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MENA-Atlas - Comments and Sources 

The “Atlas MENA” can be accessed via: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena.pdf 

The comments and sources for the “Atlas MENA” can be accessed via: 

http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf  
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For the overview map the following source was used: 1 : 30 000 000: Natural Earth. For all the topographic and 

thematic maps 1 : 10 000 000: Collins World Explorer Premium, Natural Earth was used. The maps showing main 

oil and gas fields are all based on: Petroleum Economist, a division of Euromoney Global Limited, December 

2014, designed by K. Fuller and P. Bush, map scale 1 : 23 000 000.  

1. General information (for all ethnic and religious maps) 

The population of the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region is very heterogeneously in terms of religious 

and sectarian, as well as ethnic and linguistic diversity. Due to this and because of the partly inconsistent sources 

the maps only indicate where main settlement areas of religious or ethnic groups are. Especially the religious and 

ethnic composition in urban centers may differ significantly from those in rural surroundings and it is not possible 

to show this heterogeneity on the maps. Identification by religious or ethnic affiliation might vary within a group 

and external attributions of religious or ethnic affiliation might differ from self-perception, too. 

Not all existing religious and ethnic groups can be shown on the maps (see below). A compromise between clarity 

and accuracy had to be found, which respects the religious and ethnic diversity of the Middle East and North 

Africa. The population density has not been taken into account and is therefore not shown on the maps.  

When creating these maps, the following methodology was complied with: An ethnic or religious minority group is 

depicted on the map if it amounts to more than one percent of the total population of the country in question and 

has a settlement area that can be located. If a group amounts to less than one percent of the total population in 

country A, but to more than one percent of the population in country B, the minority group is shown in both of the 

countries. The exceptions made from this methodology were limited to the smallest possible number. 

Further information on ethnic/linguistic and religious/sectarian groups can be found in the specific comments 

provided for each country and map.  

 

2. Near East  

Comments 

There may be ethnic minorities that are not shown on this map. Further information is provided in the comments 

concerning each country.  

Some of the ethnic minorities are subsumed under the following two groups: The group “Other Turkic Peoples” 

includes Azeris in Northern Turkey and Turkmens in Central Turkey, Syria and Iraq. Azeris as well as Turkmens 

speak Turkic languages (Azeri/Azerbaijani language and Turkmen language). The group “Caucasian peoples” 

refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. Not all Caucasian peoples 

can be shown on this map; especially in Turkey there are various ethnic minorities of Caucasian origin. From a 

linguistic point of view, there is no Caucasian language family. There are Northwest Caucasian, Northeast 

Caucasian and South Caucasian (Kartvelian) Languages; Indo-European and Turkic languages like Armenian 

and Azerbaijani are not included. All non-Arabic speaking Christians (Assyrians, Chaldeans, etc.) are depicted as 

one group.  

There may be religious minorities that are not shown on this map. Further information is provided in the 

comments concerning each country.  

On the religious and sectarian map, the different branches of Shia Islam (e.g. Twelver Shia Muslims, Ismailis) 

were depicted individually. In some sources, Alevis and Alawites are mentioned to be part of Shia Islam, in other 

sources they are considered not to be part of Islam, in further sources they are listed as Islamic branches 

separate from Shia Islam. For the sake of clarity, on the religious map Christians are depicted as one group, 

regardless of their ethnic origin. Yezidi and Kaka’i are depicted as religious minorities and therefore not shown on 

the ethnic map.  
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2.1. Turkey 

General sources 

Al-Monitor – The Pulse of the Middle East (12.5.2016): Who are Syria's Alawites?, http://www.al-

monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/05/alawite-sect-muslim-misconceptions.html, access 19.8.2016  

Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior (BMI)/Taucher, Wolfgang; Vogl, Mathias, Webinger, Peter (2015): The 

Kurds. History – Religion – Language – Politics. 

Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung (20.10.2014): Religionszugehörigkeit in der Türkei, 

http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/187253/religionszugehoerigkeit, access 4.8.2016  

Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (7.4.2005): Turkey: The Alevi faith, principles, beliefs, rituals 

and practices (1995-2005), http://www.refworld.org/docid/42df61b320.html, access 19.8.2016 

CIA – factbook (9.8.2016): Turkey. People and Society, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook/geos/tu.html, access 19.8.2016  

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2016): Religious Composition of the Middle East, 

comments,  http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Religion_lg.png, access 19.8.2016 

Encyclopaedia Britannica (n.a.): Caucasian Peoples, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Caucasian-languages, 

access 19.8.2016 

Ethnologue Languages of the World/Lewis, M. Paul; Simons, Gary F.; Fenning, Charles D. (ed.) (n.a.): Turkey – 

Languages, http://www.ethnologue.com/country/TR/languages, access 14.7.2016 

Harvard Divinity School – Religious Literacy Project (n.a.): Alawism, http://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/alawism, 

access 19.8.2016,  

Harvard Divinity School – Religious Literacy Project (n.a.): Alevism, http://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/alevism, access 

19.8.2016 

Hürriyet Daily News (28.2.2011): Yörük at heart: Keeping the nomad heritage alive, 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/default.aspx?pageid=438&n=yoruk-2011-02-22, access 19.8.2016 

I.B. Tauris (n.a.): Description of the book “The Zaza Kurds of Turkey: A Middle Eastern Minority in a Globalised 

Society” by Mehmed S. Kaya, 

http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20

groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%2

0Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BE

A69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D, access 19.8.2016 

Library of Congress/Chapin Metz, Helen (1995): Turkey: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library of 

Congress, http://countrystudies.us/turkey/, access online 14.7.2016 

LookLex Encyclopaedia (n.a.): Turkey – peoples, http://looklex.com/e.o/turkey.peoples.htm, access 14.7.2016  

The New Arab (8.6.2015): Turkey's ethnic make-up: A complex melting pot, 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/politics/2015/6/8/turkeys-ethnic-make-up-a-complex-melting-pot, access 

19.8.2016  

Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Nigar Karimova/Edward Deverell (2001): Minorities in Turkey, 

Stockholm, http://miris.eurac.edu/mugs2/do/blob.pdf?type=pdf&serial=1101210931437, access 14.7.2016  

USDOS – U.S. Department of State (10.8.2016): International Religious Freedom Report for 2015 – Turkey, 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm?year=2015&dlid=256251, access 17.10.2016 

 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/05/alawite-sect-muslim-misconceptions.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/05/alawite-sect-muslim-misconceptions.html
http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/187253/religionszugehoerigkeit
http://www.refworld.org/docid/42df61b320.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Religion_lg.png
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Caucasian-languages
http://www.ethnologue.com/country/TR/languages
http://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/alawism
http://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/alevism
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/default.aspx?pageid=438&n=yoruk-2011-02-22
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/
http://looklex.com/e.o/turkey.peoples.htm
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/politics/2015/6/8/turkeys-ethnic-make-up-a-complex-melting-pot
http://miris.eurac.edu/mugs2/do/blob.pdf?type=pdf&serial=1101210931437
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm?year=2015&dlid=256251
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Turkey – Ethnic and linguistic groups 

Comments 

There are no recent official figures concerning ethnic groups in Turkey. The last official census that asked for 

ethnic affiliation was conducted in 1965. Recent data are based on estimates. According to CIA-factbook, the total 

population of Turkey is 79,414,269 (2015 estimates); Turks amount to 70-75 percent and 18 percent of the 

population are Kurds. The remaining 7-12 percent includes various minorities. Some minorities are not depicted 

on the map:  Muhacir (people from the territory of the Balkans that emigrated in 18th-20th century from the 

Ottoman Empire to modern Turkey, e.g. Albanians, Bulgarians, Bosnians) in the northwest of Turkey, Greeks, 

Armenians, Yews, Roma, Yoruks (Turkic nomads that largely settled down). Zaza living in Eastern Anatolia are 

not depicted separately because in many sources they are seen as Kurds.  

