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BPDA says yes to Trinity plan for Shawmut space

Cites city’s goals; foes mull moves

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

The Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) Board voted
4-0 last Thursday to approve Trinity
Financial’s 72-unit affordable rental
housing project on the Fitzpatrick
Brothers Auto Body site at 150 Centre
St., next tothe Shawmut MBTA station.
Theunanimous decision to greenlight
the project came after several years of
vigorous opposition from some neigh-
bors and abutters and after a number
of concessions from the Trinity team,
including downsizing the number of

units from its original scale.
The vote came after a 90-minute

public hearing in which 27 people tes-
tified about the plan — 16 in favor and
11 opposed. State Rep. Russell Holmes,
who was in favor, was the only elected
official to weigh-in with live comments;
outgoing Councillor Frank Baker sup-
ported Trinity in writing.

Numerous voices, pro and con,
weighed in after the vote, with one
opponent warning that a “remedy in
the courts” might be in the offing.

“You delivered us a project that is
aligned with our values and goals of
affordability and resiliency and equity,”
said Priscilla Rojas, the BPDA board
chair, who lives in Mattapan.

“It’s transit-oriented development

Arendering shows the approved 150 Centre Street at Shawmut project at left.

building density around nodes of trans-
portation,” she continued. “I only hope
our neighboring municipalities and
cities and towns would do the same, but
here in Boston that’s how we do it. I do
acknowledge and am empathetic to the

Image courtesy Trinity

opposition and the changes this com-
munity will be experiencing...I would
have preferred greater density but
understand the complexities around
this project.”

(Continued on page 5)

Dot soccer standout Lola Grifhin keys
Notre Dame Academy to Div. 2 crown

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpIiTor

November has been
a good month for Lola
Griffin. The 18-year-old
from Dorchester led the
Notre Dame Academy
(NDA girls soccer team
to the Division 2 state
championship and ten
daysbefore signed aletter
of intent to play for Divi-
sion 1 Bryant University
in Smithfield, RI.

Griffin and her team-
mates beat Mansfield, 1-0,
last Saturday (Nov. 18)
in the state final held in
Lynn. It wasthe Hingham
team’s first trip back to
the championship match
since 2013.

A second-year captain
and five-year varsity play-
er, Griffin played a huge
roleinthe NDA program’s
turnaround last year
when they made it to the
Elite 8 in the state tour-
nament. Thisyear, behind
the leadership of Griffin,
they won easily in their
first two games, then gave
a solid performance in
beating Grafton — whom

Lola Grlfﬁn helped lead her Notre Dame Academy soccer team to the Division
2 championship with a win over Mansfield last Saturday. The Dorchester de-
fender will play for Division 1 Bryant University next year.

Photo courtesy Notre Dame Academy

theyhadlost to on penalty
kicks last year. Advanc-
ing to the Final Four,
they faced Masconomet
Regional High School
on Nov. 14, and won in
emotional fashion, 3-2,
on penalty kicks.

“Last year we were one
of the best teams in the
state and we got upset in
the Elite 8, so we were
fired up coming into the
season to redeem our-
selves,” said Griffin. “As
a captain and one of our

leaders it feels so great
to lead NDA to our first
soccer state champion-
ship since 2013.

“We played a high-
powered offense
(Mansfield) in the final
(Continued on page 14)

How 20th century
racial inequities
shaped the housing
crunch of the 21st

By CHris LoveTrT
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Somewhere between the migration to the suburbs
in the 20th century and the tight housing market of
the ongoing “Big Sort,” there was a turning point
called “the Big Downzone.”

The term is used by public policy consultant Amy
Dain in her new report for the Boston Indicators
Project at The Boston Foundation, but her urge to

decode the language of
News Analysis

exclusionary zoning in

Boston’s suburbs dates
back to 2004. And her main finding is how much a
21st century housing crunch was shaped by a 20th
century conflict over racial inequality.

After getting her master’s degree in public policy
at the Kennedy School, Dain focused on the envi-
ronmental impact of local housing regulations and
land use patterns. That led to noticing, in several
communities, a change in the language related to
zoning around the early 1970s, just as Boston was
going through an acceleration of racial change and
heading toward its clash over school segregation.

At the State House Library and local libraries,
Dain examined growth policy statements and plans
from more than three hundred local communities,
dating as far back as the 1950s. “In mid-century,
many municipalities were explicit about their use
of zoning for social class positioning,” she explained

(Continued on page 4)

Ray Flynn

40 years ago, mayoral race riveted city

By CHris LoveTrT
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

It was 1983, and the nation was just
startingto climb back from double-digit
unemployment. More than 2,000 peo-
ple would die from a newly discovered
disease called AIDS. Time Magazine’s
Man of the Year was “The Computer,”
and Michael Jackson would update the
shuffle into the fractured poise of the
“moonwalk.”

On the streets of Roxbury and

Preached unity on issues Dorchester, a section of the Caribbean

American Carnival would pay tribute
to Mohandas K. Gandhi, passing by
words from Martin Luther King’s “I
Have a Dream” speech, from 20 years
earlier, that were displayed outside a
church near Grove Hall. Throughout
Boston, 1983 was counted by many as
nine years after the explosive start of
school desegregation and, by some, as
twenty years after the assassination
of John F. Kennedy. In the preceding
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decade, the city had lost more than 12
(Continued on page 20)
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Police, Courts & Fire

Boston ﬁreﬁghters responded to 17 Rector Rd in
Mattapan around 10:30 a.m. last Friday (Nov. 17) for
what turned into a two-alarm fire. Six people were
displaced, but none injured, according to the BFD,
which reported that the blaze spread through the
house’s eaves and burst through the roof before it
was contained by firefighters who had to carefully
maneuver around wires to do their jobs. BFD photo

Girl, 15, charged in tripping
of man, 84, at MBTA station

A 15-year-old was ordered held for 60 days at her
arraignment last Thursday (Nov. 16) on charges that
she kicked and tripped an 84-year-old man at Forest
Hills as she and her pals clowned on him, the Suffolk
County District Attorney’s office reported with the
following details taken from the police report:

The teen, already out on $500 bail on an un-
armed-robbery charge, was part of a group of teens
who got off an Upper Busway bus and then congre-
gated by the entrance to the train station shortly
before 9 p.m.

Asthevictim walked by the group, several juveniles
began to walk closely behind him. Then a female
juvenile positioned herself behind the victim, kicked
his legs and intentionally tripped him, causing him
to fall forward onto his forehead.”

When officers arrived, they found the man lying on
the pavement, bleeding from his forehead, with three
T commuters - two doctors and a medical student -
tending to him. The victim, who remained conscious,
was taken to a local hospital for treatment.

The teen was charged with assault and battery with
a dangerous weapon, a shod foot, on a person over
65. A West Roxbury Municipal Court judge revoked
her $500 bail on the robbery charge and ordered her
held for at least two months - after which she will
be barred from Forest Hills station. She was ordered
to wear a GPS device should she make her new bail
of $1,000.

Using the T’s video surveillance system, Transit
Police identified the teen. Around 2:45 p.m. last
Wednesday (Nov. 15), officers spotted her near the
JFK/UMass Red Line stop, wearing the same jeans
andjacket as she was spotted wearing while attacking
the man, and arrested her.
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qualifies for natlonal competltlon

By SETH DANIEL
News EpiTor

The storied Dorches-
ter Eagles Pop Warner
program put in the hard
work this season on the
gridiron, elevating its
14-Under team as New
England champions and
qualifiers for the national
tournament in Florida.

Afterbeating Hartford,
29-8, in the regionals,
the team is asking the
community for help in
raising some $40,000
before Dec. 1 to get the
players to Orlando.

Coach Terry Cousins
noted the program had
eight teams of champion-
ship caliber throughout
the age groups, but their
14U team this year was
one of the best they’ve
hadinawhile—andthat’s
coming from a program
that usually sends at
least one team to Florida
each year.

“Iknow people get tired
of hearing Dorchester,
Dorchester, but it isn’t
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Eagles 14-U Pop Warner squad

the same kids every year
since 2001,” he said.
“We are a powerhouse
program and the best in
New England and our
coaches and kids put in
the work in the off-season
and during the season to
be this good.

