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Begun i n  t h e  l a t e -e igh teen th  century  as  a frame two-story,  s i d e -  
h a l l - p l a n  farmhouse, Tree Hill. grew wi th  t h e  Selden and Roane family 
fo r tunes  u n t i l  by t h e  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house had 
evolved i n t o  a doub1.e-pile, c e n t e r - h a l l  plan Creek Revival p l an ta t ion  s e a t  
A s  it s t ands  today, t h e  house i s  an impressive two-story p l a n t a t i o n  house 
w i t h  e a r l y  one-story wings and a modern ~ ~ $ 0 - s t o r y  t e t r a s t y l e  po r t i co .  The 
house commands a magnif icent  view of the James River  bot tom lands and t h e  
Richmond sky l ine .  

Charac ter ized  by i t s  shal low gahle  r,:tof and subdued Greek Revival 
ornament, t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  Tree Rill i s  sheaf !iccl w i t h  beaded weatherboard. 
While a l l  t h e  winc!ows have s l i d i n g  s a s h  wi th  s ix-over-s ix  l i g h t s ,  rhe  ;i 
windows i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o r  no r th  s i d e  of t hz  ?louse r e t a i n  Fede ra l  per iod  
a r c h i t r a v e s  whi le  those  i ~ i  t h e  Greek Revival j lortion of t h e  bu i ld ing  have 
f? .at  unmoulded t r i m  t y p i c a l  of  t h e  mid-nineteenth century ;  The semi-exter  
chimneys on t h e  Greek Revival s e c t i o n  a re  o r i g i n a l ; ,  however, those on t h e  
house 's  e a r l i e s t  s e c t i o n  have been r e b u i l t .  

The foundat ions of  Tree H i l l  r e v ~ a l  i h e  s t r u c t u r a l .  sequence oL t h r  
horlse from i t s  o r i g i n a l  form t o  i t s  present  appearance. Begun as  a s i d e -  
h a l l  p!.zn famihouse wi th  Engl i sh  bond foun la t ions ,  t.he house was a l t e r e d  
and enlarged  i i ~  t h e  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  cen:ury i n t o  a cen te r -ha l l -p l an  
s tn i c . tu re  wi th  a one-s tory  wirg a r  e i t h e r  en<!. The b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  
conclus ion  i s  borne o u t  'by t h e  s h i f t  i n  t n e  masonry t 0 . a  c:ull?osrd rnlxture 
O i  Ftemisn Donil an6 rwo-znu r ~ r c e - c o u r s e  m e r l c a u  uonu. P U L L ~ I ~ . ~  evi;irnc+? 
subst.?i ' t iating t!ie gror~:h of t h e  house t c  t h i s  p lan  is found i n  l.Iiitua: 
Assrrance Soc ie ty  po l i cy  iTn. 150 ;.c-s,.red t o  Miles Selden i n  1796 and in!;u:i 
a house shawn 2 s  being 112 5ee t  Ly 26 ?ce;:  "tsuilt  of  wood ar;d 2over::d wi th  
wood," era-storiss i n  e l e v c t i a n  : q i t l ~  i r x l e  one-s tory  nirlgs approximately 
16 Lef t  by 20 f - e t .  Iri t h e  mid-nineteenth cerdury  t h e  main house rvns 
ex?anded asair.; t h i s  t i x e  i n t o  s d*,uble-?:LC! c e n t e r - h a l l  p l a n  :; tructure on 
brick-. found;;ior.s l a i d  i n  well-e:;ecuted f ive-course  Amerj.can bond. Morc 
moclern add i t ions  have included t:he two-story p o r t i c o ,  t h e  expansion of t h e  
ooe - s to ry  rgings a s  noted i n  t h e  breaks i n  origi.na1 founda?:.ion masonry and 
t h e  ex tens ive  r ~ w o r k i n g  of c e r t a i n  po r t ions  of tile e x t e r i o r  b r i ch?ork  on 
t h e  nor?$ w 2 1 l  foundat ions .  