Turkish is the only official language in Turkey, although there is a vast amount of minority languages such as 

Kurdish languages, Azeri, Circassian languages, Georgian and others. 

 

Turks  

Maps: 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2006-2015): Ethnic Groups of the Middle East, 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Ethnic_lg.png, access 4.8.2016 

Kämmer-Kartographie (2014): Türkei – Bevölkerungsgruppen. Berlin, map: 

http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/187981/galerie-kartenmaterial-tuerkei , access 14.7.2016 

Muturzikin Maps (2008): Asian Linguistic Maps: Turkey & Cyprus, map: 

http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm, access 14.7.2016 

Universität Tübingen (1990): Vorderer Orient. Ethnische Gruppen – die emische Perspektive. Tübinger Atlas des 

Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag 

Textual sources: 

CIA – factbook (9.8.2016): Turkey. People and Society, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook/geos/tu.html, access 19.8.2016  

Hürriyet Daily News (28.2.2011): Yörük at heart: Keeping the nomad heritage alive, 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/default.aspx?pageid=438&n=yoruk-2011-02-22, access 19.8.2016 

Library of Congress/Chapin Metz, Helen (1995): Turkey: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library of 

Congress, http://countrystudies.us/turkey/27.htm, access online 14.7.2016 

LookLex Encyclopaedia (n.a.): Turkey – peoples, http://looklex.com/e.o/turkey.peoples.htm, access 14.7.2016  

The New Arab (8.6.2015): Turkey's ethnic make-up: A complex melting pot, 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/politics/2015/6/8/turkeys-ethnic-make-up-a-complex-melting-pot, access 

19.8.2016  

 

Azeris, Turkmens 

Maps: 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2006-2015): Ethnic Groups of the Middle East, 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Ethnic_lg.png, access 4.8.2016 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Ethnic_lg.png
http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/187981/galerie-kartenmaterial-tuerkei
http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/default.aspx?pageid=438&n=yoruk-2011-02-22
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/27.htm
http://looklex.com/e.o/turkey.peoples.htm
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/politics/2015/6/8/turkeys-ethnic-make-up-a-complex-melting-pot
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Ethnic_lg.png
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Kämmer-Kartographie (2014): Türkei – Bevölkerungsgruppen. Berlin, map: 

http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/187981/galerie-kartenmaterial-tuerkei , access 14.7.2016 

Muturzikin Maps (2008): Asian Linguistic Maps: Turkey & Cyprus, map: 

http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm, access 14.7.2016 

Universität Tübingen (1990): Vorderer Orient. Ethnische Gruppen – die emische Perspektive. Tübinger Atlas des 

Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag 

Textual sources:  

Library of Congress/Chapin Metz, Helen (1995): Turkey: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library of 

Congress, http://countrystudies.us/turkey/27.htm, access online 14.7.2016 

LookLex Encyclopaedia (n.a.): Azerbaijanis, http://looklex.com/e.o/azerbaijanis.htm, access 14.7.2016 

 

Caucasian peoples  

Maps: 

Linguarium Atlas/Koryakov, Y.B. (2002): Caucasian Languages in Turkey, Linguarium – Atlas of the Languages of 

the World (ALW), map: http://lingvarium.org/maps/caucas/18-turkey.gif, access 14.7.2016 

Muturzikin Maps (2008): Asian Linguistic Maps: Turkey & Cyprus, map: 

http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm, access 14.7.2016 

Universität Tübingen (1990): Vorderer Orient. Ethnische Gruppen – die emische Perspektive. Tübinger Atlas des 

Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag 

Textual sources: 

Encyclopaedia Britannica/Gamkrelidze, Thomas V. (n.a.): Caucasian languages, 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Caucasian-languages, access 14.7.2016  