“We do need the com-
munity’s help because
we’re just one of these
Boston teams with Bos-
ton pride and we keep

dotnews.com

winning...It’simportant
that people know this
isn’t the same old story.”

The Eagles have won
eight New England
championships in the
last 22 years, and Cous-
ins and his fellow coach,
Tony Hurston, said they
have aremarkable squad
this year.

“This team is loaded,”
said Cousins. “On our
other teams we might

have had four or five elite
players, but this team is
stacked across the board
and 80 percent of the
kids have been playing
together for years.”

Captains/leadersofthe
teaminclude Cyrus Cous-
ins, Christian Simmons,
and Jadon Beatty.

The Eagles have start-
ed a GoFundMe page to
help raise money toward
their goal.

Halfway to Dot Day 5k set for Dec. 9

TheHalfway to Dot Day
5k Road Race — spon-
sored by the Dorchester
Running Club— will
be held on Sat., Dec.9
along the paths of DCR’s
Pope John Paul Park in
Dorchester. The shotgun
start is at 9a.m.

The family-friendly
run for all ages and
abilities and is certified
and sanctioned by USA
Track and Field — New
England. Registration
for adults and teenagers
12+ isjust $25. Allyouth
under 12 are asked to
make a donation of at
least $5, of which 100%
of the proceeds will be
used for post-secondary

and trades school schol-
arships for Dorchester
youth.

Join friends after the
raceat Florian Hall where
there will belocal vendors
and perhaps a visit from
old Saint Nick. Runners
will start near the Hill-
top Street entrance and
pass by festively deco-
rated water tables and
carolers along the way.
Parkingisavailableat the
Walgreens Parking Lot
(757 Gallivan Boulevard)
and adjacent streets in
the area. “Candy Cane
Lane” will safely and
quickly lead you from
Walgreens through the
park to the starting line.

There is limited parking
at Florian Hall and no
parking in the McKeon

Post parking lot.
To register go to face-
book.com/DotRunners.
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[vf Upcoming Local Events

Dorchester.

Franklin Park Coalition Thanksgiving Turkey
Trotis Thurs., Nov. 23, at 9 a.m. Chip-timed
5k fun run. Walkers welcome. This annual
fundraiser supports the coalition’s pro-
grams. Adults $35, kids/teens $18, children
under5arefree. Gotorunsignup.com/Race/
MA/Dorchester/FranklinParkTurkeyTrot.
Join the third annual children’s celebration
holiday celebration on Sat., Nov. 25, from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Martin’s Park hosted by
the Friends of Martin’s Park and the Boston
Parks and Recreation Department. Santa
Claus and The Grinch will arrive by boat
with the Boston Police Harbor Unit at the
Harborwalk and enter the park to switch
on the lights.

Walk off that turkey dinner and celebrate
Small Business Saturday at the annual
Lower Mills/Milton Village Holiday Stroll

on Sat., Nov. 25,fom 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Visit
the shops, restaurants, and other small
businesses in this historic area while enjoy-
ing live music, art exhibits, hot chocolate,
and goodies along the route. The Baker
Chocolate artists’ lofts (1231 Adams St) will
have artwork by resident artists on display,
music by the Good Fountain Singers (Font-
bonne Academy’salumnae chorus),andthe
chance to have your photo taken with La
Belle Chocolatier. Festivities wrap up at 6
p.m. with a tree lighting at Rockland Trust
(2250 Dorchester Ave.) with carolers from
St. John Paul Il Academy. A trolley will be
available throughout the route; get stroll
programs at participating locations.

Nine holiday trees in Dorchester will be lit
up on Sat., Nov. 25, starting in Neponset
Circle at 4:20 p.m. in Neponset Circle; 4:40

p.m. in Port Norfolk; 5 p.m. at St. Teresa
Parish; 5:25 p.m. at Ryan Playground (Savin
Hill); 5:40 p.m. at Strand Theatre; 6 p.m.
at Meetinghouse Hill; 6:20p.m. at Fields
Corner; and 6:45 p.m. at Peabody Square.
The tour is sponsored by the City of Boston
and the Dorchester Holiday Celebrations
Committee.

More tree lightings are planned for next
weekend as Mayor Wu'’s Enchanted Trolley
Tour makes stops around thecity, including
Mattapan Square on Sat., Dec. 2 at 1 p.m.;
Codman Square on Sun., Dec.3at12 p.m.,
followed by Adams Cornerthatdayat1p.m.
This event includes visits with Santa, tree
lightings, and more.

All Dorchester Sports and Leadership’s
4oth anniversary gala is set for Wed.,
Dec. 6, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Venezia

Restaurant, 20 Ericsson St.,
Email ADSL@AIlIDorchesterSports.org.
The BPDA will host a virtual IAG meeting
on Wed., Dec. 6, at 6:30 p.m. to discuss
the 135 Morrissey Blvd. project, including
the construction of an additional six-story
wing connected to the former Boston Globe
building by an elevated pedestrian walk-
way, with associated below-grade parking.
Go to bit.ly/135Morrissey-Boulevard for
more info.

BPDA Planning Team hosts a conversation
on Wed., Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. on important
updates to Mattapan’s zoning code. See
ad on page 17 for log-in.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
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After debate, Greenhllls plan gets Cedar Grove C1V1c s okay

By Cassmy McNEELEY
REPORTER CORRE-
SPONDENT

Members of the Cedar
Grove Civic Association
voted last week to support
a proposal by the owners
of Greenhills Irish Bakery
to replace their current
one-story building in
Adams Village with a
four-story building that
will include nine condos
and a new space to house
the popular bakery and
store.

The 34-19 vote followed
some intense discussion
about the project in front
of an audience of about 60
people in the basement of
the McKeon Post on Hill
Top Street last Thursday
evening.

The proponents— Der-
mot and Cindy Quinn—
were on hand to outline
their plan, which will
require the demolition of
780 Adams St. They said
the project will take up
to two years to complete.

“I think the challenge
is convincing people that
we’re going to make it a
bigger and better spot,”
Dermot Quinn told the
Reporter at the meeting.
“There’s going to be new
renovations in the neigh-
borhood. Hopefully, we
haveanicebuildingthat’s
going to be the footprint
of development.

He added: “The neigh-
borhood needsupgrading,
there are too many old
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Members of the Cedar Grove ClVlc Assoc1atlon lined up to vote on a proposal by the owners of Greenhills

Irish Bakery during a meeting at the McKeon Post held on Nowv. 16.

abuildings. I feel like
we’re starting to make it
a little more pleasing to
the eye.”

Steve Bickerton, Jr.,
who serves as president
ofthe civicgroup, was one
of those who expressed
reservations about the
project before the vote.

“My biggest concern
was parking,” said Bick-
erton.” I don’t love the
height, I don’t love the
look; however, parking
was the biggest issue for
me.”

The Quinns’ attorney,
John Pulgini, sought to
ease concerns on that
front. He said that Der-
mot was successful in
reaching an agreement
with Tom Cifrino, who
manages the realty trust
that controls the private
parking lot next door,

where he can provide
parking to the residents
for $200 a month.

“Thebuildingitselfhas
no parking spaces,” said
Pulgini. “As far as the
parking lot, he [Cifrino]
has at least 20 spaces he
could rent out to us.”

The height of the build-
ing was also cited as
a concern by Bicker-
ton and others. The top
three floors above the
bakery would include six
one-bedroom condos and
three two-bedroom units.

“We’re setting a prec-
edent in Adams Village
where we can go 10 or 12
feethigher than anything
else,” said Bickerton, who
worried that Dorchester
isbecoming too much like
South Boston.

After much discussion,
members were invited up

Cassidy McNeeley photos

Mark Sullivan, an architect who designed the plan
for 780 Adams St. for clients Dermot and Cindy
Quinn, is shown at last week’s meeting.
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tothe front of the room to
vote onthe proposal using
neon flashcards, which
were quickly counted
by the board members.
Bickerton announced the
approval of the proposal
with count of 34 for and
19 against.

The Quinns expressed
their appreciation after
the approval vote.

