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Introduction

This is the final version of the Lark’s list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Dick
Coombes and Mark Carmody (www.markcarmodyphotography.com, www.flickr.com/photos/drcarmo/)
for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All images © the
photographer.

Please note that this and other Reference Lists | have compiled are not exhaustive and are best
employed in conjunction with other sources.

Joe Hobbs

Index

The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. &
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).

This reference list does not include any of the following Lark genera: Chersomanes, Certhilauda,
Pinarocorys, Calendulauda, Heteromirafra, Mirafra and Spizocorys.

Final Version
Version 1.5 (July 2019).

Cover

Main image: Calandra Lark. Between Tarifa and Facinas, Cadiz, Spain. 30th April 2011. Picture by
Mark Carmody.

Vignette: Short-toed Lark. Lough Errul, Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork. 12th October 2011. Picture by
Dick Coombes.
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Hoopoe Lark

Alaemon alaudipes [Desfontaines].
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[A.a. boavistae] Boavista & Maio (Cape Verde Islands).

[A.a. desertorum] Red Sea coasts from Port Sudan (S Sudan) S to NW Somalia and Jeddah (C Saudi
Arabia) S to Aden (Yemen).

[A.a. doriae] Irag & E Arabia E to Pakistan and adjacent extreme NW India.

Other names: Greater Hoopoe-Lark, Bifasciated Lark, Large Desert Lark.

Giacomo Marchese Doria (1840-1913), Italian naturalist and explorer.
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Lesser Hoopoe-Lark

Alaemon hamertoni [Witherby].

[A.h. hamertoni] Coast of C Somalia extending inland along Ethiopian border.

[A.h. altera] N & NE Somalia.

[A.h. tertius] Inland NW Somalia.

Other name: Witherby's Lark.

Henry Forbes Witherby MBE (1873-1943), English ornithologist and publisher, who edited all five
volumes of the Handbook of British Birds. He was one time Vice-Chairman of the BTO and Chairman
of the BOC and was responsible for the first bird ringing scheme in 1909.

Col. Albert Ernest Hamerton (1873-1955), British Army medical doctor and explorer.

Cohen, C. et al. 2011. Photospot: Endemic and special birds of Somaliland. Bulletin of the African
Bird Club 18(1): 86-92 (figure 8, p. 89).

Gray's Lark

Ammomanopsis grayi [Wahlberg].

[A.g. grayi] Coastal plain of C & S Namibia.

[A.g. hoeschi] Coastal plain of SW Angola & NW Namibia S to Cape Cross.

Other name: Gray’s Sandlark.

John Edward Gray (1800-1875), British ornithologist and entomologist who was Keeper of Zoology
at the British Museum in London from 1840 until the end of 1874.

Boix-Hinzen, C. & Boorman, M. 2003. Helping behaviour in Gray’s Lark Ammomanes grayi.
Lanioturdus 36(3): 22-23.
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Namib Desert Research Station 44: 39-68.

Thick-billed Lark

Ramphocoris clotbey [Bonaparte].

Western Sahara, extreme N Mauritania, S & SE Morocco, W & interior N Algeria, C & S Tunisia & NW
Libya and C Jordan and N Saudi Arabia.

Other name: Clot Bey's Lark.

Antoine-Barthélmy Clot (1793-1868), French physician and head of the Egyptian army medical
corps, who was awarded the honorary title of ‘Bey’ for his contributions to Egyptian medicine.
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Desert Lark

Ammomanes deserti [M.H.K. Lichtenstein].

[A.d. deserti] E of R Nile to Red Sea and S to Sudan.

[A.d. isabellina] Birecik (S Turkey) & Syria E to Samarra & Al Fallujah (N Iraq) and N Egypt from W of
the Nile Valley & Dakhla Oasis Eto S & E Israel, S Jordan, NW Saudi Arabia & S Iraqg E to R Tigris.
[A.d. annae] Azraq (black lava deserts of Jordan) and probably extreme S Syria.

[A.d. payni] Morocco S of High Atlas Mts & nearby SW Algeria.

[A.d.algeriensis] N Algeria, Tunisia & W Tripolitania (NW Libya).

[A.d. mya] C Algeria.

[A.d. whitakeri] SE Algeria including Hoggar Mts & SW Libya and perhaps Tibesti Mts (NW Chad).
[A.d. geyri] Mauritania E to S Algeria & Air Massif (NW Niger).

[A.d. erythrochroa] Ndjamena (W Chad) E to N Sudan.

[A.d. kollmannspergeri] Ennedi Mts (NE Chad) & Darfur (W Sudan).

[A.d. assabensis] Ethiopia & NW Somalia.

[A.d. samharensis] Red Sea coasts of Sudan, Eritrea S to Mits'iwa & Arabian peninsula S to Yemen
border.

[A.d. akeleyi] Highlands of N Somalia.

[A.d. azizi] Al Hufuf (NE Saudi Arabia).

[A.d. taimuri] N Oman & UAE.

[A.d. saturata] N Hijaz S to Aden (black lava deserts of S Arabia).

[A.d. insularis] Bahrain.

[A.d. cheesmani] E of R Tigres (E Iraqg) to Zagros Mts (W Iran) and S to Persian Gulf near Bandar e
Bushehr.

[A.d. parvirostris] Kara-Bogaz-Gol S to Kopet Dagh & Atrak Basin (W Turkmenistan).

[A.d. orientalis] N Khorasan (NE Iran), S Turkmenistan, S Uzbekistan, S Tadjikistan & N Afghanistan.
[A.d. iranica] S Zagros Mts (W Iran) and E Iran E to SW Afghanistan & Baluchistan (W Pakistan).
[A.d. phoenicuroides] SE Afghanistan, E Pakistan and adjacent W Rajasthan (NW India).

The proposed form coxi is included with A.d. isabellina.