Encyclopaedia Britannica (n.a.): Caucasian peoples, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Caucasian-peoples, access 

14.7.2016 

GeoCurrents/Martin W. Lewis (24.1.2012): The Politics of Genocide Claims and the Circassian Diaspora, 

http://www.geocurrents.info/historical-geography/the-politics-of-genocide-claims-and-the-circassian-

diaspora#ixzz3jw3l20vV, access 14.7.2016 

Library of Congress/Chapin Metz, Helen (1995): Turkey: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library of 

Congress, http://countrystudies.us/turkey/30.htm, access online 14.7.2016 

LookLex Encyclopaedia (n.a.): Laz, http://looklex.com/e.o/laz.htm, access 14.7.2016 

LookLex Encyclopaedia (n.a.): Turkey/peoples, http://looklex.com/e.o/turkey.peoples.htm, access 14.7.2016  

Minority Rights Group International (n.a.): Turkey – Caucasians, http://minorityrights.org/minorities/caucasians/ , 

access 14.7.2016 

Minority Rights Group International (n.a.): Turkey – Laz, http://minorityrights.org/minorities/laz/, access 14.7.2016 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (9.6.1998): Turkey: Laz Minority Passive In Face Of Assimilation, 

http://www.rferl.org/content/article/1088963.html, access 14.7.2016  

Van Bruinessen, Martin (1996): Kurds, Turks and the Alevi revival in Turkey, 

http://dspace.library.uu.nl/bitstream/handle/1874/20749/bruinessen_96_kurdsturksandthealevi.pdf?sequence=1, 

access 14.7.2016 

http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/187981/galerie-kartenmaterial-tuerkei
http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/27.htm
http://looklex.com/e.o/azerbaijanis.htm
http://lingvarium.org/maps/caucas/18-turkey.gif
http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Caucasian-languages
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Caucasian-peoples
http://www.geocurrents.info/historical-geography/the-politics-of-genocide-claims-and-the-circassian-diaspora#ixzz3jw3l20vV
http://www.geocurrents.info/historical-geography/the-politics-of-genocide-claims-and-the-circassian-diaspora#ixzz3jw3l20vV
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/30.htm
http://looklex.com/e.o/laz.htm
http://looklex.com/e.o/turkey.peoples.htm
http://minorityrights.org/minorities/caucasians/
http://minorityrights.org/minorities/laz/
http://www.rferl.org/content/article/1088963.html
http://dspace.library.uu.nl/bitstream/handle/1874/20749/bruinessen_96_kurdsturksandthealevi.pdf?sequence=1
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Kurds, including Zaza  

Maps: 

APA/dpa, in Der Standard (14.9.2015): Cizre erwacht aus dem Bürgerkrieg, 

http://derstandard.at/2000022158029/Die-Kurdenstadt-Cizre-erwacht-aus-dem-Buergerkrieg , access 14.7.2016  

Arte/Der Freitag (n.a.): (Religionsgruppen und Volksgruppen in der Türkei), http://monde-arabe.arte.tv/wp-

content/uploads/karte.jpg, access 4.8.2016  

Atelier de cartographie de Sciences Po (2007): Zones de peuplement kurde, source: McDowall, David: A Modern 

History of the Kurds, London, Tauris, 1996 and http://www.kurdish.com/kurdistan/maps/index.htm, map: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mideaststrategy/3979945939/, access 14.7.2016  

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2011-2015): Primary Languages of Islamic World, map: 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Languages_Islam_lg.png, access 14.7.2016  

Geocurrents (2012):Abkhaz-Adyghean languages in Turkey, http://geocurrents.info/wp-

content/uploads/2012/01/Circassians-in-Turkey-Map.jpg, access 3.8.2016  

I.B. Tauris (n.a.): Description of the book “The Zaza Kurds of Turkey: A Middle Eastern Minority in a Globalised 

