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NATIONAL ANTHEMS

THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last
gleaming;
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the
perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly
streaming;
And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air;
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still
there;
Oh, say, does that Star Spangled Banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

HATIKVAH
Kol od ba-lay-vav p’nima, nefesh yehudi homi’ya
Ulfa-atey mizrach kadima, a-yin l’tzion tzo-fiya
Od lo avda tikvateynu, ha-tikvah sh’not alpa-yim
li-h’yot am chofshi b’artzeynu, eretz tzion
Yerushalayim

2023-24 Board of Managers

Hon. Megan E. Goldish
President
Joel B. Bruckman
1st Vice President
Alexander D. Marks
2nd Vice President
Kim Pressling
Recording Secretary
Erin M. Wilson
Financial Secretary
Michelle Milstein 
Treasurer
Hon. Myron F. Mackoff
Past President

Howard H. Ankin
Robert K. Blinick
Jacqueline B. Carroll
Todd D. Cohen
Sharon L. Eiseman
Hon. Robert E. Gordon
Hon. Deborah J. Gubin
Kahlia R. Halpern
Robert M. Karton
Joshua S. Kreitzer
Charles A. Krugel
Danielle Levin
Sylvie Manaster
Eden Messick
Jeffrey M. Moskowitz
Hon. Abbey Romanek
Hon. Lori Rosen
Hon. Geri Pinzur Rosenberg
Michael Rothmann
Hon. Pamela Saindon
Robert S. Schwartz
Adam J. Sheppard
Alon Stein
Michael H. Traison
Hon. Scott W. Tzinberg
Benjamin Usha

Past Presidents Council

Fred Lane
Stephen P. Patt
David N. Baum
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Michael Pekay
Kenneth R. Siegan
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Daniel E. Beederman
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Mitchell A. Orpett
Joel S. Hymen
Paul J. Sussman
Rabbi James M. Gordon
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Hon. Michael I. Bender
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Gerald S. Schur
Bonnie C. McGrath
Hon. Barbara M. Meyer
Stephen G. Baime
Lonny Ben Ogus
Hon. Michael B. Hyman
Shellie Karno
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Hon. James A. Shapiro
Hon. Andrea M. Schleifer
Hon. Barry S. Goldberg
Susan K. Horn
Hon. Michael A. Strom
James B. Goldberg
Hon. Joel L. Chupack
Deidre Baumann
Curtis B. Ross
Hon. Mitchell B. Goldberg
Jonathan D. Lubin
Helen B. Bloch
Patrick Dankwa John 
Mara S. Ruff

Honorary Life Members
Prof. Nina Appel
Hon. Edward R. Burr
Hon. Ronald S. Davis
Hon. Moshe Jacobius
Steven M. Levin
Rabbi Ralph Ruebner
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Incoming President’s Welcome Message  

Shalom and welcome. We are happy you can join us tonight, at 
our 89th annual Decalogue Installation and Awards Dinner, as we 
continue our proud tradition of furthering our commitment to justice, 
community, scholarship and philanthropy. 

Decalogue was founded in 1934, in response to rampant antisemitism, 
and the exclusion of Jewish lawyers from other organizations. It was 
during these tumultuous times, that a group of visionaries created the 
Decalogue Society, embodying the principles of the Ten Commandments. Founded on the 
values of justice, equality, and compassion, the organization created a safe haven for Jewish 
lawyers, fostered solidarity and camaraderie in the face of adversity, and gave the Jewish 
Community, “…a seat at the table.” Decalogue is the oldest, and remains one of the largest, 
Jewish Lawyers associations in the United States.

Though the world has changed significantly since 1934, the spirit of our founders remains 
strong, and our work continues to fulfill their mission. Recently, the number of hate crimes 
has increased to frightening levels, and the Jewish community has been targeted in the 
majority of these despicable acts. We are grateful for our allies and for the strength that 
has emerged within our own community. In the battle against racism, Jewish lawyers bring 
a unique perspective. They know firsthand what it feels like to be marginalized and face 
discrimination. They fight for justice not only for their own community, but for all those 
who have suffered at the hands of prejudice.

In addition, we strive to promote diversity within our profession, to practice law with compassion, 
and to improve the world around us, in the spirit of Tikkun Olam. In fact, all of this year’s 
awardees have dedicated themselves to diversifying and bettering our legal profession and our 
society. Through our impressive CLEs, philanthropic works and networking opportunities, we 
continue to create a lasting impact on the legal landscape, forging a path towards a more just 
and inclusive society. To illustrate, our Green Book event and our multi-bar model Seder, were 
informative, extremely well-attended, and co- hosted by a number of other bar associations. 
Moreover, our Social Action Committee regularly assists home bound individuals and our 
Foundation provides scholarships. Further, in May, we oversaw the first of its kind event 
honoring veterans in the legal profession, co-hosted with 39 other bar associations.

We honored our colleagues who served, and conducted a moving memorial service to 
remember our missing and fallen soldiers. Additionally, our fundraising efforts allowed us 
to make meaningful contributions to myriad Veterans’ organizations.

