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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Pipits list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Tom 
Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) and Paul Archer for the cover images and all those who responded with 
constructive feedback. All images © the photographer. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
Note¹ - For completeness, the list continues to include both Long-tailed Pipit Anthus longicaudatus 
and Kimberley Pipit A. pseudosimilis despite their suspect provenance (see Davies, G.B.P. & 
Peacock, D.S. 2014. Reassessment of plumage characters and morphometrics of Anthus 
longicaudatus Liversidge, 1996 and Anthus pseudosimilis Liversidge and Voelker, 2002 (Aves: 
Motacillidae). Annals of the Ditsong National Museum of Natural History 4: 187-206).  
    
Final Version  
Version 1.6 (April 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main image: Tawny Pipit. Great Saltee Island, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 11th May 2008. Picture by Tom 
Shevlin.  
Vignette: Buff-bellied Pipit. Clonea, Ballinclamper, Co. Waterford. 22nd November 2011. Picture by 
Paul Archer. 
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Richard’s Pipit 
Anthus richardi [Vieillot]. 
E Kazakhstan, Siberia, Mongolia & N China. Winters Indian subcontinent & SE Asia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as polytypic with races richardi, dauricus, centralasiae, ussuriensis 
and sinensis. 
Monsieur Richard of Lunéville (c.1750-c.1820), French naturalist who collected a specimen of the 
species in 1815 and another the following year. 
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Christensen, S. & Olsen, K.M. 1984. Separation of Richard’s and Tawny Pipit. Dutch Birding 6(3): 

108-109. 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 

Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (313). 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Autumn bird migration on Hegura-jima, Japan. Birding World 23(8): 355-

364 (plate 9, p. 359). 
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Paddyfield Pipit 
Anthus rufulus [Vieillot]. 
[A.r. rufulus] Indian subcontinent, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Yunnan (S China), N Thailand, N Laos, N 

Cambodia & N Vietnam. 
[A.r. malayensis] Peninsular Malaysia, S Thailand, Singapore, Sumatra, Java, N & SE Borneo.  
[A.r. medius] E Lesser Sundas. 
[A.r. lugubris] Philippines. 
[A.r. albidus] Sulawesi, Bali & W Lesser Sundas. 
The proposed form waitei is included with A.r. rufulus. 
Other names: Oriental Pipit, Indian Pipit. 
 
Ayé, R. et al. 2014. Paddyfield Pipit (Anthus rufulus) in south-eastern Iran: a species new to the 

Middle East. Zoology in the Middle East 60(2): 183-185. 
Choudhury, A. 2010. Recent ornithological records from Tripura, north-eastern India, with an 

annotated checklist. Indian BIRDS 6(3): 66-74 (69). 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 

Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (313). 
Kylänpää, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan. 

Forktail 16: 15-28 (26). 
Oddie, B. 1988. Letters: Blyth’s, Richard’s & Paddyfield Pipits. Birding World 1(11): 403. 
Prasad, A. 2005. Pune birds, with special reference to distribution updates. Indian BIRDS 1(3): 61-67 

(62). 
Ramanujam, M.E. 2006. On the prey of the Indian eagle owl Bubo bengalensis (Franklin, 1831) in 

and around Pondicherry, southern India. Zoos’ Print Journal 21(5): 2231-2240 (2233). 
Sangvaranond, A. et al. 2007. Case Report: Cnemidocoptiasis (Scaly Leg) of Paddyfield Pipit bird 

(Anthus rufulus) in Petchaburi Province of Thailand. Kasetsart Veterinarians 17(2): 91-96. 
Trainor, C.R. 2002. Birds of Gunung Tambora, Sumbawa, Indonesia: effects of altitude, the 1815 

cataclysmic volcanic eruption and trade. Forktail 18: 49-61 (54). 
 
Australian Pipit  
Anthus australis [Vieillot]. 
[A.a. australis] WC, C, E & SE Australia. 
[A.a. rogersi] Coastal NW Australia E to Cape York peninsula. 
[A.a. bilbali] SW Western Australia & SC South Australia. 
[A.a. exiguus] EC New Guinea. 
[A.a. bistriatus] King Island & Flinders Islands (Bass Strait) and Tasmania. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as races of Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae. 
Other name: Ground Lark. 
 
Benn, R. 1937. Australian Pipit and Pallid Cuckoo. Emu 37(4): 317. 
Boehm, E.F. 1957. Pipit sings from tree-tops. Emu 57(3): 215. 
Bourke, P.A. 1942. Mimicry by the Pipit. Emu 42(3): 184-185. 
Dickson, D. 1930. Australian Pipit. Emu 29(3): 174. 
Dove, H.S. 1923. The Pipit in elevated regions. Emu 23(3): 238. 
Fisher, C.D. et al. 1972. Drinking patterns and behaviour of Australian desert birds in relation to their 

ecology and abundance. The Condor 74: 111-136. 
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McEvey, A. 1949. Notes on the Australian Pipit and its territory. Emu 49(1): 35-43. 
McEvey, A. 1952. Further notes on the Australian Pipit and its territory. Emu 52(2): 117-120. 
Norment, C.J. & Green, K. 2004. Breeding ecology of Richard’s Pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) in 

the Snowy Mountains. Emu 104(4): 327-336. 
North, A.J. 1897. Ornithological notes. II. On a curious nesting-site of Anthus australis. Records of 

the Australian Museum 3(1): 15. 
Pruett-Jones, S. & O’Donnell, E. 2004. Land birds on Barrow Island: status, population estimates, 

and responses to an oil-field development. Journal of the Royal Society of Western Australia 87: 
101-108 (104). 

Rounsevell, D. 1970. Salt excretion in the Australian pipit, Anthus novaeseelandiae (Aves : 
Motacillidae). Australian Journal of Zoology 18(4): 373-377. 