The proposed form darica is included with A.d. iranica.
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Bar-tailed Desert Lark

Ammomanes cinctura [Gould].

[A.c. cinctura] Sdo Tiago, Maio, Boavista & Sal (Cape Verde Islands).

[A.c. arenicolor] S & E Morocco E to Cyrenaica (Libya) & Egypt including Sinai peninsula and S
discontinuously to W & SE Mauritania, WC Mali, C Niger, N & E Chad and C & NE Sudan and S
Israel, Jordan, Iraq & Arabian peninsula.

[A.c. zarudnyi] E Iran E to S Afghanistan & S Pakistan.

Other name: Bar-tailed Lark.

Barone, R. & Delgado, G. 1999. Observaciones ornitologicas en el Archipiélago de Cabo Verde,
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and Boavista, Cape Verde Islands]. Academia Canaria de Ciencias X(4): 41-64 (49).
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Octubre de 2000 [Ornithological observations on Maio Island, October 2000]. Revista de la
Academia Canaria de Ciencias XII(3-4): 143-155 (147 & 155).
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Ammomanes phoenicura [Franklin].
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Eremopterix australis [A. Smith].
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Eremopterix hova [Hartlaub].

Madagascar.
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Other names: Black-crowned Finch-lark, White-fronted Sparrow-lark, White-crested Sparrow-lark,
White-crested Finch-lark.

Barone, R. & Delgado, G. 1999. Observaciones ornitologicas en el Archipiélago de Cabo Verde,
Septiembre-Octubre de 1998. Il. Aves nidificantes [Data on breeding birds on the islands of Sal
and Boavista, Cape Verde Islands]. Academia Canaria de Ciencias X(4): 41-64 (48 & 63).

Barone, R. et al. 2001. Observaciones ornitolégicas en la Isla de Maio (Archipiélago de Cabo Verde),
Octubre de 2000 [Ornithological observations on Maio Island, October 2000]. Revista de la
Academia Canaria de Ciencias XII(3-4): 143-155 (146, 153 & 155).

Bergier, P. & Horner, K.O. 1990. Observations sur I'Alouette-moineau a front blanc Eremopterix
nigriceps en periode de reproduction a Bahrain [Observations of Black-crowned Sparrow-Lark
breeding in Bahrain]. L'Oiseau et la Revue Francaise d’Ornithologie 60(2): 118-135.

Bonser, R. 2006. Birding Egypt’s southern Red Sea coast. Birding World 18(5): 212-219 (213).

Brown, G. 2009. Observations on the cooling behaviour, and associated habitat, of four desert lark
species (Alaudidae) in two areas of Kuwait. Sandgrouse 31: 6-14.

Campbell, O. & Pedersen, T. 2011. Birding in the United Arab Emirates. Birding World 24(4): 160-
176 (plate 19, p. 172).

Charlton, T.D. 2011. First record of Cricket Warblers in South Atlantic Morocco, September 2007.
Go-South Bulletin 8: 38-40.

Cowan, P.J. & Newman, D.L. 1998. Bar-tailed Desert Lark Ammomanes cincturus and Black-
crowned Finch Lark Eremopterix nigriceps breeding in Kuwait. Sandgrouse 20(2): 146-147.

Crochet, P-A. 2007. Western Palearctic birding in Mauritania. Birding World 20(9): 383-394 (387).

de Naurois, R. 1987. Contribution a I'écologie de trois Alaudidae de I'Archipel du Cap Vert: Ammomanes
cinctura, Eremopterix nigriceps et Spizocorys rasae [Contribution to the ecology of three Alaudidae on
the Cape Verde Archipelago]. Boletim do Museu Municipal do Funchal 39: 122-140.

Dickinson, E.C. et al. 2001. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 12. Types of the Alaudidae.
Zoologische Verhandelingen Leiden 335: 85-126 (88).

Fry, H. 1993. Food of the Black-crowned Finch-lark. Oman Bird News 13: 11.

Hazevoet, C.J. 1999. Fourth report on birds from the Cape Verde Islands, including notes on the
conservation and records of 11 new to the archipelago. Bulletin Zodlogisch Museum 17(3): 19-32
(24).

Hirschfeld, E. 1992. Birding in the Gulf: Bahrain. Birding World 5(7): 275-278 (278).

Kirwin, G.M. 2007. Studies of Socotran birds IV. Synonymization of six endemic bird taxa, with
comments on the name Onychognathus blythii creaghi. Sandgrouse 29(2): 135-148 (138-139).

Kylanpéaa, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan.
Forktail 16: 15-28 (26).

Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME
survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (54).



Morel, G. & Morel, M.Y. 1980. Eremopterix nigriceps albifrons et Eremopterix leucotis melanocephala
(Alaudidés) au Sénégal [E.n. albifrons and E.l. melanocephala in Senegal]. Proceedings of the
Fifth Pan-African Ornithological Congress pp. 309-322.

Morgan, J.H. & Palfery, J. 1986. Notes on the Black-crowned Finch Lark. Sandgrouse 8: 58-73.

Nikander, P.J. 2001. Oman. Alula 7(3): 114-121 (117).

Noeske, A. & Pfltzke, S. 1994. The Cape Verde Islands: tropical birding in the Western Palearctic.
Birding World 7(4): 152-160 (156).

Richardson, C. 1996. The United Arab Emirates. British Birds 89(5): 219-231 (plate 98, p. 224).

Shivrajkumar, Y. 1969. Black-crowned Finch-Lark, Eremopterix nigriceps affinis (Blyth) in Gujarat.
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 66(3): 625.

Williams, J.B. et al. 1999. Lizard Burrows Provide Thermal Refugia for Larks in the Arabian Desert.
The Condor 101(3): 714-717.

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark

Eremopterix leucotis [Stanley].

[E.l. leucotis] SE Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea & NW Somalia.