Congratulations to all of tonight’s awardees. Thank you to Joel Bruckman, Aviva Patt, Judge 
Lori Rosen, and the Board for their dedication. Thank you for attending tonight, and breaking 
(kosher) bread with us. We are thrilled you could join us as Justice, Justice, Shall We Pursue.

Sincerely,

Hon. Megan E. Goldish
President, Decalogue Society of Lawyers  

The Decalogue Society 
thanks the following people for their generosity which 

has made this event possible

BAR SPONSORS

Ankin Law Firm

Cozen O’Connor

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Steve, Tony, and Nick Goldish
Mary Sevandal Cohen for Judge

Matt & Scout Savage
Women’s Bar Association of Illinois (WBAI)

GOLD SPONSORS

Judge Neil H. Cohen & The Jewish Judges Association
Corboy & Demetrio

Diversity Scholarship Foundation
JAMS

David S. Olshansky
Rubin & Machado, Ltd
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The Decalogue Society 
thanks the following people for their generosity which 

has made this event possible

SILVER SPONSORS

Robert Blinick
Richard M. Colombik & Associates

Barry, Dina, Mitchell & Natasha Goldberg
Judge and Mrs. Benjamin S. Mackoff

Judge and Mrs. Myron Mackoff
Sylvie Manaster

Judge and Mrs. Scott Norris
Floyd Perkins & Kate Gainer
Robinson & Schwartz, LLC

Judge Pamela Saindon
Hon. Andrea Schleifer (ret.)

Judge James A. Shapiro & Karin Clifford
Sheppard Law Firm, P.C.
The Toney Law Firm, LLC

Judge Scott Tzinberg
Rena Marie Van Tine

The Decalogue Society 
thanks the following people for their generosity which 

has made this event possible

BRONZE SPONSORS

Judge Mohammad A. Ahmad
Bernstein Law Firm
Judge Sunil Bhave

Adam E. Bossov
Stephen G. Daday
Debjani D. Desai

Judge Lauren Edidin
Sharon L. Eiseman

Fisher Levine Law Group, LLP.
Sandra Frantzen, McAndrews Held & Malloy

Guy Delson Geleerd Jr.
Hon. Deborah J. Gubin (ret.)

Hon. Matthew W. Jannusch & Michał Janicki
Charles Krugel, Labor & Employment Law

Markoff Law LLC
Alexander and Erica Marks

Robert W. Matanky
Jeffrey M. Moskowitz

Judge Mary Anna Planey
Judge Lori Rosen

Curtis Bennett Ross
Jaime R. Santana, P.C.

Schoenberg Finkel Beederman Bell Glazer LLC
Judge Shelley Sutker-Dermer

Marvet Sweis, MSD Injury Lawyers
Judge Natosha Cuyler Toller

The Law Offices of David H. Weiss, LLC
The Law Office of Erin M. Wilson LLC
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Lifetime Achievement Award
David Axelrod

David Axelrod is a preeminent American political strategist and 
commentator and the former chief strategist and senior advisor to 
President Barack Obama.  Axelrod was the founding director of 
the University of Chicago’s non-partisan Institute of Politics. He 
currently serves as a Distinguished Fellow at the University of 
Chicago and as a senior political commentator for CNN.  He is 
the host of The Axe Files, a top-rated podcast featuring in depth 
conversations with public figures across the political spectrum.  A 
former political writer for the Chicago Tribune, Axelrod produced media strategy and 
advertising for 150 campaigns across the U.S., culminating in President Obama’s historic 
elections.  Axelrod is also the author of The New York Times best-selling memoir, Believer: 
My Forty Years in Politics.

 

Charles E. Freeman Judicial Merit Award
Judge Rena Van Tine

Judge Rena Marie Van Tine is the Acting Presiding Judge of the 
County Division. She became the first female Indian American judge 
in the nation to serve on a state court 22 years ago when she was 
appointed to the bench as an Associate Judge of the Circuit Court of 
Cook County. In January 2021, the Illinois Supreme Court elevated 
her to Circuit Court Judge. She subsequently ran and won her county-
wide election to keep her position on the court. She has served in four 
different divisions of the court system including the First Municipal, 
Juvenile, Law and County Divisions. 

Judge Van Tine has been licensed to practice law for 38 years. As a lawyer, she served as 
an Assistant State’s Attorney in various divisions including the Felony Trial Division and 
the Medical Litigation Division. As an associate in a private law firm, she handled criminal 
misdemeanor cases as a defense lawyer, and personal injury cases as a plaintiff’s lawyer.  

Judge Van Tine is the President of the Asian American Judges Association and a past 
President of the Asian American Bar Association. She is a co-founder of the South Asian Bar 
Association and its Foundation. She has served on many boards and committees of various 
bar associations and community groups throughout her almost four decades of practice. 

She has been happily married to Matthew Van Tine for 35 years and has a daughter, Kristen 
who is a rising 3L at a law school in Chicago.