“We’re excited,” said
Dermot. “We’ve put a lot
of hard work and sweat
and tears into the bakery
for the last 33 years. The
entire neighborhood has
been very supportive of
us and our families and
we have tried to give back
to the neighborhood as
much as we’ve accepted.
It’s been an honor to be
in this village for the last
three decades.”

The meeting began
with an update on public
safety from Officer Mike
Keaney, which was fol-
lowed by a thank you to
outgoing District 3 City
Councillor Baker. ... John
and Anne Lydon were also
on hand to present their
plans to open an Irish-
themed restaurant and
pub— Scobie’s— at 512
Gallivan Blvd., the com-
mercial building they own
at the corner of Gallivan
Blvd. and Adams Street.
The Lydons’ proposal was
not the subject of aformal
vote during the meeting
but seemed to be favored
by most of the civic mem-
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How 20th century racial inequities
shaped the housing crunch of the 21st

(Continued from page 1)

at anonline presentation
onNov. 8. “Exclusion was
not a side effect. We can
cross that out. It was a
purpose.”

In policy statements
from predominantly
white communities in
the 1970s, she found
tighter restrictionsonde-
velopment, often skewed
toward more spacious
single-family properties.
Explicit language about
race, class, or religion
had given way to more
nebulous terms such
as “residential quali-
ty,” “social structure,”
or “unique character
and identity.” She also
noticed the changes re-
sulted from a complete
overhaul of zoning codes,
requiring adoption by a
larger majority.

“I think that the zon-
ing that I was reading
in 2004, a lot had been
written in the 1970s and
it’s still our current day
zoning,” she said. “It’s
very rare that municipal-
ities completely rewrite
their zoning or trash
their own zoning codes.”

As a result, some com-
munities barred devel-
opment of apartment
buildings, even where
they had previously been
welcomed as a net gain
for the tax base, with
households less like-
ly to have children in
the local public schools.
That prompted Dain to
wonder: “Why did the
whole region downzone
at once?”

One possible reason
was the gathering push-
back against new high-
way construction.Others
could have been the de-
crease in remaining land
for new development
or mounting concerns
about the environmental
impact of sprawl. Dain
concluded that adifferent
factor could have been
even more decisive.

Theodore ‘Ted’ Landsmark, who served as an advisor and editor of the report:
“Our suburbs’ zoning has clearly worked to exclude people of color and fami-

lies.”

“The Big Downzone
happened very sudden-
ly and intensely at a
specific point in time,”
she said, “at a time of
racial change, civilrights
victories, and a growing
call for desegregation of
schools and neighbor-
hoods.”

In June of 1974, a
federal judge in Boston,
W. Arthur Garrity, or-
dered desegregation of
the city’s public schools.
His choice of remedies
was limited by another
decision that year, by
the US Supreme Court,
that exempted suburban
school districts from
responsibility for racial
inequalities in Detroit.
As a result, unless racial
segregation were proven
within suburban schools,
remedies would not bere-
quired beyond core cities
such as Boston.

Less preventable was
the exodus of white fam-
ilies from the city, often
described as a response
to “busing.” In his book,
“Boston Against Bus-
ing,” Ronald P. Formisa-
no applied the term, not
just to the redistribution
of students beginning in

1974, but to the scenario
repeatedly invoked by
desegregation opponents
over the course of the
preceding decade. Also
putting a spotlight on
schools were organizing
efforts by Black parents
and the 1965 march in
Boston led by Martin
Luther King, Jr., followed
by passage of the state’s
Racial Imbalance Act.
“Many Boston resi-
dents, including many
renters, were looking to
move to the suburbs, if
they could find a place,”
said Dain. “Zoning is a
part of the school segre-
gation story, but it does
not make for good pho-
tos. It’s mostly invisible,
obscured by complexity.”
Predating even the
filing of the lawsuit de-
cided by Garrity was a
housing program started
in parts of Boston in
1968, designed to help
Black homebuyers over-
come racial barriers to
mortgage lending. One
result of the program was
accelerated population
turnover in Mattapan
and much of Dorches-
ter, partly spurred by
block-busting realtors

The Loop at Mattapan Station
wins praise from national group

The Loop at
Mattapan Station

Boston, MA

CHARLES L. EDS0MN
AWARD WINNER

The Loop at Mattapan Station has
won the Charles L. Edson Tax Credit
Excellence Award from the Afford-
able Housing Tax Credit Coalition, a
Washington, D.C.-based trade associ-
ation. The award recognizes housing
initiatives and organizations that
have demonstrated impactful use of
the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit
and notes that the design of The Loop

highlights the Neponset River Green-
way and creates an access point for the

AFFORDABLE
( HOUSING
TAX CREDIT

'\? COALITION

neighborhood and community.

The Mattapan building, which
opened earlier this year, includes 135
affordable rental homes to low- and
moderate-income residents.

The property was co-developed by
Preservation of Affordable Housing
and Nuestra Comunidad Development
Corporation and financed through di-
rect investment from Bank of America.

- REPORTER STAFF
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and a set of lending
boundaries that offered
the new homebuyers a
kind of inclusion—but
with confinement.

According to Dain, the
first zoning ordinances
in Massachusetts date
from the 1920s, following
another period of change
and upheaval. That in-
cluded an increase in
immigrants from south-
ern and eastern Europe
before World War I and
the start of “The Great
Migration,” along with
the beginning of mass
production for automo-
biles, the main vehicle
for reachingthe suburbs.
The years during the
war and soon after were
marked by the country’s
first “Red Scare,” the
resurgence of the KKK,
and more exclusionary
national laws on immi-
gration.

Someofthemorerecent
guidelines for growth in
suburban communities
have expressed open-
ness to inclusion. But,
in zoning decisions on
individual projects, Dain
said, the prevailing effect
has been a “no-growth”
policy, despite passage of
anti-snob zoning legisla-
tion in 1969.

In comments during
the online presentation,
the director of the Duka-
kis Center for Urban and
Regional Policy at North-
eastern University, The-
odore C. Landsmark,
argued that the “Big
Downzone” had effects
lasting well beyond the

Exclusionary
by Design
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The cover of the Boston Indicators Project’s latest
report on exclusionary zoning in Boston’s suburbs.

1970s. Landsmark also
served as advisor and
editor for the report.

“Our suburbs’ zoning
has clearly worked to
exclude people of color
and families, and in
some cases, seniors, from
communities, where one
now findsthat the greater
Boston region is among
the most segregated in
the country,” he said.

“I think back to the
number of young Black
and Brown professionals
who arrived in Boston
at about the same time
that I did,” he added,
“and the vast majority
of them moved away,
in part because of the
inability to have access
toadjacent communities,
and to housing and res-
idential and educational
opportunities in those
communities.”

In addition to posing
racial barriers, Dain said,
supply restrictionsinthe
suburbs translate more
generally into higher
rents and more housing
insecurity in other com-
munities.

“If you’re renting, you
have to live where ev-
erybody’s renting, and
there’s housing instabil-
ity and there’s all the es-
calating prices that send
you moving more often,”
she said after the presen-
tation. “And now, because
of all this instability and
youcan’t pay rent, you're
gettingevicted. Yourkids
aren’t getting a good
education because they
have to move mid-year

and all their classmates
are moving mid-year.”

Dain acknowledged
that individual projects
could still be opposed
for valid reasons besides
race or class. But she also
noted that piecemeal zon-
ingreview prioritizesthe
close range and particu-
lar, with less attention to
large-scale concerns over
supply and demand or
social polarization. She
suggested that imbal-
ance could be remedied
through state or regional
controls, along with more
incentives for local com-
munities.

“The local towns in-
evitably are going to be
influenced by more con-
servative electoral forces
within their communities
and by the kinds of push-
back that we’ve seen in
town meetings,” shesaid,
“and bringing towns to-
gether through state and
regional action is clearly
going to be essential.”

The report is part of
the Boston Indicators
Project research onracial
wealth equity, with an eye
toward policy change. In
the foreword, the proj-
ect’s executive director,
Luc Schuster, wrote,
“The narrower political
boundaries are drawn,
the more ‘outsiders’ are
created. Primarily wait-
ingon, orlightly incentiv-
izing municipalities todo
the right thing, has been
insufficient throughout
the 100 years of zoning
history reviewed here.”

