurst University, 
where he has worked in various capacities for 
over 25 years. Outside of the University, Matt 
has been active in scouting, serving as a scout 
master for several years among other roles.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Benjamin Horgan

Benjamin’s dissertation has a special focus 
on the role of mission in training board 
members for Xavierian schools. He is also 
a member of the new Alpha Iota Sigma 
Interdisciplinary Honor Society and has 
been recognized as a delegate to the Jesuit 
Conference of International Social Gatherings. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Anthony Houston Jr.

Anthony is the president and COO of CHI 
Memorial, a part of CommonSpirit Health, 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He also serves on 
various boards including the United Way of 
Chattanooga and is the chair of the American 
Heart Association Heart Challenge. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Kevin Kane

Kevin’s dissertation topic is “Jesuit Influences 
on Executive Leadership.” He is a member of 
the National Board of Directors and committee 
chair of the Ignatian Volunteer Corps, a human 
service organization that serves those on 
the margins. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Pamela McAfee

Pamela is a health care administrator with 
expertise in rehabilitation administration and 
health care leadership. She is the inaugural 
president of the new Creighton University 
chapter of Alpha Iota Sigma Honor Society.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Karolyn Miller

Karolyn is a full-time faculty member in the 
Physical Therapy Department at St. Ambrose 
University in Davenport, Iowa. In addition to 
her work at the university, she serves the local 
community in a pro bono interprofessional 
health clinic. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Andreia Nebel

Andreia received her clinical doctorate in physical 
therapy from Creighton University in 2002. She 
is currently the vice president of academic affairs 
and an associate professor at Clarkson College, 
and has participated in hundreds of service hours 
with a focus in community wellness. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Taunya Plater

Taunya was the service chair for the Graduate 
Student Government for 2020. She has 
volunteered through Lutheran Family Services 
working with adults learning English as well 
as at the Open Door Mission serving meals.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Heather Power

Heather has spent the past six years as a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
supporting and advocating for children in 
the foster care system. She is also an active 
member on the campus of her sons’ school 
and the swimming community. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Kristi Ramsey

Kristi is passionate about education; she 
has been volunteering and substitute teaching 
in the local Department of Defense schools 
as well as volunteering in the community 
spouses’ group, the local Boy Scout troop, 
and with parent/teacher organizations.



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Susan Shirachi

Susan’s doctoral interests include Native 
studies in higher education. She serves the 
Hawaii island university system and local 
communities as a member of the Mayor’s 
Committee on People with Disabilities and 
the Chancellor’s Committee on Access. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Lauren Snowdon

Lauren currently serves as the director of 
clinical education at Seton Hall University 
and is a physical therapist by training. One 
of her most recent service-related awards is 
the American Physical Therapy Association’s 
Global Health Ribbon for Social Responsibility, 
which she received in 2020. 



GRADUATE SCHOOL

Andrew Weinberger 

Andrew is an associate professor in the 
Accounting Department at Central Connecticut 
State University. His primary research interests 
include internal controls, accounting analytics, 
and Special Purpose Acquisition Companies. 



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Emilyn Asinas

Emilyn conducts research, tutors fellow 
students, and is an ambassador for the School 
of Dentistry. She looks forward to serving in 
the ILAC program in the future. 



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Adam Belford

Adam has been awarded the Health 
Professions Scholarship Program 
through the U.S. Army and tutors 
second-year dental students in multiple 
lab sessions and didactic courses.



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

ChunWoo Kang
Josh (ChunWoo) is passionate about serving 
the community. He has participated in many 
service activities through the Student National 
Dental Association, such as Project Homeless, 
Bridge to Care, and Indigenous People Health 
Fair. After graduating from the School of 
Dentistry, he plans to serve local communities 
in New Mexico.



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Hannah Kim

Hannah has developed a passion for serving 
her patients and the community at large. 
Following graduation, Hannah will begin her 
career in dentistry as a captain serving in the 
U.S. Air Force.



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Mohammad Mohammad

Mohammad has served in a variety of leadership 
positions during his time at Creighton and is passionate 
about serving the community. He has volunteered at the 
One World Dental clinic, Project Homeless Connect, 
The Mayan Health fair, and Bridge to Care Refugee 
Health Fair. Mohammad also went on a dental mission 
trip to Nepal last summer. After graduating in May 
from the School of Dentistry, he plans on returning 
home to Kuwait City to begin his practice.



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Brody Peterson
Brody has participated in many volunteer 
opportunities while at Creighton, such as the 
One World Clinic, and Healthy Smiles which 
provides dental education and services to 
kids in Omaha Public Schools. Following 
graduation, Brody has plans to begin his 
dental practice in South Dakota and provide 
for the underserved in rural areas. 



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Christopher Pritchard

Christopher has enjoyed volunteering at 
One World Clinic and being a member of 
the Oral Maxillofacial Surgery Club. 
Passionate about his family, after graduation 
Christopher plans to begin a private dental 
practice in rural South Dakota. 



