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Aday after Jammu &
Kashmir Governor Satya

Pal Malik dissolved the State
legislative Assembly to scuttle
formation of a Government by
any of the two alliances, the
Congress and mainstream par-
ties in J&K described the Raj
Bhawan’s  move as “undemoc-
ratic, unconstitutional and
against the mandate of people.” 

The Governor has justified
his decision to dissolve the
Assembly and  rejected claims
that he acted at the behest of
the Centre and  the BJP.

Former Home Minister P
Chidambaram slammed Malik
for dissolving the State
Assembly, saying he is attract-
ed to the “Gujarat model” of
Government not the
Westminster model. “As long as
no one staked a claim to form
a Government, the J&K
Governor was happy to keep
Assembly under suspension.
The moment someone staked
a claim, he dissolved the
Assembly,” Chidambaram said. 

“The Westminster model
of democracy is outdated. Like
in all other matters, it is the
Gujarat model that has
appealed to the J&K Governor,”
Chidambaram added.

Congress spokesman
Manish Tewari said after the
PDP, the NC and the Congress
staked claim to form a
Government, the Governor’s
decision to dissolve the
Assembly without giving them
a chance to form a Government
and prove majority “is murder
of democracy and must be

challenged”.
“Dissolution of Assembly

in this manner is unconstitu-
tional, immoral and unethical.
A dangerous harbinger of
things to come. 

Thank God founding
fathers were wise enough not to
provide for President’s rule at
the Centre? Shudder to think
what could have happened
when BJP loses 2019,” Tewari
said at AICC Press briefing. 

The sudden political devel-
opment is likely to trigger per-
mutations and combinations in
J&K.  In the first such move,
Sajjad Lone, who too had
staked claim to form a
Government with the help of
BJP and rebel PDP MLAs,
announced PDP rebel Imran

Raza Ansari has joined his
party, People’s Conference.

Former Chief Minister and
National Conference vice- pres-
ident Omar Abdullah mocked
the Raj Bhawan for not receiv-
ing Mehbooba’s letter for stak-
ing claim to form a
Government. 

“Strangely the fax machine
was rendered defunct when
PDP chief Mehbooba wanted
to fax a letter to stake claim for
formation of a Government
with our outside support and
outright support by the
Congress, but barely a few
minutes later the Governor’s
fax machine worked when he
sent an order on dissolution of
the Assembly,” Omar said at a
Press conference.

He said the Congress, the
NC and the PDP had formu-
lated alliance to defend Article
35A in January next year and
safeguard the special status of
the State. 

Rejecting claims that dis-
solution of the Assembly was
done at the behest of the Centre
or the BJP, the Governor said,
“For the past 15 to 20 days, I
have been getting reports of
largescale horse trading. 

MLAs are being threat-
ened and several types of
underhand dealings are going
on.”

It is rare for a Governor to
call a Press conference a day
after dissolving the Assembly.

“Mehbooba told me a week
before that her MLAs were

being threatened through the
NIA. Another side said MLAs
were being lured with large-
scale money. Horse trading
had started 20 days ago,” he
claimed, referring to PDP chief
Mehbooba. 

Had she given any side the
opportunity to form
Government, it would have
created a bigger mess, he
claimed.

“The value system of pol-
itics would have been destroyed
as it is happening in other
States. I could not afford that,”
Malik said. 

In his view, it would have
been impossible for parties
with “opposing political ide-
ologies” to form a stable
Government.

“An opportunist
Government would have been
the outcome of this process. We
never wanted instability in a
sensitive State,” said Malik,
adding that the NC, the PDP
and the Congress would have
fought with each other. 
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India will build and develop
a corridor from Dera Baba

Nanak in Punjab’s Gurdaspur
district to the International
Border to facilitate Sikh pil-
grims visiting Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib Kartarpur on
the banks of the Ravi River in
Pakistan, Home Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Thursday. The decision was
taken at a meeting of the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
commemorate the 550th birth

anniversary of Guru Nanak
Dev.

“In a landmark decision,
the Cabinet approves building
and development of Kartarpur
corridor from Dera Baba
Nanak in Gurdaspur district to
the International Border.
Kartarpur corridor project with
all modern amenities and facil-

ities to be implemented with
Central Government funding,”
said the Home Minister in a
series of tweets.

Kartarpur Sahib, located
just across the International
Border, is the final resting
place of Guru Nanak Dev and
one of the holiest shrines of
Sikhs. 
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Claiming himself as the
“kingmaker”, Samajwadi

Party founder Mulayam Singh
Yadav on Thursday said no
party can form a Government
at the Centre in 2019 without
the support from the SP.

Addressing SP party work-
ers here on the occasion of his
79th birthday, Mulayam
claimed that he can turn the
tide in SP’s favour in 2019 gen-
eral elections.

“You should arrange my
meetings at divisional level
and I will turn the tide in
Samajwadi Party’s favour so
that no one could form the
Government at the Centre
without our support,” Yadav
told party leaders while

addressing them at State SP
headquarters in Lucknow.
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BJP general secretary Ram
Madhav on Thursday

retracted his comments after
National Conference (NC)
leader Omar Abdullah chal-
lenged him to prove his alle-
gation that his party’s coming
together with Mehbooba
Mufti’s Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) was prompted by
a missive from Pakistan.

Though Madhav withdrew
the Pakistani sting in his com-
ments, he insisted that the
two parties should prove their
“genuine love”. 

The war of words erupted
a day after Governor Satya Pal
Malik dissolved the Assembly,
affectively blocking an new
alliance attempting to form a
Government in the volatile
and sensitive border State.

Abdullah’s riposte followed
Madhav’s acidic comment on
the twitter alleging that “fresh
instructions” were given to
the two regional parties from
across the border to come
together and form a
Government.

Madhav, the point man of

the BJP in J&K, asked
Abdullah to fight the next
polls with the PDP if “genuine
love” between the two pro-
moted a “failed Government”
formation attempt.

On Wednesday, BJP leader
and former Deputy Chief
Minister from Jammu
Kavinder Gupta had also lev-
eled similar charges and said
the decision to prop up the
proposed PDP-NC-Congress
alliance Government was
taken in Dubai. 

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti had on Wednesday writ-
ten to the Governor that she
will stake claim to form
Government with the support

of the Congress and the NC. It
was followed by another bid
from the two-member People’s
Conference which claimed the
support of the BJP and 18 leg-
islators from other parties. 

As Malik dissolved the
Assembly, Madhav alleged that
the NC and the PDP had boy-
cotted local body polls in the
State earlier because of instruc-
tions from Pakistan. 

Abdullah took to Twitter
to hit out at the BJP leader and
sought him to present evidence
to prove his charge.

“You have RAW, NIA & IB
at your command (CBI too is
your parrot) so have the guts
to place evidence in the pub-
lic domain. Either prove this or
be man enough to apologise.
Don’t practice shoot & scoot
politics,” said the former CM.

Madhav responded, “Just
take it in your stride Omar
Abdullah. 

Not questioning your
patriotism at all. But the sud-
den love between NC and
PDP and the hurry to form
Government leads to many
suspicions and political com-
ments. Not to offend you.” 
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Chief Minister Raghubar
Das today asked his col-

leagues in the State Assembly
to set examples before others in
order to make Jharkhand
Assembly a model Vidhan
Sabha in the country for main-
taining decorum and peaceful
proceedings. While addressing
the legislators on the 18th
Foundation Day of State
Assembly here on Thursday the
CM said that discipline and
modesty are the basis of par-
liamentary democracy.

The CM said that parlia-
ment and legislature are pillars
of democracy. “The responsi-
bility of MPs and MLAs is to
ensure that these institutions
remain strong or else public
will lose faith in it. Letting
opposition and others present
their view, strong discussion
and taking care of others' per-

spective is a fundamental ele-
ment of the parliamentary
process,” he said adding that
Vidhan Sabha is not a political
platform but center of the peo-
ple’s aspirations.

“India is known as the
world's largest democracy. We
should be proud of the fact that
since independence, we have
been able to maintain its demo-
cratic form,” he further added.

Das said that even after so
many years, Vidhan Sabha ses-
sions were being held in a rent-
ed building.

“As soon as I became the
Chief Minister of the State, I
decided that Vidhan Sabha
building will be built and on
June 15, 2015, we started the
construction. The next Vidhan
Sabha Session will be organised
in the new Vidhan Sabha build-
ing, which will be ready by May
2019,” he said.

The CM further said that
Jharkhand is the land of heroes.
The first freedom movement
started from the land of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda. “Our
government has decided to
put statue in the prison of all
the martyred of freedom move-

ment including Bhagwan Birsa
Munda, Pandit Ganpat Rai,
Mehandi Raja, Sheikh
Bhikhari, so that the next gen-
eration can get inspiration
from them,” he said.

“Our Government will
make a martyr memorial for all
the heroes sacrificed their lives
in protecting Bharat Mata
including Param Veer Chakra
Albert Ekka and their biogra-
phy will also be written so the

coming generation get to know
about them and take inspira-
tion,” he added.

Meanwhile, Governor
Droupadi Murmu asked the
legislators to carefully weigh a
particular Bill and contem-
plate about it before giving their
assent to it. 

“If a law is brought before
the House they the draft of the
Bill must be studied by the leg-
islators. 

Think about the impact of
the law in the people then only
you can discharge your duties
towards the people in a better
way,” she asked the MLAs. 

The Governor said that in
the era of social media people
can see schemes of other states
and how they are benefitting
others. 

“Our MLAs should be
careful about it. They should be
aware of the schemes being
implemented in our states and
other states too. The lawmak-
ers must be aware of the needs
and aspirations of the people so
that policies can be made
according to people’s needs,”
she said. 

BJP MLA Menaka Sardar
was awarded the Best Legislator
Award on the occasion.
Assembly employees and offi-
cials, meritorious students, tal-
ented sportsmen, social work-
ers, divyangs, family members
of martyred security personnel
were also felicitated on the
occasion graced by Assembly
Speaker Dinesh Oraon,
Opposition Leader Hemant
Soren, MPs, MLAs and hosts of
former lawmakers.
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The Election Commission
has raised curtains over

Kolebira bypoll by declaring
dates to fill the lone vacancy in
the Jharkhand Assembly. 

As per the schedule
announced on Thursday voting
would take place on December
20 while counting of votes 
is to take place on December
23.

The seat had fallen vacant
after sitting MLA Enosh Ekka
was found guilty of murdering
a para teacher and got con-
victed by a Simdega court that
awarded him life imprison-
ment on July 31 this year. Ekka
subsequently lost the mem-
bership of the House.

Party of Enosh Ekka, the
Jharkhand Party, has already

announced that it will field
Menon Ekka, his wife, as the
party candidate for the by-poll
over the seat. 

With the BJP also eyeing
for the seat now it would have

to be seen whether the budding
‘grand alliance’ of the Congress,
JMM, RJD and the Left in the
State backs the Jharkhand Party
candidate or goes for their
own candidate.
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DALTONGANJ: Paddy is burnt
at Nadi Par under Satbarwa
block. This crop belongs to
Mana Manjhi. He has left this
paddy un-harvested as it is
worth now straw only. 

There are similar patches of
paddy gone wasted all around
Palamu. Some patches have
spectacular paddy but the over-
all scenario is drifting towards
bleakness. Drought is slow but
steady in Palamu. It is worrying
the poor and the farmers.
Sakunta Devi lives at Badlaya
Tola under this Satbarwa block.
She ekes out her living by sell-
ing fish that she catches from a
nearby river. She earns �60 to 90
a day if she catches fish and the
hotels in Satbarwa buy it as well
otherwise she cooks the same
fish for her family.

This coming drought she is
most anxious. A team of
Congress leaders led by Palamu
district Congress committee
Jeyesh Ranjan Pathak alias Bittu
Pathak on Thursday visited this
hamlet and saw the ground
reality there.  The team had
senior members like Ishwari
Pd Singh, Chhotu Singh,
Avinash Gupta Fauji (district
head of Congress Seva Dal)
Chhotu Pathak (president sadar
block Congress) and Ramzan
Ansari Satbarwa block president
of Congress. 

Bittu Pathak said, “Lack of
developmental schemes in ham-
lets is a serious thing. There is
no scheme here in these Harijan

hamlets namely Nadi Par and
Badlaya Tola. There is no road
to these hamlets when these are
just within one and a half kilo-
meter away from NH 75.”

He said, “What this woman
is saying that she sells fish to
keep her family going is to be
taken most seriously in times
like drought when the BJP led
State Government has been
quick enough to declare whole
of Palamu as drought hit but a
mere lip service in declaring it
as drought hit will not be of any
relief unless village related
schemes here are not started.”

The road here can be made
motorable which will create
employment.  There is no sur-
face water management here
when this hamlet is located
some what at tarn a kind of high
land unfit for paddy demanded
Pathak. He said Savita Devi
built a shouchalaya with her own
hard cash but till date she has not
been given any payment out of
12,000 that comes per unit of
IHHL (individual house hold
latrine).  When this newspaper
asked her as to why her shoucha-
laya is without any door fixed to
it Savita Devi said, “I pooled in
all my savings for it. This is with-
out door. Jal Sahiya Preeti Gupta
asks me to install the door but
I have no money left now for
this. 

This shouchalaya is no
abandoned by us for want of
money as if it is given to me I
will fix door to it.” PNS 
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Students of Loyola
School spread the mes-

sage of ‘Sports a way of life’
during Annual Sports
Meet of the junior section
organised at the school campus.
Students from junior sections
were especially dressed as foot-
ballers and displayed drilling
skills on the ground.

They also presented a
unique colourful show and drill
that was based on sports a way
of life. Anoop Birtharay, senior
superintendent of police, East
Singhbhum inaugurated the
sports meet. Father Pius
Fernandes, principal of Loyola
School inspected the four house
contingents of Loyola School.
The inauguration was followed
by a march past by members of
the four houses-- Cheetahs;
Leopards; Panthers; Jaguars.

Birtharay congratulated the
school authorities and students
for organising the great event.

A total of 1,500 primary
school children (from classes I
to V) participated in the field
display based on the theme.
Vineeta F Ekka, co-ordinator of
junior section of the school said
that it was result of team effort. 

The children had put lot of
efforts for the event. The Loyola
spirit was at display at the
school ground. The school also
organised a 100 m, 200 m,
4x100 m relay, javelin throw,
shotput, discus throw long
jump, short jump, hurdle race,
and other games divided into
junior and senior categories.
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As the deadline to resume
work has already ended,

Chief Secretary Sudhir Tripathi
on Thursday directed to
appoint TET qualified candi-
dates to replace the unyielding
para teachers. The CS in his
direction also said to start dis-
missal process of those who
have been booked under vari-
ous penal sections.

Direction has been given to
the SPs through video confer-
encing to arrest those para
teachers who are on run despite
being named after the violent
protest took place on the
Statehood Day. The CS also
said that no change in the
deadline given to them would
be done.

Reacting to the reports of
threat being given to the regu-
lar teachers deputed to the
affected schools, the CS direct-
ed administration to provide
protection to them and setup
control rooms.

At the same time School
Education Secretary AP Singh
has also directed district level
officials not to depute regular

teachers to any other school to
deal with emergency situation
and instead hire educated per-
sons from the school manage-
ment committees on the remu-
neration being given to para
teachers. 

He also directed officials to
initiate action against para
teachers appointed without
proper documents in Palamu,
Garhwa, Dumka, Charta,
Giridih, Hazaribagh and other
districts.

Meanwhile, a handful of
children attending Gandhaipur
primary school of Pakur block
have recorded an emotional as
well as threatening video in
support of para teachers that
has been addressed directly to
Chief Minister Raghubar Das.

The video seemingly shot
on Thursday sympathises with
agitating para teachers while
referring them as their well
wishers and goes on denounce
the State Government while
threatening to discontinue their
studies.

“Humare Para teachers
humare sukh-dukh to samajhte
hain. Lekin kuch dino se unke
hadtal par chale jane ke karan

humari padhai badhit ho gayi
hai. Agar unki samasya ka
samadhan nahi hua to hum
padhai chod denge. (Our para
teachers are with us through
thick and thin but in last few
days our education is disturbed
after they went on strike….if
their problems are not solved

we will leave our education),”
says the group of students.

About 67000 para teacher
from all over the State are on
indefinite strike demanding
regularisation of their service
and higher pay scale which the
Government is unwilling to lis-
ten to. 

Clash of para teachers with
the police on the Statehood
Day on November 15 landed
over 200 of them into custody.
Bail applications got denied on
Thursday.

Pakur district and Block
level officials denied any infor-
mation about the video shoot

however a local village repre-
sentative requesting not to be
named admitted that the school
children indeed did that to
show solidarity with local
teachers.

The Government on its
part had set November 20 as
deadline before the teachers to
resume work but of no avail.
Principal Secretary of the
Department of School
Education AP Singh men-
tioned on Thursday that
replacement had been found
out. 

“New recruitments have
started at block and district lev-
els. All the concerned officials
have been directed in this
regard,” he said.

Moreover situation has
failed to improve very little.
Most of the regular teachers
deputed in the schools facing
shutdown in the want of
teacher have reported about
noncooperation and applied for
cancelation of the deputation.
“Schools have been found
locked. Teachers are returning
to us and reporting. We are tak-
ing their application,” said a
BEEO.
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The Government is all set to
go for new guidelines for

flying drones. ADG RK Mallick
during the meeting held in the
leadership of Chief Secretary
Sudhir Tripathi on Thursday
told all DCs and SPs about
three zones marked by the
DGCA.

As per the new setup three
zones- red, yellow and green-
have been marked. Red zones
are for VVIP area where no
drone would be allowed to
operate, while in yellow zones
drones weighting 250 grams
can fly with the permission of
SP and DC. Green zones have
been declared free for flying
drones. 

Anyone violating the
guidelines, coming to effect on
December 1, can be fined with
�1,000 or three months of
imprisonment. Techno-friend-
ly officials would be appointed
in all districts to work as nodal
officers.

The CS also directed to
start drought relief work in all
the drought affected blocks

and to ensure that no one is left
without food grain. �10,000 for
that has been given already to
each panchayat whereas Rs
100 crore has been sanctioned
for drinking water.

In another direction the CS
directed all the DC to purchase
blankets by December to be
distributed to the poor persons. 

He also told the officials to
act against illegal non-banking
companies operating in their
areas as per the guidelines of
the RBI.
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Rajya Sabha MP from
Jharkhand Mahesh Poddar

has written to Urban
Development Minister CP
Singh seeking urgent action in
the alleged irregularities in
sewerage-drainage project in
the Ranchi Municipal
Corporation area.

Poddar has raised ques-
tions on the irregularities and
unscientific ways of the imple-
mentation of the project and
has said that he had earlier also
complained in writing to the
Chief Secretary and Town
Commissioner of the RMC. He
has stated that the issues raised
in the letters written earlier
have not been negated by any-
one and thus it is clear that
there is major execution prob-
lem in the project. And, despite
this the responsible people are
not being identified, no action
is being taken against them and
the implementing agency is
being paid the funds regularly,
he said.

The MP said that it appears
clear that the people imple-
menting the project are being
patronised by some powerful
people. He expressed con-
cerned that the way the respon-
sible people are being spared
and the agency is being paid,
the project may prove to be a
disaster just like the Ranchi-
Jamshedpur highway project.
He said that he would be real-
ly happy if someone proves him
wrong.

Giving details of the irreg-
ularities of the project Poddar
said that the basic work of the

project – setting up of the
Sewerage Treatment Plant--
has not been done but pits have
been dug on road across the
Capital City. “Compacting has
not been done anywhere as per
the set estimates and in the
near future when the roads will
cave in it will be a real disaster.
People of the RMC have
accepted that proper curing has
not been done after levelling of
the roads and common people
are saying that curing has not
been done anywhere. So, the
future of the road is uncertain.
If this happens then the project
will be doomed and the gov-
ernment will attract bad name,”
he said adding that the people’s
money will be wasted and the
government will have to face
people’s wrath.

The MP has also marked
the letter to Secretary,
Department of Town
Development and Housing,
Mayor of Ranchi Municipal
Corporation, Deputy Mayor
and the Municipal
Commissioner.
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Lashing hard on former
Chief Minister Hemant

Soren, State BJP spokesperson
Pratul Shahdeo said on
Thursday that he the JMM
executive president was shed-
ding crocodile tears on the
issue of tribal and local resi-
dents.

Criticizing Soren, Shahdeo
said, “When Hemant Soren
was CM he has enacted the C-
SAT method of examination
process first time in the State.
Because of this process students
from outside of the State got
more marks than locals. 

When Raghubar govern-
ment came in power it has
removed the anti tribal and
local residents’ process of
examination. 

At that time Soren realized
his mistake in Vidhan Sabha
and some MLAs’ mocked the
former CM on this issue.”

He further said, “ Soren
government had decreased
weight of local languages in
JPSC. It has badly affected the
tribal and local students.

Raghubar Das has constituted
a committee in leadership of
Saryu Roy to give proper
weight to local languages in
State level examination.”

Speaking on the issue
Shadeo said, “When Hemant
Soren was CM he was singing
different tunes but this time he
is only showing false interest on
the issue of Tribal and Local
Residents issue. Duel characters
in politics never work.”
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Jharkhand police have urged
the Forest Department to

identify the spots where opium
cultivation is rampant in the
coming months so that police
could take legal action.

The suggestions were for-
warded during the day-long
meeting on the issue of ‘drug
trafficking and concerted
efforts’ held at police head-
quarters on Thursday.

The participants also talked
on the responsibility of pan-
chayat representatives to
inform the police regarding
opium growing in their area.
The participants were of the
view that identity of the

informer would be kept a
secret. A discussion also took
place on rewarding the inform-
ers. An official informed that
the opium cultivation takes
place in remote inaccessible
areas, a large part of which is
forest land.   He said that issue
of determining the ownership
of land where the crops is
being cultivated was also dis-
cussed as it would help police
in taking legal action.

It may be stated here that
several districts namely Ranchi,
Chatra, Saraikela, Latehar,
Palamau. Khunti and
Hazaribag have been declared
sensitive in this regard.

Around 60 officials from
various departments chalked

out a strategy for preventing
opium cultivation and smug-
gling from the state in the dis-
cussion.

“It was a sensitization
programme for officials of all
concerned departments before
the start of the sowing season
of opium crop. The strategy to
prevent illegal cultivation was
framed. Several departments
including police, excise, forest,
revenue intelligence, CRPF and
health department participat-
ed in the meeting,” said the
ADG (Operations)  RK
Mallick. 

A total of 14 DSPs were
also trained on NDPS act and
the ways to carry out investi-
gation in this connection.
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Afive-member team from
the Uttar Pradesh Village

and Khadi Industries Board
visited Amda-based Khadi
Park of Jharkhand State Khadi
and Village Industries Board at
Rajnagar in Seraikela-
Kharswan district to  explore
possibilities of  a similar park
in Uttar Pradesh. 

The team led by its CEO M
P Maurya interacted with their
counterparts and studied fea-
sibility of the part.

The team comprising
senior manager Harish
Chandra Mishra, planning
officer, Mahendra Pratap, of
zonal officer of the Uttar
Pradesh Village and Khadi
Industries Board Abhay
Tripathy and auditor
Mohammad Qamar visited the
Khadi Park along with its
training and manufacturing
units in Bistupur to gathering
inputs on Khadi.

The Amda based Khadi
Park of Jharkhand State Khadi
and Village Industries Board at
Rajnagar was inaugurated by
the Governor Droupadi
Murmu in January this year. It
is State’s first green khadi park
at Amda, a hamlet in Seraikela-
Kharsawan district.

“We are really excited to be
here. In Uttar Pradesh, all our
work has been outsourced to

various societies but here in
Jharkhand the work is being
done by the board. 

We are really inspired to
see that right from spinning to
marketing, is being carried by
the board. 

This process is very inter-
esting. Therefore we have come
to get an idea of how it works.
We would like to soon build up
the same in Uttar Pradesh," said
Maurya.

Spread over two acres land,
the park has been built with a
project cost of �4 crore. It is the
first solar-based khadi park.
The board has installed 200
charkhas that will run on
renewable energy in the first
phase.

Apart from housing
accommodation facilities, the
park is equipped with a train-
ing centre for artisans for man-
ufacturing products. 

There is a separate area for
Gandhi Darshan, where statues

of Mahatma Gandhi have been
kept.

Kulwant Singh Seth, vice
president of Jharkhand State
Khadi and Village Industries
Board said the importance of
Khadi can be gauge out from
the fact that this movement has
succeeded to a large extent in
preserving traditional arts and
crafts. 