T: Red Line ‘surge’ brought
new riders to Fairmount Line

Fairmount Line ridership jumped by
nearly 35 percent during last month’s
Red Line diversion on the Ashmont
branch and Mattapan trolley, according
to the MBTA and Keolis, the company
that runs the commuter rail.

Together with other increases else-
where in the system, the ridership on
commuter rail “reached anew post-pan-
demic peak in October,” according to a

statement from the T.

“Seeing ridership on Commuter Rail
return and grow consistently to reach
this milestone demonstrates that safe,
reliable, and more frequent service can

needs.”

and CEO Phillip Eng. “

Abdellah Chajai, CEO of Keolis Com-
muter Services, added: “These latest
ridership trends are proof that the
all-day service, and more flexible fare
products are meeting our passenger’s

The Fairmount Line was free for
riders within the city during the 16-day
pausein train and trolley service while

workers replaced tracks and made sta-

bring riders back to mass transporta-
tion,” said MBTA General Manager

tion improvements. The T is planning
other temporary pauses elsewhere in
the system to make essential repairs
over the next two years.

-REPORTER STAFF
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Cedar Grove Civic says thanks to Baker for 12 years of service

Frank Baker took a victory
lap during last Thursday’s
meeting of the Cedar Grove
Civic Association, which set
aside a portion of its monthly
meeting at the McKeon Post
to formally thank him for his
12 years on the Boston City
Council.

Baker listened as association
president Steve Bickerton Jr.
offered words of praise then
acknowledged them, saying,
“Thank you, everybody, Steve,
Cedar Grove for being my
friend, being a supporter. It has
been an honor, truly, truly an
honor torepresent Dorchester,
the place that has made me
who I am.”

Baker said he will leave the
council proud of over a decade
ofhard work. But, headded, he
does have someregrets. “When
people say they got no regrets,
I think they’re full of [guess].
Mass. and Cass has gotten

Councillor Baker

worse, and that hurts me.”
When Bickerton cited Bak-

(Continued from page 1)

Trinity’s project man-
ager, Michael Lozano,
noted that the project
has been modified many
times throughout the
process, most recently
the addition of 25 under-
ground parking spaces
afterall parkinghad been
eliminated earlier in the
year atthe request of city
planners.

“This project has been
a long, long time in the
making, and we have
had dozens of meetings,”
Lozano said. “We have
met with hundreds of
neighbors and stakehold-
ers in kitchens and on
doorsteps and in other
places. This process has
made for a better proj-
ect...I am happy where
we have landed.”

The development has
been wrought with raw
controversy, sharp per-
sonalities, and, at times,
acrimony.

“It’s gotten really kind
of vicious in the neigh-
borhood,” said neighbor
Mercedes Tompkins,
who spoke up against
the project. “The long-
time neighbors have
been through thick and
thin and keeping the
neighborhood together
in tough times.”

Thosein opposition or-
ganized under the name
“Build Together: Shaw-
mut,” advancing theidea
of allowing a smaller
development via an ex-
pansion by the abutting
Epiphany School. They
placed scores of lawn
signs throughout the
neighborhood and gath-
ered more than 1,000
signatures in support of
the Epiphany “alterna-
tive” — even though the
school has no ownership
rights to the property.

On the affirmative
side, other neighbors
stressed that building
high-density with little
or no parking right next
to a Red Line station
makes sense. With the
housing crisis amplified
in Boston now, that was
a key reason why sup-
porters called for approv-
al of the development,

accepted a clock presented to him as a gift
from the Cedar Grove Civic Association leadership last Thurs-
day evening at the McKeon Post.

Cassidy McNeeley photos

er’s lead role in overturning a
council-approved redistricting

Councillor-elect John Fitz-
Gerald (right) with Councillor
Frank Baker at the Cedar

map as a recent accomplish-
ment, the councillor said,
“Steve talked about redistrict-
ing alittle bit. It was a difficult
undertaking, but we ended up
prevailing in the end. It feels
good to win,” said Baker.

District 3 Councillor-elect
John FitzGerald, who will
take Baker’s seat on Jan. 1,
was on hand at the meeting,
and he took to the podium to
salute Baker’sdedicationtothe
district. “At any point when I
haveadoubt,” hesaid, “I think
about his passion and it makes
me go, ‘No, I’'m doing the right
thingand I'm here for theright
reasons.’”

Quick with his retort, Baker
said, “I'm still going to be in-
volved in the politics and the
neighborhood. My cellphone
number is the same and will
be the same if anyone wants
to bring me out for a drink.”

— CASSIDY McNEELEY

Grove meeting.

BPDA says yes to Trinity plan for Shawmut space

A rendering shows a view of the Trinity Financial, Inc. project for 150 Centre
St. that was approved by the BPDA board last week. Trinity photo

uniting under the group
‘Dorchester Growing To-
gether’ and harnessing
social media channels to
promote their position.

Holmes said he helped
torestore the 25 parking
spaces as a compromise
to get the plan over the
finish line. He said it
made sense to build such
a development near a
train station, while not-
ing that the two sides
werejust not ableto come
together.

“You can’t force peo-
ple to marry that don’t
want to marry,” he said.
“I tried to bring people
together to form a cohe-
sive agreement and they
couldn’t.”

That division was ev-
ident in some of the
testimony that preceded
the board vote.

Her family “isin strong
opposition of this project,
and those that said the
developer spoke with
abutters is not correct,”
said Tiffany Caballero,
an abutter on Allston
Street. “This process has
been one where they just
checked it off.”

Said Impact Advisory
Group (IAG) member
Nevin Lorden, a strong
supporter: “If we can’t
build something like
this here, then where
can we?”

Abutter Andrew Saxe
said after the meeting
that the project was bad
design, bad planning,
and bad social policy.

“This is a 72-unit
building on a lot zoned
for 8 units that will pre-
vent an admired school
from expanding into its
own adjoining proper-
ty,” he said, referring to

Epiphany. “It offers no
path to ownership for
working families. One
thousand residents and
three neighborhood as-
sociations have said they
do not want it.”

Rev. John Finley, a
co-founder and head of
Epiphany School, while
noting that his institu-
tion opposed the plan as
well, said, “this proposal
is not supported by any
abutter or any of the
three neighborhood as-
sociations.”

For their part, people
from the surrounding
streets said it is nearly
impossible for many
people to live affordably
in Dorchester, and noted
that developments like
Trinity’s can keep friends
and family close.

Lara Shkordoff, of the
St. Mark’s area, said her
family had rented out-
side Dorchester, and was
lucky to be able to buy a
home in the neighbor-
hood. Otherrenters have
not been so fortunate,
she added. “If anything,
I wish this was bigger,”
she said. “We were barely
able to stay [in Boston].

Friends are leaving.”

Joe Levinger, a neigh-
bor who was opposed to
the project, said before
the vote that the BPDA’s
approval may not be final
word on the project’s fate.

“Iurgethe BPDAnot to
approve this project and if
it is approved, there will
be lawsuits brought to
prevent this from moving
forward,” he said.

After the meeting, he
added: “Iam not discour-
aged; since the code vio-
lations surrounding this
project are numerous,
there is always the pos-
sibility, however remote,
that the project will be
blocked by the ZBA. And
if the ZBA signs off as
well, we will seek remedy
in the courts. This is not
athreat; it is a promise.”

One question posed by
the BPDA board asked
why the project was fully
rental and not affordable
homeownership, a posi-
tion many projects have
pivoted to in the area.
It was also a sticking
point with the opposition,
which preferred an af-
fordable homeownership
project.

Lozano said Trinity
explored that possibility
but couldn’t make it
work financially. “Work-
ing with the neighbors
and the community as
the project got smaller,
it became financially
infeasible to do a project
with homeownership,”
he said.

The project originally
had 90 units of housing,
and 48 parking spaces in
ab-storybuildingbut was
altered several times over
the last two years.