Society” by Mehmed S. Kaya, 

http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20

groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%2

0Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BE

A69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D, access 19.8.2016 

Kämmer-Kartographie (2014): Kurdengebiete im Nahen Osten, map: 

http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/185907/der-

kurdenkonflikt?type=galerie&show=image&i=187987, access 14.7.2016 

Millicumhuriyet (6.6.2011): Ethnische Zusammensetzung in der Türkei, map: 

https://millicumhuriyet.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/tc3bcrkiye-etnik-haritasc4b1.png, access 14.7.2016  

Muturzikin Maps (2008): Asian Linguistic Maps: Turkey & Cyprus, map: 

http://www.muturzikin.com/cartesasie/11.htm, access 14.7.2016 

Textual sources: 

Encyclopaedia Britannica/Yapp, Malcolm Edward (n.a.): Turkey, 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Turkey/Settlement-patterns#toc44467, access 14.7.2016  

Library of Congress/Chapin Metz, Helen (1995): Turkey: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library of 

Congress, http://countrystudies.us/turkey/28.htm, access online 14.7.2016 

Minority Rights Group International (n.a.): Kurds, http://minorityrights.org/minorities/kurds-2/, access 14.7.2016  

Van Bruinessen, Martin (n.a.): The Ethnic Identity of the Kurds in Turkey, 

http://www.let.uu.nl/~martin.vanbruinessen/personal/publications/Bruinessen_Ethnic_identity_Kurds.pdf, access 

14.7.2016  

 

Arabs  

Maps: 

http://derstandard.at/2000022158029/Die-Kurdenstadt-Cizre-erwacht-aus-dem-Buergerkrieg
http://monde-arabe.arte.tv/wp-content/uploads/karte.jpg
http://monde-arabe.arte.tv/wp-content/uploads/karte.jpg
http://www.kurdish.com/kurdistan/maps/index.htm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mideaststrategy/3979945939/
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Languages_Islam_lg.png
http://geocurrents.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Circassians-in-Turkey-Map.jpg
http://geocurrents.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Circassians-in-Turkey-Map.jpg
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Society%20%20social%20sciences/Society%20%20culture%20general/Social%20groups/Ethnic%20studies/Ethnic%20minorities%20%20multicultural%20studies/The%20Zaza%20Kurds%20of%20Turkey%20A%20Middle%20Eastern%20Minority%20in%20a%20Globalised%20Society.aspx?menuitem=%7BEA69BEAB-48EF-405B-85E6-49507B3910BF%7D
http://www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/tuerkei/185907/der-kurdenkonflikt?type=galerie&show=image&i=187987
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Comments 

There are no official figures concerning ethnic groups in Syria. According to CIA-factbook 90.3 percent of the 

Syrian population are ethnic Arabs. The remaining 9.7 percent are mainly Kurds and Armenians. Michael Martens 

estimates that about 10 percent of the Syrian population is Kurdish. According to Michael Izady, 8.9 percent of the 

Syrian population are Kurds, 1.9 percent are Armenians, 0.7 percent are Turkmens and 0.5 percent are 

Circassians. It follows from this source that about 89 percent are ethnic Arabs. Furthermore, there are Aramaic, 

and Assyrian groups as well as Palestinian refugees. 

The Syrian population is very heterogeneously in terms of ethnic and linguistic diversity. Due to this and because 

of partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of ethnic and 

linguistic groups are/used to be prior to March 2011. Especially in urban centers the ethnic / linguistic composition 

may differ significantly from the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this heterogeneity on this type of 

map.  