Sharland, M.S.R. 1921. Pallid Cuckoo's Egg in Pipits Nest. Emu 21(4): 309-310. 
 
New Zealand Pipit 
Anthus novaeseelandiae [J.F.Gmelin]. 
[A.n. novaeseelandiae] North & South Island (New Zealand) and Stewart Island (off South Island, 

New Zealand). 
[A.n. chathamensis] Chatham Islands (New Zealand region). 
[A.n. aucklandicus] Aukland Island & Campbell Island (New Zealand region). 
[A.n. steindachneri] Antipodes Islands (New Zealand region). 
The proposed form reischeki is included with A.n. novaeseelandiae.  
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as races of Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae. 
Other names: Pihoihoi, New Zealand Lark. 
 
Armitage, I. 2007. Further evidence for the natural re-establishment of the pipit (Anthus 

novaeseelandiae aucklandicus) on Campbell Island, New Zealand. Notornis 54(4): 226-228. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 1995. The status of the New Zealand Pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) in the 

Wellington region. Notornis 42(2): 117-125. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 1998. Density and foraging behaviour of Pipits (Anthus novaeseelandiae 

chathamensis) and Skylarks (Alauda arvensis) on Chatham Island. Notornis 45(2): 95-101. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 2002. Chatham Island pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae chathamensis) use of farm 

and fern land in spring. Notornis 49(1): 45-48. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 2005. Pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) detection and site use in Northland. Notornis 

52(3): 176. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 2007. Notes on New Zealand pipit (Anthus n. novaeseelandiae) home range, 

parental care, and the behaviour of dependent young. Notornis 54(1): 44-47. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 2007. Notes on New Zealand pipit (Anthus n. novaeseelandiae) home range, 

parental care, and the behaviour of dependent young. Notornis 54(2): 112-114. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 2009. Distribution and habitat use by New Zealand pipits (Anthus n. 

novaeseelandiae) on the Volcanic Plateau. Notornis 56(4): 183-189. 
Beauchamp, A.J. 2013. New Zealand pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) presence and breeding status 

using car and walk surveys near Whangarei, New Zealand. Notornis 60(4): 125-133. 
Dore, A.B. 1920. The occurrence of malaria in the native ground lark. New Zealand Journal of 

Science and Technology 3: 118-119. 
Foggo, M.N. & Meurk, C.D. 1981. Notes on a visit to Jacquemart Island in the Campbell Island 

group. New Zealand Journal of Ecology 4: 29-32. 
Foggo, M.N. 1984. Some observations on the southern subspecies of the New Zealand Pipit. 

Notornis 31(1): 1-5. 
Foggo, M.N. et al. 1997. Systematic and conservation implications of geographic variation in pipits 

(Anthus: Motacillidae) in New Zealand and some offshore islands. Ibis 139(2): 366-373. 
Garrick, A. 1981. Diet of pipits and skylarks at Huiarua Station, Tokomaru Bay, North Island, New 

Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Ecology 4: 106-114. 
Hamel, J. 1972. Pipits, Skylarks and Rainfall. Notornis 19(1): 20-25. 
Medway, D.G. 1976. Extant types of New Zealand birds. 23: 44-60 (57). 
Moeed, A. 1975. Food of Skylarks and Pipits, finches and feral pigeons near Christchurch. Notornis 

22: 135-142. 
Quinn, P.J. 1971. Suspected case of bird pox in a small population of New Zealand Pipits. Notornis 

18: 217. 
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Russ, R. & Shirihai, H. 2000. The birds, marine mammals, habitat and history of the subantarctic 
islands off New Zealand. Alula 6(3): 82-147 (97). 

Secker, H.L. 1955. Notes of the New Zealand Pipit. Emu 55(2): 104-107. 
Secker, H.L. 1959. Haunts of Pipit in the south-west of the North Island, central New Zealand. Emu 

59(3): 217-218. 
Spurr, E.B. 1979. A theoretical assessment of the ability of bird species to recover from an imposed 

reduction in numbers, with particular reference to 1080 poisoning. New Zealand Journal of Ecology 
2: 46-63. 

St Paul, R. 1975. A bushman's seventeen years of noting birds. Part B - New Zealand Pipit, Grey 
Warbler, North Island Fantail, and Silvereye. Notornis 22: 273-282. 

Stidolph, R.H.D. 1974. Decline of Pipit in Wairarapa. Notornis 21: 79-80. 
Thompson, D.R. et al. 2005. Spread of Australasian pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) on to Campbell 

Island following eradication of Norway rats (Rattus norvegicus). Notornis 52(1): 52-55. 
Westerskov, K. 1953. Bird pox in the New Zealand Pipit. Notornis 5: 168-170. 
 
Grassland Pipit  
Anthus cinnamomeus [Rüppell]. 
[A.c. cinnamomeus] W & SE Ethiopian Highlands. 
[A.c. lynesi] SE Nigeria, Cameroon, W Chad & W Sudan. 
[A.c. camaroonensis] Mt Manenguba & Mt Cameroon (W Cameroon). 
[A.c. stabilis] C & SE Sudan. 
[A.c. eximius] SW Arabian peninsula. 
[A.c. annae] Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia, SE Kenya & NE Tanzania. 
[A.c. itombwensis] Highlands of E DR Congo. 
[A.c. lacuum] SE Uganda, W & S Kenya and N & C Tanzania. 
[A.c. winterbottomi] Highlands of NE Zambia, N Malawi, S Tanzania & NW Mozambique. 
[A.c. lichenya] NE Angola, S & E DR Congo and W Uganda S to N & E Zambia, C Malawi, adjacent 

NW Mozambique & the Zimbabwe plateau. 
[A.c. spurium] SE Tanzania S to NE Namibia & the Zambezi Valley and coastal lowlands of 

Mozambique. 
[A.c. bocagii] W & S Angola S to Northern Cape (NW South Africa). 
[A.c. grotei] N Namibia & N Botswana. 
[A.c. rufuloides] South Africa (except the NW), Swaziland & Lesotho lowlands. 
[A.c. latistriatus] Largely unknown, possibly Itombwe Highlands (EC DR Congo), Nyika National Park 

(Malawi-Zambia border) & S Uganda. Winters SW Uganda, NW Tanzania & W Kenya at lower 
altitudes. 