Trinity filed fora 121A
process in September.
According to the BPDA
website, 121A projects
are granted to generate
economic advancement
to areas that are blight-
ed. In return, the city,
the BPDA, and the state
deliver a “streamlined
regulatory process and
a negotiated alternative
tax paymentinlieu of real
and personal property
taxes.” That process will
be worked out between
Trinity and the BPDA in
the coming months.

BPDA NOTEBOOK

*Trinity Financial’s
Centre Street project was
not the only major deci-
sion made by the BPDA
Board last Thursday. A
massive re-development
planned on what are now
empty parking lots at
Bunker Hill Community
College in Charlestown
was also on the docket.
The BPDA Board des-
ignated Trinity as the
official developer tobuild
686 units of affordable
and market rate housing

- rental and homeown-
ership — on several acres
of open land owned by
the BPDA. That project
includes two phases over
eight years, if all goes
well, and includes ame-
nities like youth sports
playing fields and an
outdoor arts common.

*The agency approved
two new projects in the
Grove Hall areaaswell. A
14-unit homeownership
project with 2 affordable
homeownership units
was approved by 4-0 for
427 Quincy St., where
12 of the units will be
market rate, and 2 will
be affordable for those 80-
100 percent of AMI. On
88 Geneva Ave., across
fromthedJeremiah Burke
High School, a 36-unit
homeownership building
was approved 4-0. That
oneincludes 6 affordable
homeownership units in
a 5-story building that
will feature a ground floor
café space. There are 24
parking spaces included
on the site and a new
sidewalk connection to
Oldfields Road.

*On Meetinghouse
Hill, a long-time pro-
posal was approved at
29 High St. down the
hill from First Parish
Church. That project has
already demolished an
olderhomethat sat onthe
lot, and now has approval
to proceed with a 31-unit,
3-story, homeownership
building with 5 afford-
able units (one at 50 per-
cent AMI and one at 60
percent AMI). There are
23 underground parking
spaces included on site.

St. John Paul Catholic Academy wins
STEM grant from Cambridge Savings

The Campaign for Catholic
Schools (CCS) has announced a
$37,000 grant from the Cambridge
Savings Charitable Foundation
toward a new science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) set tobe offered this fall at
St. John Paul IT Catholic Academy
in Dorchester.

The grant will provide comput-
er coding/robotics devices for all

grades at the Uphams Corner/
Columbiaand Neponset campuses.

“We are enormously grateful to
the Cambridge Savings Charitable
Foundation (CSCF) for its com-
mitment to education,” said CCS
President James Walsh. “CSCF
understandsthat communities are
only as strong as the institutions
that support them, and this grant
serves as testimony to their vision

and business philosophy.”

STEM is an important new
focus for the Academy, which has
hired new faculty coaches and
expanded professional develop-
ment for teachers. This grant will
support the Academy’s computer
coding/robotics module, and will
aid students in exploring spatial
concepts, measurement, geometry,
and meta-cognitive processes.
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By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

VietAID in Fields Cor-
ner held a ribbon cutting
last Friday (Nov. 17) for
their completely renovat-
ed and expanded outdoor
play space. The Au Co
Preschool is the state’s
only bi-lingual, bi-cul-
tural Vietnamese early
education facility.

The improved facility,
which is situated behind
the VietAID building on
Charles Street, serves
several preschool class-
rooms. The renovations
were made possible by
$375,000in grants, loans
and technical assistance
from the state’s Early
Education and Care De-
partment (EEC) and the
Children’s Investment
Fund.

Now, all students can
use the bigger space at
the same time. There are
accessible doors directly
outside from classrooms,
new lighting for late
afternoon play, a padded
resilient surface, and a
stage area for perfor-
mances.

THE REPORTER

you walk into a space
specifically designed for
the children and the
educators that are using
it,” she said. “This is a
totally unique programin

November 22, 2023

New outdoor space at VietAID brightens day for preschoolers

the City of Boston. I saw
people doing Tai Chi, I

saw seniors volunteering
with the children...You
are meeting the needs
of the community here.”

The event included a
tour of the Au Co Pre-
school for those in atten-
dance, including a class
of preschoolers singing
“Santa Claus is Coming

dotnews.com

to Town” in Vietnamese.
The morning ended with
a ribbon cutting for the
playground, which was
already being put to use
by enthusiastic children.

VietAID Director George
Huynh.

a vibrant new space for
our children,” said Vi-
etAID executive director
George Huynh.

Added Kim Thai, a
longtime board member:
“We have always wanted
to transform the play-
ground here. Au Co is
such an incredible asset
to the community and
an incredible program.
To see the kids out here
having a wonderful time
makes us very proud.”

EEC Commissioner
Amy Kershaw said the
project is a perfect exam-
ple of what they want to
see across the state.

“It’sunbelievable when

State EEC Commissioner Amy Kershaw cuts the ribbon on the new playground as students from the Au
Co Preschool help her out last Friday morning.

“This has really made

Long—tlme VietAIDBoard
Chair Kim Thai.

Bree Horwitz of the Chil-
dren’sInvestment Fund.

VietAID Board Chair Kim Thai, Director George Huynh, EEC Community Liaison (and Dorchester res-
ident) Eugenia Soiles, and Mayoral Liaison to the Vietnamese Community Kevin Tran.

|

Young Alice does singing and movement as directed
by teacher Nancy Le in the Ladybugs classroom at
Au Co Preschool in Fields Corner.

State Early Education and Care Commissioner Amy
Kershaw listened to a preschool student explain
what he was building in his classroom on Friday.

As the adults watched from behind, exuberant Au Co Preschool students sprinted into their new play-
ground at the VietAID school on Charles Street. The playground was expanded and improved under a
$375,000 grant and loan program. Seth Daniel photos
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CODMAN SQUARE #% 98 HEALTH CENTER Qur community ties run deep.

WISHES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY We’re proud to support
A VERY

k W National Family Caregivers Month
W 0 W

WE'RE THANKFUL THAT
THE COMMUNITY OF CODMAN SQUARE
HAS TRUSTED US WITH ITS HEALTH CARE
FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

We believe in supporting our community in a meaningful
way by giving back to those around us.

Find out more at cambridgesavings.com | Always you.

THE HEALTH CENTER WILL BE OPEN REGULAR HOURS ON FRIDAY, NOV. 24

MCodmanSquare 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 Always you. [@3 ampri ge

Health Center (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG | @ CODMANHEALTH

SAVINGS BANK
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ConnectorCare

COVERAGE FOR
EVERY FAMILY

e

Coverage for every family size and income! ConnectorCare from the Massachusetts Health Connector, has a
plan that fits your budget and family needs. With a low-cost plan from ConnectorCare, you can get annual check-ups,
childbirth delivery and well-baby care, and access to hospital services. Plans from ConnectorCare will also protect you
from overwhelming medical debt if you get sick or injured. Financial assistance is also available if you qualify.

Find out if you qualify for ConnectorCare, r B HEALTH
visit MAhealthconnector.org or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL CONNECTOR

OPEN ENROLLMENT RUNS UNTIL JANUARY 23rd, 2024.
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Friends and family remember Terrence Clarke

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITor

Friends and family
from across the city
gathered in Roxbury last
Saturday to memorialize
Terrence Clarke, the
basketball phenom and
Dorchester native who
died in 2021 at age 19
in a car accident in Los
Angeles, where he was
working out in prepara-
tion for that year’s NBA
draft.

Hundreds convened at
the Vine Street Commu-
nity Center on Dudley
Street, which Clarke
frequented, to hand out
turkeys, shoot hoops, and
celebrate the legacy of a
young man lost too soon.

The gym inside the
center was dedicated to
Clarke shortly after his
death.

His mother, Osmine
Clarke, calledthe Thanks-
giving “Gift Back” event
“amazing,” saying, “Ire-
ally appreciate everyone
coming out and creating
alegacy for Terrence. He
wanted to do things like
this. He would always say
to me that when he came
back, he wanted to give
back and come here and
get these kids and take
them places. Thisis what
he wanted.”

Clarke’s father, Adrian
Briggs, watched as teens
played pick-up games at
the event. This how he
prefers to remember his
son, he said.

“There are a lot of
touching moments here
today,” he said. “If he
were here, this is what
he’d be doing. It’s a good
way to carry on hislegacy.
This is how I remember

THE REPORTER

Nahico Rocha, and Lisa Hobday.

