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3-002-0000
PRESIDENZA: ROBERTA METSOLA
President

1. Ftuh tas-seduta

3-004-0000

(The sitting opened at 9.03)

2.  State of the Union (debate)

3-006-0000
President. — Good morning to all of you, dear colleagues. First of all, [ am pleased to welcome the
President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, to Parliament for the annual State
of the European Union address. It is also very much a special honour to have Olena Zelenska with
us on this important day.

Dear Olena, we are with you and with the Ukrainian people. We are here today against an
alarming backdrop of an illegal, unjustifiable invasion of sovereign Ukraine. High inflation,
electricity and energy price rises, a climate catastrophe, increased food insecurity and a fast-
emerging cost of living crisis. I think our message today will be that Europe will respond. And to
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underline how to do that, it is my pleasure to give the floor to the President of the European
Commission to deliver her 2022 State of the European Union Address.

Dear Ursula, the floor is yours.

3-007-0000
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, my
fellow Europeans, never before has this Parliament debated the State of our Union with war raging
on European soil. And we all remember that fateful morning in late February. Europeans from
across our Union woke up dismayed by what they saw, shaken by the resurgent and ruthless face
of evil. Haunted by the sounds of sirens and the sheer brutality of war.

But from that very moment on a whole continent has risen in solidarity. At the border crossings
where refugees found shelter. In our streets, filled with Ukrainian flags. In the classrooms, where
Ukrainian children made new friends.

From that very moment, Europeans neither hid nor hesitated. They found the courage to do the
right thing. And from that very moment, our Union as a whole has risen to the occasion.

Fifteen years ago, during the financial crisis, it took us years to find lasting solutions. A decade
later, when the global pandemic hit, it took us only weeks. But this year, as soon as Russian troops
crossed the border into Ukraine, our response was united, determined and immediate.

And I think we can be proud of that.
(Applause)

We have brought Europe’s inner strength back to the surface. And we will need all of this strength.
The moments ahead of us will not be easy, be it for families who are struggling to make ends meet,
or businesses who are facing tough choices concerning their future.

And let us be very clear, much is at stake. Not just for Ukraine but for all of Europe and the world
at large. And we will be tested. Tested by those who had to exploit any kind of divisions between
us. And this is not only a war unleashed by Russia against Ukraine, this is also a war on our
energy, it's a war on our economy, it's a war on our values. It is a war on our future. It is about
autocracy against democracy.

And I stand here with the conviction that with the necessary courage and with the necessary
solidarity, Putin will fail and Ukraine and Europe will prevail.

(Applause)

Today courage has a name, and that name is Ukraine. Courage has a face, and that face is the face
of Ukrainian men and women who are standing up to the Russian aggression.

[ remember a moment in the early weeks of the invasion when the First Lady of Ukraine, Olena
Zelenska, gathered the parents of Ukrainian children killed by the invader. Hundreds of families
for whom the war will never end, and for whom life will never go back to what it was before.

We saw the First Lady leading a silent crowd of heartbroken mothers and fathers, and hang small
bells in the trees, one for every fallen child. And now these bells will ring forever in the wind, and
forever, the innocent victims of this war will live in our memories.
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And yes, she is here with us today.

My dear Olena Zelenska, it took immense courage to resist Putin’s cruelty. But you found the
courage. And a nation of heroes has risen. Today, Ukraine stands strong because an entire country
has fought street by street and house by house. And we are seeing in the last days the bravery of
the Ukrainians is paying off.

Ukraine stands strong because people like your husband, President Zelensky, have stayed in Kyiv
to lead the resistance — together with you and your children. You have given courage to a whole
nation.

(Applause)
You have given a voice to your people on a global stage. You have given hope to all of us.

So today we want to thank you and all Ukrainians. Glory to a country of European heroes. Slava
Ukrainil

(Applause)

Europe’s solidarity with Ukraine will remain unshakeable. From day one on, Europe has stood at
Ukraine’s side — with weapons, with funds, with hospitality for refugees, and with the toughest
sanctions the world has ever seen.

Russia’s financial sector is on life-support. We have cut off three quarters of Russia’s banking
sector from international markets. Nearly one thousand international companies have left the
country. The production of cars fell by 75% compared to last year. Aeroflot is grounding planes
because there are no more spare parts. The Russian military is taking chips from dishwashers and
refrigerators to fix their military hardware, because there are no semiconductors anymore.
Russia’s industry is in tatters.

(Applause)

And it is the Kremlin that has put Russia’s economy on the path of oblivion. That is the price for
Russia’s and Putin’s trail of death and destruction. And I want to make it very clear, the sanctions
are here to stay. This is the time for us having resolve and not for appeasement. This has to be very
clear.

(Applause)

The same is true for our financial support for Ukraine. So far Team Europe have provided more
than EUR 19 billion in financial assistance, and this is without counting the military support. And
we are in it for the long haul.

Ukraine’s reconstruction will require massive resources. For instance, Russian strikes have
damaged or destroyed more than 70 schools. Half a million Ukrainian children have started their
school year in the European Union, but many other Ukrainian children simply do not have a
classroom to go to.
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And you told me yesterday, dear Olena, that everyday when the parents are sending the children
to school they don't only give them the school bag but also an emergency bag with water, with
food, with band aids, with medical supplies, with socks and underwear to change. Just imagine
you send in the morning your child to school and you do not know whether you are going to be
reunited in the afternoon after school.

So my dear Olena, I am announcing that we will work with you to support the rehabilitation of
damaged Ukrainian schools. We will provide what you need, this is EUR 100 million, because the
future of Ukraine begins in the schools and with the children.

(Applause)

We will not only support financially but also empower Ukraine to make the most of its potential.
Ukraine has already a rising tech hub and is home to many very young smart companies. So I
want us to mobilise the full power of our single market to help accelerate growth and create
opportunities.

Please remember in March we connected successfully Ukraine to our electricity grid. It was
planned for 2024 — we did it in two weeks only. And today, Ukraine is exporting electricity to the
European Union. So  want to significantly expand this mutually beneficial trade.

We have already suspended import duties on Ukrainian exports to the EU. We will bring Ukraine
into our European free roaming area — it’s really time to do that now. Our solidarity lanes are a big
success. And building on all that, the Commission will work with Ukraine to go a step further and
to ensure a seamless access to the single market of the European Union.

Our single market is one of Europe’s greatest success stories —and you know the power that lies in
the single market. So now it is time to make it a success story for our Ukrainian friends, too. And
this is why today I am going to Kyiv to discuss all this with President Zelensky and to show him
what the single market is as a potential for Ukraine’s future too.

(Applause)

My honourable Members, one lesson from this war is that we should have listened to those who
know Putin. To Anna Politkovskaya and all the Russian journalists who exposed the crimes, and
paid the ultimate price. To our friends in Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and the opposition in
Belarus. We should have listened to the voices inside our Union — in Poland, in the Baltics, and all
across Central and Eastern Europe.

They have been telling us for years that Putin would not stop. And they acted accordingly.

Our friends in the Baltics have worked hard to end their dependency on Russia. They have
invested heavily in renewable energy, in LNG terminals, in interconnectors.

They experienced that, yes, this comes at a cost, but dependency on Russian fossil fuels comes at a
much much higher price. So we have to get rid of this dependency all over Europe.

As you know, we therefore agreed to joint storage. We are now at 84% now — that’s good, we are
overshooting our target. But unfortunately this will not be enough. We have to diversify away
from Russia to reliable suppliers like the United States, Norway, Algeria and others.
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Two figures are very interesting. Last year, Russian gas accounted for 40% of our gas imports.
Today it's down to 9%. But we also see that Russia keeps actively manipulating our energy market.
I mean they prefer to flare the gas instead of sending it to Europe according to the contracts that
are existing. So this market is not functioning anymore.

In addition the climate crisis is heavily weighing on our bills. Heat waves have boosted electricity
demand. Droughts shut down hydro and nuclear plants. And as a result, prices have risen by more
than 10 times compared to before the pandemic.

Making ends meet is becoming a source of anxiety for millions of businesses and households in
the European Union. But we also see how Europeans are coping with this challenge. Think of the
workers in ceramics factories in central Italy who have decided to move their shifts to early
morning to benefit from lower energy prices.

And just imagine the mothers and fathers among those workers having to leave home early, when
the kids are still sleeping, because of a war they have not chosen.

This is one example in a million of examples of Europeans adapting to the new reality. And I want
our Union to take example from its people. So reducing demand during peak hours will make
supply last longer, and it will bring prices down. This is why we are putting forward measures for
Member States to reduce their overall electricity consumption.

But then targeted support is needed. For enterprises, like the glass makers across Europe who can
no longer turn on their ovens. Or for single parents facing one daunting bill after the next if they
look at electricity. Millions of Europeans need support.

This is why we are proposing a cap on the revenues of companies that produce electricity at low
costs. These companies are making revenues they never accounted for, they never even dreamt of.
And don’t get me wrong, in our social market economy, profits are OK, they are good.

But in these times it is wrong to receive extraordinary record revenues and profits benefitting from
war and on the back of our consumers. In these times, profits must be shared and channelled to
those who need it most.

(Applause)

And there our proposal also includes the fossil fuel electricity producers who have to give a crisis
contribution and overall our proposal will raise more than EUR 140 billion for Member States to
cushion the blow directly.

These are all emergency and temporary measures we are working on, including our discussions on
gas price caps. We need to keep working on lower gas prices. So on the one hand we have to
ensure the security of supply. On the other hand we have to ensure global competitiveness. The
security of supply because the gas still has to come to the European Union, the energy overall. On
the other hand if it’s too expensive it's damaging our global competitiveness.

So we will develop with the Member States a set of measures to take into account the specific
nature of our relationship with suppliers — ranging from unreliable suppliers such as Russia to
reliable friends such as our Norwegian friends for example.
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I have agreed with Prime Minister Store to set up a task force so that teams work for this aim
together to look at how we are able to lower in a reasonable manner the price for gas.

Another important topic is on the agenda. Today our gas markets have changed dramatically —
from pipeline that we used to have in abundance mainly to increasing amounts of LNG. But the
benchmark used in the gas market — the so-called TTF — has not adapted.

So this is why the Commission will work on establishing a more representative benchmark for the
electricity trading that really reflects this change in the market we have seen.

At the same time we also know that energy companies are facing severe problems with liquidity in
electricity futures markets. We will work with the market regulators to ease these problems by
amending the rules on collaterals and by taking measures to limit intra-day price volatility. And
we will amend the temporary state aid framework in October to allow for the provision of state
guarantees, while preserving a level playing field.

This is very complex. This is not at all trivial. But I must say these are only the first steps, because
as we deal with this immediate crisis, we must also look forward and therefore my diagnosis is that
the current electricity market design that is based on the principle of merit order is not fit for
purpose anymore, it is not just for consumers anymore.

(Applause)

Consumers should reap the benefits of low-cost renewables — that must be the purpose. So we
have to decouple the dominant influence of gas on the price of electricity. This is why we will do a
deep and comprehensive reform of the electricity market.

Now, honourable Members, here is one important point. Half a century ago, in the 1970s, the
world faced another fossil fuel crisis. Some of us remember the car-free weekends to save energy.
Yet we kept driving on the same road. We did not get rid of our dependency on oil. And worse,
fossil fuels were even massively subsidised.

This was wrong, not just for the climate, but also for our public finances, and our independence as
we know today. And we are still paying the price for that.

Only a few visionaries understood that the real problem was the fossil fuels themselves, not their
price. Among them were our Danish friends. When the oil crisis hit, Denmark started to invest
heavily into harnessing the power of the wind. They laid the foundation for the global leadership
in the sector and created tens of thousands of new jobs.

This is the way to go. Not just a quick fix, but a change of paradigm, a leap into the future, and that
must be our principle today with this crisis too, honourable Members.

(Applause)

Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, la bonne nouvelle est que cette transformation nécessaire a
commencé. Elle a lieu en mer du Nord et en mer Baltique o1 les Etats membres ont massivement
investi dans les éoliennes en mer. Elle a lieu en Sicile, ou la plus grande usine solaire d’Europe
produira bientdt la toute derniere génération de panneaux solaires. Et elle a lieu dans le nord de
I'Allemagne, ot les trains régionaux roulent désormais a 'hydrogene vert.
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L’hydrogene peut changer la donne pour I'Europe. Nous pouvons passer du marché de niche au
marché de masse pour 'hydrogene. Et avec REPowerEU, nous avons doublé notre objectif:
produire 10 millions de tonnes d’hydrogeéne renouvelable dici 2030. Pour y parvenir, nous
devons créer un animateur de marché pour 'hydrogene afin de combler le déficit d'investissement
et de mettre en relation l'offre et la demande futures. C’est pourquoi je peux annoncer aujourd’hui
que nous allons créer une nouvelle banque européenne de 'hydrogene. Cette banque aidera a
garantir l'achat d’hydrogéne, notamment en utilisant les ressources du Fonds pour l'innovation;
elle pourra investir 3 milliards d’euros pour aider a construire le futur marché de I'hydrogene. Et
c’est ainsi que nous allons batir I'économie du futur. Cest cela notre pacte vert pour I'Europe.

Et nous avons tous vu au cours des derniers mois a quel point le pacte vert est important.
L’été 2022 restera dans les mémoires. Nous avons tous vu les rivieres asséchées, les foréts en feu, la
chaleur extréme. Et la situation est méme bien plus grave que cela. Jusqu'a présent, les glaciers des
Alpes ont servi de réserve d'urgence pour des rivieres comme le Rhin et le Rhone. Mais comme les
glaciers d’Europe fondent plus vite que jamais, les sécheresses futures seront beaucoup plus graves.
Nous devons travailler sans relache a I'adaptation climatique et faire de la nature notre premier
allié. Et c’'est pour cela que notre Union poussera pour un accord mondial ambitieux pour la
nature lors de la conférence des Nations unies sur la biodiversité qui se tiendra a Montréal cette
année, et nous ferons de méme lors de la COP 27 a Charm el-Cheikh.

Mais a court terme, nous devons aussi étre mieux équipés pour faire face au changement
climatique. Aucun pays ne peut lutter seul contre les phénomenes météorologiques extrémes et
leurs forces destructrices. Cet été, nous avons envoyé des avions de la Grece, de la Suede ou de
ITtalie pour combattre les incendies en France et en Allemagne. Mais comme ces événements
deviennent plus fréquents et plus intenses, 'Europe aura besoin de plus de capacités. Et c’est
pourquoi, aujourd’hui, jannonce que nous allons doubler notre capacité de lutte contre les
incendies. Au cours de l'année prochaine, 'Union européenne acheétera dix avions amphibies
légers et trois hélicopteres supplémentaires pour compléter notre flotte. Voila la solidarité
européenne en action.

Honourable Members, the last years have shown how much Europe can achieve when it is united.
After an unprecedented pandemic, our economic output overtook pre-crisis level in record time.
We went from having no vaccines to securing over 4 billion of these life-saving vaccines for
Europeans and for the whole world.

And in record time, we came up with SURE — so that people could stay in their jobs even if their
companies had run out of work. We were in the deepest recession since World War Two and we
achieved the fastest recovery since the post-war boom. And all that was possible because we all
rallied behind a common recovery plan.

Next Generation EU has been a boost of confidence for our economy. And its journey has only
just begun. So far, EUR 100 billion have been disbursed to Member States. This means EUR 700
billion still haven’t flown into our economy.

Next Generation EU will guarantee a constant stream of investment to sustain jobs and growth. It
means relief for our economy but, most importantly, it means renewal. It is financing new wind
turbines and solar parks, high-speed trains and energy-saving renovations. We conceived Next
Generation EU almost two years ago, and yet it is still exactly what Europe needs today.

So let’s stick to the plan and bring the money to the ground. It has to be delivered because it’s
necessary now as investment And, Honourable Members, the future of our children needs both
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that we invest in sustainability but also that we invest sustainably. We must finance the transition
to a digital and net-zero economy.

And yet, we also have to acknowledge a new reality of higher public debt. We need fiscal rules that
allow for strategic investment, while safeguarding fiscal sustainability; rules that are fit for the
challenges of this decade. And, therefore, in October, we will come forward with new ideas for our
economic governance.

Let me share a few basic principles with you. Member States should have more flexibility on their
debt-reduction path. But there should be more accountability on the delivery of what we have
agreed on. There should be simpler rules that all can follow to open the space for strategic
investments we needed and to give financial markets the confidence they need.

So let us chart once again a joint way forward, with more freedom to invest — that’s necessary —
more scrutiny on progress — what has been agreed has to be done — more ownership by Member
States and better results for citizens. So, in short, let’s rediscover the Maastricht spirit: stability and
growth can only go hand in hand.

Because, honourable Members, as we embark on this transition in our economy, we must rely on
the enduring values of the social market economy. It's the beautiful, simple idea that Europe’s
greatest strength lies in each and every one of us. Our social market economy encourages
everyone to excel, but it also takes care of the fragility as human beings. It covers the big risks of
life, like poverty, sickness, age. It rewards performance and guarantees protection. It opens
opportunities but it also sets limits.

And we need this today even more than ever. Because the strength of our social market economy
will drive the green and the digital transition. And our Achilles heel for the small and medium
enterprises are basically three things. It's do we have an enabling business environment? It’s the
question: do we have a workforce with the right skills? And do we have access to raw materials
our industry needs? These will be the three crucial questions to answer right now to have a future
with the model as I've described right now.

We must, for our SMEs, remove the obstacles that still hold them back. They must be at the centre
of this transformation, because they are the backbone of our industry and Europe’s long history of
industrial prowess. And they have always put their employees first, even, and especially, in times
of crisis.

But inflation and uncertainty are weighing especially hard on them. This is why we will put
forward an SME relief package. It will include a proposal for a single set of tax rules for doing
business in Europe, called BEFIT. It will make it easier to do business in our Union: less red tape,
better access to the dynamism of our continental market.

And, honourable Members, it is high time that we revise the Late Payment Directive, because it is
simply not fair that one in four bankruptcies — that’s 25% of all bankruptcies — are due to invoices
not being paid on time. This can’t be possible, for millions of family businesses we have to revise
this Late Payment Directive, this will be a lifeline in troubled waters.

Meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren Abgeordnete! Das zweite Thema ist das grofse Thema —
Mangel an Personal. Das ist eine grofle Herausforderung fiir Europa und Europas Unternehmen.
Die Zahl der Arbeitslosen ist so niedrig wie nie — 6,0 Prozent, 6 Prozent Arbeitslosigkeit! Das ist
gut. Aber gleichzeitig liegt die Zahl der offenen Stellen auf Rekordniveau. Lastwagenfahrer,
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Kellner, Flughafenpersonal, Krankenpfleger, Ingenieurinnen und Ingenieure, IT-Technikerinnen
und -Techniker, von Ungelernt bis Universitdtsabschluss — Europa braucht sie alle! Wir miissen
viel starker in Aus- und Weiterbildung investieren.

Dazu miissen wir mit den Unternehmen zusammenarbeiten, denn sie wissen am besten, welche
Fachkrifte sie heute brauchen, aber auch, welche Fachkrifte sie morgen brauchen. Wir miissen
diesen Bedarf viel besser in Einklang bringen mit den Zielen und den Wiinschen der
Arbeitsuchenden selbst fiir ihren Berufsweg. Wir haben dieses wunderbare grofle Instrument ESF.
Aber wir brauchen auf der anderen Seite auch eine Struktur, dass diese Gelder wirklich effektiv
eingesetzt werden konnen.

Ein Zweites ist auch wichtig: Wir miissen gezielter Fachkrifte aus dem Ausland anwerben, die hier
Unternehmen und Europas Wachstum stirken. Deshalb ist ein wichtiger Schritt, ihre
Qualifikationen — die konnen was, diese Menschen — in Europa besser und schneller
anzuerkennen. Das ist die Moglichkeit, Europa attraktiver zu machen fiir alle, die etwas konnen
und die sich einbringen wollen. Deshalb schlage ich vor — das ist ein Riesenthema, das kann man
nicht hier abhandeln —, ich schlage vor, dass wir das Jahr 2023 zum Europdischen Jahr der Aus-
und Weiterbildung machen. Lasst uns einen Schwerpunkt darauf setzen. Das ist jetzt der richtige
Schritt.

Meine Damen und Herren Abgeordnete! Der dritte Punkt, der so wichtig ist fiir unsere kleinen und
mittleren Unternehmen und unsere Industrie in Europa: Ganz unabhingig davon, ob wir iiber
maflgeschneiderte Chips fiir die virtuelle Realitdt sprechen — haben wir viel gemacht in diesem
Parlament— oder iiber Speicherzellen fiir Solaranlagen: Der Zugang zu Rohstoffen ist
entscheidend fir den Erfolg unserer Transformation zu einer nachhaltigen und digitalen
Wirtschaft. Lithium und Seltene Erden werden bald wichtiger sein als Ol und Gas. Allein unser
Bedarf an Seltenen Erden wird sich bis 2030 verfiinffachen. Einerseits ist es ein gutes Zeichen,
denn es zeigt, mit welchem Tempo wir beim europiischen Griinen Deal vorangehen. Das Problem
ist nur, dass derzeit ein einziges Land fast komplett den gesamten Markt beherrscht.

Wir miissen verhindern, dass wir erneut in eine Abhidngigkeit geraten, wie wir sie jetzt erleben bei
Gas und Ol. Dazu miissen viele Schritte getan werden. An diesem Punkt kommt auch unsere
Handelspolitik ins Spiel. Wir brauchen neue Partnerschaften, denn geografisch gibt es diese
Rohmaterialien nicht nur an einem Platz auf der Erde. Das heiflt, wir brauchen neue
Partnerschaften, nicht nur um unsere Wirtschaft zu stirken, sondern vor allen Dingen auch, um
unsere Interessen und unsere Werte global voranzubringen. Mit diesen gleichgesinnten Partnern
konnen wir auch auflerhalb unserer Grenzen Arbeitsstandards und Umweltstandards
verwirklichen und sichern. Das heifSt, wir brauchen neue Beziehungen zu neuen verlisslichen
Partnern in Wachstumsregionen. Ich werde daher die Abkommen mit Chile, Mexiko und
Neuseeland zur Ratifizierung vorlegen, und wir treiben die Verhandlungen mit Partnern wie
Australien und Indien voran. Wir miissen aus den Fehlern der Vergangenheit lernen.

But securing supplies is only a first step. The processing of these metals is just as critical. And
today, China controls the global processing industry. Almost 90% — 90% — of rare earths and 60%
of lithium are processed in China.

So we will identify strategic projects all along the supply chain, from extracting to refining, from
processing to recycling. And we will build up strategic reserves where supply is at risk. This is why
today I am announcing a European Critical Raw Materials Act.
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We know that this approach can work because remember, five years ago Europe launched the
batteries alliance. And soon two-thirds of the batteries we need we will produce here in Europe.
That's a big success story.

Last year, [ announced the European Chips Act and the first chips gigafactory will break ground in
the coming months. So we now need to replicate this success for raw materials. And this is also
why we will increase our financial participation in the important projects of common European
interest, the so-called IPCEIs.

And for the future, I will push to create a new European sovereignty fund, because we have to
make sure that the future of the industry is made in Europe.

Honourable Members, as we look around at the state of the world today, it can often feel like there
is a fading away of what once seemed so permanent. And in some ways the passing of Queen
Elizabeth II last week reminded us all of that. She is a legend.

(Applause)

She was a constant throughout the turbulent and transforming events in the last 70 years. Stoic
and steadfast in her service. But more than anything, she always found the right words for every
moment in time. From the calls she made to war evacuees in 1940 to her historic address during
the pandemic. She spoke not only to the heart of her nation, but to the soul of the whole world.

And when I think of the situation we are in today, her words at the height of the pandemic still
resonate with me. She said: ‘we will succeed — and that success will belong to every one of us’.

She always reminded us that our future is built on new ideas and founded in our oldest values.
Since the end of World War II, we have pursued the promise of democracy and of the rule of law.
And the nations of the world have built together an international system promoting peace and
security, justice and economic progress.

Today, this is the very target of Russian missiles. What we saw on the streets of Bucha, in the
scorched fields of grain and now in the gates of Ukraine’s largest nuclear plant, is not only a
violation of international rules, it is the deliberate attempt to discard them once and for all. That
we have to know. And this watershed moment in global politics calls for a rethink of our foreign
policy agenda.

This is the time to invest in the power of our democracies. This work begins with a core group of
our like-minded partners, our friends in every single democratic nation on the globe. We see the
world with the same eyes. We share the same values. And we should mobilise our collective power
to shape global goods. We should strive to expand the core of these democracies.

The most immediate way to do this is to deepen our ties and strengthen democracies on our
continent. This starts with those that are already on the path to our Union. We must be at their
side by every step and every day, because the path towards strong democracies and the path
towards our Union are one and the same.

And so I want the people of the Western Balkans, Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia to know —and I
think I speak in the name of this noble House — you are part of our family. You are the future of
our Union and in our Union. And our Union is not complete without you. This has to be the
message.
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(Applause)

And we have seen that there is a need to reach out to other countries of Europe beyond the
accession process. This is why I support the call for European political community, and we will set
out our ideas to the European Council. But our future also depends on our ability to engage
beyond the core of our democratic partners. Countries near and far share an interest in working
with us on the greatest challenges of this century, such as climate change and digitalisation.

And this is the main idea behind Global Gateway, the investment plan I announced last year right
at this place. It is already delivering on the ground. Together with our African partners we're
building two factories in Rwanda and Senegal to manufacture MRNA vaccines. So they will be
made in Africa, for Africa, with world-class technology. And we are now replicating this approach
across Latin America as a part of a larger engagement strategy that has to pick up now urgently.

All this requires investment on a global scale. So we will team up with our friends in the United
States and our friends in the G7 partners to make this happen. In this spirit, President Biden and I
will convene a leaders meeting to review and announce implementation projects for this
investment.

Honourable Members, this is part of our work of strengthening our democracies. But we should
not lose sight of the way foreign autocrats are targeting our own countries. Foreign entities are
funding institutions and institutes that undermine our values. The disinformation is spreading
from the Internet into the halls of our universities.

Earlier this year, the University of Amsterdam shut down an allegedly independent research centre
which was actually funded by Chinese entities. And this centre was publishing so-called research
on human rights, dismissing the evidence of forced labour camps for Uyghurs as ‘rumours’.

These lies are toxic for our democracies. And let’s think about this. We introduced legislation to
screen foreign direct investment in our companies for security reasons. That’s correct. That’s good
that we did it. But if we do that for our economy, shouldn’t we do the same for our values?

We need to better shield ourselves from online interference. And this is why we will present a
defence of democracy pact. It will bring forward covert foreign influence. It will shed the light on
shady funding. We will not allow any autocracy’s Trojan horses to attack our democracies from
within.

For more than 70 years, our continent has marched towards democracy. But the gains of our long
journey are not as short. And many of us have taken democracy for granted for too long.
Especially those who, like me, who have never experienced what it means to live under the fist of
an authoritarian regime.

Today we all see that we must fight for our democracies every single day, every single minute. We
must protect them both from the external threats they face, but also from the vice that corrodes

them from within. It is my Commission’s duty and the most noble role to protect the rule of law.

So let me assure you, we will keep insisting on judicial independence, and we will make sure that
we protect our budget through the conditionality mechanism.

(Applause)
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And today I would like to focus on corruption with all its faces. The face of foreign agents trying
to influence our political system. The face of shady companies or foundations abusing public
money. If we want to be credible when we ask candidate countries to strengthen their
democracies, we must also eradicate corruption at home.

(Applause)

And this is why in the coming year, the Commission will present measures to update our
legislative framework for fighting corruption. We will raise standards on offences such as illicit
enrichment, trafficking in influence and abuse of power beyond the more classic offenses such as
bribery. And we will also propose to include corruption in our human rights sanctions regime,
our new tool to protect our values abroad.

(Applause)

Honourable Members, our founders only meant to lay the first stone of this democracy. They
always thought that future generations would complete their work. And that’s true, we have to do
that. It's an ongoing process. ‘Democracy has not gone out of fashion, but it must update itself in
order to keep improving people’s lives’.

You will remember these words. These are the words of our friend David Sassoli — a great
European — democracy has not gone out of fashion, but it must update itself in order to keep
improving people’s lives. David Sassoli thought that Europe should always look for new horizons.

And through the adversity of these times, we have started to see what our new horizon might be.
A braver Union, closer to its people in times of needs. Bolder in responding to historic challenges
and the daily concerns of our Europeans. And to walk at their side when they deal with the big
trials of life.

This is why the Conference on the Future of Europe was so important. It was a sneak peek of a
different kind of citizens” engagement, well beyond election day. And after Europe listened to its
citizens’ voice, we now need to deliver. The citizens’ panels that were central to the Conference
will now become a regular feature of our democratic life.

And in the letter of intent that I have sent today to President Metsola and Prime Minister Fiala, I
have outlined a number of proposals for the year ahead that stem from the Conference on the
Future.

They include, for example, a new initiative on mental health. We should take much better care of
our friends and partners and beloved ones, and how many who are burdened with anxiety and
who are lost. Appropriate, accessible — accessible, that’s so important —and affordable support can
be life-saving.

We know that this support is not there today — accessible, affordable and appropriate support. So
we have to make sure with proposals on mental health that we really improve in this subject. It is

for some of our fellow Europeans life-saving.

(Applause)
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Honourable Members, democratic institutions must constantly gain and regain the citizens’ trust.
Just like Europeans did when millions of Ukrainians came knocking on their door. What we saw
was and is Europe at its best. A Union of determination and solidarity. But this determination and
drive for solidarity is still missing in our migration debate. Our actions towards Ukrainian refugees
must not be an exception.

(Applause)

They can be a blueprint for going forward. We need fair and quick procedures, a system that is
crisis-proof and quick to deploy, and a permanent and legally binding mechanism that ensures
solidarity. And at the same time, we need effective control of our external borders in line with the
respect of fundamental rights.

[ want a Europe that manages migration with dignity and respect. I want a Europe where all
Member States take responsibility for the challenges we all share. I want a Europe that shows
solidarity to all Member States. We have progress on the pact. We now have the roadmap, and we
now need the political will to move forward and to match.

Honourable Members, three weeks ago [ had an incredible opportunity of joining 1 500 young
people from all over Europe and all over the world that gathered in Taizé. They have very different
views. They come from very different countries. They speak different languages. They have
different backgrounds.

And yet, there’s something that connects them. They share a set of values and ideals. They believe
in these values. They are determined to reach them. They are passionate about something that is
larger than themselves. And this generation is a phenomenal generation. It’s a generation of
dreamers and makers.

And in my last State of the Union, I told you that I would like Europe to look more like these
young people. We should put their aspirations at the heart of everything we do. And the place for
this is in our founding treaties. Every action that our Union takes should be inspired by a very
simple principle — that we should do no harm to our children’s future and that we should leave the
world a better place for the next generation.

And therefore, honourable Members, I believe that it is time to enshrine solidarity between
generations in our treaties. It is time to renew the European promise. And we also need to improve
the way we do things and the way we decide things.

Some might say this is not the right time, but if we are serious about preparing for the world of
tomorrow, we must be able to act on the things that matter the most for people. And as we are
serious about a larger Union, we also have to be serious about reform. So as this Parliament has
called for, I believe the moment has arrived for a European Convention.

(Applause)

Honourable Members, they say ‘light shines brightest in the dark’. And that was certainly true for
the women and the children fleeing Russia’s bombs. They fled a country at war, filled with sadness
for what they had left behind and fear for what may lie ahead. But they were received with open
hearts and open arms by many, many citizens like Magdalena and Agnieszka. Two selfless young
women from Poland.
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As soon as they heard about trains full of refugees, they rushed to the Warsaw central station.
They started to organise. They set up a tent to assist as many people as possible. They reached out
to supermarket chains for food and to local authorities to organise buses, to hospitality centres. In
a matter of days they gathered 3 000 volunteers to welcome refugees 24/7.

Honourable Members, Magdalena and Agnieszka are here with us today. Please stand up.
(Applause)

Magdalena, stand up. Stand up.

(Prolonged applause)

Their story is about everything our Union stands and strives for. It is a story of heart, character and
solidarity. They showed everyone what Europeans can achieve when we rally around a common
cause. This is Europe’s spirit, a Union that stands strong together. A Union that prevails together.
Long live Europe.