Second, it had been suc-
cessful in providing self-
employment to a large number
of people in rural areas, par-
ticularly to women, who con-
stituted the weakest sections of
society. 

He further added that
Khadi has gone mod by adopt-
ing a blending technique in
case of fabrics such as cotton,
handloom fabrics, and silks.

An in-charge of the park,
said 90 rural women had work-
ing on the charkhas. On an
average, each woman produces
around 100gm of silk threads
a day. 

The solar spinning
machines are new for them. As
they gain experience, the pro-
duction will increase. 

“The board has a number
of production units with both
manual and hi-tech machines
in rural and urban areas. But
we wanted to come up with a
one-stop facility, complete with
all necessary infrastructure,
for production of khadi,” said
an official of the board. 
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CBSE National Swimming Championship
2018 today kicked off at Mega Sports

Complex, Khelgaon, Hotwar, Ranchi. The
opening ceremony commenced with a spec-
tacular rendition of a melodious welcome song
by the choir Group of DPS, Ranchi, which is
hosting the national meet.

DG (Home Guards and Fire Services) BB
Pradhan, and Secretary Excise, Art, Culture,
Sports and Youth Affairs,  Rahul Sharma were
the Chief Guests on th eoccasion. The opening
ceremony of this mega event was graced by their
benign presence. The chief guests congratulat-
ed all the participants for being so profession-
ally accurate in their performances.

The 5-day mega event is witnessing the par-
ticipation of around 450 CBSE schools from
across the country and a few from the United
Kingdom and Saudi Arabia registered them-
selves for participation in the championship. 

The event is divided under four categories
of U-11, U-14, U-17 and U-19 for both girls and
boys.

The events include 200 mtr free style for U-
19 and U-17 categories, 200 mtr individual med-
ley for U-14 category, 50 mtr back stroke for U-

11 category in the morning session. The events
at the time of opening ceremony comprised
100mtr butterfly for U-14, U-17 and U-19 cat-
egories and 100mtr free style for U-11 catego-
ry, 400mtr individual medley for U-19 catego-
ry, 50mtr back stroke for U-11 category, 100mtr
butterfly for U-14, U-17, U-19 categories,
200mtr back stroke for U-17, and U-19 cate-
gories.

Suresh Deshwal, appointed by CBSE, Sushil
Choudhary, CBSE Technical Official, Jagdeep
Singh, CBSE Technical Official and SK Tiwari,
General Secretary, Jharkhand Swimming
Association, were the observers of this mega
event.

Principal DPS Ranchi, Dr. Ram Singh,
extended a warm welcome to the gathering. He
felt honoured that CBSE has given the oppor-
tunity of hosting such a mega affair to DPS
Ranchi and thanked them for considering
them eligible for the same. 

He said that sports is an integral part of a
student’s life and it teaches self discipline and
dedication which is important to excel in life and
brings out the best in them. He added that
Swimming is such a sport that teaches one to
thrive out of our comfort zone and gives a sense
of confidence and freedom to the swimmer.
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The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs has

approved continuation of the
nine sub-schemes of the
umbrella scheme "Atmosphere
& Climate Research-Modelling
Observing Systems & Services
(ACROSS)" during 2017-2020
at an estimated cost of �1,450
crore. The Cabinet also
approved a proposal making
jute packaging mandatory for
all food grains.

The scheme will provide
improved weather, climate and
ocean forecast and services,
thereby ensuring transfer of
commensurate benefits to the
various services like Public
weather service, disaster man-
agement, Agro-meteorological
Services, Aviation services,
Environmental monitoring ser-
vices, Hydro-meteorological

services, climate services,
tourism, pilgrimage, power
generation, water management,
Sports and adventure.

Briefing reporters after the
Cabinet meeting, Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said the scheme will be imple-
mented by the Ministry of
Earth Sciences through its
institutes namely India

Meteorological Department
(IMD), Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM),
National Centre for Medium
Range Weather Forecasting
(NCMRWF), and Indian
National Centre for Ocean
Information Service(INCOIS).

In an official statement, the
Government said the scheme
will generate employment
opportunities. "A sizable num-
ber of scientific and technical
staff alongwith requisite
administrative support, there-
by generating employment. To
ensure last-mile connectivity of
the weather based services to
the end -user, a large number
of agencies like the Krishi
Vigyana Kendras of Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research, universities and local
municipalities are roped in
thus generating employment
opportunities to many people,"

the statement said.
The Cabinet also approved

establishment of National
Facility for Airborne Research
(NFAR) with a financial com-
mitment of �130 crore during
2020-21 and beyond.

On the making jute pack-
aging mandatory, the govern-
ment said that the CCEA
approved that 100 per cent of
the food grains and 20 per cent
of the sugar shall be mandato-
rily packed in diversified jute
bags. Earlier, it was compulso-
ry to pack 90 per cent of the
food grains and 20 per cent of
the sugar in jute bags.

"Initially, 10 per cent of the
indents of jute bags for pack-
ing food grains would be
placed through reverse auction
on the GeM (Government e-
Marketplace) portal. This will
gradually usher in a regime of
price discovery," it said.
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The Centre on Thursday
denied that the American

national allegedly killed by
members of a protected tribe in
the Andamans was a mission-
ary even as it claimed his death
was due to his enthusiasm in
adventure sports and not in any
evangelist mission. However,
the American national John
Allen Chau violated local laws
to reach the highly-restricted
island, officials said. 

Chau, 27, neither informed
police as is required under the
law nor did he take permission
from the forest department
and the local administration
before reaching the North
Sentinel Island, where two fish-
ermen were also killed in 2006
by the Sentinelese tribals who

are fiercely opposed to estab-
lishing any contact with for-
eigners. 

"We even cannot carry out
proper census in the island. We
can only make an assessment of
the number of people living in
the island through aerial sur-
vey," a senior Home Ministry
official said.

Access to North Sentinel
Island and its buffer zone is
strictly restricted under
Protection of Aboriginal Tribe
(Regulation), 1956 and
Regulations under Indian
Forest Act, 1927. Recent cir-
culars of the Union Home
Ministry also restrict move-
ment of foreigners in these
areas. 

"Despite knowing fully well
about the illegality of the action
and the hostile attitude of the

Sentinelese tribesmen to the
outsiders, these people (seven
persons arrested in the case)
collaborated with John Chau
for this visit to North Sentinel
Island without any permission
from the authorities," accord-
ing to a statement by the
Director General of Andaman
and Nicobar Police Dependra
Pathak. . 

Pathak said Chau had
enlisted the help of local elec-
tronics engineer Alexander
and a water sports service
provider and hired five fisher-
men to evade the patrolling
teams of police, Coast Guard
and Navy to approach the
island. 

For this, the local fisher-
men were paid around �25,000
by Chau. "They started on
November 14 around 8 PM for

the North Sentinel Island and
reached there by midnight.
The next day, Chau moved to
shore using his kayak which he
got towed with the fishing
boat. After dropping him the
fishermen fixed their timings
and place to meet each other
between the shoreline and their
high sea fishing area. 

"In the morning of
November 17, they saw a dead
person being buried at the
shore which from the silhouette
of the body, clothing and cir-
cumstances appeared to be the
body of Chau," Pathak said in
his statement through a release
issued late on Wednesday night. 

Subsequently, they
returned to Port Blair and nar-
rated the incident to Alexander
and handed him the 13 pages
of the journal written by Chau. 
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The prestigious Indian
Institute of Mass

Communication (IIMC) will
soon get a Deemed University
status as the HRD Ministry has
granted the Letter of Intent to
the institute. The deemed uni-
versity status will enable the
institute to grant degrees
instead of diplomas. The
University Grants Commission
(UGC) had in August recom-
mended the HRD Ministry to
grant deemed university status
to the IIMC. 

"An LoI has been issued to
the IIMC and certain anom-
alies have been pointed out.
Once they are removed, the

institute will be granted
deemed university status," said
a senior HRD Ministry official. 

The institute, one of the
prestigious journalism schools
in the country which functions
under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
offers postgraduate diploma
courses in journalism, adver-
tising and public relations. 

UGC had last year formed
a four-member committee
headed by B K Kuthiala, the
vice-chancellor of Makhanlal
Chaturvedi University in
Bhopal, to analyse the propos-
al by the IIMC. The panel was
later disbanded and two com-
mittees -- one headed by
Sachidanand Joshi, member

secretary, Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA) and other headed by
M S Parmar, vice-chancellor,
Kushabhau Thakre University
of Journalism — made the
recommendation.

Based on the committee's
recommendation and inspection
team's feedback, the UGC has
recommended that the Ministry
should issue an LoI to the jour-
nalism school under the 'De
Novo' category. 'De Novo' refers
to an institution which focuses
on teaching and research in
emerging areas of knowledge.

The idea to grant deemed
university status to the IIMC is
not a new one. The
Information and Broadcasting

Ministry had also approved the
plan in 2016. The IIMC has
expanded from two campus in
Delhi and Dhenkanal to six
campuses across the country —
Jammu, Amravati, Kottayam
and Aizawl being the new ones
— over the last five years.

During a review of higher
education institutes by the Niti
Aayog in June, it was recom-
mended that the IIMC be
merged with either Jawaharlal
Nehru University's Centre for
Media Studies or Jamia Millia
Islamia's AJK Mass
Communication Research
Centre. However, the institute
as well as the Information and
Broadcasting and the HRD
Ministries rejected the idea.
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The Union Cabinet approved
on Thursday a draft bill for

the establishment of national
and State-level councils for
regulation and standardisation
of education and services pro-
vided by allied healthcare pro-
fessionals such as physiother-
apists and nutritionists.
Currently, allied and healthcare
professionals remain unidenti-
fied, unregulated and under-
utilised. The Cabinet has also
approved the setting up of
Medical College at Silvassa in
the Union Territory (UT) of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

Welcoming the move,
Union Health Minister JP
Nadda said that it will help bet-
ter medical infrastructure and
enhance medical education
opportunities to youth.

He said that the draft bill
for the establishment of nation-
al and State-level councils for
regulation and standardisation
of education and services pro-

vided by allied healthcare pro-
fessionals will cover 15 major
professional categories, includ-
ing 53 professions in allied and
healthcare streams.

Offences and penalties
clauses have been included in
the bill to check malpractices.

He said professional advi-
sory bodies under the central
and State councils will examine
issues in detail and provide rec-
ommendations relating to spe-
cific recognised categories.

Nadda stated that this leg-
islation will bring all existing
allied and healthcare profes-
sionals on board within a few
years from the date of estab-
lishment of the council.

"This will pave the way for
high quality multi-discipli-
nary care in line with the
vision of Ayushman Bharat,"
he said.

The central council will
comprise 47 members, of
whom 14 shall be ex-officio
members representing diverse
and related roles and functions

and remaining 33 shall be non-
ex-officio members who main-
ly represent the 15 profession-
al categories, the statement
said.

The State councils are
also envisioned to mirror the
central council, comprising
seven ex-officio and 21 non-ex-
officio members, and chair-
person to be elected from
amongst the non-ex-officio
members.

The bill will also have an
overriding effect on any other
existing law for any of the
covered professions.  It also
empowers the central and State
Governments to make rules.

According to statement
here, he nod for setting up the
medical college at Silvassa, UT
Administration of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli at a capital cost of
�189 crore will be incurred in
two years, 2018-19(�114 crore)
and 2019-20(�75 crore) with
yearly intake of 150 students.
The project will be completed
by 2019-20.
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While India is taking its
own time to allow the

cultivation of cannabis (mari-
juana) in the country, experts
including scientists have raised
a chorus calling for legalising it
as is being done by many
developed nations to reap the
benefits of the growing medi-
cinal and industrial green herb
market. 

Currently, Uttarakhand is
the only State in the country to
have legalised the cultivation
and production of hemp (a
variety of marijuana)  for
industrial purposes. 

On Friday, scientists from
CSIR labs such as J&K based-
Institute of Integrative
Medicine (IIIM) and  Institute
of Himalayan Bio-resource
Technology in Palampur (HP)
besides senior doctors from
premier health and research
institutes like AIIMS, Tata

Memorial Hospital, Mumbai
and experts from Narcotics
Control Bureau among others
will be holding a brain storm-
ing session here to deliberate
and establish an action plan to
cash in on the potential future
opportunities of the cannabis.

The event "Cannabis R&D
in India: A Scientific, Medical
& Legal Perspective"  has been
organised by the  Bombay
Hemp Company (BOHECO),
a first startup in India to study
the medical and industrial use
of cannabis in partnership with
the CSIR and the CSIR -IIIM . 

Ram Vishwakarma,
Director of the Jammu-based
IIIM, which has obtained com-
mercial licence from the State
Government to grow cannabis
at its research station, said that
they are already in talk with
NITI Aayog and the Drug
Controller General of India's
office for a suitable policy to
legalise cannabis cultivation

and for research into its med-
icinal use. "Cannabis-derived
API (active pharmaceutical
industry) alone has a $23 bil-
lion export possibility from
India. In future, India could be
a large supplier to the world for
CBD-derived API," he added.

For its clinical trial, the
CSIR-IIIM is in touch with all
reputed cancer hospitals in the
country to test the drugs on ter-
minal patients. "We expect to
have results for regulatory
approvals in a year or two before
we can release our research for
commercial exploitation," said
Vishwakarma.

Sanjay Kumar, Director,
CSIR-IHBT too said that the
herb serves as a major
painkiller for the patients suf-
fering with cancer third stage.
Apart from many medicinal
and industrial benefits, the
plants can also provide liveli-
hood to the farmers. "It is eco-
friendly, need less water, does

not  attract pests and animals
like monkeys, its bio-product
can be used for fuel purpose.
Given its enormous benefits, it's
high time that the government
come out from the myth and
doubts surrounding this plant.
We need to focus on the vari-
ety with is less narcotic," Dr
Kumar said.

Jahan Peston Jamas,Co-
founder, BOHECO said: "The
cannabis plant is a victim of
misperception despite being
an integral part of Indian cul-
ture. For thousands of years, it
has been a trusted ingredient in
the treatment of various ail-
ments. 

"Yet cannabis is mired in
ambiguity when it comes to its
application in modern health-
care. Till now, there has been
limited debate in India on the
medicinal, legal and scientific
aspects of using cannabis-
derived products as medicine,"
he said.
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Relatives of the deceased per-
sons whose organs are

donated to the needy may be
soon 'compensated' with med-
ical/social support of up to �5
lakh, if a proposal of the Health
Ministry sees the light of the day. 

The move, that 'compen-
satory support' should be doled
out to any relative who has to
go through the medical trauma
of donating the organ of the
family member, aims to boost
deceased organ donation,
which is dismally low in the
country, said Dr Anil Kumar,
National Organ Transplant pro-
gramme officer in the Ministry
of Health. He said the propos-

al is now with the Finance
Ministry.

Dr Kumar said to begin
with the proposal has been
made to ensure social support
to dependents of 1,500 organ
donor families for cadaver
organ donation towards med-
ical treatment and or education
of dependents up to �5 lakh per
donor. "The figure 1,500 is ten-
tative. It might change depend-
ing on the number of donation,"
he expressed confidence.

However, while on the one
hand, the Government is taking
several steps to promote organ
donation in the society, on the
other hand many of these
organs are often not properly
utilised owing to poor infra-

structure, financial constraints
and shortage of doctors. Also,
not all States have adopted the
Transplantation of Human
Organs and Tissues Act 2011.

Little wonder that the num-
ber of organ donation has wit-
nessed a decline as compared to
last year, if one goes by the
National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) data. In 2018, there
have been 4,805 kidney trans-
plants (deceased- 892 and liv-
ing 3913), 180 heart trans-
plants  and 1,130 (deceased 459,
living -671) liver transplants,
145 lung transplants, 13 pan-
creas transplants, five hand
transplants and one small bowl
transplant so far. 

New Delhi: Is there a parallel
system running in jails?," the
Supreme Court asked on
Thursday while referring to
media reports that LED TV, sofa
and other prohibited items were
found in a Tihar jail cell where
Unitech MD Sanjay Chandra
and his brother Ajay have been
lodged. A Bench headed by
Justice Madan B Lokur asked

the Centre as to what action has
been taken in the matter. 

It said a report by
Additional Sessions Judge, who
carried out inspection in the jail
on September 4 following com-
plaints from inmates that the
Chandra brothers and others
were enjoying "luxurious
lifestyle", was already available.

"Report of a judge says that
Unitech officials are enjoying
facilities in Tihar. Is there a par-
allel system running in jails? Do
they have special rights in jails?
What have you done about
it?," the bench, also comprising
justice Deepak Gupta, asked the

Centre's counsel. "These per-
sons are enjoying TV. God
knows what all they are enjoy-
ing. 

They are sitting on sofas,"
the bench observed. Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) Aman
Lekhi, appearing for the
Centre, said that action must be
taken in such cases and such
instances have to be "tackled
seriously". When the ASG said
the top court was dealing with
the issue related to speedy
trial for undertrial prisoners,
the bench observed, "We are
dealing with something which
is shocking". PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court said on Thursday it
may cancel the bail granted to
former Jharkhand Minister
Yogendra Sao and his MLA
wife Nirmala Devi, accused in
rioting cases in 2016, for 
violating conditions imposed
by it.

The top court asked the
couple to argue on the next date
of hearing as to why the bail
granted to them in riot cases
cannot be cancelled. PTI
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Jaipur: Four friends died after
they allegedly jumped before a
moving train in a suspected
suicide pact in Rajasthan's
Alwar district, police said on
Thursday.

Police officials said a pri-
mary probe revealed that they
were depressed due to unem-
ployment but the exact reason
for taking the extreme step was
yet to be ascertained.

The Congress slammed the
BJP Government at the Centre
over the incident in poll-bound
Rajasthan, saying it had not
created the promised jobs.

"The BJP and its

Government at Centre has cre-
ated such a situation in the
country," Congress spokesper-
son Manish Tewari said on
Thursday.

He said the BJP had
promised to provide 10 crore
jobs in five years, but its gov-
ernment was able to create only
8.5 lakh jobs.

Two friends of the youths,
Rahul and Santosh, told the
police that the six of them were
near railways tracks Tuesday
evening when they decided to
commit suicide. 

While Manoj (24),
Satyanarayan Meena (22) and

Rituraj Meena (17) died
instantly after jumping before
the train, Abhishek Meena (22)
was injured and succumbed to
injuries later in the evening. 

Rahul and Santosh, how-
ever, did not take the extreme
step, they said.

"There is more than one
version about the incident and
we are probing the matter.
Anything concrete can be said
only after the investigation is
over," SP Alwar Rajendra Singh
said.

Another police official said
the youths were depressed as
they were unemployed.

"One of the boys who did
not jump said he was called by
Satyanarayan Meena near the
railway tracks on Tuesday
evening," the police official said.

"They told him that they
were going to commit suicide
because they were depressed
and unemployment was the
main reason. However, the
matter is being probed to ascer-
tain more details," the official
added.

While, Manoj and
Satyanaran were graduates and
were preparing for competitive
exams, Rituraj was a BA first
year student.  PTI

New Delhi: "Negligence" of people led to last
month's Amritsar tragedy in which 60 people
were mowed down by a train as they watched
Dussehra celebrations while standing on a rail-
way track, the Chief Commissioner of Railway
Safety said in his provisional report on Thursday,
virtually giving the railways a clean chit in the
case. "Having carefully considered the factual
material and circumstantial evidences so far
available at my disposal, I have provisionally
come to the conclusion that the unfortunate inci-
dent of running over of 60 persons near Jaura-
Fatak near Amritsar railway station of Ferozpur
division of Northern Railways on October 19,
2018 at 6:55 pm occurred due to the negligence
of persons reportedly standing on and near rail-
way track witnessing Dussehra Mela at Dhobi
Ghat," CCCRS S K Pathak said in the report, a
copy of which is with PTI.  PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday sought the
Centre's response on a petition
seeking quota benefit in
Government employment for
people with speech and lan-
guage disability.

'Speech and language dis-
ability' refers to a permanent
disability arising out of condi-
tions such as laryngectomy or
aphasia affecting one or more
components of speech and lan-
guage due to organic or neu-
rological causes.

A bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and justices K M
Joseph and M R Shah issued
notice to the Centre on the PIL
filed by Reepal Kansal that said
that though disabled persons

falling in the category of
'speech and language disabili-
ty" are getting the benefit of
reservation in education, the
same is not given to them in
public employment.

Lawyer Yadunandan
Bansal, appearing for Kansal,
said the Centre was unjustified
in not granting reservation in
employment to people with
speech and language disabili-
ties and it amounted to dis-
crimination.

The petition, filed through
advocate Ashutosh Garg, said
not granting quota benefit to
such disabled people was "fla-
grant violation of their rights
under the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016". PTI
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The first ever labour and
employment study centre

was opened here by Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. 

Named after Dasrath
Manjhi, the celebrated moun-
tain man of Gaya district, the
institute will take care of
labourers from Bihar going to
other places, develop their skill
and also impart them legal
aspects and educate about legal
implications of the labour laws.

Nitish said Bihar had been
a big centre of sending out
labour class to different cities to
eke out a livelihood but now the
situation ahs changed and the
number of labourers going out
has decreased. “The decen-
tralised implementation of var-
ious schemes has enhanced the
income of working class. Even

though there is no big industry
in Bihar the GDP rate of the
State was 10 per cent,” he said.

The Bihari workers not
only go to other States but other
countries too. Nitish said a
good number of Biharis are
working in Bhutan while 51 per
cent of Bihari origin are living
in Mauritius and they are play-
ing their role in the develop-
ment of those countries.

The officials said 11 lakh

labourers were registered but
the CM said this figure was not
correct and the labour class
should be motivated to get
registered and they should be
informed about the schemes
aimed at their welfare. With
their skill development their
working capability and income
could be increased, he added.

The institute will be affili-
ated to Chanakya Law
University and talks were on for

its registration with VV Giri
National Labour Institute
which would help the working
class to know about the legal
aspects and its implementation.

Nitish also referred to dry
law in Bihar and said it has
helped poor and working class
the most as the workers were in
habit of consuming alcohol
and spending a good part of
their income on boozing. Now
they were spending that money
on positive aspects of their life.

Deputy CM Sushil Modi
said for the construction
labourers State has launched 13
schemes which included a
compensation of Rs 4 lakh to
the kin of person killed on
work and Rs one lakh on nat-
ural death, �3,500 for pur-
chasing bicycle and �15,000 for
acquiring tools after the skill
development training.   
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Sandeep Tamgadge, the chief
investigating officer (CIO)

in the Sohrabuddin Sheikh
and Tulsiram Prajapati case,
has alleged that BJP president
and then Gujarat’s Minister of
State for Home Amit Shah
and three IPS police officers
were the principal conspirators
of the fake encounter. 

Reacting to Tamgade
claim, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi took a 
swipe at the BJP chief saying it
was “appropriate” for the BJP 
to have such a man as its 
president. 

“The Gita says you can
never escape the truth and so
it has always been. Sandeep
Tamgadge has called Amit
Shah a key conspirator in his
testimony. It’s completely

appropriate for the BJP to have
such a man as its president,”
Rahul tweeted.

Shah along with  the then
Anti-Terrorism Squad chief
DG Vanzara,  SP Rajkumar
Pandian, and the then SP of
Rajasthan Police MN Dinesh
were discharged by the court
between 2014 and 2015.

During his cross-examina-
tion in the court of Special Judge

SJ Sharma , Tamgade said that
he was calling them conspirators
with evidence. “It is not true that
I am calling these four people
conspirators without any evi-
dence,” Tamgadge said. 

Tamgadge could be the
last prosecution witness to be
examined. Out of 20 accsued
persons nine have been dis-
charged and the CBI has not
challenged the decsions to let

them go scot-free.
To a question posed by

advocate Wahab Khan,
Tamgadge said  he  personally
recorded statements of Amit
Shah, marble dealer Vimal
Patni and the then Rajasthan
Home Minister Gulabchand
Kataria. “It is not true that these
statements were not incrimi-
nating,” he said. Khan then filed
an application to bring these
statements on record.