A memorial at the en-
trance to the Vine Street
Community Center
serves to remind every-
oneofthetalented young
man who once thrilled
onlookersin the upstairs

gym.

him - playing basketball
right here. I always tell
peoplebeforehewas ‘TC,’
he was my son.”

Clarke, who was widely
believed to be a top pick
inthe’21 draft, was a pop-
ular young man around
Dorchester, attending
middle school at the
Helen Davis Leadership
Academy in Fields Cor-
ner, honing his hoops
skills at the Dorchester
House gym and, later,
in high school at the
Rivers School. After he
transferred to Brewster
Academy, he became

a national name and
eventually committed to
play for the University
of Kentucky as one of
the top recruits in the
country. After a season
marred by injuries, he
decided to turn pro and
enter the draft.

Those close to him said
that even as his star rose,
he never neglected his
hometown.

November 22, 2023

Packing up the turkeys at the ‘Gift Back’ were, from right, Sinceree Diego,

“Terrence played here
at Vine Street a lot and
they re-dedicated the
court to him also,” said
Russ Martin, who orga-
nized the first-ever “Gift
Back” event. “We wanted
to make sure we gave
back tothe community in
his name like he always
wanted to do. He would
be doing this right now if
he was still here.”

The event featured
representatives from
the Boston Celtics, a live
Zoom call from Kentucky
Head Coach John Cali-
pari, and several raffle
items as well. More than
300 turkeys, with all the
fixin’s, were given out.
Martin said they plan to
build on the success of
Saturday’s event next
year.

Michael Quashie, Dan Occena, Max Occena, Lisa Searcy of Councillor Erin Murphy’s Office, Soeurette
Badio, Adrian Briggs (Clarke’s father), and Kesnel Menard.

Position includes:
Creative Youth Development Data Management
= Marketing Communications/Outreach

~ Social Services

WA, BOSTONCITY SINGERS. ORG

Join Boston City Singers’ team to
 build the next generation of leaders.

Full-ime | Hybrid | $45,000 - $65,000 | benefits

Forward your resume & cover letter to
~ melissagraham@bostoncitysingers.org

FOUNDED AND HEADOUARTERED N DORCHESTER IN 1995, BOSTON CITY SINGERS
HAS PROGRAMS FOR 4 = T8 YEAR OLDS LOCHNG TO SING, DANCE AND LAUGH.
FINANCIAL AN IS AVAILABLE TO ALL N NEED. NO CHILD IS TURNED AFEAY.

WO PHOME CALLS PLEASE

A NONPROFIT DRGANEZATION
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N

Studio 24

GRAFHICS « FRENTING - BGHS.

Event organizer Russ Martin with state Sen. Liz
Miranda.

State Rep. Chris Worrell and City Councillor Brian
Worrell arrived with hundreds of turkeys to give
away at the Terrence Clarke “Gift Back.” The
Worrells distributed nearly 2,000 turkeys across
the neighborhood leading up to Thanksgiving - in-
cluding at this event.

Lisa Searcy of Councillor Erin Murphy’s Office,
Osmine Clarke (Terrence’s mother), and Pastor
Kim Odom.

Event organizer Russ Martin, Melisa Valdez of the
Boston Celtics, and Clarke’s father, Adrian Briggs.

From the Beantown Slammer basketball club, Tito
Alicea and Octavius Nunes. Seth Daniel photos
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Reporter’s Pe O p I e

Four BPS educators halled for Work in Dot and Mattapan

Q Ak

Four educators who
work in Dorchester or
Mattapan schools were
cited for their service at
an awards program held
in the Seaport district
last week.

The honorees included
Tanisha Milton, Grade 8
History at TechBoston
Academy in Dorchester;
Donald Neville, Grade
7 Math at Mildred Av-
enue K-8 in Mattapan;
Deborah Doherty, school
nurse, Jeremiah Burke
High School in Dorches-
ter; and Sheila Santana,
Grade 4 paraprofession-
al, Sarah Greenwood K-8
School in Dorchester.

The awards recognize
exceptional educators

November 22, 2023
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The winners of the 2023 BPS Educator of the Year Awards presenters are shown with BPS officials and

ﬁ.
e ..

special guests (1-r): BPS Superintendent Mary Skipper, Pamela Leins of BEDF, Brianna Millor of Mayor
Wu’s office, Deborah Doherty, Tanisha Milton, Sheila Santana, Beth Rymarczyk, Sally Ng, Kelly Galla-
gher, and Jessica Tang, BTU president.

who go above and beyond
toimpact the lives of BPS
students, families, and

community members.
Fellow educators, fam-
ilies, students, communi-

ty members, and others
wereinvited tonominate
educators who they be-

BEDF photo

lieved to be deserving of
recognition for their con-
tributions to the school
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News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

community. Intotal, close
to 500 nommatlons were
reviewed and considered
for the award.

The Nov. 14 event,
which served as a fund-
raiser for the Boston
Education Fund, drew
about 250 people to the
Seaport venue Grace by
Nia. Amongthedignitar-
ies on-hand were state
Sen. Liz Miranda, Coun-
cillor-at-Large Ruth-
zee Louijeune, Council-
lor-elect John Fitzgerald,
Boston School Superin-
tendent Mary Skipper,
and Boston Teachers
Union president Jessica
Tang.

Rebuilding Together honors Dot homeowner ‘Roz’ Pendleton

BY REPORTER STAFF

Rebuilding Together
Boston announced last
month that Dorchester
homeowner Rosalind
(Roz) Pendleton was
named winner of the
Patty R. Johnson Com-
munity Builder Award
by the national organi-
zation during its annual
meeting in Indianapolis
last month.

This marks the first
time that a homeowner
has received this honor.

The award is named
after Rebuilding Togeth-

Dorchester’s Roz Pend-
leton with the Patty R.
Johnson Community
Builder Award she re-
ceived in October. It was
the first time the nation-
al Rebuilding Together
organization has given
the award to ahomeown-
er. Courtesy photo

er’s founding president
and CEO, who was a tire-
lessadvocate for peoplein
need. It recognizes indi-
vidual, nonprofit entity,
organization, or corpora-

Volunteers from Lowe’s and The Community Builders (TCB) donated time on
Thursday, Nov. 2, to support TCB’s Community Corner on Talbot Avenue, one
of 100 community projects in 2023 that make up Lowe’s Hometowns program.
The collaborative event included remarks from City Councillor Julia Mejia,
Elizabeth Gonzalez Suarez, TCB vice president of Community Life, Elizabeth
Casey, TCB community manager, and Mark Rockman, store captain, Lowe’s.
Mejia, center, joined the volunteers for a photo afterwards.

tion that best exemplifies
dedicated leadership in
service to affordable
housing and community
redevelopment.

“This year’s recipi-
ent could not fit that
description any better.
Roz Pendleton told her
story on ‘Ask This Old
House,” said Caroline
Blakely, current presi-
dentand CEO of Rebuild-
ing Together. The series
worked with Rebuilding
Together Boston torepair

her home of many years.
Rozhasbeenlivingin her
home for21yearsand has
no intention of leaving
despite the many offers
she is getting.

“The team replaced
the stairs and an old,
unsafe deck and installed
new lighting. They also
created a beautiful gar-
den where Roz and her
friends and family can
spend time together.”

Said Pendleton, “This
award means the world

to me because there are
somethingsyoudon’t get
out oflife and you have to
make your own way, and
this program helped me
makeit. Thereare alot of
people who could use the
helpjustlikeIdid.Iamso
happy tobe involved with
Rebuilding Together
Bostonbecausel can pass
this information on.”

Pendleton’s feature
on ‘Ask This Old House’
appeared last January
and February.

