
2022 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 10 English Language Arts 
Question 9: Essay  
 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 
Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
Item Description: Write an essay explaining how characters support the main character in 
two different excerpts; use information from each excerpt to develop the essay. 
 
 
View item in MCAS Digital Item Library 

 

Essay Prompt  
 
For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea/thesis. 
• Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s). 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on the excerpts, write an essay explaining how Hanneke in The Signature of All 
Things and Mr. Knightley in Emma each play a significant role in the life of the main 
character. Be sure to use details from both excerpts to develop your essay. 

 
 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response 
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and 
Standard English Conventions. 

 

  

https://mcas.digitalitemlibrary.com/home?subject=ELA&grades=Grade%2010&view=ALL&itemUIN=EL013138637
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

5A 
• Central idea/thesis is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details  
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas  
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

5B 

4 

• Central idea/thesis is clear and well-developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3 

• Central idea/thesis is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2 

• Central idea/thesis may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1 

• Central idea/thesis is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0 The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

 
Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

length of essay 

3B 

3C 

3D 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or 
insufficient length. 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 5A and 5B).  



Grade 10 ELA Question 9  page 3 of 12 

 
 

Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
This fully developed essay is organized by idea, providing an insightful explanation of how the older and 
more experienced characters in the two excerpts exert influence on their younger counterparts. The 
introduction states the central idea: that Hanneke and Mr. Knightley are “older and respectable people, are 
obliged to point out wrongdoing of the main character, and provide advice on how to fix or avoid it in the 
future.” In the first body paragraph, Hanneke and Mr. Knightley are described as mentors: Hanneke as 
practically a member of Alma’s family, and Mr. Knightley as a respected elder who is well known to 
Emma. The writer provides details from the excerpts as evidence of the importance of the older 
characters: in The Signature of All Things, “the depth of the relationship between Alma and Hanneke, 
both emotionally and in regard to time”; and in Emma, “how [Emma] reacts to [Mr. Knightley’s] 
confrontation tells the reader that he is older and his opinion is certainly respected.” Subsequent body 
paragraphs explore the roles of Hanneke and Mr. Knightley in providing moral and social lessons to the 
main characters. Both convey that Alma and Emma do not understand the situations of others and require 
guidance. The writer includes quotes and commentary that show the extent of the characters’ lack of 
experience and sensitivity. Practical lessons are revealed later as quotes from the texts reveal that 
Hanneke’s advice comes from her own feelings about suffering, and that Mr. Knightley’s sterner counsel 
causes Emma to feel guilt and hopefully begin building a sense of responsibility toward the feelings of 
others. The essay is skillfully organized as examples from the excerpts are balanced with relevant 
commentary. Ideas are richly expressed, revealing the meaning of the characters’ actions and motives. 
The writing shows full awareness of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A 
Sentence forms are varied and controlled throughout this fully developed essay: “Hanneke understands 
that her job is to help guide Alma through life, which is partly why she is such a significant figure to her. 
Mr. Knightley also understands his task of not letting Emma continue to make the same mistakes.” 
Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics contributes to the overall clarity of the writing. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The introductory paragraph of this fully developed essay states that the main characters of The Signature 
of All Things and Emma “require assistance in making decisions that are moral” and are offered advice by 
significant figures who serve as mentors in their lives, Hanneke and Mr. Knightley. Aspects of moral and 
practical advice are explored in the two body paragraphs, which are organized by excerpt. Alma in The 
Signature of All Things is counseled by Hanneke, who gives “blunt and honest” advice: “that ‘everyone 
has disappointments.’” This statement is tempered by “mutual trust between the two of them.” The writer 
notes that Hanneke’s advice “implies that Alma must be independent and figure it out on her own,” 
showing Hanneke as a “highly intelligent mentor” who has “a crucial role in her life.” The writer 
identifies a similarly significant relationship between the characters in Emma: “mutual respect between 
Mr. Knightly and Emma” is recognized as a basis of trust that allows for moral instruction. Insightful 
commentary reveals familiarity and respect: “Mr. Knightley refuses to see Emma in a state in which she 
jeopardizes her own dignity” and helps her “realize the consequences of her actions” when she eventually 
recognizes the wisdom of his advice. Highly relevant details from the excerpts combine with strong 
commentary to form a full understanding of the roles of Hanneke and Mr. Knightley in the lives of the 
main characters. The essay shows full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B 
Sentence forms are generally correct and varied, if sometimes awkward: “Ultimately, both excerpts 
feature a mentor offering advice to characters who have made mistakes to show development and learning 
from their mistakes.” Occasional errors in mechanics (such as an unnecessary comma) are outweighed by 
the complexity of the writing and correct structures. The writing is complex and fully developed; any 
errors do not interfere with communication. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
This well-developed essay opens by stating that Hanneke and Mr. Knightley each portray a familiar 
“archetype” as the “old and wise” character who brings self-awareness to the young main character. This 
idea is developed in the two body paragraphs, first in an analysis of Hanneke and Alma and then of Mr. 
Knightley and Emma. The writing stays close to the excerpts by using relevant quotes along with some 
summary. Relevant commentary supports the central idea: Hanneke’s advice to Alma “helps her to put 
her situation into [perspective]. Instead of feeling pitiful for herself Hanneke instead suggests that Alma 
should remember that being disappointed is normal and [expected] for everyone”; “In Emma, Mr. 
Knightl[e]y proved to have a deep effect on Emma by teaching her about compassion, considering her 
angered reaction toward herself for what she had done.” The conclusion summarizes the idea that wise 
mentors can influence the thinking and actions of younger characters. Overall, the central idea is clear and 
supported by use of relevant quotes and commentary. Organization is effective and the essay 
demonstrates full awareness of the task. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C 
The writing demonstrates consistent control of a variety of sentence structures, grammar, usage, and 
mechanics. Sentences are generally formed correctly, and some minor errors in usage do not affect the 
flow of ideas: “All the advice and comfort that Hanneke offers to Alma has a dramatic effect on her 
outlook of life.” Errors in mechanics are noticeable but not severe: “Young and nieve Emma often does 
not recognize the extent to which her words can effect the people around her and fails to take other 
peoples situations into hand when speaking to them.” The length and complexity of the writing outweigh 
the errors, which interfere only a little with communication. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
This moderately developed essay focuses on how Hanneke and Mr. Knightley’s words ultimately affect 
the main characters in different ways: “Hanneke gives Alma advice, while Mr. Knightley only makes 
Emma realize her wrongs, not what to do about it.” The thesis that Hanneke and Mr. Knightley “both help 
the reader decipher more of the characters’ feelings while providing words of wisdom” is supported with 
evidence from the excerpts: “Hanneke’s response are words of comfort,” and though Hanneke points out 
Alma’s selfishness, “Alma does not take this the wrong way.” The writer proposes that Alma’s reaction 
may be because she realizes that Hanneke’s words are true and “she truly does want to do better.” In 
contrast, the writer presents Mr. Knightley’s admonition and advice as less comforting: “Emma realizes 
the impact of her actions” but as a result she “settle[s] into the despair that Alma was in before talking to 
Hanneke.” The writer provides some relevant commentary based on an analysis of the excerpts. Selection 
of evidence and details are appropriate, and ideas are expressed adequately. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D 
Though relatively brief, the writing demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions. 
Sentences are generally correct and varied in form: “However, this paragraph is underscored by certain 
things such as the implication that Alma is selfish, which could come off the wrong way for some.” There 
are no spelling errors and, despite some awkward phrases, correct use of punctuation shows knowledge of 
mechanics: “This interaction helps readers learn more about Alma’s feelings because of how she didn’t 
get offended by Hanneke’s words; it could be that she realizes they are true and because of how she truly 
does want to do better.” 
 