Tamgadge defended the
case  chargesheet in which
killing of Sohrabuddin’s close
aide, Tulsiram Prajapati has
been described as a criminal-
political-nexus. He said, “ there
was evidence before me that
Sohrabuddin, Prajapati and
Azam Khan (a crucial wit-
ness) were used by Amit Shah
for firing at the office of
Popular Builder’’.
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PSathasivam, Governor of
Kerala, informed Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan  his
concern and displeasure over
the behavior of Yatheesh
Chandra, police  officer,
towards  Pon  Radhakrishnan,
Union Minister of State for
Finance, Surface Transport and
shipping when the latter visit-
ed Sabarimala on Wednesday.
He also told the Chief Minister
about his unhappiness over
the slapping of Section 144 at
the shrine.

The Governor invited the
Chief Minister to Raj Bhavan
on Thursday to discuss various
issues concerning Sabarimala.
Delegations of various political
parties including the Congress,
the principal opposition party,
had called on the Governor
early this week and had briefed
him about the shortcomings at
Sabarimala.

“I highlighted the griev-
ance expressed by Shri. Pon
Radhakrishnan, Hon. Minister
of State for Finance & Shipping.
Need to improve transport
facility between Nilackal and
Pampa also was discussed in
meeting with the Chief

Minister,” the Governor  post-
ed in his social media site
after the meeting which lasted
for 30 minutes.

“I discussed with the chief
minister the measures to
address complaints on lack of
basic amenities like drinking
water, toilets and rest rooms at
Nilackal, Pampa and on way to
Sanidhanam,” said the
Governor after the meeting.

Sabarimala had witnessed
unpleasant scenes when union
minister Pon Radhakrishnan
visited the shrine on
Wednesday. Yatheesh Chandra,
a superintendent of police  ‘mis-
behaved’ with the union minis-
ter when the former was asked
why private vehicles and out-
station vehicles were not being
allowed at Pamba. The officer
shouted at Radhakrishnan ask-
ing whether he would take the
responsibility for the same.

The Governor also dis-
cussed complaints he received
about police action and possi-
bilities of lifting restrictions
imposed through Section 144
of the CrPC . The misbehav-
iour of the Kerala Police offi-
cer towards Union Minister
Pon  Radhakrishnan had  its
fall out in Tamil Nadu .
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Bengal Urban Development
Minister and key Mamata

Banerjee aide Firhad Hakim
was on Thursday chosen the
leader of Kolkata Municipal
Corporation — a responsibil-
ity that will finally make him
thecolonial city’s next 
Mayor following the resigna-
tion of SovanChatterjee who
earlier quit his ministerial 
posts too as a culmination 
of an alleged extra-marital 
crisis.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee who personally met
123 councilors of Kolkata 
said there was no crisis in the
party following Chatterjee’s
resignation. 

“He had offered to resign
earlier also but we prevented
him from doing so but this
time he would not listen and
resigned on personal grounds
it was accepted.”

���	� ������	

The Uttar Pradesh Police
beefed up security at

Ayodhya — specially near the
disputed site — for Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and
Shiv Sena programmes at the
weekend.

While the VHP, with sup-
port from the RSS, will hold a
Dharma Sabha to demand a
legislation on the early con-
struction of Ram temple at the
disputed site on November 25,
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackarey is slated to visit the
city for two days starting
November 24. 

In order to comply with the
Supreme Court’s order and
maintain law and order, the
state government has made
elaborate security arrange-
ments in the temple town with
the deployment of Anti-Terror
Squad, additional police and
para-military forces and is
expected to press drone cam-
eras into service to monitor the
crowd.

The VHP has claimed that
over one lakh people, including
saints and sadhus, will attend
the Dharma Sabha.

DGP OP Singh on
Thursday said security arrange-
ments were reviewed and all
preparations were in place to
implement the Supreme Court
order, maintain law and order

and communal peace. 
ADG, Lucknow Zone,

Ashutosh Pandey and IG,
Lucknow Range, Sujit Pandey
will be camping at Ayodhya
from November 24 and for
administrative ease, the town
has been divided into different
sectors with each being super-
vised by a gazetted officer. 

The DGP said no mass
movement will be allowed
towards Ram Lalla makeshift
temple site. He added that
Section 144 CrPC had already
been clamped in Ayodhya and

no activity would be allowed
without the permission of the
district administration. 

Principal Secretary (Home)
Arvind Kumar said that there
was no need of any concern as
adequate security arrangements
had already been made and
directions of Supreme Court
would be strictly followed. 

On the concerns of
Muslims fearing a backlash, the
officer said their fear was
unfounded and they had been
convinced of security after dis-
trict authorities met them. 

Kumar pointed out that
over one lakh people were
expected to attend the VHP
rally. “Around 20-25 lakh pil-
grims camp in the city during
‘Chaudah Koshi Parikrama’ and
‘Panch Kosi Parikrama’ and we
can easily handle the situation
so congregation of about 1 lakh
is easily manageable,” Kumar
said exuding confidence. 

SSP of Ayodhya Joginder
Singh said they had demand-
ed 20 companies of PAC and
two companies of RAF to
maintain law and order.
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Known for his uprightness,
discipline and people-

friendly approach, IAS officer
Tukaram Mundhe has been
transferred yet again, his 12th
transfer in 13 years and fourth
since May 2016. Not unex-
pectedly, his latest transfer
from being the Nashik
Municipal Commissioner to a
relatively insignificant post as
joint secretary in the State
Planning department at
Mantralaya (State Secretariat)
has sparked protests from cit-
izens in Nashik. 

After having been trans-
ferred to the state secretariat
within nine months of being tak-
ing over as the Nashik Municipal
Commissioner, Mundhe arrived
at the Nashik Municipal
Corporation (NMC) for the last
time on Thursday morning
before handing over the charge
to the district collector, only to
witness a protest being staged by
local citizens against his sudden
transfer to Mumbai.

The protesters, who had
come to express their solidar-

ity with the outgoing Municipal
Commissioner, were shouting
slogans like “We want
Mundhe” in support and
against the Maharashtra gov-
ernment for shifting him out of
Nashik at the behest of the rul-
ing BJP’s elected representatives
at the NMC.

No wonder, around e the
same time, BJP corporators
celebrated Mundhe’s transfer by
bursting crackers at Nashik
Mayor Ranjana Bhansi’s official
bungalow “Ramayan”. The cel-
ebrations by the BJP’s elected
representatives should be seen
in the context of a proposal by
the BJP corporators to move a
non-confidence motion against
Mundhe at a special civic gen-
eral meeting that the Mayor
had called on September 1
this year ostensibly in protest
against the Municipal
Commissioner’s move to
increase the rateable value for
property tax from 3 paise 
per sq foot to 40 paise per sq
foot and likewise in differing
categories.
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Pune/Mumbai: Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray on Thursday
said the Ram temple issue is
raked up before every election
and wondered for how long will
people be ‘fooled’ with the
‘mandir wahi banayenge’ slogan.
Uddhav said during his visit to
Ayodhya on November 25, he
would “seek an answer” as to
how many more elections will
people be fooled with the slogan.

The Sena chief collected
soil from Shivneri fort in
Junnar tehsil of Pune district,
where Maratha warrior king
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
was born. He said he will carry
the soil to Ayodhya during his
visit on Sunday. PTI

��	����������	� #�#5��

Ahead of Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray’s two-day visit
to mount pressure on the ruling BJP to expedite 

construction of Ram Mandir, more than 3,000 Sena workers from
Thane and Nashik on Thursday left for Ayodhya in two 
special trains.

Waving saffron banners, bands and posters and raising slo-
gans rooting for construction of Ram Mandir, Ayodya-bound
Shiv Sainiks boarded the trains at Thane and Nashik.

The visiting Shiv Sainiks will move around with Uddhav dur-
ing his visit to Ayodhya when where he will perform aarti at
Sarayu River on Saturday, while on Sunday, he will visit the dis-
puted site and take darshan of Ram-Lalla. 
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All of us are aware from the days
of our childhood that the high-
est mountain peak in the world
is Mount Everest and it was dis-
covered by George Everest. It

was only much later that one came to know
that Sir George Everest was the Surveyor
General of India and the peak was so
named as he had discovered it to be the
highest in the world. As the Surveyor
General, he had his offices in Dehradun
and used to stay in Mussoorie. He left India
in 1843, almost 200 years ago, but his house
in Mussoorie is still being preserved and
is now a place of tourist interest.

The truth, however, is somewhat differ-
ent. It is a fact that Sir George Everest was
the Surveyor General of India from 1830 to
1843, but it is also a fact that during his tenure
of office, Mount Everest, that we know of
today, was only known as ‘Peak XV’. Everest
had neither initiated the process of measur-
ing the height of this peak, nor was he instru-
mental in its naming, which was done much
later, long after he had proceeded to England
to enjoy his retirement after 1843. Located
on the border of Nepal and Tibet, this ‘Peak
XV’ has been worshipped as a holy place by
the Tibetans, who called it Chomolungma,
the Mother Goddess of the World. In Nepal,
this peak is known as Sagarmatha, meaning
the peak of heavens. Even these days, this
peak is addressed by its traditional names,
both in Tibet and Nepal, while we have fol-
lowed what was given to us by the British ie
Mount Everest. 

In fact, the name Everest was given by
Col Sir Andrew Waugh of Bengal Engineers,
who succeeded Everest as the Surveyor
General of India from 1844 to 1861.
Circumstances under which ‘Peak XV’ was
named as Mount Everest are rather peculiar
and reveal a very biased handling of the mat-
ter so that the entire credit goes to the British
officers of the East India Company. Going
through the historical records of the Survey
of India Volume IV: 1830 to 1843, pertaining
to the tenure of Sir George Everest, one can
observe at a glance that he had shown no
interest in ‘Peak XV’ during this period. It was
his successor, Andrew Waugh, who made the
official announcement of ‘Peak XV’ being the
highest known peak of the world in 1856, the
measurements had, of course, been initiat-
ed much earlier and finalised by our own
Radha Nath Sikdar in 1849. 

Recognising the work of Sikdar, the
Government of India had issued a postage
stamp in his honour in 2004. But his work
is of such a great importance that issuing a
postage stamp and then forgetting about him
does not do full justice to his unique and great
contribution. It was Sir George Everest who
had recruited Sikdar in the great trigonomet-
rical survey and became extremely fond of
him. Volume IV of the Historical records of
Survey of India, pertaining to his tenure, have
the following mention about Sikdar:

“Radanauth is high in favour
with everybody, and universal-
ly beloved in the GT Survey. You
will not know him for the same
person when you see him again,
for he is no longer a puny
stripling, but a hardy energetic
young man, ready to undergo
any fatigue, and acquire a prac-
tical knowledge of all parts of his
profession. …There are few of
my instruments which he can-
not manage; and none of my
computations of which he is not
thoroughly master. …Eventually
he will furnish a convincing
proof that the aptitude of your
countrymen for the practical, as
well as the theoretical, parts of
mathematics is in no wise infe-
rior to that of Europeans.” 

“Of the qualifications of the
young man himself I cannot
speak too highly. In his math-
ematical attainments there are
few in India, whether European
or Native, who can at all com-
pete with him, and…even in
Europe those attainments
would rank very high.”

Later, on account of a spe-
cial technique developed by
Sikdar for accurate computation
of heights and distances  through
Spherical Trigonometry, he vir-
tually became indispensable to
the organisation and rose to
become the Chief Computer in
the office of SGI. In that position,
he moved from Dehradun to
Kolkata in 1849. As to why
Andrew Waugh gave the name
Everest, even though he had left
the scene long ago, is an inter-
esting piece of history.

Had SG Burrard, a later
Surveyor General of India, not
acknowledged the good work of
Radhanath Sikdar through a

research paper published in
1904 in the scientific journal
Nature, these facts would not
have come to light. He published
in detail various steps taken for
the measurement of ‘Peak XV’.
This in a way also exposed the
machinations of Andrew Waugh
who had tried his level best to
take credit away from, to where
it truly belonged, that is
Radhanath Sikdar. 

It is human nature that in
case something important is
achieved, one tries to take cred-
it or gives credit to someone, but
in this case, Waugh specifically
mentioned that Sikdar had noth-
ing to do with this work, indicat-
ing his bias. Later, he could be
seen placating him by asking
him that he should be happy that
the peak had been named after
his mentor. Andrew Waugh also
gave the additional charge of the
Indian Metrological Department
to Sikdar, raising his salary to
�600 per month. This was
unheard for an Indian in those
days. Clearly, all these efforts
were to keep him happy but
away from the core of the 
survey work. 

SG Burrard’s publication in
the Nature specifically men-
tioned that the Chief Computer
(who was Radhanath Sikdar)
from Calcutta had informed
Andrew Waugh in 1852 that the
peak designated ‘XV’ had been
found to be higher than any
other highest measured peak in
the world at that time. Raw data
from theodolites, taken from
seven observation stations at
Jirol, Mirzapur, Janjpati, Ladiva,
Haripur, Minai and Doom
Dongi was collected at the
trigonometrical survey at

Calcutta. This was then
processed by Radhanath Sikdar
and conveyed to Andrew
Waugh that ‘Peak XV’ had been
measured at 29,002 feet, taking
the mean value of all observa-
tions. Considering that the sci-
entific instrumentation available
at that time was only of a rudi-
mentary nature, the level of
accuracy reached was almost
100 per cent, and this figure has
not undergone any change,
despite the current state of tech-
nological progress.

Correspondence between
Waugh and Sikdar reveals that
Waugh did privately acknowl-
edge the achievement of Sikdar
but did not recognise his work
on record and in public. In his
letter dated August 25, 1856,
Waugh wrote to Sikdar that he
was glad to hear that naming the
peak as Everest had given the lat-
ter a lot of satisfaction. Thus, it
is clear that the name Everest was
given to ensure that Sikdar, who
could have been the rightful
claimant for credit, did not
object as he was extremely fond
of Everest, who had recruited
him in service. The situation
would have remained obscure
but for the research paper of SG
Burrard in 1904. Later, Professor
Meghnad Saha acknowledged
this feat in 1938 by giving Sikdar
full credit. Earlier, Kenneth
Mason in 1928, recognised his
work as also John Keay in his
book, The Great Arc. 

In the given situation,
changing the name of Mount
Everest to Mount Sikdar
Everest will perhaps do full jus-
tice to Radhanath Sikdar and
give him worldwide recogni-
tion, which was legitimately his
due, long time ago. We do not
have to seek anybody’s
approval for such a change as
the rationale is all well-docu-
mented. Even if the world
continues to call it Everest, in
India, we could still call it
Sikdar Everest. 

On several earlier occa-
sions, achievements of Indian
scientists have not been recog-
nised, as Sir JC Bose could have
got the Nobel Prize for Physics
or at least shared it with
Marconi for his work on wire-
less and radio; SN Bose could
have got the Nobel Prize way
back in 1932 for his work with
Einstein on Bose Einstein con-
densate but atleast he was recog-
nised, though belatedly naming
the God particle, Higgs-Boson
after him. Naming Everest as
Sikdar Everest would be a
recoginition of a scientist whose
work has stood the test of time.
Besides it would also justifiably
add to our national pride.  

(The writer is a retired Delhi
Police Commissioner and former
Uttarakhand Governor)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“A dignified exit” (November 22).
Though External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj’s decision to not
contest the 2019 General Election
on health grounds comes as a bolt
from the blue, it must be respect-
ed. The seasoned parliamentarian,
during her entire political stint,
neither took any hasty decisions
on any issue nor embarrassed the
party with any caustic remarks. In
a nutshell, she was a good orator
who carried out the tasks while in
office and outside with remarkable
precision, thereby endearing her-
self to everybody. 

The 66-year-old leader was
more at ease working under
Vajpayee-Advani and, therefore,
that she wanted to call it an end
is, to a certain extent, correct. At
the same time, attributing her sud-
den decision to retire from poli-
tics when she had the strength and
ability to carry on for another term
to the present regime is unaccept-
able. 

In fact, her decision to exit
gracefully is not only wise but
mature, which must be respected
by all rather than attaching strings
to it and politicising the issue. All

said and done, her exit is also a
reminder to ageing leaders to
give way to the youth instead of
waiting to be pushed out. 

KR Srinivasan
Secunderabad

���		������

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Storm in a Tweecup” (November

22). Twitter CEO, Jack Dorsey’s
‘Smash Brahmanical Patriarchy’
placard has understandably riled
up some Indians. It was a calcu-
lated move to stoke divisiveness,
which is what Twitter feeds on. For
the platform to work, it needs
engagement — and it gets engage-
ment by stoking outrage. 

It looks like spreading hatred
is good business. And Dorsey is
nothing but a businessman who

seems to believe that the ends jus-
tify the means. Accept it or not, it
has to be said that patriarchy is a
very uniform concept, in the
sense that it exists in all societies,
religions, cultures and countries
without any exception. 

Black men are as patriarchal
as their white counterparts;
American men are as unfair to
women as their Indian counter-
parts, and Brahmins as patriarchal

as Kshatriyas, or Dalits, or men
who follow Christianity or Islam,
or Judaism. Dorsey travels the
world and interacts with different
people. He surely knows that
patriarchy is not a regional, com-
munal or sectarian problem. It is
spread across in every sphere. 

JS Acharya
Hyderabad

�������		��	���

Sir — Small towns in India deserve
more attention of the
Government. There is a need for
increased allocation of funds for
the development of basic ameni-
ties, like sanitation, sewerage and
safe drinking water. The focus of
the Modi Government so far has
been on developing urban areas,
but in doing so, small towns and
villages have got little attention. To
get the balance right, small towns,
which have enormous growth
potential, should be given ade-
quate attention and right policies
should be framed by the
Government in this regard.

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal 
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It is a well-established fact that
a country’s sanitation standards
play an important role in boost-

ing its tourism inflows. Public toi-
lets, especially, can make or break
a country’s image. But can public
restrooms be turned into a cultur-
al experience? 

Unimaginable as it may seem,
Libo, a picturesque county in
China’s Guizhou Province, has done
just that. Tourism being the main-
stay of the economy in Libo, pop-
ularly called the Green Emerald
because of its breath-taking green
lakes, the famed Seven Holes Bridge
(a UNESCO world heritage site)
and lush landscape, public toilets
here are not just free and hygienic
but have been so planned and built

that users get a glimpse of their rich
cultural heritage as well.  

Called service stations, the
eight public toilet complexes in Libo
weave tradition and culture with
modern sanitation infrastructure to
showcase the fascinating history of
its ethnic communities. 

This has been done so that
tourists can learn about their
unique customs and culture, say
local officials. 

Much like India, each of the 56
ethnic communities in China has its
own unique costumes, jewellery,
language, music and musical instru-
ments and scripts. 

Spreading greater awareness of
the history and folklore of these
ethnic communities is the Yao
Service Station. Named after the
Yao ethnic community, this public
toilet complex has used a 160-year-
old Zhangaoshu tree to tell an
interesting tale. 

The purpose of building the
restrooms around this Zhangaoshu,
or Sticky Paste tree as it is known,
was because the bark and juice

extracted from this tree have been
traditionally used by the Yaos to
weave fabric and make the famed
indigo dye. 

Known for their expertise in
weaving, dyeing and embroidery,
the Yaos are believed to have first
developed their craft during the
time of the Han Dynasty. 

In the two-storyed Yao service
station, there is more than just sep-
arate women’s, men’s and unisex toi-
lets (these have extra baby seats,
safety handrails and speakers).
Stories of the Yao community line
the walls in addition to a café, a tea-
tasting room and a library. 

Since the restrooms are situat-
ed on the ground floor to cater to
the special demands of the elderly,
women, children and people with
disabilities, the Yao exhibits have
been strategically placed so that
when visitors walk out of the
restrooms, they are bound to see
them as well as the tree. They can
also step into the café for a quick
bite or relax in the library, brows-
ing books.

The local government has out-
sourced these service stations to
private companies to ensure that the
quality of hygiene is maintained. So
while the toilets are free, revenue is
generated from the café to help sus-
tain the facility. Now with the
increase in the number of tourists,
(mostly domestic), from nine mil-
lion in 2016 to 12 million in 2017,
six more such service stations have
been planned.

It is not just Libo which has
invested heavily in upgrading its
infrastructure. Guizhou has invest-
ed 1.243 billion yuan ($198 million)
in building and upgrading 3,200
public toilets in the entire province
since 2015. 

The decision to make public
loos more than just toilets was taken
after a three-year “toilet revolution”
was launched in China in 2015 by
President Xi Jinping to build better
bathrooms at tourist sites. 

A sum of 20 billion yuan ($3.03
billion) has already been spent on
installing and improving 68,000 toi-
lets located at tourist destinations

across the country, according to
Chinese media reports. 

Now there is a bid to improve
toilets in the rural areas much like
the Swachh Bharat campaign initi-
ated by the Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2014. In fact, it
was believed that inspiration for the
toilet revolution in China came
from the India.

India, too, has made progress in
its  cleanliness campaign.
Government statistics show that
just a little less than 80 million toi-
lets have been built and 89 per cent
of the population have access to a
toilet. But toilets at tourist spots
have somehow not received the
same priority and focus. The pho-
tograph of incomplete toilets at the
recently opened Statute of Unity
complex is a case in point. Could
not the inauguration have waited
until everything was completed?
Considering the huge sum of
money spent on building the
Statute, why was this aspect over-
looked? 

The lack of basic facilities at

prominent tourist destinations not
only leaves a bad impression but
also impacts negatively on tourism.
In Karnataka, for example, the
2014-15 Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India’s report
found that 33 per cent of the peo-
ple were unhappy with basic facil-
ities such as toilets and their main-
tenance at tourist destinations. This
translated in a decline in tourist
inflow and consequently, a decline
in tourism revenue.

It is unrealistic to expect Indian
restrooms to become cultural hubs.
But clean, hygienic and user-friend-
ly public toilets are a must. Sulabh
International has a good record and
could be given the responsibility in
conjunction with other like-mind-
ed NGOs. 

Maybe there is a need to adapt
from the Chinese Government’s ini-
tiative to rate toilets and also
penalise laggards to ensure stan-
dards of hygiene are maintained at
public restrooms.

(The writer is  a senior 
journalist)

'�
����	�������������
��

�������'������( '���)�*����+,-�+./0

���	���	��	���	���������	���	�����	�����	�����
�����
��	����������	����	������	���

�������	���	��������	���	��	����	���	����
D���	������
���	������

���	����	��
-	��	���	�	��	����	�������	���
���	�	����	��������	��-	����	���	����	��	�����
�������	�	���	�����	������
D������	�����	�	������	����	������
����	��������

(4����� 4�"(4��	

Failure and age are the two biggest reasons
why people do not venture out of their
comfort zone and try new, exciting and
innovative ideas. This shows that indi-
vidual or societal perception of failure is

directly proportional to entrepreneurial attitude
and intention in an economy. We all love to hear
stories of young entrepreneurs, from Mark
Zuckerberg, who changed the way we commu-
nicate with the world, to our very own Ritesh
Agarwal, who is known to be one of the youngest
CEOs in the Indian hotel industry besides being
the first resident Indian to be awarded the pres-
tigious Thiel Fellowship. With the advent of
booming techpreneurs around the world, youth
have become synonymous with entrepreneurial
success. Does that mean that youth and inexpe-
rience are better than experience in both life and
industry? Not really. A study by the Kauffman
Foundation states that the average age of success-
ful start-up founders is 40 with at least six to 10
years of industry experience. They are twice as
likely to be launched by people over 55 as well as
people of age group 20 to 34, thereby bursting all
myths linking youth and entrepreneurship. 

Additionally, according to a recent survey by
First Round, a early-stage venture capital fund,
almost one-third of start-up founders are over 40.
In fact, busting the myth, failure may not be a bad
word in a start-up world either, since an entre-
preneur, who has never experienced failure, is
untested and has not learnt from adversity.
Quite a few venture capitalists have been known
to invest in entrepreneurs who have undergone
multiple entrepreneurial failures. There could be
several reasons for failures like bad timing,
funding, or product-market fit. It is not failure that
would matter the most but the kind of lessons an
entrepreneur is able to draw from it and how many
times s/he gets back up on his/her feet. This intrin-
sic ability of bouncing back from a failure and a
‘never-say-die’ attitude makes an entrepreneur
successful. Failure is a great teacher and all entre-
preneurs must learn from it.

We all know about the world’s most success-
ful entrepreneurs. However, we are unaware of the
failures they have faced to reach where they are.
Steve Jobs was an unconventional leader and an
impressive entrepreneur not only because of his
tremendous innovations but his innate ability to
make emphatic comebacks from almost irrecov-
erable failures. Having found success very early
in his 20s, Jobs was fired from the very compa-
ny he created, Apple, at the age of 30. Undaunted
by the failure, Jobs found a new company, NeXT,
which was eventually acquired by Apple. Once
back, Jobs proved his capacity for greatness by
reinventing the company’s image and taking the
Apple brand to new heights.