The i n t e r i o r s  of P e e  V i l l  r e f l e c t  a success ion  of  n ine teenth-  
cen tu ry  s t y l e s .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  i c t e r i o r  trim ranges froiz Greek 1:evival 
mantels  i n  t h e  southwest an6 nor theas r  rooills t o  a f i n e  2850's period mdr52 
mantel i n  t h e  sou theas t  room. The mantel i n  t h e  northwest  room r e f l e c t s  
t h e  s t i l l  l a t e r  mode of  Georgian Revival onnmen t  wi th  i t s  exaggerated 
mouldings and pa i r ed  ~ i l a s t e r s .  The hallway possesses a f i n e  mid-nineteen 
cen tu ry  s t a i r n a y  and a Greek Revival p l a s t c r  c e i l i n g  meda l l ion  with a 
f lower p e t a l  m o t i f .  The e a r l i e s t  ex tan t  woodrrork i n  the  house i s  a f i n e  
early-nineteenth-century c e l l a r  s t a i r  w i th  s imple r a i l  and newel and two 
unturned b a l u s t e r s  Ter t r e a d .  Also i n  t h e  c e l l a r  a r e  two ra i sed -pane l  do0 
one of which has been moved t o  i t s  p re sen t  l o c a t i o n  and hung upside down. 

Of a d d i t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a r e  t h e  two e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  i.n t h e  
yard  a t  Tree H i l l .  The frame bu i ld ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  oE t h e  main house 
may be t h e  q u a r t e r  k i t c h e n  descr ibed  on t h e  Mutual Assurance Pol icy  of 175 
This  small  one-s tory  b u i l d i n g  wi th  a l o f t  o r i g i n a l l y  had a one-story wing 
a t  e i t h e r  end al though t h e  sou th  wing has  been destroyed.  The k i t chen  r e -  
t a i n s  a number of important  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d i ~ l g  e a r l y - r a i s e d  panel s h u t t e r s  

-- ~ ~~ ~. 



Form 10.2003 
(July 19071 

U N I T E D  STATES D E P A R T M C N T  OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK S E R V I C E  

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Henrico 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 
(Continuation Sheet) 

7. 
i n t e r i o r  ba t tened  doors and a comparatively l a t e  j e r k i n  head o r  c l i p p e d  gable  
r o o f .  I n  t h e  northr.;est corner  of  t h e  yard is a f i n e  e a r l y  smokehouse. 
Although t h e  o r i g i n a l  p i e r s  f o r  t h e  smokehouse have been replaced w i t h  l a t e r  
b r i c k  foo t ings  and t h e  e x t e r i o r  has  been l a r g e l y  reweatherboarded, some of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  weatherboard remains j u s t  under t h e  simple box co rn ice .  Of p a r t i c u l a ~  
note  i s  the  smokehouse's excep t iona l ly  well-executed d i agona l ly  ba t tened  door,  
heav i ly  studded wi th  clenched rose  head n a i l s  and hung on a s e t  of  t h r e e  
wrought i r o n  s t r a p  hinges.  To t h e  i m e d i a t e  south  of  t h e  smokehouse a r e  t h e  
remains of a l a r g e  b r i c k  l i n e d  i c e  c i s t e r n .  ! 

B.H. 
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c i t y .  
Tree H i l l  was purchased i n  1778 by Miles Se ldsn ,  who served  

v a r i o u s l y  as  Clerk f o r  Henrico County,a member of  t h e  Council  i n  1735, 
County Mag i s t r a t e ,  and Delegate t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Assembly. There bras a 
r ace  t r a c k  a t  Tree H i l l  &r ing  Selden 's  t ime, t h e  sceze  gf  n ~rel l -pu3ZLcizc 
r a c s  i n  Occabsr 1824, at tended by t h e  i!arquis de LaEayittt;.. 

