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The Lyctidae, Bostrichidae and Anobiidae families are only some
of the wood pests that pest control operators need to consider.

Three Beetle Families
Can Wreak Havoc in Wood

by J. Kenneth Grace

T hree families of beetles are referred to collectively as pests should come as no great
considered important pests  “‘powderpost beetles.” However, surprise. After all, pests of stored
of seasoned wood. These are the  other beetles which are generally  products are found in all three of
Lyctidae (True Powderpost considered pests of stored food the major powderpost beetle
Beetles), Bostrichidae (False products also occasionally bore families. In addition, these insects
Powderpost Beetles), and into wood and are capable of - tend to have omnivorous feeding
Anobiidae (Deathwatch Beetles). causing damage similar to that of  habits, and some possess

In the pest control industry, the more common wood borers. mouthparts adapted to boring

these three families are often Wood boring by stored product through tough seed coats.

. . According to Ebeling (1975,
Urban Entomology, Univ. Calif.
Div. Agric. Sci.), pantry,
warehouse and granary pests
reported to damage wood include
the Drugstore Beetle (Anobiidae),
Lesser Grain Borer
(Bostrichidae), Larder and Hide
Beetles (Dermestidae), Cadelle
(Ostomidae) and Australian

Stored product pests
occasionally bore into
wood and are capable
of causing damage
similar to more
common wood borers.

Spider Beetle (Ptinidae).

These insects may not actually
derive any nutrition from wood, but
bore through it either incidentally in
search of food or purposely to
excavate protected chambers in
which the larvae can pupate.
Damage is usually reported only
with heavy beetle infestations in
granaries (Fig. 1A), grain elevators,
mills and packing plants (Fig. 1B).

Damage to wood, however,

~ J. Kenneth Grace is a member of the Dq—
Figure 1. Damage by Dermestid beetles to (A) granary siding and (B) a wooden box partment of Entomological Sciences, _Um—
used in a meat packing plant. versity of Califarnia, Berkeley, California.

52 PESTCONTROL  SEPTEMBER 1985

I ———————— LSS L SRR LM R L S LS o e T b e P T e T o S e g 5




can also occur in non-commercial  hair brushes, tea chests and
situations. Ebeling mentions that  woodwork.

the Hide Beetle,Dermestes

maculatus, for example, has been Kitchen examined
known to bore pupal chambers in A kitchen cutting board and

Figure 2. Damage by Spider Beetles (Ptiriidae), showing (A) exit holes in edge of
kitchen cutting board, and (B) laminated appearance of damaged end grain.

adult are approximately 2 mm in length.

Figure 3. A Spider Beetle, Sphaericus gibboides, (Ptinidae) (A) top and (B) side view of adult beetle, and (C) larva. Both larva and

associated cabinetry that
superficially appeared to have
been damaged by Deathwatch
Beetles (Anobiidae) were recently
examined. Exit holes in the wood
were slightly over one mm in
diameter and round to slightly
elliptical in shape (Fig. 2A).

Galleries of the same diameter
extended no further than five mm
below the surface, but ran parallel
to the surface for distances up to
20 mm, and were packed with a
coarsely powdered frass. Only
the larger-celled springwood, or
early wood, had been excavated,
giving the damaged end grain a
laminated appearance (Fig. 2B).

This damage was caused by
Sphaericus gibboides, a Spider
Beetle (Ptinidae) previously
collected from spices, meal and
seeds. Most members of this
family have a distinctive globular
abdomen and rather long legs,
giving them a spider-like
appearance. They are
omnivorous scavengers and often
infest stored products.

Both adult Spider Beetles (Fig.
3A-B) and larvae (Fig. 3C) were
found in the gaileries. The
infestation seemed to radiate
outward from a crack between
the cutting board and a half-round
molding attached to its front edge
as a hand-pull. Although they may
have been feeding on food debris
which collected in this seam,
tunneling of the surrounding
wood by these ‘‘stored product
pests” had certainly caused
significant cosmetic damage.
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Original problem
Contaminated foodstuffs brought
into the kitchen were probably the
original source of the infestation.
But, these beetles had apparently
persisted in the cabinetry for
some time, since no evidence of
infestation could be found
elsewhere in the kitchen.