Not many of us realise that one of the world’s
wealthiest persons, Bill Gates, tasted failure early
in his entrepreneurial life with his first venture,
an early version of big data, Traf-O-Data, which
was a complete disaster. However, the failure did
not hold Gates back from exploring new oppor-
tunities, and a few years later, he created his first
Microsoft product and forged a new path to suc-
cess. Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon, who recent-
ly surpassed Bill Gates as the richest man on this
planet, also has had his shares of failures. Before

Amazon became a household name, the
company’s CEO had several failed
ideas. One of the most notable was an
online auction site which evolved into
zShops, a brand that ultimately failed.
Still, CEO Jeff Bezos re-purposed the
idea into what eventually became the
Amazon Marketplace. 

Walt Disney, one of the most cre-
ative geniuses of the 20th century, after
being fired from a newspaper apparent-
ly for lacking creativity, formed his first
animation company called Laugh-O-
Gram Studio, which failed due to the
closing of an important distributor part-
ner. Disney achieved success later in
Hollywood after facing similar criti-
cisms and failures. 

The journey for making Hershey’s
successful was not as sweet for Milton
Hershey as their chocolates taste. After
his initial three candy-related ven-
tures failed, his fourth attempt in this
business started showing results, which
eventually led him to create Hershey
Company, one of the well-known com-
panies in the candy industry and also
led to realise the dream of milk choco-
lates for the masses. 

There are numerous entrepreneurs
for whom age is just a number and one
can find these examples in all industries.
Colonel Harland Sanders, the man
behind the world famous KFC’s chick-
en recipe, is far from being an ideal
entrepreneur. Having faced troubled
early years, Sanders slowly gained pop-
ularity for his delicious chicken recipe
while working at a local service station
in Kentucky. In 1952, at the age of 62,
Sanders franchised his ‘Kentucky Fried
Chicken’ for the first time. Today, KFC
has over 18,800 outlets in 118 different
countries and territories.

McDonald’s, which is highly pop-
ular in India as well as around the world
as one of the leading fast food outlets,
was popularised by Ray Kroc using the
franchise model who finally ended up

buying the company from the
McDonald family for $2.7 million at the
age of 52.

In entrepreneurship, information
networks are inefficient, which provide
opportunities to the founders to use
their unique prior knowledge to fill
existing gaps, and experience plays a
vital role in it. Often, these unique
opportunities reveal themselves with
time, learning and exposure to a vari-
ety of challenges to make a product bet-
ter or a service more efficient, and pro-
vides compelling value proposition
and the basis of a successful company. 

Experience also helps founders to
have deeper networks, team managing
capabilities and better business skills to
deliver on their vision. Although fail-
ure is not being eulogised and is not a
pre-requisite for success, it has its own
part to play and lends the capacity to
build valuable character traits for entre-
preneurial success such as tenacity, per-
severance and resilience, which are all
vital for any kind of long-term success. 

There are several reasons why
entrepreneurs, who start businesses
later in life, have a better chance of
reaching success. The first reason is
experience, with the most obvious and
undeniable benefit of starting a busi-
ness later in life. As one grows older,
the level of business acumen and
hands-on experience along with
patience can give a business the best
chance it has at success. 

Over the years, there has been an
economic shift from industrial to
knowledge-based processes where age
makes entrepreneurs more valuable as 
professionals because it brings more
skills and knowledge to the table. This
economic shift will support older
entrepreneurs who decide to make a go
of it later in life because one can trans-
form experience into a highly sought-
after commodity. 

Second, a large and diverse network

of peers and colleagues provide invalu-
able connections to drive a business.
This depth of a thriving network often
takes years to build. So, age is certain-
ly an asset in this situation. 

Third, goal-setting is an integral
part of starting and running a business
and is necessary on a consistent basis
during the life of the business.
Experience makes an entrepreneur a
seasoned goal-setter, and the process of
outlining a desired outcome as well as
the actions needed to make outcome a
reality, become second nature. It helps
the founder move forward in a more
efficient, cost-effective and productive
way. An entrepreneur who has “been
there, done that” has a better chance of
being backed by investors who are look-
ing for older, seasoned and experienced
entrepreneurs who are able to make
smarter investments. 

Fourth, as a financially secure,
seasoned professional, older entrepre-
neurs have more options when it
comes to the path to entrepreneurship
— buying into a franchise; leveraging
the power of an already successful
brand and making it their own legacy;
forming a partnership with a fellow
entrepreneur and splitting the costs,
workload and profits or; becoming an
investor, moving to the other side of the
table by providing capital for someone
else’s business idea, in return to a per-
centage of the business, leaving the
work for the younger lot to handle. 

Sustaining a business isn’t easy and
it takes hard work and discipline to
reach success. An entrepreneur should
not only learn from mistakes, reflect
and accept the failure but revisit the
business with passion and keep pursu-
ing goals no matter what. So, don’t
count yourself out no matter what your
age. Experience from failures and life
lessons are crucial for an entrepreneur.

(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Amity University)
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Nissan board members
appeared poised to oust

disgraced tycoon Carlos Ghosn
as chairman on Thursday, after
his spectacular arrest for finan-
cial misconduct stunned the
car industry and the business
world.

Ghosn stands accused of
under-reporting his income
by millions of dollars and a host
of other financial irregularities,
in a stunning fall from grace for
the once-revered titan of the
auto sector.

The 64-year-old Brazil-
born tycoon is credited with
turning around the Japanese
brand and forged an alliance
with Renault and Mitsubishi
Motors that last year sold 10.6
million cars between them —
more than any other firm in the
world.

Ghosn’s fate appears all
but sealed after his hand-picked
replacement as CEO, Hiroto
Saikawa, launched an aston-
ishing broadside at his mentor
following his arrest on Monday
at a Tokyo airport as he land-
ed in his private jet.

Saikawa said “too much
authority” had been placed in
the chairman’s hands and
lamented the “dark side of the
Ghosn era”, as he called the
board meeting to fire him.

Seven board members will
vote on the motion to dismiss
Ghosn, which needs a simple
majority to pass. Insiders say
Saikawa would likely not have
suggested the ouster unless he
were sure of support from his
fellow board members.

“This would not have been
proposed if there had been any
doubt and the results of the
investigations have already
been presented to the board

members,” a source close to the
company told.

Appointing a new chair-
man will take some time as it
has to be approved by share-
holders, but Saikawa is seen as
front-runner.

Even if removed as chair-
man, Ghosn will technically
remain on the board as a share-
holders’ meeting is required to
oust him.

Ghosn is being held in a
Tokyo detention centre and has
not been seen in public nor
made any comments since his
arrest.

He received a visit from
Brazilian consul Joao de
Mendonca on Thursday who
told news agency AFP that
Ghosn “sounded very well, in
good health”.

On Wednesday, prosecu-
tors successfully applied to
extend his custody for an addi-
tional 10 days as they step up
their questioning.

Authorities believe Ghosn
and an American executive
Greg Kelly “conspired to under-
state Ghosn’s income five times
between June 2011 to June
2015”, reporting a total of five
billion yen in income ($44
million) instead of the actual 10
billion yen.

Deputy chief prosecutor
Shin Kukimoto said that the
type of crime Ghosn is accused

of is “one of the most serious
types of crime” under Japan’s
Financial Instruments Act.

Under the law, companies
themselves can also be held
accountable for the falsified
documents, Kukimoto said,
following reports that prose-
cutors believe Nissan also has
a case to answer.

Public broadcaster NHK
said Nissan had paid “huge
sums” to provide Ghosn with
luxury homes in Rio de Janeiro,
Beirut, Paris and Amsterdam
“without any legitimate busi-
ness reason”.

Ghosn had a reputation as
a hard-nosed workaholic with
had no qualms about closing
factories and slashing jobs —
earning the nickname “Le Cost
Killer” in France, where 47,000
employees work for Renault.

But his exorbitant salary
and flashy lifestyle — at odds
with Japanese corporate culture
— drew fire and his current
accommodation will be a far
cry from his usual expensive
surroundings.

The arrest has sparked
questions over whether the
alliance of Nissan, Renault and
Mitsubishi Motors can survive
without Ghosn, seen as the glue
holding together his fractious
creation, which globally
employs around 450,000 peo-
ple.

According to the Financial
Times, the fall from grace
came as Ghosn was working
on a full-blown merger of
Nissan and Renault. This was
opposed by executives in the
Japanese firm that has ended
up being the most profitable
player in the partnership and
the FT said Ghosn’s departure
could be used as a pretext to
rebalance the alliance in
Nissan’s favour. Governments

in Paris and
Tokyo have
been scram-
bling to con-
tain the fall-
out from the
arrest ,  with
P r e s i d e n t
E m m a n u e l
Macron saying
France would
be “extremely
vigilant” about
the stability of
Renault and
the alliance.

������	�����	�����	��
����	�*���	��	5*������

��	� ��	
����

The Commerce Ministry is
not in favour of cutting or

eliminating customs duties on
seven categories of ICT prod-
ucts, including high-end
mobile phones and smart
watches, as demanded by the
US citing revenue loss and
adverse impact on Make in
India initiative, sources said.

Moreover, the duty cut will
not have any tangible benefit
for American manufacturers as
the US is not a major exporter
of these products to India.

India and the US is nego-
tiating a mutually agreeable
bilateral package on a number
of contentious issues. Under
these talks, the US is pressing
for reduction or elimination of
customs duties on these seven
ICT (information and com-
munication technologies)
products.

“However, the US demand
would have adverse implica-
tions for revenue generation,
forex reserves, and also on the
Make in India drive,” they said.

In 2017-18, India's imports
of these seven tariff lines (or
product categories) stood at
$20.5 billion and the duty rev-
enues generated on these
imports amount to about $3.2
billion.

On the other hand,
America's exports of these

items to India in 2017-18 were
only $415 million, which is
about 2 per cent of India's total
imports of these products in
that fiscal.

The other items on which
the US is demanding reduction
includes telecom network equip-
ment such as switches and rout-
ing equipment; radio receivers;
high-end mobile phones costing
over �10,000; mobile phone
parts, certain print circuit assem-
blies and smart watches.

The sources also stated
that under the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) norms, it
would be not possible for India
to extend these benefits only for
the US.

“In this background, there
is a need to workout some
other mechanism to resolve the
issue as the current proposal
made by the US would not have
the desired outcome or any
fundamental advantage to
America,” they added.

India has in the recent
past increased customs duties
on these products with a view
to promote domestic manu-
facturing.

In October, the
Government hiked import duty
on certain communication
items, including base stations,
to up to 20 per cent as part of
efforts to check a widening cur-
rent account deficit by curbing
non-essential imports.

����
#��
���
��
����'�
��
 '����&
"'����
��
�����
��4
!��"' ��
"����"�"
%)
��

��	� ��	
����

Markets regulator Sebi
has come out with new

rules for re-classification of
a  promoter  as  a  public
investor, wherein an outgoing
promoter will have to relin-
quish special rights as well as
control over the affairs of the
l is ted f i rm and not  be
allowed to hold over 10 per
cent stake.

Besides, the promoter
would not be allowed to have
any representation on the
board of directors or act as a
key managerial person in the
listed entity.

Further, the promoter
seeking re-classification must
not be a wilful defaulter or a
fugitive economic offender,
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said in a
notification dated November
16.

These norms will prevent
the outgoing promoters from
continuing to exercise their
control on the company
directly or indirectly.

The norms, aimed at sim-
plifying, streamlining and
bringing greater clarity in
existing regulations, come
after Sebi's board in September
approved a proposal in this
regard.
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Volvo Car India Limited on
Thursday announced that they

would become the first carmaker in
India to locally assemble a plug-in
hybrid vehicle in India. The Volvo
XC90 in its T8 variant has been
available in India as a full import for
a few years already but will be local-
ly assembled in India from late-2019
onwards. The XC90 is the top-of-
the-range Volvo and the carmaker
said that it would follow a top-down
approach and start assembling other
hybrid variants of other products
afterwards.

The Swedish carmaker owned
by Chinese firm Geely automotive
has seen impressive growth in 2019,
growing sales by 40 per cent in 2018
so far. Speaking to The Pioneer,
Charles Frump, Managing Director,
Volvo Car India, said that the intro-
duction of the new small Sports

Utility Vehicle, the XC40 has given
a major impetus to their sales.
“One issue we had in the past is
while people appreciated our prod-
ucts we did not have sales and ser-
vice touch points in many smaller
cities in India, but seeing the success
of our new dealerships in places like
Indore and Raipur I believe that one
reason for our success in 2018 is our
increased outreach.”

However, speaking of the
hybrids, Frump did say that cur-

rently, “Ninety percent of Volvo’s
sold are powered by diesel”, but
believed that with environmental
concerns coming to the fore hybrids
and battery-electric vehicles will
become increasingly important in
India as well as a way of combating
pollution and fuel economy issues.
“But a lot still needs to be done
around the infrastructure space for
electrification in India and there
needs to be more policy interven-
tion.”
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Delhi headquartered MATTLOOK cosmetics
have debuted in the India’s burgeoning 6.5

Billion beauty and cosmetics industry. MATT-
LOOK  cosmetics has launched a wide range of
cosmetics and make up products targeting  young
women especially the working executives and col-
lege going students.

The brand have a pan India presence in next
12 months, at present it has a strong 100 plus dis-
tribution points touching almost 5000 retailers
across Delhi, UP, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Jammu and Rajasthan etc. In the next phase the
brand to strengthen its presence in southern and
western markets. 

Besides, MATTLOOK will be available in
modern trade, large general trade stores and e-
com in big cities. The range starts at an attrac-
tive price point starting �150 onwards.
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Jindal Stainless partnered with Research
Designs & Standards Organisation (RDSO) in

the third edition of InnoRail India 2018 here on
Thursday. With a 60% market share in the coach
segment, Jindal Stainless has joined hands with
the Railways for additionally modernizing rail
infrastructure, particularly in the bridge segment.
Speaking to media on the sidelines of InnoRail,
Head, Sales, Jindal Stainless, Vijay Sharma said,
“As a progressive organization, RDSO keeps
innovating ways and means to build safe and sus-
tainable infrastructure. Stainless steel coaches and
foot-over-bridges validate their movement in this
direction. Jindal Stainless is proud to partner their
journey by expediting conversion of coaches into
stainless steel and strengthening rail infra-
structure at the same time.” Over the next 4-5
years, Railways plans to produce around 10,000
stainless steel coaches annually.

India has a coastline of 7500 km which
necessitates the use of stainless steel infrastruc-
ture. High air-borne salts in marine environ-
ments cause rapid corrosion and degradation of
infrastructure. Bridges, especially in these areas,
are exposed to severe risk of collapse. As per
industry data, around 1,35,000 rail bridges exist
in India, of which over 25% are over 100 years
old and need immediate replacement. The first
such stainless steel foot-over-bridge is coming
at Bhayandar station in Mumbai next year.
Though more than 1000 bridges are rehabilitated
every year, there is a huge backlog in rebuild-
ing these bridges.

The stainless steel material for wagons and
coaches produced by Jindal Stainless is already
tested and approved by RDSO, the highest advi-
sory body to the Indian Railways.   Apart from
supply of stainless steel to Railways, Jindal
Stainless also organizes fabrication training pro-
grammes at Integral Coach Factories to enhance
their output. 
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The rupee rallied 77 paise to
end at 70.69 against the US

dollar on Thursday, in lock-step
with softening crude oil prices
and foreign capital inflows. 

This is the seventh straight
session of gains for the domes-
tic unit amid the US dollar
weakening against some cur-
rencies overseas. In the last
seven trading sessions, the
rupee has gained a healthy
220 paise.

Traders said increased sell-
ing of the greenback by
exporters and banks also sup-
ported the rupee.

At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (forex) market, the
rupee opened on a firm note at
71.12 and hit a high of 70.68
following dollar selling by
exporters.

The local unit, however,

pared the initial gains and
finally finished at 70.69, up 77
paise.

The rupee had gained 21
paise to end at 71.46 against the
US dollar on Tuesday. The
forex market remained shut
Wednesday on account of Eid-
e-Milad.

Globally, Brent crude, the
international oil benchmark,
was trading 0.39 per cent lower
at $62.85 per barrel on
Thursday amid concerns about
a global glut. 

Meanwhile, foreign funds
poured in �446.24 crore into
the capital markets on a net
basis on Thursday, while
domestic institutional investors
also net bought shares worth
�49.68 crore, provisional data
showed.

The Financial Benchmark
India Private Ltd (FBIL) set the
reference rate for the rupee/dol-
lar at 71.1787 and for rupee/euro
at 81.1883. The reference rate for
rupee/British pound was fixed at
91.0423 and for rupee/100
Japanese yen at 62.97.

The BSE Sensex ended
lower for the third straight
session on Thursday by falling
over 218.78 points, or 0.62 per
cent at 34,981.02. The NSE
Nifty shed 73.30 points, or
0.69 per cent, to close at
10,526.75. 
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New Delhi: Swedish automaker Volvo Cars aims to locally assemble plug-

in hybrid variant of its premium SUV XC 90 in India from next year, a top
company official said on Thursday. The company is also gearing up to drive
in four additional plug-in hybrid models in the country over the next three
years as part of its plans to build a portfolio of environment-friendly vehi-
cles. “We are going to be the first car company to assemble plug-in hybrid
cars locally in India. The first model would be introduced in the last quar-
ter of next year. The localisation of plug-in hybrids marks the future of elec-
trification for us,” Volvo Car India Managing Director Charles Frump told
reporters here. The company would be rolling out the locally-assembled XC
90 T8 plug-in hybrid from its Bengaluru facility. It currently imports the vehi-
cle as completely built-up units (CBUs). In a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle
(PHEV), battery can be recharged by plugging it into an external source of
electric power. Volvo, which sells a total of ten models in India, currently
assembles three models — XC 90, XC 60, S90 in India.
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New Delhi: Xiaomi on Thursday said rupee's slide against the US dol-

lar is adding to pricing pressure for the Chinese tech major in India, par-
ticularly in the handset market that is witnessing stiff competition. Xiaomi,
earlier this month, hiked prices of two of its handsets Redmi 6 and Redmi
6A as well as that of power banks and some television sets on account of the
depreciation of the rupee against the greenback. “The rupee has depreciat-
ed by about 15 per cent since the beginning of the year. While we do make
our phones and power banks in India but raw material and PCBA (printed
circuit board assembly) is bought in dollars. This (depreciation) is adding
pressure on us... we want to continue to offer 'honest' pricing to customers,"
Xiaomi Vice-President and India Managing Director Manu Jain told reporters
here. To offset the impact, prices of various products were raised ranging
from �100 to �2,000 with effect from November 11. In April this year, Xiaomi
founder and CEO Lei Jun had said the company will keep its net profit mar-
gin at under 5 per cent to earn the “long-term support” of its customers. India
is a key market for Xiaomi and the company is aggressively ramping up its
product portfolio and offline presence (through Mi Homes, Mi Preferred
Partners and Mi Stores) as it aims to continue its dominance in the Indian
market. As per research firm IDC, Xiaomi led the intensely competitive Indian
smartphone market with 27.3 per cent share, followed by Samsung (22.6 per
cent share), Vivo (10.5 per cent), Micromax (6.9 per cent) and Oppo (6.7
per cent). Xiaomi on Thursday launched its Redmi Note 6 Pro — priced
�13,999 onwards — that features artificial intelligence-powered quad-cam-
era setup. Successor to its Note 5 Pro, the latest device comes with 6.26-inch
display, Qualcomm Snapdragon 636 octa-core processor, 64GB internal mem-
ory and 4,000 mAh battery. It will come in two variants — 4GB and 6GB
RAM.
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The BSE Sensex gave up all
its early gains in choppy

trade Thursday and ended
lower for the third straight
session by falling over 200
points due to selling in metal,
PSU, auto and banking stocks
amid fresh fund outflows and
a weak trend in the global mar-
ket.

The 30-share Sensex
opened higher at 35,282.33
points and advanced further to
the day's high of 35,364.50 on
the back of fresh buying by
domestic investors amid fur-
ther strength in the rupee.

It, however, slipped into the
negative zone on selling pres-
sure at improved levels, fol-
lowing a weak opening of
European equities, and slipped
below the 35,000-mark to hit a
low of 34,937.98 before closing
at 34,981.02, recording a fall of
218.78 points, or 0.62 per cent.

The gauge had lost 575
points in the previous two ses-
sions. Similarly, NSE Nifty
73.30 points, or 0.69 per cent,
to close at 10,526.75.

The indices closed with
losses for the week, with the
Sensex declining 476.14 points,
and the broader NSE Nifty
falling 155.45 points during the
period. According to analysts,
market failed to hold the open-
ing gains as weak global mar-

ket and selling in metals and
PSU banks dragged the indices. 

Global growth concerns
due to trade war, rising inter-
est rate and lower liquidity in
the financial markets added to
the woes, they added

Offloading of positions by
participants ahead of the long
weekend as markets will
remain closed Friday on
account of “Guru Nanak
Jayanti”,  too, negatively
impacted investor sentiment
here, brokers said.

The Indian currency con-
tinued its upward rising streak
for the seventh straight day by
rising 45 paise to 71.01 in late
afternoon trade against the
American currency (intra-
day) at the interbank forex
market. 

Among Sensex con-
stituents, M&M was the worst
hit, dropping 3.02 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tata Steel shedding
2.28 per cent.

Other laggards include
Wipro, Axis Bank, Coal India,
PowerGrid, SBI, ICICI Bank,
Yes Bank, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, HUL,
Vedanta, Tata Motors, Sun
Pharma, RIL, Asian Paints,
HDFC Bank, Kotak Bank,
Bajaj Auto, Hero MotoCorp,
ITC and Infosys, falling up to
2.10 per cent. Bucking the
trend, Adani Ports, L&T, TCS,
ONGC and HDFC ended with

gains up to 1.73 per cent.
Sectorally, the BSE metal

index emerged worst per-
former by falling 1.84 per
cent, followed by power index
shedding 1.21 per cent, realty
1.20 per cent, PSU 1.17 per
cent, bankex 1.16 per cent,
consumer durables 1.06 per
cent, oil and gas 0.85 per cent,
auto 0.69 per cent, healthcare
0.55 per cent, infrastructure
0.55 per cent, FMCG 0.31 per
cent, teck 0.19 per cent and IT
0.10 per cent. While, capital
goods index managed to end
in the positive zone.

In the broader markets,
the midcap index fell 1.12 per
cent and the smallcap gauge
lost 0.79 per cent.

Shares of oil marketing
companies, IOC, BPCL and
HPCL, lost up to 3.08  per cent
on profit-booking.

Meanwhile, foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) sold
shares to the tune of Rs
1,652.04 crore, while domes-
tic institutional investors
(DIIs) bought shares worth a
net of �606.73 crore,
Wednesday, provisional data
showed. Elsewhere in Asia,
Shanghai Composite Index
fell 0.23 per cent, Taiwan shed
0.28 per cent, Korea's KOSPI
fell 0.32 per cent and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng fell 0.08 per
cent. Japan’s Nikkei, however,
rose 0.65 per cent.
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Service charge collected by hotels and
restaurants but not passed on to staff

and workers will be liable to income tax
in the hands of such entities, the tax
department has said.

The department has asked the field
offices to examine the books hotels and
restaurants to see if there is any 'under
reporting' or 'non-reporting' of service
charge collected by them.

The missive from the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) came after the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs flagged that
some hotels and restaurants are collecting
service charge from customers in a com-
pulsory manner, which is in contraven-
tion with the guidelines issued by the min-
istry. The ministry also said that there is
“every likelihood” that the service charge
amount collected is not even distributed
among staff and workers of the hotels and
restaurants. The CBDT, which is the apex
decision making body for direct taxes,
asked the field offices to examine whether
there is any under-reporting or non-
reporting of additional income collected
in the name of service charge.

“The disclosure and disbursement
details of service charge transactions as
contained in P&L (Profit & Loss) A/c, I/E
(Income/Expenditure) statement and bal-
ance sheet should be critically examined
to ascertain whether receipts from service
charges are fully disclosed as part of the
turnover of the hotel/restaurant or not,"
the CBDT said. It said that in situations
where it is found that the receipts have not
been passed on to the staff or workers by
the hotel/restaurant or there is some under
reporting or non-reporting, the receipts

should be duly brought to tax in the hands
of concerned hotel/restaurant.