Back to Scoring Guides  



Grade 10 ELA Question 9  page 10 of 12 

 
 

Idea Development—Score Point 2 
This brief essay focuses on similarities between Hanneke and Mr. Knightley. Organization is limited, as 
the characters’ roles are compared in two short paragraphs. Hanneke is described as a “motherly figure” 
who advises Alma that she will come to understand suffering as she grows older. The following 
paragraph describes Mr. Knightley admonishing Emma regarding her behavior toward Miss Bates, with 
the hope that she will realize how such cruelty affects others. A brief concluding sentence summarizes the 
point that both Hanneke and Mr. Knightley play an important role by helping and understanding the main 
characters. Ideas are basic and textual support is limited. The essay shows partial awareness of the task 
and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2 
The essay is too brief to demonstrate consistent control of standard English conventions. Though 
relatively few in number, some errors stand out in simple text: “In Emma Mr. Knightley is someone who 
helps the main character Emma see her faults and wrongings. . . .” 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The response is not developed. A few details from the excerpts are listed to support a minimal central 
idea: “In the excerpts, both Hanneke and Mr. Knightley provide key learning lessons for the main 
characters.” Ideas are fragmented and not sufficiently developed. There is minimal awareness of the task 
and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1 
The response is understandable but too brief to demonstrate more than little control of standard English 
conventions. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
This response is insufficient to answer the question. There is some evidence that the student has read the 
excerpts in a brief reference to the characters: “they play a major role inthier stories” and “they help with 
getting to think about wht thwy did.” 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0 
The response demonstrates no evidence of control of standard English conventions. 
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