(Applause)

3-012-0000
Manfred Weber, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President of the European Parliament,
Madam President of the European Commission, Madam Zelenska, Czech Presidency, dear
colleagues, last week the hemicycle in Brussels was full of young people. We organised this EPP
Group 4 Youth week at the beginning of the autumn session and during the discussion, Eva
Maydell, a young colleague of ours, spoke about a moving encounter during summer. She was in
Bulgaria, at a supermarket checkout, and there was a young lady. She didn’t speak Bulgarian very
well. She talked with her and she was a Ukraine refugee. Young, talented, she was excited to start
her university studies and then war, fleeing, losing loved ones, she was from Mariupol and ending
up in uncertainty. That is the brutal reality of Putin’s war. And, on the other hand, in my
constituency, I received a letter from a small bakery: after decades of baking Bavarian bread, he
wrote to me saying that he cannot survive with the high energy costs. The baker told me, ‘Putin is
a war criminal, no doubt about this, but how can I survive?'.

These two stories mark the challenge in front of us, and our EPP answer is: we need a winter of
solidarity. Solidarity, first of all, with Ukraine. More weapons, more money, more solidarity. Putin
must lose; Ukraine must win. Great news from Ukraine is that they are pushing back the Russian
troops from their soil. And, Madam Zelenska, we admire what your soldiers are doing there on the
front line. Thank you for this. And dear friends, solidarity among Europeans, nobody left behind.
We care for the poor in our societies and help our economies, especially the SMEs.

Crisis times means now, leadership, and the EPP supports the proposal of the Commission
presented today on support for Ukraine but also to give an answer on the soaring energy prices.

But there is more to do. The markets are obviously speculating against European solidarity when
winter will really be hard. Let us be concrete. It is not normal in a market that Scholz has to call
Macron to open a gas pipeline and we will be more independent if Spain would be better
connected to the European gas market. If it is true that the winter will be hard, then we must use
all our energy resources. Germany cannot stop producing nuclear electricity and, on the other
hand, ask the Dutch to ask for gas solidarity. That’s not the case.
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And let’s be honest, it was a lost summer. The EPP has been asking for an extraordinary Council
meeting to give certainty, to structure things, to show everyone that we are united and you cannot
split up Europe. And the signal would have had already lowered the prices. People are paying
because politics was and is for the moment, among Member States, not strong enough.

And on inflation — not only driven by energy, first, it is an ECB task that's clear — I think we also
can contribute. One example, we have a global food crisis, and that is also increasing the prices for
our citizens. And the Commission is now presenting new regulations, which will limit food
production in Europe and produce more bureaucratic burden for our farmers. For new legislation,
the Commission promised the principle of ‘one in and one out’. If we continue like this, then at the
end of the mandate we will arrive to ‘five in and only one out’.

We have war in Europe and parts of the Brussels community are continuing to make new laws and
new burdens as if nothing has happened. That's why we as the EPP Group are asking for a
moratorium on new legislation. Let our businesses, especially the SMEs, do their work without
burdening them.

And for creating growth and, having a recession now in mind, the EPP stand for creating a union
of democratic economies on a global level. Europe is a trading continent and if we want to limit
our dependency on the autocracies, on China and others, and that is a lesson we learned out of the
Russian gas war, then we must speed up on trade deals with other democracies. And, as EPP, we
always did so, but I just want to remind ourselves about the CETA debate in this House where the
Left, Greens and part of the Socialists, were are opposing doing a trade deal with Canada. Canada,
dear friends! You frightened Europeans with misleading arguments and even with lies. And, until
now, Scholz and Macron are not ready to ratify CETA at national level. But they are great at doing
pictures with Trudeau. That is not serious, dear friends. That is not serious.

And about democracies, yes, Madam President, you spoke about defending the rule of law and
with you as Commission President — and I have to say, I was in Poland with friends like Donald
Tusk — we as the EPP, we are fighting for rule of law, you stopped the money as EPP President of
the Commission to Poland and Hungary. That’s why we are very, very proud about this. The rule
of law must be judged and based on clear criteria and fair procedure. It must be blind like justice
without looking at party books.

Speaking about democracies, I have to come back to the energy proposals. And Madam President,
we spoke about this, you have our full support on the content but on the procedure, I have to say,
we have to respect the European Parliament as a people’s Chamber. Can you imagine a windfall
tax and a price cap being decided at national level without a vote in the national parliament? We
would call this a democratic problem. But now we have proposals on the table, we are doing this
in Europe and that should not be the new normal at European level. So decisions without the
European Parliament should not be the new normal in Europe. And that is why please consider
again the legal basis for the proposals on the table. The EPP stands for a democratic Europe and
that means a Europe where all legislation is voted in this Chamber.

Finally, during the COVID-19 crisis, we were ready for doing bigger steps. The CRRF proposed by
Ursula von der Leyen is bigger than the Marshall Plan was. So we changed the architecture of
Europe. That was great. But today, war is back in Europe. There was no Council meeting on
coordinating our defence activities, only votes. There is no initiative to stop a unanimous vote on
foreign affairs, only a speech from Chancellor Scholz in Prague. No convention to strengthen the
European democracy requested by this Chamber and the Conference for the Future of Europe,
only, I have to say, campaigning and campaigning in Paris.
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The Commission has to launch now until December a European Defence Action Plan as a
concrete initiative in this field to invest together to build up a European missile defence system
and a cyber brigade to make Europe stronger on this and we need — and thanks for your clear
statement —a convention now.

The EPP stands for a more ambitious Europe. The times of Sunday speeches are over. Europe will
not be saved by university pulpit speeches but by political leadership. And the Ukraine refugee in
Bulgaria and my baker, they believe in this and they understand this. That's why leadership and
leadership now.

3-013-0000
Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo SED. — Sefiora presidenta Metsola, sefiora presidenta
Von der Leyen, representante de la Presidencia checa del Consejo, comienzo con unas palabras de
agradecimiento a Magdalena y a Agnieszka por vuestro compromiso, por vuestra solidaridad,
pero, sobre todo, porque sois el ejemplo claro de la historia de Europa; de una Europa que siempre
ha acogido; de una Europa que ha abierto sus brazos a aquellos que huifan de las guerras, del
hambre; de una Europa que ha querido tener el principio de solidaridad como uno de esos valores;
de una Europa que se ha mezclado; de una Europa mestiza; de una Europa que nos ha hecho ricos
y diversos y de la que nos sentimos muy orgullosas y muy orgullosos. Muchas gracias.

Es dificil analizar el estado de la Unidn sin repetir lo que venimos diciendo desde hace tiempo, y es
que nos enfrentamos a retos histéricos: lo hemos hecho con la pandemia de la COVID-19 y lo
estamos haciendo ahora, frente a esa guerra iniciada por Vladimir Putin que amenaza nuestros
valores y el equilibrio internacional. Por eso es tan importante que mantengamos la unidad para
reforzar nuestro compromiso por la libertad y la integridad de Ucrania y, al mismo tiempo,
actuemos con rapidez, ambicion y solidaridad para mitigar los efectos econémicos y sociales de
esta guerra: no hay mds que ir al supermercado para ver que la cesta de la compra cada dia estd
mds cara. Se han tomado medidas para contener la inflacién, pero los precios de los alimentos y
del gaséleo parecen no tocar techo, y si, el Banco Central Europeo ha elevado el precio del dinero,
pero eso también va a significar que suban y que cuesten mds las hipotecas, por no hablar de la
factura de la calefaccion.

Sefiorias, este es el estado de nuestra Unidn, seamos claros; claros, pero no pesimistas ni
catastrofistas, porque estamos aqui para eso, para solucionarlo, para aportar soluciones, que las
hay; otra cosa es que tengamos la voluntad suficiente para poderlas poner en marcha. Como
siempre, las crisis ponen de manifiesto nuestras debilidades, pero también nos indican dénde
tenemos que incidir: refuerzo de las politicas sociales, reformas en el mercado de la energia,
reformas en la fiscalidad y la gobernanza econémica, y aceleracién de la transicion verde para no
lamentarnos de haber llegado demasiado tarde. Nuestro compromiso con el pueblo ucraniano es
firme, pero para asegurarnos el apoyo de la ciudadania europea no solo vale con jalear las victorias
militares —que estdn muy bien—, también hay que ponerse en la piel de quienes estdn sufriendo
las consecuencias de esta guerra, y también aqul’, en la Union, porque, si no lo hacemos, vamos a
ver crecer no solo el rechazo a la guerra, sino también el populismo de la extrema derecha.

Presidenta Von der Leyen, de la misma manera que fuimos socios leales frente a la pandemia, lo
seremos ahora para afrontar esta crisis y evitar una recesién. Vamos tarde, pero me alegra que por
fin se haya reaccionado y se haya escuchado a lo que el Grupo de Socialistas y Demdcratas llevaba
mucho tiempo planteando: hay que poner un tope al precio del gas y ayudar a las familias y a las
empresas a pagar la factura, y eso podemos hacerlo con una parte de los beneficios extraordinarios
de las compaiiifas energéticas; todos deben arrimar el hombro porque no es justo que, mientras
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hay quien tiene dificultades para llegar a fin de mes, otros se estén haciendo millonarios a costa del
sufrimiento de las familias.

No somos el ombligo del mundo: acabo de volver de América Latina, que debe ser una prioridad
para la Union y hasta ahora no lo ha sido. Me alegro de oir de la sefiora Von der Leyen las
menciones que ha hecho al respecto, porque muestran la necesidad de una mayor cooperacion
entre nosotros: es un aliado natural para ese orden global. Hemos de estar mds presentes y no
dejar ese espacio a otras potencias.

Como decfa, también me preocupa que crezca la extrema derecha en esta situacién, y, por lo
tanto, debemos actuar firmemente en la defensa del Estado de Derecho: la Comisidn, sefiora Von
der Leyen, es garante de los principios y de los tratados y por eso debe de actuar en esta materia
con claridad y con firmeza.

Para terminar, dejando a un lado las cuestiones institucionales, quiero hablar de la situacion
politica en la que nos encontramos: me da tristeza tener que decir esto aqui, pero el estado de
nuestra democracia, en este momento historico, me parece tan fragil como el de nuestra
economia. Vuelven fantasmas que crefamos superados: algunos Estados miembros han devenido
autocracias, como la Hungria de Orbdn, y, en otros, partidos profascistas pueden ganar elecciones:
es preocupante y peligroso.

Sefior Weber, sefiores del Partido Popular Europeo, desde aqui les hago un llamamiento para que
reconsideren su papel en el proyecto europeo, porque, después de la Segunda Guerra Mundial, los
fundadores de la democracia cristiana entendieron que el mejor patriotismo era buscar el interés
comtn del conjunto de la Unién Europea de la mano de la socialdemocracia, y no del
nacionalismo excluyente; veo que estdn perdiendo ese camino, normalizando y apoyando la
entrada de la extrema derecha en las instituciones: espero que rectifiquen.

Espero que rectifiquen porque tenemos una responsabilidad compartida: estamos a tiempo y
Europa nos espera.

3-014-0000
Stéphane Séjourné, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, deux cents jours.
Deux cents jours que le peuple ukrainien combat l'agresseur russe. Deux cents jours que les
Ukrainiens se battent pour leurs valeurs et celles de 'Europe. Leur combat est notre combat, celui
de la démocratie contre l'autocratie, celui de I'état de droit contre la loi du plus fort, celui de la
liberté contre I'oppression, celui de notre Union contre ses opposants. A tel point que les
populistes n'osaient méme plus dire qu’ils étaient anti-européens. Aujourd’hui, on entend a
nouveau leurs propositions dangereuses parce que la guerre —et je dis bien la guerre et pas les
sanctions —, la guerre a des conséquences de plus en plus directes dans le quotidien de nos
concitoyens, sur le prix de I'énergie, sur la quantité d’aliments, peut-étre demain sur le nombre
d’emplois disponibles en Europe. Or, nos démocraties ont les moyens d’y répondre vite et bien.
L’Europe est I'échelon le plus efficace et votre discours, Madame la Présidente, en est la preuve, vos
propositions aussi. Pour cela, je vous remercie de I'exercice démocratique que vous venez de faire a
l'instant.

Sur le front de tous ces chantiers, nous vous soutenons. Nous vous soutenons d’abord sur le
premier front, celui de I'énergie. Mon groupe est favorable a un bouclier énergétique européen
pour la baisse des factures et je pense quon peut méme compter sur deux types de solidarité
européenne. Premier type de solidarité européenne: la solidarité envers les citoyens et nos PME, en
utilisant les rentes des producteurs d’énergie et en mettant un plafond aux importations de gaz. Le
deuxieme type de solidarité, cest la solidarité entre les Etats membres et nos voisins, en achetant
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ensemble I'énergie, en échangeant les surplus, en investissant davantage dans les énergies
renouvelables et la rénovation énergétique des batiments. Il sagit pour nous, et c’était I'objectif de
notre groupe également, de faire de notre continent le premier a sortir des énergies fossiles.

Alors oui, sur les bancs des extrémes, on a des solutions toutes faites: c’est la fin des sanctions.
Comme si les sanctions étaient la cause du mal des Européens, alors méme que la Russie baisse de
6 % son PIB et que I'armée russe en est réduite a se fournir en Iran et en Corée du Nord pendant
cette guerre. Incompétence ou convenance? Je ne sais pas, vu les éléments et les informations que
nous avons eus hier soir sur des montants astronomiques — 300 millions d’euros — qui auraient été
versés a des partis politiques en Europe et a I'étranger pour faire de 'ingérence. Il faudra voir cette
question, il faudra que le Parlement s’en saisisse, il faudra que les institutions s’en saisissent. Vous
avez fait référence a des propositions contre 'ingérence a I'étranger et je pense que mon groupe se
joindra a vous sur tous ces sujets. On y a déja travaillé. Il faudra y travailler davantage puisque c’est
un sujet avant tout démocratique.

Le deuxieme front, Madame la Présidente, est celui de la souveraineté. Nous devons réduire toutes
nos dépendances sur l'alimentation (et la, je ferais une parenthese: sur I'alimentation, nous ne
pouvons pas risquer une rupture d’approvisionnement en Europe; il faudra travailler en amont,
regarder la production), sur les matieres premieres, sur la santé, sur le numérique, sur les
infrastructures de défense. Mon groupe est favorable a un nouveau plan d’action pour identifier
nos vulnérabilités et renforcer nos chaines de valeur en Europe. En tant quEuropéens, nous
devons nous poser chaque jour la méme question et en tant que parlementaires, davantage: est-ce
que cette décision nous rend plus souverains ou plus dépendants?

Nous proposons ainsi un test de souveraineté pour vérifier la conformité de tous les acquis
européens, de toute nouvelle 1égislation construite ici, entre la Commission et le Parlement
européen, de tous nos budgets et de tout nouvel investissement dans le futur. 1l est temps
d’alimenter et d’aligner maintenant I'ensemble de nos politiques publiques sur les objectifs
d’autonomie stratégique. Faisons de notre Union européenne une puissance économique et
géopolitique. Vous l'aviez d’ailleurs indiqué dans votre premiére intervention devant cet hémicycle
en début de mandature. Cette souveraineté, c’est la clé pour garantir I'égalité, 'équité et la qualité
de vie de nos concitoyens européens, la croissance économique, la transition écologique et
également notre place dans le monde.

Madame la Présidente, toutes ces propositions posent également la question fondamentale de nos
cadres institutionnels et budgétaires. L'Union a démontré une certaine agilité, voire méme une
flexibilité ces derniers mois. Mais deux questions, au-dela de la question de génération et de la
convention que vous proposez, vont nous rattraper, c’est une évidence. D’abord, jusqua quand
arriverons-nous a décider a I'unanimité? Et a quel prix? Et deuxiemement, jusqu'ou devons-nous
investir en commun et sur quelles priorités? Ce sont aussi des questions qu’on doit se poser si nous
langons une grande convention, qu’il ne faut pas restreindre a un seul point, peut-étre avec la
question du Conseil. Nous devons agir avec organisation. Nous avons été les premiers a demander
une conférence sur l'avenir de I'Europe, avec maintenant une révision de notre budget et une
convention qui doit faire suite. Je pense que la position de mon groupe est claire et ne vous
surprendra pas.

Le dernier front, et jen finis la-dessus, ne vous surprendra pas non plus. C'est I'état de droit. Nos
valeurs doivent étre notre boussole. Ce qui se joue a 'extérieur de nos frontieres est aussi en jeu a
l'intérieur de 'Union européenne. Je pense notamment a Viktor Orbdn. Pas un centime ne doit
aller a M. Orban. Regardez, depuis maintenant dix ans, ou notre indifférence nous a menés: la
corruption et les discriminations ont explosé dans ce pays. Les médias hongrois sous controle
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diffusent maintenant de la propagande russe et les élections ne sont méme plus équitables. Je
pense aussi a la Pologne, méme si le cas est différent. Mais ces dérives, Madame la Présidente,
doivent étre combattues.

A Theure ott d’autres pays pourraient basculer en territoire démocratique inconnu, comme I'ltalie,
nous vous demandons de tenir. Il faudra tenir. Madame la Présidente, nous comptons beaucoup
sur vous, sur 'ensemble des commissaires européens et du College. Les crises multiples nous
démontrent que l'agenda que nous avions défini en début d’année 2019 est le bon. Transition
écologique, résilience économique, modele démocratique. Pour tout cela, Renew est fier de ce que
nous avons déja accompli et prét a traverser les crises, prét a vous apporter son soutien pour
mener a bien les chantiers que vous avez présentés, sans trembler, sans attendre et sans oublier nos
priorités, I'ensemble de nos priorités dans ce nouvel ordre international. Madame la Présidente, je
suis convaincu que nous serons collectivement, en Européens, a la hauteur.

3-015-0000
Ska Keller, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, dear Commission President and
dear Ms Zelenska, it is a big honour to have you here with us today and your presence reminds us
that while we talk a lot about the problems that we're facing in the EU, the real consequences of
this war of aggression of Putin are carried by the people in Ukraine. A brutal invasion led against
the peaceful people of Ukraine simply because they chose to live in freedom and democracy. Putin
cannot live with the fact that people live in liberty with human and civil rights and that nations
work together peacefully. Freedom and democracy — principles the EU was founded on — are the
biggest threats to him.

All together, we must face this atrocious aggression with determination and with courage, just as
Ukraine is showing us. Europe needs to support and continue to support Ukraine in their fight for
peace and self-determination and even scale up those efforts. The past days have shown that the
Ukrainian people are able to resist the attack. And it is now that Europe needs to stand by their
side, by your side.

While Ukraine suffers most from the attack, there are also consequences for the EU. We must be
prepared for tough times ahead. To do that, we must show solidarity to the outside but also to the
inside by ensuring that the costs and consequences are carried by the stronger shoulders in our
society. With skyrocketing energy and food prices, we must act. We know that many citizens in
our Union are fearful of what the winter will bring. Fearful of being unable to heat their homes,
feed their children, pay their bills. We cannot turn a blind eye to the situation of the most
vulnerable people in our Union. Already now, every fifth person in the EU lives in poverty, and the
scale of the increase in prices means that many more households will be at risk. It is our duty to
ensure that people who are struggling get support and that the greed and profits of a few don’t
lead to the misery of many.

So let’s take bold policy steps to make sure that everyone gets through these tough times. And I
welcome the Commission President’s proposal to skim off windfall profits from energy
companies, something that we as the Greens/EFA Group have been calling for since the beginning
of this crisis.

The only true way to end our energy dependency is, on the one hand, to use less energy and, on
the other hand, to produce more renewable energy. Sun and wind provide us with much more
power than we could ever possibly use. So let’s profit from that. Fossil fuels have been a driver for
ecological disaster and for dangerous dependency. Renewables are the true catalyst for peace,
security and stability. Now is the time to scale up investments in renewables, to put solar panels
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on every roof, insulate buildings, and make sure sun and wind carry us into a new era of
sustainable and affordable European energy production.

And let’s make no mistake, Commission President and colleagues, the climate crisis is probably
the biggest political test for our generation. All over Europe, we experience the devastation the
climate crisis is bringing and will bring to our continent and to the world. This summer, massive
droughts and heatwaves paved the way for wildfires, killing a substantial amount of our harvest as
well, and led to thousands of deaths that came prematurely. The cost of non-action is immense. It
is time to act and to quickly build a brighter, cleaner future to capitalise on the enormous potential
that the green transition brings in terms of sustainable economic development, well-paying and
future-proofed jobs, cleaner air and a better quality of life for our citizens.

Dear colleagues, dear Commission President, Putin’s war against Ukraine is also targeted at our EU
values and at democracy. In order to stand strong against opponents and threats, we have to
defend those values within the EU and without exception. I am grateful for your strong words on
the rule of law, Commission President, however, we have heard very promising words before.
What we are lacking is action. Thanks to Parliament, we have instruments at hand, but now they
need to be used, including the rule of law conditionality mechanism. Dear Commission President,
please respect the conditionality instrument and the political will of this Parliament. No money
should be given to the governments of Poland and Hungary unless they clearly return to the path
of rule of law.

And I want to tell our dear colleagues from the EPP and especially you, Mr Weber, to be careful
with whom we form partnerships. Looking at Italy, you are playing a risky game, with democracy
and with our shared values, just for power. A game that could backfire on all of us. A group that
claims to be part of the democratic majority should not partner with people who wear Putin-
fancier shirts nor parties with fascist logos. Not in Italy, not in Spain, not in Sweden. Not in the
EPP. Nowhere and never. And, it is a bit awkward that [ say this as a Green, but the centre right has
a very important role to play in Europe and part of this, together with all of us, is to ward off the
extreme right. If you open the door to them, you are doing a big, big disservice to Europe but I
believe also to your own party.

Dear Commission President and dear colleagues, yes, the state of the Union is full of challenges
stemming from the war in Ukraine to the rule of law to the climate crisis. We are facing a big test.
However, I am convinced that the EU has the strength to face these challenges if we work together.
Work together towards new energy independence, a climate-neutral continent and, maybe most
importantly, a European Union that deserves and maintains the trust of our European citizens,
founded on values, founded on solidarity.

3-016-0000
Marco Zanni, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, signora Zelenska,
benvenuta, la sua testimonianza qui oggi ¢ importante ed ¢ importante il fatto che anche oggi
abbia avuto la dimostrazione che quest’Aula e queste istituzioni continueranno a sostenere, a
livello trasversale, il popolo ucraino contro 'aggressione russa.

Prima di entrare nel vivo degli argomenti toccati dalla Presidente von der Leyen, vorrei dare un
suggerimento agli amici verdi e socialisti che, in mancanza di idee originali, continuano a gridare
alla minaccia fascista in Europa: bene, vi suggerisco di parlare con i cittadini, con i commercianti,
con le imprese e vi accorgerete che nessuno di loro ¢ preoccupato da una minaccia fascista, ma
piuttosto sono preoccupati di dover sopportare i danni di anni di politiche devastanti e distruttive
portate avanti da questi gruppi in Europa.
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Su quanto detto dalla Presidente van der Leyen, abbiamo ascoltato un bel discorso ma purtroppo,
Presidente, rimane un discorso, rimangono parole. Lei ha annunciato delle misure che la
Commissione proporra per far fronte a una situazione drammatica che mai questo continente ha
vissuto in passato. Ma queste misure — mi permetta di dire — non sono neanche lontanamente
sufficienti per poter portare un aiuto concreto a chi oggi sta soffrendo, senza colpa, di una
situazione che — ripeto — ¢ drammatica.

Le imprese stanno chiudendo, stanno fermando la produzione, i negozi stanno chiudendo e i
cittadini non sono pit in grado di affrontare i costi della vita che stanno aumentando in maniera
esponenziale in tutta Europa. Ed € vero, come lei ha ricordato, che la colpa principale di questo
non risiede nellEuropa ma di chi ha portato avanti un’aggressione ingiustificata. Ma dal 24
febbraio in poi I'Europa ¢ responsabile di proteggere i propri cittadini dalle conseguenze che
potevamo immaginare e che sapevamo sin dall'inizio ci sarebbero state. E la colpa dellEuropa ¢
stata quella di non aver agito in tempo.

Lei qualche giorno fa ci ha ricordato che la democrazia ha un costo: ¢ vero, se vogliamo la
democrazia ci sono dei processi che dobbiamo sopportare, c’¢ un dialogo, ¢’¢ un confronto e poi
le cose si fanno. Ma questa non deve essere una giustificazione a una non azione e a un ritardo che
purtroppo ¢ responsabilita di alcune istituzioni europee.

Il tetto al prezzo del gas, che € 'unica misura che potra in qualche modo aiutare cittadini e imprese
contro questa crisi che stiamo vivendo, rimane ancora aleatorio, rimane ancora nelle discussioni,
rimane ancora in un dibattito e in una dialettica che non ci fa sperare e non fa sperare chi sta
soffrendo in maniera troppo evidente di fronte a questa crisi. E riguardo a questo grido di aiuto, a
questo appello a un’azione concreta e rapida di fronte a una situazione critica, faccio anche
un’altra riflessione, piti interna ai meccanismi dell'Unione europea e al lavoro che la Commissione
europea ha portato avanti sin dal 2019.

Nel mio Paese c’¢ un detto secondo cui solo gli stupidi e gli stolti non cambiano idea. Ecco, io
credo che la Commissione europea debba fare suo questo detto e guardare a quanto proposto, ai
pilastri di quello che era il programma nel 2019 e capire che alcune cose vanno riviste. Il mondo
del 2019, quando queste norme e questi piani sono stati pensati, ¢ un mondo che ¢ totalmente
cambiato, ¢ un mondo che sappiamo non esistera piu. Le lancette del tempo non torneranno
indietro.

Abbiamo bisogno quindi che sul Green Deal e su alcune politiche commerciali 'Europa e la
Commissione guardino con pragmatismo alla situazione cambiata e, in maniera lungimirante,
sappiano ammettere che ci sono diverse condizioni e quindi certe cose non solo non sono pit
attuabili ma ad oggi non hanno aiutato né a proteggere il clima, né a realizzare quella transizione
industriale e socioeconomica di cui questo continente oggi ha disperatamente bisogno.

3-017-0000
Raffaele Fitto, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signora Presidente, signora Presidente von der Leyen,
onorevoli colleghi, anche io, a nome del gruppo dei conservatori, voglio rivolgere un saluto, un
benvenuto, un pieno sostegno alla signora Zelenska e ribadire in questa occasione quanto sia utile
e fondamentale lanciare da quest’Aula un messaggio di chiarezza nel pieno sostegno all'Ucraina.

I suo discorso quest'anno sullo Stato dell'Unione ¢ sicuramente il discorso pit: difficile degli ultimi
anni, perché il contesto nel quale ci troviamo ¢ certamente un contesto veramente complesso, non
solamente per quanto sta accadendo in questi giorni ma perché veniamo da un periodo difficile,
prima la pandemia e poi lo scoppio della guerra.
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Ed ¢ importante — non ¢ formale ma ¢ sostanziale — esprimere con chiarezza, anche e soprattutto
in questa circostanza, una condanna forte dell'azione della Russia, del comportamento della
Russia; esprimere un pieno e solidale sostegno, anche fattivo e concreto, all'Ucraina nell’azione di
ogni giorno da parte dei governi e da parte di questa Istituzione europea.

Al tempo stesso, ¢ altrettanto molto importante lavorare affinché, sui temi della difesa e della
politica estera, I'Europa sia in grado di poter costruire una posizione differente rispetto al passato,
soprattutto allinterno dell’Alleanza atlantica, laddove va rafforzata la filiera, il rapporto e la
partnership con i Paesi europei.

Ma ¢ chiaro che tutto questo ci porta oggi a esprimere una valutazione che non puo che essere di
pieno sostegno a una linea non semplice ma che va portata avanti con forza, che ¢ quella del
sostegno alle sanzioni, perché solo con le sanzioni si possono ottenere questi risultati e tale azione
sul tema delle sanzioni ¢ decisiva rispetto anche alla necessita, pero, di invertire un’azione dal
punto di vista della quotidianita. E qui serve unita e tempestivita.

Serve unita, Presidente von der Leyen, non unita di facciata, unita vera all'interno del contesto
europeo. Serve per poter affrontare due grandi questioni, quella dell'energia e quella degli
interventi verso famiglie e imprese, per poter sostenere la crisi di fronte alla quale noi oggi ci
troviamo. Ed ¢ chiaro che in questo contesto noi abbiamo bisogno di risposte chiare: il tetto del
prezzo del gas ¢ una di questa, cosi come il disaccoppiamento del prezzo del gas e dell'energia.
Scelte coraggiose.

Io le voglio fare un esempio concreto per spiegare il senso della speculazione in atto e della
necessita di intervenire. Ebbene, noi abbiamo nei giorni scorsi, il 9 settembre, assistito a un
Consiglio europeo dei ministri dellEnergia che hanno dato un segnale molto positivo e chiaro;
subito dopo, il 12 settembre, il prezzo del gas ¢ sceso sotto i 200 EUR, quando il 26 agosto era di
oltre 330 EUR. Nei giorni scorsi, in queste ore, il prezzo del gas sta risalendo, perché il segnale che
arriva dal contesto delle Istituzioni europee non ¢ positivo.

Ecco perché noi abbiamo bisogno di una risposta forte, ecco perché tutti gli Stati membri devono
realmente essere consapevoli della difficolta che affrontiamo. E su questo c’¢ bisogno anche di
tempestivita perché tutte le programmazioni, da quelle della coesione — penso alla
programmazione del 2021-2027 — al PNRR, scontano il prezzo di aver avuto un’analisi di
contesto, nelle loro scelte, che ¢ precedente allo scoppio della guerra.

Dobbiamo avere maggiore flessibilita sull'utilizzo di queste risorse e, al tempo stesso, dobbiamo
lavorare con convinzione per dare una unita vera al contesto europeo. Vedete, io ho ascoltato le
dichiarazioni dei colleghi presidenti degli altri gruppi: io capisco la necessita anche di polemizzare
rispetto alle elezioni nazionali dei vari paesi. Ma non ¢ questa la strada.

Anche io ringrazio le due ragazze che hanno accolto i profughi ucraini; sono due ragazze che
rappresentano certamente un bell'esempio. Pero, consentitemelo, il bell'esempio viene anche da
tutto quel fronte di governi e di paesi, a partire dalla Polonia, che hanno aperto le braccia e
operativamente hanno dato una dimostrazione eccezionale in tema di accoglienza, quando si &
trattato di accogliere i profughi che scappavano dall'Ucraina. E allora dobbiamo essere
consapevoli che l'unita non puo essere ricercata qui dentro, andando allo scontro; l'unita deve
essere vera, sostanziale, evitando di utilizzare I'arma dello Stato di diritto quando non ci serve e,
soprattutto, evitando di utilizzare il furore ideologico che non ci accompagna da nessuna parte in
positivo.
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Lo dico ai nostri colleghi: noi nei prossimi mesi probabilmente lavoreremo su fronti comuni,
nell'interesse generale, e non serve questa polemica, non serve questo scontro. Serve un senso di
maturita e di responsabilita; serve un’Europa seria, in grado di capire, in collaborazione con i
governi nazionali, la strada che deve essere portata avanti.

In questo contesto io mi auguro che ci possa essere un approccio corretto. La democrazia, vedete,
non ¢ quando piace a voi, non ¢ quando gli elettori votano come dite voi. La democrazia ¢ sempre,
¢ quando gli elettori votano. E tutti quanti insieme, sia quando si vince che quando si perde,
dobbiamo rispettare il mandato dei cittadini. Solo cosi riusciremo a costruire un’Europa seria,
credibile, che possa affrontare le sfide del futuro.

3-018-0000
Manon Aubry, au nom du groupe The Left. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Présidente
von der Leyen, chers collegues, Madame Olena Zelenska, a quoi bon un discours de politique
générale, si ce n'est pour répondre aux préoccupations quotidiennes des citoyens européens?
Alors, pour vous les rappeler, Madame von der Leyen, je suis venue ici avec les factures que des
citoyens m'ont demandé de vous montrer. Celle-13, celle de Gilles, qui a vu le prix de son électricité
augmenter de 113 euros par mois et qui accompagne son message par: «Je ne suis pas sir de me
chauffer cet hiver». Celle de Grégoire, 2 300 euros de factures de gaz en a peine six mois. Et puis je
pourrais en citer plein dautres, celle de Brigitte, ici, qui se demande si elle va devoir arréter de
manger ou de s’éclairer cet hiver. Et je vais vous dire, ces gens, ils sont des millions dans leur cas,
des millions a ne plus pouvoir faire face a l'augmentation faramineuse des prix, qui ne se limite pas
au seul secteur de I'énergie. Des millions a ne plus supporter que pendant que leurs salaires
stagnent, augmentent deux fois moins vite que l'inflation, la hausse des prix, les dividendes des
actionnaires, eux, ont explosé de 29 %.