.Award of Excellence
David H. Levitt & Conrad C. Nowak

David H. Levitt has practiced law at Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP 
since 1979. A past President of Illinois Defense Counsel, he changed 
his practice to intellectual property law, having received his L.L.M. 
in Intellectual Property in 2000, later serving as Chair of DRI’s 
Intellectual Property Committee and founder of Hinshaw’s IP practice. 

Mr. Levitt is an active blogger on the English language centrist Israeli 
e-newspaper, Times of Israel, on such topics as international law as 

applied to Israel and antisemitism, among others. His articles may be found at https://
blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/david-h-levitt/; the most recent evaluates the legal issues 
surrounding the First Amendment and hate speech.

Mr. Levitt is the co-chair of the Advisory Board of the DePaul Law School Center for 
Jewish Law and Judaic Studies. JLJS provides unique programing not found elsewhere, 
including its April 2022 symposium, Defining Antisemitism and Why It Matters, an in-
depth exploration of the competing definitions; Mr. Levitt co-chaired and was one of the 
presenters. Mr. Levitt also has presented at the StandWithUs International Conference on 
international law regarding Israel’s legal borders.

Mr. Levitt is Past President of Congregation B’nai Tikvah in Deerfield, Illinois.

Conrad C. Nowak is a Partner at the national law firm of Hinshaw & 
Culbertson LLP where he focuses his practice in litigation matters.  An 
Army veteran, he also serves as the national chair for the firm’s Veteran 
Employee Resource Group.  Nowak has been a strong advocate for 
spreading awareness for  veteran and attorney mental health, suicide 
awareness and prevention, working with multiple organizations 
fighting for these important causes. 

Outside the law, Nowak has been an active board member in several 
international humanitarian non-profits and is the current Co-Chair of the Warsaw Committee 
of Chicago Sister Cities International.  He has also been active in numerous collaborative 
efforts related to Polish-Jewish affairs, as well as continuing efforts related to the crisis in 
Ukraine.  

He is the proud great grandson of Eugenia Kasztalska (deceased), who hid numerous 
Jewish families in her Warsaw apartment during the Second World War as they awaited the 
opportunity to escape.  He dedicates this award to her memory.  

Nowak is a graduate of DePaul University and Loyola University Chicago School of Law. 
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Hebrew University Fellowship Award
Judge Martin P. Moltz

Hon. Martin “Marty” Moltz has served as a Judge in the Circuit Court 
of Cook County for 16 years, handling a broad range of civil and 
criminal cases. Prior to serving on the bench, Judge Moltz began his 
career as an assistant in the Office of the Cook County State’s Attorney. 
He later became the Deputy Director of the State Appellate Prosecutor’s 
Office where he argued a record number 1700 cases before the Illinois 
Supreme and Appellate Courts. Judge Moltz has been honored by the 
Chicago Bar Association, the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois, and 

Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity.

Judge Moltz seldom rests. When he is not tending to his duties on the bench or participating 
in professional and community service organizations, he can generally be found pursuing 
his love of roller coasters. He has ridden every roller coaster in the United States. When 
asked if he prefers more modern coasters or the more traditional wooden ones, he says 
“A wooden roller coaster is just a better ride, because the wood is living and breathing. It 
changes over time and no ride is ever exactly the same.” Judge Moltz has even performed 
a wedding at the top of a roller coaster ride!

Judge Moltz and his wife Ann have been married for 49 years.

Decalogue Society Award
Ald. Debra Silverstein

Debra Silverstein has been Alderman of the 50th Ward since 2011. 
Since being elected, she has worked tirelessly to make her community 
a better place to live for the many residents who call it home. Her 
focus has been on making the 50th Ward safer, more family-friendly, 
beautiful, and economically strong.

Debra has brought several groundbreaking projects to the 50th Ward 
that improve the quality of life of the neighborhood’s residents. 
These include a new, state-of-the-art library at Pratt and Western, a multi-million-dollar 
Streetscape of Devon Avenue, and a brand-new park at Devon and McCormick.

Debra works closely with the local police to make sure the 50th Ward remains a safe 
place to live and raise a family. She has also acted to update our neighborhood’s aging 
infrastructure and improve the quality of education available to our Ward’s children.

The 50th Ward is the most diverse and wonderful community in the City of Chicago. Drawing 
from a wide breadth of knowledge and commitment to the residents of this neighborhood, 
Debra works every day to make it a better place to live, work, and raise a family.

Presidential Citation
Howard H. Ankin

Howard Ankin founded the Ankin Law Office in 1997. For over 25 
years, the firm has focused exclusively on protecting the rights of 
injured people in personal injury, motor vehicle, medical malpractice, 
mass torts, premises liability, and workers’ compensation matters. 
Ankin Law has grown to over 75 attorneys and staff and is a leading 
filer of workers’ compensation claims in Illinois.

Howard Ankin is a third-generation lawyer who opened the firm with his father, Paul B. 
Ankin. He represents clients not only as their attorney, but as a friend who perpetuates the 
service tradition of the Ankin family. The Ankin Law tagline is “Injury law made personal.”