The form latistriatus (Jackson’s Pipit) has been variously treated as a full species or as a race of both 
Long-billed Pipit and Grassland Pipit. 
Cameroon Pipit A.c. camaroonensis treated by some as a full species. 
Other names: African Pipit, Grassveld Pipit, Cameroon Pipit (camaroonensis), Jackson's Pipit 
(latistriatus). 
Sir Frederick John Jackson (1859-1929), English explorer and ornithologist, one time Governor of 
Uganda from 1911-1918. 
  
Borrett, R.P. & Wilson, K.J. 1969. Comparative feeding ecology of Anthus novaeseelandiae and 

Anthus vaalensis in Rhodesia. Ostrich 40(sup.1): 333-341. 
Bowden, C.G. 2001. The birds of Mount Kupe, southwest Cameroon. Malimbus 23: 13-44 (28). 
Clancey, P.A. 1954. A revision of the South African races of Richard’s Pipit. Durban Museum 

Novitates 4: 101-115. 
Clancey, P.A. 1977. On the southern limits of Anthus novaeseelandiae lichenya Vincent, 1933. 

Durban Museum Novitates 11: 263-264. 
Clancey, P.A. 1978. On some enigmatic pipits associated with Anthus novaeseelandiae (Gmelin) 

from central and southern Africa (Aves, Motacillidae). Bonner Zoologische Beiträge 29: 148-164. 
Clancey, P.A. 1984. Further on the status of Anthus latistriatus Jackson, 1899. Le Gerfaut 74(4): 375-

382. 
Clancey, P.A. 1985. Species limits in the long-billed pipits of the southern Afrotropics. Ostrich 56(1-

3): 157-169. 
Clancey, P.A. 1986. Subspeciation in the pipit Anthus cinnamomeus Rüppell of the Afrotropics. Le 

Gerfaut 76: 187-211. 
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Edwards, E.A. 1999. Fledging and other notes on the Grassveld Pipit. Honeyguide 45: 148-149. 
Kopij, G. et al. 2002. Diet of pipits in South African grassland. Ostrich 73(1-2): 71-73. 
Loippo, M. 2001. Birding in Kenya. Alula 7(1): 14-22 (16). 
Ndang'ang'a, K. et al. 2003. A survey of the highland grassland endemics in Mau Narok/Molo 

Important Bird Area, Kenya. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 10(1): 64-67. 
Paterson, M.L. 1959. Richard's Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae in Southern Rhodesia. Ostrich 

30(suppl.1): 435-439. 
Prigogine, A. 1981. The status of Anthus latistriatus Jackson, and the description of a new 

subspecies of Anthus cinnamomeus from Itombwe. Le Gerfaut 71: 537-573. 
Ryan, P. 2006. Naude's Nek - On a high in the Drakensberg. Africa - Birds & Birding 11(3): 28-31. 
Tait, C. 1991. Incubation and nestling periods of the Grassveld Pipit. Ostrich 62(1-2): 76. 
       
Mountain Pipit  
Anthus hoeschi [Stresemann]. 
Drakensberg Mts (KwaZulu-Natal, N Eastern Cape) & Lesotho. Winters E Angola, S DR Congo & NW 
Zambia. 
Walter Hoesch (1896-1961), German sheep farmer and collector in Namibia between 1930 and 
1961. 
 
Bonn, A. et al. 2002. Threatened and endemic species: are they good indicators of patterns of 

biodiversity on a national scale? Ecology Letters 5(6): 733-741. 
Clancey, P.A. 1978. On some enigmatic pipits associated with Anthus novaeseelandiae (Gmelin) 

from central and southern Africa (Aves, Motacillidae). Bonner Zoologische Beiträge 29: 148-164. 
Clancey, P.A. 1984. On the so-called Mountain Pipit of the Afrotropics. Durban Museum Novitates 

13: 189-194. 
Clancey, P.A. 1985. Species limits in the long-billed pipits of the southern Afrotropics. Ostrich 56(1-

3): 157-169. 
Clancey, P.A. 1986. On the Mountain Pipit in Botswana. Honeyguide 32: 44. 
Craig, A. 2017. Naming the Mountain Pipit – an unofficial history. Bee-eater 68(1): 2-4. 
Craig, A.J.F.K. 2016. The Mountain Pipit Anthus hoeschi: museum specimens revisited. Durban 

Museum Novitates 38: 28-40. 
Dowsett-Lemaire, F. 1989. On the voice of the Mountain Pipit. Ostrich 60(2): 85-87. 
Hustler, K. 1993. On the occurrence of the mountain pipit (anthus hoeschi) in central Africa. Arnoldia 

Zimbabwe 9(39): 549-555. 
McPherson, J.M. et al. 2004. The effects of species’ range sizes on the accuracy of distribution 

models: ecological phenomenon or statistical artefact? Journal of Applied Ecology 41(5): 811-823. 
Mendelsohn, J. 1984. The Mountain Pipit in the Drakensberg. Bokmakierie 36: 40-44. 
Ryan, P. 2006. Naude's Nek - On a high in the Drakensberg. Africa - Birds & Birding 11(3): 28-31. 
Stresemann, E. 1938. Anthus hoeschi species nova, ein neuer Pieper aus Südwestafrika [Anthus 

hoeschi, a new pipit from South Africa]. Ornitologische Monatsberichte 46: 149-151. 
Vincent, J. 1951. The description of a new race of Richard's Pipit Anthus richardi Vieillot from 

Basutoland. Annals of the Natal Museum 12: 135-136. 
Zimmer, J.T. & Mayr, E. 1943. New Species of Birds Described from 1938 to 1941. The Auk 60(2): 

249-262. 
         