In April last year, Ministry of
Consumer Affairs had issued a guideline
on fair trade practices saying payment of
service charge by customer to hotel or
restaurant is completely optional.

The guidelines said that the bill pre-
sented to the customer may clearly display
that service charge is voluntary and the
service charge column of the bill may be
left blank for the customers to fill up before
making payment.

The CBDT said that the Consumer
Affairs ministry has brought to its notice
that some hotels/restaurants are still pre-
emptively deciding upon the service
charge without allowing the customers to
voluntarily decide whether they actually
want to pay it or not.

Nangia Advisors LLP Partner Suraj
Nangia said: “These guidelines are going
to increase the strain of the mischievous
hotels/ restaurant owners as it points out
their misdeeds. Such taxpayers would now
have to act prudently by either eliminat-
ing such levy on the total bill amount or
passing on its effect to the hotel/restau-
rant’s workers.”

The ministry has also said that there
is “every likelihood” that such amount col-
lected as service charge from the cus-
tomers in a compulsory manner does not
actually reach the workers and is instead
kept by the hotel/restaurant owners.
Ashok Maheshwary & Associates Partner
Amit Maheshwari said: “To tackle cases
where there is no actual reimbursement
or the service charges itself has been
underreported, instructions has been
issued by CBDT to field officers to exer-
cise greater scrutiny. 

Script Last AbsChange
Traded Price Change %
3MINDIA 20789.40 47.80 0.23
8KMILES 142.55 6.75 4.97
AARTIIND 1468.90 -30.20 -2.01
ABB 1345.00 0.85 0.06
ABBOTINDIA 7354.00 -200.40 -2.65
ABCAPITAL 112.60 -2.25 -1.96
ABFRL 191.25 -0.35 -0.18
ACC 1460.45 -37.85 -2.53
ADANIPORTS 367.15 6.25 1.73
ADANIPOWER 47.50 1.10 2.37
ADANITRANS 233.20 -3.20 -1.35
ADVENZYMES 189.00 5.20 2.83
AEGISLOG 228.00 1.05 0.46
AIAENG 1564.80 -38.40 -2.40
AJANTPHARM 1112.35 -36.50 -3.18
AKZOINDIA 1587.10 -13.40 -0.84
ALBK 45.20 0.35 0.78
ALKEM 1988.00 55.10 2.85
ALLCARGO 105.50 -2.10 -1.95
AMARAJABAT 716.95 -14.40 -1.97
AMBUJACEM 214.55 -3.05 -1.40
ANDHRABANK 28.50 -0.20 -0.70
APARINDS 618.95 1.45 0.23
APLAPOLLO 1267.00 -16.85 -1.31
APLLTD 564.00 -4.85 -0.85
APOLLOHOSP 1217.00 4.40 0.36
APOLLOTYRE 217.00 -8.45 -3.75
ARVIND 320.30 1.60 0.50
ASAHIINDIA 267.35 2.25 0.85
ASHOKA 124.70 -0.40 -0.32
ASHOKLEY 109.10 -1.20 -1.09
ASIANPAINT 1313.00 -9.90 -0.75
ASTRAL 1053.90 15.50 1.49
ATUL 3518.55 -2.25 -0.06
AUBANK 587.60 -1.85 -0.31
AUROPHARMA 789.85 -11.70 -1.46
AVANTI 364.40 -2.00 -0.55
AXISBANK 614.30 -12.05 -1.92
BAJAJ-AUTO 2594.10 -9.50 -0.36
BAJAJCORP 345.50 -5.35 -1.52
BAJAJELEC 466.40 -9.65 -2.03
BAJAJFINSV 5726.80 -116.90 -2.00
BAJAJHLDNG 2996.00 -10.45 -0.35
BAJFINANCE 2378.25 -51.60 -2.12
BALKRISIND 956.30 3.40 0.36
BALMLAWRIE 191.40 -2.25 -1.16
BALRAMCHIN 106.70 1.10 1.04
BANDHANBNK 452.90 -13.30 -2.85
BANKBARODA 109.95 -2.00 -1.79
BANKINDIA 85.95 -1.60 -1.83
BASF 1521.00 -33.40 -2.15
BATAINDIA 955.85 -19.55 -2.00
BAYERCROP 3960.00 -103.65 -2.55
BBTC 1337.90 -15.40 -1.14
BEL 93.90 -0.50 -0.53
BEML 754.50 5.85 0.78
BERGEPAINT 314.45 -2.15 -0.68
BHARATFIN 947.10 -13.75 -1.43
BHARATFORG 581.00 1.00 0.17
BHARTIARTL 327.95 -3.80 -1.15
BHEL 66.10 -0.50 -0.75
BIOCON 622.60 -5.65 -0.90
BIRLACORPN 630.00 -17.40 -2.69
BLISSGVS 167.20 6.30 3.92
BLUEDART 3053.50 -46.95 -1.51
BLUESTARCO 617.00 -7.05 -1.13
BOMDYEING 108.20 -0.85 -0.78
BOSCHLTD 19007.95 132.35 0.70
BPCL 320.55 -5.55 -1.70
BRITANNIA 6000.00 4.90 0.08
CADILAHC 353.50 -4.75 -1.33
CANBK 260.10 -2.75 -1.05
CANFINHOME 260.10 -3.65 -1.38
CAPF 534.20 37.55 7.56
CAPPL 407.50 -5.40 -1.31
CARBORUNIV 355.20 3.20 0.91
CARERATING 985.45 -24.15 -2.39
CASTROLIND 149.10 -5.25 -3.40
CCL 268.10 -2.95 -1.09
CEATLTD 1238.20 -20.60 -1.64
CENTRALBK 30.50 -0.35 -1.13
CENTRUM 39.30 -0.85 -2.12
CENTURYPLY 167.35 2.80 1.70
CENTURYTEX 893.05 -21.15 -2.31
CERA 2397.15 -13.85 -0.57
CGPOWER 40.00 0.90 2.30

CHAMBLFERT 151.00 7.40 5.15
CHENNPETRO 256.75 -4.90 -1.87
CHOLAFIN 1302.00 20.20 1.58
CIPLA 517.80 -4.25 -0.81
COALINDIA 256.75 -4.20 -1.61
COCHINSHIP 377.15 -0.65 -0.17
COFFEEDAY 268.00 1.40 0.53
COLPAL 1150.00 -9.85 -0.85
CONCOR 671.20 -4.40 -0.65
COROMANDEL 397.00 -11.85 -2.90
CORPBANK 27.80 -0.35 -1.24
CRISIL 1491.00 10.45 0.71
CROMPTON 202.40 -0.65 -0.32
CUB 165.30 -2.40 -1.43
CUMMINSIND 768.10 -18.95 -2.41
CYIENT 628.80 4.55 0.73
DABUR 399.85 -0.55 -0.14
DALMIABHA 2388.05 36.55 1.55
DBCORP 182.25 0.10 0.05
DBL 462.45 -18.60 -3.87
DCBBANK 155.80 -2.35 -1.49
DCMSHRIRAM 355.55 -13.55 -3.67
DEEPAKFERT 180.00 15.70 9.56
DEEPAKNI 261.65 -0.15 -0.06
DELTACORP 239.65 -8.60 -3.46
DENABANK 16.45 -0.10 -0.60

DHANUKA 447.00 1.40 0.31
DHFL 232.40 -2.50 -1.06
DISHTV 38.05 -0.65 -1.68
DIVISLAB 1528.55 -10.50 -0.68
DLF 177.15 -5.20 -2.85
DMART 1406.90 -12.15 -0.86
DRREDDY 2602.00 7.25 0.28
ECLERX 1081.05 0.00 0.00
EDELWEISS 166.70 -4.05 -2.37
EICHERMOT 24069.25 -176.80 -0.73
EIDPARRY 221.85 -3.05 -1.36
EIHOTEL 169.95 3.20 1.92
ELGIEQUIP 230.00 -1.80 -0.78
EMAMILTD 434.40 -4.70 -1.07
ENDURANCE 1111.00 -1.00 -0.09
ENGINERSIN 116.70 -1.95 -1.64
ENIL 635.00 2.00 0.32
EQUITAS 107.70 -0.30 -0.28
ERIS 612.00 2.50 0.41
ESCORTS 662.40 -0.20 -0.03
ESSELPRO 87.45 1.35 1.57
EVEREADY 202.00 -4.15 -2.01
EXIDEIND 250.30 -0.45 -0.18
FCONSUMER 49.30 -0.25 -0.50
FDC 187.00 1.00 0.54
FEDERALBNK 80.60 -2.30 -2.77
FINCABLES 462.65 -7.10 -1.51
FINOLEXIND 527.00 2.00 0.38
FLFL 384.95 4.05 1.06
FORBESCO 2670.00 198.25 8.02
FORCEMOT 1700.30 -24.85 -1.44
FORTIS 146.20 -0.05 -0.03
FRETAIL 529.60 5.90 1.13
FSL 51.90 0.40 0.78
GAIL 344.80 0.35 0.10
GDL 155.00 -0.65 -0.42
GEPIL 815.75 -25.10 -2.99
GESHIP 285.00 1.50 0.53
GET&D 245.00 7.70 3.24
GHCL 213.05 -1.10 -0.51
GICHSGFIN 232.40 -4.10 -1.73
GICRE 303.30 0.50 0.17
GILLETTE 6515.00 41.25 0.64

GLAXO 1342.50 -7.90 -0.59
GLENMARK 638.95 -2.25 -0.35
GMDCLTD 90.30 0.45 0.50
GMRINFRA 16.10 -0.30 -1.83
GNFC 337.25 0.35 0.10
GODFRYPHLP 844.65 -4.65 -0.55
GODREJAGRO 508.05 1.05 0.21
GODREJCP 715.90 7.80 1.10
GODREJIND 520.30 -6.30 -1.20
GODREJPROP 655.00 -6.85 -1.03
GPPL 96.50 0.35 0.36
GRANULES 93.30 -2.10 -2.20
GRAPHITE 954.65 -18.75 -1.93
GRASIM 843.75 -19.35 -2.24
GREAVESCOT 123.25 -2.45 -1.95
GREENPLY 134.35 1.85 1.40
GRINDWELL 500.00 14.55 3.00
GRUH 279.00 -8.25 -2.87
GSFC 105.90 -0.50 -0.47
GSKCONS 7083.00 -102.75 -1.43
GSPL 178.60 -3.40 -1.87
GUJALKALI 551.05 -8.90 -1.59
GUJFLUORO 885.10 7.80 0.89
GUJGAS 620.25 -0.50 -0.08
GULFOILLUB 760.10 -4.60 -0.60
HAL 792.00 -11.45 -1.43
HATSUN 618.90 2.65 0.43
HAVELLS 661.00 -8.95 -1.34
HCC 11.61 -0.38 -3.17
HCLTECH 979.55 -5.35 -0.54
HDFC 1869.50 1.60 0.09
HDFCBANK 2005.45 -14.10 -0.70
HDFCLIFE 393.05 2.80 0.72
HDIL 21.90 -0.40 -1.79
HEG 4350.95 17.50 0.40
HEIDELBERG 144.90 2.65 1.86
HERITGFOOD 536.90 6.95 1.31
HEROMOTOCO2910.00 -10.05 -0.34
HEXAWARE 305.65 1.45 0.48
HFCL 19.15 -0.20 -1.03
HIMATSEIDE 226.15 -4.20 -1.82
HINDALCO 217.90 -5.20 -2.33
HINDCOPPER 49.90 -0.85 -1.67
HINDPETRO 242.90 -3.30 -1.34
HINDUNILVR 1670.50 -19.40 -1.15
HINDZINC 262.60 -2.85 -1.07
HONAUT 21260.05 -43.10 -0.20
HSCL 137.55 -1.55 -1.11
HSIL 231.00 10.75 4.88
HUDCO 44.05 -0.25 -0.56
IBREALEST 83.10 -0.40 -0.48
IBULHSGFIN 706.05 0.10 0.01
IBVENTURES 418.95 -11.80 -2.74
ICICIBANK 351.95 -4.85 -1.36
ICICIGI 810.00 -4.60 -0.56
ICICIPRULI 320.55 -0.85 -0.26
ICIL 60.25 0.25 0.42
IDBI 59.90 -0.45 -0.75
IDEA 41.10 -3.30 -7.43
IDFC 40.15 1.30 3.35
IDFCBANK 39.10 2.80 7.71
IEX 155.10 -6.55 -4.05
IFBIND 896.95 10.60 1.20
IFCI 13.60 -0.20 -1.45
IGL 265.25 -0.10 -0.04
IL&FSTRANS 18.85 -0.30 -1.57
INDHOTEL 138.50 4.00 2.97
INDIACEM 91.60 -2.35 -2.50
INDIANB 226.20 -5.35 -2.31
INDIGO 1026.50 -20.35 -1.94
INDUSINDBK 1529.15 -17.90 -1.16
INFIBEAM 46.85 -1.15 -2.40
INFRATEL 258.10 -1.10 -0.42
INFY 620.45 -0.50 -0.08
INOXLEISUR 211.25 -4.60 -2.13
INOXWIND 82.40 -0.15 -0.18
INTELLECT 232.50 -1.10 -0.47
IOB 14.45 -0.35 -2.36
IOC 138.30 -3.25 -2.30
IPCALAB 794.00 33.10 4.35
IRB 140.60 -2.35 -1.64
ISGEC 5380.00 58.30 1.10
ITC 280.45 -0.60 -0.21
ITDC 306.00 1.20 0.39
ITDCEM 103.20 -5.15 -4.75
ITI 96.75 -5.15 -5.05
J&KBANK 39.30 1.10 2.88
JAGRAN 119.00 0.30 0.25

JAICORPLTD 108.90 -2.30 -2.07
JAMNAAUTO 73.70 1.60 2.22
JBCHEPHARM 297.60 -4.05 -1.34
JCHAC 1758.00 42.95 2.50
JETAIRWAYS 308.80 -9.80 -3.08
JINDALSAW 83.70 4.10 5.15
JINDALSTEL 168.70 -2.40 -1.40
ZYDUSWELL 1115.00 -21.25 -1.87
KRBL 325.00 -3.05 -0.93
KSCL 505.40 -10.25 -1.99
KTKBANK 101.90 -2.35 -2.25
KWALITY 9.66 0.46 5.00
L&TFH 133.30 -3.10 -2.27
LAKSHVILAS 87.50 -0.65 -0.74
LALPATHLAB 870.25 -14.80 -1.67
LAOPALA 236.65 2.65 1.13
LAURUSLABS 382.50 -16.70 -4.18
LAXMIMACH* 5948.00 23.80 0.40
LICHSGFIN 456.60 -11.10 -2.37
LINDEINDIA 644.60 9.90 1.56
LT 1409.35 6.85 0.49
LTI 1542.65 21.40 1.41
LTTS 1521.00 11.90 0.79
LUPIN 850.80 0.85 0.10
LUXIND 1505.00 -6.05 -0.40
M&M 745.75 -23.25 -3.02
M&MFIN 423.15 -6.95 -1.62
MAGMA 109.85 -4.05 -3.56
MAHABANK 13.90 -0.28 -1.97
MAHINDCIE 257.00 2.10 0.82
MAHLIFE 396.60 -0.25 -0.06
MANAPPURAM 85.10 0.25 0.29
MANPASAND 97.75 3.55 3.77
MARICO 352.50 -0.25 -0.07
MARUTI 7409.95 -5.85 -0.08
MAXINDIA 64.35 -1.75 -2.65
MCX 699.35 -6.55 -0.93
MEGH 65.85 0.00 0.00
MFSL 424.35 -4.40 -1.03
MGL 858.85 0.60 0.07
MHRIL 208.00 -0.70 -0.34
MINDACORP 137.05 -3.20 -2.28
MINDAIND 333.00 5.90 1.80
MINDTREE 830.10 2.35 0.28
MMTC 29.90 -0.10 -0.33
MOIL 168.05 -1.35 -0.80
MONSANTO 2475.00 -48.45 -1.92
MOTHERSUMI 156.20 5.30 3.51
MOTILALOFS 625.80 -3.15 -0.50
MPHASIS 919.00 14.90 1.65
MRF 67565.00 255.90 0.38
MRPL 74.40 -1.75 -2.30
MUTHOOTFIN 453.55 1.10 0.24
NATCOPHARM* 721.25 -12.05 -1.64
NATIONALUM 65.65 -0.95 -1.43
NAUKRI 1390.35 -12.50 -0.89
NAVINFLUOR 712.40 27.45 4.01
NAVKARCORP 61.85 -0.95 -1.51
NAVNETEDUL 109.05 0.60 0.55
NBCC 57.75 -0.85 -1.45
NBVENTURES 124.70 -0.80 -0.64
NCC 87.00 -1.65 -1.86
NESTLEIND 10313.00 55.60 0.54
NETWORK18 38.75 -0.50 -1.27
NH 235.00 -1.45 -0.61
NHPC 26.00 0.10 0.39
NIACL 202.00 -1.90 -0.93
NIITTECH 1056.90 -28.95 -2.67
NILKAMAL 1566.20 -22.85 -1.44
NLCINDIA 80.05 -1.10 -1.36
NMDC 95.60 -2.50 -2.55
NOCIL 162.90 -2.65 -1.60
NTPC 146.10 -1.75 -1.18
OBEROIRLTY 424.40 0.55 0.13
OFSS 3431.60 5.75 0.17
OIL 205.00 2.35 1.16
OMAXE 209.55 -1.00 -0.47
ONGC 152.20 0.45 0.30
ORIENTBANK 87.30 -1.30 -1.47
ORIENTCEM 82.95 -1.65 -1.95
PAGEIND 26891.75 -960.00 -3.45
PARAGMILK 245.95 -1.40 -0.57
PCJEWELLER 76.75 -1.55 -1.98
PEL 2238.30 -21.35 -0.94
PERSISTENT 550.40 9.10 1.68
PETRONET 211.55 -2.55 -1.19
PFC 99.50 -4.60 -4.42
PFIZER 2809.75 -27.45 -0.97

PFS 16.70 -0.15 -0.89
PGHH 9320.00 -77.40 -0.82
PHILIPCARB 217.15 -7.40 -3.30
PHOENIXLTD 601.00 1.00 0.17
PIDILITIND 1153.60 0.15 0.01
PIIND 845.65 14.55 1.75
PNB 71.70 -1.05 -1.44
PNBHOUSING 949.00 -50.80 -5.08
PNCINFRA 155.00 0.00 0.00
POWERGRID 179.95 -2.90 -1.59
PRESTIGE 172.50 -1.50 -0.86
PRSMJOHNSN 84.85 -1.05 -1.22
PTC 79.55 -0.95 -1.18
PVR 1411.65 -5.75 -0.41
QUESS 744.40 -3.00 -0.40
RADICO 399.10 -6.40 -1.58
RAIN 151.50 -2.95 -1.91
RAJESHEXPO 570.05 -0.80 -0.14
RALLIS 167.05 -0.40 -0.24
RAMCOCEM 621.45 -6.45 -1.03
RATNAMANI 880.05 -1.00 -0.11
RAYMOND 808.85 6.80 0.85
RBLBANK 557.45 2.80 0.50
RCF 60.55 1.70 2.89
RCOM 13.28 -0.43 -3.14
RECLTD 120.85 -3.60 -2.89
REDINGTON 89.20 1.25 1.42
RELAXO 756.00 -23.30 -2.99
RELCAPITAL 239.90 -2.50 -1.03
RELIANCE 1102.85 -9.45 -0.85
RELINFRA 357.25 -5.70 -1.57
REPCOHOME 385.50 -15.30 -3.82
RNAM 164.60 -2.15 -1.29
RNAVAL 13.30 -0.10 -0.75
RPOWER 31.10 0.05 0.16
SADBHAV 204.70 1.90 0.94
SAIL 60.40 -1.45 -2.34
SANOFI 5984.00 -87.60 -1.44
SBILIFE 573.70 10.75 1.91
SBIN 282.60 -3.95 -1.38
SCHAEFFLER 5495.00 -21.75 -0.39
SCHNEIDER 111.05 -2.30 -2.03
SCI 44.05 -0.25 -0.56
SFL 1453.30 33.15 2.33
SHANKARA 823.20 -13.20 -1.58
SHARDACROP 305.00 -3.60 -1.17
SHILPAMED 380.25 -7.35 -1.90
SHK 185.35 -2.05 -1.09
SHOPERSTOP 539.90 38.90 7.76
SHREECEM 15815.60 -120.00 -0.75
SHRIRAMCIT 1580.00 -11.60 -0.73
SIEMENS 917.00 0.55 0.06
SIS 741.10 -10.40 -1.38
SJVN 27.30 0.00 0.00
SKFINDIA 1876.50 8.45 0.45
SOBHA 463.00 -5.55 -1.18
SOLARINDS 1025.00 18.35 1.82
SOMANYCERA 285.90 -6.55 -2.24
SONATSOFTW 318.60 9.60 3.11
SOUTHBANK 14.49 -0.16 -1.09
SPARC 272.20 -1.55 -0.57
SPICEJET 82.20 -0.40 -0.48
SREINFRA 33.70 -0.10 -0.30
SRF 2086.00 -22.25 -1.06
SRTRANSFIN 1158.05 -28.20 -2.38
STARCEMENT 97.60 1.75 1.83
STRTECH 341.45 -8.05 -2.30
SUDARSCHEM 361.00 -2.90 -0.80
SUNCLAYLTD 3460.00 -39.00 -1.11
SUNDRMFAST 517.60 -2.80 -0.54
SUNPHARMA 525.80 -5.35 -1.01
SUNTECK 350.00 -3.35 -0.95
SUNTV 599.45 -20.40 -3.29