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Emily Snodgrass

Emily has assisted with organizing the 
School of Dentistry’s One World Clinic, 
which serves underserved populations. She 
has tutored dental students, and has served 
as an ambassador for the School of Dentistry 
for two years.



SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Michael Stock

Michael received his bachelor’s degree from 
Creighton with a double major in mathematics 
and biology. He has been involved in the 
One World Clinic, Siena Francis House, 
Heart Ministry Center, and Give Kids A Smile 
sealant program. 



COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

John Horsechief

In addition to working for the Open Door Mission 
homeless shelter, John has been involved with 
Creighton Homeless Connect, honor societies, 
and is a board member for the College of 
Professional Studies. After graduation in May, 
he plans to pursue a master’s degree.



COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Aimée Folker

Aimée is a published poet engaged in creative 
writing with a focus in trauma theory and 
feminist-psychological criticism. Aimée is 
passionate about mental health, serving on the 
state boards of the National Alliance of Mental 
Illness and the League of Women Voters. 



COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Heidi Knofczynski

Heidi is a recent inductee into Sigma Tau Delta 
English honor society and the Alpha Sigma 
Lambda honor society. She will also complete 
the Archdiocese of Omaha’s Mentorship 
Program for lay leaders this spring. 



COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Kailen Wong
Kailen has myriad service outreach experiences.  He 
can be seen volunteering at the Omaha Nursing Home 
and Rehabilitation Center; he is a paramedic for 
Papillion, Nebraska; he is a youth tutor; and was an 
EMT for a California Health Corps event.  He has been 
on two service trips.  He is a member of the Title IX 
advisory board; and served on the CSU, and as vice 
president for finance this year.  And, notably, Kailen
received the EMS Clinical Excellence Award and the 
Leader of Today Award from the Creighton University 
Division of Student Life.



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Paula Choi

Paula has been involved in a number of 
leadership, research, and volunteer experiences 
while a student in the School of Medicine, notably 
serving in the Magis and St. Vincent de Paul 
clinics. She was also a research coordinator on 
a Project CURA medical mission trip. 



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Jila Dabestanti

Jila has been involved in trauma research 
during her time at Creighton. She serves as 
an officer for the Magis Homeless Clinic, 
a member of the CUSOM Admissions 
Committee and Make-A-Wish Nebraska 
Run/Walk Committee. 



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

John Hufnagle IV

John has been active in clinical volunteer 
work, teaching, mentoring, and the School 
of Medicine Admissions Committee. He 
also holds leadership roles in Radiology 
and Ultrasound Interest Groups and the 
national Society of Interventional Radiology. 



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Kathleen Marinelli

Kathleen has been an active member 
of Advocates and Do Justice. She has 
also served on the board for the American 
Medical Women’s Association and the 
Internal Medicine Interest Group.



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Olufemi Oladokun
Olufemi served as the president of the 
African Students Association and led the 
Student National Medical Association. 
He has volunteered in student-run free 
clinics both in Omaha and Phoenix, and 
volunteered through the Schlegel Center 
for Service and Justice, as well as being 
actively involved in biophysics research.



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Emma Patello

Emma volunteers at the Magis Clinic and 
knits hats for newborns in the the Bergan 
Mercy NICU. She also mentors both premed 
and other medical students through various 
programs including the American Medical 
Woman’s Association.



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Adrienne Pyle

Adrienne has been involved in Creighton Day 
of Service and CUSOM Advocates. She is 
passionate about bringing vulnerable 
populations to the forefront of clinical 
medicine to normalize education about social 
determinants of health, reduce health 
disparities and pursue structural change. 



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Laura Tarantino

Laura has participated in a health 
partnership trip to the ILAC Center in the 
Dominican Republic. She is thankful to 
Creighton’s incredible community and 
hopes to continue incorporating service 
in her future career as a physician. 



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Madison Wolfe

Madison has participated in a variety of service 
activities including the Magis Clinic. She has 
also held leadership roles on the Committee 
for Student Research and Scholarly Activity, 
the School of Medicine’s Advancement 
Committee and has mentored students pursuing 
admission into medical school.



SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Kaitlyn Young

Kaitlyn has volunteered at the Magis Clinic 
and organized music for an anatomy donor 
memorial service. She also will be taking over 
as president of the Palliative Care In Action 
group next year.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Taylor Barnett

Taylor has been involved in numerous service 
organizations, including the Down Syndrome 
Alliance and volunteering as a fitness 
instructor for a retirement community. 