Arabic is the only official language in Syria. In part, the various minorities have adapted linguistically and are 

speaking Arabic as a second language.    
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Center for Security Studies - CSS ETH Zürich (12.11.2012): THE SYRIAN CIVIL WAR: BETWEEN ESCALATION 

AND INTERVENTION, map: http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/CSS-Analysis-124-EN.pdf, access 

23.4.2015 

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015): 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary_lg.png, access 22.4.2015 

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015): Map: Syria - Linguistic Composition, 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Languages_summary_lg.png, access 22.4.2015 

Ethnologue Languages of the World (2012): Jordan and Syria – Language Families, 

http://www.ethnologue.com/map/JOSY, access 30.4.2015 

Fartacek, Gebhard (13.4.2015): Kartographische Darstellung zur Verbreitung der größten 

Religionsgemeinschaften in der ARS - Eigene Darstellung in Anlehnung an Wirth, via email 13.4.2015 

New York Times, based on Michael Izady (28.6.2012): A Sectarian Patchwork, map: 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html?_r=0, access 

22.4.2015 

Spiegel Online (23.9.2012): Karte: Konfessionen in Syrien, (primary source: Fragile States Ressource Center 

2012), http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html, access 22.4.2015 

Wirth, Eugen (1971): Syrien, Eine geographische Landeskunde. Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt, 

map: Verbreitung der wichtigsten Religions- und Sprachgemeinschaften 

Worldmap Harvard, Layer „Narodov_Mira_GREG”: http://worldmap.harvard.edu/, This ethnicity dataset (GREG) is 

a digital version of the paper Soviet Narodov Mira atlas created in 1964. In 2010 the GREG (Geo-referencing of 

ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to create a GIS (Geographic 

Information Systems) version of the atlas. This article describes the creation of the GIS version: 

http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmann10greg.pdf This page is the source of the download for this data 

layer: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg  
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access 22.4.2015  

CIA - Central Intelligence Agency: Syria Country Profile, map: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
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Jordi Tejel (2009):  Syria's Kurds: History, politics and society, Routledge, Frontispiece map 1 and 2  
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http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmann10greg.pdf This page is the source of the download for this data 
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ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to create a GIS (Geographic 

Information Systems) version of the atlas. This article describes the creation of the GIS version: 
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Syria – Religious and sectarian groups 

Comments 

There are few official figures concerning religious groups in Syria. According to CIA-factbook the official figure of 
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because of the partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of 
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are mostly speaking Kurdish dialects, whereas the Shabaks are speaking various languages/dialects like 
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Iraq – Religious and sectarian groups 

Comments 

The Iraqi population is very heterogeneous in terms of religious and sectarian affiliation. Due to this and because 

of partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of religious groups 

are/used to be prior to spring 2014. Especially in urban centers the religious composition may differ significantly 

from the religious composition of the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this heterogeneity on this 

type of map.   

Due to the advance of extremist Islamist groups such as the “Islamic State” in summer 2014 and the subsequent 

armed conflict, the religious and sectarian composition of the Iraqi society has been subjected to drastic changes 

at the time of creating this map. But even prior to summer 2014 the figures of various sources concerning the 

religious and sectarian makeup of Iraq differ significantly. This is due to the shifts in the religious and sectarian 

composition of various Iraqi regions since 2003 (accelerating since 2006). E.g. according to CIA-factbook the 

official figure of the Muslim population (as of year 2010) is 99 percent of the total Iraqi population – Shia Muslims: 

60-65 percent, Sunni Muslims (including Kurdish Sunnis): 32-37 percent. According to CIA-factbook there are 

only 0.8 percent Christians, whereas according to Izady’s figures (from 2014) there are around 4 percent 

Christians in Iraq. Following Izady’s figures there are about 2 percent Yezidi, Shabak and Kaka’i (shown as one 

group in the map for better overview), the rest (around 94 percent) are Muslims – 61 percent Shia Muslims, 33 

percent Sunni Muslims. Due to the methodological challenges posed by the dispersion of Christian communities 

in Northern Iraq (highly dispersed with concentrations in cities), not all of the main Christian settlements could be 

shown in this map.  