[E.Il. melanocephalus] Senegal E to C Sudan.

[E.l. madaraszi] NE Uganda, Kenya, coastal S Somalia, Tanzania & N Mozambique.

[E.I. hoeschi] S Angola, W Zambia, N Namibia, N Botswana & NW Zimbabwe.

[E.I. smithi] E Zambia, S Malawi, W & C Mozambique, E Zimbabwe, E Botswana & E South Africa.
Other names: Chestnut-backed Finch-lark, White-cheeked Sparrow-lark, White-cheeked Finch-lark.
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Eremopterix griseus [Scopoli].

Plains of the R Indus (Pakistan) and S Himalayan foothills E to E Bangladesh and S to S tip of India &
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Other names: Ashy-crowned Finch-lark, Black-bellied Sparrow-lark, Black-bellied Finch-lark, Ceylon
Finch-lark.
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Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Lark

Eremopterix sighatus [Oustalet].

[E.s. signatis] E & S Ethiopia, N, C & S Somalia & E Kenya.

[E.s. harrisoni] Extreme SE Sudan and NW Kenya.

Other name: Chestnut-headed Finch-lark.

1st WP Record: [adult &] 1st May 1983. Eilot Fields, Eilat, Israel (Shirihai, H. 1996. The Birds of
Israel. Academic Press).

Lack, P.C. 1986. Ecological correlates of migrants and residents in a tropical African savanna. Ardea
74:111-119.

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark

Eremopterix verticalis [A. Smith].

[E.v. verticalis] SW Zimbabwe, SE Botswana & South Africa except NW with periodic eruptions N to
W Zambia.

[E.v. khama] NE Botswana & W Zimbabwe with periodic eruptions NE to W Zambia.

[E.v. harti] W Zambia.

[E.v. damarensis] Coastal Angola, Cabinda province, Namibia, W Botswana & NW South Africa with
periodic eruptions E to W Zambia & W Zimbabwe.

Other name: Grey-backed Finch-lark.
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Biogeography 24(6): 769-779.
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Fischer's Sparrow-Lark

Eremopterix leucopareia [G.A. Fischer & Reichenow].

NE Uganda & Kenya S to extreme NE Zambia, N Malawi & extreme NW Mozambique.

Other name: Fischer’s Finch-lark.

Dr. Gustav Adolf Fischer (1848-1886), German physician and explorer of east and central Africa
who settled in Zanzibar for a while.

Schluter, D. 1988. The Evolution of Finch Communities on Islands and Continents: Kenya vs.
Galapagos. Ecological Monographs 58(4): 229-249.

Woodlark

Lullula arborea [Linnaeus].

[L.a. arborea] S Fennoscandia, S Britain, France & N Iberia E to W Russia, Ukraine, N Italy & N
Balkans.

[L.a. pallida] S Europe, larger Mediterranean islands & NW Africa E to Turkey, Caucasus, the Levant
S to N Israel and Iran & SW Turkmenistan.
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White-winged Lark

Alauda leucoptera [Pallas].

SW Russia S to NW Caspian Sea and E to L Balkhash. Winters S to Black Sea region & N Iran.
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Raso Lark

Alauda razae [Alexander].

Raso Islet (Cape Verde Islands).

On 15th April 2018, 37 Raso Larks were translocated from Raso Islet and released on Santa Luiza.
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Oriental Skylark

Alauda gulgula [Franklin].

[A.g. gulgula] NC India S to Sri Lanka and E to Indochina.

[A.g. dharmakumarsinhjii] WC India.

[A.g. australis] SW India.

[A.g. lIhamarum] SW Pamir, extreme NE Afghanistan and W Himalayas from NE Pakistan S to N
Punjab and E to Nepal.

[A.g. inopinata] Much of Tibetan Plateau, E Qinghai, Gansu except most NW and extreme SW Inner
Mongolia.

[A.g. vernayi] E Himalayas and SE Xizang & W Yunnan (neighbouring parts of China).

[A.g. inconspicua] S Kazakhstan, S Uzbekistan, E Turkmenistan & E Iran E to W & SW Tadijikistan,
Pakistan & NW India.

[A.g. weigoldi] SE Gansu & S Shaanxi Sto S & E Sichuan and E along Yangtse Valley (C & E China).
[A.g. coelivox] SE & S China including N Vietnam.

[A.g. herberti] C & SE Thailand to S Vietnam.

[A.g. sala] Hainan Island.

[A.g. wattersi] Taiwan.

[A.g. wolfei] Luzon (N Philippines).

Other names: Small (Indian) Skylark, Oriental Lark, Long-clawed Skylark (dharmakumarsinhiji).

1st WP Record: 28th September 1984. Two birds, near Eilat, Israel. Hadoram Shirihai (Shirihai 1986).
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Skylark

Alauda arvensis [Linnaeus].

[A.a. arvensis] Ireland, Britain and N,W & C Europe E to W side of Urals.

[A.a. sierrae] NW, C & S Spain & Portugal.

[A.a. harterti] NW Africa.

[A.a. cantarella] NE Spain E thru Mediterranean islands to C & N Turkey & Caucasus.

[A.a. armenica] SE Turkey & Transcaucasia E to N Iran.

[A.a. dulcivox] SE European Russia & W Siberia S to N Kazakhstan, Xinjiang (NW China) & SW
Mongolia.

[A.a. kiborti] Altai E to Transbaikalia, N & E Mongolia & NW Manchuria.

[A.a. intermedia] NC Siberia from basin of R Vilyuy & middle R Lena E to R Kolyma basin and S to NE
China & Korea.

[A.a. pekinensis] NE Siberia from upper R Indigirka E to Koryakland and S to Kamchatka & N Kuril
Islands.