SUPPETRO 207.65 3.50 1.71
SUPRAJIT 215.60 -2.80 -1.28
SUPREMEIND 972.70 4.70 0.49
SUVEN 250.75 4.45 1.81
SUZLON 5.57 0.03 0.54
SWANENERGY 105.45 -0.15 -0.14
SYMPHONY 981.15 -17.35 -1.74
SYNDIBANK 35.10 -0.65 -1.82
SYNGENE 580.90 12.45 2.19
TAKE 133.35 -0.45 -0.34
TATACHEM 698.00 13.15 1.92
TATACOFFEE 95.80 -2.55 -2.59
TATACOMM 527.15 -6.20 -1.16
TATAELXSI 991.40 19.15 1.97
TATAGLOBAL 215.85 -3.25 -1.48
TATAINVEST 865.90 0.55 0.06
TATAMETALI 648.50 -9.15 -1.39
TATAMOTORS 182.25 -1.90 -1.03
TATAMTRDVR 98.75 -1.30 -1.30
TATAPOWER 74.90 -2.85 -3.67
TATASTEEL 539.95 -12.60 -2.28
TCS 1815.25 3.50 0.19
TEAMLEASE 2779.95 -19.05 -0.68
TECHM 690.95 0.00 0.00
TEJASNET 244.50 -4.80 -1.93
TEXRAIL 62.35 -0.70 -1.11
THERMAX 970.00 -9.80 -1.00
THOMASCOOK 221.80 -3.05 -1.36
THYROCARE 541.00 -8.90 -1.62
TIFHL 477.35 0.30 0.06
TIMETECHNO 113.10 0.90 0.80
TIMKEN 511.00 -9.50 -1.83
TITAN 914.65 -13.25 -1.43
TNPL 246.80 -2.10 -0.84
TORNTPHARM 1643.00 6.20 0.38
TORNTPOWER 259.55 -1.65 -0.63
TRENT 322.00 -2.05 -0.63
TRIDENT 66.05 -0.65 -0.97
TRITURBINE 116.05 -1.25 -1.07
TTKPRESTIG 6840.00 5.80 0.08
TV18BRDCST 35.20 -1.25 -3.43
TVSMOTOR 527.55 -14.00 -2.59
TVSSRICHAK 2585.00 -18.85 -0.72
TVTODAY 382.00 1.65 0.43
UBL 1302.55 -13.90 -1.06
UCOBANK 19.35 -0.05 -0.26
UFLEX 285.95 -7.40 -2.52
UJJIVAN 217.10 -3.55 -1.61
ULTRACEMCO 3947.20 -107.50 -2.65
UNICHEMLAB 208.20 -1.10 -0.53
UNIONBANK 80.10 -1.95 -2.38
UPL 776.25 -2.40 -0.31
VBL 768.00 -12.50 -1.60
VEDL 199.65 -2.20 -1.09
VENKYS 2376.35 -19.65 -0.82
VGUARD 195.50 3.70 1.93
VIJAYABANK 43.25 -0.05 -0.12
VINATIORGA 1478.10 -23.00 -1.53
VIPIND 460.85 -1.90 -0.41
VMART 2375.00 -88.75 -3.60
VOLTAS 549.45 -9.90 -1.77
VTL 1059.15 0.55 0.05
WABAG 283.30 -3.45 -1.20
WABCOINDIA 6565.00 -76.00 -1.14
WELCORP 159.00 2.60 1.66
WELSPUNIND 62.60 0.00 0.00
WHIRLPOOL 1360.75 -8.30 -0.61
WIPRO 307.45 -6.60 -2.10
WOCKPHARMA 530.75 0.75 0.14
YESBANK 195.55 -2.45 -1.24
ZEEL 458.50 19.75 4.50
ZENSARTECH 228.50 -1.85 -0.80
ZYDUSWELL 1115.00 -21.25 -1.87
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10612.65 10646.25 10512.00 10526.75 -73.30
ZEEL 440.10 460.35 440.10 457.25 18.55
ADANIPORTS 359.35 370.90 359.35 368.50 7.25
LT 1405.00 1419.50 1396.20 1409.45 7.35
HDFC 1872.00 1889.20 1866.65 1874.70 6.55
INFY 622.25 628.15 616.75 620.85 1.75
TCS 1820.00 1847.60 1809.95 1816.20 4.20
DRREDDY 2580.00 2619.70 2575.60 2607.30 5.50
ONGC 152.50 154.30 151.65 152.05 0.30
IBULHSGFIN 709.00 729.95 700.15 706.40 1.05
HEROMOTOCO 2901.00 2954.70 2872.15 2916.00 3.95
UPL 779.00 784.90 771.60 779.00 -0.25
BAJAJ-AUTO 2600.00 2624.00 2580.80 2598.80 -5.85
INFRATEL 258.70 263.50 244.10 258.20 -0.65
GAIL 345.00 350.00 342.60 343.85 -1.20
TECHM 702.70 710.00 685.45 688.00 -2.65
MARUTI 7393.95 7480.00 7361.20 7390.05 -34.45
ASIANPAINT 1330.00 1330.70 1308.75 1317.75 -6.45
KOTAKBANK 1171.00 1182.00 1167.60 1169.80 -6.90
HCLTECH 988.00 1002.00 975.40 979.05 -6.10
HDFCBANK 2013.25 2035.00 2000.15 2006.25 -12.50
ITC 282.00 284.50 279.60 280.00 -1.75
EICHERMOT 24420.00 24479.95 23940.00 24055.20 -161.20
CIPLA 523.00 525.00 511.75 518.20 -3.95
HINDUNILVR 1692.90 1703.70 1663.00 1675.00 -14.95
TATAMOTORS 185.50 186.15 181.75 182.50 -1.65
VEDL 203.90 204.60 199.00 199.65 -2.25
RELIANCE 1114.50 1125.35 1100.10 1100.10 -12.80
NTPC 147.75 148.40 145.60 146.15 -1.70
YESBANK 200.00 203.85 194.65 195.65 -2.50
POWERGRID 183.70 183.70 177.80 179.75 -2.35
BHARTIARTL 331.90 339.80 321.40 328.40 -4.30
ICICIBANK 357.65 358.50 351.00 351.90 -4.85
INDUSINDBK 1548.00 1563.95 1522.00 1525.00 -21.70
TITAN 929.00 933.40 911.80 913.00 -13.55
HINDPETRO 247.00 248.00 239.50 242.30 -3.65
SUNPHARMA 532.50 532.50 524.75 524.85 -8.00
SBIN 285.95 287.05 281.60 282.65 -4.40
JSWSTEEL 326.00 327.75 318.15 320.70 -5.35
COALINDIA 261.00 261.40 256.10 256.65 -4.30
AXISBANK 625.80 629.40 612.10 614.60 -12.25
WIPRO 315.00 318.80 306.00 307.40 -6.75
TATASTEEL 552.00 553.60 538.15 539.10 -12.30
BPCL 326.80 328.00 317.55 319.30 -7.30
BAJAJFINSV 5870.00 5926.25 5700.00 5720.15 -131.80
ULTRACEMCO 4050.00 4050.00 3939.00 3951.80 -92.00
IOC 141.95 142.30 138.00 138.25 -3.35
BAJFINANCE 2432.00 2454.80 2360.00 2369.80 -60.75
HINDALCO 224.00 225.30 216.50 217.55 -5.60
GRASIM 865.00 865.85 840.60 842.00 -21.75
M&M 770.10 772.95 743.10 745.90 -23.20
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27378.45 27418.70 27148.35 27187.45 -187.65
MOTHERSUMI 151.75 157.45 151.30 155.35 4.30
SBILIFE 560.00 579.50 560.00 570.60 10.40
BOSCHLTD 18755.00 19125.00 18755.00 18961.00 246.20
OIL 202.05 207.25 202.05 205.05 2.40
NHPC 26.00 26.15 25.70 26.10 0.30
GODREJCP 701.60 726.75 701.05 716.00 7.30
HDFCLIFE 391.35 395.00 386.10 393.90 3.70
MARICO 353.00 356.40 349.50 354.00 1.60
ABB 1341.20 1361.25 1329.00 1345.00 3.80
OFSS 3437.90 3468.90 3415.00 3430.00 5.90
MRF 67400.00 68169.95 67202.00 67400.00 75.80
LUPIN 852.00 855.90 844.50 850.25 0.70
GICRE 305.00 305.00 302.15 304.00 0.05
DABUR 395.20 406.25 395.20 400.50 0.00
PIDILITIND 1147.10 1164.70 1146.25 1154.90 -0.50
SIEMENS 913.00 922.05 907.15 916.80 -0.45
BRITANNIA 6010.00 6060.40 5980.00 6000.00 -4.65
ICICIGI 825.95 825.95 801.20 813.80 -3.15
ICICIPRULI 321.40 323.80 319.20 320.00 -1.55
BEL 94.30 94.75 93.20 93.75 -0.50
NIACL 205.75 205.75 202.20 202.25 -1.15
BHEL 66.85 67.35 65.85 66.05 -0.55
HINDZINC 266.95 269.00 262.10 263.50 -2.40
CONCOR 679.80 682.00 668.80 670.10 -6.10
COLPAL 1159.00 1166.70 1143.75 1149.50 -10.55
BIOCON 627.00 632.70 619.50 623.00 -5.80
PGHH 9445.00 9447.95 9290.00 9290.00 -87.65
DMART 1426.70 1433.70 1398.10 1408.10 -13.25
PEL 2265.15 2287.85 2235.10 2235.65 -21.50
ASHOKLEY 110.30 111.35 109.00 109.15 -1.15
CADILAHC 357.55 358.60 352.40 354.80 -3.80
PETRONET 215.00 215.30 210.00 211.70 -2.75
ABCAPITAL 114.70 115.90 111.30 113.50 -1.60
HAVELLS 668.00 672.25 659.65 660.25 -9.55
MCDOWELL-N 633.00 640.90 623.00 628.00 -10.00
SHREECEM 16050.00 16199.00 15652.05 15705.15 -259.65
AUROPHARMA 804.85 804.85 786.20 790.25 -13.45
AMBUJACEM 218.80 218.80 213.80 213.95 -3.65
INDIGO 1047.95 1050.00 1018.85 1028.50 -18.45
BANKBARODA 112.80 112.80 109.45 109.85 -2.35
SAIL 62.00 62.50 60.30 60.35 -1.55
L&TFH 136.50 136.90 132.80 133.00 -3.50
LICHSGFIN 468.10 469.25 455.00 455.55 -12.60
NMDC 97.50 97.85 95.40 95.45 -2.65
ACC 1498.00 1498.60 1450.65 1455.75 -41.35
BANDHANBNK 468.15 471.70 452.00 452.80 -14.05
DLF 182.50 182.50 176.45 177.00 -5.80
SUNTV 625.00 625.00 598.25 600.00 -21.35
SRTRANSFIN 1192.00 1202.45 1142.65 1144.00 -41.55
IDEA 43.80 44.75 40.80 40.85 -3.70

22 22
34,981.02 -218.78 10,526.75 -73.30

DEEPAKFERT    9.56
SHOPERSTOP    7.76
IDFCBANK          7.71
CAPF                    7.56
CHAMBLFERT   5.15

IDEA                   -7.43
PNBHOUSING  -5.08
COX&KINGS     -4.56
PFC                      -4.42
JISLJALEQS        -4.20

ZEEL                    4.23
ADANIPORTS    2.01
LT                          0.52
HDFC                   0.35
INFY                     0.28

M&M                   -3.02
GRASIM             -2.52
HINDALCO       -2.51
BAJFINANCE   -2.50
IOC                     -2.37
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The levels of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere,

the main driver of climate
change, have hit a new record
high, the UN said on Thursday,
warning that the time to act
was running out.

Ahead of the COP 24 cli-
mate summit in Poland next
month, top United Nations
officials are again trying to raise
the pressure on governments to
meet the pledge of limiting
warming to the less than two
degrees Celsius, enshrined in
the 2015 Paris accord.

“Without rapid cuts in CO2

and other greenhouse gases,
climate change will have increas-
ingly destructive and irreversible
impacts on life on Earth,” the
head of the World
Meteorological Organisation
Petteri Taalas said in a statement.

“The window of opportu-
nity for action is almost closed.” 

The Greenhouse Gas
Bulletin, the UN weather
agency’s annual flagship report,
tracks the content of dangerous
gases in the atmosphere since
1750. This year’s report, which
covers data for 2017, puts the
concentration of CO2 in the
atmosphere at 405.5 parts per
million (ppm).
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Saudi Arabia has warned crit-
icism of Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman is a
“red line”, after Donald Trump
heaped praise on the kingdom
in defiance of warnings he was
giving Riyadh a pass on a jour-
nalist’s grisly murder.

Saudi Foreign Minister
Adel al-Jubeir said on
Wednesday that calls for the
crown prince to be held
accountable for the grisly
killing of Jamal Khashoggi
would not be tolerated.

His comments came as the
US president praised Saudi
Arabia for keeping oil prices
low -- one strand of his argu-
ment against punishing Riyadh
\even though the CIA report-
edly found strong evidence
that the crown prince, the de
facto Saudi leader, was involved
in the murder.

“In Saudi Arabia our lead-
ership is a red line. The custo-
dian of the two holy mosques
(King Salman) and the crown
prince are a red line,” Jubeir
told the BBC.

“They represent every

Saudi citizen and every Saudi
citizen represents them. And
we will not tolerate any dis-
cussion of anything that is dis-
paraging towards our monarch
or our crown prince.” 

Khashoggi, a US resident
who wrote for The Washington
Post and had been critical of
Prince Mohammed, was lured
to the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul on October 2, killed
and reportedly dismembered.

After lengthy denials, Saudi
authorities admitted responsi-
bility and said 21 people had
been taken into custody. 

However, a CIA analysis
leaked to the US media went
further, reportedly pointing
the finger at the crown prince.

But Trump, on holiday at
his Florida Mar-a-Lago Club
on Wednesday, doubled down
on a statement from Tuesday
that he was essentially ignoring
the killing of Khashoggi
because of what he said were
more important US strategic
and commercial interest “Oil
prices getting lower. 

Great! Like a big Tax Cut
for America and the World.
Enjoy! USD 54, was just USD
82,” he tweeted. 

“Thank you to Saudi
Arabia, but let’s go lower!”
Jubeir insisted that Prince
Mohammed had not been
involved in the killing.

“We have made that very
clear. We have investigations
ongoing and we will punish the
individuals who are responsi-
ble for this,” he said.

He called on Turkey to
come forward with all its evi-
dence about the slaying and
stop leaking out information.

The foreign minister said
the murder was a “rogue oper-
ation” by intelligence officers.

Jubeir also said any possi-
ble US sanctions on Saudi
Arabia would be short-sighted.
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The European Union and
Britain agreed on Thursday

a draft declaration on their
post-Brexit relations that sets
out an “ambitious, broad, deep
and flexible partnership,” offi-
cials said. The two sides have
also agreed a draft deal extend-
ing the transition period by one
or two years beyond the end of
2020, a final sticking point of
the divorce deal. European
Council President Donald Tusk
said the EU executive, the
European Commission,
informed him it has agreed the
political declaration on the
future ties with Britain.

“I have just sent to EU27 a
draft Political Declaration on the
Future Relationship between
EU and UK,” said Tusk, who
represents the 27 remaining
EU member countries.

“The Commission
President (Jean-Claude
Juncker) has informed me that
it has been agreed at negotia-
tors’ level and agreed in prin-
ciple at political level,” Tusk
tweeted. He said EU leaders
still have to endorse the draft

declaration, which is due to
accompany a draft of agreed
terms for Britain’s withdrawal
from the bloc on March 29.

The EU leaders are due to
meet at a summit in Brussels on
Sunday to endorse both docu-
ments.

“The declaration estab-
lishes the parameters of an
ambitious, broad, deep and
flexible partnership across
trade and economic coopera-
tion” and other areas, accord-
ing to a copy of the document
seen by AFP.
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London: Prime Minister
Theresa May on Thursday
hailed a draft Brexit agreement
for future ties between
London and Brussels as “the
right deal” for Britain and said
she was “determined to deliv-
er it”.

“This is the right deal for
the UK,” she said after updat-
ing the cabinet on the text of
a declaration on post-Brexit
relations agreed Thursday. 

Its text will be considered
by an EU summit on Sunday
alongside a draft divorce
agreement struck last week.

“The British people want
this to be settled,” said May.

“They want a good deal
that sets us on course for a
brighter future. That deal is
within our grasp and I am
determined to deliver it.”
Sunday’s summit is meant to
conclude nearly two years of
complex and often acrimo-
nious negotiations on how
Britain and the EU will func-
tion after their March 29
divorce. The two final texts
must then be approved by the
UK and EU Parliaments. 

But Spain is threatening to
vote against the agreements on
Sunday because of a lingering
dispute over the future status
of Gibraltar. AFP
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President Donald Trump and
Chief Justice John Roberts

clashed in an extraordinary
public dispute over the inde-
pendence of America’s judicia-
ry, with Roberts bluntly rebuk-
ing the president for denounc-
ing a judge who rejected his
migrant asylum policy as an
“Obama judge.” 

There’s no such thing,
Roberts declared on
Wednesday in a strongly word-
ed statement contradicting
Trump and defending judicial
independence. 

Never silent for long,
Trump defended his own com-
ment, tweeting defiantly, “Sorry
Justice Roberts.” The pre-
Thanksgiving dustup was the
first time that Roberts, the
Republican-appointed leader
of the federal judiciary, has

offered even a hint of criticism
of Trump, who has several
times blasted federal judges
who have ruled against him.

Before now, it has been
highly unusual for a president
to single out judges for personal
criticism. And a chief justice’s
challenge to a president’s com-
ments is downright unprece-
dented in modern times.

It seemed a fight that
Trump would relish but one
that Roberts has taken pains to
avoid. 

But with Roberts’ court
feeling the heat over the pres-
ident’s appointment of Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, Roberts and
several of his colleagues have
gone out of their way to rebut
perceptions of the court as a
political institution divided
between five conservative
Republicans and four liberal
Democrats.

Trump’s appointments to
the Supreme Court and lower
federal courts have themselves
spurred charges that the courts
are becoming more politicised. 

As the justice widely seen
as closest to the court’s middle,
Roberts could determine the
outcome of high-profile cases
that split the court.

The new drama began with
remarks Trump made Tuesday
in which he went after a judge
who ruled against his migrant
asylum order. 
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Russia’s military intelligence
chief who oversaw a series

of notorious operations abroad
has died after a long illness,
with Moscow praising him on
Thursday as a “great man” and
a patriot.

Igor Korobov, 62, had
headed the defence ministry’s
Main Intelligence Directorate
(GRU) since 2016 and was the
target of US sanctions.

He died on Wednesday
after a “long and serious ill-
ness,” the ministry said.

Korobov’s 57-year-old first

deputy, Vice Admiral Igor
Kostyukov, has been appoint-
ed acting GRU chief and is like-
ly become his successor, state
news agency TASS said, citing
a military source.

Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu expressed his condo-
lences.
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Mexico City: Mexican immi-
gration agents on Wednesday
detained almost all of the
Central American migrants on
a fourth caravan that recently
entered Mexico seeking to
reach the United States.

Mexico’s National
Immigration Institute said 213
migrants were detained and
taken to a processing center.
Those found to lack proper
documents may face repatria-
tion to their home countries.

The migrants detained on
a highway between the
Guatemalan border and the
southern Mexican city of
Tapachula included 186 people
from El Salvador, 16 from
Guatemala, 10 Honduras and
one Nicaraguan. The group set
out from El Salvador on Nov.
18 and apparently crossed the
river dividing Guatemala and
Mexico on Tuesday. AP
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Vienna: The head of the UN’s
atomic watchdog has called on
North Korea to allow inspectors
back in to monitor its nuclear
programme. Speaking at a
board meeting on Thursday in
Vienna of the International
Atomic Energy Agency,
Director General Yukiya
Amano noted that Pyongyang
had in September talked about
denuclearization measures
including the “permanent dis-
mantlement of the nuclear facil-
ities in Yongbyon” — a reactor
where it produces plutonium.

Amano said there has been
activity observed at Yongbyon,
but “without access the agency
cannot confirm the nature and
purpose of these activities.”
IAEA inspectors were expelled
from North Korea in 2009 but
Amano said the agency con-
tinues to prepare for their pos-
sible re-admittance.

“The agency continues to
enhance its readiness to play an
essential role in verifying
(North Korea’s) nuclear pro-
gram if a political agreement is
reached among countries con-
cerned,” he said. AP
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Two men each claim to be
the Prime Minister.

Lawmakers are exchanging
blows in Parliament. A former
Finance Minister says the
country is on the brink of an
“economic anarchy.” Welcome
to Sri Lanka, where the politi-
cal crisis is getting worse by the
week.

The trouble started when
President Maithripala Sirisena,
fed up with disagreements with
his Prime Minister over money,
an alleged conspiracy plot and
unresolved issues of wartime
crimes against civilians, fired

Ranil Wickremesinghe and his
Cabinet and replaced them
with a Government headed by
a popular former strongman,
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

But lawmakers balked and
twice passed a no-confidence
motion.Sirisena, however,
refuses to accept that his choice
of Prime Minister has been
defeated. Jehan Perera, head of
the local analyst group National
Peace Council, said that the
government appointed by the
president can’t be called legal
because Sirisena had not
sought a parliamentary vote
when he dismissed
Wickremesinghe.
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Is the Mahindra Alturas G4 the best
vehicle to ever wear the Mahindra
badge? By a country mile but as Pawan

Goenka, the Chairman of Mahindra’s
automotive group, quickly told this
reviewer, “it is also the most expensive.”
To be fair, I was not aware of the price
when I first drove the Alturas G4, the
alpha-numeric suffix signifying that it is
the fourth generation of the Ssangyong
Rexton (actually this is just the second-
generation of the Rexton but the fourth
generation of cars developed by
Ssangyong), the vehicle that the Alturas
is called elsewhere. In fact, the only change
on the Alturas is the front radiator grille
and the Mahindra badge, which replaces
the Ssangyong badge. 

But a quick rewind and reminder,
Ssangyong Motor was bought by
Mahindra & Mahindra in August 2010.
As far as purchases go, it has not been the
cash cow that Jaguar Land Rover was for
Tata Motors. Ssangyong was a slight bas-
ket-case of a company when Mahindra
bought it over; they had just come off a
period of ownership by Chinese firm
SAIC Motor and a major workers’ strike.
In addition, the Chinese were alleged to
have illegally transferred hybrid technol-
ogy to their own engineers. Now, the
Chinese are past masters at this across the
world, and there is no doubt that over the
past few years that SAIC has become a
global leader in battery-electric and
hybrid technology. Anyhow, the South
Korean Government, which had bailed
the loss-making carmaker out, sold it to
Mahindra. And a few years ago, as a result,
India got the previous-generation
Ssangyong Rexton. 

Frankly, the Rexton was an excellent
car but it was on the slightly expensive side
being an import and went up against the
first-generation Fortuner. Those who
own the Rexton love the car, but it did not
quite sell, partially because there was no
separate Ssangyong network to service the
car and Mahindra dealers found them-
selves a bit stretched when it came to the
Rexton, as a few owners have narrated. 

Now, surprisingly Mahindra did not
bring the new Ssangyong Tivoli, the first
new Ssangyong product since the takeover
to India. The Tivoli is a Creta-sized car
and has been doing relatively well on glob-
al markets. Maybe the Tivoli’s price
would have been far too similar to that of
the XUV500. What was not surprising is
that Mahindra decided to bring in the new
Rexton but badge it with a Mahindra tag,
change the name and slot it above the
XUV500 in the Mahindra line-up. The
Alturas, while assembled by Mahindra, is
coming as a kit from Ssangyong’s facto-
ries in South Korea though. 

And let us be honest, when someone
is buying an off-road capable large SUV
in this segment, you go up against the
Toyota Fortuner, and particularly the
white Fortuner that every budding
baahubali is North India desperately
wants. The Fortuner has managed to show
off success without implying massive
amounts of wealth. It might not have the
best interiors, gimmicks or even off-road
capabilities (the Ford Endeavour’s ‘Terrain
Response System’ is far superior) but the
Fortuner has bullet-proof build quality
and a residual value that drives other car-
makers green with envy, even though the
Fortuner is topped by the Innova when
it comes to residual values.

So let us start on the car — The word
‘Alturas’ is Spanish for altitude or height.
Unlike the previous generation Rexton,
which was born from an earlier partner-
ship with Mercedes-Benz and Ssangyong
and thus had Mercedes underpinnings,
this car has an all-new chassis and a new
Ssangyong 2.2 litre engine which produces
178 horsepower. It still retains the
Mercedes-Benz 7G-tronic seven-speed
gearbox though. It is a large car and the
visual cues from the front and back make
it feel even larger. The Mahindra radia-
tor grille and badge, the only change from
the Rexton, do impart a bit of a family look
to the Alturas. The lines above the wheel

arches make it look more muscular. If
there is something odd from the exteri-
or, it is the sharply raked rear quarter-glass.
Now that sharp rake is there on many
SUVs nowadays, but it does have a
major price to pay. 

The front of the Alturas is really where
you want to sit, the quilted leather (in tan)
feels superb, the front seats are ventilat-
ed, a feature am glad a carmaker beyond
Hyundai has taken up in an “affordable”
segment. The infotainment screen takes
a few seconds to fire up but is pretty good
with all the standard fitments such as sup-
port for Android Auto and Apple CarPlay.
A large digital display between the dials
on the instrument cluster has a lot of gim-
micks for someone driving to play
through. The steering controls are intu-
itive and the overall fit and finish, includ-
ing that of the plastics of the car, feels far
more premium than on any other vehi-
cle that wears a Mahindra badge. To be
honest, I did not try the air-conditioner
given the very pleasant weather. 

Getting into the second row, howev-
er, is not that easy given the ride height
of the car and any owner should serious-
ly consider fitting the optional stepping
board, even though that might not suit the
lines of the car. That said, the second row
has a grab handle to enter unlike the dri-
ver and front passenger. 

The big problem I have with the
Alturas is in the third row. Now third
rows are not that comfortable and real-
ly not a place that I would want to spend
any part of my life. But in a pinch it
works, even on this car. But that sharply
raked windowline I talked about, well
that gives a very thick pillar at the back
and this makes the Alturas’ third row feel
dark. I was out on a sunny morning and
that third row, already cramped by virtue
of being a third row, felt downright
depressing. And I am very sure I am not
the only one feeling this way.

How is the Alturas to drive? Well, on
power it is between the Fortuner and
Endeavour and the 2.2 diesel is torquey
enough that even 178 horsepower feels
enough. The car does accelerate very
well up to speed and importantly feels
planted at highway cruising speeds.
However, I will not call the steering pre-
cise but that is something par for the
course for large SUVs. The car will have
a four-wheel drive option with the abil-
ity to change from two-wheel high ratio
to four-wheel high ration drive on the
fly. The Alturas is more than capable
enough as a two-wheel drive car and
while I had the option, I never used four-
wheel drive. 

What I did like about the Alturas
was its ride comfort, and driving on
some rough unpaved roads, it did not
clatter and clang as one might expect and
even managed to keep up a decent rate
of knots. The gearbox is extremely
smooth and gear changes are made with-
out a judder, even the kickdown when
needed feels alright. However, if there is
a teeny-weeny issue I had, it was with the
manual gear-shifting option, which is
just a little clicker on the gear-lever, not
an ‘H-gate’ like many cars and there is
no paddle-shift option either. 