Representing Boston Latin Academy at a Nov. 16 all-star boys soccer game last
Thursday (Nov. 17) were: Santiago Gutierrez, Damon Grannan, Barra Ryan,
and Santiago Vanegas. Prior to the game, Ryan was presented the MVP award
from city officials. The BLA boys repeated as city league champions on Oct. 28
with a 3-2 win over Boston International. The Dragons, led by Coach Patrick
Mudie, ended the season at 14-6. Patrick O’Connor photo

After Swissbell ringers came
totheUnitedStatesinthe1840s,
bell ringing became popular
entertainment, often part of
a larger show. In 1866, John
Franklin Spaulding, a violin-
ist from Boston, and some of
his relatives, including his
cousin William and his wife,
Georgie, set themselves up as
Spaulding Brothers’ Swiss Bell
Ringers. The family eventually
set up a permanent residence
in the Neponset section of
Dorchester.

“Georgie Dean Spauld-
ing was the real deal, and
she set the Spaulding
Bell Ringers apart. Nor
was William a slouch; one
writer of the time noted that
Spaulding was one of the most

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE

DORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Spaulding Brothers’ Swiss Bell Ringers

versatile performers in the
profession, playing on any
instrument from a harp down
to a penny trumpet, while ‘his
solo on the bass bells is said to

be wonderful.””

“John Spaulding re-
turned to the Peak Family
(a touring group of mu-
sicians) in 1870, making
William Spaulding the sole
manager of the Spauld-
ing Bell Ringers. Georgie
added the cornet to her
repertoire, hired another cor-
net player, Nellie Daniels, and
thetroupebecameknownasthe
Spaulding Bell Ringers and La-
dies’ Cornet Band. When Geor-
gie acquired a gold cornet, the
name stretched out to The
Spaulding Bell Ringers and
Ladies’ Gold & Silver Cornet
Band.

“Overthenexttenyears,the
troupetouredextensivelyinthe
eastern US and Canada. They

packed every hall, at 35 centsa
seat. They played New York for
eight weeks. In Montreal, they
played Queen’s Hall for three
days, and 1,600 tickets were
sold for a single matinee per-
formance.

“Georgie was somethingofa
marvel. Oneofhersetpieceswas
to play, “Yankee Doodle” with
one hand on the harp strings
and “The Fisher’s Hornpipe”
withtheother,andsing“Tramp,
Tramp, Tramp, The Boys
Are Marching,” a Civil War
favorite, at the same time.
More than one reviewer
noted that all three melodies
could be heard distinctly.
Her husband and manager
proclaimed that ‘Her ex-
ecution of three different

and difficult melodies at
one time is the wonder
of the 19th century.’

“She was also unflap-
pable. On one occasion as
she played the harp, the
fashionably tight sleeves
of her new dress cut off the
circulation to her hands. She
stopped playing for amoment,
produced a pen knife, calmly
slit the sleeves, and resumed
playing to thunderous ap-
plause.

These posts can be viewed on
the blog at dorchesterhistor-
icalsociety.org. The Society’s
William Clapp and James
Blake Houses are open to the
public on the third Sunday
of the month from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.
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____ Editorial
John Walsh personified

kindness and decency

John Walsh died on Monday after a battle with
cancer. He was 65 years-old. A resident of Lower
Mills in Dorchester with his wife Donna in his later
years, John was truly a good, decent, and kind man
—and a brilliant political organizer who devoted his
talents to electing people of color, women, and leaders
committed to uplifting underserved communities.

John loved underdogs, and they loved him back —
that has been evident in the outpouring of grief from
people all across the state since his death.

Born and raised in Abington to Irish-born parents,
John possessed an innate sense of empathy and
compassion for hardworking people and labored
passionately to elect people who would infuse their
careers in public service with that same ethos.

He won acclaim for engineering the remarkable
electoral triumphs of Deval Patrick, who emerged
from relative obscurity on the local political scene to
stun the state establishment and win Massachusetts’
corner office in 2006. Patrick was an outstanding
candidate and phenomenal communicator, but it was
Walsh—a sincere and masterful “field” guy—who had
amassed the incredible network that he and Patrick
harnessed so effectively. Before it was more widely
accessible through digital means, John knew all the
key Democrats to call and meet with in every single
community across the state.

Former Mayor and Labor Secretary Marty Walsh—
no relation— first met John when they were both
working on a campaign for former Congressman
Brian Donnelly, a Dorchester native who passed
away earlier this year.

‘John was true Democrat,” said Marty Walsh. “He
knew everyone and that was so important in places
like the South Shore, where there’s lots of Repub-
licans too. He really knew his stuff. It’s really sad,
because I think he really loved what he was doing
lately working in Washington with Sen. Markey.”

John Walsh also ran Senator Ed Markey’s most
recent campaign for re-election, a hard-fought
victory over a tough opponent, Rep. Joe Kennedy.
Afterwards, John went to work for Senator Markey
as his chief of staff.

Sen. Markey mourned his friend this week by say-
ing: “He made time for everyone, shared selflessly of
his wisdom and experience, and redefined leadership
for Massachusetts candidates. John’s legacy will be
in the young people he mentored and brought into
publicservice, and the livable future they are fighting
for every day.”

The Reporter extends our deepest sympathies to
Donna, their son Coleman and his wife Becca, the
Walsh family, and all of John’s many close friends
and mentees. As Sen. Markey said: “We will miss
him forever.” -Bill Forry
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The Urban Gardener’s
Thanksgiving Day Schedule

By MaRry CaseEy Forry

6:15 a.m. - Rise and attempt to shine. Find way to
kitchen without falling over sleeping animals on the
dark, narrow, back stairs. Remove cold, dead fowl
from refrigerator and give it a sponge bath, remem-
bering to remove innards in little plastic bags which
butcher hides in any number of cavities throughout
carcass. Preheat oven.

6:30 a.m. - Remove celery
and onions from refrigerator;
cut them into small pieces
and saute them in pan while
attempting to keep stomach
under control. Add bread and
spices and prepare to insert
them into fowl. Do not, under
any circumstances, attempt to
cut corners by stuffing the fowl
the night before, or everyone at
table will die of food poisoning
before sundown.

6:35a.m.- Rummagethrough
dark house looking for needle
and thread with which to sew fowl back together
again. Contort the fowl to fit into roasting pan by
bending its little wings behind its back. If this does
not work, cut them off (he’s finished using them).

6:45 a.m. - Massage fowl liberally with butter or
some other lubricant (other than motor oil) to keep
it moist while cooking. This procedure never works,
but it makes us feel like Julia Child.

6:50 a.m. - Put fowlin oven and check cooking chart
for time. Figure anywhere between five and 36 hours
until fowl is done. If anyone asks later what time
dinner is, be optimistic and say, “Sometime today.”

7:00 a.m. - Remove bakery pies from trunk of car
andline them up where everyone can see them. Throw
boxes away and when family asks if you made them,
look offended, lie and say, “Of course.”

7:05 a.m. - Sit down and have morning beverage
of your choice.

7:10 a.m. - Remove appropriate vegetables from
refrigerator and peel or otherwise ready them for
cooking. It is best to do this early because some jug-
gling for burner space on stove is in order since there
are only four burners and 17 side dishes. Neighbors
areofno help at this time, since they are in same boat.

8:00 a.m. - First family member appears in kitchen
demanding bacon and eggs for breakfast. Give them
a dollar and point them in the general direction of
the nearest McDonald’s.

8:15 a.m. - Husband suggests that you accompany
him to a football stadium where you can sit in 20
degree weather watching high school students maul
and maim one another. Tell him you are much too

Mary Casey Forry

busy, but to go and have a wonderful time and don’t
forget to take the children with him. Use next several
hours attempting to make up lost sleep.

10:30 a.m. - Catch glimpse of Thanksgiving Day
parade on television. Notice how spectators are
smiling and waving at the camera. That’s because
they’re having dinner at someone else’s house and
don’t have to cook.

11:00 a.m. - Set dinner table with best linen, china,
crystal and silverware and candles. Stop and admire
it, because now is the best it’s going to look all day.

12:45 p.m. - Husband and children arrive home
and want to know when dinner will be ready. Smile
and try to contain yourself.

1:00 p.m. - Set cooked fowl on platter. Assemble
various vegetables, sauces, gravies, condiments, etc.

1:30 p.m. - Announce that dinnerisready. Husband
will want to know if you can hold everything for 10
more minutes until halftime in the Stuffing Bowl.
Tell him if he’s not at the table in 20 seconds, he’ll
be the first casualty of the holiday weekend.