Blyth’s Pipit  
Anthus godlewskii [Taczanowski]. 
E Altai Mts (S Russia) E to Transbaikalia & W Heilongjiang (NE China) and S to S Mongolia and N & 
C Nei Mongol. Winters Indian subcontinent. 
Other name: Godlewski’s Pipit.  
Edward Blyth (1810-1873), English zoologist & author. He was Curator of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal from 1842 to 1864. 
Wiktor Ignacy Godlewski (1831-1900), Polish zoologist who was exiled to Siberia following a failed 
uprising, where he studied the wildlife especially in the vicinity of Lake Baikal. 
1st WP Record: 23rd October 1882. Brighton, East Sussex, England (BWP 5). 
 



10  
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Bakewell, D.N. 2010. Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewskii Chuping Sugarcane Plantation, Perlis, 7 

January 2010. Suara Enggang 18(1): 7-10. 
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in October 1996]. Dutch Birding 19(4): 177-181. 
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Hume, R. 1996. Rarities Committee News and Announcements: Blyth’s Pipit. British Birds 89(12): 
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Roothaert, N. 1990. First record of Blyth's Pipit, Anthus godlewskii, in Belgium. Le Gerfaut 80(1-4): 

61-72. 
Russell, D. 1988. Blyth’s Pipit on Fair Isle - The Second British Record. Birding World 1(11): 395-397. 
Sandhu, P.S. & Saini, H.K. 1991. Occurrence of the Blyth's Pipt, (sic) Anthus godlewskii 

(Taczanowskii) at Ludhiana, Punjab. Pavo 28(1-2): 71-72. 
Small, B. 1997. Head pattern of Blyth’s Pipit. Dutch Birding 19(4): 189-190. 
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Tawny Pipit  
Anthus campestris [Linnaeus]. 
S Sweden, Denmark & Baltic states N to St. Petersburg (Russia) and S thru continental Europe to the 
Mediterranean and its islands & N Morocco, NE Algeria & N Tunisia and Belarus, Ukraine & Turkey E 
thru N Iran, C & N Afghanistan to C Mongolia & NW Xinjiang (NW China) and locally in the Levant. 
Winters Africa S of the Sahara from Senagambia E to Ethiopia, NW & S Somalia, N Kenya & the Nile 
valley and Ariabian peninsula, S Iran, Pakistan & NE India. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 to be polytypic with races campestris, kastschenkoi & griseus. 
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Long-billed Pipit  
Anthus similis [Jerdon]. 
[A.s. similis] SW India  
[A.s. decaptus] Zagros Mts (S Iran) E to Baluchistan (W Pakistan). Winters S to NW India at lower 

altitudes. 
[A.s. jerdoni] NW Himalayas E to Nepal. Winters N Indian subcontinent. 
[A.s. yamethini] C Myanmar. 
[A.s. arabicus] SW, S & SE Arabian Peninsula. 
[A.s. nivescens] Mountains of SE Egypt (Gebel Elba), and Red Sea coast hills in NE Sudan & Eritrea 

S to mountains in E Ethiopia and NW Somalia. 
[A.s. captus] Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Palestine & W Jordan. 
[A.s. sokotrae] Socotra. 
[A.s. asbenaicus] S Sahara in C & E Mali and C Niger. 
[A.s. bannermani] Mts of SW Mali, Guinea, Sierra Leone & N Liberia E to C & SE Nigeria & W 

Cameroon. 
[A.s. jebelmarrae] Mts. of W & C Sudan. 
[A.s. hararensis] Highlands of C Ethiopia. 
[A.s. chyuluensis] W & S Kenya and N Tanzania. 
[A.s. dewittei] Highlands of E & SE DR Congo, SW Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi. 
[A.s. moco] Mt. Moco (Huambo, C Angola). 
[A.s. palliditinctus] Extreme SW Angola & NW Namibia. 
[A.s. leucocraspedon] W & S Namibia and W Northern Cape & NW Western Cape (SW South Africa). 
[A.s. nicholsoni] SE Botswana & Northern Province S to Free State (NE South Africa). 
[A.s. petricolus] Lesotho & E South Africa. 
[A.s.primarius] S Western Cape E to N Eastern Cape (S South Africa). 
The form moco previously included in dewittei.  
The proposed form travancoriensis is included with A.s. similes. The proposed form josensis is 
included with bannermani.  
Other names: Nicholson’s Rock Pipit, Brown Rock Pipit, Rufous Rock Pipit, Persian Rock Pipit 
(decaptus), Bannerman’s Pipit (bannermani), Indian Rock Pipit (jerdoni), Kerala Rock Pipit 
(travancoriensis), Moco Pipit (moco). 
Francis Nicholson (1843-1925), cotton merchant and fellow of the Zoological Society of London and 
member of the British Ornithologists Club. 
Dr. David Bannerman (1886-1979), British ornithologist and Chairman of the BOU from 1932 to 
1935. 
Thomas Claverhill Jerdon (1811-1872), Scottish ornithologist and army surgeon. 
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Wood Pipit  
Anthus nyassae [Neumann]. 
[A.n. nyassae] E Zambia, S Tanzania, Malawi & NW Mozambique. 
[A.n. schoutedeni] SE Gabon, S Congo & S DR Congo to S Angola, NE Namibia, N Botswana & W 

Zambia 
[A.n. chersophilus] S Angola, NE Namibia, N Botswana & SW Zambia. 
[A.n. frondicolus] NE Botswana, Zimbabwe & W Mozambique. 
Previously regarded as conspecific with A. similis. 
Other names: Woodland Pipit, Brachystegia Pipit, Chaplin’s Pipit. 
Sir Francis Drummond Percy Chaplin (1866-1933), cival servant and administrator in Rhodesia 
(modern-day Zimbabwe) and Nyasaland (modern-day Malawi) between 1914 and 1923. 
 