Alors, je vous le concede, ce n’est pas la crise pour tout le monde et certains nagent effectivement
dans l'abondance, comme dirait un certain Emmanuel Macron. Pendant que 99 % des citoyens
tirent la langue, une poignée de milliardaires enchainent les allers-retours entre Paris et Ibiza. Une
poignée d’entre eux aussi alimentent des golfs qui sont arrosés largement, le tout en pleine
sécheresse et en pleine canicule. Voila I'état de votre Union européenne, Madame von der Leyen. Et
je regrette que vous n'ayez pas parlé de ces gens-la et que vous ayez dailleurs assez peu parlé des
questions sociales dans votre discours. Et cette crise n’est pas uniquement le résultat de la terrible
guerre en Ukraine et du chantage odieux de Vladimir Poutine. Elle est aussi le produit d’un systeme
économique dont vous étes aujourd’hui bien obligée de reconnaitre les failles. Alors commengons
par la taxation des superprofits. Déja, premiere nouvelle, vous reconnaissez qu’il existe des
superprofits des grandes entreprises multinationales? N'hésitez pas a en parler au ministre de
I'économie et des finances, Bruno Lemaire, qui ne I'a manifestement pas compris.

Alors que dans ce Parlement, nous étions bien seuls a demander une taxation des superprofits, je
vois que le débat progresse et que nous sommes en passe de remporter une bataille culturelle. Je ne
sais pas si c’est la crainte de nous donner raison, Madame von der Leyen, mais je dois d’ailleurs
saluer votre créativité lexicale. Je vous ai imaginée avec un petit dictionnaire des synonymes, en
cherchant comment éviter de reprendre les termes, en contournant les superprofits, en inventant
la notion de contribution des profits exceptionnels. Mais je vais vous le dire, la bataille des mots
nous importe peu. Ce qui compte, c’est bien que pour lui donner tout son sens, cette taxation ne
doit pas étre limitée aux énergies fossiles: elle doit concerner I'ensemble des entreprises qui ont
profité de la crise. Celles du luxe comme LVMH, du fret maritime comme CMA-CGM, du secteur
bancaire comme BNP. Et elles sont nombreuses, les multinationales a avoir fait des superprofits,
pas uniquement dans le secteur de I'énergie, il faut le dire ici.
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Sur le marché de I'énergie, c’est la méme chose. Je vous revois, célébrant au début de votre mandat
les vertus du marché. On voit aujourd’hui le résultat, avec une débacle qui illustre a elle seule la
crise de votre systeme de pensée. Rendez-vous compte que la premiére puissance économique
mondiale, I'Union européenne, en est réduite a croiser les doigts pour que les black-out ne soient
pas trop nombreux cet hiver et que les gens puissent encore avoir les moyens de simplement
s'éclairer ou se chauffer. Alors la aussi, face a I'échec de ce modele, vous entrouvrez la porte a un
blocage — temporaire bien siir — des revenus des énergéticiens, en laissant quand méme des marges
énormes a ces entreprises, des fois qu’elles ne se soient pas suffisamment gavées. Les rustines ne
suffiront pas. Il faut bloquer les prix au niveau d’avant-crise et sortir I'énergie du marché, car elle
est un bien commun comme l'eau, la santé, la nature et tout ce quinous est nécessaire pour vivre.

La lucidité tardive et partielle ne suffit pas, Madame von der Leyen, encore faut-il de la cohérence.
Et en matiere climatique, dont vous avez aussi peu parlé aujourd’hui, on ne peut pas dire que c’est
cela qui vous étouffe. Alors que I'Europe vient de vivre I'été le plus chaud de toute son histoire,
voila que vous reprenez a tour de bras la signature d’accords de libre-échange. Notre planéte briile,
on dit aux citoyens qu'il faut éteindre le Wi-Fi, mais vous nous demandez encore de vider la mer a
la petite cuillére si dans le méme temps vous entétez a importer du lait et de la viande de Nouvelle-
Zélande, a littéralement 19 000 kilometres, on ne fait pas plus loin. En fait, voila le cceur du
probléme, Madame von der Leyen: la crise vous contraint a changer de pied provisoirement, mais
le naturel revient vite au galop. C'est d’ailleurs la méme histoire avec la pandémie. Vous nous aviez
dit: «J’ai compris la legon», mais vous étes ensuite retournée immédiatement au business as usual.

Alors, pour conclure, Madame von der Leyen, vous nous parlez du refus du carcan budgétaire.
Mais comment vous croire quand cest en échange de plus de controle des Etats membres? Vous
nous reparlez d’'une convention, de réforme des traités, mais comment vous croire quand vous
avez ignoré les conclusions de la conférence sur I'avenir de I'Europe? Nous n’avons plus le temps
d’attendre et de tout repousser a demain. En réalité, vous étes prisonniére d’'un logiciel en panne et
d’un modele en fin de vie, ce modele d’une politique libérale qui s’effondre, incapable de résoudre
les crises que vos politiques ont créées. Face a ¢a, deux alternatives: la haine, et je regrette, comme
mes collegues de ce point de vue-la, que la droite ait fait le choix de s’allier a I'extréme droite,
parfois ici et trop souvent dans un certain nombre d’Etats membres. La droite a choisi son camp, le
notre, il est clair, c’est celui de la solidarité. Alors je vous demande, Madame von der Leyen,
combien de crises faudra-t-il encore pour que vous tiriez enfin véritablement les conséquences de
ces échecs ?

3-019-0000
Tamds Deutsch (NI). — Elnok Asszony! Tisztelt kollégdk! El6szor engedjenek meg egy
megjegyzést a zoldek képviselGjének hozzaszolasa kapcsan. Magyarorszagon a szocialistak és
demokratdkhoz tartozé magyar partok, a liberalisokhoz tartozé magyar partok és a zoldekhez
tartozd magyar partok évek 6ta szoros politikai és vélasztasi szovetségben vannak egy antiszemita
és szalonndci parttal, a Jobbikkal. Igy, hogyha Onok kifogasoljdk a szélsGséges politikai erékkel
val6 egyiittmtikodést, akkor el6szor soprogessenek a sajat hazuk tajan. Tisztelt EInok Asszonyok!
Mi, magyarok német és szovjet megszallast is elszenved§ nemzet fiaiként pontosan tudjuk, milyen
az agresszioval szemben a fliggetlenségért harcolni. Holokauszt-tulél6 zsid6 magyar
gyermekeként pontosan tudom, milyen a haborG embertelen pusztitisa. Mindannyian a
megtamadott oldalan allunk.

Amikor a nyar elején a szankcidkat elfogadtak, az Eurdpai Bizottsag azt igérte, hogy a szankciok
térdre fogjak kényszeriteni Oroszorszagot. Azt igérték, hogy a szankciok Oroszorszagnak lesznek
hiasba vagoak, nem az eurdpai embereknek. Azt igérték, hogy a szankcidk elhozzdk a habora
végét. Nos, a habort végét ma sem latjuk, az eurdpai emberek energiaszamlai viszont az egekbe
szoktek. Oroszorszdg ekozben soha nem latott nagysagu bevételekre tett szert az energiadrak
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emelkedése miatt. A szankcidk bevezetése ota az inflacié vagtat, az eurdépai emberek
szegényebbek lettek, Oroszorszadg pedig gazdagabb. Eurdpdban a valsdg és energiahidny fenyeget.
Tisztelt Elnok Asszony, a Bizottsdg nem ezt igérte, amikor a szankcidkat bevezette.

3-020-0000
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Commission. — Madam President, thank you very much and
first of all, I want to thank all the presidents of the groups for the broad coalition supporting the
proposals of solidarity for the vulnerable households and companies.

And yes, we know time is of the essence. But when I look at Madam Aubry, the bills you have
shown to us — yes in French, you would say ils sont insupportables. This is right. But you know
what? Send those bills to Moscow. That’s where they belong to, that's where the source is.

I have a plea to this Parliament. We all, you all rightly so, say: speed, speed, speed. Time is of the
essence. You've done phenomenal things with the Digital COVID certificate. Please do that again
with REPowerEU, because you are all — rightly so — calling for investment for renewables, also
cross-border projects. Here there are more than EUR 300 billion that could be invested in cross-
border projects. You are calling for the permitting process, that it has to be sped up.

Well, the permitting process, the reform is in REPowerEU. You are calling for stabilising the ETS
prices. It's in REPowerEU, and EUR 20 billion fresh money. So please speed up. I have the same
call and plea to the European Council and the Member States: please speed up because we really
need you to do again a miracle like in the COVID times.

Now, Stéphane Séjourné, you're right, we must call out Putin’s lies. And I want to look at the issue
of food. Nothing, nothing in our sanctions prevents Russia from exporting food and fertilisers to
vulnerable countries. We have to say that over and over again because it’s the truth. And Russia
just says the opposite, which is a lie.

Russia has blocked Ukrainian harbours, a very simple truth. And our solidarity lanes, together
with the UN deal — that was really helpful — have now enabled that more than 10 million tonnes of
grains have left Ukraine. Today, 30% of Ukraine’s grain exports are going to low and middle
income countries in Africa, Middle East and Asia. So it’s Ukraine’s grain that has made prices drop
again. Prices for maize and wheat have decreased by 20%. They are almost back to pre-war levels.

So, we should be very clear in our messaging. The fact is that Putin has created the food crisis.
Europe and the United Nations are working to put an end to that. That's the truth.

And on agriculture: Europe is a top agri-food producer and exporter. And that’s a great pride. And
it gives a special responsibility in times when so many countries simply don’t have enough food.
This is why, as you know, we have decided to allow the cultivation of any crops on set-aside land
for the next harvesting season.

We know that farmers are also coping with high prices for energy and for fertilisers. And,
therefore, less than a month into the war, we triggered for the very first time the crisis reserve
under the common agricultural policy. This frees up to EUR 500 million for the most effected
farming sectors, and Member States can top this up with another EUR 1.4 billion for European
rural development funds.

Keep in mind, Member States can also use the revenues from the solidarity contribution we just
put on the table as a proposal of the oil and gas companies to support fertiliser production in
Europe.
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But finally — and again, this goes for the whole energy crisis — there’s one simple truth that applies
to both energy and fertilisers: the more we save, the less we pay. And the less fossil fuel based
fertilisers we use, the less dependent we are on fossil fuel imports.

In the last month, globally, but also across Europe, each and every one of us felt more clearly than
ever before the immense impact of the global climate crisis. And you've mentioned it all, the heat
records, the heavy rain events, the floods, the devastating droughts destroying crops and
livelihoods. They urge us to move more swiftly than ever together. We need a resilient and
sustainable agriculture that preserves biodiversity and, above all, the healthy, fertile soil. And that
can cushion all the aforementioned disasters.

Therefore, our discussions on chemical pesticides and mineral fertilisers are crucial, using the
natural resources entrusted to us in a careful and preserving way.

3-021-0000
Mikuld$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, President von der Leyen,
honourable Members, ladies and gentlemen. Let me start by thanking you, President von der
Leyen, on behalf of the Council, for your cooperation and leadership in these uncertain and
challenging times that Europe is witnessing since Russia launched its war of aggression against
Ukraine and its people.

Russia is fighting not only against Ukraine, but also against our values and principles. For this
reason, the Czech Presidency will never cease to support Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity, using all the means at the EU’s disposal, which includes, inter alia, providing all the
political, military, economic and humanitarian assistance that Ukraine may need. The challenges
we face are manifold and their combined impacts are taking a high toll on our populations,
especially the most vulnerable and on our economies. These challenges also present risks for our
ambitious EU agenda. We need to address the immediate challenges while keeping our long-term
goal goals very much in mind. It's no easy task.

President von der Leyen, you have given us a lot of food for thought. You have addressed the most
pressing issues that require our full collective attention, and the Council will no doubt give its
political support to meeting these objectives.

President von der Leyen, in a number of your previous speeches, you referred to Czech President
Viclav Havel, and I thank you for that. And indeed, as Vaclav Havel once said, the task ahead of
Europe deserves careful and thorough reflection.

Madam President, you can count on our presidency to help you rethink, rebuild and repower
Europe. Addressing this hemicycle in July, Prime Minister Fiala outlined our priorities, which
largely align with yours. The most urgent tasks are to address the various dimensions of the war
on Ukraine, bring genuine energy security, strengthen Europe’s defence capabilities, secure the
strategic resilience of the EU economy, and ensure the resilience of our democratic institutions.
Energy security and mitigating high energy prices is our most pressing task. I welcome that the
Commission is today following up with its proposals on some of the measures discussed by the
Council last week. We are determined to work around the clock on these proposals and reach an
agreement among the Member States at the next meeting of energy ministers scheduled for 30
September. However, the situation we are facing is very difficult and complex: a European
response is necessary. Therefore, we welcome the Commission’s intention to come up with
further measures in the following weeks. All of this we have to keep in mind, while not forgetting
about our long-term goals, namely the green and digital transitions. And of course, we will also
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follow up on the recommendations of the Conference on the Future of Europe. The Council will
do its utmost to progress at pace on the many initiatives already on the table and on the new ones
to come.

Finally, we welcome the Commission’s letter of intent, which the Council will discuss next week,
together with the annual foresight report. We look forward to continuing the dialogue among the
three institutions on our common priorities for the next year. The Council will then, in November,
discuss the new Commission work programme with a view to the next joint declaration on
legislative priorities. Our joint programming can help us and our three institutions achieve results
in a focused and targeted way. Let me reaffirm the Council’s commitment to this process, and I
assure you that the presidency will continue to be a determined and sincere partner.

3-022-0000

Siegfried Muresan (PPE). — Madam President, President von der Leyen, dear colleagues, we are all
witnessing this year the people of Ukraine standing up for European values. We admire their
resistance, their fighting spirit and we are inspired by this here in the European Parliament, and
millions of citizens are inspired across the European Union. Wanting to live in freedom, in
democracy, deciding one’s own future, this means defending European values.

Ukraine has a European path. We here in the European Parliament are convinced of this. We have
done all we could for the people of Ukraine since the beginning of the crisis, and we will continue
to do so.

This is why, President von der Leyen, long before EU accession will be possible, we will support
what you have presented today on working towards bringing Ukraine closer to the single market
of the European Union, because that means freedom of movement for people, for goods, for
services, for capital. It will mean the European Union and Ukraine growing closer together, more
possibilities to rebuild Ukraine and to work to develop Ukraine. We shall support this initiative,
firstly.

Secondly, more measures and quicker measures to support citizens in the European Union,
capping energy prices, including prices on imported Russian gas, using existing funds for energy
interconnectivity, for energy efficiency, for reducing dependency, and for investing in renewables.
This is what REPowerEU is about. We are finalising, President and dear colleagues working in the
European Parliament, to make sure that money flows where it is needed fast.

But, President von der Leyen, as you have announced new measures today, we shall also work
together on revising the budget of the European Union. We want to do more. We need to make
sure that in all of those areas we have money.

To conclude, Madam President, we also have a duty to make the European Union safer. We have
enlarged NATO because Finland and Sweden wanted to join and because they fulfilled the criteria.
We should do the same for the Schengen area. For many years, Romania and Bulgaria are fulfilling
the conditions and Croatia now fulfils them as well.

We in the Parliament have a clear position. The Commission has a clear position. We shall be
united in pushing the Council to doing this because enlarging Schengen means more security for
all of us.

3-023-0000
Simona Bonafe (S&D). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, ci troviamo davanti a un‘altra
grave crisi in Europa che colpisce pesantemente le nostre famiglie e le nostre imprese, strette nella
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morsa del caro-energia e dell'inflazione. Come per la pandemia, non possiamo stare a guardare
mentre le imprese chiudono e le famiglie si impoveriscono.

Nei momenti pitt duri serve che 'Europa faccia fino in fondo I'Europa, che metta davantia tuttoe a
tutti l'interesse comune europeo, a dispetto di chi, anche quando la pandemia picchiava duro, in
nome dell'ideologia sovranista ha sempre ostacolato decisioni solidaristiche comuni e di chi,
ancora oggi nel mio Paese, si candida a governare dicendo che la "pacchia” di un’Europa piu unita,
pit solida e solidale deve finire, salvo poi venire qui e accusare 'Europa di immobilismo e inerzia.

Io oggi ho sentito parole chiare da parte sua, Presidente von der Leyen, sul futuro dell'Unione, sulle
sfide che abbiamo davanti, sulle misure necessarie ora per aggredire la crisi, a partire dalla riforma
dell'intero mercato energetico e da nuove risorse per famiglie e imprese.

Si agisca pero con coraggio. E sul fronte dell'energia, non si perda altro tempo per porre un tetto
massimo al prezzo del gas, unica misura in grado di fermare questa odiosa speculazione in atto.

"L’Europa ¢ una comunita di destino o non ¢ Europa”. Ha detto bene, Presidente von der Leyen: la
nostra unita ¢ la nostra vera forza; le nostre divisioni, la nostra condanna. Lo ricordi pero tutti, qui
dentro.

3-024-0000
Malik Azmani (Renew). — Madam President, dear President von der Leyen, dear Commissioners
and dear colleagues, I want to start by praising the people of Ukraine for their enduring bravery
and commitment to freedom. The progress they have made shows our aid and assistance to
Ukraine is working. The EU must supply the weapons Ukraine needs to keep that momentum.

Let us communicate directly to the people of Europe about who is responsible for the cost of
living crisis. Madam President, the origin of high inflation points to one man. We have a ‘cost of
Putin’ crisis. His reckless actions have driven up everyday energy and food costs for households
and businesses.

In the short term, we must do what is necessary to limit the economic shock we are facing.
Europe’s small businesses cannot be left to pay unsustainable bills for the maniac in the Kremlin.
They are the backbone of our economy, Madam President. So please make sure your proposals
focus on them too.

That is why Renew Europe has set out a plan for an energy shield and a food security strategy and
act we must. However, let us be mindful of unintended consequences. Remember that, ultimately,
the market knows best how to allocate resources. Reform the market? Yes. Disfigure the market?
No, thank you.

Madam President, the extreme weather we have seen also this summer shows the importance of
the green transition. We have the chance to transform our economy and deliver millions of new
jobs by harnessing new technologies. A temporary end to this crisis is no justification to
undermine the Green Deal.

And, finally, on migration, we need to act, Ms von der Leyen, not only with arguments about the
incentives of migration, but our citizens expect that we are in control of migration. And if a
package approach doesn’t work, then we need to decouple and start with some important files like
screening at external borders, strengthen also more our efforts on the external dimension.
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If we do not act, Ms von der Leyen, we will see more Melonis on the European stage. And that is
our common responsibility to prevent.

3-025-0000
Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, confronted with a Russian invasion of Ukraine, the
EU has provided a firm and united response. We have rightly decided to stand with the Ukrainian
people in the face of this criminal aggression. We did the right thing. We have to be with those
defending democracy, freedom and ultimately what we like to call the European values.

But it should be remembered, as you did in your speech, that within our European Union, these
same values cannot at all times and in all places be taken for granted either. That here too, it is
necessary to defend every day respect for fundamental rights and democracy, although luckily in
our case, not with a force of arms, because we do indeed have problems in this regard, and not all
of them are caused by threats coming from the outside.

While in some Member States we are spied on by the hacking of our phones — as has happened to
me and other colleagues in this Parliament. We have a serious problem when political and judicial
abuses committed in Member States must be called out by international organisations as it
recently happened to Spain. We have a problem when the rule of law continues to deteriorate in
some Member States and when we don't really use the mechanism to correct that situation, we
also have a problem.

So, Madam von der Leyen, I kindly ask you for more courage to protect, defend and improve the
state of democracy and the respect for fundamental rights in our Union.

3-026-0000
Jordan Bardella (ID). - Madame la Présidente du Parlement, Madame la Présidente de la
Commission européenne, nous y sommes. Voila les peuples d’Europe au pied du mur. Si I'état
d’urgence énergétique doit aujourd’hui étre déclaré, la guerre n'y est pas étrangere. Mais ce sont
d’abord et avant tout vos errements successifs que nous payons aujourd’hui. Vous illustrez
parfaitement le proverbe francais «’enfer est pavé de bonnes intentions».

Vous vouliez sortir de notre dépendance aux énergies fossiles, vous nous avez mis entre les mains
de la Russie, des Etats-Unis, de la Chine et des pétromonarchies du Golfe. Vous prétendiez
décarboner notre économie, nous rouvrons des centrales a charbon en raison d'une guerre
absurde et irrationnelle menée contre le nucléaire, sous la pression des Verts. Vous vouliez
effondrer 'économie russe, vous lui avez offert une manne financiere inespérée en démultipliant
ses revenus d’hydrocarbures. Vous prétendiez défendre I'écologie, vous importez du gaz de schiste
américain a grand renfort de méthaniers. Vous vous placiez en défenseur des valeurs de I'Europe,
vous vous mettez aujourd’hui a genoux devant '’Azerbaidjan qui bombarde le valeureux peuple
d’Arménie parce que vous mendiez ses hydrocarbures. Vous vantiez les mérites de I'Europe
sociale, vous préparez maintenant le rationnement de millions de familles francaises et
européennes qui n'ont jamais tant redouté l'hiver qui vient. Par vos incohérences, par vos
revirements insensés, par vos renoncements a la souveraineté, vous plongez nos peuples et leurs
entreprises dans la détresse en les confrontant a des urgences que 'on croyait d’'un autre temps.

La baisse de la TVA sur I'énergie, le retour a une saine maitrise des prix par la sortie du marché
européen de Iélectricité, la taxation des superprofits comme le soutien indéfectible a la filiere
nucléaire sont autant de mesures indispensables pour empécher que nous revenions a l'age de
pierre économique.
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Madame von der Leyen, partout, les peuples d’Europe sont en colere. Il nest pas loin le temps ou
ils vous demanderont avec la sévérité d'un juge devant le coupable: quavez-vous fait du réve
européen?

3-027-0000
Beata Szydlo (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Przewodniczgca Komisji! Szanowni Panstwo!
Najwazniejszy fragment dzisiejszego wystapienia pani przewodniczacej von der Leyen to ten, w
ktoérym przyznala, ze bledem byto niestuchanie Polski i innych krajow, ktore przestrzegaly przed
polityka prowadzong przez Uni¢ Europejska wobec Rosji Putina. To dobrze, ze te stowa padly.
Ale pytanie: czy jest to rzeczywista refleksja i chce, by na tym zdaniu, na tej refleksji budowacd
inng, lepsza, solidarng Uni¢ Europejska, bo takiej dzisiaj potrzebuja Europejczycy? Czy tez tylko i
wylacznie jest to zdanie, nad ktérym przejdziemy wszyscy do porzadku dziennego i bedzie dalej,
tak jak do tej pory?

Padlo tutaj wiele waznych zdan, ale padly tez zdania o koniecznosci obrony demokracji,
praworzadnosci w réznych europejskich krajach cztonkowskich. Tak, Unia Europejska musi staé
na strazy demokracji i praworzadnosci. Ale to znamienne, ze te stowa wypowiadajg przede
wszystkim politycy z frakcji liberalnych i socjalistycznych, przede wszystkim z Niemiec i Frangji. I
odnoszg si¢ one do rzekomego famania prawa, praworzadnosci i demokracji w Polsce czy na
Wegrzech. To jaka ma by¢ ta demokracja? Czy to ma by¢ demokracja taka, jak chca jej Niemcy?
Bo jak mam odebra¢ stowa pana przewodniczgcego Webera, ktéry mowi o wspieraniu Donalda
Tuska, a wigc wlacza si¢ w wewnetrzng walke polityczng, w kampani¢ wyborcza w Polsce? Czy to
ma by¢ tez demokracja, ktéra szanuje wybory polityczne obywateli w panistwach cztonkowskich?
O jakiej praworzadnosci my moéwimy ? Czy o tej praworzadnosci, ktora szanuje konstytucje
poszczegdlnych panstw cztonkowskich i nasze zasady, nasze traktaty? Czy takiej, ktéra jest dobra
wlasnie dla Niemiec, dla Frangji czy dla tych wigkszych, bogatszych, ktorzy chca swoja wizje
$wiata i Europy narzuci¢ innym?

Potrzebujemy jednosci i solidarno$ci. Za nasza granicg jest wojna. Ta wojna moze dotknaé nas
wszystkich. Dzisiaj musimy zjednoczy¢ si¢ i budowac jednos¢, zeby przeciwstawic si¢ Putinowi,
wyciaga¢ wnioski z przeszlosci. Nie cheg przypomina¢ réwniez o wsparciu dla Putina i dla Rosji
tutaj, w tej izbie. Nie chcg przypominad, ze to byli kanclerze Niemiec, byly kanclerz niemiecki
wspieral Putina i polityke energetyczng tego kraju. Dlatego, szanowni pafstwo, szanujmy sie. I
naprawde wiccej refleksji nad jednoscia i solidarnoscia nas wszystkich.

3-028-0000
Malin Bjork (The Left). — Fru kommissionsordforande! Fru talman! Jag ser med stort allvar och
stor oro pd den tid vi lever i. I mitt land, Sverige, ser vi ut att fd en regering som vilar pa ett
hogernationalistiskt och rasistiskt parti. Vid arsskiftet ar det mitt land, Sverige, som tar 6ver EU-
ordforandeskapet.

Vad kommer det att betyda for EU:s klimatpolitik att vara beroende av klimatfornekare? Vad
kommer det att betyda for EU:s demokrati- och rattsstatspolitik att regeringen i EU:s
ordforandeland lutar sig pa ett ging som pd en rak fraga inte kan vilja mellan Macron och Putin?
Jag dr ingen anhidngare av Macron, men jag kan vilja demokratin varje gdng jag stills infor en
sadan fraga.

Jag forvantar mig att du, fru kommissionsordférande, och kommissionen gor mer for att stoppa
hogerextrema och hogerauktoritira krafter i Europa. Det behovs for klimatet, f6r demokratin och
for en gemensam framtid.

Vi i vanstern kommer att gora allt vi kan. Vi kraver en klimatpolitik som lyssnar pé forskarna, inte
pa klimatfornekarna. Vi kommer att fortsitta att kriava hdrda tag mot Polen och Ungern, som
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trampar pa allt vad demokrati och rittsstat heter. Fria medier, oberoende domstolar, ett levande
civilsamhille — det r inte en lyx, utan det 4r ju en forutsittning hdr i Europa.

Vi kommer att fortsdtta att std upp for kvinnors rtt till abort, att vi sjilva ska fa bestimma 6ver
vira kroppar. Vi kommer att std upp for hbtqgi-personers rittigheter. Att ett kandidatland,
namligen Serbien, i detta nu forsoker forbjuda en pridemarsch, ar helt enkelt oacceptabelt!

Rysslands krig mot Ukraina — detta fruktansvarda krig — stiller ocksa krav pa oss. Naturligtvis
mdste vi investera i fornybart och gora oss oberoende av Putin, men vi maste ocksd gora om var
energimarknad. Jag vilkomnar de forslag som du har lagt fram — men vi far se nar de ligger pa
bordet. Vi maste beskatta 6vervinster betydligt hdrdare 4n vad du har sagt hir i dag.

Det finns ingen tid att forlora — da menar jag verkligen ingen tid att forlora! Jag forvantar mig att
du, till skillnad fran den svenska hogern, inte kommer att luta dig pd hogerextrema krafter. Da ar
det ndmligen kort. DA kan vi inte std upp for klimatet. D kan vi inte std upp for demokratiska
rattigheter. D kan vi inte std upp for vélfirden, och vi kan inte std upp for det som vi behover for
att bygga ett hallbart Europa. Det dr nu det giller. Vi har ingen tid att forlora.

3-029-0000
Tiziana Beghin (NI). — Signora Presidente, signora Presidente von der Leyen, onorevoli colleghi,
se limmagine simbolo dell'Unione europea durante la durante la pandemia & stata quella
drammatica dei reparti pieni di malati COVID, quella di oggi ¢ questa.

Questa ¢ la bolletta energetica che un piccolo imprenditore ligure ha ricevuto per il mese di
agosto: 5 600 EURE contro i 1 700 dell'anno scorso. Piu che triplicata. E per colpa di questo
salasso, molti imprenditori hanno gia cessato la loro attivita, molti saranno costretti a farlo e
milioni di famiglie non potranno arrivare alla fine del mese. A queste persone non possiamo
rispondere con vertici improduttivi, con parole e promesse: servono fatti!

Presidente von der Leyen, Lei ricorda gli incontri con il presidente Conte? Ecco, quello ¢ il modello
al quale vi dovete ispirare: il recovery fund ¢ la stella polare da seguire anche in questa crisi
energetica.

Poi servono subito, certamente, altre misure: un tetto al prezzo del gas, acquisti e stoccaggi
comuni, una tassa sugli extraprofitti. E a proposito di questo, non chiedete consiglio al governo
Draghi, perché hanno scritto male la legge dello Stato italiano e mancano entrate per 9 miliardi di
EUR su 10. Uno scandalo.

Questi fondi servono ora, per tagliare le bollette dei cittadini e delle imprese. Fate presto!

3-030-0000
Frances Fitzgerald (PPE). - Madam President, Europe today is facing crisis with war once again
on our continent. But Europe has increasingly responded well to crisis, and our determination to
do so again is unwavering. People and governments are looking to the EU, now more than ever, to
see how we can tackle those global problems. We know what they are: energy prices, climate
change, cost of living, inflation, job creation. Announcements are important, but now the EU
must act decisively. Thank you, President, for your leadership. But we now need a commitment
from all our Member States to implement all of these issues without delay. Use the funding, as the
President has said, that is there.

[ welcome the supports that have been announced for families and SMEs. SMEs are at the heart of
our economies. We know they are the job creators in our Member States. Only by working
together, EU and Member States, can we ensure that the worst impacts of Putin’s winter can be
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avoided. This should not be about a battle of competencies, but a commitment to deliver. Our
citizens are waiting.

3-031-0000
Alex Agius Saliba (S&D). — Sinjura President, i¢c-¢ittadini Ewropej bhalissa qed iharsu lejna
sabiex noffru s-soluzzjonijiet ghall-krizi ekonomika u so¢jali li ninsabu fiha. L-azzjonijiet li ser
niehdu llum ser jiddeterminaw l-istat tal-Unjoni Ewropea ta’ ghada. Prezzijiet tal-energija u l-ikel,
l-inflazzjoni li qed tikber b’rata mghaggla hafna, b’konsegwenzi negattivi fit-tul li halliet fugna I-
pandemija, zieda fil-qghad u tnaqqis fil-kapacita tax-xiri ghall-familji taghna, zieda tal-faqar
materjali u zieda fl-inugwaljanza so¢jali.

Dan kollu huwa biss parti minn problema aktar wiesgha li ged naffacjaw. Problema li ser taffetwa
hafna u hafna nies fis-snin li gejjin u li se ggib maghha konsegwenzi drammatici ghall-aktar gruppi
vulnerabbli fis-so¢jeta taghna.

Ghalhekk nemmen li wasal iz-zmien illi jkollna skema Ewropea ta’ riassigurazzjoni tal-qghad
permanenti, li tiggieled kontra 1-qghad, li tippreserva l-impjiegi u d-dhul tal-haddiema u li tohloq
fond gdid tal-Unjoni Ewropea ghall-emergenzi so¢jali. Jehtieg li nappoggjaw lill-persuni fil-fagar,
nappoggjaw lill-persuni b'dizabilita, liz-zghazagh, lill-anzjani, lil dawk gieghda, lil min jagla’ paga
minima jew min sahansitra lanqas biss ghandu salarju, inkluz il-haddiema tal-pjattaformi, li ma
ghandhom l-ebda drittijiet, li ma ghandhom l-ebda protezzjoni.

3-032-0000
Dita Charanzova (Renew). — Madam President, Madam President of the European Commission,
well, difficult moments in Europe indeed: how to continue helping Ukraine and at the same time
how to mitigate the energy crisis in Europe? Households are struggling to pay the energy bills.
Doctors to close their practices. Industries preparing massive redundancies.

There is a French, German, Spanish way on how to deal with this crisis. It’s time to decide what we
must do at European level to help citizens in their current struggle and those industries heavily
affected. Some companies will receive state aid in one country while the same sector in another
country will not. We need to ensure a fair level playing field for all affected sectors in Europe.