A few of Howard’s board memberships and affiliations include Board of Governors, 
Governor At Large, American Association of Justice, Illinois State Bar Association 
Worker’s Compensation Section Counsel, Work Injury Lawyers Guild (WILG), Board of 
Directors, and President of the John Marshall Law School Alumni Association.

Intra-Society Award
Erin Wilson

Erin M. Wilson has been a licensed attorney since 2008, always focusing 
on family law. In 2019, she opened her own practice, The Law Office 
of Erin M. Wilson LLC. Her law practice provides services in family 
law litigation, mediation, parenting coordination, and representation 
as a child representative and Guardian ad Litem. Erin’s talent lies in 
focusing on the bigger picture and creating a strategy that helps her 
clients achieve their goals. She strives for amicable settlements by 
crafting creative solutions while aggressively protecting her clients’ rights and interests in 
the courtroom. Erin’s true passion lies in representing children and advocating for their best 
interests. She has been on the Cook County Child Representative/Guardian ad Litem list 
since 2018. Erin earned her Juris Doctorate degree from DePaul University College of Law, 
with a Certificate in Family Law and her Bachelors of Arts from Michigan State University.  

In addition to her work advocating for her clients, Erin is an active member of the legal 
community. Erin sits on the boards for the following organizations: Association of Family 
and Conciliation Courts (AFCC),  Decalogue Society, and the Force of Lawyers Against 
Sexual Harassment (FLASH) and DePaul University College of Law Schiller, DuCanto & 
Fleck Family Law Center, and a member of the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois.  Erin 
has been involved in the Illinois State Bar Association by being on the following committees: 
Young Lawyers Division, Child Law, Assembly, and is the chair of the Women and the Law 
Committee. Erin is a founding member of the Illinois Association of Independent Attorneys 
and the Lady Lawyers who Lunch (LLL). 
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SAVE THE DATE

2023 Building Bridges Awards

Thursday, September 14, 2023
5:30-7:00pm

Law Student Award
Eden Messick

Eden is a rising 3L at DePaul College of Law, and is currently a Summer 
Associate at Kirkland & Ellis. Prior to law school, she attended DePaul 
University where she graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business, Economics. She has enjoyed attending Decalogue 
events and getting to know its members. She is thankful to be part of 
such a great community and hopes to continue to help Decalogue grow! 

Recognition of 50-year members: 
Richard A. Kavitt, Barry E. Morgen

Recognition of 25-year members: 
Helen B. Bloch, Howard J. Rosenburg        

AWARDS

Hon. Charles E. Freeman Judicial Merit Award
The Charles Freeman Judicial Merit Award is given to those judges who exemplify the 
highest ideals of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers and of the legal profession by promoting 
diversity and inclusivity in the legal professions and for outstanding achievement in the 
judiciary.

Lifetime Achievement Award
The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes outstanding individuals with pioneering spirit 
who have demonstrated inventiveness throughout their careers, have helped break down 
unfair or unjust societal barriers that prevented otherwise qualified individuals from reaching 
their potential, have notably improved the legal profession and our society in general, and 
have inspired others by and through their actions.  Simply put, candidates for this award are 
living role models.  

The Decalogue Society Award
The Decalogue Society Award is presented to individuals who, through their actions and 
achievements, exemplify the core principles of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers to bring 
increased dignity and honor to the legal profession, to maintain vigilance against public and 
private practices which are anti-social, discriminatory, anti-Semitic or oppressive, and to 
work with other groups and minorities to help protect the legal rights of all.  

The Award Of Excellence
The Decalogue Society of Lawyers’ Award of Excellence is presented to attorneys who 
bring increased dignity and honor to the legal profession by, among other things, rendering 
useful community service or participating in worthy movements for the public welfare. 

Hebrew University Fellowship Award
In 1968 the Decalogue Foundation established the Decalogue Perpetual Fellowship Fund, 
which provides an endowment for annual fellowships at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
Israel. Each year, the fellowship is named in honor of a member who has made significant 
contributions of his or her time to Decalogue.

Presidential Citation
The Presidential Citation is given annually to one or more individuals who have helped to 
improve the Decalogue Society of Lawyers through their innovative thinking and actions or 
who have made some notable contribution that enhanced the Society or furthered its goals 
and objectives. 

Intra-Society Award
The Intra Society Award is presented to members of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers 
who have devoted significant time and energy to augment various functions of the Society, 
who promote Decalogue’s good reputation in the legal community and elsewhere, and who, 
through their actions, exemplify the Jewish ideals of tzedek (justice), limud (learning), and 
kavod (respect).  