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Victoria Bergen 

Victoria served as vice president of occupational 
therapy for the School of Pharmacy and Health 
Professions Student Government, as a student 
representative on the admissions committee for 
the occupational therapy program, and as a 
research assistant on a faculty grant project.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Joseph Coufal

Joe has been involved in the Creighton University 
Student Physical Therapy Association, the 
Neurological Rehabilitation Organization, and the 
Magis Scholars program. He has been involved in 
volunteer respite care and has tutored fellow 
physical therapy students.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Kayla Josephson 

Kayla is quite active in the School of 
Pharmacy and Health Professions. She is
a student ambassador, a student research 
fellow, and tutors physical therapy students.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Sadie Jung 

Sadie has been involved in the Creighton SPAHP 
Fellowship Program as a research fellow, For and 
With Others Volunteer Program as a volunteer in 
an inpatient rehabilitation program, Pre-OT Club 
as vice president, and academic support as a 
student tutor in the OT program.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

McKenzie Kuska

McKenzie has been involved in the 
Creighton University Student Occupational 
Therapy Association and the Jays4Peds 
organization. She is a member of the 
Pi Theta Epsilon honor society and 
volunteers in pediatric respite care.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Krysta Larson 

Krysta was the pharmacy director at the 
Magis Clinic, which serves patients at the 
Siena Francis House in Omaha. She has 
also been involved in a service and justice 
trip, multiple Greek organizations, and 
Creighton Love Your Melon Campus Crew.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Nicholas Monkemeyer

While in pharmacy school, Nicholas 
competed on Creighton’s cross-country 
team; he was honored as a First-Team 
Academic All-American. He holds 
leadership positions in several pharmacy 
organizations and works on the front line 
at Creighton University Medical Center.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Katherine Sandquist

Katherine serves as chapter president of the 
American Pharmacists Association – Academy 
of Student Pharmacists and is an active 
member of the Rho Chi Academic Honor 
Society, Phi Lambda Sigma Leadership 
Society, and other professional organizations.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Paige Saunier
Paige has been involved in a variety of activities 
at Creighton University, notably serving as the 
Pharmacy and Health Professions Student 
Government representative and secretary of 
Creighton University Student Occupational 
Therapy Association. She is an active member 
of Pi Theta Epsilon: Alpha Iota Chapter - the 
Occupational Therapy Honor Society, as well 
as a volunteering in the Omaha community.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Skyler Starkel

Skyler serves as the Creighton University 
student representative on the Nebraska 
Pharmacist Association Board of Directors; as 
a student member on the Creighton University 
Pharmacy Assessment Committee; and as an 
officer of Creighton’s Magis Clinic at the 
Siena Francis House.



SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Christa Taylor

Christa has served as the American Pharmacists 
Association Academy of Student Pharmacists; 
as president and the secretary for the pharmacy 
leadership organization Phi Lambda Sigma. 
And, she facilitated many new events such 
as World Health Day and an interdisciplinary 
naloxone training.



Honorary 
Inductees



HONORARY INDUCTEE

Laura Heinemann, PhD, MSW

Laura Heinemann, PhD, MSW, does timely scholarship on themes 
at the intersection of caregiving and community that treats care 
as a shared public responsibility, informing current debates on 
health care reform. Her scholarship connects with students’ 
interests and challenges them to think broadly about health care 
and keeping “care” in health care. Her research, teaching, 
leadership, and mentorship are rooted in a desire to live “for 
and with others.” 

Associate Professor in Medical Anthropology and Medical Humanities
College of Arts and Sciences and School of Medicine



HONORARY INDUCTEE

Meghan Potthoff, PhD, APRN-NP

Meghan Potthoff, PhD, APRN-NP, is an associate professor in the 
College of Nursing and a pediatric nurse practitioner at Children’s 
Hospital and Medical Center. Her research areas of focus include 
pediatric palliative care in the hospital and critical care settings. She 
has been nationally funded and is serving as a Sojourn Scholar through 
the Cambia Health Foundation, recognized for leadership in pediatric 
palliative care. She is recognized for leading the development and 
implementation of the Pediatric Dual Track DNP program at Creighton.  

Associate Professor, College of Nursing



HONORARY INDUCTEE

Lorraine (Lori) Rusch, PhD, RN

Lorraine Rusch, PhD, RN, is a faculty exemplar and has made 
significant contributions to Creighton’s mission, scholarship, 
teaching, and service over the past 16 years. Her expertise is 
recognized by a history of involvement including grants 
awards and an 11-year service to Project Homeless Connect 
Omaha. She practices cura personalis, caring for each 
student’s education, personal growth, and development. 
Rusch is married to Matt, who is also an Alpha Sigma Nu 
member, and has three sons, Thomas, Daniel, and Michael.

Associate Professor, College of Nursing



HONORARY INDUCTEE

Dzao C. Vũ, SJ, PharmD, MPH

Dzao Vũ, SJ, PharmD, MPH, is in the regency period of his Jesuit 
formation. In the School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, he 
serves as chaplain to first-year physical therapy students and leads 
them in their studies of anatomy. He earned his pharmacy doctorate 
at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. He decided on the 
priestly life following a conversation with the Rev. Larry Gillick, SJ,
friendships with Vietnamese Jesuit scholastics, and work as a 
pharmacist in Las Vegas.

Jesuit Regent
Instructor, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 



Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President of Creighton University

Remarks



This webinar and presentation will be archived here:

https://www.creighton.edu/studentlife/asn/inductees/inductionprograms/

Closing