Identification by religious or ethnic affiliation might vary within a group and external attributions of religious or 

ethnic affiliation might differ from self-perception, too. For example, external perception might regard Yezidi 

religion as a “heretic” sect of Islam while Yezidi regard themselves as members of a religion in its own right - not 

as a former Islamic sect. Moreover, members of the Yezidi community regard themselves either as Kurds or just 

as a distinct ethno-religious minority and some might regard themselves as Arabs as there is a small Arabic 

speaking Yezidi community. 
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The official languages of Pakistan are Urdu and English, although the majority of the population does not speak 

these languages as their mother tongue. In 2015, the Supreme Court ordered the government to adopt only Urdu 

as official language. According to CIA-factbook, the main languages being spoken in Pakistan are the following: 

48 percent Punjabi, 12 percent Sindhi, 10 percent Saraiki (Punjabi variant), 8 percent Pashto, 8 percent Urdu, 3 

percent Balochi, 2 percent Hindko and one percent Brahui. English is used as a lingua franca. The remaining 8 

percent refer to other languages.  
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USDOS). According to USDOS, the number of Yarsan in Iran is up to one million. Other sources state that Yarsan 
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number in Libya range from 10.000 to several hundred thousand (which is not a very realistic number according 

to an expert). The Tebu, also commonly written as Toubou or Tabu, inhabit the border area of Libya, Chad and 

Niger (especially Tibesti mountains). Estimates on their numbers range from 120.000 to several hundred 

thousand in all three countries, in Libya there live an estimated 50.000 Tebu/Toubou.  

Furthermore, there are an estimated 700.000 to one million migrants living in Libya (IOM 2016), mainly originating 

from Egypt, Niger, Sudan, Nigeria, Bangladesh, Syria and Mali. Tebu/Toubou and migrants from Sub-Saharan 

Africa are often called “Black Libyans”. Black African migrants are called “Tawerghans”. Not only the division of 
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Ibadi Muslims account for less than one percent of the population and belong mainly to the Berber ethnic minority. 
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religions and others amount to less than 0.1 percent respectively. 0.2 percent of the population is religiously 

unaffiliated. According to the USDOS 2015 Report on Religious Freedom, there are also very small numbers of 
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fact that western diplomatic missions were evacuated from Tripoli in July 2014, there are no reliable sources on 

the number of foreign workers remaining in Libya.  

Although Ibadi Muslims account for less than one percent of the total Libyan population, they are depicted on this 

map in order to enhance the informative value. Furthermore, the settlement area of Ibadi Muslims in Libya is 

precisely known (Nafusa Mountains). The Christian minority, despite numbering up to 3 percent of the population, 

does not have a precise settlement area; they live mainly in the cities along the coast. The faith of some Sunni 

Muslims (e.g. Tebu/Toubou) may also contain other elements (e.g. pre-Islamic, Sudanese or West African). In 

Libya, Islam is the official religion.  
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6. North Africa 2 

Comments 

There may be ethnic minorities that are not shown on this map. Further information is provided in the comments 

concerning each country.  

Beduins are depicted as Arabs, because their settlement area is not defined in the respective countries. To 

increase the informative value of the map and because the majority of sources do so, the Tuareg, a nomadic 

Berber ethnic group with an own independent culture, are depicted separately from other Berbers. All groups of 

Berbers (also called Imazighen, speaking various Berber dialects), with the exception of Tuareg, are shown as 

one group. Some of the Berbers living in Algeria and Morocco are the Kabyle in the North of Algeria, Chaouia in 

the Aurés Mountains, the Chenoua, and the Rif in Morocco and the Ishelhiyen in the Atlas Mountains. Other 

Berber languages are Tachawit, Tumzabt, Tagargrent and Taznatit. The Tuareg speak Tamasheq. Although they 

do not account for one percent of Tunisia’s population, Berbers are shown in all three countries (Tunisia, Algeria, 

and Morocco).  

When creating the maps showing ethnic and religious minorities in North Africa, the methodology was slightly 

changed. On the other maps, a minority was depicted if it accounted for more than one percent of the country’s 

total population or if it accounted for more than one percent of the total population in a neighboring country that is 
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also shown on the map. Due to the specific demographic situation in North African countries, the methodology 

was adapted and the one-percent-limit was abandoned. In order to increase the informative value of the work, on 

the maps concerning North African countries relevant ethnic and religious minorities are also shown if their 

settlement area can be defined and even if they constitute less than one percent of the population.  