Clancey, P.A. 1985. Species limits in the long-billed pipits of the southern Afrotropics. Ostrich 56(1-

3): 157-169. 
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Cimbebasia 10: 47-50. 
Clancey, P.A. 1994. The combined biogeographic role of river valleys and aridity in Southern African 

bird distribution. Durban Museum Novitates 19: 13-29 (17). 
        



16  

Buffy Pipit  
Anthus vaalensis [Shelley]. 
[A.v. vaalensis] S & SE Botswana & N, C & SE South Africa.  
[A.v. exasperatus] NE Botswana. Winters N to W Zimbabwe. 
[A.v. namibicus] NE & C Namibia. 
[A.v. neumanni] Angolan plateau. During the rains moves S to Namibia & Botswana. 
[A.v. chobiensis] S DR Congo & SW Tanzania to NE Namibia, N Botswana, Zimbabwe & W 

Mozambique. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 to include the races saphiroi and goodsoni are here included with 
Plain-backed Pipit. 
The proposed form clanceyi is included with A.v. vaalensis.  
Other names: Sandy Pipit, Plain-backed Pipit. 
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Annals of the South African Museum 46: 341-352. 
 
Plain-backed Pipit  
Anthus leucophrys [Vieillot]. 
[A.l. leucophrys] SE Botswana E to extreme S Mozambique and S to E & S South Africa. 
[A.l. tephridorsus] S Angola & S Zambia S to N Namibia, NW Botswana & NE Zimbabwe. 
[A.l. bohndorffi] SE Gabon, C PR Congo & S DR Congo E to W Tanzania and S to C Angola, NW 

Zambia & R Songwe (N Malawi). 
[A.l. goodsoni] C & SW Kenya & extreme N Tanzania. 
[A.l. saphiroi] SE Ethiopia & NW Somalia. 
[A.l. omoensis] SE Sudan and N, C & W Ethiopia. 
[A.l. gouldii] Sierra Leone, Liberia & Ivory Coast. 
[A.l. zenkeri] Guinea & S Mali E to Ghana, S Chad, Central African Republic & S Sudan and S to 

Cameroon, N & E DR Congo, Burundi, NW Tanzania & W Kenya. 
[A.l. ansorgei] S Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia & Guinea-Bissau. 
Forms saphiroi & goodsoni treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as races of Buffy Pipit but here included 
with Plain-backed Pipit. 
Other name: Goodson’s Pipit (goodsoni). 
Arthur Thomas Goodson (1873–1931), assistant ornithologist at Rothschild’s Museum, Tring (now 
incorporated in to the Natural History Museum) from 1893 to 1931. The New World butterfly 
Goodson’s Hairstreak is probably named after him. 
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Long-legged Pipit  
Anthus pallidiventris [Sharpe]. 
[A.p. pallidiventris] SW & S Cameroon S to W Cuanza Sul & Lunda Sul (N Angola).  
[A.p. esobe] Middle Congo basin.  
Other name: Long-clawed Pipit. 
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White, C.M.N. 1948. The African Plain-backed Pipits - A case of sibling species. Ibis 90(4): 547-553. 
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Meadow Pipit  
Anthus pratensis [Linnaeus]. 
SE Greenland, Iceland and N, NW & C Europe E to W Siberia and S & E to S France & C Romania 
also the border mountains between Georgia & Armenia in the Caucasus. Winters S to N Africa, 
Middle East & SW Asia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 to be polytypic with races pratensis & whistleri. 
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Tree Pipit  
Anthus trivialis [Linnaeus]. 
[A.t. trivialis] Britain, continental Europe (except S Iberian peninsula) E to EC Siberia, Kazakhstan, 

Turkestan, NW China and S to Tien Shan & E Afghanistan. Winters India & sub-Saharan Africa. 
[A.t. haringtoni] NW Himalayas of N Pakistan & Kashmir E to Garhwal & Ladakh (N India). Winters 

Indian subcontinent.  
The proposed form schlueteri is included with A.t. trivialis.  
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Olive-backed Pipit  
Anthus hodgsoni [Richmond]. 
[A.h. hodgsoni] Himalayas from NW India E to S Xizang (SC China) and NE Qinghai, S Nei Mongol & 

Shanxi S to Yunnan & Sichuan (C China) and N Korea & Japan S to C Honshu. Winters S & SE 
Asia. 

[A.h. yunnanensis] NW Russia from W of middle R Pechora, SW Siberia & NE Altai E to Kamchatka, 
Sakhalin & Kuril Islands and S to N Mongolia, NE China & Hokkaido (N Japan). Winters S & SE 
Asia. 

Other names: Olive Tree-pipit, Oriental Tree Pipit, Spotted Pipit, Hodgson’s Pipit, Indian Tree Pipit 
(hodgsoni), Siberian Tree Pipit (yunnanensis). 
Brian Houghton Hodgson FRC (1800-1894), English civil servant, naturalist and ethnologist who 
described many species from the Himalayas and made considerable contributions to Indian 
ornithology. 
 