[A.a. lonnbergi] N Sakhalin, Shantar Island (SW Sea of Okhotsk) and possibly lower Amur Basin.
[A.a. japonica] S Sakhalin, S Kuril Islands, Japan & Ryukyu Islands.

The proposed form scotica is included with A.a. arvensis.

The proposed form guillelmi is included with A.a. sierrae.

Other name: Japanese Skylark (japonica).

15



Alder, L.P. 1982. Notes: Feeding behaviour of Skylarks in hard winters. British Birds 75(1): 33.

Alexander, H.G. 1942. Report on the bird-song inquiry. British Birds 36(5): 86-92 (89-90).

Alstrom, P. et al. 1992. Identification of Lesser Short-toed Lark. Birding World 4(12): 422-427.

Ammonds, T.R. 1966. Notes: Numbers of Skylark flying inside lighted hanger in snowstorm. British
Birds 59(4): 152-153.

Beauchamp, A.J. 1998. Density and foraging behaviour of Pipits (Anthus novaeseelandiae
chathamensis) and Skylarks (Alauda arvensis) on Chatham Island. Notornis 45(2): 95-101.

Bourne, W.R.P. 1987. Letters: Sabine's Gull and Skylarks in winter. British Birds 80(7): 332.

Boyle, G.L. 1991. Notes: Skylark using car as refuge from Merlin. British Birds 84(3): 108.

Briefer, E. et al. 2008. How to identify dear enemies: the group signature in the complex song of the
skylark Alauda arvensis. Journal of Experimental Biology 211(3): 317-326.

Brown, A.J. 1986. Notes: Hour-long song flight by Skylark. British Birds 79(3): 136.

Browne, S.J. et al. 2000. Densities and population estimates of breeding Skylarks (Alauda arvensis)
in Britain in 1997. Bird Study 47(1): 52-65.

Buchanan, G.M. et al. 2006. Observer variation in estimates of Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis and
Skylark Alauda arvensis abundance on moorland. Bird Study 53(1): 92-95.

Chalmers, M.L. 1992. Northern Skylark - the first record for Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 1991
pp. 112-115.

Chamberlain, D.E. & Crick, H.Q. 1999. Population declines and reproductive performance of
Skylarks Alauda arvensis in different regions and habitats of the United Kingdom. Ibis 141(1): 38-
51.

Chamberlain, D.E. & Gregory, R.D. 1999. Coarse and fine scale habitat associations of breeding
Skylarks Alauda arvensis in the UK. Bird Study 46(1): 34-47.

Chamberlain, D.E. et al. 2000. Spatial and temporal distribution of breeding Skylarks Alauda arvensis
in relation to crop type in periods of population increase and decrease. Ardea 88: 61-73.

Chappell, B.M.A. 1946. Notes: Sky-Larks nesting in artificial depressions. British Birds 39(9): 278-
279.

Clark, R.B. 1947. Seasonal fluctuations in the song of the Sky-Lark. British Birds 40(2): 34-43.

Coles, R.K. et al. 1982. Notes: Skylarks feeding on bread and household scraps. British Birds 75(3):
132.

Cresswell, W. 1994. Song as a pursuit-deterrent signal, and its occurrence relative to other anti-
predation behaviours of skylark (Alauda arvensis) on attack by merlins (Falco columbarius).
Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 34(3): 217-223.

Davies, S. 1981. Skylarks at Gibraltar Point, Lincolnshire. Ringing & Migration 3(3): 173-180.

Dean, T. 1989. Notes: Skylark in continuous song whilst being attacked by Merlin. British Birds 82(1):
31

Delius, J.D. 1965. A population study of Skylarks Alauda arvensis. lbis 107(4): 466-491.

Dickinson, E.C. & Dekker, R.W.R.J. 2001. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 11. A preliminary review
of the Alaudidae. Zoologische Verhandelingen Leiden 335: 61-84 (73-77).

Dickinson, E.C. et al. 2001. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 12. Types of the Alaudidae.
Zoologische Verhandelingen Leiden 335: 85-126 (92).

Donald, P.F. & Morris, T.J. 2005. Saving the Sky Lark: new solutions for a declining farmland bird.
British Birds 98(11): 570-578.

Donald, P.F. 2005. Notes: Short and variable incubation period of the Sky Lark. British Birds 98(11):
607-608.

Donald, P.F. et al. 2001. Factors affecting the territory distribution of Skylarks Alauda arvensis
breeding on lowland farmland. Bird Study 48(3): 271-278.

Donald, P.F. et al. 2001. Habitat use and diet of skylarks Alauda arvensis wintering on lowland
farmland in southern Britain. Journal of Applied Ecology 38(3): 536-547.

Donald, P.F. et al. 2002. Survival rates, causes of failure and productivity of Skylark Alauda arvensis
nests on lowland farmland. Ibis 144(4): 652-664.

Eraud, C. & Boutin, J-M. 2002. Density and productivity of breeding Skylarks Alauda arvensis in
relation to crop type on agricultural lands in western France. Bird Study 49(3): 287-296.

Eraud, C. & Boutin, J-M. 2002. Sélectivité des sites de nidification chez I"Alouette des champs
Alauda arvensis en plaine céréaliére [Selectivity of breeding places in cereal plains by the Skylark].
Alauda 70(1): 188-189.

Erdds, S. et al. 2009. Nest-site selection and breeding ecology of Sky Larks Alauda arvensis in
Hungarian farmland. Bird Study 56(2): 259-263.

Fischer, J. et al. 2009. Suitability of patches and in-field strips for Sky Larks Alauda arvensis in a
small-parcelled mixed farming area. Bird Study 56(1): 34-42.

16



Gibbons, D. 2000. Conservation research news - How many Sky Larks are there? British Birds 93(7):
344,

Gibbons, D. 2000. Conservation research news - Stone-curlew and Sky Lark likes and dislikes.
British Birds 93(4): 202.