Law Student Award
The Law Student Award is presented to a member of Decalogue’s Law Student Division 
who has contributed significantly to increasing the Decalogue Society’s presence among 
law students.  
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The Decalogue Foundation, Inc. 
congratulates its 2023 Scholarship Recipients:

DePaul University Samuel Shkolnik Scholarship 
Leonard Brahin

Hebrew University in Jerusalem
Ya’ara Mordecai

Kent Law School Judge Abraham Lincoln Marovitz Scholarship 
Joshua Weiner

Kent Law School Judge Ilana Diamond Rover Scholarship 
Yasmeen Yousif

Loyola University Harold Siegan Scholarship 
Marisa Polowitz

Northwestern University Richard G. Kahn Scholarship 
Esme Trontz

Northwestern University Oscar M. Nudelman Scholarship 
Noah Bloomberg 

University of Chicago Paul G. Annes Scholarship
Nicole Kofman 

A Living Legacy

You can support the The Decalogue Foundation in assisting 
future generations of lawyers by making provision 

in your will or trust for a bequest to the Foundation.

For more information, contact:
Joshua Kreitzer
312-372-1040

Decalogue Foundation is a 501c3 organization, registered with the Illinois Attorney General. 
Tax-deductible contributions can be sent to 134 N LaSalle #1430, Chicago IL 60602

The Decalogue Foundation
The Decalogue Foundation is the charitable arm

of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers.
The Foundation has endowed scholarships

at six Illinois law schools and at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

The Foundation also underwrites 
Decalogue’s legal lecture series, 

allowing us to provide free classes for CLE credit.

Please support the work of the Foundation by
making a tax deductible contribution when you 
pay your dues - or at any time during the year.

You can also honor or remember a special person 
or occasion with a tribute certificate.

http://www.decaloguesociety.org/donations
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The Past Presidents Council 
Congratulates the Decalogue Society of Lawyers 

for 89 Years of Service 
to the Jewish and Legal Communities 

Mazel Tov to the Incoming Officers and Board

Deidre Baumann
Daniel Beederman

Helen B. Bloch
Hon. Joel L. Chupack

Hon. Barry S. Goldberg
Hon. Mitchell Goldberg

Susan K. Horn 
Hon. Michael B. Hyman
Patrick Dankwa John 
Robert W. Matanky

Alan Molotsky
Hon. Martin P. Moltz 

Lonny Ben Ogus
Stephen P. Patt
Michael Pekay
Curtis B. Ross

Mara Ruff
Hon. Andrea Schleifer
Hon. James A. Shapiro

Kenneth R. Siegan
Michael A. Strom

Judge Neil Cohen 
&

The Jewish Judges Association
of Illinois

Congratulates
David Axelrod

for his
Lifetime Achievement Award

and honors 
Decalogue’s New President

The Hon. Megan Goldish
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© 2023 Cozen O’Connor

Jeremy J. Glenn, Chicago Office Managing Partner 
(312) 474-7981 | jglenn@cozen.com

825 attorneys | 31 offices | cozen.com

Cozen O’Connor is proud 
to support The Decalogue 
Society of Lawyers and 
the 89th Annual Installation 
and Awards Dinner.

 Ankin Law is a proud supporter of
    The Decalogue Society
    of Lawyers -  Howard Ankin 
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www.MaryForJudge.com

MARY
SEVANDAL COHEN
DEMOCRAT FOR JUDGE - 13TH SUBCIRCUIT

PAID FOR BY CITIZENS FOR MARY SEVANDAL COHEN

The Women’s Bar Association of 
Illinois Congratulates Decalogue 
President Judge Megan Goldish, 
Recording Secretary of the WBAI, 
and the 2023-2024 Board!
The Women’s Bar Association of Illinois was founded to promote the interests and 
welfare of women lawyers in 1914. Throughout the year, we host social, 
educational, and philanthropic events for our members that keep our purpose in 
mind. Ranging from new attorneys to those who are established in their careers, 
we encourage friendship and camaraderie among our members while promoting 
and protecting the interests and rights of women.

Learn more at wbaillinois.org
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DIVERSIFYING THE LEGAL 
COMMUNITY

To fulfill its mission, the Foundation 
seeks to assist underprivileged and 

under-represented minorities in 
attending law school by offering 

them scholarships. The Foundation 
also provides financial support 
to programs and initiatives of 
various bar associations, such 
as the Decalogue Society of 

Lawyers, that are consistent with 
its mission of diversifying the legal 

community. 

Visit us at
diversitychicago.org
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Congratulations

Megan

on your installation as 
President of Decalogue

XO

Lori

The Law Offices of 
David H. Weiss, LLC

JAMS Chicago Mediation, 
Arbitration and ADR Services

71 S Wacker Ste 2400
Chicago IL 60606

312-655-0555

www.jamsadr.com/chicago

CONGRATULATIONS!

DAV ID  S.
OLSHANSKY

LAW OFFICES OF 
HELEN BLOCH, P.C.

Helping businesses and individuals 
with their employment and 

business needs.

From kindergarten, ICJA, Kent, to 
120, looking forward to celebrating 

many more milestones with 
my buddy Howard!

155 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 715, 
Chicago, IL 60601;  312-281-9931;  

www.blochpc.com

Congratulations
 

Hon. Megan Goldish 
on your Installation! 

Thank you for your 
leadership and service
to the community!