Pest control professionals
should be aware of the possibility
of wood damage by insects not
normally found tunneling in wood.
Obviously, correct identification of
the pest is crucial. From the
damage alone, the infestation of
Spider Beetles might
understandably have been
misdiagnosed as ‘‘powderpost
beetles," and fumigation
recommended.
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Pest control
professionals should
be aware of the
possibility of

wood damage by
insects not normally
found tunneling in
wood.
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Instead, the damaged cutting
board was removed and replaced
and the abutting cabinetry
cleaned, filled and painted. This
infestation could have been
prevented simply by sealing the
crack between the cutting board
and the half-round molding
affixed to its front edge to prevent
food debris from accumulating in
it.

Itis not, of course, always
possible to dig insect specimens
out of infested framing and
cabinetry, since most
homeowners are not too pleased
with pest control inspectors who
do more damage than the insects
themselves.

But, an alert inspector will try
to accumulate as much
information as possible and
assess all aspects of the
situation before drawing
conclusions. Remember, with
insects, there is always an
exception to the rule. PC
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Glue Traps USDA
Accepted

STICK-EM. Glue Traps from
Eaton are clean, convenient to use,
and USDA accepted for use in
federally inspected food estab-
lishments. The non-drying, non-
flowing, non-poisonous glue is
tenacious enough to capture rats.
bats, mice. moles, voles, snakes,
tarantulas, scorpions, etc., and
prevent their demise in hard to
reach areas (within walls, inside
machinery) where they could
result in unpleasant” odors.
Available from J.T. Eaton & Co.,
Twinsburg, OH 44087.
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Bagged Rodenticide
Is Handy

Eaton's, A-C Formula 50 Rodenti-
cide is packaged in 4 oz. polyethyl-
ene bags. Besides kee}:\ing the
taste-tempting bait dry, tfresh and
mold-free, the poly bags help re-
tain flavor. Hard-to-reach areas
are easily baited with bags which
rodents tear open. Each place-
ment contains full label instrue-
tions and active ingredients
Available from J.T. Eaton & Co..
Twinsburg, OH 44087.

New Pest Control
Product Folder
Available

A full line of pest control products
from J.T. Eaton & Co., Inc. is fea-
tured in this new 10-panel folder.
Described is their extensive line of
glue traps and related items, bait
stations, rodenticides. bird repel-
lant and glue traps for monitoring
insects. A free copy of the folder is
available on request from J.T Eaton

. & Co. Inc., Twinsburg, OH 44087.

EA

AlllWeather

BAIT BLOCKS.

Use where dampness may

be a problem.

Controlling redents inside
abuilding is only atemporary
measure if they are running
freely outside. And most
bait is effective only in dry
weather.

Eaton's All-Weather BAIT
BLOCKS. molded with par-
affin. are made to be un-
affected by rain. humidity. or
general dampness. so they
don't mold, become rancid
or fall apart.

Therefore. each block, fish
or apple or peanut butter
melasses, stays fresh and
rodent-acceptable. while the
Ltwo anti-coagulants remain

effective until the BAIT

BLOCK has been consumed.
Qutdoors, use them wher-

ever necessary; indoors,

place them in crawl spaces.

by loading docks. in damp

basements. and anywhere

there is a dampness

problem.

+ Registered with the EPA

- USDA accepted for use in
federally inspected food
plants

+ Effective. long-lasting rat
control

+ Center hole for easy. se-
cure attachment to trees
posts or fences

CAUTION Place in Incanons naccessibie in

children. pets ang JOMeSLC ammais of n

tamperprool bail bozes
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J.T. Eaton & Co. Inc.

1393 East Highland Road
Twinsburg (Cleveland). Onio 44087
Phane toll-free 800-321-3421
Ohioans call collect (216) 4257801
Ealon 3. BAIT BLOCK ST
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