Balch, L. 1988. Curling Up With a Good (Bird) Book - Update on 53 'Aleutian' Species Covered in the 

National Geographic Society Field Guide. Birding XX(5): 290-303 (301). 
Barth, R. & Barthel, P.H. 1987. Noch ein Waldpieper Anthus hodgsoni auf Helgoland [Another Olive-

backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni on Heligoland]. Limicola 1(2): 48-51. 
Bouwman, R.G. et al. 1989. Siberische Boompieper op Texel in oktober 1987 [Olive-backed Pipit on 

Texel in October 1987]. Dutch Birding 11(2): 61-65. 
Burleigh, T.D. 1968. The Indian Tree Pipit (Anthus hodgsoni) recorded for the first time in North 

America. The Auk 85(2): 323. 
Campbell, O. 2013. Identification of nominate Olive-backed Pipit. Birding World 26(11): 481-484. 
Capitolo, P. et al. 2000. First record of an Olive-backed Pipit in California. Western Birds 31: 112-

116. 
Caschera, V. et al. 1990. Olive-backed Pipits in Co. Cork, October 1990. Irish Birding News 1(2): 71-

73. 



21  

Conder, P. 1979. Britain's first Olive-backed Pipit. British Birds 72(1): 2-4. 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Hegura-Jima - the Fair Isle of Japan. Birding World 22(12): 506-522 

(plate 18, p. 513). 
de Roever, J.W. 1979. Field identification of Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni. Dutch Birding 1(4): 

118. 
Dennis, R.H. 1967. Olive-backed Pipits on Fair Isle: a species new to Britain and Ireland. British Birds 

60: 161-166. 
Dennis, R.H. Olive-backed Pipit on Fair Isle, pp. 132-137. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, P.J. 

1982. Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
Dernjatin, P. et al. 2008. Spring migration on the archipelago of Shanghai. Alula 14(3): 98-106 

(photos 7-10, p. 101). 
Drijvers, R. et al. 1999. Olive-backed Pipit, Anthus hodgsoni: a new species for Pakistan. Forktail 15: 

98. 
Dunn, J. 1989. Letters: 'Aleutian' Species in Western Alaska. Birding XXI(4): 184-185. 
Eggenhuizen, A.H.V. & de Meijer, F.A.N. 1991. Siberische Boompieper te Bloemendaal in oktober 

1990 [Olive-backed Pipit at Bloemendaal in October 1990]. Dutch Birding 13(5): 177-179. 
Feijen, C. & Feijen, H.R. 2008. A review of the breeding birds of Bhutan. Forktail 24: 1-24 (12). 
Fletcher, T.B. & Inglis, C.M. 1922. Some common Indian birds. No. 18. The Indian Tree-pipit (Anthus 

hodgsoni). The Agricultural Journal of India 17(6): 543-545. 
Gauntlett, F.M. 1981. Letters: Back pattern of Olive-backed Pipit. British Birds 74(6): 268. 
Golley, M. & Byers, C. 1993. Masterguide: Perplexing Pipits. Birdwatch 16: 44-48. 
Hamilton, R.A. et al. 2000. First record of an Olive-backed Pipit in Mexico. Western Birds 31: 117-

119. 
Helbig, A.J. 1987. Feldbestimmung des Waldpiepers Anthus hodgsoni und sein Auftreten in Europa 

[Field identification of Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni and its occurrence in Europe]. Limicola 
1(3): 73-85. 

Hooijmans, W-J. 1993. Twee Siberische Boompiepers te Noordwijk in januari-februari 1991 [Two 
Olive-backed Pipits at Noordwijk in January-February 1991]. Dutch Birding 15(4): 166-169. 

King, B. et al. 1981. The field identification of North American pipits. American Birds 35: 778-788 
(784). 

Kitson, A.R. 1979. Identification of Olive-backed Pipit, Blyth’s Pipit and Pallas’s Reed Bunting. British 
Birds 72(3): 94-100. 

Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342 (336). 
Millington, R. 2002. Pipits, dippers, gulls and more - the best winter sightings: The Olive-backed Pipit 

in Norfolk. Birding World 15(2): 62-71 (62-63). 
Mullarney, K. 1980. Olive-backed Pipit in Co. Wexford - a species new to Ireland. Irish Birds 1(4): 

541-545. 
Oddie, W.E. 1982. Letters: Possible regional variation in Olive-backed Pipit calls. British Birds 75(2): 

96. 
Olsen, K.M. 1999. Field identification of Tree and Olive-backed Pipit. Alula 5(2): 42-48. 
Praveen, J. & Nameer, P.O. 2007. A checklist of birds of Nelliampathy Hills, Southern Western 

Ghats. Zoos' Print Journal 22(6): 2695-2701 (2700). 
Riddington, R. & Reid, J. 1997. Classic Fair Isle: September 1997. Birding World 10(10): 387-389. 
Roth, T. et al. 2005. Bird observations from Iran in February-March 2001, including a new species for 

the Middle East. Sandgrouse 27(1): 63-68 (66). 
Round, P.D. et al. 2014. Ringing and ornithological exploration in north-east Bangladesh wetlands. 

Forktail 30: 109-121 (116). 
Scott, D.A. 1994. First record of Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni in Iran. Sandgrouse 16: 59-61. 
Stoddart, A.B 2016. Identification: Meadow, Tree and Olive-backed Pipits Photo Guide. Birdwatch 

292: 41-46. 
Tobish, T.G. & Dunn, J.L. 1982. Mystery photographs: Olive-backed Pipit. Dutch Birding 4(2): 50-52. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2006. Masters of Mystery – Solutions of second round 

2006: Olive-backed Pipit. Dutch Birding 28(3): 168-169. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. et al. 2017. Olive-backed Pipits and Yellow-browed Warblers at Cap Blanc 

peninsula, Mauritania, in November 2016. Dutch Birding 39(2): 103-105. 
van der Burg, E. & de Knijff, P. 1989. Siberische Boompieper te Alphen aan den Rijn in april 1988 

[Olive-backed Pipit at Alphen aan den Rijn in April 1988]. Dutch Birding 11(2): 74-76. 
Vinicombe, K. 2006 ID at a glance: Olive-backed Pipit. Birdwatch 172: 29-30. 
von Hirschheydt, H. 1987. Ein Waldpieper Anthus hodgsoni auf Helgoland [An Olive-backed Pipit 

Anthus hodgsoni on Heligoland]. Limicola 1(2): 45-47. 