- Debjani D. Desai

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Decalogue’s new President, Judge 

Megan Goldish, and to the other 
incoming Decalogue officers and 
board members. Congratulations 
also to all of the amazing award-
ees, including Presiding Judge 

Rena Van Tine; Judge Martin Moltz; 
50th Ward Ald. Debra Silverstein; 

David Axelrod; Howard Ankin; 
Conrad Nowak; David Levitt; Erin 

Wilson; and Eden Messick.

Judge Barry & Dina Goldberg
Judge Mitchell & Natasha Goldberg 

Charles A. Krugel
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In Honor of Our Friend and Colleague 

Howard Ankin

for a Well Deserved Honor
and All of his Service to the Legal Profession

and Jewish Community

Susie and Sam Tenenbaum

GORDON AND PIKARSKI 
Attorneys At Law

Concentrating in:  Zoning,
Real Estate Taxation and Condemnation

Saluting Judge Megan E. Goldish on her installation as 
President of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers

www.gordonpikarski.com

John J. Pikarski, Jr.
Maureen C. Pikarski
Daniel G. Pikarski

Thomas M. Pikarski

312-521-7005
55 West Monroe Street, Suite 940
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WITH COMPLIMENTS TO THE DECALOGUE SOCIETY 

BRUSTIN & LUNDBLAD, LTD  
Phone: (312) 263-1250;  Email: Mablaw1@voyager.net

$6.8 Million March 2023 trucking case vs intersection repair contractors.

$450,000 March 2023 Auto vs. Truck. 

$1.2 MILLION August 2022 Train vs. Pedestrian. 

$600,000 in August 2022 for a slip and fall.

$215,000 in July 2022 Auto vs. Truck.  

$845,000 in November 2021 for an auto side swipe dispute after trial started. 

$1.5 MILLION in October 2020 against a Chicago area hospital. 

$5.5 MILLION in April 2019, on the eve of trial, we settled a medical malpractice case for a minor 
who was treated inappropriately for an infection at an area hospital. 

$18.5 MILLION in September 2018 jury verdict on behalf of a 12-year old boy who was injured 
by the prescription of a mental health drug given to his mother when he was in the fetal state.

Paid for by Friends of Atour Sargon

Congratulations Megan

on your swearing in as 
President of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers

from your colleagues in Domestic Violence Court

The Lady Lawyers Who Lunch 
Congratulate 

Erin M. Wilson
2023 Intra-Society Award recipient
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Congratulations
to Decalogue’s new President

Judge Megan Goldish
and the 2023-2024 Decalogue 

officers and board. 

Congratulations to all of 
the awardees for their well-
deserved honors, including 
Presiding Judge Rena Van 

Tine; Judge Martin Moltz; 50th 
Ward Ald. Debra Silverstein; 

David Axelrod; Howard Ankin; 
Conrad Nowak; David Levitt; 

Erin Wilson; and Eden Messick.

Mayor Jesal Patel

The Jewish Judges 
Association of Illinois

honors

Aviva Patt

for her years of service to the 
Jewish Community

Mazel Tov 
to our 

“Woman of the Year”
and every year!

Judge Megan 
Goldish

Shomrim Society of 
Illinois Endowment Fund

Congratulations
to Judge Megan Goldish and the 
Officers and Board of Managers

and Mazel Tov 
to all the award recipients.

Wishing the Decalogue Society 
of Lawyers continued success 

and an outstanding year ahead!

Paid for by Friends for Koula A. Fournier

Congratulations 
to Megan Goldish

 
and all the 

Award Recipients

Judge Maura 
Slattery-Boyle
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Dear Judge Goldish,  
 
I am writing to extend our warmest congratulations to you on your election and installation as the 89th 
President of The Decalogue Society of Lawyers. This is a tremendous achievement and a testament to your 
exemplary leadership and dedication to the legal profession. Your election to this esteemed position serves as 
an inspiration to all members of the legal community, as well as to aspiring young professionals who aspire to 
make a meaningful impact in their chosen fields.  
  
I commend your unwavering commitment to upholding justice, promoting the rule of law, and advocating for 
the rights and interests of the Jewish people in the legal profession. The Decalogue Society has long been 
recognized as a trailblazer in fostering diversity and inclusivity within the legal profession. By championing 
the representation of Jews in the legal community, the Society has played a pivotal role in breaking down 
barriers and ensuring that individuals of Jewish heritage have equal opportunities to succeed. Your presidency 
is a testament to the progress we have made, and we are confident that under your leadership, the Decalogue 
Society will continue to advance the interests and rights of Jewish legal professionals.  
  
I would also like to extend our heartfelt congratulations to all the award recipients honored at this momentous 
occasion. These awards not only recognize the exceptional talent and dedication of individuals, but they also 
serve as a testament to the outstanding contributions made by the Jewish legal community. By highlighting 
their achievements, we celebrate the important work they have done to uphold justice, protect the rights of 
others, and contribute to the well-being of our society as a whole.  
  