As a vehicle though, the Alturas is a
compelling proposition. It is comfortable
and luxurious and previous-generation
Rexton owners will be pleased. The
problem is that there were far too few pre-
vious generation Rexton owners and if
Mahindra is to make the Alturas a suc-
cess, it will not just be the price. The four-
wheel drive Alturas should have an ex-
showroom price under 30 lakhs under-
cutting the competition while offering a
better feature set. No, the big problem will
be reliability (the Fortuner, as mentioned
above is brilliant) as well as service but
most importantly retailing the car. Selling
a 30-lakh vehicle to a ‘sophisticated audi-
ence’ in the same showroom as a Bolero
might be a challenge. Some of these ques-
tions will be answered at the formal launch
of the Alturas in Jaipur on Saturday. As
for the car, well, I really liked it. 
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An amalgam of cultures in the
1870s India was not unheard of
though not talked about much
in contemporary times. “Those
blurring of lines between the

social, sexual and the creative can be noted
in the Company paintings, which had
Mughal-trained artists drawing Victorian-
inspired botanical paintings that were
expected to have scientific accuracy.
However, the art style was quirky to say the
least. Some of the paintings in the style cat-
egorised as Company paintings are
nowhere near scientific and instead lie close
to being abstracts. These basic annotations
to Indian art were mostly unknown and
now a string of exhibitions will make these
more accessible,” said William Dalrymple,
while taking a master class on the subject.  

In a series of presentations, the histo-
rian talked of how paintings on flora,
fauna and everyday life documented India
beyond the official story. For example, there
was Lady Impey, wife of Lord Impey, the
first chief justice of the Supreme Court of
Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, who
commissioned Sheikh Zain al-Din,
Bhawani and Ram Das, who were proba-
bly brothers, to draw   whatever she fan-
cied — shawl goats, storks and cranes. A
candid portrait of Sir David Ochterlony
drew laughs from the audience as it
revealed an unknown facet of him. The
man was dressed in Indian clothes while
smoking a hookah, likely opium than
tobacco, and had wives or maybe courte-
sans around him. Ochterlony had 13
Indian wives. His British ancestors looked
down at him from their perch on the walls
inside wooden frames. Dalrymple joked
that those ancestors were likely appalled at
what they saw. According to the author,
Company school paintings were the most
underrated and underpriced and could be
bought at as little as 15,000 pounds apiece
but were rare documents of social and cul-
tural history and could help us reassess per-
spectives.   

The physical and the performative
were porous and flowed into each other  at
Bikaner House where the Allure of India
exhibition, a tribute to Company paintings,
was held. For the uninitiated, the event was
organised by the Art Induct series of  The
Gujral Foundation to develop an awareness
of contemporary art forms and practices.
Model-turned art connoisseur Feroze
Gujral is pursuing a new passion, building
value for Indian arts  both domestically and
internationally, something that is lacking

at the moment. She thinks  that Indians are
too blasé towards unique creations since
it is routine for them but the only way to
garner attention and create value is to
acknowledge the customised nature of the
products. “We each wear an individual
saree. No two are the same. We don’t realise
that there is very high custom design in the
rest of the world. It is high couture to get
a single outfit made by somebody. My
house help, you, me, everybody has a sin-
gular garment that is spectacular. We don’t
think that’s rare. We have hand-woven car-
pets, wall decor and jewellery but nobody
realises how unique they are,” said she. 

Asked how the arts battles mass pro-
duction, Feroze added, “There is no mass
production of our theatre, workshops or
dance shows. There are  films and the enter-
tainment industry, the only creative disci-
plines  that have managed to do that to
India. Even literature is not. We have at least
24 languages and 113 dialects, which
make us so unique. All of this needs to be
curated and made relevant through discus-
sions.” 

All the more reason for us to address
the shortfalls in infrastructure, policy and
generate awareness. “We have a lack of
museums and infrastructure. There are not
enough spaces for the pursuit of arts, work-
shops and studio spaces. For example, we
have tried hard to organise spaces for the
Kochi Bienniale. We facilitate and provide
spaces, big and small. Mentorships and
partnerships are also lacking and we try to
give advice too,” she said of her initiative. 

However, she sees a change in attitude
towards reception and acceptance  of arta
in the country. “Thanks to the internet,
people  are beginning to think it’s cool to
become an artiste. It’s possible as a lifestyle
and as sustenance instead of a regular
salary. It’s possible alongside being married
or having a job. Today, we had a lone gen-
tleman in the audience who works in nat-
ural gas and oil but is a painter. It’s won-
derful that he can be uninhibited about it.
Most Indians would not say ‘I’m a house-
wife and a dancer’ with confidence, as if the
pursuit of the arts was nothing more than
a hobby, not even an added skill set. Now
there’s a new-found pride in saying so. So
far, becoming an artiste was a rare career
choice. No mother would say that ‘Ok dar-
ling, don’t do engineering’ but it’s begin-
ning to happen now,” she said. 

Apart from the Venice Biennale, the
foundation has also partnered with the
London Design Biennale and have exhib-

ited in Berlin as well. “Internationally, there
is very low visibility of contemporary and
high visibility of craft and textile. Those
skills are still known. People can identify
if a textile is made in India. Lot of the Indian
fashion to the Western world is costume.
When they look at an Indian wedding, it’s
costume. There is a fantasmic idea. Nobody
thinks India is great for ceramic, terracot-
ta or sculpture. There is a lot of curiosity
and reverence to the ancients like the Taj
Mahal, miniatures or Company paintings.
Contemporary India’s art has not received
the same attention but having said that, we
are a very young country, we are only 70
years old and we can yet change discourse,”
she said. 

Along the way, she’s faced not just  hur-
dles in doing the kind of projects she wants
to but faced constraints in the audience as
well. “People don’t understand or come
with the enthusiasm,” she concluded. 

“The project was meant to be an intro-
duction without making art academic or
distant. We collaborated with YFLO
because they are perceptive and from the
industry. We can’t do random open groups
because it doesn’t come with a cohesive
nature of the right age group or education,”
said Feroze. 

With sessions on contemporary dance,
art education, design and more, the event
tried to touch on art practice and praction-
ers and platforms available to them. As a
foundation it also establishes patronage for
artists from India providing funding and
a platform. 

“We always give the funding. It comes
from us. We do, for special projects, try and
get patrons or sponsors or support in dif-
ferent ways, but it’s hard. The only project
we raise money for is the Venice Bienniale
but that was because it was international.
That’s the only time we have asked for
money in 10 years and we gotten money
in that time. So people like Radhika
Chopra and Rajan Anandan from Google,
they gave us a large amount instantly
because they believed in what we were
doing. People from the art world like
Dinesh Wazirani, Vikram Gandhi from
New York, Ratan Chaddha from the UK
and Netherlands. A lot of Indians under-
stood the value of showcasing India. The
rest of the time, we don’t have a strong pro-
gramme but we are starting one now. We
also feel that we have done enough now,
so it’s not just about getting funding but
clever money,” said she. 
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Dolce&Gabbana goods
disappeared Thursday
from Chinese e-com-

merce sites as the fallout grew
over remarks insulting to China
that were apparently made by
two of its Instagram accounts.
The company has blamed hack-
ers.

The three promotional
videos that led to the Instagram
fiasco showed a Chinese woman
using chopsticks to eat pizza and
other Italian food. Many in
China called them racist and full
of outdated stereotypes. The
videos were previously deleted
from the company’s account on
Weibo, a Chinese version of
Twitter.

Searches for
Dolce&Gabbana  turned up no
items on major online retailers
such as Alibaba’s Tmall and
JD.com. Both companies didn’t
respond to requests for com-
ment. A duty-free shop at the
Haikou Meilan airport on
China’s Hainan island posted a
photo of empty shelves on its
social media account, saying that
it had pulled all Dolce&Gabbana
products. It wrote in another

post that “Even if our power is
small, we have to show our
stance. We are proud of being
Chinese.”

The moves by retailers came
one day after several screenshots
were circulated online showing
co-founder Stefano Gabbana
referring to China with crude
terms and emojis as he defend-
ed promotional videos that had
sparked controversy earlier.

The comments were made
in a private message exchange
with another Instagram user.
Separately, the Dolce&Gabbana
account used offensive language

in another exchange.
The Italian luxury fashion

house apologised and said both
accounts had been hacked. “We
have nothing but respect for
China and the people of China,”
it wrote.

The apology was too late to
save a major extravaganza in
Shanghai that Dolce&Gabbana
had billed as one of its biggest
shows ever outside of Italy.

Major Chinese celebrities
threatened to boycott the event,
which had been scheduled for
Wednesday night, and the com-
pany finally called it off. Actress

Zhang Ziyi, who starred in
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,
said that the Italian brand had
“disgraced itself.”

An analyst said the bad
publicity will have a lasting
effect. “It’s the kiss of death for
Dolce&Gabbana,” said Shaun
Rein, founder and managing
director of China Market
Research Group in Shanghai. “I
expect them to have a real
tough time over the next six to
12 months.”

Rein said it’s a big mistake
when Westerners come up with
creative content but don’t under-
stand how the campaigns will be
received by Chinese consumers.
He noted a trend of rising
nationalism in China. “So if you,
as a Western brand, do anything
that looks like you are mocking
or making fun of Chinese cul-
ture, that’s a big no-no,” he said.

The ruling Communist
Party’s People’s Daily newspaper
wrote on Weibo: “China has
always been friendly to foreign
businesses. But it doesn’t mean
there’s no bottom line. There is
a deal only when there is
respect.” H#�
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Intensive livestock farming is
a huge global industry that
serves up millions of tons of

beef, pork and poultry every
year. When I asked one pro-
ducer recently to name some-
thing his industry thinks about
that consumers don’t, he replied,
“Beaks and butts.” This was his
shorthand for animal parts that
consumers — especially in
wealthy nations — don’t choose
to eat.

On Thanksgiving, turkeys
will adorn close to 90 per cent
of US dinner tables. But one part
of the bird never makes it to the
groaning board, or even to the
giblet bag: the tail. The fate of
this fatty chunk of meat shows
us the bizarre inner workings of
our global food system, where
eating more of one food pro-
duces less-desirable cuts and
parts. This then creates demand
elsewhere — so successfully in
some instances that the foreign
part becomes, over time, a
national delicacy.

�����	�����
Industrial-scale livestock

production evolved after Word
War II, supported by scientific
advances such as antibiotics,
growth hormones and, in the
case of the turkey, artificial
insemination. (The bigger the
tom, the harder it is for him to
do what he’s supposed to do:
procreate.)

US commercial turkey pro-
duction increased from 16 mil-
lion pounds in January 1960 to
500 million pounds in January
2017. Total production this year
is projected at 245 million birds.

That includes a quarter-
billion turkey tails, also known
as the parson’s nose, pope’s nose
or sultan’s nose. The tail is actu-
ally a gland that attaches the
turkey’s feathers to its body. It is
filled with oil that the bird uses
to preen itself, so about 75 per
cent of its calories come from fat.

It’s not clear why turkeys
arrive at US stores tailless.
Industry insiders have suggest-
ed to me that it may simply have
been an economic decision.
Turkey consumption was a nov-
elty for most consumers before
World War II, so few developed
a taste for the tail, although the
curious can find recipes online.
Turkeys have become larger,
averaging around 30 pounds
today compared to 13 pounds in
the 1930s. We’ve also been
breeding for breast size, due to
the American love affair with
white meat: one prized early big-
breasted variety was called
Bronze Mae West. Yet the tail
remains.

�������	�	�����
Rather than letting turkey

tails go to waste, the poultry
industry saw a business oppor-
tunity. The target: Pacific Island
communities, where animal
protein was scarce. In the 1950s
US poultry firms began dump-
ing turkey tails, along with
chicken backs, into markets in
Samoa. (Not to be outdone, New
Zealand and Australia exported
“mutton flaps,” also known as
sheep bellies, to the Pacific
Islands.) With this strategy, the
turkey industry turned waste
into gold.

By 2007 the average Samoan
was consuming more than 44
pounds of turkey tails every year
— a food that had been
unknown there less than a cen-
tury earlier. That’s nearly triple
Americans’ annual per capita
turkey consumption.

When I interviewed
Samoans recently for my book
No One Eats Alone: Food as a
Social Enterprise, it was imme-
diately clear that some consid-
ered this once-foreign food part
of their island’s national cuisine.
When I asked them to list pop-
ular “Samoan foods,” multiple
people mentioned turkey tails —
frequently washed down with a
cold Budweiser.

How did imported turkey
tails become a favorite among
Samoa’s working class? Here
lies a lesson for health educators:
The tastes of iconic foods can-
not be separated from the envi-
ronments in which they are

eaten. The more convivial the
atmosphere, the more likely
people will be to have positive
associations with the food.

Food companies have
known this for generations. It’s
why Coca-Cola has been ubiq-
uitous in baseball parks for
more than a century, and why
many McDonald’s have
PlayPlaces. It also explains our
attachment to turkey and other
classics at Thanksgiving. The
holidays can be stressful, but
they also are a lot of fun.

As Julia, a 20-something
Samoan, explained to me, “You
have to understand that we eat
turkey tails at home with fami-
ly. It’s a social food, not some-
thing you’ll eat when you’re
alone.”

Turkey tails also come up in
discussions of the health epi-
demic gripping these islands.
American Samoa has an obesi-
ty rate of 75 per cent. Samoan
officials grew so concerned that
they banned turkey tail imports
in 2007.

But asking Samoans to
abandon this cherished food

overlooked its deep social
attachments. Moreover, under
World Trade Organization rules,
countries and territories gener-
ally cannot unilaterally ban the
import of commodities unless
there are proven public health
reasons for doing so. Samoa was
forced to lift its ban in 2013 as
a condition of joining the WTO,
notwithstanding its health wor-
ries.
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If Americans were more

interested in eating turkey tails,
some of our supply might stay
at home. Can we bring back so
called nose-to-tail animal con-
sumption? This trend has gain-
ing some ground in the United
States, but mainly in a narrow
foodie niche.

Beyond Americans’ gener-
al squeamishness toward offal
and tails, we have a knowledge
problem. Who even knows how
to carve a turkey anymore?
Challenging diners to select,
prepare and eat whole animals
is a pretty big ask.

Google’s digitisation of old
cookbooks shows us that it was-
n’t always so. The American
Home Cook Book, published in
1864, instructs readers when
choosing lamb to “observe the
neck vein in the fore quarter,
which should be of an azure-
blue to denote quality and sweet-
ness.” Or when selecting veni-
son, “pass a knife along the
bones of the haunches of the
shoulders; if it smell [sic] sweet,
the meat is new and good; if
tainted, the fleshy parts of the
side will look discolored, and the
darker in proportion to its stal-
eness.” Clearly, our ancestors
knew food very differently than
we do today.

It is not that we don’t know
how to judge quality anymore.
But the yardstick we use is cal-
ibrated — intentionally, as I’ve
learned — against a different
standard. The modern industrial
food system has trained con-
sumers to prioritise quantity and
convenience, and to judge fresh-
ness based on sell-by-date stick-
ers. Food that is processed and
sold in convenient portions
takes a lot of the thinking
process out of eating.

If this picture is bothersome,
think about taking steps to
recalibrate that yardstick. Maybe
add a few heirloom ingredients
to beloved holiday dishes and
talk about what makes them
special, perhaps while showing
the kids how to judge a fruit or
vegetable’s ripeness. Or even
roast some turkey tails.
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The medicinal herb
moringa, also known as
horseradish tree or

drumstick tree, has entered
the echelons of superfoods. Its
incredible medicinal usage
which is claimed by many cul-
tures and communities are
now being confirmed by sci-
ence. Through research, the
moringa leaves were found to
contain many essential nutri-
ents like vitamins, minerals,
antioxidants, phytochemicals
and anti-inflammatory agents. 

Research shows that just
about every part of the plant
can be utilised in some way, be
it the fruits, seeds, leaves, bark
or roots, everything is used in
treating various conditions. It
has shown to act as an anti-
diabetic agent. A research

demonstrated that a single
dose of four grams of moringa
leaves powder capsules signif-
icantly increased
insulin secretion in
healthy people with-
out any adverse effects
on liver and kidney
function.

It also pos-
sesses potential
t h e r ap e u t i c
effects to fight
cancers, arthri-
tis and even
reduce tumors. A
study published in 2011 by
Asian pacific journal of cancer
prevention showed that admin-
istration of moringa powder
reduced the incidence and
multiplicity of tumors by a sig-
nificant rate hence establishing

it as a potential chemo-pre-
ventive agent.

Such high antioxidant con-
tent of moringa leaves is

because of

polyphenols, phytochemicals
and flavonols make it an effec-
tive anti-inflammatory agent.
Inflammation can lead to
chronic diseases like diabetes,

respiratory problems, cardio-
vascular disease, arthritis, and
obesity. They suppress inflam-
matory enzymes and proteins
in the body and therefore
reduce inflammation to a great
extent.

Moringa even
works as a great anti-
ageing agent by bal-
ancing hormones
and improving skin

health. The antibacte-
rial and antifungal

properties help in pro-
tecting the skin from various

conditions such as acne break-
outs, removing dandruff and
healing burns and wounds.

One easy way in to include
moringa in your routine is by
consuming it in form of pow-
der or capsule. Here’s a healthy

detox smoothie recipe, to start
your day with Moringa to gain
the associated health benefits:

������	�����	�������	
Ingredients:
● ¼ cup spinach or kale leaves
● 1/2 banana
● ½ apple
● 6 almonds
● 1 date
● ½ cup coconut water
●½ tsp moringa leaves powder
● 1 cup ice

Directions:
Place all smoothie ingredients
in a high-speed blender and
blend until smooth.
Pour into a glass and drink it
within 10-15 minutes of
preparing.

It hasn’t been long that the
Washington Post tagged Asian
food as the fastest growing cuisine
in the world. With a wide array of
dishes, the cuisine raises a culi-

nary storm and curiosity among food
connoisseurs. To cater to this inquisi-
tiveness around the cuisine, Asian
Hawkers’ Market brings its sixth edition
to the city with about a hundred dish-
es from nine different countries of Asia.

Eating out is not just about eating
chowmein, momo, tandoori chicken or
having pav-bhaaji and choley bhature at
any family friendly restaurant. There’s
more to food today when the world is
at our doors, says Atul Sikand, one of
the founding members of the market.
And when people do opt for interna-
tional cuisine, unlike a decade ago when
options were limited to noodles, burg-
ers and pizzas, flavours from Thailand,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Japan, Singapore,
Burma and other nations are ruling our
hearts and minds. 

He believes that since Indians have
loved noodles for decades and they now
welcome their variants. “Indians love
Chinese food. It is our favourite cuisine
and the most-loved one if we talk about
food from the Asian palate,” he says.

So how was such a market first con-
ceptualised?

Atul says that it originated from a
random conversation with one of his
partners, chef Tanveer Kwatra. “We
tried to conceptualise a space that
wasn’t like a Diwali mela or a regular
food festival. We wanted something
more dedicated to a very oriental and

authentic pan-Asian cuisine. We want-
ed to make sure that each restaurant
could serve food at reasonable prices
that wouldn’t break your pockets,” he
says.

The open arena of the DLF Select
City Walk will soon be filled with kiosks
catering a variety of Asian dishes. But
the festival is not limited to that. Live
entertainment, performances, music
will accompany the delightful savouries
on your plates. 

Atul tells us that over “60 per cent
of the restaurants serving are new.”
From Kiara Soul Kitchen, Pra Pra
Prankster, Pa Pa Ya, You Mee,
Swad, Kampai, The Bento Cafe,
Pikkle, The Trial Box,
Bonhomia, there
are a variety of
p a n - A s i a n -
based outlets
that have been
making their
own spin on the
food.

Other than that,
he names some old
favourites like “Plum
from Mumbai and a
famous coffee outlet from Goa.”

“If there is an Italian spaghetti pasta,
there is also a Thai raw papaya salad or
Tom yum, which is also served in the
shape of noodles, much different in taste
and much healthier for diet.” Similarly,
there are Nepali momo, Japanese sushi
rolls and dim sums to savour.  

He says that “today everyone is
familiar with new food trends” thanks

to the internet and bringing them
under one roof was “important.” There
would be Malaysian laksa, Hainanese
chicken rice, Chinese spring rolls,
Indonesian chicken curry, Japanese
sushi, Vietnamese satay, Thai tom yum,
Cambodian fried tofu chilly garlic and
other delicacies at the market. 

He believes that with the entry of
new food trends the restaurant culture
in the city has found new life. There is
no more a single space like Connaught

Place or Khan Market, a lot more
hubs, smaller and bigger in

size, have burgeoned
depending on the audi-
ence nearby. Not just
this, “people are very
well-read today, and the

acceptance of a
global platter has

been amazing.
Delhi is spoilt for choic-

es and they have a
very discerning

food taste.”
W h i l e

t a l k i n g
about the

challenges in
the making the

festival a hit, he
says that basic infra-

structural concerns like hassle-free
parking, hygiene and the right prices are
“priorities”. In this Asian food street,
every plate promises a culinary surprise,
or so believes Atul.

(The fest will go on till November 25
at DLF Select Citywalk, Saket.)
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One of the most decorated
boxer in amateur boxing
arena, India’s superwoman

M C Mary Kom inched a step clos-
er to her record sixth Gold medal
at Boxing World’s by reaching the
48kg final but her young fellow
Lovlina Borgohain had to settle for
a Bronze after losing her semifinal
bout in 69kg in the Women's World
Boxing Championship on Thursday.

The 35-year-old Mary Kom,
who already has five Gold medals
in her kitty, thrashed her North
Korean opponent Mi Hyang Kim in
a unanimous 5-0 decision in the last
four clash.

And now in the summit clash
on Saturday, She will take on
Ukraine's Hanna Okhota challenge,
whom the Indian had beaten earli-
er this year in Polish tourney.

"I have beaten this North
Korean opponent in the Asian
Championships last year and that
time it was a one-sided bout. She
could not touch me in that bout. But
win or lose, every boxer always
learns and I think she has learnt
(from that bout).

"At the same time I also have
learnt and I came prepared to
defend and counter. I am happy that
I am in the final," Mary Kom said
after the semifinal bout.

The semifinal bout began on a
cautious note with both pugilists try-
ing to understand each other's
game in the first round which had
very few clean punches. In the sec-
ond round, both showed their

aggressive intent and the North
Korean threw a flurry of quick
punches.

The Indian, who won her first
World Championships medal — a
Silver — in the inaugural edition,
drew from her vast reservoir of
experience as she ducked the punch-
es and then, with quick feet move-
ment, launched her own attack to
land crucial punches on her oppo-

nent.
"My opponent was taller than

me and strong also. Taller boxers can
have the advantage because of their
reach, they can get inside immedi-
ately and come back again. But once
inside the ring, I don't care whether
my opponent is tall or not, I play my
game," she added.

Mary Kom had earlier beaten
Okhota, who she will meet in the

final, in the Silesian International
Boxing Championships in Poland
earlier this year.

"I have beaten her in Poland. I
will read that bout and plan my
strategy. I hope to beat her again,"
Mary Kom said.

India, however, suffered a jolt as
the second semifinalist of the day,
Lovlina lost 4-0 to Chen Nien-Chin
of Taipei, who had won a Bronze in

the 2016 World Championships in
75kg.

The two pugilists went for
attack in the first round itself and
punches landed on both but neither
managed to completely dominate.

In the second round, the Taipei
boxer let Lovlina do the attacking
and waited for opportune time to hit
on the counter.

Unfortunately, Lovlina received
a warning from the referee in the
third round for hitting at the back
of the head of the opponent and one
point was cut from all the five
judges.

The one-point reduction, how-
ever, did not make much of a dif-
ference as Chen eventually won 29-
27, 29-27, 28-28, 29-27, 30-26.
Lovlina did not win any single
round.

"Accoridng to me, the bout was
all right but not that good as I would
have expected. But I gave my 100 per
cent. A point was cut from me in the
final round, but there was a lot of
closing, pulling and pushing from
both of us. I lost because of the point
reduction (due to warning)," she
said after her bout.

"I am feeling bad. After I could
not win a medal in the
Commonwealth Games, my aim
was to win a Gold in the World
Championships. But I have to set-
tle for a Bronze. I wanted a Gold so
it is disappointing," Lovlina said.