Winter is coming, we need solidarity, common rules, targeted help for affected businesses and,
above all, for our citizens.

3-033-0000
David Cormand (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, merci pour ce discours. Et puis merci a
cet hommage pudique que vous avez rendu aux écologistes en parlant des précurseurs qui avaient
pensé des les années 70 que le fossile avait ses limites. Je dis hommage pudique parce que vous ne
nous avez pas cités, mais je sais que vous pensez nous accompagner.

Madame la Présidente, pour les efforts que nous allons devoir faire, pour la transition écologique
que nous devons mener, il faut des moyens. Et il y a une question politique fondamentale qui se
pose, c’est que quand on veut financer des changements, il faut poser la question: qui paye? Je vous
remercie d’avoir proposé cette fiscalité exceptionnelle sur ce qu'on appelle les superprofits. Notre
conviction est qu'il ne faut pas réduire la fiscalité aux superprofits, mais aux profits en général, et
notamment aux transactions financieres, etc. Vous savez que pour financer le plan de relance et les
plans de relance peut-étre a venir, nous sommes en discussion pour obtenir cette fiscalité juste.
Nous avons besoin de votre soutien pour que les Etats consentent a ces efforts.

Pour finir, je voudrais vous dire que les visionnaires que nous étions il y a 40 ans vous appellent a
entendre aujourd’hui que 'hydrogene n’est pas la formule magique pour résoudre nos problemes
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énergétiques. Il faut d’abord penser la sobriété juste et le développement des énergies
renouvelables de fagon décentralisée.

3-034-0000
Gunnar Beck (ID). — Madam President, Commission President, we expected a speech on the State
of the Union and got one on Ukraine, the blessings of public debt, the green religion and the
fantasy economy.

Tatsdchlich herrscht in der EU Stagflation mit tiber 9 % Inflation und dem niedrigsten Wachstum
der entwickelten Welt. Fiir Deutschland erwartet das IFO-Institut nun Rezession und eine
Inflationsrate von zeitweise iiber 10 %. Die Schweiz indes hat 3,5 % Inflation und 2,6 % reales
Wachstum. Das zeigt: Hyperinflation ist vermeidbar und solides Wachstum in Europa noch
moglich. Unsere Stagflation ist also nicht Folge von COVID oder Ukrainekrieg, sondern
hausgemacht durch undurchdachte Sanktionen und einen Green Deal, der Energie unbezahlbar
macht und null Einfluss auf das Weltklima hat.

Jetzt soll der EU-Migrationspakt noch dutzende Millionen Migranten zu uns holen. Jeder Einzelne
davon kostet uns nach einer dianischen Studie iiber 600 000 Euro. Das Geld dafiir druckt die EZB,
und Geldmengenzuwachs und Euro-Verfall bedeuten noch mehr Inflation.

Fragt mich jemand: ,Was konnen wir jetzt noch tun?“, sage ich stets: ganz einfach — genau das
Gegenteil dessen, was deutsche Bundesregierung und EU-Kommission seit Jahren machen. Das
wire der allzeit billigste Aufbauplan und die einzige Zukunft fiir NextGenerationEU.

3-036-0000
Roberts Zile (ECR). — Priekssédétajas kundze, fon der Leienas kundze! Man ir jasak ar to, ka §i ir
labaka runa — State of the Union runa, ko es esmu $eit dzirdgjis daudzu gadu garuma. Tacu tikai
taja dala, kura ir atri un konkréti darbi, kas ir jaizdara, ko jis prezentéjat Sodien, jo taja jus teicat
to, kas $aja sarezgitaja situacija ir jaizdara, un centaties, manuprat, taja dala neizdabat Seit
daudzajiem politiskajiem uzskatiem. Un paldies par to!

Sis ir acu atvérsanas gads, kura dala Eiropas gulgja salda miega un plasi ciet aizvértam acim. Jaatver
acis! Jasaprot, ka situacija ir savadaka, un jastiprina savs sapju slieksnis! Pieméram, pirms gadiem
més izveidojam Eiropas Energétikas savienibu. Ta vieta — més dabdjam jaunu caurulvadu uz
Krieviju. Un tagad daudziem sap. Un Seit es gribétu teikt, ka jisu programma energotirgus joma
skiet pienemama, un ejiet atri, manuprat, ar Siem soliem uz sarezgitam sarunam ar dalibvalstim un
panakat to, lai tas neizjauc energétikas sektora, protams, vienoto tirgu, kas ir arkartigi svarigi.

Vél més pirms kara Ukraina sakam veidot Stratégisko kompasu. Tacu kar§ Ukraina — ukrainiem
balstoties galvenokart uz miisu transatlantiskajiem partneriem un tas Eiropas kaiminu valstim —
liek, manuprat, mums parskatit §1 kompasa virzienu. Un ari NATO paplasinasanas Eiropa ari
pierada to, kur ir drosibas adata §im kompasam. Tapéc es aicinatu jis un ari miisu pasu kolégus
koncentréties uz svarigo un izskiro$o. Un neskiedisim spékus uz nebtisko!

(Runatdjs piekrita atbildet uz zilas kartites uzstasanos)

3-037-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D), interventie de tip ,cartonas albastru”. — Stimate coleg, ati spus ca discursul
legat de starea Uniunii a fost cel mai bun de cand sunteti in acest Parlament si da, dacd ma gandesc
cd doamna Presedintd a spus de foarte multe ori ,trebuie” si ,vreau”, este adevarat.

Acum, cand vorbim, insd, 25 de milioane de cetdteni europeni au salariul minim si nu putem
vorbi de viitor si de tinte 2030 si 2050 fard sa stim ce facem acum, pentru cd ritmul in care se iau
decizii de la ,vreau” si ,trebuie” la masuri concrete este foarte lent.
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Vom vota abia in octombrie o situatie, o lund rece deja, un sezon rece. Ce credeti cd ar trebui...
(Presedinta a intrerupt vorbitoarea)... totusi sd facem concret pentru a ajuta si cetdtenii, si IMM-urile?

3-038-0000
Roberts Zile (ECR), blue-card reply. — I think I caught the point in English. So well, of course, there
are difficulties and it was a very painful time. But while my Group and also in my political view is
always that everybody, all ruling bodies like governments and EU level should do their own work
on this crisis situation.

For example, I think most should be done to decrease this pain level by national governments and
at the same time the European Union level should take responsibilities to keep it in a balance in
joint actions in the single market and energy problems and so on. That’s my ideal combination on
how we can solve this crisis.

3-039-0000
Agvtépng Nikohdou-ANafavog (NI). — Kupia npoedpe, 1 ophia g TIpoédpou ftav éva molepikd
napeApnpe. Tat; At ta eupondikd povondlia, mou aflomotoly TOAULOPPA TOV IUTEPLANLOTIKO
MONELLO KAt TIG KUPWOELS Katd TG Pwoiag, topa maipvouy déon yia v «avoikodopnon» g Oukpaviag.
Ot \aot, Notndv, va pn dtahéEouv mheupd otov tpmeplalioTikod moNepo, oty avapétprjon HITA-EE-NATO
pe ™ Poota kat v Kiva.

H 8¢ eupomaikr cag AUon yia To evepyelakd KOOTOG mpaypatikd ekfialer Tov Aaod: «mAnpoote 1
nayooter. 'Opwg, 1 extivaln e akpifeiag Eekivioe moAU mpwv amd Tov mOAepo. Artia eivai 1)
EUPWEVOIOIOKT] «ipaovi) petafact)y, 1 aneheudépwon TG EVEPYELAG KAl 1) AMONYVITOTOINOT), TOU
dopakiCouv v kepdogopia Twv opiwv. Kat, fefaia, To 0Tt ot evepyetakol kohoooot da potpactoly Ta
KEPOT TOUG pe Tov Aad anotelet kopoidia.

To kamtaAioTiko cUOTIHA MOV €0¢lG UnepaoTileoTe otepel orfpepa, To 2022, akOpa Kat Ta OTOLXELOON.
Tevva kpioeig, moépoug, expetaMevon, mpooguytd. H Euponaikr Eveon povo yeipotepn yivetat. Avon
da dwoouv o1 haoi! Atekdikavtag dpactiki pelwor TOV TGV Kat TAAQOV 0e KaUota Kal evépyela,
Katapynon adikwv gopwv. H evépyela va eivat KOeviKO ayado kat OXL ERTOPEVHA, He ToV Aao 110K T
ToU mAoUToU Kat anodéopevon and v Eupenaikn Eveoor.

3-040-0000
Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Senhora Presidente do Parlamento, Senhora Presidente Von der Leyen,
antes de mais manifesto toda a solidariedade a Ucrdnia e saddo esta iniciativa de trazer cd a
Primeira Dama como simbolo do nosso compromisso para com os ucranianos, agradecendo
muito o empenho que estd a por na Convencdo. Para o PPE é fundamental que nds comecemos ja
a desenhar o futuro da Europa para termos uma Europa preparada para os desafios do pos-guerra.

E agora queria deixar uma pergunta muito clara: falou no discurso, e varias vezes se referiu, aos
erros que nds cometemos para estarmos na dependéncia energética da Russia, como houve
Estados-Membros e a préopria Unido que ndo ouviram os governos e as populagdes de outros
Estados. Pois neste momento, a propdsito das interconexoes entre a Peninsula [bérica e a Franca, o
Presidente Macron recusa essas interconexdes. Serd que a Comissdo Europeia vai ser cimplice? O
Primeiro-Ministro Anténio Costa, que em tudo segue o Presidente Macron, foi incapaz de o
convencer a isto.

Pergunto: a Unido Europeia vai deixar que a Franca cometa o erro cometido pela Alemanha
quando fez o Nord Stream II? Vamos repetir o mesmo erro agora? Pomo-nos na dependéncia
energética quando temos aqui uma solucdo excelente. Temos na Grécia, temos na Itdlia, mas
também temos na Peninsula Ibérica, para fornecer os mercados europeus.
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Esta € a pergunta que deixo: o que vai a Comissdo Europeia dizer ao Sr. Macron?

3-041-0000
Pedro Marques (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, cara Presidente da Comissdo Europeia, caras e
caros colegas, nos ultimos meses, face a invasdo da Ucrania, os nossos cidaddos responderam com
solidariedade. Hoje, com a guerra a sentir-se cada vez mais na Europa, ¢ nosso dever proteger os
europeus deste tsunami social, para que a onda de solidariedade europeia com a Ucrania nio perca
forca.

Presidente Von der Leyen, o compromisso de limitar lucros especulativos para fins sociais é
positivo. Vem tarde, mas mais vale tarde do que nunca. Hd paises que andaram mais depressa
nesta matéria, como foi o caso de Portugal e Espanha, protegendo os consumidores, baixando as
tarifas. Ainda bem. Mas nem todos foram tio lestos.

Esperamos agora determinac¢do da Comissdo e que acabe o arrastar dos pés do lado do Conselho
para baixar a fatura energética de familias e pequenas empresas. Um novo SURE que venha para
ficar, para nos proteger dos efeitos do desemprego. Um futuro com mais igualdade, sem
populismos e sem tirania. Agir ja, para que o inverno ndo congele a esperanca dos europeus.

3-042-0000
Nicola Beer (Renew). — Sehr geehrte Prisidentinnen! Die Lage der Union konnte kaum
angespannter sein. Putin fuhrt Krieg, auch einen Energiekrieg, gegen ganz Europa. Jetzt heift es:
Klug und geschlossen dagegenhalten, sonst droht Europa in einen Wutwinter zu schlittern. Jede
Energiequelle hilft jetzt, Insolvenzen und soziale Verwerfungen zu verhindern. Wir brauchen alle
verfuigbaren Kapazititen. Jetzt einen Bogen um AKWs zu machen, ist vermessen und realititsfern.
Energie muss nicht nur vorhanden sein, sie muss auch bezahlbar bleiben, und zwar quer durch die
Gesellschaft.

In dieser Krise Marktverwerfungen entgegenzutreten ist richtig, aber, Frau von der Leyen, die EU-
Kommission darf und wird keine Carte blanche bekommen, um dauerhaft in den Binnenmarkt
einzugreifen. Das wire keine Not-, sondern Planwirtschaft. Europa muss jetzt auf eine befristete
Strompreisbremse, europdischen Einkauf, vernetzte Infrastruktur und strategisch neue Energien
wie Fusionsenergie setzen.

Ein zukunftsreiches Europa braucht auch noch ganz andere Energien: Energien fiir Reformen, eine
Reform der Fiskalregeln — endlich wieder straffen, ohne neue Schuldenberge aufzubauen —,
Reformen auch fir die EU. Und das, Frau Kommissionsprisidentin, war Thr Versprechen auch
heute. Jetzt ist es an lhnen, das einzulosen. Wir warten auf konkrete Schritte mit einem
Verfassungskonvent, um Europa wieder fit zu machen, nicht nur fiir diesen Winter.

3-043-0000
Heidi Hautala (Verts/ALE). — President, [ say to President Von der Leyen: in your speech you
mentioned that through trade policy we can not only strengthen our economy, but also promote
shared values with like-minded countries .

And one year ago you made the important announcement: the EU will put in place a ban on
imports of goods made with forced labour. And I understand that the Commission is now
expected to publish its proposal for such a law in a couple of hours. Could you confirm this?

There are 50 million modern slaves in the world today and a majority of them work in the global
value chains with often a European consumer at the end of the chain. We must do everything to
make this legislation work, to ensure the EU or its companies are not complicit in supporting
state-sponsored or other forced labour. And it’s very important that, when violations do happen,
effective remedy to victims needs to take place.
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Dear President finally, the report finally released by the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Michelle Bachelet, is yet another proof of horrendous abuses, including massive forced
labour amounting to, at the very least, crimes against humanity in Xinjiang.

Will you make sure that the EU enforces an effective regime alongside the US and our other global
partners before even the conclusion of further trade agreements?

3-044-0000
Gerolf Annemans (ID). — Voorzitter, ik hoor de laatste dagen dat steeds meer mensen
zogenaamd een oplossing verwachten van de Europese Unie.

Ik weet niet of de vertaling dit zal kunnen overbrengen, maar in het Nederlands hebben wij daar
een uitdrukking voor: zij gaan bij de duivel te biechten. Daarmee drukken wij in onze taal uit dat
de slachtoffers zich in de armen werpen van degene die hun problemen heeft veroorzaakt.

Een Europese Unie die sinds de financiéle crisis met een bijna verdubbeling van de geldhoeveelheid
de inflatie-explosie z€If heeft veroorzaakt.

Een Europese Unie die met een jarenlange Green Deal-hetze, met de sluiting van kerncentrales en
het ontwrichten van onze energiebevoorrading de explosie van de energieprijzen zelf mee in gang
zette, nog lang voordat de Russische inval in Oekraine een feit was.

Een Europese Unie die met haar Reset-concepten, haar duurzame ontwikkeling en haar “building
back better”-onzin de de-industrialisering van ons continent en de implosie van klein
ondernemerschap én van onze landbouw heeft ingezet.

Een Europese Unie die met haar opgedrongen massa-immigratie zowel onze Europese cultuur als
ons sociaal systeem heeft ontwricht.

Alstublieft, mensen, word wakker. De Europese Unie is geen oplossing voor onze problemen. Ze
is z€If een van onze grootste problemen.

3-045-0000
Robert Roos (ECR). — Voorzitter, mevrouw Von der Leyen, minister, collega’s en Commissie, we
hebben het vandaag over de staat van de Europese Unie en de staat van de Europese Unie is crisis,
een Crisis van energie.

Jarenlang hebben deze Commissie en het Parlement kernenergie gesaboteerd en onze eigen
fossiele productie onmogelijk gemaakt. We moesten en zouden inzetten op onbetrouwbare zon
en wind. Nu dreigt een koude winter en krijgt Rusland de schuld. Maar iedere zelfreflectie
ontbreekt.

We bevinden ons ook in een crisis van koopkracht. Door het ECB-beleid bereikt de inflatie
dubbele cijfers en gaat het zuurverdiende geld van gewone spaarders in rook op. De Europese Unie
heeft geen oplossing.

En in mijn ogen komt dit alles voort uit een veel grotere crisis: een crisis van nationale
soevereiniteit. Want nagenoeg alle problemen waarmee de Europese Unie momenteel kampt,
worden veroorzaakt door de Eurofederalistische ideologie van deze Commissie.

Europese eenmaking is een doel op zich geworden. Alles moet groen en woke. Voor deze
Commissie is de burger slechts een sta-in-de-weg. In een Unie die alleen zou draaien om handel,
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zouden landen ieder hun eigen oplossingen kunnen vinden. Wat werkt voor Nederland werkt niet
per se voor Portugal en vice versa, maar in de EU kan dat niet meer. De Commissie trekt steeds
meer macht naar zich toe en regeert bij dictaat. Eurofederalisme leidt ons van de ene naar de
andere crisis.

Dit kan zo niet langer. Het is de hoogste tijd voor een terugkeer naar een Europa van soevereine
landen.

3-046-0000
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajoé (NI). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Présidente de la
Commission, vous avez dit que c’était une bataille entre 'autocratie et la démocratie et vous avez
raison, c’est le vrai combat. Vous avez rappelé les paroles du Président Sassoli en disant que la
démocratie doit étre renouvelée et vous avez décrit les menaces réelles qui viennent de I'extérieur.
Malheureusement, vous avez oublié des menaces tres sérieuses qui viennent de l'intérieur. Vous
n'avez pas eu un instant pour nous rappeler que les démocraties n'espionnent pas leurs citoyens,
ni leurs responsables politiques, ni leurs journalistes, ni leurs militants et avocats, comme c’est le
cas de la Grece et de 'Espagne.

Vous n'avez pas eu le temps de nous rappeler que les démocraties respectent les arréts de la Cour
européenne des droits de 'Thomme et qu'elles ne font pas comme I'Espagne, qui ne respecte pas
61 % des arréts. La démocratie vaincra 'autoritarisme. Mais elle doit étre renforcée de I'intérieur. Et
ce n'est pas évident aujourd’hui. Surtout quand vos commissaires se font photographier avec
l'extréme-droite et refusent de recevoir des eurodéputés victimes d’espionnage qui ont recueilli
plus d’un million de voix.

3-047-0000
Daniel Caspary (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin! Ein Entlastungspaket fur kleine und mittelstindische
Unternehmen, eine offensive Auflenhandelsstrategie und ein Gesetz zur Absicherung der
Rohstoffversorgung — Frau Kommissionsprasidentin, danke fiir Thre konkreten Ankiindigungen,
die Mut machen. Wir miissen jetzt auch als Parlament aber ein Zeichen setzen und jegliche
belastende Gesetzgebung zuriickstellen: die Richtlinie fiir Industrieemissionen, das Zero Pollution
Package, der Vorschlag fiir ein Bodengesundheitsgesetz, die Uberarbeitung der
Umweltstrafrechtlinie, das Lieferkettengesetz und, und, und.

Meine Damen und Herren, Biirgerinnen und Biirger stehen schon jetzt vor groffen
Herausforderungen. Sie brauchen daher mehr Raum zum Atmen. Wir miissen daher geplante
Gesetzgebung, die weitere Belastungen bringt, verschieben. Bitte priifen Sie das alle. Ich bitte Sie,
nehmen Sie das ernst! Wir zumindest setzen uns dafiir ein.

Und auch gilt: Das Essen wird immer teurer, und gleichzeitig kommt die neue
Pflanzenschutzverordnung. Nach Schitzungen gidbe es allein in Deutschland auf dber
drei Millionen Hektar Fliche sieben Millionen Tonnen Getreide weniger. Das wiirde unsere
Eigenversorgung weiter schwichen. Deshalb meine Bitte: Uberlegen Sie, ob man diesen Vorschlag
nicht doch noch einmal zuriickziehen und tiberarbeiten kann. Wir brauchen in dieser schwierigen
Zeit mehr heimische Landwirtschaft und nicht weniger.

3-048-0000
Heléne Fritzon (S&D). — Fru talman! Fru kommissionsordforande! Kriser, klimat, pandemi,
Rysslands krig i Ukraina och nu ocksa en energikris — kriser som kraver gemensamma losningar,
politiskt mod och tydligt ledarskap. Jag forvantar mig att kommissionen lever upp till allt detta.

Stodet till och solidariteten med Ukraina mdste fortsitta. Det dr viktigt eftersom vi ser kvinnor och
barn som lider varje dag. Vi fick ett bra besked i dag om ateruppbyggnaden av skolor i Ukraina.
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Fore vintern krdvs nu snabba losningar for att mildra de vansinniga elrdkningarna i véra
medlemsstater, men det fdr inte innebira att vi pausar klimatomstillningen. Vi maste satsa dnnu
mer pd fornybart.

Sist men inte minst i denna oroliga tid: EU maste vara garanten for demokrati, jaimstilldhet och
jamlikhet i en svér tid.

3-049-0000
Guy Verhofstadt (Renew). - Madame la Présidente, c’est dommage que M. Bardella ne soit plus
la parce quil faut avoir du culot pour dire ce qu’il a dit ici. Attaquer la présidente de la
Commission, qui serait responsable de l'inflation, qui serait responsable de I'augmentation des
prix, quand tout le monde sait que c’est la guerre en Ukraine avec Poutine, et que c’est eux qui
défendent Poutine et sympathisent avec lui depuis des années... Il faut avoir du culot pour le faire!
Et ils sont méme payés, peut-étre? Je ne sais pas ce quil y a sur la liste des Américains. ¢a ne
m’étonnerait pas si le nom de Mme Le Pen et celui du Rassemblement national étaient sur la liste
des Américains, payés par les Russes.

That said, Madam President, I thought there was one black hole in your speech — not so big as
those were discovered for the moment, but — that is the absence of defence, because I think really
that we are going to live in a total new world order, with huge problems for our security. And you
never know what happens if tweeting Trump is returning in the US, then we will be on our own
for our own security. So a defence community is an absolute necessity.

We are spending today EUR 240 billion on defence in Europe, the same amount as China, four
times more as Russia. We have 130 weapons systems in Europe. We have a world record of
soldiers in the world — 2.4 million. And we are powerless. That’s at least the sentiment of most
people.

So my request to you is when we have a convention, and thank you for supporting it so clearly, we
need to talk also by that and we need to come forward with, I shouldn’t say a copy, but a draft like
the Treaty of Paris of 1952, negotiated by Adenauer, de Gasperi and Robert Schuman. That’s the
way forward. Don’t forget it. And fill the black hole, please.

3-051-0000
Jaak Madison (ID). — Madam President, Ms von der Leyen, dear Guy Verhofstadt, I would start
with Guy, when he mentioned that the real reason for the huge prices is Putin. I have to just
correct you. The price crisis started in Greece six months before the war. We had problems already
in the last year, in December and January, and Putin was just a trigger for the real reason. And the
real reason is that we have had a crazy green policy in the last two decades.

We are hating fossil fuels. We are hating nuclear, like in Germany. It’s a perfect idea, of course —
shut down the nuclear! It’s really bad! It’s risky. Let’s hope for the unstable wind and sun. It’s an
amazing idea. Go to Sweden in January, there’s a lot of sun. It’s beautiful. It’s like in Spain in
summer. Absolutely! A stable energy. And this is the reason why we gave the power to Putin to
play with us. And this is also the fault of Mrs von der Leyen. What did the European Commission
do at time when Germany started to build Nord Stream 2? Nothing. They said, ‘Oh, it’s just a
political thing, it’s just an economical thing’. There is no economics without politics, and that’s
also your fault. You're also responsible for the last two decades, when you didn’t invest anything in
the German defence, and now you are surprised, ‘Oh, we can't help Ukraine anymore, and the
Russians are playing with us’. That’s the real reason.

(The President cut off the speaker)
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3-052-0000
Martin Sonneborn (NI). — Frau Prisidentin, sehr geehrte Frau von der Leyen! Mit Karl Kraus zu
sprechen: Mir fallt zum Zustand der EU nichts ein. Um uns von einem Gaslieferanten zu l6sen, der
einen brutalen Angriffskrieg fuhrt — Putin —, haben Sie uns einen gesucht, der einen brutalen
Angriffskrieg fithrt — Aliyev. Auch wenn viele deutsche Medien schweigen — derzeit tiberfallt die
Oldiktatur, die zum vertrauenswiirdigen Partner erklirt wurde von IThnen, das demokratische
Armenien.

Respekt fiir diese Wahl. Immerhin liegt unser neuer bester Kumpel Aserbaidschan in Sachen
Demokratie, Presse und biirgerliche Freiheiten noch weit hinter Russland. Nur bei der Bestechung
korrupter CDU-Honks ist Aliyev ganz vorn.

Als Sie Thren Dienst hier antraten, dachte ich, Sie seien lediglich unfihig und ein bisschen
kriminell. Inzwischen weif ich, dass Sie auch beeindruckend moralfrei sind. An den
Auflengrenzen sterben tdglich Fliichtlinge, Fracking, Gas und Atomkraft sind auf einmal
nachhaltig, und Sie l6schen routiniert Thre SMS zu den Milliardenzahlungen an Pfizer. Mir fallt zur
EU nichts mehr ein, auf8er: Wir sollten Europa nicht den Laien tiberlassen.

3-053-0000
Angelika Niebler (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissionsprasidentin, Herr Ratsvertreter,
liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen! Die Ukraine benétigt weiterhin unsere maximal mogliche
Unterstiitzung. Frau Prasidentin, Sie sagten: It is time to support, not for appeasement.” Ich kann das
nur unterstiitzen. Aber auch unsere Biirgerinnen und Biirger und Unternehmen trifft der Krieg ins
Mark: hohe Inflation, horrende Energiepreise, Haushalte haben keinen Spielraum mehr, Betriebe
fahren ihre Produktionen zuriick, Insolvenzen sind an der Tagesordnung.

Ich denke, zwei Sachen sind notwendig. Erstens: In Zeiten von Angebotsverknappung miissen wir
alles an Kapazititen, an Ressourcen hochfahren. Das gilt fiir unsere Energieversorgung genauso
wie fiir unsere Lebensmittelversorgung. Und zum Zweiten: Entlasten statt belasten ist das Gebot
der Stunde, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen. Ich habe vernommen, dass es ein SME-Paket geben
soll. Ich sage mal: Die Worte hor' ich wohl, allein mir fehlt der Glaube.

Ich nehme wahr, dass die Maschinerie in der Kommission ungeschminkt, ungebremst weiterlduft.
Business as usual ist an der Tagesordnung. Ich freue mich auf die konkreten Vorschlige. Was wird
wann zuriickgezogen? Ziel muss sein, Wertschopfung bei uns hier in Europa zu halten und zu
verhindern, dass andere Regionen in der Welt davon profitieren, dass es Kriege in Europa gibt.

3-054-0000
Gabriele Bischoff (S&D). — Frau Prasidentin, Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Das Gespenst geht um
in Europa, das Gespenst der Rezession. Wir befinden uns im Wettlauf gegen die Zeit, aber im
Wettlauf der Taten, nicht im Wettkampf um die schonen Worte und Symbolpolitik.

Sie haben wichtige konkrete Projekte genannt: price caps, Ubergewinnsteuer. Das ist gut so, aber
ein Thema haben Sie wieder systematisch vernachlassigt, nimlich, wie wir die sozialen Folgen
dieser Krise in den Griff bekommen. Denn die Angst geht um bis in die Mittelschicht, die Angst, in
Armut abzurutschen, und die Angst, die Rechnungen nicht mehr bezahlen zu konnen. Wenn wir
uns die diisteren Perspektiven zum Beispiel in den energieintensiven Industrien angucken, dann ist
es doch fahrlissig, dass wir nicht jetzt zu diesem Zeitpunkt bereits SURE 2.0, SURE +— was
immer — wirklich ausriisten, damit wir gewappnet sind und nicht noch Massenarbeitslosigkeit
dazubekommen. Deshalb meine Bitte: Riisten Sie sozial nach! Der soziale Friede in Europa
braucht das.
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3-055-0000
Adrian Vazquez Lazara (Renew). — Sefiora presidenta, este no es un debate mds de la Union.
Seflora Von der Leyen, las medidas que usted ha anunciado hoy y cémo consigamos llevarlas a
cabo definirdn en gran medida el futuro de nuestro proyecto comtn. Y necesitamos, mas que
nunca, coraje, solidaridad y resistencia. Y le doy la enhorabuena por la audacia de sus propuestas,
que espero consigan aliviar y reducir el impacto que esa tormenta perfecta tendrd en los
ciudadanos europeos durante el invierno que se avecina.

Pero también somos conscientes de que este invierno no va a durar cuatro o cinco meses, va a
durar mucho mas. Y, por eso, necesitamos también soluciones a medio y a largo plazo. Soluciones
como la construccion de infraestructuras que nos interconecten mejor, que nos permitan alcanzar
esa independencia energética que tanto necesitamos. Soluciones como respaldar una moratoria
nuclear que nos permita transitar hacia los objetivos verdes sin pedir mayores sacrificios a
nuestros ciudadanos. Ya les hemos pedido suficientes. Soluciones que deberfamos haber hecho
hace afios y que no pueden esperar mas.

3-056-0000
Harald Vilimsky (ID). - Frau Prisidentin, meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren! Gut, dass wir
heute iiber den Zustand Europas sprechen konnen. Denn so schlecht, so erbiarmlich, so zum
Fremdschdmen, wie sich die europiische Politik aktuell darstellt, war es schon lange nicht mehr.
Und ich dachte, nach Jean-Claude Juncker kann es eigentlich nur besser werden. Aber man wird
taglich eines Besseren belehrt, wie schlecht eigentlich Politik gemacht werden kann. Man hat fast
den Eindruck, dass hier eine Mehrheit der europaischen Nomenklatura bewusst diesen Kontinent
an die Wand fahren mochte, so wie sich die Politik zurzeit darstellt.

Ich gebe Thnen zwei Beispiele. Das Erste: der Corona-Wahnsinn — mochte ich fast sagen —, wo man
mit einer kontinentweiten Lockdown-Sperre und Lockdown-Politik Wohlstand vernichtet hat, wo
man Arbeitslosigkeit produziert hat und wo man Konkurse und Insolvenzen produziert hat. Und
das Aktuelle: der Sanktionenwahnsinn im Krieg Russland gegen Ukraine, wo man sich nicht
starkmacht dafiir, dass Frieden herbeigefithrt wird, sondern Geld und Waffen schickt und die
europdischen Biirger in eine Notstandssituation mit Energiekrise treibt, wo man ihnen sagt: Badet
nicht mehr, duscht nicht mehr, heizt nicht mehr.

Ich kann nur hoffen, dass sich mit den kommenden europdischen Wahlen die
Mehrheitsverhiltnisse so dndern, dass Europa wieder einen Weg geht, Frieden, Freiheit und
Wohlstand — ich komme zum Schluss — fiir moglichst alle europiischen Biirger zu schaffen.

3-057-0000
Milan Uhrik (NI). - VédZzend pani predsedajiica, pani predsednicka von der Leyenovd, pred
chvilou ste povedali, Ze Eurdpska tinia musi vykorenit korupciu zo svojich vlastnych radov. Ja sa
vas teda v duchu tohto pytam, preco nechcete zverejnit vasu komunikaciu s riaditelom Pfizeru za
nakup vakein za 30 milidrd EUR? Preco to tajite pred verejnostou a preco to v sticasnosti tajite aj
pred auditormi?

Pretoze toto je skuto¢ny obraz Eurdpskej tnie. Toto je podla vés, prosim vds, transparentnost? Na
zaklade tohto chcete, aby eurdpski obcania doverovali Eurdpskej anii?

Hovorili ste, ze Eurépa dala Ukrajine uz viac ako 90 milidrd EUR. A ja sa znovu, mozno
neprijemne pytam, odkial a na tkor ¢oho tieto peniaze id? Kam tieto peniaze smeruju? Komu
tieto peniaze smeruji? Nerozkradaja ich ndhodou aj nejaki oligarchovia? Kontroluje vobec niekto,
kam tieto miliardy Eurépanov redlne ida?
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Ci uZ aj toto su teraz toxické otdzky, na zéklade ktorych sa nemozeme pytat, lebo to moze byt
niekomu neprijemné?

Viete, ja sa odmietam zmierit s tym, Ze Eurdpska unia alebo Eurépa md slizif len nejakym
nadndrodnym korporacidm alebo zdujmom velmoci. Budeme na to poukazovat znovu a znovu,
pretoZe je to nasa praca.