I firmly believe that diverse representation within the legal profession is crucial for a fair and just society. By 
bringing together legal professionals of different backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives, we strengthen 
our collective ability to address the complex challenges we face. The Decalogue Society's unwavering 
commitment to promoting the representation of Jews in the legal field has been instrumental in creating a more 
inclusive and equitable profession.  
  
Once again, congratulations on your election as the 89th President of The Decalogue Society of Lawyers. I am 
confident that your leadership will continue to inspire and pave the way for future generations of Jewish legal 
professionals. Please convey my warmest regards to all award recipients and extend my appreciation for their 
outstanding contributions to the legal profession.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor JB Pritzker 
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Dear David and Distinguished Guests: 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to say something nice about my very, very good friend David Axelrod. I am always 
up for a challenge. 
 
My friendship with David began in 1984. David was the chief political writer at the Chicago Tribune. I was a 
spokesperson for the Illinois Public Action Council. We had helped elect Lane Evans as the first Democratic 
Congressman from western Illinois in many years, and I wanted David to write about it. The only issue? His 
wife Susan was in labor with their second child. 
 
Patience has never been my best trait so I proceeded to track down David in the recovery room – and this was 
long before cell phones, of course. I asked him if it was a boy or a girl, I offered the traditional "Mazel tov" and 
then I wasted no time in asking when he would be back at work. 
 
It's a miracle that Susan still speaks to me, or that David would want to work with me. 
 
Eventually, David left the noble profession of journalism for the even more noble profession of political 
consulting – also known as the dark side. From our work together on Paul Simon's campaign for Senate to Rich 
Daley's bid for mayor, it was clear David was quickly becoming the preeminent political strategist. 
 
In 2002, I asked him if I could win a race for Congress and he told me, "You're not allowed to lose. It's against 
your nature. You're like a heat-seeking missile. You always hit your target." Suffice to say, a fair statement. 
 
When President Obama asked me to be chief of staff, David convinced me to do it. Our country had come 
close to the brink of collapse. David's counsel helped the President put it back on track. Amidst the reams of 
white papers, memos and economic statistics, David kept us focused on everyday Americans with limited 
income but unlimited potential. With his strategic guidance, we passed President's Obama's stimulus package 
and rescued the American auto industry— saving millions of jobs and undoubtedly saving many lives as well. 
 
In September of 2010, I popped into his White House office and asked if I should run for mayor of Chicago. His 
answer was clear: "This is the right time." In two races for mayor, his direct efforts helped Chicago cast aside 
old history and vote for a Jewish kid with the middle name Israel. I will always be profoundly grateful for that 
and what it meant to my family. 
 
Throughout his career, David has never lost focus on why we’re here -- not just to score political points, but to 
solve problems; not just to win the next election, but to make a difference for the next generation. 
 
Through thick and thin, David Axelrod has made me a better public servant and a better person. I'm forever 
thankful David did not kick me out of that delivery room four decades ago and became a lifelong friend. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Rahm Emanuel 

RICHARD J. DURBIN

ILLINOIS

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,

AB

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

CD

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1304

MAJORITY WHIP

AB

durbin.senate.gov

230 S. DEARBORN STREET 

CHICAGO, IL 60604

(312) 353-4952

525 SOUTH EIGHTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703

(217) 492-4062

250 W. CHERRY STREET

CARBONDALE, IL 62901

durbin.senate.gov

711 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1304

(202) 224-2152

1504 THIRD AVENUE

SUITE 227
ROCK ISLAND, IL 61201

(309) 786-5173 (618) 351-1122

SUITE 115-D

NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

SUITE 3892

July 11, 2023

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Decalogue Society of Lawyers 89th Annual Installation and Awards 
Dinner.

Since 1934, the Decalogue Society of Lawyers has served as one of the nation’s most prominent Jewish bar 
associations. Throughout the years, they have provided members with professional development, worked to 
raise the standards of the bar and bench, educated the public on legal and Jewish issues, and maintained 
vigilance against discriminatory public and private practices. I applaud their commitment in supporting local 
Jewish attorneys and promoting justice across all legal professions. 

I would also like to congratulate my friend David Axelrod on receiving tonight’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
David has had an enormous impact on our nation through his work with the Obama Administration and the 
American media. For the past decade, David has also educated and mentored future leaders through his 
founding of and work at of the University of Chicago’s Institute of Politics.
 
Again, I would like to extend my warmest wishes to tonight’s attendees for your dedication to the Decalogue 
Society of Lawyers. Congratulations on all your work and achievements. 

       Very truly yours,

       Richard J. Durbin 
       United States Senator 
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Cook County Commissioner Josina Morita and her team congratulate the Honorable Judge Megan 
Goldish on her election and installation as the 89th President of The Decalogue Society of Lawyers.

We are proud to call Judge Goldish and the Decalogue Society of Lawyers friends of the 13th District. 
We are proud to be home to one of the country's largest Jewish communities and home to many 
Jewish elected officials, leaders and organizations.

Judge Goldish's commitment and contributions to the judiciary and to the community 
are exemplary. Thank you for being a leader for women, for fighting antisemitism and 
discrimination in all its forms, and for being a true champion for diversity, equity and inclusion on 
the bench, and off.

