











MESSAGEFROMDEANHUFFMAN

As another part of our continuing effort to increase the
national visibility of Tech Law, we have recently gained
University approval for two new centers of excellence. First,
based upon the recommendation of the American Bar
Association’s accreditation team, we established the Texas
Tech School of Law Center for Military Law & Policy, to
draw upon the unique talents and backgrounds of our facul-
ty and staff, many of whom have served as judge advocates
in various armed services. Associate Dean Rick Rosen, for-
merly Dean of the Army Judge Advocate General’s School, is
the Center Director. We will use the Center to contribute to
the understanding, development, teaching, and study of mil-
itary law. Such a Center is unprecedented outside the armed
forces, and we believe it will contribute significantly as a
neutral academic center to the national debate in this highly
visible area. The initial funding of the Center will depend on
support from interested alumni and friends, and I hope you
will respond to our recent mailing announcing the center
and requesting your support.

Second, the Law School is currently in the process of estab-
lishing a Center for Water Law & Policy, led by our own
Professor Gabriel Eckstein, one of the world’s most renowned
water law experts. This center addresses the most critical issue
facing our region, our nation, and our world today, and I
believe we are uniquely positioned at Tech Law to be a signif-
icant part of a multidisciplinary water issues effort. Again, the
University loves the concept, and is seeking legislative funding
for this new initiative, but in the current fiscal environment
we may need to rely upon the support of interested alumni
and friends to get this important center going.

As always, our students continue to make us proud. Just as
I was completing this message to you, I learned that two of
our second-year students, Mandy Gundlach and Joy Gibbs,
placed second in the American Bar Association’s National
Negotiation Competition in Salt Lake City, Utah. The team
was coached by Associate Deans Nancy Soonpaa and Brian
Shannon. This matches the achievements of our Mock Trial
Team of Brandon Benoit, Lanisa Agnew, Forrest Beadle,
Melissa Morgan, Lisa Minjarez, and Michael Whyte,
coached by Adjunct Professors Murray Hensley and Dick
Baker, which finished second in the William Daniel national
championship matches. In addition, a Tech Law mock trial
team of Brandon Benoit and Melissa Morgan, also coached
by Hensley and Baker, recently won the Texas Young
Lawyer’s Association Mock Trial Regional Championship in
Dallas and will advance to the national competition. Our
Negotiation and Mock Trial teams continue Tech Law’s
proud tradition of outstanding performance in national and
international competitions.

Speaking of proud, I must add a word in closing about our
first and now former College Devélopment Officer, Dr. Russ
Gibbs. In September 2004, because of his outstanding work at
Tech Law, the University promoted Russ to Associate Vice
Chancellor of Institutional Advancement. Russ did an
absolutely superb job for Tech Law and we will miss him;

however, with his help we have obtained the services of a new
College Development Officer who we believe will be equally
capable, Mr. Sid Walker. Sid has considerable development
experience, including at Texas Tech, and I am delighted that
he has joined our Tech Law team.

All in all, it has been an eventful and momentous six
months. We have captured some of the more significant
events in this issue of the alumni magazine. The Chancellor
of the Texas Tech University System recently described the
Law School as being on a “roll.” With your continued sup-
port, I am certain that we can continue “rolling” in the
right direction.

T H—

Walter B. Huffman
Dean and Professor of Law
Class of ‘77
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Dean Walter B. Huffman and the members of the
Texas Tech L.aw School Foundation thank the
Alumni & Friends who have generously

contributed to Tech Law.
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My personal thanks to all of you who contributed
this year to our Annual Excellence Fund campaign.
Your unrestricted donations to the Excellence Fund
are especially important because, among other
things, they help support our student competitions
around the nation, internships with key government
offices and agencies, and distinguished visiting
speatkers to our school. These funds are also critical
to our ongoing effort to build our Alumni nerwork
and assist our Alumni through increased publica-
tions (such as this magazine), and a wide range of
Alumni events. Thanks again for your contribution
to this very important fund. Please continue your
contributions, and this year, encourage a fellow
Alum to contribute as well. We all want Excellence.

Sincerely, Walt Huffman, Dean
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