
 

Conjunctive Adverbs 
 

What Are Conjunctive Adverbs? 
Conjunctive adverbs are modifiers that describe a relationship between two clauses. 
They act as transitional phrases and connect ideas of one sentence or clause to those 
of a previous sentence or clause. Conjunctive adverbs can appear anywhere in a 
sentence. 
 
Two Purposes of Conjunctive Adverbs: 

 Show Relationship - The primary purpose of conjunctive adverbs is to show a 
relationship between ideas in two separate clauses, not simply to join clauses. When 
two clauses are related by a conjunctive adverb, they must be separated by a period 
or a semicolon. 
 

 
 

 Provide Transition - All conjunctive adverbs are transitional. They can be used to 
compare, contrast, show sequence, indicate time, etc.  
 

Ex:  The pasta is good; however, the mystery dish is disgusting. 
 
Conjunctive Adverbs Can Be Moved Within a Sentence: 
  

Ex:  However, the movie is good. 
 The movie, however, is good. 
 The movie is good, however. 

 
  



Commonly Used Conjunctive Adverbs: 

 
Remember: The primary purpose of conjunctive adverbs is to show a relationship 

between ideas in two separate clauses, not simply to join the clauses. 