Gillings, S. & Fuller, R.J. 2001. Habitat selection by Skylarks Alauda arvensis wintering in Britain in
1997/98. Bird Study 48(3): 293-307.

Gladwin, T.W. 1985. Notes: Skylarks and Yellowhammers roosting under snow. British Birds 78(2):
109-110.

Godet, L. et al. 2006. Estimating relative population size included within protected areas. Biodiversity
and Conservation 16(9): 2587-2598.

Goodbody, I.M. 1950. Sky-Lark migration in S.E. Ireland. British Birds 43(9): 265-271.

Goodbody, I.M. 1953. The autumn migration of Skylarks in Ireland. Irish Naturalists’ Journal 11: 47.

Green, R. 1978. Factors affecting the diet of farmland Skylarks. Journal of Animal Ecology 47(3): 913-
928.

Hachisuka, M. 1926. A new race of the Skylark Alauda arvensis from Saghalien. Bulletin of the
British Ornithologists’ Club 47: 23-24.

Hamel, J. 1972. Pipits, Skylarks and Rainfall. Notornis 19(1): 20-25.
Hegemann, A. et al. 2010. Are Dutch Skylarks partial migrants? Ring recovery data and radio-
telemetry suggest local coexistence of contrasting migration strategies. Ardea 98(2): 135-143.
Henderson, I.G. et al. 2001. Breeding season responses of skylarks Alauda arvensis to vegetation
structure in set-aside (fallow arable land). Ibis 143(2): 317-321.

Herranz, J. et al. 2004. Nest size and structure variation in two ground nesting passerines, the
Skylark Alauda arvensis and the Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachysactyla. Ardea 92(2): 209-218.

Holt, P. 1999. Monthly Marathon Solution: Skylark. British Birds 92(3): 169.

Kelly, T.C. et al. 2018 & 2019. Addressing the data dearth for Irish avifauna: biometrics of Skylarks
Alauda arvensis inhabiting airfield grasslands. Irish Birds 41: 33-38.

Kirtland, C.A.E. 1973. Notes: Arctic Skuas chasing passerines. British Birds 66(11): 495.

Kok, D. & van Duivendijk, N. 1998. Masters of Mystery — Solutions of third round 1998: Oriental
Lark. Dutch Birding 20(4): 180-182.

Kylanpad, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan.
Forktail 16: 15-28 (26).

Lees, A.C. & Ball, A. 2011. Shades of grey: 'eastern' Skylarks and extralimital subspecies
identification. British Birds 104(11): 660-666.

Lidster, J. & Hathway, R. 2006. ID at a glance: Skylark and Woodlark. Birdwatch 165: 24-26.

Lindroos, T. & Tenovuo, O. 2000. White-winged Lark - Field identification and European Distribution.
Alula 6(4): 170-177 (173 & 176).

Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME
survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (56).

Moeed, A. 1975. Food of Skylarks and Pipits, finches and feral pigeons near Christchurch. Notornis
22:135-142.

Mgller, A.P. 1991. Influence of wing and tail morphology on the duration of song flight in skylarks.
Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 28: 309-314.

Morlan, R.A. & Erickson, R.A. 1983. A Eurasian Skylark at Point Reyes, California, with notes on
Skylark identification and systematics. Western Birds 14(3): 113-126.

Morris, A.J. & Gilroy, J.J. 2008. Close to the edge: predation risks for two declining farmland
passerines. Ibis 150(Suppl.1): 168-177.

Morris, A.J. et al. 2004. Sustainable Arable Farming For an Improved Environment (SAFFIE):
managing winter wheat sward structure for Skylarks Alauda arvensis. Ibis 146(Suppl.2): 155-162.

Odderskeer, P. et al. 1997. Skylark Alauda arvensis utilisation of micro-habitats in spring barley
fields. Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment 62(1): 21-29.

Oliver, P.J. 1997. The breeding birds of Inner London, 1966-94. British Birds 90(6): 211-225 (220).

Osborne, K. 1981. Notes: Adult Skylark feeding juvenile with bread. British Birds 74(2): 98.

Pearce-Higgins, J.W. & Grant, M.C. 2002. The effects of grazing related variation in habitat on the
distribution of moorland skylarks Alauda arvensis and meadow pipits Anthus pratensis. Aspects of
Applied Ecology 67: 155-164.

Piha, M. et al. 2003. Habitat preference of the Skylark Alauda arvensis at territory and landscape
scales in agricultural landscapes of southern Finland. Ornis Fennica 80: 97-110.

Pitches, A. 2003. News and comment: GM crops will wipe out Sky Larks. British Birds 96(12): 662.

Poulsen, J.G. 1996. Notes: Orientation of Sky Lark in field. British Birds 89(5): 235-236.

17



Poulsen, J.G. et al. 1998. Comparative nesting and feeding ecology of skylarks Alauda arvensis on
arable farmland in southern England with special reference to set-aside. Journal of Applied
Ecology 35(1): 131-147.

Praus, L. & Weidinger, K. 2010. Predators and nest success of Sky Larks Alauda arvensis in large
arable fields in the Czech Republic. Bird Study 57(4): 525-530.

Probst, R. 2006. Notes: Is singing by escaping Sky Larks a Merlin-specific signal? British Birds 99(5):
267-268.

Radford, A.P. 1988. Notes: Skylark singing close to hovering Kestrel. British Birds 81(2): 72.

Radford, A.P. 2015. Notes: Rook attempting to catch Skylark. British Birds 108(5): 296.

Ramsay, A.D.K. 1973. Notes: Arctic Skuas repeatedly chasing passerines. British Birds 66(4): 168.

Riols, C. 1990. Notes: Anthropophilous Skylark seeking refuge from Merlin. British Birds 83(10): 427.

Rollin, N. 1943. Output of Sky-Lark and Willow-Warbler song. British Birds 37(5): 85-87.