22  

Pechora Pipit 
Anthus gustavi [Swinhoe]. 
[A.g. gustavi] N Russia E to the Chukotsk peninsula and S to middle R Yenisey, middle R Lena, 

Kamchatka & Commander Islands. Winters Philippines, N Borneo & Wallacea. 
[A.g. menzbieri] Middle Amur Valley & S Ussuriland (Far East Russia) and extreme E Heilongjiang 

(NE China). Winter area not fully established. 
The proposed form stejnegeri included with A.g. gustavi.  
Other name Menzbier’s Pipit (menzbieri). 
Mikhail Aleksandrovich Menzbier (1855-1935), Russian zoologist and taxonomist whose major 
work was on the taxonomy of raptors. 
Gustaaf Schlegel (1840-1903), German sinologist who collected with Robert Swinhoe in China and 
was the son of Hermann Schlegel (of Schlegel's Petrel). 
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Rosy Pipit  
Anthus roseatus [Blyth]. 
Mountains from extreme W Xinjiang (W China) S to NE Afghanistan and E in Himalayas to Arunachal 
Pradesh (NE India) and C Gansu E to Nei Mongol & W Hebei and S to S & E Xizang, Yunnan, W 
Guizhou & W Hubei (S & E China) and probably extreme N & NE Myanmar. Winters S to N India, 
Bangladesh & N Thailand. 
Other names: Roseate Pipit, Rose-breasted Pipit, Vinaceous-breasted Pipit, Hodgson's Pipit. 
Brian Houghton Hodgson FRC (1800-1894), English civil servant who made considerable 
contributions to Indian ornithology. 
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Red-throated Pipit  
Anthus cervinus [Pallas]. 
N of the Arctic Circle in a narrow band from N Fennoscandia E to the Chukotsk peninsula and S to 
Kamchatka (NE Russia) and extreme W Alaska. Winters mainly in Africa S of the Sahara and SE 
Asia. 
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Rock Pipit  
Anthus petrosus [Montagu]. 
[A.p. petrosus] Faroe Islands, Ireland, Britain & NW France. 
[A.p. littoralis] Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland & the Kola peninsula (Russia). Winters SW 

Sweden W & S to Portugal. 
The proposed form kleinschmidti is included with A.p. petrosus. 
Other name: Scandinavian Rock Pipit (littoralis). 
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Nilgiri Pipit  
Anthus nilghiriensis [Sharpe]. 
Kerala & W Tamil Nadu (Western Ghats, extreme SW India). 
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Upland Pipit  
Anthus sylvanus [Hodgson]. 
NW & N Pakistan E in the Himalayas to E Nepal or possibly further and W & S Sichuan (SW China) 
and Yunnan E to Zhejiang & Fujian (SE China) and Hong Kong and possibly N & NE Myanmar. 
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Berthelot’s Pipit  
Anthus berthelotii [Bolle].  
Madeira, Desertas Islands & Porto Santo (Madeira archipelago) and Ilhas Selvagens & Canary 
Islands. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 to be polytypic with races berthelotii & madeirensis. 
Sabin Berthelot (1794-1880), French naturalist and ethnologist who also served as a midshipman in 
the French Navy during the Napoleonic Wars and later took up residence in the Canary Islands. 
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Striped Pipit  
Anthus lineiventris [Sundevall]. 
W Angola and NW & W Tanzania, SE Kenya, SE DR Congo & W, E & S Zambia S to NE Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, N, W & S Mozambique and E Botswana E to NE South Africa & W Swaziland and coastal 
E South Africa. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 to be polytypic with races lineiventris & stygium. 
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African Rock Pipit  
Anthus crenatus [Finsch & Hartlaub]. 
S & E Northern Cape E in mountains to Mpumalanga (NE South Africa), W Swaziland & Drakensberg 
Mts (Lesotho) and along the lower R Orange (NC Northern Cape). 
Other name: Yellow-tufted Pipit. 
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Short-tailed Pipit  
Anthus brachyurus [Sundevall]. 
[A.b. brachyurus] SC Mozambique, Mpumalanga & KwaZulu-Natal (NE South Africa) & E Lesotho. 
[A.b. leggei] Isolated populations in E DR Congo, SW Uganda, Rwanda, N Burundi & extreme NW 

Tanzania and SE Gabon & S PR Congo thru W & S DR Congo S to NE Angola and N & C Zambia 
and It is also possible this is the form occurring in S Tanzania. 

Proposed race eludens is included with A.b. leggei.  
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Bushveld Pipit  
Anthus caffer [Sundevall]. 
[A.c. caffer] SE Botswana, SW Zimbabwe, NE South Africa & W Swaziland. 
[A.c. traylori] Lowlands in NE South Africa, E Swaziland and extreme S Mozambique S of R Limpopo. 
[A.c. mzimbaensis] Cuanza Norte & Bié S to N Huíla and E to N Moxico (Angola), NW Malawi, 

extreme SE DR Congo and Zambia S to NE Botswana & C Zimbabwe. 
[A.c. blayneyi] S Kenya & N Tanzania. 
[A.c. australoabyssinicus] Highlands E of Rift Valley in S Ethiopia. 
Other names: Bush Pipit, Little Tawny Pipit. 
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Sokoke Pipit 
Anthus sokokensis [van Someren]. 
Coastal forest in E Kenya & NE Tanzania. 
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F1000Research 3: 59, doi: 10.12688/f1000research.3-59.v2. 
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Malindi Pipit  
Anthus melindae [Shelley]. 
[A.m. melindae] S Somalia S to coastal Kenya. 
[A.m. mallablensis] Coast of S Somalia from 18’ NE of Mogadishu S to about 1º N. 
 