On Friday, two more Indians
are in the fray in the semifinals.
Sonia Chahal will take on Hwa Son
Jo  in 57kg while Simranjit Kaur will
square off against Dan Dou in 64 kg.
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Defending champion Sameer
Verma and former champions

Saina Nehwal and Parupalli Kashyap
progressed to the quarterfinals of the
Syed Modi International World Super
Tour 300 with contrasting victories,
here on Thursday.

Second-seeded Saina, who
is a three-time winner of the
Lucknow tourney, defeated
Amolika Singh Sisodiya 21-14,
21-9, while 2012 and 2015 cham-
pion Kashyap recovered from a game
down to see off Indonesia's Firman
Abdul Kholik 9-21, 22-20, 21-8 in
another match.

Third seed Sameer beat China's
Zhao Junpeng 22-20, 21-17  and will
meet China's Zhou Zeqi.

Former Olympic Bronze medallist,
Saina will next face eight seeded com-
patriot Rituparna Das, who beat fellow

Indian Shruti Mundada 21-11, 21-15
in a one-sided clash. Kashyap will meet
Thailand's Sitthikom Thammasin,
seeded 8th.

B Sai Praneeth, seeded 4th,
brushed aside Indonesia's Shesar Hiren
Rhustavito 21-12, 21-10 and will take

on China's Lu Guangzu, seeded
sixth, ended the run of
Saarlorlux champion Subhankar
Dey with a 21-13, 21-10 win.

In women's singles, Sai
Uttejitha Rao Chukka also

notched up a 21-12, 21-15 win
over compatriot Reshma Karthik 21-
12, 21-15. She will square off against
former Olympic champion Li Xuerui,
seeded 7th.

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa also entered the last
eight by defeating compatriots Shivam
Sharma and Poorvisha S Ram 12-21,
21-14, 21-15 in a mixed doubles
match. 
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Kerala on Thursday blew
away home favourites

Bengal by nine wickets and with
a day to spare for their second
successive win in the Ranji
Trophy, consolidating the posi-
tion atop the Elite Group B
standings.

Sandeep Warrier comple-
mented opener Jalaj Saxena's
first innings 143 with an
impressive 5/33 in the second
essay, and the Kerala pacer rat-
tled the top four Bengal bats-
men, including a well-set skip-
per Manoj Tiwary (62), to set
up the win.

Warrier was at his best
during his second spell (7-2-10-
2) in the post-lunch session,
when he broke a 69-run third
wicket stand between Tiwary
and Sudeep Chatterjee (39).

He extracted reverse swing
and cleaned up Tiwary with an
incoming delivery before dis-
missing Chatterjee (39) in his
next over. From thereon, it was
just a matter of time as the last
eight wickets managed to add
just 69 runs to be bundled out
for 184 in 56.5 overs.

Kerala knocked off the 41-
run target in 11 overs to hand
Bengal their first loss at the
Eden Gardens since
December 2014, when
they succumbed to
Karnataka by an identi-
cal margin.

Kerala had a golden
chance to complete the win by
10 wickets, which would have
given the visitors a bonus point,
but Bengal denied that with
pacer Mukesh Kumar cleaning
up first innings hero and Man
of the Match Saxena for 26.

Kerala settled for six points
to lead the table with 13, while
Bengal remained on six points.

With this defeat, Bengal's
hope for a qualifying suffered a
big blow as tougher challenges
lie ahead with three back-to-
back away matches beginning
with Tamil Nadu from
November 28 to December 1.

They have two home
matches left against Delhi and
Punjab.

Kerala, who beat
Andhra in the previous
round, face Madhya
Pradesh at home.

�2����	����	����	
�������5 Hosts Karnataka
gained an upper hand by tak-
ing the crucial first innings lead
over Mumbai in their Elite
Group A game.

Karnataka bundled out
Mumbai for a meagre 205 in
reply to their own 400 to take
a huge 195-run first innings
lead at the KSCA Stadium here.

At stumps on the penulti-
mate day of the four-day game,
Karnataka were 81 for 3 with
first innings hero
Krishnamurthy Siddharth (30
not out) and experienced Stuart
Binny (2 not out) holding the
fort.

Karnataka bowlers, led by

medium pacer Ronit More,
rose to the occasion against the
depleted Mumbai line-up with-
out mainstays Rohit Sharma,
Ajinkya Rahane, Prithvi Shaw

and Shreyas Iyer, who are on
national duty.

More grabbed5 for 52 to
make regular inroads into
Mumbai.

Apart from opener Jay Bista
(70), other batsmen faltered as
Mumbai conceded the lead.

Meanwhile, at Raipur,
Railways managed to eke out a
30 -run first innings lead
against hosts Chhattisgarh.

At Nagpur, Baroda trailed
hosts and reigning champions
Vidarbha by 241 runs after
they finished day 3 at 288 for 7
with Aditya Waghmode and
Deepak Hooda slamming hun-
dreds.

At Nadiad (Gujarat),
Saurashtra captain Jaydev Shah
led from the front as his side
managed to take a 25-run first
innings lead.

Shah remained unbeaten
on 81.

���������I�	��������	
�����5	 Rajasthan, who con-
ceded the first -innings lead to
hosts Jharkhand, made a splen-
did comeback in their second
essay in their Elite Group
match.

Rajasthan, who were bun-
dled out for 100 in the first
innings and conceded the lead,
made up for the mistakes in the
second outing, as they put on
379 on the board to leave
Jharkhand with a challenging
victory chase.

Jharkhand, bowled out for
152 in their first innings, were
24 for no loss at stumps on day
three and required 304 more for
an outright win on the final day.

Ashok Menaria, who hit a
stroke-filled 125 off 325 balls,
led Rajasthan's fight back in the
second innings, while Rajesh
Bishnoi Jr chipped in with a
gritty 82 off 145-balls.

At Guwahati, Odisha ticked
all the boxes to defeat hosts
Assam by nine wickets.

Rajesh Mohanty emerged
as the star bowler for Odisha as
he picked up six wickets in the
second essay.

At Rohtak, Goa required
another 255 runs for an out-
right victory against Haryana.

���	� ��5��

The man who spun New Zealand to a
stunning victory in the first Test

against Pakistan has vowed to keep the
pressure on the home team when the two
sides meet again in the second Test in
Dubai on Saturday.

Left-arm spinner Ajaz Patel had a
dream start to his Test career, claiming
a memorable 5-59 in Abu Dhabi to help
New Zealand pull off a sensational four-
run win after setting Pakistan a modest
176-run target.

The 30-year-old, who collected the
man of the match award in Abu Dhabi,
said keeping up the pressure is the key
in a Test.

"I think it will be pretty much the
same plan, to keep the pressure for a
longer period of time and keep bowling
good balls in good areas," Patel said.

"A good ball is a good ball in Test

cricket and batters respect that. Likewise
they will put pressure back on us so it's
a bit of a cat and mouse game, backward
and forward, so we will do our best."

Pakistan have been stung by the crit-
icism of their self-destructive batting
which saw them throw away their last
seven wickets for just 41 runs. The
Black Caps are preparing for the back-

lash.
"Pakistan batsmen are good players

of spin and after that defeat they will go
hard on us so we will be ready for that,"
said Patel.

Another win would give New
Zealand their first series triumph away
to Pakistan since Graham Dowling led
them to a 1-0 success in 1969.

Patel praised New Zealand's never-
say-die approach.

"To be honest we had the belief that
it can happen on this wicket which was-
n't easy to bat on and we kept that belief
that we can pull that off," said Patel.

Patel said New Zealand have a tra-
dition of fighting hard.

"I think it's a very much a New
Zealand environment thing, that is that
everything is possible at any point of time
and we always go out and fight regard-
less of chasing or defending a small total
or a large total.
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Marin Cilic heads into this
weekend's Davis Cup final

against reigning champions
France in Lille bidding to put his
woes against Argentina two
years ago to bed by leading
Croatia to victory.

The former US Open cham-
pion led Juan Martin del Potro
by two sets in the 2016 final in
Zagreb with the hosts only
needing one more win for the
title, but slipped to an agonising
defeat as Argentina roared back
to lift the trophy.

But now he has the chance
to claim a first Davis Cup in the
final year before the controver-
sial new format is implemented
by the ITF.

Croatia will be slight

favourites despite having to face
France on clay at the Stade
Pierre-Mauroy, with world num-
ber 12 Borna Coric supporting
the seventh-ranked Cilic.

"Two years ago, we were in
the lead on the last day and very
close to winning it," remem-
bered Cilic.

"We have a new opportuni-
ty. It's a big challenge and a great
motivation."

France's leading man is
Lucas Pouille, who has slipped
out of the top 10 to 32nd in the
rankings this year, while Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga is struggling to
regain full fitness after several
spells off the court through
injury.

But Cilic, who also reached
the 2017 Wimbledon final and
the Australian Open final earli-
er this year, is wary of a France
team that ended a 16-year wait
for their 10th Davis Cup crown
by beating Belgium 12 months
ago.

"It's hard to say that Croatia
are favourites," he insisted.

"France are playing at home,
in front of their home fans. They

have a strong doubles team -- it's
an open match." One of the keys
to the tie will be whether the big-
hitting Cilic and Coric can
adapt to playing on clay after a
long hardcourt season.

The 30-year-old Cilic has
won only two of his 18 ATP titles
on the red dirt, although has
improved and reached the
French Open quarter-finals in
each of the last two years.

But he is confident that he
will be ready and will not be
fatigued after last week's exit
from the ATP Finals in London
at the round-robin stage.

"I don't think that it's a big
problem," Cilic added.

"We have four, five days to
prepare. It's not ideal, we would
love to have two or three weeks,
but I think it will be enough."
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Jonny Bairstow returns to the
England team for the final

Test against Sri Lanka on Friday
as the fourth player in three
matches to attempt the trou-
blesome number three batting
spot.

While England are looking
good as they aim for a 3-0
whitewash in the series, they
need some reliability from their
leading batsmen and captain Joe
Root is backing Bairstow, who
has lost the wicketkeeper's
gloves to Ben Foakes, to suc-
ceed.

"One thing we all know
about Jonny is whenever he's got
a point to prove or is up against
it, he generally comes out and
does something pretty special,"
said Root.

"Hopefully we see that with
Jonny this week -- that deter-
mination and drive to really
hammer that spot home for
himself. It's an opportunity for
him to try and nail that spot
down and he's more than capa-

ble of doing it."
The 29-year-old Bairstow

has admitted his frustration at
getting injured in training before
the first Test of the tour and los-
ing his place to Foakes.

"It's difficult. No one wants
to not be playing," Bairstow said
this week. "The last two-and-a-
half years I've been in the team,
and it was only three Tests ago
I was in the top 10 batters in the
world. And then you're not
playing."

Foakes hit a century on his

Test debut and has been out-
standing as wicketkeeper, freez-
ing Bairstow out of the reckon-
ing. But England desperately
need a reliable number three
after Moeen Ali and Ben Stokes
failed in the previous two Tests
-- as did Root batting at four
below a nightwatchman.

Bairstow's return means
that Stokes moves back down to
number five, while England's
other big change has been to rest
fast bowler Jimmy Anderson to
give Stuart Broad a chance.

Root said Broad, 32,
remains "invaluable" to the
England side even though he
has been overshadowed by 36-
year-old Anderson's feat in
becoming the fast bowler with
the most Test wickets.

"He's still one of England's
best bowlers -- I genuinely
believe that," said the captain,
who will next take his squad to
the West Indies this winter.

Broad will make his return
on the Sinhalese Sports Club
ground where he made his Test
debut in 2007.

Sri Lanka called back open-
ing batsman and part-time
bowler Danushka Gunathilaka
into their squad after his latest
suspension for misconduct.

Suranga will be without
spinner Akila Dananjaya, while
his suspect bowling action
undergoes International Cricket
Council tests.

With Rangana Herath now
retired, Surangal said missing
the pair was "a big loss". He still
wants a pitch suited to spinners
prepared in Colombo.
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India will be looking to
erase the memories of a
heart-breaking World Cup

final defeat last year when they
take on England in the semi-
finals of the ICC Women's
World T20 on Friday morning.

England beat India by nine
runs in an exciting final of the
50-over global meet, a tour-
nament that ushered a new era
for women's cricket in India.

To their credit,  the
'Women in Blue' have been
able to build on that momen-
tum and a fantastic run in the
ongoing World T20 is a testi-
mony to that.

India beat two formidable
teams in their group —the
'White Ferns' from New
Zealand by 34 runs and the
'Southern Stars' from Australia
by 48 runs — maintaining an
all-win record at the league
stage.

However, England, the
reigning ODI world champi-
ons, are a quality side in the
shortest format and the scars
of the summit clash loss at
Lord's can play on the minds
of Mithali  Raj and
Harmanpreet Kaur, the two
pillars of the women's side.

Skipper Harmanpreet's
performance will be key to
India's success as she is known
to rise to the occasion. She can
be safely termed as someone
who is a 'big match' player.

Even in the current World
T20, she has performed in two

group league matches — a
match-winning century
against New Zealand and a
quick-fire 43 against Australia,
which proved to be decisive in
the final context of the game.

She is currently leading

the tournament run-chart with
167 runs from four games at a
strike rate of 177 plus. Smriti
Mandhana, with 144 runs, is
fourth on the list.

Against England, India
will have their senior-most
player Mithali Raj back in the
side after being rested for the
final group game against
Australia as she was nursing a
niggle suffered while fielding
against Ireland. She will come
back in place of spinner Anuja
Patil.

Under new coach Ramesh
Powar, India's strategy of play-
ing a single pacer has worked

wonderfully as their
spinners have done well
throughout the group
league stages.

L e g - s p i n n e r
Poonam Yadav (8 wick-
ets) and left-arm spin-

ner Radha Yadav (7 wickets)
have been consistent through-
out the tournament.

Off-spinners Deepti
Sharma (4 wickets) and
Dayalan Hemlatha (5 wickets)
have also kept things tight.

Indian seamers Arundhati
Reddy (10 overs) and Mansi
Joshi (3 overs) have only
bowled 13 overs across the
four league games.

However, India played all
their group league matches at
the same venue —Providence
in Guyana — and will now
play a day/night game at a dif-
ferent venue.

For England, the focus
will be more on their seam

attack, comprising Anya
Shrubsole (7 wickets) and
Natalie Sciver (4 wickets).
They have been very eco-
nomical and have kept
Bangladesh and South Africa
under 100 runs.

However, Dani Wyatt (28
in 3 games) and skipper
Heather Knight (31 in three
games) haven't yet been test-
ed save the game against West
Indies, where England man-
aged only 115 for 8 batting
first and subsequently lost
the match by four wickets.

The highest individual
aggregate in this tournament
is 50 from three games by
Amy Jones but the semi-final
will be the real test for the two
teams.

�����
India: Harmanpreet Kaur
(captain), Smriti Mandhana,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Mithali
Raj, Deepti Sharma, Dayalan
Hemalatha, Veda
Krishnamurthy, Arundhati
Reddy, Radha Yadav,
Poonam Yadav, Ekta Bisht,
Taniya Bhatia (wk), Mansi
Joshi, Devika Vaidya, Anuja
Patil.
England: Heather Knight
(captain), Tammy
Beaumont, Sophia Dunkley,
Sophie Ecclestone, Tash
Farran, Kirstie Gordon,
Jenny Gunn, Danielle Hazell,
Amy Jones, Natalie Sciver,
Anya Shrubsole, Linsey
Smith, Fran Wilson, Lauren
Winfield, Danielle Wyatt.
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India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur credited new coach

Ramesh Powar for his contri-
bution in team building process
which has gone a long way in
India's praiseworthy perfor-
mance in the ongoing ICC
Women's World T20, where
they have reached semi-finals.

Powar was appointed after
Tushar Arothe's departure under
controversial circumstances
when some senior members
didn't like erstwhile coach's
training methods and perfor-
mance dipped after the high of
ODI World Cup.

"We have better plans and
we can aim bigger now. The self-
belief (is different). I can give
credit to Ramesh (Powar),
because from the time he joined
our team, our mindset and
approach has totally changed,"
Harmanpreet said on the eve of
semi-final against England.

The aim will be to carry on
with the winning momentum
rather than thinking about
revenge, said Indian captain.

"We need to live in the pre-
sent. At present, we're doing real-
ly well, I think. Other than
thinking about the past, we just
need to think what we need to
do in the next game," she played
down on the revenge part.

"We're taking it as another
game. We just need to focus on
what we have done well in the
last league games and those
things we need to just continue
now," Harmanpreet said on the
eve of their semi-final.

England captain Heather
Knight insisted Friday's clash
will be different to last year's
ODI World Cup.

"We take confidence from
the fact that we performed in
knockout matches before, but I
don't think it (the 50-over final)
counts for anything with the
game tomorrow (on Friday). It's
a different format, different
team for India, different captain
for them and things like that."

"It's all going to be about
Friday. We know T20 cricket, it's
whoever turns up on the day …
It's about us going out and
putting on a really strong per-
formance," she added.
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Stung by a narrow loss in the opening encounter, India
will like to reassess their playing combination while

aiming for a swift turn-around when they take on
Australia in the second T20I in Melbourne on Friday.

The hosts took a 1-0 lead in the three-match series,
which comprise three back-to-back matches in a short
span of five days.

Having won seven consecutive bilateral T20 series,
Kohli and his men will certainly want to make it eight
in a row and for that they may be forced to rejig both
their batting and bowling combinations.

Bidding for an eighth victory on the bounce now
doesn't seem as straightforward a proposition as it
looked earlier with the hosts ready to come all guns blaz-
ing after their all-round show in the first game.

The Indian batting
line-up could see some
rejigging in light of
KL Rahul's patchy
form. Since scoring
101 not out in the first T20I against England at
Manchester, Rahul hasn't been able to cross the 30-run
mark in next six matches.

The team management could also be tempted to
have a re-look at the bowling attack.

On a grassy surface, Krunal Pandya was plundered
for 55 runs in his four wicketless overs and was hit for
as many as half a dozen sixes.

If the MCG is also of Gabba's nature, Kohli might
be tempted to bring in leg spinner Yuzvendra Chahal,
who boasts of a brilliant wicket-taking record in T20Is.

Even then, it remains to be seen if the team man-
agement rings in any changes after such a close defeat,
especially when the balance is disturbed.

At Brisbane, the 'Men in Blue' were found slack-
ing in the field and it proved to be the ultimate dif-
ference in a seesawing game.

Even Kohli himself was guilty of poor effort on the
field on at least two occasions, dropping counterpart
Aaron Finch in the fourth over and later involved in
a misfielding from the deep.

Australia boasts of bigger grounds than in India,
with bigger boundaries of course, and the MCG will
prove to be another humongous challenge in that
regard.

The task is cut out in front of the team manage-
ment to work on fielding angles to elevate their efforts
in the second T20I.

It doesn't help that there is such a short turn-around
time during this series, that fielding coach R Sridhar
won't be able to work with the players at the MCG.

Any improvements in the field will have to be
drilled in theoretically in the dressing room. And thus
India will also seek to look at other areas where
improvements can be made.

The ploy to introduce Adam Zampa as the lone
spinner worked wonders for Australia and with an
intense fielding effort, Australia were able to make a
winning difference.

Things seem very different in the hosts' camp all
of a sudden, when they were simply considered sec-
ond best to the Men in Blue across all departments less
than 48 hours ago.

Melbourne is experiencing a stormy spell in the lat-
ter half of this week, so there is a slight chance that the
second T20I could also be rain-affected.
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Uncapped Victoria opener
Marcus Harris and rookie

speedster Chris Tremain have
been named in the 14-member
Australia squad for the first
two Test matches against India
starting December 6 in Adelaide.

The other good news was
return of fit-again Usman
Khawaja in the Tim Paine-led
side. 

Senior batsman Peter
Handscomb also returned to the
side on weight of domestic runs
after missing the away series
against Pakistan in UAE.

Among the rookies, Harris
has been included in the squad
on account of his superlative
form in Sheffield Shield, where
he has till date scored 437 runs
at 87.50 this season.

His teammate Tremain is
also among the five pace bowlers
picked, having taken 24 wickets
in this domestic season.

"Marcus Harris has forced
his way into the squad after an
impressive start to the Sheffield
Shield campaign for Victoria,
and in recent times has per-
formed in high pressure match-
es, including Sheffield Shield
finals," said chairman of selec-
tors Trevor Hohns.

"Not only has he made
plenty of runs, he has displayed
the mental application we
believe is required to compete at
Test cricket."

On Tremain, Hohns said:
"Chris Tremain has been per-
forming consistently with the

ball for Victoria," said Hohns.
"His form in the Sheffield

Shield has seen him become the
second highest wicket taker in
the competition this season. He
has also been a consistent wick-
et taker over the past two sea-
sons, and thoroughly deserves
his place in the squad."

Veteran Shaun Marsh strug-
gled against Pakistan but has
been in sublime touch since
returning home with ODI and
Shield centuries under his belt.

The bowling attack looks set
to return to the Ashes-winning
quartet of Mitchell Starc, Josh
Hazlewood, Pat Cummins and
Nathan Lyon.

The three NSW quicks will
be rested from the Blues Shield
match at Perth Stadium, sug-

gesting Victoria duo Tremain
and Peter Siddle are in the
squad as cover. Siddle is an
incumbent fast bowler having
played both Tests in the UAE,
but that was with Cummins and
Hazlewood on the comeback
trail from back injuries.
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Aunited India, "on and off the field", has
the capability to recreate history and lift

the men's hockey World Cup after 43 years,
feels the country's lone World Cup-winning
captain Ajitpal Singh.

India's only World Cup triumph came
in the third edition of the championships
way back in 1975, after a 2-1 win over
Pakistan at Kuala Lumpur.

Since then the eight-time Olympic
champions' best performance at the World
Cup was fifth-place finishes at the 1982 and
1994 editions.

But this time around
Ajitpal has high hopes
from Harendra Singh's
brigade and feels the world
ranked fifth Indian team
can do wonders if they play to its potential
and remain united throughout the event.

"Our team is looking sharper, more
combined, fitter. They have now learnt how
to handle hockey on turf. But the team
which plays together can achieve any-
thing," Ajitpal said.

"But for that we will have to remain unit-
ed on and off the field. Our target should
be nothing other than winning the Cup," he
added.

The former hockey stalwart also said
that anything less than semifinals would be
a below-par performance for the Indians in

front of their home fans.
"We should know how to handle pres-

sure. We should finish in top four and after
that it can be anybody's game," Ajitpal said.

Another hockey great Zafar Iqbal, a
member of India's last Olympic Gold-win-
ning side in 1980, opined with his senior
teammate and said the hosts need to play
like "champions" from the word go.

"It won't be easy as all the top hockey

playing nations of the world will be vying
for the Cup but India has a balanced team
with a mixture of youth and experience," he
said."We have the capability to play in the
semis or the final but for that we should play
like champions.

"Definitely there will be pressure but the
team is looking confident. We are now men-
tally much stronger and we should play
tough hockey against any team," he added.
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Mominul Haque equaled the
Bangladesh record with his eighth

Test century as he propelled the hosts
to 315-8 against the West Indies on the
opening day Thursday of the first Test.

Haque's 120 off 167 balls, featuring
10 boundaries and one six, was his sixth
century at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in just eight Test matches.

The left-hander also hit a peak
reached by only Virat Kohli this year,
matching the India captain's feat of four
Test hundreds in 2018. No other bats-
men have more than two.

His dismissal by Shannon Gabriel
triggered a collapse, as the fast bowler
took four wickets in 18 balls after tea,
dropping Bangladesh from 222-3 to
235-7.

The lower order showed grit to
recover, and at stumps Taijul Islam was
on 32 and debutant Nayeem Hasan on
24 in a 56-run unbroken stand for the
ninth wicket.

Haque went to the crease in the first
over of the day after the dismissal of
Soumya Sarkar, whose first Test innings
in a year lasted just two deliveries.

Haque shared a 104-run, second-
wicket partnership with Imrul Kayes,
who contributed 44.

Haque shared two more significant
partnerships - 48 with Mohammad
Mithun (20) and 69 with skipper
Shakib Al Hasan (34) to see the side pass
200 against the West Indies for the first
time in four years.

Haque's dominance kept the
Caribbean side at bay, and he equaled
Tamim Iqbal's record eight Test hun-
dreds in his 32nd test. He finally per-
ished to a loose shot just after tea off a
Gabriel full-length delivery outside off
stump.
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