'ihe p l a n t a t i o n  passed t o  Patsy,  daughter  of :'F!;!s Seic!~il ,  
her  husband William Roaze PI, 1837. Roane, who rvould s2r.12 i n  b a t h  t i ~ e  
Ynited S t a t e s  Senate  and t h e  Iiouse of Represent2t<ves,  :.:IS t h e  son  of the  
ao ted  J e f f e r s o n i a n  j u r i s t  S ~ e n c e r  Roane and grandson o f  h a t r i c k  Henry. 
---.,%. .,,,.,lin S t e a r n s ,  a  proninrr.t  :l>in S t r e e t  nerchan-t, boc$;.kt Tree I I i i l  fri..:c 

the Roanes i n  185.5. 
The War of  1855 gene ra l ly  spared I r e e  H i l l ,  a i though th;. 

p12 . ta t ion  lands were used f o r  grazing t h e  1ives;ock belonging t o  t h e  v a s t  
Chir.5orilzo Yosp i t a l ,  and :;-.re, i n  Apr i l ,  1855, a  camp ~ r s u n 3 '  f o r  t h e  Union 

. 1 1  rroops soon t o  occupy I;icbLr;rlor.d. Chh'oorazo was t h e  1arg:jt  r n l - ~ t d r y  hosp i t  
i n  t h e  world, accomodati.ng 76,000 p a t i e n t s  during t h e  ~ 7 s r  yea r s .  

Richnond was b r i e f l y  an open c i t y  fol lowing t h e  evacuat ion  of  
t h e  Petersburg l i n e  and t h e  t s r r i b l e  f i r e  t h z t  bega2 w i t h  t h e  2 e s t r u c t i o n  
of  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Armory. At t h i s  junc ture ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  mayor :;rote t o  
t h e  "General Cornanding t h e  Cnion Army i n  f r o n t  of Ricb-xand": 

. 

Gensral  
The Army of t h e  Confederate Government having 
abandoned t h e  C i ty  of  R ichond  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  
r eques t  t h a t  you w i l l  t ake  possess ion  o f  i t  rr i th  
an organized f o r c e  t o  preserve  o r d e r  and p r o t e c t  
women and c h i l d r e n  and proper ty .  

Respec t fu l ly  
Joseph Playo, Mayor 
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Tree H i l l  served as  t h e  home of two prominent Henrico CO&ty 

f a m i l i e s  - t h e  Seldons and the  Roanes - and f igu red  i n  t k e  pre l iminary  
su r rende r  of  Richmond t o  t h e  Union Army. Through a  s e r i e s  of  a d d i t i o n s ,  

I 
I the  rambling dwel l ing  house grew from a  modest bu i ld ing  t o  one of Wenrico's,  
I 

most impressive p l a n t a t i o n  s e a t s .  S i t u a t e d  on a~commanding b l u f f  o v e r l o o k i ~ g  
tile f e r t i l e  bottom lands  of t h e  Jarnes River and t h e  Ricb::ond sky l inn  i.n t h e :  

i d i s t a n c e ,  Tree H i l l  a f fo rds  t h e  n o s t  panoranic view a v a i l a b l e  of t h e  cap i to ,  

The Burlee faznily purchased Tree H i l l  from t h e  S tea rns  family 
i n  1910. They ma in ta in  t h e  p lace  as a  working farm. I / 
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S t r e e t  
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A s  the designated State Liaison Officer for the N a -  

tion31 Ilisluric Prescrvstion Act of 1966 (Publlc L a w  

89.665), i hereby nominate this  propcity for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert i fy  that it has  been 

 valuated accord% to the c-itrria and proce&res set 
forth by :he National Park Scrvxce. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local a 

No- 
Junius R. Fishburne,  Jr . ,  Direc tor  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m i s s i o ~  

Title - 
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- - 
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I hereby certify that this property i$ included in  the 

National Ragister 
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