3-058-0000
Andrzej Halicki (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Tak, mamy wojn¢ w Europie i nie tylko te
zbrodnicza agresj¢ Rosji na Ukraing, ale takze wojng o bezpieczenstwo energetyczne, o
bezpieczenistwo gospodarcze, o miejsca pracy, a takze walke o prawa obywatelskie. Wszyscy,
ktorzy atakujg dzisiaj solidarnosé, jedno$¢ i Wspdlnote Europejska, a takze nasze wspélne
dzialania, by obroni¢ te najwazniejsze wyzwania, stajg si¢ wspolnikami Rosji, staja si¢
wsp6lnikami wrogéw Europy. Czy chcg, czy nie chcg, sa wspdélnikami Putina. Dlatego dzigkuje za
cieple stowa o Polakach, o Polsce, o ostrzezeniach. Tym bardziej z podwéjng sita powinnismy
wdrozy¢ Europejska Wspdlnote Energetyczng. To koncepcja Jerzego Buzka i Donalda Tuska. Ale
dzisiaj ta Europejska Wspdlnota Energetyczna powinna by¢ szersza, powinna objaé Ukraing,
Moldawig, Gruzje, aspirujace do Wspodlnoty panistwa batkanskie. Przeciez na tym wilasnie polega
solidarnos¢ europejska, to musimy pokazac w praktyce.

Zdanie do prezydencji czeskiej — rozwigzanie umowy o polityce wizowej z 2007 r. to pierwszy
wazny krok, ale przeciez nie jest kontrowersyjny. Zebralismy tu podpisy w péttora dnia, od ID po
Zielonych, by obja¢ zakazem wizowym i przyjazdem do Europy czlonkéw rodzin oséb
mundurowych administracji centralnej. Przeciez nie tylko Putin jest zly. Rosyjskie spoleczenistwo
daje przyzwolenie na t¢ agresje i musimy odpowiedzie¢ europejska solidarnoscig takze w tym
kierunku, zakazujgc im podrézowania po Europie.

3-059-0000

Rovana Plumb (S&D). - Doamnd Presedinti, doamnd Presedintd Von der Leyen, salutim
propunerile concrete pe care le-ati ficut astizi, dar este nevoie ca impreund sd actiondm imediat.

in domeniul energiei, de exemplu, misurile pe care le ati propus, Grupul Socialist le cere de citeva
luni de zile. Doamna Presedintd, nu puteti cere oamenilor s reducd consumul daci ldsim ca pe
piata TTP sd continue specula. De aceea, dacd vrem sd scidem facturile pentru cetiteni, este nevoie
sd oprim specula pe piata gazului prin contractele spot.

lar un al doilea aspect este Schengen. Uniunea este incompletd, doamna Presedinta. Ati declarat cd
Romania indeplineste toate criteriile de aderare la Schengen. Avem nevoie de aderarea Romaniei,
Bulgariei si Croatiei la spatiul Schengen, iar eu vd spun cd Romania in fiecare zi aplica criteriile
Schengen pentru apdrarea frontierelor estice ale Uniunii Europene. Va rog ca toate aceste declaratii
sd fie transformate in realitate, astfel incit Romania si fie in Schengen, aldturi de Bulgaria si
Croatia.

3-060-0000
Dacian Ciolos (Renew). — Madam President, in the last two years, Europe has gone through
several crises that it managed to partially or fully solve. The food crisis, however, due to its nature,
is much more difficult to tackle. Its effects are particularly devastating for the poorest and most
vulnerable people, and even for our cohesion. We are dealing with a complex subject with impact
on consumers, on farmers, but also on transporters, on industries, on trade, but also there is a
geopolitical and strategic impact.

The warning signs are already there. We see soaring food, energy and fertiliser prices, and we
cannot afford to wait any longer to take action. Let us not ignore the consequences and have a
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coherent plan that, together with my colleagues having experience in agri-food policy, we started
working on it. But we need your support, Madam President.

The human tragedy for the war in Ukraine must not be combined with another looming tragedy —
a global food crisis. Because when we are already in a food crisis, it is too late to act. It is too costly
to act. So this is why we have to prevent this. And if we do not act now, the cost in social,
economic and even security and geopolitical terms will become too high. So we call on you,
Madam President, to come up with a comprehensive agenda for global food and nutrition
security, and we will be here to help.

[ heard today some ideas, some proposals. The Commission already took some measures, but
what we need is more than just supporting farmers. We need supporting farmers, but we need
more for that because food security means more than just producing food.

3-061-0000
Ioan-Rares Bogdan (PPE). — Doamni Presedintd, Excelentele Voastre, vin in fata dumneavoastrd
ca reprezentant al uneia dintre tdrile cele mai atasate valorilor si familiei europene.

Din solidaritate si spirit european real, Romania i-a ajutat pe ucrainenii si sirienii fugiti de razboi.
In numele solidarititii, camioanele si trenurile incircate cu grane din Ucraina, ce urmeaza si
ajungd in ;érile vestice, traverseazd Romania zilnic, iar in sens invers, traverseaza camioanele si
trenurile cu ajutoare pentru poporul ucrainean. In numele solidaritdtii, Romania intelege si
acceptd cd tdrile care au energie mai multd sd reducd din consum si sd dea si celor care au mai
putind.

In numele solidaritatii, dar si al dreptului sdu, Romania cere insa ceea ce i se cuvine: aderarea la
Schengen, dupd 11 ani, nedrept, de asteptare. Care este starea reald a Uniunii Europene, cu state
care stau in lojd si state care stau la usd ? Romania indeplineste toate conditiile si a securizat
frontierele pe banii ei §i nu cu companii romanesti.

Unde este solidaritatea? Existd riscul ca in Romania sd creascd numdrul populistilor si
extremistilor, exact din acest motiv. Riscd cineva ca peste 18 luni, jumdtate dintre eurodeputati sd
fie eurosceptici? Cine vrea ca incd un popor european sa renunte la acrede in solidaritate?
(Presedinta a intrerupt vorbitorul)... Ale cui interese le servesc aceia?

Poporul roman nu solicitd favoruri, ci un statut demn si legitim intr-o Europd la a cdrei stabilitate
si continuitate contribuie in fiecare zi. (Presedinta a intrerupt vorbitorul)... Vrem dreptate pentru
Romania, vrem in Schengen, este dreptul nostru, doamna Presedinta.

3-062-0000
Biljana Borzan (S&D). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, nitko ne moze zamisliti moral i snagu
onoga koji brani svoje poput Ukrajinaca danas. Mi koji smo rat i sami osjetili, to najbolje znamo.
Nasi gradani pokazuju solidarnost s Ukrajinom, ali mi moramo osigurati da se i ova kriza ne
prebije preko leda gradana. Moramo osigurati trajan europski mehanizam za krize.

Nekima je kriza bogomdana. Sustav po kojem mali obrtnik placa veci postotak poreza od velike
multinacionalne kompanije je duboko nepravedan. Trebaju nam europski porezi, ali i efikasan
globalni odgovor. Uzmimo od onih koji imaju, dajmo onima kojima je potrebno.

Hrvatska se nalazi pred posebnim izazovima. Cijene divljaju, a neki i uvodenje eura koriste za
zaradu u mutnom. Pozdravljam najave o sprjecavanju korupcije. Europska tijela i europski zakoni
su, nazalost, nekima jedina nada. Na svim razinama se moramo boriti protiv onih koji ispred
interesa gradana stavljaju svoj dzZep.
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3-063-0000
Unxan Krourok (Renew). — I-xxo [lpencenaren, r-xxo Qon nep JlajieH, Gnaronapst Bu 3a BCUYKY
ycunuist, KOuTo monarate u nHec EBpoma TpsiGBa ma Gbme emvHHA, KaKTO BbB BBTPELICH IUIAH Ja He
MO3BOIIsSIBAME PasfIerieHte, KOETO OYaKBaT TPeTH BHHIUHM (PAaKTOpPM, TaKa M BbB BbHIIEH ITaH EBpoma ma
VM2 MOPAIHISI, TONMTVMUECKNSI aBTOPUTET [a M3IPama HOBYM MAPTHBOPCTBA M Ja OTCTOSIBA CBOUTE
LEHHOCTH.

ToBopute 3a moymruyecka obuHOCT. Ha MeH MHOrO MM Iomana mpesita 3a IONUTMYECKa OOLIHOCT, 3a
Ch3llaBaHe Ha HOBU IIPUATENCTBA M MapTHhOPCTBA. Ho He Mora na Bb3npueMa 3amapHute bankanm kato
YacT OT Ta3u MONUTMYECKA OOLIHOCT. 3a MeH Te TpsiOBa [1a ObIaT MHTerpanHa yact ot EBporeiickus cbio3.
Victopnecku u reorpadcky Te NMpuHAUIexaT KbM EBpoma m ymckam fga Oboar MHTErpajgHa yacT OT
EBponerickus cplos.

[TokoneHNMst Hapen eBPONENCKM 1 HAUMOHANIHM NOMMTMIM paboTaT 3a TOBA. IIBPBO  BaxXHO
MPENV3BIKATEIICTBO IIPell HAC € KaK J1a HAampaByM Taka, de EBpoma [a m3Inmexma mo Opyr HaumH Ipe3
2024 r., Korato OMTKaTa Ha MOMYJMCTUTE Cpeliy JOepasieMoKpaTuTe HiMa 1a Obie mo-manka. M Tyk
HMe TPsiOBA Ha fajeM mpasuiHuTe oTroBopu. CTpyBa MU Ce, Ye TOfsIMa YacT OT TSX Ce CHIBPXKAT B
Kondepenimsra 3a Obaemtero Ha EBpona. 3akimouenysita Osixa MHOTO CTaOMIIHM M IIPUBETCTBAM BallaTta
yifiest I IIPMIBYKIM Te3U 3aKITIOUCHMS B CTIeIBALl MOMEHT, KOTaTo M1a Ce Ch3Majle MCTUHCKI eBPOIEICKN
KOHBEHT M MIeNTe Ha rpaxnanuTe Ha EBpoma 1a HaMepsT MsCTo.

3-064-0000
Dolors Montserrat (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, hace unos dias Putin enterr6 sin honores al
presidente Gorbachov. jQué equivocados estdn en el Kremlin! La historia recordard a Gorbachov y
condenard a Putin.

El coraje, la resistencia y la valentia del pueblo ucraniano son el mejor simbolo de la justicia de su
causa. Que nadie dude que Europa se mantendra firme como una roca en defensa de la libertad de
Ucrania, porque la causa de Ucrania es hoy la causa de Europa.

En estos tiempos dificiles, Europa tiene muchos desafios: tenemos que luchar sin descanso contra
la inflacién porque es el impuesto mas injusto para las familias, debemos fortalecer la autonomia
energética europea para que la factura de esta crisis no la paguen los ciudadanos, tenemos que ser
los embajadores del progreso econémico en Africa y de la defensa de las libertades en
Iberoamérica.

Yo quiero ser optimista. Hay una fuente de energia mucho mads potente y poderosa que el gas y el
petréleo rusos: son los valores europeos. Nuestras democracias, nuestras libertades y nuestro
Estado de Derecho son, como dirfa un poeta espaiiol, armas cargadas de futuro y, yo afiado, de
presente. {Viva Ucrania libre!

3-065-0000
Andreas Schieder (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissionsprasidentin! Ich glaube, vieles,
was Sie heute gesagt haben, kann man unterstiitzen, muss man unterstiitzen. Aber ganz zentral
ist, dass wir die sozialen Folgen dieser Krise keinesfalls unterschitzen diirfen. Die Biirgerinnen und
Biirger konnen sich ihr Leben nicht mehr leisten. Sie stohnen unter Inflation, unter gestiegenen
Lebensmittelpreisen und natiirlich unter den explodierenden Energiepreisen.

Deswegen ist es wichtig, Ubergewinne abzuschopfen, es ist wichtig und gut, umzuverteilen an
jene Haushalte, die sich ihr Leben nicht mehr leisten konnen. Aber es braucht auch einen radikalen
Eingriff in die Energiemirkte. So wie diese Energiemirkte designt und organisiert sind,
funktionieren sie nicht mehr. Die Energiemarktliberalisierung ist fehlgeschlagen, weil sie am
Schluss des Tages weder die Versorgung noch verniinftige Preise sicherstellen kann.
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Daher miissen wir auch aufpassen, in anderen Bereichen nicht iiberbordend zu liberalisieren, wie
es manchmal auch die Kommission, wie zum Beispiel im Eisenbahnwesen, immer wieder
vorschlagt. Deswegen, sehr geehrte Damen und Herren, glaube ich, ist es notwendig, gerade jetzt
hier die soziale Frage ganz massiv auch im Auge zu behalten, damit unsere Gesellschaft nicht noch
weiter auseinanderdriftet.

3-066-0000
Francois-Xavier Bellamy (PPE). - Madame la Présidente, la crise que nous vivons nous impose a
tous de revenir a la réalité, en particulier sur le plan de I'énergie, pour sortir de nos dépendances,
pour protéger l'environnement, nous n’avons plus droit aux illusions. Vous voulez développer
massivement ['éolien et vous avez cité le Danemark comme modeéle. Mais avec pres de
10 000 éoliennes, le Danemark reste dépendant de ses centrales a charbon et doit importer de
I'électricité. Celle que la Suede voisine produit et exporte est 50 % moins carbonée grace au
nucléaire.

Comment sortir de I'impasse si nous n'ouvrons pas les yeux, si nous envoyons du gaz en
Allemagne pour laider a passer Ihiver tout en la laissant fermer ses centrales nucléaires en
activité? Si pour arréter de payer le gaz russe, nous payons le gaz azéri, devenant ainsi dépendant
d’'une autre dictature criminelle. Et j'ose espérer, Madame la Présidente, que nous sanctionnerons
ensemble 'agression lancée hier par Aliyev contre I'’Arménie.

I ne s’agit pas seulement d’énergie. Revenir a la réalité, c’est refuser ces nouvelles regles qui feront
baisser la production agricole en Europe alors que les prix de I'alimentation augmentent partout
dans nos pays. C’est recommencer a produire plutdt que de miser sur la multiplication d’accords
commerciaux datés. Cest rompre avec la spirale d'une dette commune qui nous rendra
vulnérables demain. Cest défendre Frontex et maitriser nos frontieres plutot que de fragiliser son
mandat. Ce n’est pas recruter seulement des talents a I'étranger, mais c’est d’abord mieux former
nos jeunes. Vous voulez, Madame la Présidente, inscrire la solidarité entre les générations dans nos
traités et nous partageons cet esprit. Mais cela commence sans doute par la.

3-067-0000
Javier Moreno Sianchez (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora presidenta de la Comision, gracias
por su brillante presentacion del estado de la Union. Pero yo creo que se puede hablar mds bien de
la evolucién positiva de la Unidn, y eso se debe a un cambio de paradigma.

Si ante la crisis financiera se opt6 por la austeridad, la destruccion social y la divisién, ante estas
tltimas crisis hemos optado por la proteccion social, la unidad, la solidaridad y el interés de las
mayorias frente al de unos pocos. Hemos vuelto a situar a los ciudadanos y las ciudadanas en el
centro de nuestra accioén politica. Tenemos dos tareas urgentes: la primera, evitar los cortes y
apagones este invierno en los hogares y en las empresas europeas, y, la segunda, frenar la inflacion
desbocada, ayudando a los mds desfavorecidos.

Por ello, sefiora presidenta, los socialistas espafioles saludamos las medidas que ha propuesto en
este sentido, medidas que son las mismas que lleva proponiendo y aplicando el Gobierno de
Espafia desde hace mds de un afio. Me alegra ver que, por fin, son retomadas a nivel europeo, pero
es lamentable que la derecha de mi pais las esté rechazando una por una, solo para tratar de
derribar al Gobierno. Pero no lo conseguira.

3-068-0000
Angelika Winzig (PPE). — Sehr geehrte Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissionsprasidentin,
Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Die europiische Wirtschaft geht diisteren Zeiten entgegen. Immer
mehr Belastungspakete schwichen die Wettbewerbsfahigkeit. Ob bei der Umsetzung des Griinen
Deals oder bei den Russlandsanktionen, es fehlen einfach die Begleitmafinahmen fur unsere
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Betriebe. Jedes fiinfte deutsche Unternehmen iiberlegt, ob es seinen Produktionsstandort ins
Ausland verlegt.

Auch die Aussagen des deutschen Wirtschaftsministers, dass die Backerei wegen hoher
Energiekosten doch voriibergehend schlieffen soll und die Bevolkerung ja billiger bei dem
Discounter einkaufen kann, schaffen nicht nur Zuversicht. Das ist ganz schlecht fiir die deutsche
Wirtschaft, aber auch fiir die europaische Wirtschaft. Daher ist es umso wichtiger, dass wir jetzt
rasch auf europdischer Ebene die Energiekosten im Sinne der Unternehmen, im Sinne der
Arbeitsplitze und auch im Sinne der Wettbewerbsfahigkeit senken. Die Europdische Union muss
jetzt zeigen, dass sie sich nicht durch selbsternannte politische Alphawolfe wirtschaftlich in die
Knie zwingen lisst.

3-069-0000
Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signora Presidente, signora Presidente von der Leyen, onorevoli
colleghi, "la speranza siamo noi quando non chiudiamo gli occhi davanti a chi ha bisogno, quando
non alziamo muri ai nostri confini, quando combattiamo ogni forma di ingiustizia”. Anche queste
parole di David Sassoli vanno ricordate oggi e sono un monito per tutti noi.

La nostra Europa, come Lei ha giustamente sottolineato, deve aprire una convenzione per
riformarsi, per abbandonare il diritto di veto, per avere finalmente i poteri necessari per proteggere
i nostri cittadini dalla guerra, dall'inflazione, col tetto europeo ai costi dell'energia, che ancora
viene bloccato dalla destra nazionalista in Polonia e da quella ultraliberista in Olanda.

E molto importante il pacchetto per la difesa della democrazia da lei annunciato oggi. Spero che la
Lega lo voti, dopo essersi astenuta su una risoluzione sugli stessi temi, unico partito del mio Paese,
I'Ttalia. La destra italiana purtroppo non ha rotto con queste ambiguita e, con Fratelli d'Italia di
Giorgia Meloni, spera nel ritorno di Trump e flirta con chi ha realizzato la Brexit. Per questo sono,
come sempre, contro i nostri interessi di italiani e di europei.

Ma il nazionalismo ha gia perso in questo continente e, nonostante la complicita vergognosa dei
cosiddetti moderati, anche in questo tempo sara fermato. Ne sono certo.

3-070-0000
Anppeii Kosaues (PPE). — T-xo Ilpercenaren, npuseTcTBaM Bomsita Ha EBpormeiickata KoMucust ma
IPOIBIKM MOHKpPENaTa M COMMIAPHOCTTa KbM YKpailHa M YKPaMHCKUS HAapoH, KOUTO Ce CpaxKaBaT 3a
Halata o0ma cBo0oIa cpeliy pyckata arpecys.

Boirapckust nesus , CheMHEHMETO PaBy cuylata’ TpsibBa 1a e BOMIew! U 3a uieHoBeTe Ha EBpomeiickust
cbBeT. KonkoTo no-o0enmHeHn cMe 10 BCMUKM TeMI - LIeH) Ha eHepIMiTHN M3TOUHMIIM, Bb3CTAHOBSIBAHE I
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha HallaTa eBpOIeiicka MKOHOMMKA, COLMAIHM KOMIICHCAMM U Ch3IaBaHE Ha
1a3ap Ha BOIOPOJA - TONIKOBA 110 GbP30 Liie IPEeBb3MOTHEM MPEM3BMKATENICTBATA, KOUTO Ca MPeN HaC.

As we are talking now, Madam President, High Representative and the President of the Council,
we have another armed conflict on the sovereign territory of Armenia. I urge you very much that
the European Union is doing the utmost to stop this killing of people. In the last two days, tens, if
not hundreds of people are killed. The civil infrastructure is destroyed. This must stop. I do not
believe that the Russians are interested in a long-standing peaceful solution. They like to stay there
and to have their influence there, but not to have a peace in the Caucasus region. So this is up to
us, the European Union, to take the role of a mediator to stop this conflict.

3-072-0000
Jens Geier (S&D). — Frau Prasidentin, Frau von der Leyen! Ich bedanke mich fiir Ihre Vorschlidge
gegen die Energiepreiskrise. Die Preise zu deckeln, die Ubergewinne abzuschdpfen — das ist alles
richtig. Den Strompreis wenigstens voriibergehend vom Gaspreis zu trennen, auch das halte ich
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fiir eine ausgesprochen gute Idee. Und wer weif}, vielleicht fallt uns ja etwas ein, was auch in
Friedenszeiten besser funktioniert. Und das Wichtigste ist der Gaspreisdeckel. Da horen wir leider
bisher nur, was nicht geht und dass an neuen Vorschligen gearbeitet wird. Das muss aber

hoffentlich schnell gehen.

Frau von der Leyen, ich finde, wenn Sie iiber die Lage der EU sprechen, konnen Sie tiber die Lage
der Rechtsstaatlichkeit und Demokratie in der EU nicht schweigen. Diese Leerstelle in Threr Rede
darf nicht bedeuten, dass das Thema von der Tagesordnung verschwindet. Denn wenn die EU
zerfallen sollte, dann deswegen.

3-073-0000
Sedn Kelly (PPE). — Go raibh maith agat a Uachtardin agus comhghairdeachas Ursula as ucht an
aithisc bhred a thug ti ddinn.

Thank you, Ursula, for staying for the entirety of the debate.

You spoke a lot about energy, and rightly so. And to your credit, you're going around the world
trying to get LNG supplies for Europe. But I'm sorry to say that in my country we have an
opportunity to build an LNG terminal free of charge for the government, which one arm of
government is blocking. We also have vast gas resources of our coast which are not being utilised,
and yet we are largely dependent on one pipeline from the United Kingdom. And today the United
Kingdom said if Russia cut off supplies of gas to Europe, then there will be gas rationing and
electricity outages in the United Kingdom and Ireland.

So I would ask you to ask countries like Ireland to use the resources and opportunities they have
and not to be scrounging on the supplies that other Member States need, and also to remove the
roadblocks to the deployment of renewables, especially planning and permission. And one final
ask, maybe not to put the clocks back this winter to save energy.

3-075-0000
Christel Schaldemose (S&D). — Fru formand! Den starste test for et fellesskab er, hvordan man
handterer de kriser, man mgder sammen. Og hvis Putin troede, at han med sin invasion af Ukraine
kunne splitte os, kunne splitte EU, sa tog han fejl! Vi har bevist, at ndr internationale regler og
europaiske vaerdier bliver angrebet, sa stdr vi sammen. Det gjorde vi ogsd under coronaen, og nu
er det sd inflations- og energikrisen, der truer. Virksomhederne bliver truet pd deres eksistens.
Borgere trues med at skulle gd fra hus og hjem. Det skal vi have last. Men krisen truer ikke kun
vores alles gkonomi. Den truer ogséd vores fremtid. Flere i EU taler abent om, at vi skal slaekke pa
vores gronne ambitioner, at vi skal udskyde nogle af vores gronne tiltag. Det er ikke den rigtige vej
at gd. Mit budskab i dag er derfor meget simpelt: Inflations- og energikrisen ma ikke blive en
stopklods for den grenne omstilling. Den skal vaere en traeedesten. Vi skal ikke senke farten, vi skal
gge den. EU har vist, at vi stdr sammen, ndr det galder. Det er ogsa pa tide, at vi viser det
sammenhold i forhold til klimakrisen.

3-076-0000
Benoit Lutgen (PPE). — Madame la Présidente du Parlement, Madame la Présidente de la
Commission, merci pour votre discours inspirant, qui doit tous nous inspirer. Merci d’avoir
rappelé que la force de I'Union, cest de pouvoir agir ensemble, en étant unis. Merci aussi d’avoir
exprimé a nouveau votre solidarité a 'égard du peuple ukrainien. Ce qui se joue en Ukraine, c’est
aussi notre avenir et 'avenir de nos enfants. Merci de l'avoir dit avec autant de force.

Vous avez aussi proposé des mesures tres concretes et a court terme qui concernent le domaine de
I'énergie. Vous savez 6 combien, dans nos contrées, beaucoup de familles sont dans une forme de
désespérance, des entreprises aussi ont de grandes difficultés. Eh oui, vous avez osé proposer, et
c’était bien normal, de faire contribuer les grandes entreprises énergétiques qui ont bénéficié
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d’éléments et de budgets colossaux de fagon spontanée, sans qu'il n'y ait les cofits réels liés a ces
entreprises. Oui cette cotisation, cette taxation va permettre de dégager des moyens, et vous avez
raison de demander qu’on affecte ces moyens aux ménages les plus vulnérables et a nos entreprises
qui sont en difficulté.

Il est aussi essentiel d’essayer a I'avenir de pouvoir découpler les marchés du gaz et de I'électricité
pour éviter ces surcotts, demain, pour nos entreprises et pour nos ménages. Et enfin, surtout, il est
essentiel d’avoir jeté les bases d’une stratégie européenne pour parvenir a une souveraineté plus
grande, une autonomie au niveau de I'énergie.

Madame la Présidente, je souhaite évidemment que le Conseil européen et tous ceux qui se sont
exprimés ces derniers temps fassent preuve de la méme diligence, de la méme rapidité d’exécution,
parce que I'urgence est a nos portes. L'urgence de soutenir I'Ukraine, mais aussi l'urgence, bien siir,
de soutenir tous nos concitoyens pour qu'ils croient en une Europe plus forte, plus solidaire.

(L'orateur accepte de répondre a une intervention «carton bleu»)

3-077-0000
Mapia Znupaxkn (PPE), eparton pe «yahalia kaptar. — Kupia npodedpe, ayamnte ouvadehge, da ek
VaL 60G POTHOW TO €C|G: ELOTE IKAVOTIOWHEVOGS AMO TOV TPOTO e ToV onoiov mepteypae 1 [Ipdedpog e
Enttponiic v aN\ayr) Tou véou HovTEAOU anocUvOEoTC TG TIHIG TOU GUOLKOU aepiou amo TV Tiir) Tou
nhextpikou pevpatog; Aev motelete ot ypeialetar 1) Emitponn) va mpoywprioel oe Aemtopépeieg yia va
otadeponotdel 1) ayopa Kat va EYOUHE £T0L T SUVATOTNTA Va TPOCEAKUOOUE eMeVOUOELS; EEPETE, AUPLO
Yo maw oty mOAn fov, T Oeooalovikr), Kat TPEMEL vaL EENYTI00 TOUG TONITES Tt onpaivet 1) aMnAeyyun
oty Tpagn autov tov duokoho yepova. 'ONa ta pétpa mou mpotewve ofjuepa 1 Evponaikn Enttponr
gxouv 1101 utodetndel and v ENMada. [Toto eivat to enopevo frjpa; [1oco ypriyopa Ja épdet.

3-078-0000

Benoit Lutgen (PPE), réponse «carton bleu». — Alors effectivement, je souhaite qu’on ait des détails
plus importants sur ce découplage. Cest une bonne chose de découpler et de faire en sorte que
I'électricité qui n’est pas produite a partir du gaz ne soit plus impactée et n'impacte pas aussi
fortement nos entreprises et nos familles. Cest une bonne décision pour I'avenir, me semble-t-il.
Ce qu'on essaye d'éviter, de corriger au travers de cette taxation des surprofits, c'est tout
simplement parce que des entreprises, dans le domaine des énergies renouvelables ou du
nucléaire, ont fait des bénéfices colossaux sans justification liée au cott. Nous devons donc
envisager ce découplage. On attend effectivement, vous avez raison, de la part de la Commission
et du Conseil demain, d’aller plus loin dans le détail des propositions.

Les principes et les objectifs qui ont été fixés par la présidente de la Commission vont dans le bon
sens, dans le sens tout simplement de soutenir nos entreprises, les ménages et I'ensemble des
associations.

3-079-0000
Agnes Jongerius (S&D). — Voorzitter, aan het begin van de maand al weten dat je financieel niet
uitkomt — en dat is voor heel veel Europeanen een realiteit —, die onzekerheid vreet aan mensen.

Bij de Nederlandse regering ontbreekt de urgentie om de koopkrachtcrisis werkelijk te lijf te gaan.
Men zegt: “regeren is vooruitzien”, maar bij Rutte IV hobbelen we eigenlijk achteruit. En in deze
tijden kunnen we dat niet gebruiken, want ik denk dat het eerlijke verhaal is dat er een recessie kan
volgen op deze koopkrachtcrisis. En die recessie kan dan een voedingsbodem zijn voor onrust,
een voedingsbodem voor populistische partijen.

En daarom, mevrouw de voorzitter van de Commissie, doe ik een beroep op u. Laat het alstublieft
niet bij loze woorden. Spoor de lidstaten aan om nu te voldoen aan de Europese fatsoensnormen
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en hun minimumlonen te verhogen. En zorg ervoor dat er een permanente deeltijd-WW, een
permanent SURE-programma, komt, want zo houden we de werkgelegenheid op peil en gaan de
bedrijven niet kopje onder.

3-080-0000
Catch-the-eye procedure

3-081-0000
Maria Walsh (PPE). - Madam President, I very much welcome a new mental health initiative
through a citizens’ panel. This is an incredibly important and positive step forward following our
Future of Europe Conference, following the impact of COVID, the stresses of isolation and the war
that we are all living through. We must, through an EU year of education and training and a
citizens’ panel dedicated to mental health, really look at and finally understand the root causes of
mental health and how it is impacting all facets of a person’s life, especially our young people.

You mentioned SMEs. We know from research that an employee is over 30 days more productive
if an employer looks at their wellbeing and the mentality that they have, that is sustainability. Let’s
together deliver a citizens’ panel and prepare for a 2024 EU year dedicated to mental health.

3-082-0000
Margarida Marques (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, obrigada Senhora Presidente Von der Leyen
pela sua apresentagdo sobre o Estado da Unido.

Na sua apresentagdo enumerou um conjunto de novas iniciativas: um Banco Europeu para o
Hidrogénio, um Fundo Europeu para a Soberania, um novo programa para as PME, um programa
para a saide mental, novas iniciativas em matéria de energia e capacidade adicional para o
mecanismo de protegdo civil. A minha questdo ¢ se, na proposta de revisio do orcamento
plurianual que a Comissdo estd a preparar, vai transpor para o orcamento todas estas iniciativas.

Segunda questdo: enumerou um conjunto de principios para a revisio das regras or¢amentais,
principios que estdo na linha dos principios aprovados pelo Parlamento Europeu hd um ano. A
minha questdo é: para quando as iniciativas legislativas que efetivamente abram a porta para a
revisdo destas regras?

3-083-0000
Hilde Vautmans (Renew). — Mevrouw de voorzitter, mevrouw Von der Leyen, dank u wel voor
uw speech. U heeft vandaag opnieuw een menselijk gezicht gegeven aan de Europese Unie. U heeft
vol moed gesproken over Oekraine. U was heel ferm over die Russische sancties.

En wat betreft energie zat u eigenlijk helemaal op onze lijn: inkomsten afromen, prijsplafond.
Alleen had ik heel graag een beter tijdschema gehad. Een heel strikt en heel concreet tijdschema,
dat is wat de burgers van ons vragen. Dus ik hoop dat u de komende dagen met dat heel strikte
tijdschema kunt komen.

En u zou het mij niet kwalijk nemen, maar het verwonderde mij — gezien ik u heel goed ken —dat u
hier niets zei over Europese defensie-unie, en wat mij betreft over dat Europese leger. Dus
misschien kunt u ons daar dadelijk toch nog wel wat hoop geven, want dit hebben we nodig.

En een tweede punt, mevrouw Von der Leyen: we hebben die conventie gehad. We hebben die
burgerpanels gehad. Die hebben keigoede voorstellen neergelegd. Maak nu werk van die
conventie!

Als we Europa een plaats in de wereld moeten geven, dan moeten we die unanimiteit afschaffen.
Doe dat gewoon! Onze steun heeft u.
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3-084-0000
Reinhard Biitikofer (Verts/ALE). — Frau Prisidentin! Frau Prasidentin von der Leyen, ich mochte
zwei Themen ansprechen, die Sie in IThrer Rede gestreift haben. Zunachst: Global Gateway. Werden
Sie die bislang ungelosten Governance-Fragen der Initiative Global Gateway vor Jahresende klaren?
Wie viele Leuchtturmprojekte von Global Gateway werden bis zum Dezember konkret
identifiziert? Wie wird die Kooperation mit unseren Konnektivitdtspartnern Japan und Indien
forciert?