Thank you to the Decalogue Society for its 89 years of promoting justice in society. As the nation’s 
oldest Jewish bar association, you have broken down barriers, raised the standards of the bar and 
bench, educated the public on legal and Jewish issues, and maintained vigilance against 
discriminatory public and private practices, particularly anti-Semitism. You have made all of us 
better. 

Congratulations to Judge Goldish, to the Decalogue Society of Lawyers and all of tonight’s awardees. 
We thank you for all you do. We look forward to working together. 

 

 

     Downtown Office                                                                                                                                                 District Office   
118 N Clark St., Rm 1055                                                                                                                                     1812 Waukegan Rd 
    Chicago, IL 60602                                                                                                                                              Glenview, IL 6002 
     (312) 603 – 4932                     `                    (847) 729 – 9300 

 
Commissioner Scott Britton 

14th District 
     
Dear Judge Goldish,  
 
Congratulations on the honor of being named the 89th President of the esteemed Decalogue Society. 
 
Last year, it was my privilege to join the the Decalogue Society on a panel discussion highlighting the 
work of Cook County United Against Hate (www.CookCountyUnitedAgainstHate.com) to combat the 
horrific rise in antiemetic acts. 
 
The sad truth we know is that the same hate that drives antisemitism, also drives hate against Black, 
Latinx, Asian, LGBTQIA+ communities and anyone deemed an "other." As the Jewish community 
continues to teach us: hate against one, is hate against all.  
 
That is why it is more important than ever for the Decalogue Society to exist so they may continue to 
affirm that all people deserve the right to be secure and respected. 
 
You are an ideal choice to lead this historic organization – being so active in your chosen vocation that 
listing all your diverse memberships would be a fool’s errand. Your vast and varied experience, as Cook 
County Assistant State’s Attorney now serving as Judge to the Domestic Violence Division, will serve 
you well in this pursuit of justice in law. Your continued passion for teaching the next generation as a law 
school professor and high school mock trial coach shows a dedication to our collective future.  
 
I am committed to partnering with the Decalogue Society to reverse the profound ignorance displayed in 
acts of hate and ensure Cook County embraces and supports diverse, inclusive, and equitable 
communities. 
 
Congratulations on this distinction! I look forward to witnessing your good works and partnering to end 
hate now and forever.  
 

 
Scott Britton 
Cook County Commissioner 
14th District 
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July 5, 2023  
 
  
 
Shalom Friends,  
 
 
As Midwest Regional Director for the Simon Wiesenthal Center, it is my pleasure to join the Decalogue 
Society of Lawyers in recognizing Alderman Debra Silverstein with the Decalogue Society Award.  
 
Alderman Silverstein has been a leader in the fight against anti-Semitism and any other form of hate, 
racism and discrimination.  This gala is an opportunity to recognize Alderman Silverstein’s achievements 
and contributions.   
 
As Alderman of the 50th Ward since 2011, she has worked tirelessly to make the 50th Ward 
neighborhood a better place to live for the many residents who call it home. Her focus has been on 
creating a safer, more family-friendly, beautiful, and economically strong community.  
 
We are proud to join the Decalogue Society of Lawyers recognition of 50th Ward Alderman Silverstein’s 
leadership and activism for one of the most diverse communities in the City of Chicago.   
 
  
 
  
 

 
 
Alison Pure-Slovin  
 
Director, Midwest Region  
 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 



44 45

Thank you to our members who gave above and beyond

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

LIFE MEMBERS
Howard H. Ankin

David W. Lipschutz
David S. Olshansky

Kevin B. Apter
Theodore L. Banks

Robert K Blinick
Adam E. Bossov

Irene Schild Caminer
Neil H. Cohen

Richard M. Colombik
Donna L. Cooper

Stephen G. Daday
Morton Denlow

Sharon L Eiseman
Bernadette Garrison-Barrett

Charles P. Golbert
Richard P. Goldenhersh

Megan E. Goldish
Robert P Groszek
Sheldon A. Harris

Patrick Charles Heery
Patrick Dankwa John
Robert W. Kaufman
Stephen B. Komie

Robert D. Kreisman
Clint Krislov

Charles A. Krugel
David P. Leibowitz
Stuart Nudelman
Krista S. Peterson

Jill Rose Quinn
Carmen M. Quinones
Jody B. Rosenbaum

Edward M. Rubin
Stephanie Rubin

Mara S Ruff
Andrea M. Schleifer

Jody L Schneiderman
Jeffrey A. Schulkin

Mary Sevandal Cohen
Robert A. Shipley
Steven Stender
Neal B. Strom

Scott W. Tzinberg
Ariel Weissberg

Congratulations to Decalogue, 
the distinguished honorees, Judge Megan Goldish,

and the incoming officers and board members
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE

The Decalogue Society of Lawyers
134 N LaSalle Av Ste 1430
Chicago IL 60602

www.decaloguesociety@gmail.com