1:32p.m. - Family assembles at table. Say Grace. At
this point some family member, usually the youngest,
announces how bad they feel for the turkey, spoiling
everyone’s appetite.

1:50 p.m. - Dinner and halftime over. Remove dishes
and food from table. Wash dishes, pots, pans, silver
and crystal. Attempt to remove gravy and candle
wax stains from linen.

2:30 p.m. - Set out desserts and beverages.

2:40 p.m. - Remove dessert plates and silverware,
cups and saucers, and wash same.

3:30 p.m. - Finish removing debris from kitchen
and dining areas. At this point, husband usually
saunters into kitchen and asks what he can do to
help. This way you know that the Stuffing Bowl is
over and the Squash Bowl has not yet begun. Tell
him thanks a lot, but his concern and good wishes
are more than enough.

6:00 p.m. - Finish last chore and sit down with
youngest child to watch “Santa and the Million Dollar
Parents” on television.

6:30 p.m. - Husband and children want to know
what’s for supper. Tell them the kitchen is closed
for repairs.

7:00 p.m. - Tell children for the last time that
under no circumstances are there any Christmas
decorations going up in this house tonight!

8:00 p.m. - Sit down to relax with newspaper. Realize
from the ads that there are only 26 shopping days left
until Christmas. Take a Prozac, wish one and all a
Happy Thanksgiving, go to bed and cry self to sleep.

Mary Casey Forry co-founded the Reporterin 1983.
She passed away in December 2004.

Uber and Lyft should be made to pay their fair share

By EL1ZABETH PELLERITO,
JASMINE KERRISSEY, STEVE STRIFFLER,

AND CAMILO VIVEIROS, JR.

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER
“You vote in MA? Then sign this ballot petition!”
We’ve all been stopped outside the grocery store to
sign petitions to get issues on the 2024 ballot. And
we’ve been told that they all do good things for
ordinary people. Be careful, though, because these
claims are not all true. This year, voters are faced
with a set of corporate-backed proposals that claim to
support gig workers, but which would actually strip
workers of a host of labor and employment rights,
create a permanent second class of workers, and let
big companies like Uber and Lyft off the hook from

following the laws that govern our state.
Faced with arequest to support gig workers’ rights,
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many of us are inclined to sign on immediately. But
with nine separate initiatives (“Initiative Petition
for a Law Establishing that App-Based Drivers are
not Employees,” Versions A through I), each of these
proposed laws would do just the opposite: They take
away workers’ rights and absolve app-based compa-
nies from their basic responsibilities as employers.
The companies claim that these new policies will
protect workplace flexibility, or even allow workers to
unionize — but these workers already have flexibility
and the legal right to unionize.

When you take an Uber or Lyft, or order Doordash or
Instacart, you pay the company through an app. The
company then pays an individual driver after taking
a cut. (Just how much profit the company keeps is
a mystery never disclosed to consumers or drivers).
These companies would like us to believe that each
of their drivers is working completely independent-
ly, as though there is no central company updating
the app, assigning work, setting rules drivers must
follow, and reaping profits from drivers’ time and
labor. Essentially, the companies want it both ways:
they want to collect their cut of every single ride
or delivery, but they don’t want to follow the same
rules we expect every other employer to follow — from
paying minimum wage to contributing to our state’s
unemployment fund to abidingby non-discrimination
and safety laws. And once again this year, they are
asking voters to support their money grab.

Though it might appear that theselaws are actually
guaranteeing rights that workers do not currently
have — including a wage floor, access to insurance for
some workers, paid sick leave, and mileage payments
in several of the nine separate initiatives — these
petitions would in fact reduce the rights of these
workers. According to Massachusettslabor law, there
is nothing in the contracts or working conditions
of gig drivers to exclude them from the protections

that all employees currently receive. These laws
would force workers to settle for second-rate status,
including a mileage rate that is less than half the
current IRS rate, and a wage floor that is based not
on total hours worked but rather on a calculation
of “engaged” hours.

These laws, if passed, present a broader danger to
workers and taxpayers in the Commonwealth. They
would set a dangerous precedent wherein a company
could essentially buy its way out of employment law
by launching a public campaign for a carveout. The
structure of our employment law is based on the
presumption that most workers are employees, with
all the legal protections and benefits that follow from
that status. Theseballot initiatives would chip away at
that presumption and put an already vulnerable group
of workers into permanent precarity. And once these
loopholes are established, other companies looking
to save money will surely follow suit by attempting
to slot their own employees into this new category.

If companieslike Uber and Lyft are allowed to carve
themselves out as employers, they also reduce their
responsibility to the Commonwealth by reducing their
tax burden and their investment in social programs
like unemployment insurance, Paid Family Medical
Leave, and Social Security. Just as voters passed the
Fair Share Act for individuals in 2022, we need to
make sure we don’t let these companies off the hook
for paying their fair share.

Elizabeth Pellerito is the director of the Labor Edu-
cation Program at UMass Lowell; Jasmine Kerrissey
is director of the Labor Center at UMass Amherst,
Steve Strifflerisdirector of the Labor Resource Center
at UMass Boston, and Camilo Viveiros, Jr. is acting
director of the Arnold M. Dubin Labor Education
Center at UMass Dartmouth
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State Seal Commission wants to send its unfinished report to Galvin

By CHis VAN BUSKIRK
StaTE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Nearly three years after the Legisla-
ture tasked a panel with recommending
changestothestate sealand motto, the
group prepared to disband last week
by asking to shift its unfinished work
onto Secretary William Galvin’s office.

The State Seal Commission’s report
features a to-dolist of uncompleted ac-
tionitems, such as actually pickingnew
symbols for the seal and words for the
motto — matters that were discussed
at length during the commission’s
meetings over the past couple of years.

For centuries, the seal has portrayed
an indigenous individual on a shield.
The crest above it, which is also the
state’s military crest, features an arm
holding a sword. The motto in Latin
— “Ense petit placidam sub libertate
quietem” — roughly translates to “By
the sword we seek peace, but peace
only under liberty.”

Commission members received
multiple new deadlines from the Leg-
islature, but without an appetite for
further extensions, the final window
to report back to lawmakers was set
for Nov. 15.

Its report is set to be delivered to
the governor and the Legislature —
including the co-chairs of the State
Administration Committee, Sen. Nick
Collins of South Boston, who rep-
resents Dorchester, and Rep. Antonio
Cabral of New Bedford.

Future action on the commission’s
ideas to modify the seal would need to
be pursued through legislation, which
would fallunder Collins’s and Cabral’s
committee. Collins voted against the
panel’s report at Tuesday’s meeting.

“The commission was tasked with
taking alook at the motto and the seal.
Andthenittook on alife ofits own,” the
South Boston Democrat told the News
Service. He added, “There are parts of
the flag and the seal that people have
taken offense to, and I can understand
why, basically the way it looks. But a
slight modification is different than a
rewrite — and where cranberries are
now discussed as what we should have
on our flag. So, I just think it got off a
path, and sometimes that can happen
with these large commissions.”

Jim Peters, amember of the Mashpee
Tribe who serves as executive director
ofthe state Indian Affairs Commission,
said in multiple meetings that the
change could be as simple as altering
the sword that hangs over the indige-
nous figure’s head.

Peters, whose father initially pushed
for altering the seal decades ago, said
at a Nov. 1 meeting that “the import-
ant thing to us was about the sword
over the native’s head, and what that
meant.”

“And taking that off would probably
make this recommendation very easy
... and we can go from there, rather
than changing all of the flags in the
commonwealth. That’s just, that’s
initially what it was really about.”

Back in August 2022, the group dis-
cussed spending some of its $100,000
budget on an initial design for a new
seal, but did not proceed. This week’s
report calls on Secretary Galvin to is-
sue a request for proposals to “design
a new seal based on the symbols and
terms proposed by the Commission.”

The commission instead spent its
funds on what Collins termed “a
$100,000 research project by UMass,
which got a lot of information that we

Current state law calls for the seal to
include “a blue shield with an Indian
thereon, dressed in a shirt, leggings
and moccasins, holding in his right
hand a bow, and in his left an arrow,
pointed do