Zum Zweiten zur Chinapolitik: Ziehen wir die richtigen Konsequenzen aus der russischen
Erfahrung? Xi Jinpings Regime wird immer repressiver nach innen und immer gefahrlicher nach
auflen. China unterstiitzt die Aggression Russlands in der Ukraine ganz offen. Welche Schritte
sehen Sie vor, um Taiwan besser zu unterstiitzen, um die europdische Menschenrechtspolitik
wegen Xinjiang deutlicher zu machen, statt die Kritik von Frau Bachelet herunterzuspielen, und
um wirkliche Unabhangigkeit im Wirtschaftsbereich gegeniiber China zu erkimpfen?

3-085-0000
Anunrprog MamadnuovAng (The Left). — Kupia mpoedpe, xupia von der Leyen, ooa pag
AVAKOWVOOOTE IO TV AVTLLETOMION TG EVEPYELAKNG KPlonG eivar kaduotepnuéva, yevikoloya kat
avenapkn kat v idia Gpa moAU Aiyot anokopilou amioteuta, oupavokateéfata kEpdr eve umoPEPOuV
ot moA\oti: voikokuptd, emtyelprioets, aAa kat epyalopevot mou PAEnouy Tov MANDwPLoHo va pokavilet To
£1000nud Toug. Tpémet va pag meite moG, mOTe Kat e mota anotehéopata Yo anodecHEVTEL 1] TIHN TOU
nAeKTpIKOU pelpatog and to Yuotkd agpto. [TpEmeL va pag meite mog, MOTE Kat fe mola anoteléopata va
@opoloyndouv Ta UTEPKEPDT TV ETALPELOY TOU Tapiyouv kat Twhouv nhektpiko pevpa. Kat emm\éov,
MPEMEL Vo pag Telte mOG evar duvatov OAa dca pag egayyeilate va ypnpatodotndouv ue évav
mpoUnoloylopd mou eivar poNig to 1% tou eupwmaikou AEIL. Emiong, dev €ida kadolou kdamotov
anoloyiopo. Ano 0oa wpaia pag eEayyeilate evav xpovo mpuv, Tt kavate pacn; Kupepvarte v Enttponr)
TAVE Ano TPIA XPOVIA KAl O ATOAOYLOHOG 6aG EIVaL ENNEIHHATIKOG.

3-086-0000

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

3-087-0000
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members,
thank you very much for this very lively debate. First of all, I want to thank you for the broad and
united support for the support we are giving to Ukraine. This was overwhelmingly the case here in
the European Parliament. [ know you're a staunch supporter of Ukraine, and I thank you that you
reiterated it today with all force.

So to a few topics — I will not be able to respond to all the questions that have been put forward, I
have spoken long. I want to have a look at the topic of the energy crisis. And I want to make very
sure that there is no doubt about the fact in this House that it is Putin who triggered this energy
crisis. [ had the strange experience that I listened to an ID MEP who really seemed, at least, to be so
naive to think that Putin started to use gas as a weapon only on 24 February this year. This has
been prepared since long. I mean, beg your pardon, but look into the last year where you could
have seen systematically Gazprom, a Russian state-owned company, reduce the deliveries of gas
so that we had a 10-year low of gas storage. Are you so naive or do you just want to ignore the
facts if you look at that?

Then I heard from an MEP of Renew — rightly so — that the energy measures that we proposed
yesterday and that I explained today have to be time-limited. And of course they are time-limited,
because this is the reason why we use the ‘one to two’, to speed up, to be time-limited. It is the
emergency instrument. I know it is not highly valued in the European Parliament. I understand
that. But if you look at the ‘one to two’ explicitly, the topic of energy is mentioned in ‘one to two'.
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And one of the preconditions to the question here is it must be appropriate, it must be speedy, and
it must be time-limited. It's a logic in itself.

You have asked, Hilde, about timelines. Indeed, the proposals we’ve put on the table yesterday we
hope and expect that Council will decide on them end of September, so that then they can be on
the road exactly, but — and this is important — the big, big reform many of you were rightly so
calling for, for example to decouple the gas from the merit-order system, this big reform will be
coming at the end of the year. And this is a big task all of us have to tackle together before this
mandate ends because it is urgent now to move forward with the completely changed energy
markets.

On defence, Guy, I understand your request. May I remind ourselves that we've done a lot to create
the army of the Europeans. So structures are in place, the PESCO is in place, the Defence Fund is in
place. What we have to do now is bring it on the road and deliver. I know I am partially preaching
in the wrong church here, because my call has to go to the Member States, but there is a reason
why we put all of these instruments in place, so let us work on it together. This should be now our
task.

To Mr Biitikofer, Global Gateway and the whole topic of how to deal with China — so first of all,
global gateway, I think this deserves an own debate because yes, of course the governance has to
be in the place. But I told you that with President Biden we will invite leaders to a summit to go
through these projects now and to be very concrete on where we deliver together these
investments that are a concrete alternative to what the world has seen so far from China. They are
transparent, they are high quality, and they do not leave the finances of the countries in which
these projects are with a huge debt burden like the Chinese projects always do. So where China is
concerned, this tool needs an own debate. But the fact that a few weeks before Russia started the
invasion in Ukraine, China and Russia signed a contract of unlimited friendship, this is telling
enough.

And finally, honourable Members, I thank you for the broad support to strengthen our SMEs. We
will come forward with a package, as I said. I would be very happy to hear not only what should
not be, but pleased to hear also what we can do. I think this positive, constructive approach
towards these reforms that we want to look forward and that we want to address, this has to come
too. [ think this is a noble task of the Commission and of this Parliament.

And finally, to fortify our democracies I got the question here on, for example, ‘when are you
acting on forced labour in our products?” The good news is yesterday we tabled a proposal to
combat forced labour. So this is done. It now goes towards you and I hope that there too we will
be united and swift. Long live Europe!

Thank you very much for a very lively debate.

3-088-0000
Tamds Deutsch (NI). — Elnok Asszony! Eurdpa energiavalsdggal kiizd. Az energiadrak dramai
mértékben emelkedtek, az ellitds pedig bizonytalannd valt. Emiatt a vallalkozdsok mennek
cs6dbe, és a polgdroknak brutdlis rezsiszamldkkal kell szembesiilniiik. A Bizottsdg eddigi
valaszlépései visszafele siiltek el. A szankciok kovetkeztében, a Bizottsag igéreteivel ellentétben az
eurépai gazdasig gyengiilt meg, az inflicié pedig az egekben. A gaz- és dramdrak nyari
emelkedését a Bizottsag tétlentil szemlélte, 4j javaslatai pedig a valsdgot nem oldjak meg.

Az importalt foldgaz arkorlatozasa Gjabb szankcid, amelyik tovabb csokkentené az egyébként is
sz(ikos foldgazkinalatot, ami a fdtési idGszak kiiszobén teljesen abszurd otlet. A Bizottsag elnok
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asszonya a vitdban azt javasolta a megfizethetetlen energiaszamldkkal kiiszkodé eurdpai
csalddoknak, hogy kiildjék a szamldikat Moszkvaba, hogy fizessék ki 6k. A visszafele elsiilt
szankciok, az emiatt vagtatd inflicid, a Bizottsdg tétlenkedése miatt az eurdpaiak Briisszelbe
fogjdk kiildeni a rezsiszdmldikat, hogy fizessék ki Onok.

3-089-0000
Manon Aubry, au nom du groupe The Left. - Madame la Présidente, Madame von der Leyen, la seule
réponse que vous m'avez faite, c’est donc de demander aux citoyens européens d’envoyer leurs
factures a Vladimir Poutine. Pardon, mais c’est tout ce que vous avez a dire aux millions de
personnes qui n’arrivent pas a finir leurs fins de mois? Eh oui, chers collegues, vous pouvez me
huer. Mais moi, je suis fiere de venir porter ici la parole des gens qui galerent plutot que celle des
actionnaires!

Alors c’est cela que vous allez dire aux gens, aux gens qui galérent? Envoyez vos factures a Poutine!
Bien str que Vladimir Poutine est le seul responsable de la guerre terrible en Ukraine. Mais vous,
vous étes responsable devant les citoyens européens et vous ne pouvez pas uniquement vous
cacher derriére lui. Et votre rdle, c’est d’apporter des réponses concretes. D’ailleurs, vous l'avez
reconnu vous-méme, le marché de I'énergie ne fonctionne pas. Oui, il y a des surprofits qui ont été
faits par les entreprises sur le dos des gens. Alors, sans les régles européennes absurdes, I'électricité
naurait pas augmenté autant que le gaz et la crise de I'énergie aurait pu étre amortie par un
blocage des prix par les Etats. Et cela, vous le savez trés bien, Madame von der Leyen. Donc arrétez
de vous cacher derriere d’autres, tirez toutes les conclusions de I'analyse de vos échecs en sortant
I'énergie du marché, en bloquant les prix et en taxant les superprofits. Et croyez-moi, je crois que
ces propositions seront bien plus efficaces que d’envoyer ces factures a Vladimir Poutine.

3-090-0000
Beata Szydlo, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Jeszcze raz przytocze i przypomne
stowa pani przewodniczgcej von der Leyen, ktore dzisiaj tutaj juz padly: ,trzeba bylo stucha¢
Polski i innych krajow”. I zycze Pani Przewodniczacej i wszystkim Panstwu odwagi, zebyscie
zmienili podejicie do tego, co dzieje si¢ w Unii Europejskiej, i mieli odwage stuchal siebie
nawzajem. Pani przewodniczgcej von der Leyen zycze réwniez odwagi i przypomnienia sobie
budowania jednosci i przypomnienia sobie tez wnioskéw z tego, jakie bledy popelnily rzady
niemieckie, w ktorych Pani przeciez pracowala.

3-091-0000
Marco Campomenosi, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, ringrazio la
Presidente von der Leyen, anche per l'attenzione che ha dato a quest’Aula, perché, a differenza di
molti colleghi, Lei ¢ stata qui presente dall'inizio fino ad adesso e questo devo dire, anche da
gruppo e partito di opposizione, lo abbiamo apprezzato.

Il mondo di prima non tornera, ne siamo consci. Abbiamo anche noi supportato le sanzioni.
Dovremo poi trovare un momento anche per domandarci quali sono le responsabilita sul perché
siamo arrivati ad avere certe dipendenze dalla Russia ed evitare, come ha detto Lei, di averne in
futuro altre nei confronti della Cina, che gia sono abbastanza rilevanti oggi.

Ci sono dei temi irrisolti su cui dobbiamo intervenire: il patto di stabilita € uno di quelli. Abbiamo
un grave problema e un grave rischio sulla competitivita; abbiamo un Paese, la Cina — e torno sulla
Cina — che ha stoccaggi impressionanti di materie prime e terre rare e che va a riaprire 174 miniere
di carbone.

Lei ha citato il settore della ceramica italiana, mi ha fatto piacere: ma quello, per esempio, parlando
di temi commerciali, ¢ uno dei settori che non ¢ stato mai sostenuto e difeso dalle politiche
commerciali dell'Unione.
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Meno retorica, pil trasparenza e attenzione: sul tema del Mediterraneo I'ltalia ¢ sempre stata
lasciata sola in questi anni. Ricordiamoci anche di quella emergenza.

3-092-0000

Ska Keller, on behalf of the Verts/ ALE Group. — Madam President, things are difficult, but what we
need now is the message of ‘Yes, we see all the difficulties that everyone is facing. Yes, we are doing
whatever we can to make things better. Yes, we will get through this very difficult time together —
there is light at the end of the tunnel. And yes, Europe is a vital part of the solution’.

And for that, we need action now from the Commission, from the Council and from this House.
One opportunity lies just ahead of you with the vote on renewables and on energy efficiency, and I
hope we will do the right thing.

3-093-0000
Stéphane Séjourné, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, je vais peut-étre étre un peu
plus explicite que vous sur les interventions qu'il y a eu dans cet hémicycle. Monsieur Bardella, je
suis désolé mais votre intervention est irresponsable. Elle est irresponsable parce que ce ne sont
pas les sanctions qui sont la cause des Européens, c’est vous et les Russes. Vous avez été depuis des
années en lien avec le pouvoir russe et vous nous faites aujourd’hui des lecons sur ce qu’il faudrait
faire aujourd’hui au niveau européen. Je I'ai dit dans mon intervention, Madame la Présidente, mais
il faudra se saisir des sujets d’ingérence. La question, notamment, de I'argent qui est versé aux
partis politiques de la part du Kremlin est un vrai sujet d’indépendance et de souveraineté
européenne. Il faudra ici se saisir de ces questions et je compte également sur la Commission pour
pouvoir organiser ces travaux.

Et puis un message aussi aux collegues italiens dans ce débat dans le débat: excusez-nous de ne pas
avoir les mémes idées que vous, chers collegues. Excusez-nous de penser que I'élection italienne
n’est pas encore jouée et excusez-moi de vouloir une Italie qui soit ouverte en Europe, ouverte au
monde. Dongc, nous respecterons évidemment les résultats en Italie, mais permettez-nous de faire
campagne. Et la démocratie, c'est de faire campagne, cest de faire campagne sur des sujets
européens et c’est de faire campagne contre vos idées. Je suis désolé.

3-094-0000
Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo SED. — Sefiora presidenta, ha sido un debate intenso.
Hemos podido intervenir y hemos podido escuchar. Y permitanme que haga una referencia a algo
que no he visto presente en este debate y que me hubiera gustado ver presente. Y es hablar mds de
la dimension social de Europa, de esa Europa que tiene que avanzar para estar al lado de los que
mas lo necesitan.

Necesitamos un paquete de resiliencia social para abordar cuestiones como un instrumento
permanente sobre desempleo, para abordar la lucha contra la pobreza, para que la gente no deje
de confiar en el proyecto europeo. Porque no podemos permitir que la ciudadania vuelva a sentir
que les hemos dejado en la cuneta. Asi que vamos a trabajar en todo aquello que nos une,
construyendo también la Europa social, la Europa de la ciudadania.

3-095-0000
Manfred Weber, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, I also want to thank Ursula von
der Leyen for the contribution, for the great speech and a great discussion today. There is a broad
consensus about now activating going further social means, also creating jobs, that’s why I think
we have a lot in common that we want to work on.

But I want especially to thank Ska Keller because she was presenting to the EPP the flowers that we
are the founding fathers of today’s European Union — you said it — with Adenauer, with De
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Gasperi, with Schuman; Christian Democrats together with Socialists, together with Liberals and
then finally also Greens, when you grew up as a party, contributed to this.

But I want to say one thing: when we speak about pro-Europeans and not pro-Europeans, we
should not politicise this thing.

(Laughter)

Because, I tell you — please listen — in the Spanish Government, there is Podemos. Three Spanish
Podemos ministers voted against NATO membership for Finland and Sweden — three of them in a
government with Socialists.

We have the Five Star Movement in government with Lega in Italy. Nobody did a debate here.
Nobody asked for a debate here. And this was taking place in Italy. I give you another argument:
dear Ska, you had a coalition in France to do campaigning together with Mélenchon. Mélenchon
publicly said that we do not respect European law any more if we come in office. That was the
position of Mélenchon. And I give you another point: in the last COP, we had a debate about
Bulgaria. We will have a debate on Bulgaria.

(Heckling)

No, it’s really serious. Two independent judges in Bulgaria said over the summertime that
detaining the opposition leader in Bulgaria was unlawful. And I was simply asking for a debate
about the Bulgarian rule of law situation, but that was refused by the Greens.

So don'’t politicise things. When we talk about the rule of law, it is independent. It's about being
based on facts and not about party-political orientation.

3-096-0000
President. — Dear colleagues, for those of you commenting about the time, if you had been sitting
here for four hours now you would have known that nobody was stopped from speaking in this
Chamber and I will not stop now.

The debate on the State of the Union is now closed. Commission President, thank you for the
whole time you spent with us.

Written statements (Rule 171)

3-096-5000
Andrus Ansip (Renew), kirjalikult. — Ma tunnustan Euroopa Komisjoni presidenti viga
tthemdttelise Ukraina toetamise eest. Nagu president, olen ka mina veendunud, et konflikt tuleb
lahendada, mitte killmutada. Ukraina peab sdja voitma ja Euroopa Liit peab teda selles abistama.
Venemaa ei sddi mitte ainult Ukraina vastu, vaid ta on alustanud ulatuslikku energiasdda ka
Euroopa Liidu vastu. Tarnetega manipuleerimine on viinud kiire hindade kasvuni. Tunnustan
Euroopa Komisjoni pakutud energiakriisi leevendamise meetme eest ning jagan komisjoni
seisukohta, et korgete hindade allikas asub Moskvas.

3-096-6250
Vilija Blinkeviciiité (S&D), rastu. — Siandien Europos Sgjunga iSgyvena jtemptg ir sudétingg
laikotarpj. Salia Europos sieny vyksta karas, kasdien pareikalaujantis nekalty zmoniy auky. Miisy
zmonés su dideliu nerimu stebi rekordiskai augancig infliacija, didé¢jancias maisto ir energetikos
kainas. Europa $iandien yra kaip niekada anksciau socialiai pazeidziama, todél turime duoti skuby
ir solidary atsaka, palaikydami savo piliecius ir versla. Siandien iSgirdome i§ Komisijos apie
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planuojamas pateikti priemones energetikos srityje, siekiant sumazinti energijos kainas, ir tai
sveikiname. Taciau dabar svarbiausia yra tai, kad tokios priemonés bty nedelsiant
jgyvendinamos valstybése narése, kur situacija yra labai skirtinga, o taip pat ir skirtinga
vyriausybiy reakcijg i $ig krize. Kaip niekuomet svarbu investuoti | miisy Zmones, jy Svietimg ir
perkvalifikavima prisitaikant prie $ios sudétingos situacijos. Negalime leisti, kad maziausias
pajamas gaunantys zmones atsidurty dar didesniame skurde. Gerbiami kolegos, priesakyje miisy
laukia itin sudétingas laikotarpis, kai yra reikalingi skubiis sprendimai stabilizuojant maisto ir
batiniausiy prekiy kainy augima bei pagalba misy Zmonéms ir jmonéms, ypa¢ smulkioms ir
vidutinio dydZio jmonéms, kompensuojant energijos saskaitas. Siandien Europa privalo islaikyti
solidarumo egzaming, kad taptume tvirtesni ir atsparesni bei uZtikrintume tikra socialing Europa
savo pilieciams.

3-096-7500

Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR), na pismie. — Bardzo cieszy mnie fakt, Ze pani
przewodniczaca Komisji Europejskiej Ursula von der Leyen podczas tej waznej debaty przyznala,
ze powinnismy postucha¢ gloséw podnoszonych w Polsce, ostrzegajacych przed
niebezpieczenstwami, jakie niesie nieodpowiedzialna polityka wobec Rosji, czym grozi
uzaleznienie energetyczne od tego panstwa, w konicu do czego jest zdolny Putin wobec swych
sasiadow, Europy i §wiata. Ogromnie szkoda, ze to stwierdzenie pada tak pdéZno, Ze zaréwno KE,
jak i ta instytucja byta tak wiele razy glucha na ostrzezenia ze strony tylu polskich me¢zéw stanu,
poczawszy od Prezydenta RP Lecha Kaczynskiego, pani premier Beaty Szydlo czy premiera
Mateusza Morawieckiego. Wielokrotnie przed tymi zagroZeniami ostrzegal premier Jarostaw
Kaczynski, jednak woleliScie stucha¢ Donalda Tuska, ktéry dbal o jak najlepsze stosunki z
Wiladimirem Putinem, a ktérego nawet dzisiaj na tej sali i podczas tej debaty tak promuje pan
przewodniczacy Weber, wlaczajac si¢ tym samym w wewnetrzng walke polityczng w Polsce.
Zamiast tego przydalaby si¢ bardziej jego refleksja co do dotychczasowych poczynan Niemiec i
wspolpracy niemiecko-rosyjskiej, np. przy realizacji projektow Nord Stream i Nord Stream 2,
przed ktérymi wielokrotnie ostrzegalimy, slyszac w odpowiedzi, iz cierpimy na rusofobig
polaczong z krétkowzrocznoscig. Zbrojna agresja Putina zweryfikowata najlepiej, kto na tej sali
byl ijest krétkowzroczny.

3-096-5625
Josianne Cutajar (S&D), in writing. — We are today in the face of a Europe of crises, a Europe of
opportunities and a Europe that needs to work towards more solidarity. The rocketing energy
prices are increasingly affecting the stability of our industry, with small businesses closing down
all over Europe, as is the ongoing inflation. European citizens need transparency and reassurance
that they will not be forced to choose between heating their homes this winter and buying food.

While the already spiralling energy prices and the COVID-19 pandemic had their own negative
effect, it should be acknowledged that Europe’s dependence on Russian gas has had a severe
impact on the current crisis. Given all this, Europe should learn from its mistakes and look
towards diversifying its energy supplies while also investing in renewables, ensuring more energy
autonomy, all this whilst taking into account the various specificities and realities of our regions
and Member States and ensuring security of supply.

May I conclude by emphasising that, in these precarious times, it is paramount that we continue
striving relentlessly towards concrete measures so as to ensure that our most vulnerable do not
bear the brunt.

3-096-7812
Robert HajSel (S&D), pisomne. — Niektoré z opatreni navrhovanych $éfkou Komisie Ursulou von
der Leyenovou na rieSenie kritickej situdcie s cenami energif idG spravnym smerom, prichddzaja
prilis neskoro. V Eurdpe, ktorej obyvatelia platia za nasu podporu Ukrajine vysokymi cenami,
potrebujeme silné a rychle opatrenia. Ludom je jedno, aké opatrenia prijmeme, ale treba to urobit
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hned. Miliardy eur, ktoré na $pekuldcidch s cenami energii zarobili niektoré velké spolocnosti,
musime dostat do rozpoctov domdcnosti a ohrozenych podnikov. Navrhované opatrenia sa mi v
tomto smere nezdaja byt dostatocné a dokonca odportcané Setrenie energiami mi v pripade [udi
zijucich uZ na hranici chudoby pripada absurdné, akoby sme hladujiicemu odporucali jest este
menej.

3-097-0000
Alin Mituta (Renew), in writing. — The State of the European Union address has become a
landmark in the political life of the EU. However, the European citizens are left somewhere in the
background during this important moment. They are meant to receive the address and not to
contribute to creating the priorities that are at the cornerstone of the SOTEU. This can no longer
continue as such, especially after the Conference on the Future of Europe.

Citizens have asked during the Conference to be involved more often in the decision-making
process of the EU. Not only 5 years, when they vote, or every 20 or 30 years when something
similar to the Conference happens. A permanent consultation mechanism should be created as a
result of this key request, that will integrate the citizens in the political discussion revolving
around the European Commission Work Programme, and thus, around the SOTEU. Replicating
the positive experience represented by the CoFoE Citizens’ Panels is necessary to reinforce the
credibility of the EU towards its citizens. I hope that the next SOTEU address will involve an
element of participatory democracy in a meaningful way and will continue to empower citizens to
contribute.

3-097-5000
Victor Negrescu (S&D), in scris. — In contextul crizelor actuale, Uniunea Europeani s-a dovedit a
fi o plasd de sigurantd pentru multe state europene prin masurile si raspunsurile pe care le-a oferit
pentru a genera sigurantd si bundstare cetdtenilor sii, dar nu trebuie sa ne oprim aici.

Agresiunea Rusiei impotriva Ucrainei, consecintele pandemiei generate de coronavirus, cresterea
preturilor la energie sau insecuritatea alimentara reprezintd doar citeva dintre provocdrile cu care
ne confruntdm si la care UE trebuie si ofere solutii mai concrete si mai practice.

Avem nevoie de o Europd capabild sd actioneze mai rapid, mai eficient dar mai ales sd ofere
raspunsuri la problemele si la nevoile cu care se confruntd cetitenilor. Si depdsim zona de
discursuri si sd mergem spre solutii.

Anul 2023 reprezintd un moment important pentru redresarea si stabilizarea UE, motiv pentru
care salut instrumentele de sprijin anuntate pentru populatie si IMM-uri, Anul european dedicat
educatiei si formarii cat §i programele noi, conturate in urma concluziilor Conferintei privind
Viitorul Europei si nevoilor de revizuire a planurilor de redresare.

in acest sens, am amendat bugetul european pentru a ne asigura ci fondurile disponibile vor fi
utilizate corespunzdtor, inclusiv prin flexibilizarea programelor existente sau extinderea
programelor si a perioadelor de implementare, astfel incat sd putem genera rezultate rapide.

3-097-7500
Matjaz Nemec (S&D), pisno. — Nagovor predsednice von der Leyen je dodobra osvetlil aktualne
perece izzive Evrope in sveta, med katerimi sta bili v ospredju vojna v Ukrajini ter energetsko
krizo, draginjo in inflacija, klimatskimi spremembami ter groznjo ¢lovekovim pravicam,
mednarodnemu pravu in temeljnim zavezan, na katerih je zgrajena EU.

A besedam morajo sedaj slediti dejanja. Zato pozdravljam napovedi Komisije odlo¢nemu boj proti
,vojnemu dobickarstvu“ zlasti elektro industrije, kot tudi nujno napoved glede samostojnega
oblikovanja cene elektrike, brez vezanosti na plin ter korenito reformo trga plina in elektrike.
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Komisija glede na nagovor ne kaze znakov popuscanja trgu, kar je za zascito zlasti najranljivejsih
klju¢nega pomena. Veselim me tudi napoved Komisije po podvojitvi zmogljivosti za gasenje
pozarov, na kar sem tudi po unicujocih pozarih pozval EU in ob tem naslovil tudi pobudo za
vzpostavitev vseevropskega mehanizma za upravljanje in obnovo pogorisc.

Danasnji nagovor — sicer bolj kot smerokaz delovanja Unije v prihodnjih mesecih — vidim kot
zeljo predsednice Evropske komisije, da popravi slab vtis o nezmoznosti pravocasnega in
enotnega ukrepanja do sedaj. Ne moremo pa mimo tistega, ¢esar predsednica ni povedala ali
omenila. In sicer prehranske draginje, kako povecati socialno varnost najsibkejsih pa denimo
glede delovanja Schengena ter sodbe sodis¢a EU glede nadzorov na notranjih mejah.

3-098-0000
Carlos Zorrinho (S&D), por escrito. — Num contexto de economia de guerra, a capacidade de
aplicar medidas colaborativas e soliddrias € crucial, prosseguindo com determinagdo um caminho
que reforce a autonomia estratégica da Unido, proteja os seus valores e garanta a seguranca das
pessoas e bens, as condi¢des de vida, a dinimica econdmica e social e a capacidade de apoiar de
forma robusta a Ucrania na resposta a agressdo da Federagdo Russa.

As medidas e agendas anunciadas pela Presidente da Comissdo Europeia estruturam uma resposta
globalmente positiva, que exige rapidez na aplicacdo e solidez na visdo estratégica implicita.
Saliento a importancia de uma nova agenda para a governacdo econdmica, mais flexivel e
promotora do investimento. O Pacto para a Defesa da Democracia Europeia e os projetos comuns,
designadamente no litio e nas terras raras, as medidas de apoio as PME, as novas aliangas globais e
a criagdo de um Fundo Europeu para a Soberania, reforcam a UE na geopolitica global.

Destaco ainda a importancia da reforma conjuntural e estrutural dos mercados da energia e a
proposta de criagdo de um Banco Europeu para o Hidrogénio.

Real¢o finalmente a oportunidade de designar 2023 como o Ano Europeu da Educagdo e da
Formacao.

3. Composition of Parliament

3-100-0000
President. — I have received an announcement from the competent authorities of Portugal: notice
of the election to the European Parliament of Jodo Albuquerque to replace Manuel Pizarro with
effect from 13 September 2022. I would like to welcome our colleague and point out that he will
take his seat in Parliament as from today and on its bodies in full enjoyment of his rights, as
provided in the Rules of Procedure. Welcome.

I understand that there is a point of order that Ms Reintke wants to make.

3-101-0000
Terry Reintke (Verts/ALE). - Madam President, dear colleagues, a lot of you might know a very
important European event is set to take place this Saturday in Belgrade. It's EuroPride. It’s a
demonstration for freedom, for democracy, for fundamental rights and diversity, a pan-European
demonstration.

Unfortunately, it has been cancelled yesterday by Serbian authorities. We are in very close contact
both with the Serbian Government as well as with the Pride organisers, but I wanted to use this
opportunity for this Parliament to show that we are a Parliament that stands for the fundamental
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right of freedom of assembly and with the LGBTI community all across the European Union and
in Serbia and in Europe.

3-102-0000

President. — Thank you, Ms Reintke. Let me be clear: we still need Pride. Too many people still live
in fear. Too much discrimination still exists, and I would like to inform you that I have written to
the authorities of Serbia to ensure that the letter signed by so many colleagues in this House
reaches the right person.

The message I would like to send to that all our citizens, young and old, is that in our Europe you
can live how you wish to live, you can love whoever you wish to love and be who you wish to be.
And this Parliament stands exactly for those rights.

4.  Debate on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and
the rule of law (announcement of motions for resolutions tabled):
see Minutes

5. Voting time

3-105-0000
President. — The next item is the vote.

(For the results and other details on the vote: see Minutes)

5.1. Energy efficiency (recast) (A9-0221/2022 - Niels Fuglsang) (vote)

3-107-0000
— After the vote on the Commission proposal:

3-108-0000

Niels Fuglsang, rapporteur. — Madam President, I thank you, colleagues, for backing this deal with
a broad majority. Thank you to the shadows. We have made an agreement, which is good for the
climate and bad for Putin. And I would like to request the referral back to the committee for
interinstitutional negotiations according to Rule 59(4).

3-109-0000
(Parliament agreed to the request for referral back to committee.)

3-110-0000
VORSITZ: RAINER WIELAND
Vizeprdsident

6. Berichtigung (Artikel 241 der Geschiftsordnung)
(Weiterbehandlung)

3-112-0000

Der Prisident. — Gemif$ Artikel 241 Absatz 4 der Geschiftsordnung mochte ich Thnen mitteilen,
dass zu der Berichtigung des IMCO-Ausschusses, die dem Plenum gestern bei der Eroffnung der
Sitzung bekannt gegeben wurde, kein Antrag auf Abstimmung gestellt wurde.

Die Berichtigung gilt somit als angenommen.
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7. Verhandlungen vor der ersten Lesung des Parlaments (Artikel
71 GO) (Weiterbehandlung)

3-114-0000
Der Priasident. — Zu den Beschliissen mehrerer Ausschiisse tiber die Aufnahme
interinstitutioneller Verhandlungen gemifd Artikel 71 Absatz 1, die bei der Eroffnung der Tagung
am Montag, dem 12. September, bekannt gegeben wurden, hat die Prasidentin keine Antrige auf
Abstimmung im Parlament von Mitgliedern oder einer oder mehreren Fraktionen erhalten, durch
die mindestens die mittlere Schwelle erreicht wird.

Die Ausschiisse konnen daher die Verhandlungen aufnehmen.

8.  Abstimmungsstunde (Fortsetzung)

3-116-0000
Der Prisident. — Wir fahren mit den Abstimmungen fort.

8.1. Angemessene Mindestlohne in der Europdischen Union (A9-0325/2021 -
Dennis Radtke, Agnes Jongerius) (Abstimmung)

8.2. Richtlinieiiber erneuerbare Energien (A9-0208/2022 - Markus Pieper)
(Abstimmung)

3-119-0000
— Nach der Abstimmung iiber den Vorschlag der Kommission:

3-120-0000
Markus Pieper, Berichterstatter. — Herr Prasident, meine Damen und Herren! Ich glaube, das ist ein
guter Tag fuir Europas Energiewende. Und ich mochte jetzt mit diesem Ergebnis die Legitimation
haben, dass wir zuriick in den Ausschuss gehen, um die interinstitutionellen Verhandlungen zu
starten.

3-121-0000
(Das Parlament nimmt den Antrag auf Riickiiberweisung an den Ausschuss an)

8.3. Erneuerte Partnerschaft mit der siidlichen Nachbarschaft — eine neue

Agenda fiir den Mittelmeerraum (A9-0220/2022 - Antonio Lopez-Istiiriz White)
(Abstimmung)

8.4. Das Neue Europdische Bauhaus (A9-0213/2022 - Christian Ehler, Marcos
Ros Sempere) (Abstimmung)

3-124-0000
Der Prisident. — Damit ist die Abstimmungsstunde geschlossen.