Britton, P.L. & Britton, H.A. 1978. The Malindi Pipit Anthus melindae in coastal Kenya. Ibis 120(2): 
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Colston, P.R. 1982. A new species of Mirafra (Alaudidae) and new races of the Somali Long-billed 

Lark Mirafra somalica, Thekla Lark Galerida malabarica and Malindi Pipit Anthus melindae from 
southern coastal Somalia. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 102: 106-114. 
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Yellow-breasted Pipit 
Anthus chloris [M.H.K.Lichtenstein]. 
Drakensberg Mts. (Mpumalanga & W KwaZulu-Natal) S to NE Eastern Cape & extreme SE Free State 
(South Africa) and E & S Lesotho. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as Hemimacronyx chloris. 
Other name: Yellow-breasted Longclaw. 
 
Ryan, P. 2006. Naude's Nek - On a high in the Drakensberg. Africa - Birds & Birding 11(3): 28-31. 
 
Alpine Pipit 
Anthus gutturalis [DeVis]. 
[A.g. gutturalis] SE New Guinea. 
[A.g. wollastoni] WC to highlands in EC New Guinea & Huon peninsula (E New Guinea). 
The proposed form rhododendri is included with A.n. wollastoni. 
Other name: New Guinea Pipit.  
 
Gregory, P.A. & Johnston, G.R. 1993. Birds of the cold tropics: Dokfuma Star Mountains, New 
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Madanga  
Anthus ruficollis [Rothschild and Hartert]. 
Buru (Moluccas, Indonesia). 
Previously included with the Zosteropidae (White-eyes), see Alström et al. (2015). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as Madanga ruficollis. 
Other name: Rufous-throated White-eye. 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2015 Dramatic niche shifts and morphological change in two insular bird species. 

Royal Society Open Science 2(3): 140364. [PubMed: 26064613] 
 
Sprague’s Pipit  
Anthus spragueii [Audubon]. 
C & SE Alberta, C & S Saskatchewan & SW Manitoba (S Canada), N & C Montana, North Dakota, N 
South Dakota & NW Minnesota (N USA). Winters S USA S to C Mexico. 
Other name: Sprague’s Lark. 
Isaac S. Sprague (1811-1895), American self-taught landscape, botanical and ornithological painter 
who was America's best known botanical illustrator of his day. He accompanied Audubon as his 
assistant on the Missouri trip of 1843. 
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Yellowish Pipits 
Yellowish Pipit  
Anthus lutescens [Pucheran]. 
[A.l. lutescens] NE Brazil, Argentina & E Bolivia. 
[A.l. parvus] Pacific coast of Panama & NE Colombia thru NC Brazil to the Guyanas. 
 

Peruvian Pipit 
Anthus peruvianus [Nicholson] 
Trujillo (Peru) S to Arica (extreme N Chile). 
Previously regarded as a subspecies of Yellowish Pipit. 
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Short-billed Pipits 
Short-billed Pipit  
Anthus furcatus [d’Orbigny and Lafresnaye]. 
Lowlands of Argentina E to extreme SE Brazil & Uruguay. 
 

Puna Pipit  
Anthus brevirostris [Taczanowski]. 
C Peru S to W Bolivia & NW Argentina. 
Previously regarded as a subspecies of Short-billed Pipit.  
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Chaco Pipit  
Anthus chacoensis [J.T.Zimmer]. 
Lowlands S from Concepción (Paraguay) to EC Argentina S to SC Buenos Aires.  
Other names: Pampas Pipit, Campo Pipit. 
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Correndera Pipit  
Anthus correndera [Vieillot].   
[A.c. correndera] S Paraguay, N Argentina, Uruguay & extreme SE Brazil. 
[A.c. calcaratus] Mountains of Peru. 
[A.c. catamarcae] N Chile, SW Bolivia & Catamarca (NW Argentina). 
[A.c. chilensis] Chile S from Atacama Desert & S Argentina S to Tierra del Fuego. 
[A.c. grayi] Falkland Islands. 
Other name: Falkland Pipit (grayi). 
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South Georgia Pipit  
Anthus antarcticus [Cabanis]. 
South Georgia (S Atlantic).  
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Ochre-breasted Pipit 
Anthus nattereri [P.L.Sclater]. 
S Paraguay, NE Argentina & SE Brazil. 
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Hellmayr’s Pipit  
Anthus hellmayri [Hartert]. 
[A.h. hellmayri] E Andean slopes from Puno (SE Peru) S to NW Argentina. 
[A.h. dabbenei] Highlands in Neuquén, W Chubut and SE Río Negro (S Argentina) and probably 

adjacent S Chile. 
[A.h. brasilianus] SE Brazil, SE Paraguay, NE & E Argentina & Uruguay. 
Charles Eduard Hellmayr (1878-1944), German zoologist who worked at the Field Museum in 
Chicago. 
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Paramo Pipit  
Anthus bogotensis [P.L.Sclater].  
[A.b. bogotensis] NW Venezuela and the Andes from Colombia S to N Peru. 
[A.b. meridae] Andes in NW Venezuela. 
[A.b. immaculatus] NC Peru S to Bolivia. 
[A.b. shiptoni] NW Argentina. 
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Pipits whose status is doubtful: 
Kimberley Pipit¹  
Anthus pseudosimilis [Liversidge and Voelker]. 
Not fully established. Probably around Kimberley and other areas in the Northern Cape (South Africa), 
S Namibia & Kalagkadi Transfrontier Park (on the Botswana-South Africa border). 
The validity of this species is suspect, see Davies & Peacock 2014. 
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Long-tailed Pipit¹ 
Anthus longicaudatus [Liversidge]. 
Distribution is little known, possibly the Barotse floodplains (Zimbabwe) and other unknown locations. 
Winters C South Africa. 
The validity of this species is suspect, see Davies & Peacock 2014. 
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