Rollin, N. 1943. Sky-Lark song. British Birds 36(8): 146-150.

Rollin, N. 1956. Song output of unstimulated Skylark. British Birds 49(6): 218-221.

Rooke, S. 2003. Monthly Marathon Solution: juvenile Skylark. British Birds 96(12): 664-665.

Roth, T. 2008. Outward (autumn) bird migration at the Southeastern Peninsula and Cape Greco,
Cyprus: the phenologies of regular migrants. Sandgrouse 30(1): 77-89 (84).

Sealy, S.G. et al. 1996. Cuckoo hosts in Ireland, 1985-95. Irish Birds 5(4): 381-390 (382).

Sehhatisabet, M.E. et al. 2006. Further significant extensions of migrant distribution and breeding
and wintering ranges in Iran for over sixty species. Sandgrouse 28(2): 146-155.

Spaepen, J. & van Cauteren, F. 1968. Migration of the Skylark, Alauda arvensis. Le Gerfaut 58: 24-
77.

Stoddart, A. & Hathway, R. 2008. ID at a glance: Short-toed Lark and Skylark. Birdwatch 196: 26-27.

Stibing, S. 2006. Ratselvogel 116: Feldlerche Alauda arvensis [Mystery Bird 116: Eurasian Skylark
Alauda arvensis] Limicola 20(6): 353-355.

Suérez, F. et al. 1993. Nature reserves and the conservation of lberian shrubsteppe passerines: the
paradox of nest predation. Biological Conservation 64(1): 77-81.

Taylor, M.E. 1986. Notes: Skylark using human beings as refuge. British Birds 79(11): 592.

Thompson, M.C. & Delong, R.L. 1969. Birds new to North America and the Pribilof Islands, Alaska.
The Auk 86(4): 747-749 (748).

Thomsen, S. & Wratten, S.D. 1999. Skylarks on the Canterbury Plain — biological indicators?
Notornis 46(3): 408.

Tieleman, B.I. et al. 2002. Physiological adjustments to arid and mesic environments in larks
(Alaudidae). Physiological and Biochemical Zoology 75(3): 305-313.

Tieleman, I.B. et al. 2003. Phenotypic variation of larks along an aridity gradient: are desert birds
more flexible? Ecology 84(7): 1800-1815.

Vinicombe, K. 2012. Skylark, Woodlark & Short-toed Lark - Photo Guide. Birdwatch 240: 41-46.

Wallace, D.I.M. 2012. Letters: Eastern race, aberrant morph, runt or Oriental? British Birds 105(1):
35.

Wallace, D.I.M. et al. 2001. Autumn migration in westernmost Donegal. British Birds 94(3): 103-120
(111).

Warren, D. 1992. Notes: Exceptionally tame Skylark allowing itself to be picked up. British Birds
85(3): 135.

Whittingham, M.J. et al. 2003. Do habitat association models have any generality? Predicting skylark
Alauda arvensis abundance in different regions of southern England. Ecography 26(4): 521-531.

Wilson, J.D. et al. 1997. Territory distribution and breeding success of skylarks Alauda arvensis on
organic and intensive farmland in southern England. Journal of Applied Ecology 34(6): 1462-1478.

Wolfenden, I. 2019. Notes: Some observations of Skylark behaviour in severe weather. British Birds
112(7): 408-409.

Yanes, M. et al. 1996. Facultative nest-parasitism among Iberian shrubsteppe passerines. Bird Study
43(1): 119-123.

Sykes's Lark

Galerida deva [Sykes].

WC & C India.

Other names: Sykes’s Crested Lark, Tawny Lark, Deccan Lark.

Col. William Henry Sykes (1790-1872), Indian army & naturalist and later, director of the East India
Company and one time MP for Aberdeen.
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Sun Lark

Galerida modesta [Heuglin].

[G.m. modesta] S Senegambia, S Mali & N Ivory Coast E to SW & S Sudan.

[G.m. nigrita] Guinea & N Sierra Leone.

[G.m. struempelli] Highlands of N Cameroon.

[G.m. bucolica] SE Central African Republic, NE DR Congo & extreme NW Uganda.
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Large-billed Lark

Galerida magnirostris [Stephens].

[G.m. magnirostris] Winter rainfall area of SW South Africa.

[G.m. sedentaria] Karoo areas of extreme SW Namibia & W South Africa E to Griqualand West (C
South Africa).

[G.m. harei] W grasslands of South Africa & Lesotho.

The proposed form montivaga is included with G.m. harei.
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(Stephens). Ostrich 28(4): 192-194.

Thekla Lark

Galerida theklae [A.E. Brehm].

[G.t. theklae] E & S Portugal, Spain, Balearic Islands & extreme S France.

[G.t. erlangeri] N Morocco E to Algerian border and S to Middle Atlas.

[G.t. ruficolor] NE & C Morocco, coastal Algeria & N Tunisia.

[G.t. theresae] SW Morocco S from Anti-Atlas Mts & Western Sahara.

[G.t. superflua] Hauts Plateaux (E of R Moulouya, NE Morocco) & N Algeria S to Atlas Saharien and E
to Tunisia.
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Crested Lark

Galerida cristata [Linnaeus].

[G.c. cristata] Denmark & extreme S Sweden E to Belarus and S to France, N Italy, N Balkans, N
Hungary & N Ukraine.

[G.c. pallida] Iberian peninsula.

[G.c. neumanni] W ltaly.

[G.c. apuliae] S peninsular Italy & Sicily.

[G.c. meridionalis] S Balkans S to Greece, lonian Islands, Crete & W Turkey.

[G.c. cypriaca] Rhodes, Karpathos & Cyprus.

