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Summary

The aim of this project is to promote the designation of Wetlands of International 

Importance in Japan, a contracting party to the Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance, especially as waterfowl habitat, also called the Ramsar 

Convention. 

Faced with the challenge of doubling the number of Ramsar sites in 2004, Japan 

actively worked towards the selection and designation of new sites. In the years that 

followed, the introduction of new criteria for site designation as well as a greater 

recognition of the importance of rice paddies greatly expanded the framework for 

designation in Japan. As a result, the need arose to first update the list of potential sites 

based on the latest information on, for example migratory waterbird numbers, and also 

to consider new sites to meet evolving criteria. Furthermore, “The Third National 

Biodiversity Strategy of Japan” approved by the Cabinet in 2007 states that the 

Japanese government will attempt to designate 10 more Ramsar sites by the 11th

Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties to Ramsar Convention (COP11) to 

be convened in 2012. 

This project is commissioned by the Wildlife Division of the Nature Conservation 

Bureau, Ministry of the Environment to the Non-Profit Organization Wetlands 

International Japan (WIJ). WIJ is responsible for organizing review meetings, 

providing necessary liaison and coordination services and summarizing the results of 

meetings.  

During the 2009 fiscal year, two review meetings were held on 4 February and 4 March, 

2010 attended by a multidisciplinary panel of 9 specialists. During these meetings, 

criteria and procedures for the selection of potential sites were re-examined then 

updated. The list of potential sites was then updated based on the current state of 

pre-existing candidate sites as well as the addition of new ones.  
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