(Die Sitzung wird um 13.38 Uhr unterbrochen)

3-125-0000
VORSITZ: EVELYN REGNER
Vizeprasidentin
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9. Wiederaufnahme der Sitzung

3-127-0000
(Die Sitzung wird um 13.41 Uhr wieder aufgenommen)

10. Genehmigung des Protokolls der vorangegangenen Sitzung

3-129-0000
Die Prisidentin. — Das Protokoll der gestrigen Sitzung und die angenommenen Texte sind
verfuigbar.

Gibt es Finwinde? Das sehe ich nicht.

Das Protokoll ist damit genehmigt.

11. Feststellung der eindeutigen Gefahr einer schwerwiegenden
Verletzung der Werte, auf die sich die Union griindet, durch
Ungarn (Aussprache)

3-131-0000
Die Prisidentin. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber den Bericht
von Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield im Namen des Ausschusses fiir biirgerliche Freiheiten, Justiz und
Inneres tiber den Vorschlag fiir einen Beschluss des Rates gemaf$ Artikel 7 Absatz 1 des Vertrags
tiber die Europiische Union zur Feststellung der eindeutigen Gefahr einer schwerwiegenden
Verletzung der Werte, auf die sich die Union griindet, durch Ungarn (2018/0902R(NLE)) (A9-
0217/2022).

3-1320000
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, rapporteure. — Madame la Présidente, ce rapport est
l'aboutissement du travail de cinq groupes parmi sept dans ce Parlement, un travail extrémement
cohérent, responsable et d'une grande qualité parlementaire, qui restera longtemps comme un
souvenir de ce qu'on peut faire d'intelligent dans ce Parlement. Ce rapport, qui a déja été voté en
commission LIBE et qui, jespere, sera voté a la majorité et a une grande majorité en pléniere,
notamment par les membres du groupe du parti populaire, tous ces conservateurs de droite qui
font bien la distinction entre la droite et 'extréme droite.

Donc, dans ce rapport, dans les recommandations, au point numéro deux, nous écrivons que nous
regrettons profondément que l'absence d’action décisive de la part de I'Union européenne ait
contribué au délitement de la démocratie, de I'état de droit et des droits fondamentaux en Hongrie,
faisant du pays un régime hybride d’autocratie électorale, comme le montrent les indicateurs les
plus pertinents.

Alors la question qui se pose, c’est comment on fait dans ces conditions, a partir de maintenant,
pour laisser le Conseil continuer a légiférer comme il le fait de maniere quotidienne, mensuelle
dans tous les cas. Parce que depuis des années maintenant, nous évitons de définir ce qui se passe
en Hongrie, nous évitons de nommer précisément le régime du gouvernement hongrois. Nous
I'évitons en utilisant des métaphores et des comparaisons, presque des oxymores. Nous avons
inventé le terme de «démocratie illibérale» et nous ne le faisons pas par hasard. Nous le faisons
parce que effectivement, nous nous retrouverions piégés le jour ot nous admettrions que la
Hongrie n'est plus vraiment du tout une démocratie.
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Alors nous parlons d’'une démocratie en difficulté. Nous parlons d’une simili-démocratie, parce
que dans nos textes, il est trés clair que les décisions qui sont prises au Conseil par les 27 Etats sont
des décisions prises par 27 Etats démocratiques. Et tant quun de ces Etats est un simili-Etat
démocratique, on peut encore s'en accommoder. Si on ne considérait plus qu'un de ces Etats l'est,
on serait alors en difficulté parce que les décisions du Conseil sont des décisions qui affectent les
vies quotidiennes des Européennes et des Européens, nos droits et nos libertés a toutes et a tous
dans cette Union européenne, qui affectent aussi notre sécurité et, dans un moment comme celui
que nous vivons, qui affectent notre relation avec la Russie, qui affectent notre attitude par rapport
a ce qui se passe en Ukraine: est-ce que nous aidons ce pays a retrouver sa liberté et sa
souveraineté? Au fond, ce qui se passe et ce qui se décide au Conseil tous les mois, qui prend de
plus en plus d'importance pour I'Union européenne — par exemple sur la question de I'énergie
actuellement —, ce sont des décisions qui concernent notre souveraineté a tous et a toutes.

Ce rapport, il était devenu nécessaire puisque depuis 2017 et le vote du rapport Sargentini, les
choses ont dramatiquement évolué en cinq ans sur tous les sujets. Il y a un certain nombre de
sujets, qui vont du fonctionnement du systéme constitutionnel électoral a I'indépendance de la
justice. En 2017, les premiéres attaques avaient lieu. Depuis, il y a eu des lois omnibus, des
réformes judiciaires immenses qui font que l'indépendance de la justice est aussi peu probable en
Hongrie qu'elle ne l'est en Pologne, et nous ne le disons pas assez. Il y avait eu un coup
constitutionnel, qui était déja dans le rapport Sargentini, mais depuis, il y a eu les systémes
d'urgence a répétition et la restriction des droits parlementaires en Hongrie, sous prétexte de
confinement. Il y avait déja un état des lieux de I'Olaf et de certaines institutions sur I'état de
corruption, mais depuis, nous nous interrogeons méme a continuer a donner de 'argent, puisque
nous savons que c'est la famille méme d’Orban qui récupere les fonds européens.

Parlons protection des données et journalistes espionnés par Pegasus, parlons liberté académique:
depuis la mainmise sur les universités, la situation s'est aggravée tous les jours. Mais parlons
surtout droits fondamentaux. Les personnes LGBTI ont vu leurs droits continuellement réduits
jusqu’a une loi infamante qui ressemble aux lois poutiniennes. Et puis, cette semaine, les femmes
sont devenues les nouvelles ennemies de l'intérieur. Exactement comme en Pologne. Elles avaient
encore été jusqua présent un peu plus épargnées que dans d’autres pays. Mais aujourd’hui, méme
les femmes en Hongrie sont des ennemies. Elles devront, pour avoir le droit a 'avortement, vivre
encore des choses extrémement pénibles. Au moment ou se vote ce rapport, la Hongrie continue a
se trouver des ennemis de l'intérieur et a attaquer les droits fondamentaux de ses citoyens, c’est
pourquoi ce rapport était si nécessaire.

3-133-0000
Die Prisidentin. — Herzlichen Dank, Frau Berichterstatterin. Sie haben gewaltig iiberzogen,
deshalb werde ich Thnen diese 30 Sekunden am Ende der Debatte von Threr Redezeit abziehen. Ich
sage das jetzt schon ganz am Anfang der Debatte. Ich nehme an, dass es eine sehr interessante,
eine sehr bewegte sein wird, deshalb ersuche ich Sie wirklich, sich an die Redezeiten zu halten, und
mochte schon jetzt ankiindigen, dass ich spatestens zehn Sekunden nach dem Ende der Redezeit
mit dem Hammer klopfen werde und dann, wenn es 15 Sekunden sind, wirklich das Wort
entziehen werde, damit alle, die sich zu Wort melden konnen, auch wirklich ihre Botschaft
entsprechend anbringen konnen.

3-134-0000

Didier Reynders, membre de la Commission. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Ministre,
Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, je vous remercie d’avoir mis a nouveau a l'ordre du jour de
cette pléniere, la procédure au titre de larticle 7 du traité a l'encontre de la Hongrie et ce,
notamment, dans le cadre du rapport intérimaire de Mme Delbos-Corfield relatif a cette
procédure.



14-09-2022 99

Il est essentiel que toutes les institutions de I'Union contribuent, dans le cadre de leurs
compétences respectives, au respect de I'état de droit. La Commission a eu 'occasion d’expliquer a
plusieurs reprises quelle partage en nombre important des préoccupations exprimées par le
Parlement dans sa résolution ayant initié la procédure article 7. Lors du Conseil «Affaires
générales» de mai dernier, la Commission a pu informer le Conseil des récents développements
survenus en Hongrie. Nous restons disposés a maintenir le dialogue avec la Hongrie afin de
trouver des solutions aux préoccupations exprimées.

La Commission a par ailleurs recours a tous les instruments a sa disposition pour répondre aux
préoccupations concernant les valeurs communes de I'Union. En particulier dans son role de
gardienne des traités, la Commission fait respecter le droit de I'Union, le cas échéant en engageant
des procédures d'infraction.

In July, we decided to refer Hungary to the Court of Justice with regard to the Hungarian law
which discriminates against people on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender identity.

In another procedure, the Commission has seised the Court of Justice with regard to the
Hungarian Media Council’s decision to reject the application of Klubradié for the use of the radio
spectrum on highly questionable grounds. Both proceedings are ongoing before the court. Where
appropriate, the Commission has also used other instruments, such as the European Semester, to
promote the rule of law. In July, the Council, following the Commission’s proposal, reiterated its
recommendation that Hungary should reinforce its anti-corruption framework and strengthen
judicial independence.

Another important instrument is the Recovery and Resilience Facility. When assessing the
national recovery and resilience plans, the Commission verifies whether they are expected to
contribute to effectively addressing all or a significant subset of challenges identified, including in
the relevant country-specific recommendations of the European Semester. On this basis, the
Commission is pursuing its exchanges with the Hungarian authorities on the Hungarian plan.

The Union also has at its disposal the regulation on a general regime of conditionality for the
protection of the EU budget. Earlier this year, the Commission sent a written notification to
Hungary under the conditionality mechanism. Exchanges are ongoing with the Hungarian
authorities under this procedure, also to see how the shortcomings that we identified could be
remedied.

Last but not least, the Commission published before summer the third rule of law report. And for
the first time, the report includes recommendations to all the Member States. In the case of
Hungary, all recommendations concern a series of issues including judicial independence, high-
level corruption, the independence of the media regulatory authority and obstacles affecting civil
society organisations. These recommendations are based on the findings of the report.

I would like to develop some aspects. As regards judicial independence, the report found that
concerns expressed in the context of the Article 7 procedure, as well as in previous rule of law
reports, remain unaddressed. This is also the case for the recommendation made under the
European Semester. These concerns relate in particular to the challenges faced by the Independent
National Judicial Council in counterbalancing the powers of the President of the National Office
for the Judiciary, the rules on electing the President of the Supreme Court and the possibility of
discretionary decision as regards judicial appointments and promotions, case allocation, or
bonuses.
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As regards the anti-corruption framework, shortcomings persist as regards lobbying, revolving
doors as well as the financing of political parties and campaigns. Concerns also remain regarding
the lack of systematic checks and insufficient oversight of asset declarations, as well as the lack of
rules on conflicts of interest for public interest trusts. The lack of a robust track record of
investigation of corruption allegations concerning high-level officials and their immediate circle
remains a serious concern. And some new high-level corruption cases have been opened. The lack
of judicial review of decisions not to investigate and prosecute corruption remains a cause of
concern. This is particular as risk of clientelism, favouritism and nepotism in high-level public
administration remain unaddressed.

As regards media freedom and pluralism, the continued channelling of significant amounts of
state advertising to pro-government media creates an uneven playing field in the media landscape.
Public service media operates in a complex and institutional system amid concerns over its
editorial and financial independence. Media pluralism continue to face challenges in exercising
their activities, including the surveillance of investigative journalists.

Access to public information continues to be hindered under the state of danger. As regards the
system of checks and balances, the transparency and quality of the legislative process remains also
a source of concern.

The government has been using its emergency powers extensively, also in areas not related to the
COVID-19 pandemic as initially invoked.

The Commissioner for Fundamental Rights has gained more competences, but his accreditation
was downgraded following concerns regarding its independence.

The ineffective implementation by state organs of judgments of European and national courts is
another source of concern. Pressure continues on civil society organisations. Public interest trusts
have become operational, which receive significant public funding and are managed by board
members close to the government.

The Commission invited all Member States, including Hungary, to address the challenges
identified in the report. We stand ready to assist all the Member States in their efforts to
implement our recommendations.

Pour conclure, méme si je ne suis malheureusement pas en mesure aujourd’hui de rendre compte
d’évolutions positives, j'espere que les procédures en cours permettront aux autorités hongroises
de répondre de maniere effective aux préoccupations exprimées. Nous allons en tout cas
continuer le dialogue pour tenter d’atteindre cet objectif.

Je vous remercie pour votre attention et je suis évidemment a 'écoute de vos observations.

3-137-0000
Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz, rapporteur for the opinion of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs. —
Madam President, the AFCO Committee expressed in its opinion a deep concern about the
deliberate and systematic efforts of the Hungarian Government to undermine the founding values
of the Union, in particular through the removal of constitutional checks and balances, by the
limitation of the independence of the judiciary, intentional alterations of the national electoral
system, hampering fundamental rights such as freedom of expression, university autonomy,
media pluralism, and by challenging the right to equal treatment, as well as rights of migrants.
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It also underlined the systemic misuse of EU funds to the benefit of members of the government
and affiliated circles. Today we may add ostentatious lack of solidarity with Ukraine, the victim of
Russian aggression, and with our reaction to that crime. When we try to deprive Putin of money
for the war, Hungary just the opposite — makes a profitable business with the aggressor.

There is no other way for the Commission and the Council than to make full use of the
mechanism of conditionality. We insist on that.

3-138-0000
Isabel Wiseler-Lima, au nom du groupe PPE. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le commissaire,
avoir a présenter un rapport tel que celui-ci est un moment difficile. La Hongrie est un pays de
I'Union européenne et, en tant que tel, il a a respecter les valeurs sur lesquelles 'Union se fonde. Si
la Hongrie s’est écartée de ces valeurs, nous, nous avons échoué a la garder sur ce chemin sur
lequel nous voulons avancer ensemble. C’est quelque part aussi un échec collectif que nous en
soyons la.

Ceci dit, le reproche évoqué par les défenseurs du gouvernement d’Orban selon lequel dans les
autres pays de I'Union on peut aussi relever des écarts qui sont reprochés au gouvernement
hongrois ne vaut vraiment pas. En effet, si certains Etats doivent travailler sur 'un ou 'autre point
afin de respecter pleinement I'état de droit, ces pays en conviennent et, en principe, prennent des
mesures pour y remédier. En Hongrie, la différence, c’est que nous ne sommes pas en face de
problémes isolés, mais les problemes y sont systémiques. Les écarts par rapport a I'état de droit se
sont accentués au lieu d’avoir été réduits ou éliminés. De surcroit, le gouvernement hongrois nie
quil y ait des problemes et ne montre aucune disposition a changer quoi que ce soit.

Ce rapport —et je remercie la rapporteure d’avoir gardé ce cap tout le long —, nous l'avons voulu
factuel. Il releve les violations de I'état de droit dans le strict respect des faits. Sa force réside dans
une recherche et une documentation approfondies. Les éléments de preuve proviennent des
rapports officiels et de déclarations d’organisations internationales telles que la Commission de
Venise, les Nations unies, le Conseil de 'Europe. 1l est également fait référence aux arréts de la Cour
de justice de 'Union européenne et de la Cour européenne des droits de 'homme.

Quant a I'ampleur des problemes repris dans le rapport, la table des matieres a elle seule en
témoigne. Je voudrais simplement et tout particulierement renvoyer aux problemes
d’indépendance de la justice, que le commissaire a longuement évoqués, mais aussi a ceux qui ont
trait au pluralisme des médias. Je voudrais tout particulierement relever celui-ci, car I'information
impartiale, ou du moins plurielle, est indispensable au bon fonctionnement d'une démocratie. Or,
l'aide publique va a la presse proche du gouvernement, ce qui conduit a la fragilisation de
lindépendance des médias. I est important que la Commission et le Conseil avancent dans les
mesures a prendre pour influer sur l'attitude du gouvernement hongrois afin que I'état de droit soit
rétabli en Hongrie.

3-139-0000
Bettina Vollath, im Namen der S&D-Fraktion. — Frau Prisidentin, geschitzte Vertreter von
Kommission und Rat, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Ich wiirde mir wirklich wiinschen, diese
Rede heute anders halten zu konnen. Aber es hat sich leider nichts gedndert. Daher zum
wiederholten Male: Die ungarische Regierung unter Viktor Orban betreibt seit Jahren nachweislich
systematisch und bewusst den Abbau von Demokratie, Rechtsstaatlichkeit und Grundrechten im
eigenen Land. Das betrifft nahezu alle Bereiche wie die unabhingige Justiz, die Meinungs- und
Versammlungsfreiheit, die freie Lehre an Hochschulen, Frauen- und Minderheitenrechte.

Nicht zuletzt Orbans rassistische Rede in Ruménien und sein gefahrliches Agieren im Rat mit dem
Blockieren von Sanktionen gegen Russland machen klar, wie sehr Orban mittlerweile die
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europdischen Werte missachtet und wie sehr er ein gemeinsames europdisches Vorgehen ablehnt.
Bereits 2018 hat das EU-Parlament das Artikel-7-Verfahren gegen Ungarn initiiert in der
Hoffnung, dass es auch mit der notwendigen Ernsthaftigkeit gefithrt werden wird. Seitdem sind
vier Jahre vergangen, das Verfahren stagniert, und wir miissen zusehen, wie sich die Lage in
Ungarn immer weiter verschlechtert.

Mit dem vorliegenden Bericht zeigen wir das detailliert und sachlich auf und stellen erneut die
systematische Verletzung der in Artikel 2 des EU-Vertrages verankerten europidischen Werte fest.
Wir fordern den Rat auf, nun endlich verbindliche Empfehlungen samt Zeitplinen vorzulegen
und zu beschliefen. Und auflerdem liegen unsere Hoffnungen auf dem durch die Kommission
mittlerweile doch in Gang gesetzten Konsultationsmechanismus. Der Unterstiitzung des
Parlaments konnen sich beide, Rat und Kommission, gewiss sein.

Fiir morgen hoffe ich auf breite Unterstiitzung bei der Abstimmung, und ich bedanke mich fiir das
Vertrauen meiner Fraktion, dass ich die Arbeiten zum Bericht fiir die S&D-Fraktion fiithren durfte.
Herzlichen Dank auch an die Berichterstatterin Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield fiir ihre wirklich
qualitdtsvolle Arbeit. Ein Hoch auf die Rechtsstaatlichkeit in Europal!

3-140-0000
Ramona Strugariu, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, I would like to thank again
the rapporteur for her excellent work, as well as other shadow rapporteurs and colleagues.
Together we worked very well in achieving this comprehensive, balanced and solidly documented
report.

Across the main political groups we are united in our condemnation of the deliberate and
systemic efforts of the Hungarian Government to undermine the founding values of the European
Union. And we clearly ask the Council to take its responsibilities under Article 7 seriously and
finally act.

What was the reaction of the authorities in Hungary to our report? Beyond the usual scapegoating
of opposition MEPs and of so-called Soros networks, on 19 July, Fidesz parliamentarians pushed
through a resolution asking for the abolition of the European Parliament and a return to one
composed of deputies appointed by Member States. The text also asked for moving away from the
objective of establishing an ever-closer Union among European people. This is very, very
worrying, and it shows a clear unwillingness to acknowledge well-founded criticism or to put an
end to disregard for EU values. We see this again with the latest move to limit abortion rights on
the eve of our debate. We must make full use of the Conditionality Regulation. We cannot allow
the European citizens to finance this madness, nor the superiority of races, as Mr Orban stated in
Romania.

At the same time we should be creative, apply smart conditionality so that the Hungarian citizens
are not deprived of the benefits of the EU funds, because they are very important.

3-141-0000
Daniel Freund, on behalf of the Verts/ ALE Group. — Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear
colleagues, Hungary is not a functioning democracy anymore, and Hungary does not respect the
fundamental values that all Member States agreed on to overcome war, despotism and state terror.
That’s been the opinion of this House for five years now, and it is an existential threat to the
European Union.

Since 2018, since we launched the Article 7, Hungary has received EUR 30 billion of EU
taxpayers’ money. Experts estimate that about eight of those have been stolen or misused. They
have made Orbdn’s friends and family millionaires, some of them billionaires. And the
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Commission, well, has testified extensively about that. They have written reports, many letters to
the Hungarian Government by now. You have launched nine infringements since 2018 yet Orban
continues to steal, he continues to violate our fundamental values.

Following the pressure from this House, including through an inactivity lawsuit, you have finally
triggered the rule-of-law conditionality. And I understand that the Commission will decide in the
coming days what to propose to the Council in terms of freezing Hungarian EU funds. Von der
Leyen said this morning again, third time, in her State of the Union, that the protection of the rule
of law is fundamental. It is high time that we follow with action to those words. No more EU
money for corrupt autocrats, not just a little less.

And [ am afraid neither the Commission nor the Council must fall for false promises now, because
just a few reforms, maybe an anti-corruption body, all this is not going to remedy what Orban has
done in the last 12 years. So let’s fight for our values.

3-142-0000
Jean-Paul Garraud, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, dans le cadre de sa croisade
pour sa propre conception de I'état de droit et plus encore pour ce qu'il congoit comme ses valeurs
européennes, le Parlement européen soutient un nouveau rapport accablant a I'encontre de la
Hongrie. Son gouvernement est accusé de tous les maux et la conclusion reléve sans nuance
I'émergence dans ce pays d’une sorte de monstre dénommé régime hybride d’autocratie électorale,
afin de pousser la Commission européenne a perpétuer le blocage du versement de fonds
européens destinés a la Hongrie.

Sans aucun fondement, reposant sur des notions floues et tres discutables, ce texte veut a nouveau
imposer cette conception impérialiste d’une supra-Union européenne omnipuissante. Il
sapparente a une sorte de réglement de comptes politique a 'encontre d’'un pays qui refuse cette
dérive en restant fidele aux fondamentaux de la construction européenne. Vous oubliez que le
peuple hongrois a tranché et a confirmé d’'une maniere éclatante la politique de son gouvernement
face a une coalition de toutes les oppositions. Le Premier ministre sortant et son parti au pouvoir,
le Fidesz, ont gagné haut la main les élections législatives, et ce, pour la quatrieme fois consécutive,
en améliorant méme de prés de quatre points ces résultats par rapport aux élections précédentes.
La démocratie, c’est le respect de la décision des électeurs. La Hongrie est une démocratie. Vous
oubliez ce peuple hongrois. Le Parlement européen, en réalité, n’en a rien a faire avec ce rapport
rédigé par une députée tres marquée idéologiquement. Rappelons que la présidente de la
Commission avait décidé, deux jours apres ces €lections, de déclencher pour la premicere fois le
mécanisme de conditionnalité. Selon le mot de Monsieur de Talleyrand, ministre de Napoléon 11,
tout ce qui est excessif est insignifiant. Avec ce rapport, la maxime reste d’'une parfaite actualité.

3-143-0000
Jadwiga Wisniewska, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Nie podzielam zadowolenia
pana komisarza, ktory powiedzial, ze cieszy si¢ z dzisiejszej debaty. Nie podzielam tego
zadowolenia, dlatego ze dzi§ Parlament Europejski i wszystkie unijne instytucje powinny stawic
czofa tym najwigkszym wyzwaniom, jakie dzi§ dotykajg Uni¢ Europejska, a wigc: Putin, inflacja,
kryzys energetyczny czy wojna na Ukrainie. A tymczasem po raz kolejny zajmujemy sig
Wegrami. Pan komisarz byt uprzejmy powiedzied, ze Komisja Europejska stoi na strazy traktatow.

Panie Komisarzu, Pan chyba nie do konca przeczytal traktaty, bo przeciez w sprawozdaniu, ktére
dzisiaj omawiamy, krytykuje si¢ Wegry za organizacj¢ sagdownictwa. A wigc przypomng Panu, Ze
ta kwestia lezy w gestii panstw cztonkowskich. Krytykuje si¢ rowniez Wegry za prawo wyborcze,
a to przeciez tez kompetencja panstw czlonkowskich. Podobnie jest w przypadku wolnosci
religijnej, swobody mediéw, ochrony zdrowia czy ochrony dzieci przed pedofilig.
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Prosz¢ zna¢ miare rzeczy. Unia Europejska dzi§ powinna odpowiedzie¢ na wyzwania, z jakimi
powinna si¢ zmierzy¢, a nie pograzac si¢ wlasnie w takich jalowych dyskusjach, i jest...
(Przewodniczgca odebrata méwczyni ghos)

3-144-0000

Malin Bjork, on behalf of The Left Group. — Madam President, here we go again, debating and
highlighting the situation in Hungary. I wish we would not have to but the situation when it
comes to the independence of the judiciary, media, fundamental rights, women’s rights, refugee’s
rights, LGBTI rights, everything is going in the wrong direction.

Democracy is under attack in the heart of Europe. Their view of democracy is that if you win an
election, you don't have to respect the independence of the judiciary. You don’t have to respect the
need for free media. You don’t have to respect fundamental rights of women or LGBTI people.
Well, that’s not a vision of democracy that is eligible. You just cannot uphold an ideology like that.
That'’s the far right. That’s the extreme right. It's an extremely dangerous threat.

And now, it was maybe even just a question of time, we see the attacks on women’s rights,
women’s right to decide over our bodies, abortion rights, are being attacked at this very moment.

We listen very carefully to Ursula von der Leyen, we listen very carefully to you, Commissioner,
but you are not doing enough. We want to have a very, very clear stance. There is going no money
to Hungary, to Orban and his oligarchs, to continue to dismantle democracy. We have been there
with the rapporteur, Ms Delbos Corfield, we have been meeting people that stand every day and
fight to protect democracy and fundamental rights in Hungary. And we will continue to stand
with them. I will go later this month to Hungary to celebrate lesbian visibility and rights and stand
up for women’s rights and LGBTI rights in Hungary. And you should know out there that we
stand with you, we will stand with everyone fighting for democracy in Hungary but we also expect
the Commission to do their part of the work. You are not doing enough. You have to step up.

3-145-0000
Balazs Hidvéghi (NI). — EInok Asszony! Szégyenletes, hogy a Parlament egy része a magyar
baloldali EP-képvisel6kkel karoltve még ebben a hdborts vélsighelyzetben is folytatja a
Magyarorszag elleni politikai rdgalomhadjaratot. Nem gondoljdk, hogy lenne fontosabb dolgunk
is? Nem gondoljak, hogy azzal a valsaggal kéne foglalkozni, azzal a gazdasagi bizonytalansaggal,
ami kialakult a hdbort és az elhibazott briisszeli szankciok kovetkezményeképpen? Az eurdpai
emberek tizmillidi szembesiilnek azzal, hogy kifizethetetlen szdmldkat kapnak a hénap végén,
hogy gazdasagi baj van, hogy tonkremennek a cégek, bizonytalansdg, munkanélkiiliség fenyeget,
és ehelyett maguk itt szdzadszor is Magyarorszagot tamadjak hazugsagokkal.

Az elmalt évek alapjan kimondhatjuk: Magyarorszaggal lehet targyalni, és lehet megallapodni,
hogyha a megallapodds a cél, de maguknak nem ez a célja, maguk zsarolni akarnak, nem
megéllapodni. Zsarolni akarnak, mert nem tudjdk elfogadni, hogy a magyarok idén tavasszal
negyedszer is nemet mondtak a magyar baloldalra, és nemet mondtak a briisszeli kioktatasra.
Ezért aztan hazug jelentéseket fabrikdlnak, al tényfeltdré bizottsagokat kiildenek Magyarorszagra,
és szankciokkal fenyegetnek, de értsék meg végre: szimunkra mindig a nemzeti érdek lesz az elsg,
akkor is, ha ez maguknak nem tetszik. El a kezekkel Magyarorszagtol!

3-146-0000
Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, Senhores Ministros, Senhor Comissdrio, neste
relatério o Parlamento elenca mais uma vez as evidéncias, as provas, que mostram que hd um
desvio autocrdtico no governo hingaro. Agora, como sempre disse a propdsito deste assunto, a
responsabilidade primeira desta situacdo, para l4, obviamente, daqueles que tém cometido as
violagdes do artigo 2.°, é do Conselho Europeu, é do Conselho, porque ele tem nas suas mios a
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capacidade de por em prética o artigo 7.° e nunca o fez. Mais: teria a capacidade de fazer uma
pressdo informal.

Noés recordamos que, no ano de 2000, varios paises tiveram, sem nenhuma necessidade de
nenhum artigo do Tratado, atitudes claras relativamente a Austria. Portanto, havia varios meios
de intervir, e o Conselho demitiu-se sempre.

A pergunta ¢ esta: de cada vez que nds fazemos aqui um debate, a situagdo, sob o ponto de vista
dos direitos fundamentais, da independéncia judicial, da liberdade de expressdo, dos direitos das
minorias, agravou-se. A situagdo estd desde 2012, 2014 e 2015 a agravar-se e, apesar de o
Parlamento ter acionado o artigo 7.°, a verdade ¢ que o Conselho nio fez nada.

Ha hoje um fator ainda mais complexo que é a questdo da guerra da Ucrdnia, onde o governo
hingaro tem sido o Gnico governo no contexto europeu que dd sinais de ambiguidade
relativamente a ditadura de Putin.

(O orador aceita responder a uma intervencgdo «cartdo azul»)

3-147-0000
Laszl6 Trécsanyi (NI), intervention «carton bleu». — Madame la Présidente, j'ai une question: la base
de la démocratie est I'indépendance de la justice, comme nous savons trés bien. Mais comment est-
il possible que le Parlement européen, ou ses commissions LIBE ou AFCO gardent le silence face
au phénomene de la politisation de la justice dans les pays occidentaux? Permettez-moi que je
vous dise un exemple: le Conseil constitutionnel en France. Qui est le président? Laurent Fabius,
ancien Premier ministre et ancien chef du Parti socialiste, ou Juppé...

(La Présidente retire la parole a l'orateur)

3-148-0000
President. — Sorry, [ have to intervene. You are speaking too long. Simply to explain the rules:
30 seconds for blue cards, so come to an end. I simply would like to remind all Members present
in the room and wanting to raise a blue card, you have 30 seconds for your comment or question,
not longer.

3-149-0000
Paulo Rangel (PPE), blue-card reply. — So it’s a pleasure to reply to you, colleague Trécsanyi. It's
very clear that very different organisations, independent and impartial, have said that the judicial
independence in Hungary is at risk. And the example that you gave on France or others that
sometimes Mr Orbdn has given in the electoral system about England, they are examples that
don’t see the context.

(Reactions from the floor)

Yes! I'm going to explain to you if you want. In the case of the electoral system in Britain — now I
have to say this — the parliament is not responsible for legislation like the parliament in Hungary
is, because it is a system that is not a Roman-German system. And that completely changes the
context, the political and constitutional context. So you cannot isolate some characteristics of a
system ...

(The President cut off the speaker)

3-150-0000
President. — [ understand you completely, Mr Rangel, that you also answered longer than the
question was taken, but I just simply would recall the rules to all of you — 30 seconds when there is
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a blue card, and 30 seconds also for the answer. It’s good the debate is lively, but we should respect
our rules.

3-151-0000

Istvan Ujhelyi (S&D). — Elnck Asszony! En elsGsorban biiszke magyar csalddapa vagyok.
Miésodsorban szocidldemokrata eurdpai parlamenti képvisel6, és mindkét mindségemben
végteleniil szomortvd tesz hazdm helyzete. A mar a habort el6tt megjelent, vagtdzo inflacio, a
forint torténelmi mélyrepiilése, a rezsikoltségek elképesztd mélysége, gy, hogy kozben mads
orszagok éppen megsegitik az dllampolgaraikat, ndlunk meg megvonjdk a rezsitimogatdst az
allampolgarokt6l. A nyugdijasok helyzete, a menekiil§ fiatalok helyzete, a pedagbgusaink az
oktatdsban, az egészségligyben a betegek és a dolgozok: borzaszté dllapotban van az orszag.

Es kozben van egy hazudozé kormanyunk. Egy hazudozé Fidesz itt is, és otthon is, mert mindig
mas a hibds: hibds volt mar Soros, hibds volt mar Juncker, hibds volt mar a migrans, hibas volt az
6vodai nemvaltoztaté muitéteket propagdlé mozgalom, mindig hibds az Eurépai Unid, és
természetesen én, mint nem fideszes politikus. Azt mondta Hidvégi Baldzs egy politikai vitaban,
hogy én gy(ilolom a nemzetemet: hit kikérem magamnak! En azért dllok itt, mert a teljes
magyarsag érdekét védem, és nem annak a rendszerét, amelyiket Onok, amelyiket Ti kiszolgaltok
otthon, blinés médon. Mert én tudom, hogy a ,ki a hibas” kérdésben nagyon egyszerti valaszokat
lehet adni tizenkét év kormanyzds utdn. A kormany alkalmatlansdga, a jogdllamisag lebontdsa, a
mérhetetlen allami korrupcié és bizony Putyin htibéresi kiszolgaldsa: ezek okozzdk a magyar
tarsadalom bajait. Es végteleniil szomort vagyok, hogy most, ebben a helyzetben ismét itt
vagyunk. Onok hazadruldzni fognak otthon, én meg még egyszer el kell mondjam: a sajat
hazdmat képviselem és védem.