[G.c. tenuirostris] E Hungary & Romania E to S Russia (S to N Caucasus region) & W Kazakhstan.
[G.c. caucasica] Samothraki S to Samos (E Aegean Sea), N Turkey, S Caucasus & W Transcaucasia.
[G.c. kleinschmidti] NW Morocco E to Rif Mts and S to Middle Atlas.

[G.c. riggenbachi] W Morocco.

[G.c. carthaginis] Along the coast from NE Morocco E to N Tunisia.

[G.c. helenae] SE Algeria & SW Libya.

[G.c. arenicola] NE Algerian Sahara, S Tunisia & Tripolitania (NW Libya).

[G.c. festae] Benghazi E to Tubruq (coastal NE Libya).

[G.c. brachyura] NE Libya & coastal N Egypt E to Alexandria and N Sinai peninsula and the Negev &
Dead Sea region (S Israel) E to S Iraq & N Saudi Arabia.

[G.c. cinnamomina] W Lebanon & NW Israel.

[G.c. zion] S Turkey, Syria, E Lebanon & E Israel S to Jerusalem.

[G.c. subtaurica] C Turkey E to S Transcaucasia, NW Iran & W Turkmenistan and Sto N & E Iraqg.
[G.c. jordansi] Air Mts (N Niger).

[G.c. nigricans] Nile Delta.

[G.c. maculata] Nile Valley from Cairo S to Aswan.

[G.c. halfae] Nile Valley from Aswan S to Wadi Halfa (extreme N Sudan).

[G.c. altirostris] E Sudan & Eritrea.

[G.c. somaliensis] N Somalia, S Ethiopia & N Kenya.

[G.c. balsaci] Coastal Mauritania.

[G.c. senegallensis] S Mauritania, Senegambia and Guinea-Bissau E to Niger.

[G.c. alexanderi] N Nigeria E to W Sudan & NE Central African Republic.

[G.c. isabellina] Kordofan E to R Nile (C Sudan).

[G.c. lynesi] Gilgit Valley (N Kashmir).

[G.c. chendoola] S Kashmir foothills S to E Pakistan, W & N India (E to Bihar) & S Nepal.

[G.c. magna] C Iran & C Turmenistan to NW Pakistan, Kazakhstan, S Mongolia & NW China.
[G.c. leautungensis] Manchuria & NE China.

[G.c. coreensis] Korea.

The proposed form iwanowi is included with G.c. magna

The taxonomy of Crested Lark forms is extreamly complex and the validity of some of these may be
guestionable.
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Malabar Lark

Galerida malabarica [Scopoli].

SW India S from SE Guijarat.

Other names: Malabar Crested Lark, Short-crested Lark.
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Maghreb Lark

Galerida macrorhyncha [Tristram].

[G.m. macrorhyncha] S Morocco & NW Algeria S of Atlas Saharien E to Laghouat & Ghardaia and S
to Atar area (WC Mauritania).

[G.m. randonii] Hauts Plateaux of E Morocco E of upper R. Moulouya & NW Algeria.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as races of Crested Lark.

Other name: Long-billed Crested Lark.
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Shore Lark

Eremophila alpestris [Linnaeus].

[E.a. alpestris] W Ontario E to Newfoundland.

[E.a. arcticola] Alaska and Yukon S to British Columbia.

[E.a. hoyti] N Baffin Island S to N Alberta & W Ontario.

[E.a. merrilli] British Columbia S to N California.

[E.a. strigata] Coastal S British Colombia S to Oregon.

[E.a. alpina] Olympic Mts & Cascade Range (W Washington).

[E.a. lamprochroma] Washington S to N California and E to Nevada (inland montane W USA).
[E.a. leucolaema] S Alberta S to Colorado & New Mexico.

[E.a. enthymia] Great Plains from Saskatchewan & Manitoba S to Oklahoma & Texas.

[E.a. praticola] Minnesota E to SE Canada E to Nova Scotia and S to Kansas & N Carolina.
[E.a. sierrae] Mts of NE California.

[E.a. rubea] C California.

[E.a. utahensis] Idaho S to C Nevada & Utah (montane WC USA).

[E.a. insularis] Channel Island (off SW California).

[E.a. actia] Coast Ranges of S California & N Baja California.

[E.a. ammophila] Mojave & Amargosa Deserts (SE California) and adjacent SW Nevada.

[E.a. leucansiptila] Colorado Desert from SW Nevada & W Arizona S to NE Baja California & NW
Sonora.

[E.a. occidentalis] N Arizona E to C New Mexico.

[E.a. adusta] S Arizona E to S New Mexico.

[E.a. enertera] C Baja California.

[E.a. giraudi] Coastal S Texas S to NE Mexico.

[E.a. aphrasta] NW Mexico S to Durango.

[E.a. lactea] Coahuila (NE Mexico).

[E.a. diaphora] Extreme SE Coahuila S to NE Puebla (NE Mexico).

[E.a. chrysolaema] S Mexican Plateau from Zacatecas S to Jalisco, Michoacan, Morelos & Veracruz.
[E.a. oaxacae] E Oaxaca (S Mexico).

[E.a. peregrina] Altiplano Cundiboyacense (E Andes of Colombia, N of Bogota).

[E.a. flava] N Eurasia E to Anadyrland (NE Russia) and S to S Norway, L Baikal & NW Amurland.

24



[E.a. brandti] SE European Russia & N Transcaspia E to W Manchuria and S to N Turkmenistan, Tien
Shan range & Mongolia.

[E.a. atlas] Atlas Mts (Morocco).

[E.a. balcanica] S Balkans & Greece.

[E.a. kumerloevei] W & C Asia Minor.

[E.a. penicillata] E Turkey & Caucasus E to N & W Iran.

[E.a. bicornis] Lebanon & Mt Hermon (Israel-Syria border).

[E.a. albigula] SW Turkmenistan & NE Iran E to W Tien Shan Mts and S to NW Pakistan.