Due to large nomadic populations, the settlement areas of some ethnic groups can be shown only in a simplified 

way. The number of nomadic peoples living in a specific country at a given moment is, due to their nomadic 

lifestyle, regularly changing places and crossing borders, mostly unknown or based on rough estimates.  

In North Africa a clear distinction between the groups of Berbers and Arabs is mostly not possible. Many 

Tunisians, Algerians and Moroccans are descendants of Berbers, but identify as Arabs. The majority of the 

populations have been Arabized and Islamized and thus the category “Arabs, arabized Berbers and Arab-

Berbers” has been named as such. It can be assumed that the population of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 

consists of a mixture of Arab, Berber, European and sub-Saharan African elements.  

There may be religious minorities that are not shown on this map. Further information is provided in the 

comments concerning each country.  

Almost the entire population of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia are Sunni Muslims. In the past, Berbers had their 

own pre-Islamic religion; nowadays they adhere to Islam. The sparsely populated areas are based on Michael 

Izadys maps.   

When creating the maps showing ethnic and religious minorities in North Africa, the methodology was slightly 

changed. On the other maps, a minority was depicted if it accounted for more than one percent of the country’s 

total population or if it accounted for more than one percent of the total population in a neighboring country that is 

also shown on the map. Due to the specific demographic situation in North African countries, the methodology 

was adapted and the one-percent-limit was abandoned. In order to increase the informative value of the work, on 

the maps concerning North African countries relevant ethnic and religious minorities are also shown if their 

settlement area can be defined and even if they constitute less than one percent of the population.  
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Algeria – Ethnic and linguistic groups 

Comments 
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Morocco – Ethnic and linguistic groups 

Comments 

According to CIA-factbook, the total population of Morocco is 33,322,699 (2015 estimates). 99 percent of the 

population are Arab-Berbers, one percent are other ethnic groups. In North Africa, Morocco has the biggest 

amount of Berber speaking peoples. When depicting the Berbers in Marocco, two main sources were relied upon 

(Michael Izady, Fanack). Whenever both maps showed different areas of settlement, a compromise had to be 

found: areas that in both sources were depicted as inhabited by Berbers are shown as Berber settlement area. 

Areas that in one source where shown as inhabited by Berbers and in the other source as Arab-Berber mixed 

territory or non-Berber, are shown as Arab-Berber mixed territory.  

The territory of Western Sahara (also referred to as Southern Province by Morocco) is contested by Morocco and 

the Polisario Front (Popular Front for the Liberation of the Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro). The legal status of 

the territory and the issue of sovereignty are unresolved. A cease fire was implemented in 1991 by the UN 

Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO). Today, the Western part of the territory is controlled 

by Morocco. A narrow strip of land in the East, called “liberated zone” by the Polisario Front, is subject to the 

control of Polisario Front. Western Sahara is sparsely populated (estimated 600.000 inhabitants, mostly 

Moroccans). More than 90 percent of the population lives in the province of Laayoune. Sahrawi are the 

indigenous people of Western Sahara and combine Arab, Berber and sub-Saharan African elements. They speak 

the Arabic Hassaniya dialect and are therefore depicted as Arabs/Arabized Berbers/Arab-Berbers. Approximately 

160.000 Sahrawi people live in refugee camps near the Algerian town of Tindouf.  

The official languages of Morocco are Arabic and Tamazight (one of the Berber languages). French is widely 

spoken in the areas of business, government and diplomacy. The linguistic situation in Morocco is complex: The 

majority of Moroccans speaks at least 3 languages (Modern Standard Arabic, French, Moroccan Arabic dialect). It 

can be assumed that approximately 40 percent of the population are native speakers of Berber language.  
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