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What is Eurostat?

• The statistical office of the European Union

• Mission: to be the leading provider of high 
quality statistics on Europe.

• A General Directorate of the European 
Commission - Commissioner Marianne 
Thyssen

• The central institution of the European 
Statistical System - a network of National 
Statistical Institutes from all EU and EFTA 
Countries - based in Luxembourg - ~ 800 
staff 
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Responsibilities of Eurostat

• Collect data from NSIs

• Harmonise methods, definitions & 
classifications

• Compile European aggregates – EU & Euro 
area

• Disseminate statistics 
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What is GISCO? - triple role

"GISCO is a permanent service of Eurostat that answers the 
needs of Eurostat and the European Commission for 
geographical information at the level of the European Union 
(EU), its Member States and regions."

• Service provider for Eurostat

• Service provider for the European Commission (and the EU)

• Coordination and partnership with Member States
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http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:Eurostat
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Commission_(EC)
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Union_(EU)
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Service provider for the 
Commission/EU

• Chair of two coordination committees (technical 
and strategic) – the COGI

• Provision of corporate data and services
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The Commission Interservice Group 
on Geographic Information COGI 

• Ensure consistent and effective use 
of GI across all services

• Coordination of data acquisition 
and creation activities

• Coordination of the EC GIS 
software portfolio

• Coordination of the INSPIRE 
implementation within the 
Commission

• Ensure sharing of information and 
expertise on GI within the 
Commission
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Provision of corporate data and services -
the GISCO geographical reference data base

Mid-scale data on:

• Administrative and statistical 
areas

• Hydrography and
transport

• Land cover/land use

• Population distribution

-> Notion of reference and official

-> should support all possible use 
cases (mapping and analysis)
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GISCO tools and 
services

• Map making (paper and 
online)

• Internet atlases

• Geospatial services 
(background maps, 
geocoding, …)

• Spatial analysis

• INSPIRE services
EC GeoPortal
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Examples : Internal Geoportal of 
the EC – Population Grid –
Statistical Atlas 
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Merging Statistics and Geospatial 
Information - Background

• ..progress towards an integrated information 
system combining statistical and geospatial 
information system for policy makers, 
researchers, spatial planners, and other users of 
public, authoritative statistical and geospatial 
data.

• .. in cooperation with NSI  we operate the action 
of the ESS "Merging Statistics and Geospatial 
Information"

• Time Frame: since 2012 …… 
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Merging Statistics and Geospatial 
Information - Objectives

• Sharing knowledge developed in the NSI towards 
the wider community

• Provide overview of implementation of GI 
together with statistical application

• Identify a set of issues for further guidance for 
future developments

• Lots of questions/Discussion/ follow up actions
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BR Geo processing 
Methodology

Source: Statistics Portugal
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Mobile 
Phone in 
Slovenia 

Source: Statistics Slovenia

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-statistical-books/-/KS-01-16-691
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Rome, 2012 – arrivals from India

Immigration
in Italy

Source: Statistics Italy
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TJS

Table
Geoservices

OGC-TJS in the NL/SI/FI

Source: Statistics Slovenia Netherlands
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OGC-TJS in the NL/SI/FI
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CROATIAN POPULATION GRID 2011

Source: Statistics Croatia



The EFGS 2016 Paris 
Conference – 15.-17.11.2016
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Wrap up

• GIS and Statistics are better than complementary

• GISCO coordinating geospatial information use 
within the European Commission, contact point 
for other EU institutions and bodies regarding 
geospatial information, coordinator of geospatial 
information for statistics within the EU

• Frameworks: INSPIRE, statistics and SDGs, UN-
GGIM - Priority of geo-enable socio-economic-
environmental data
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Vision without action 
is a daydream. 
Action without vision 
is a nightmare.

Lars Henrik Backer