[E.a. argalea] N Ladakh, extreme W China & W Tibetan Plateau.

[E.a. teleschowi] C & E Kun Lun Mts from S Xinjiang E to NW Qinghai and S to N Xizang (W China).
[E.a. przewalskii] Qaidam Basin, in N Qinghai.

[E.a. nigrifrons] Mountains of NE Qinghai (NW China).

[E.a. longirostris] Himalayas from NE Pakistan & Kashmir E to Sikkim.

[E.a. elwesi] S & E Tibetan Plateau.

[E.a. khamensis] SE Xizang & W Sichuan (SC China).

Some authorities consider there is sufficient genetic evidence to split Shore Lark in to at least six
species (see van Steenis 2014 for a summary).

Other names: Horned Lark (North American races), Przewalski’'s Lark (teleschowi), Colombian
Horned Lark (peregrina).

Gen. Nikolai Mikhailovitch Prjevalsky (1839-1888), Russian Cossack and naturalist who explored
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Hume's Short-toed Lark

Calandrella acutirostris [Humel].

[C.a. acutirostris] NE Iran E to S Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Pakistan & W Xinjiang (extreme W China).
Winters mainly Pakistan & NW India.

[C.a. tibetana] NE Pakistan & NW India E across Tibetan Plateau to S Gansu, extreme W Ningxia &
NW Sichuan (C China) and S to Nepal & Sikkim, Winters N Indian subcontinent.
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Mongolian Short-toed Lark

Calandrella dukhunensis [Sykes]

Tibet & C China. Winters S Asia.

Other name: Rufous Short-toed Lark.

Previously considered a race of Short-toed Lark.
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Horn of Africa/ SW Arabia Short-toed Larks

Blanford's Lark

Calandrella blanfordi [Shelley].

[C.b. blanfordi] N Eritrea.

[C.b. erlangeri] Highlands of Ethiopia.

C.b. erlangeri previously treated as a full species.

Other names: Blanford’s Short-toed Lark (blanfordi), Ethiopian Short-toed Lark (erlangeri).
William Thomas Blanford (1832-1905), English geologist and naturalist. He was the editor of the
Fauna of British India series of publications.
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Rufous-capped Lark

Calandrella eremica [Reichenow and Peters].
[C.e. eremica] SW Saudi Arabia & Yemen
[C.e. daaroodensis] N Somalia.

Previously treated as forms of Blanford’s Lark.
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Red-capped Lark

Calandrella cinerea [J.F. Gmelin].

[C.c. cinerea] C & S Namibia, S Botswana, Zimbabwe & South Africa.

[C.c. saturatior] Uganda & W Kenya S to Angola, NE Namibia, N Botswana & Zambia.
[C.c. williamsi] C Kenya & N Tanzania.

[C.c. spleniata] SW Angola & NW Namibia.

The proposed forms niveni, millardi, alluvia and fulvida are discounted.

Other name: Rufous Short-toed Lark.
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Short-toed Lark

Calandrella brachydactyla [Leisler].

[C.b. brachydactyla] W, NC & S France & Iberia E thru Mediterranean to Italy, the Balkans, Romania,
and possibly Ukraine & S Russia and parts of Mediterranean coast of NW Africa. Winters Africa.
[C.b. hungarica] Hungary & N Serbia.

[C.b. rubiginosa] Morocco & N Western Sahara E to W Tripolitania (NW Libya) and Malta.
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[C.b. orientalis] C Siberia, N Mongolia & N China.

Other name: Greater Short-toed Lark.
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Melanocorypha bimaculata [Ménétriés].
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Melanocorypha calandra [Linnaeus].
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Black Lark

Melanocorypha yeltoniensis [J.R. Forster].

SW Russia & N Kazakhstan S to N shores of Caspian Sea, Aral Sea & just N of L Balkhash. Winters
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Mongolian Lark

Melanocorypha mongolica [Pallas].

Mongolia and neighbouring parts of S Russia & NE China.
Other name: Mongolian Sand Lark.
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Tibetan Lark

Melanocorypha maxima [Blyth].

S Russia & Mongolia to C China.

The proposed forms flavescens and holdereri are included.
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Dupont's Lark

Chersophilus duponti [Vieillot].

[C.d. duponti] E Castillay Ledn, Aragon, W Castilla y Leon, E Castilla-La Mancha & SE Andalucia
(Spain) and NE & E of Midelt & R Moulouya (Morocco) and Hauts Plateaux (N Algeria).

[C.d. margaritae] S slopes of Atlas Mts E to Biskra (Algeria), SE Tunisia, N Libya & coastal W Egypt.
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Dunn's Lark

Eremalauda dunni [Shelley].

[E.d. dunni] S edge of Sahara in Mauritania, N & C Mali, S Niger, N Chad & C Sudan.

[E.d. eremodites] Azraq (Jordan), S Israel, N & C Saudi Arabia & SW Oman.
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Athi Short-toed Lark

Alaudala athensis [Sharpe].

S Kenya & N Tanzania.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as a race of Somali Short-toed Lark.
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Asian Short-toed Lark

Alaudala cheleensis [Swinhoe].

[A.c. cheleensis] SC Siberia, NE Mongolia & NE China.

[A.c. kukunoorensis] WC China.

[A.c. beicki] SW Mongolia and bordering areas of Gansu & Ningxia (N China).
[A.c. seebohmi] Extreme NW China.

[A.c. tuvinica] NW Monigolia & S Russia.

[A.c. leucophaea] Kazakhstan to Turkmenistan.

The proposed form tangutica is included with C.c. kukunoorensis.
The proposed form stegmanni is included with C.c. beicki.

The forms aharonii and persica moved to Lesser Short-toed Lark.
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as races of Lesser Short-toed Lark.
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Somali Short-toed Lark
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Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as Calandrella raytal.
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