Nekiink jar a pénz, jar a magyar tarsadalomnak az eurdpai unids forrds, de nem azért, hogy az
Orban-kormény ezt ellopja. Es hadd idézzem ismét Onoknek, szamtalanszor megtettem az
eurdpai parlamenti, utolsé valasztasi politikai irdsbeli javaslatukat, amelyben 2009-ben még azt
mondtdk, sokszor keriiltiink abba a helyzetbe, hogy a magyar polgarok érdekeit éppen Briisszel
képviselte a magyar kormdnnyal szemben, a magyar demokrdcidnak Oridsi sziiksége van a
kontrollra, arra, hogy akar szamon is lehessen rajta kérni a demokratikus kormanyzast, mondta a
Fidesz kampdnya 2009-ben. Most ez torténik.

(A felszdlalo hajlandd vdlaszolni egy kékkdrtyds felszélaldsra)

3-152-0000

Katarina Barley (S&D), blue-card speech. — Dear colleague, you said you are a proud Hungarian,
and I believe that. But you are also a true European. So I would like to know how you see the
position of Hungary with the current government in Europe and maybe what you would do
differently?

3-153-0000
Istvan Ujhelyi (S&D), kékkdrtyds vdlasz. — Magyarorszdg eurdpai unids tagsagaért megkiizdott a
magyar tarsadalom. Annak idején, a kilencvenes évek elején, amikor kamasz voltam,
kampdnyoltunk azért, hogy felvegyenek minket, és hogy a magyar tirsadalom népszavazassal
dontson az eurdpai csatlakozdsrol. Magyarorszag tarsadalmanak kétharmada egyértelmden, még
a Fidesz szavazok nagy része is az Eurdpai Unid partjan van. Nekiink, a magyar tarsadalomnak, a
magyar embereknek és a mi gyermekeinknek — mondom ezt hatgyermekes csalddapaként — csak
az Eurdpai Unid tudja biztositani a stabilitast, a békét és a kiszamithat6 jovét. Ez nekiink Eurdpa,
és ehhez kell az alapértékeket betartani.

3-154-0000
Katalin Cseh (Renew). — Madam President, dear colleagues, with this report, the European
Parliament is about to become the first EU institution to officially declare that Hungary is not a full
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democracy anymore. And that is incredibly painful to say it out loud. It hurts. Because my
generation was the first one to grow up in a democracy. And for now it looks like we are also the
last ones.

But, you know, this only gives us a little bit more reason to keep on fighting. And I know that the
first step in dealing with a problem is recognising there is one. So this is happening now and I'm
glad for that, this is a step forward. But there is still a very, very long way to go. And I have to say
that I am very worried about the highly untransparent backroom dealings the Commission has
been conducting with the Hungarian Government.

So I would recommend you Commissioner, and also to your team, to come to Hungary. [ know
you've been before, but also just to go on the ground, visit the people, go to the local
governments, see our schools, see our hospitals, talk to the people who use these services or who
are being deprived from it. And then maybe it will be very, very clear for everybody that the EU
support has to arrive directly to those people who are suffering the consequences of the EU’s first
autocratic government.

Our Renew Europe Group laid out the roadmap to this smart conditionality proposal. In case of
systemic breaches of the rule of law, redirect funds to people who need it the most.
Commissioner, it is not too late.

(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)

3-155-0000
Patryk Jaki (ECR), blue-card speech. — So you criticise the democracy in Hungary. I would like to
ask you, why do you think you know better everything about Hungary than Hungarian people?

3-156-0000
Katalin Cseh (Renew), blue-card reply. — 1 am Hungarian. [ am a proud citizen of Hungary. I don’t
think I know it better than anybody, but this is the feeling that is coming from the bottom of my
heart. This is the feeling I am using day by day to fight for the country where I want to raise my
kids. There might be different arguments, but 'm 100% sure that Hungary has to be a democracy.
It has to be a part of the European Union and me and my generation and my party, Momentum,
will continue to fight for this, and I'm thankful for all the support we are feeling here in the
European Parliament for a democratic Hungary.

3-157-0000
Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, our European values are heavily under attack in
Hungary, the rapporteur made that crystal clear, and women, minorities and vulnerable people are
the main targets. We get the Media Freedom Act, a defend democracy act, but let’s use the tools
that we already have in our toolbox to combat this autocratic regime. Article 7, of course, but also
no disbursement of RRF money until all requirements are fulfilled. Use the conditionality
mechanism for the total EU budget, including agricultural funds, where abuse and fraud as
identified, and also include the Migration and Border Management Fund, as Hungary refuses to
implement European Court judgments on asylum. It even proudly registered the numerous
pushbacks conducted every year, and it silences the NGOs who speak up against that. So civil
society needs stronger support.

So, Commissioner, Hungary may promise changes, but I urge you and the Council to stay strong
until the independence of the judiciary, freedom of media, academic freedom, anti-corruption

legislation and compliance with judgments is fully restored.

(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)
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3-158-0000
Ladislav II¢i¢ (ECR), intervencija zatraZena podizanjem plave kartice. — Dakle, ovdje u blizini je
Europski sud za ljudska prava. Vi jako hvalite ovo izvjesée. Culi smo puno demagogije, a od
konkretnih stvari $to je to Madarska kriva, od povjerenika smo ¢uli samo za dva procesa koji se
tek vode protiv Madarske. Znaci, ne vidim ba$ da je Europski sud za ljudska prava tako osudio
Madarsku kako biste je vi htjeli osuditi. Znaci, moje pitanje je: smatrate li se kompetentnijim od
Europskog suda za ljudska prava tumaciti ljudska prava?

3-159-0000
Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE), blue-card reply. — The whole problem, dear colleague, is actually that
the institutions in Hungary are not independent, so their assessment of the situation cannot be
taken for granted. I think the rapporteur has reported everything and this is not an own personal
judgement alone, this is founded by many independent institutions making clear that Hungary has
turned into an autocratic regime with a lack of independence of the judiciary, a lack of
independence of media, a lack of academic freedom, and a civil society that does not, cannot, is
not able to speak up. There’s a lack of checks and balances and therefore we need to make the
maximum use of the tools that we have because autocratic regimes do not fit in the EU.

3-160-0000
Tom Vandendriessche (ID). — Voorzitter, collega’s, Hongarije is een vrij land dat zijn eigen
keuzes maakt. Ze verwerpen ongewenste massa-immigratie en kiezen voor veilige grenzen. Ze
verwerpen geforceerde multicultuur en kiezen voor het behoud van hun identiteit. Ze verwerpen
genderideologie en kiezen voor de normaliteit van het gezin waar een moeder een vrouw is, een
vader een man, en een kind nog steeds een kind mag blijven. We kunnen het eens of oneens zijn
met die keuzes, maar het is vooral een democratische keuze die de Hongaren zelf in alle vrijheid
maken. En dat moeten we respecteren.

Is “In verscheidenheid verenigd” — dus, respect voor verschil — immers niet de slogan van de
Europese Unie? Maar dat is niet naar de zin van de globalistische elite. De diversiteit in Europa
staat precies in de weg van hun imperiale plannen. Ze willen de Europese Unie transformeren naar
een gecentraliseerde superstaat. Daarom willen ze de soevereiniteit van staten ontmantelen en de
identiteit van volkeren uitwissen, om zo uiteindelijk vrije burgers te onderwerpen aan de wil van
onverkozen bureaucraten.

Niet Hongarije, maar de Europese Unie treedt de Europese waarden met voeten. Niet Hongarije,
maar de Europese Unie respecteert de democratische rechtsstaat niet. De strafexpedities van de
Europese Commissie tegen dat land zijn een waarschuwing voor alle andere lidstaten. Ooit komen
ze achter u aan. Hongarije en Viktor Orbén staan enkel maar in hun weg.

3-161-0000
Patryk Jaki (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Ot6z mamy ogromng inflacj¢ w Europie, a wy znéw
chcecie sankcji na Wegry i na Polske. W sumie natozyliScie ich wigcej niz na Rosj¢. Mowicie, ze to
dla obrony praworzadnosci i demokracji. Ale czymze jest demokracja? Demokracja to prawo
ludzi do wyboru takiej wladzy, jakiej chca. Jezeli jednak wybdor wam si¢ nie podoba, to te
niedemokratyczne wladze nakladaja sankcje na ludzi tak dlugo, az ludzie wybiora wlasciwie.
Praworzadnos¢ to przeciez przestrzeganie prawa. Problem tylko polega na tym, zZe poniewaz wy
nie mogliScie zablokowac srodkéw zgodnie z traktatami, z prawem, z art. 7, to teraz blokujecie je
bez zadnej podstawy prawnej, famigc praworzadnos¢. Czyli macie pigkne hasla, ale tak naprawde
za tymi hastami kryje si¢ dyktatura i pogarda dla demokracgji.

Przewodniczaca Komisji Europejskiej przed chwila méwila, ze odwaga ma swoja twarz. To twarz
Ukrainy. Problem polega na tym, zZe tchérzostwo tez ma swoja twarz. To twarz Niemiec, ktérych
przywodztwo w Europie doprowadzilo nas do tych wszystkich probleméw. A jaka wy macie
recepte na te problemy? Mowicie: wiecej przywddztwa Niemiec, jak kanclerz Scholz. Nie ma! Nie
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tylko kiedy$ — jak dzisiaj przyznaliScie — trzeba bylo stuchac¢ Polski, kolegow réwniez, ale takze
dzisiaj trzeba stucha¢ Polski po to wlasnie, zeby wiedzie¢, czym jest prawdziwa demokracja.

(Mdweca zgodzit sig odpowiedzie¢ na dwa wystgpienia zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki.)

3-162-0000

Katalin Cseh (Renew), blue-card speech. — Mr Jaki, I very rarely agree with you, but when I do, it’s
usually about the speeches you make about Russia and about the war and about the horrors of
Russia’s war that is being waged in Ukraine and targeting innocent civilians. So on that, I think we
are on the same page.

However, my question would be, do you ever ask your Hungarian friends about the blatant
Russian propaganda that is flowing from the Hungarian public televisions? Or do you ask them
about the incredibly outrageous vetoes they are facing? Don’t you feel bad to have friends like this
if you are having such a principled position on this war?

3-163-0000
Patryk Jaki (ECR), blue-card reply. — Indeed, indeed, there is something, which I do not agree with
about the Hungarian Government. However, you do not feel better because, for instance, people
from your party were, for instance, in Poland, people from a communist regime, Russia
Communist regime, and one of them today tried to say to us that he knows everything about
democracy. So, that's the first thing.

And the second thing is still the main question. Do you understand that democracy is when you
agree with the people’s verdict? The people’s verdict is, as you know, Orbdn, he is once again the
Prime Minister. This is real democracy.

3-164-0000
President. — There is a second blue card from Mr Kohut. Again, I would just urge you — otherwise
we can’t go on with the blue cards in this way — to ask your question.

3-165-0000
Fukasz Kohut (S&D), wystgpienie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki. — Panie Posle,
jest takie polskie przyslowie ,kto z kim przystaje, takim si¢ staje”. Wy przystaliscie do
kremlowskiego kolaboranta, do Wiktora Orbdna, przyjaciela Putina, tego samego, ktdry robi dzis
geszefty z Sowietami, jakby nigdy nic. Wiec niech mi Pan raz chociaz odpowie i powie prawde:
kto wzywa do znoszenia sankgji na Putina, Orban czy Scholz? Kto nie zezwala na transport broni
na Ukraing, Orban czy Scholz?

3-166-0000

Patryk Jaki (ECR), odpowiedZ na wystgpienie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki. —
Panie Posle, przeciez Pan nalezy do grupy politycznej razem z Gerhardem Schroederem, jezeli
mnie pamig¢ nie myli. Tak? A przed chwila tutaj byt Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz, ktéry byt
pierwszym sekretarzem komunistycznej Rosji. Byt nadzorca Rosji w Polsce. Jak Panu nie wstyd
takie pytania zadawac? I to, Ze pan dzisiaj razem z nim siedzi... A kto budowal Nord Stream 1 i
Nord Stream 2? Ktora partia polityczna? Wie pan, ze bez tego prawdopodobnie nie byloby wojny
na Ukrainie, bo Putin nie méglby nas szantazowac. A kto obiecat Ukrainie do walki z Rosja bron,
ktora nigdy nie dotarta? To przeciez kanclerz Scholz z Pana grupy politycznej. Gdyby nie wasza
dzialalnos¢, Ukraina dzisiaj bylaby bezpieczna. To jest wstyd, ze w ogéle zadaje pan takie pytania.

3-167-0000

President. — I would just like to announce to all participants of the debate right now that from
now on I will only accept blue cards from those Members of the European Parliament who don’t
have a regular speaking time. So those who are on my speakers’ list will not get the opportunity,
because otherwise this debate won’t end. So we just go on like this. And inviting all those other
Members not having speaking time to come to the room and to raise a question via a blue card.
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3-168-0000
Marton Gyongydsi (NI). - Madam President, colleagues, the fact that Viktor Orban is not here
today is a confession. If he was here, he could perhaps answer the question. What are the unique
circumstances faced by Hungary and no other country in Europe that justify rule by decree? In his
absence, let me tell you there are no such circumstances. It serves the sole purpose of eliminating
the last bulwarks of democracy. Furthermore, he is doing it from European taxpayers’ money by
building a regime based on systemic corruption.

As you can see, there are some advocates of this regime present here today who will try to
demonstrate to you that stipulations of this report are fake and it’s an attack against Hungary. At
home they will also spread lies in their media that you want to force Hungarian schoolchildren to
undergo sex reassignment surgeries. Unfortunately, your diagnosis is accurate, and Hungarians
know it’s not an attack against them, but against their authoritarian regime. But they also expect
that the EU finds a way to pay funds directly to the people, not via its compromised government.

3-169-0000
Gyorgy Holvényi (PPE). — EInok Asszony! Mdsfél percben kell itt reagalni lassan tobb mint egy
tizéves politikai vita legtijabb fejleményeire. A kiillonboz§ tények, vélelmek és féligazsagok ennyire
— nyugodtan mondjuk ki — 6sszehdnyt egyvelegét eurépai dokumentumban, én kérem szépen, az
elmalt hiisz évben még nem lattam. Doktorandusz dolgozatokkal kiegészitve.

Ez, a kordbbiakat meghaladd, egyszertien mondjuk ki, hungaroféb gydjtemény. Nem kell sem
elfogult partpolitikusnak, sem politolégusnak lenni ahhoz, hogy vildgosan ldssuk: az egyre
radikalizalod6é eurdpai baloldal gydmsag ald akarja helyezni Magyarorszagot. Hazdmban,
Magyarorszagon alig par honapja elsopré tobbséggel wjravalasztottak egy kormanyt. Ezzel
szemben ennek az iratnak a szerzd6i a magyar valasztok el6tt, igy vagy agy, de mindenképpen
leszerepelt ellenzék toposzait hangoztatjak. Ez a dokumentum objektivitasat mell6z6 politikai
ropirat, deklaraci6. Sajnalatosan ezek komolytalanna teszik az Eurdpai Parlamentnek is a szerepét
az eurdpai valasztok el6tt. Mindezt a habord, munkanélkiiliség, élelmezési valsag kozepette.

Evek 6ta Onok, akik ezt a papirt jegyzik, most a magyar vélasztok milli6inak, maskor mds
orszagok tizmillidinak azt tizenik: ti nem szdmitotok, ha nem Iéptek veliink egyszerre! Nem a
magyar kormany tévedhetetlenségérél van itt sz0. A magyar kormany is téved, ahogy a minden
mads orszdg dontéshozoi is. Azonban latni kell, hogy Magyarorszdg a megegyezés érdekében
mindig is kész volt a kompromisszumokra. Higgyék el, magyarként pontosan tudom,
Magyarorszagot nem lehet, és nem fogjak gyamsdg ald helyezni. Zarasként van egy javaslatom:
nyugodtan alapitsanak meg egy hungaroféb barati kort, igen, hungaroféb barati kor. Az lenne az
igazan Gszinte beszéd.

3-170-0000
Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario Reynders, esta
mafiana en el debate sobre el estado de la Union he aplaudido el pasaje del discurso en que la
presidenta Von der Leyen ha ratificado su compromiso por el Estado de Derecho, los valores de la
Unién y la lucha contra la corrupcién, pero no era la primera vez, por eso lo ha ratificado, como
no es la primera vez que en este Parlamento debatimos la situacién en Hungria, al igual que la
hemos debatido también en relacién con Polonia. Y, sin embargo, s;podemos permitirnos que esto
se convierta en una rutina? Bajo ningtin concepto.

Hace ya mas de diez afios que el Parlamento Europeo viene acumulando poderosas razones para
ocuparse de Hungria y Polonia, porque constituyen un ejemplo superlativo de confusién de la idea
europea de democracia con ganar las elecciones y tener mayoria absoluta en el Parlamento; lo
hemos escuchado hoy mismo en este debate. La democracia en Europa no consiste solamente en
tener mayoria en el Parlamento, sino en respetar las minorias y el pluralismo politico, y en
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Hungria hemos visto en el curso de los afios toda una serie de signos de ese sindrome que hemos
llamado «orbanizacién», que luego se ha manifestado también en Polonia, que afecta a la
separacién de poderes, a la independencia del poder judicial, a la libertad académica, al respeto a
las minorias, con esa infame ley que prohibe los contenidos de educacion sexual en las escuelas
con el pretexto de que pueden desviar la orientacion de género o sexual de los estudiantes.

De modo que, con todas esas poderosas razones, el Parlamento Europeo, en su momento, aprobé
por una mayoria de dos tercios en 2018, hace ya cuatro afios, poner en marcha el articulo 7 en
relacion con Polonia, como, por supuesto, puso en marcha y activd también el articulo 7 en
relacién con Hungria, como hizo posteriormente en relacién con Polonia. Ahora, lo hemos dicho
muchas veces, toca al Consejo decidir: esa sucesién de audiencias especializadas sobre la situacion
de Hungria en el Consejo tiene que tener por fin un resultado tangible, recomendaciones
vinculantes.

Y, por supuesto, ultimo punto que quiero subrayar, cuando se acomete un asalto a la
independencia del poder judicial en un contexto en el que hay corrupcion constatada en el manejo
de los fondos publicos europeos, hay un hilo conductor: se quiere controlar la judicatura
precisamente para impedir que haya una dacién de cuentas de como se utilizan los dineros
europeos.

(El orador acepta responder a dos intervenciones formuladas con arreglo al procedimiento de la «tarjeta azul»)

3-171-0000
Enikd Gydri (NI), intervencion de «tarjeta azul». — Sefior Lopez Aguilar, en 2021 el Tribunal
Constitucional de Espafia deliber6 dos veces que el Gobierno socialista de Pedro Sanchez ignor la
Constitucion y las Cortes cuando introdujo el estado de emergencia por la COVID-19. La
izquierda, spor qué no inicié un debate aqui, en este Parlamento? ;No es esto una clara politica de
doble rasero?

3-172-0000
Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D), respuesta de «tarjeta azul». — De acuerdo con la Constitucion
espafiola, se pueden adoptar medidas de emergencia en situaciones extraordinarias, sin
precedentes tanto en la historia democratica espafiola como en el conjunto de la Unién Europea, y
esas medidas fueron adoptadas con el apoyo ampliamente mayoritario de las dos Cimaras de las
Cortes Generales en Espafia.

Por supuesto, esas medidas se han examinado en toda Europa porque fueron adoptadas como
provisionales, cumpliendo por tanto los mandatos de la Carta de los Derechos Fundamentales de
la Unién Europea, y como necesarias.

El Tribunal Constitucional en Espaiia dicta sentencia y el Gobierno la acata, como no puede ser de
otra manera: eso es una diferencia con respecto de esos casos que hemos visto en Hungria y
Polonia de incumplimiento clamoroso y contumaz de las sentencias del Tribunal de Justicia
independientemente de lo que digan los tribunales de justicia.

3-173-0000
Iuliu Winkler (PPE), blue-card speech. — Madam President, dear colleagues, this morning we could
hear the President of the Commission telling us that we should have learned 50 years ago from the
oil crisis because then probably we would be able to prevent the climate change. Then also
President von der Leyen told us that we should have learned from our Polish and Baltic friends
about their warnings about the Russian danger.

So, 'm asking you, do you think next year the President of the Commission will tell us we should
have learned from our Hungarian friends in treating the migration? And in 2024, will the next
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President tell us, ‘Oh, we should have learned from our Hungarian friends in cherishing and
respecting the Christian values?

3-174-0000
Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D), blue-card reply. — I mean, you're talking to President von
der Leyen, not to me. But I'm only glad and I can only thank you for bringing up the migration
issue because it’s also an issue. Or is it not that Hungary has proved to be the champion of
unsolidarity when it comes to not abiding by the binding measures that have been taken
according to EU law precisely to deal with migration issues at European level?

Is it not true that Hungary even appealed to the European Court of Justice, seeking for relief for its
non-solidarity claim against the mandates that had been taken by the Council in which Viktor
Orbén was sitting?

And finally, the European Court of Justice made it right and stated it clear that if Hungary is a full
member of the European Union, it has to abide by European Union law even when it deals with
migration issues and, of course, pay tribute to the solidarity principle, which is the mandate of the
Treaty of the Union for good.

3-175-0000
Moritz Korner (Renew). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen!
Ich mochte Viktor Orban aus dem Sommer zitieren: Wir sind keine gemischte Rasse, hat er gesagt.
Ich hitte mir nicht vorstellen konnen, in Europa noch einmal solche rassistischen Auferungen
von einem Regierungschef zu erleben. Aber trotzdem, muss man ansonsten sagen, ist das ein sehr
guter Bericht, der hier vorgelegt worden ist. Aber da steht nichts Neues drin. Wir sind in dieser
Lage — auch der Herr Kommissar hat die Lage noch mal sehr ausfihrlich dargestellt. Wir kennen
die Lage.

Ich weifd nicht mehr, wie es Thnen geht, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, wievielmal wir jetzt
dariiber hier berichtet haben, wievielmal wir dariiber diskutiert haben in dem Parlament — es
passiert dann auch immer das Gleiche. Die Rechten hier im Parlament, die sonst immer gegen
europdische Zusammenarbeit sind, sind dann immer sehr gut dabei, zusammenzuarbeiten, Viktor
Orban zu verteidigen, das wire alles ganz bose usw. — das kennen wir alles. Die ganze Debatte hier
kennen wir. Und sie sind nicht bereit, irgendwelche Argumente iiberhaupt auch anzunehmen.

Aber eine Sache ist heute anders. Eine Sache ist heute anders. In wenigen Tagen wird die
Kommission, die Europiische Kommission, in der Lage sein, zum ersten Mal nach dem
Rechtsstaatsmechanismus Geld von Ungarn zuriickzuhalten. Und ich fordere die Europiische
Kommission auf, hier hart zu bleiben, nicht einzuknicken, nicht in irgendwelchen
Verhandlungslosungen jetzt beizudrehen, sondern klar zu bleiben, den Rechtsstaat in der
Europiischen Union zu verteidigen und auch in Ungarn, dazu fordere ich die Kommission auf.

3-176-0000
Terry Reintke (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, democracies can die. Democracies can die on
battlefields in war, in occupation, in oppression. But democracies can also die silently. First,
independent media is restricted, pushed out, journalists intimidated. Then critical civil society is
defunded, swamped with lawsuits, maims foreign agents, universities are maimed in their
academic freedom, political opponents are attacked, electoral reform is introduced to minimise
their political success. Then you single out minorities. And we have seen this — LGBTI people, the
Roma community and yes, also refugees.

And every time you want to pass yet another anti-democratic law or reform, you basically create
some fuss about one of these minorities in order to distract from what you are actually doing.
What is the gain? The gain is authoritarian rule with disabled checks and balances, limited civil
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society and free press. And yes, in addition, a much easier way to direct public money into the
pockets of people who are powerful government ministers and other politicians.

We cannot let a democracy die in Europe. So I really urge the Commission, but also the Council to
do more in order to defend democracy and rule of law inside of the European Union. I know this is
a historic task, but I think we have to be up to this historic task because otherwise in 50 years,
colleagues, we are going to say, why didn’t we do more when we needed to defend democracy and
the rule of law in the European Union?

(The speaker refused to respond to a blue-card speech from Andor Deli)

3-177-0000
Marcel de Graaff (ID). — Voorzitter, de Europese Unie zelf verandert in een door en door
corrupte dictatuur. Regeringen in landen als Nederland, Duitsland, Frankrijk, Belgi¢ en Itali¢ zijn
hetzelfde. Hier wordt de gezondheid van mensen aangetast door gifspuiten, waar Ursula von der
Leyen waarschijnlijk dik aan verdiend heeft. Hier wordt de democratie om zeep geholpen door de
weigering openheid te geven over vaccindeals. En hier wordt de vrijheid van meningsuiting door
het putje gespoeld door censuur onder het voorwendsel van desinformatie.

De welvaart verdwijnt door het opjagen van de voedsel- en energieprijzen. Ze onteigenen de
boeren vanwege de Green Deal, terwijl juist de boeren ons uit deze ellende kunnen redden. De
media, geleid door oud-politici, krijgen miljoenen betaald om het volk voor te liegen over niet-
bestaande ziekten, over niet-bestaande opwarming en over niet-bestaande vijanden in het oosten.
En rechters worden door regeringen alleen benoemd wanneer ze op de heersende politieke lijn
zitten. En deze door en door corrupte en hypocriete EU en haar lidstaten hebben het gore lef om
Hongarije de maat te nemen?

De rechtsstaat in Hongarije, dat de traditionele christelijke waarden van onze cultuur fier
uitdraagt, dat de laagste energieprijs van de EU heeft, dat antidemocratische immigranten keihard
weigert toe te laten, is de blauwdruk van hoe lidstaten met de EU moeten omgaan. En ik eis van dit
Parlement en de Commissie hiernaar te handelen.

3-178-0000
Jorge Buxadé Villalba (ECR). — Sefiora presidente, sefior comisario, otro dia mds dedicado a
atacar a un Estado miembro simplemente porque no ganaron las elecciones ahi los que atn
gobiernan aqui y pretenden hacerlo toda la vida.

Hoy, Hungria. Mafiana, Polonia. Pasado, no se sabe. Luego, eso si, saldran fuera y se llenardn la
boca con lo de la unidad europea. Ya en 2018 el Parlamento Europeo inicid este procedimiento
del articulo 7 contra Hungria. Luego, numerosos debates, cuatro resoluciones y el informe que
votamos marana.

Y, a pesar de toda esta pérdida de tiempo, el informe no es capaz de identificar ni una sola
violacién del Estado de Derecho en Hungrifa. Se limita el informe a plantear casos que han sido
resueltos por los 6rganos competentes o a hacer referencia a cuestiones que forman parte del
debate publico de Hungria y en las que la Unidn no tiene competencias, como el adoctrinamiento
sexual a los menores en las escuelas, a lo cual el Gobierno hingaro, por supuesto, se opone.

Dejen de interferir en asuntos nacionales. Octipense solo de sus competencias y en defender a
Europa. Y, si no saben, vdyanse y dejen paso. Estamos preparados y dispuestos. En Hungria, en
Polonia, en Suecia, en Italia, en Espafia, en toda Europa.
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3-179-0000
Nicolas Bay (NI). - Madame la Présidente, a nouveau, vous condamnez la Hongrie. Pourquoi?
Parce qu’elle ne se soumet pas a vos injonctions morales, aux prétendues valeurs que vous avez en
permanence a la bouche. Diversité, ouverture, inclusivité, propagande LGBT, déconstruction de
notre histoire... Tous ces concepts nocifs, la Hongrie de Viktor Orban les rejette et elle a raison. Elle
est fiere de son histoire et de son identité. Elle protege ses enfants des délires du wokisme et de
l'idéologie du genre a I'école, elle défend ses frontieres, son peuple et par la méme notre civilisation
européenne. Oui, les Hongrois veulent rester eux-mémes et au fond, c’est cela que vous leur
reprochez. Vous voulez les forcer a changer, a adhérer a votre projet individualiste informe,
liquide, sans passé ni avenir, vous n'y arriverez pas. Le peuple hongrois a affronté tout au long de
son histoire des menaces bien plus grandes que celle que vous faites peser sur lui aujourd’hui. Les
Hongrois vous survivront, la civilisation européenne vous survivra. Partout en Europe, de
Stockholm a Rome, les peuples se réveillent. La Hongrie de Viktor Orban leur montre la voie.

3-180-0000
Lordnt Vincze (PPE). — Elnok Asszony! Olvasom a tervezetben: a kisebbségekhez tartozd
személyek, koztitk a romak és a zsidok jogai, valamint a kisebbségekkel szembeni gytilolkodé
kijelentésekkel szembeni védelem. Aki ezt a megdllapitast hallja, egyértelmten azt gondolja, hogy
az Orban-kormany kisebbségellenes, antiszemita és romaellenes. Egy gond van ezzel: nem igaz.
Olyannyira nem, hogy stlyos megallapitasat a jelentéstevé nem tudja tényekkel aldtdmasztani,
kizarélag romakra tért ki ez a téma.

Természetesen egyetlen diszkriminativ intézkedés is elitélends, de mutassanak nekem egyetlen
uniés tagallamot, ahol a roma foglalkoztatds, szocidlis tigyek, oktatdsi és lakhatasi kérdések
maradéktalanul megoldottak. Nem fognak ilyent taldlni, de a tobbi tagallamrdl nem is késziil
elmarasztald jelentés. Az igazsag az, hogy a kisebbségi kérdésben Magyarorszdg az EU-ban az
egyik legkedvezGbb jogi keretet biztositja. Ezt a 13 nemzetiségi Onkormdnyzati vezet6 mondja,
akikkel err6l személyesen beszélgettem. Kisebbségellenesnek mondani a magyarorszagi
nemzetiségi politikat egyszertien hazugsag.

A feltételezett zsidoellenesség sem allja helyét. Nem véletlen, hogy a jelentés errdl egyetlen szot
sem tartalmaz. Ezzel szemben a napokban David Lau, Izrael askendzi f6érabbija koszonetet
mondott a magyar kormanynak azért a tdmogatasért, amelyet a vildg zsid6 kozosségeinek
megerdsitéséhez nytjt. A nydr elején az Ukrajnai Zsid6 Kozosségek Szovetségének elnoke, Mayer
Tzvi Stambler f6rabbi levélben koszonte meg Magyarorszagnak a zsidd menekiiltek
befogadasaban nyujtott segitségét. Csak egyetlen témat emeltem ki, tisztelt képviselGtarsak a
jelentésbdl, de mar ebbdl is egyértelmd, hogy a szoveg sdlyosan elfogult és nem tényszerd.

3-181-0000
Katarina Barley (S&D). — Madam President, Commissioner, there’s a lot to say about the
situation in Hungary, so [ will focus only on one point this time. Hungary has become a
kleptocracy. When it comes to EU funds, 4% irregularities have been have been stated by OLAF.
Four per cent is by far the highest number in the whole of Europe, the average is by 0.36%, so it’s
ten times higher than anywhere else.

Forty per cent of the public contracts are awarded to single bidders, which are usually attached to
Orban’s family and friends. We all know Mr Mészdros by now was a plumber and now is one of
the richest people in Hungary. He has a personal fortune of EUR 1.4 billion.

This is public money. It belongs to the Hungarians. It's money of the Hungarian taxpayers and of
European taxpayers, and it’s only used to foster Orban’s grip on the country.
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Now we see a new authority being set up. If this authority is going to be set up with Orban’s family
and friends again, it will be worth nothing. It's high time to act. The Commission and the Council
need to stay firm, because by nature, the only thing that is really a weapon against kleptocracies is
to prevent them from getting taxpayers’ money.

So we need the Commission and the Council to stay firm on the conditionality mechanism and on
the recovery funds. We owe this to the Hungarian people and we owe this to Europe.

3-182-0000
Die Prisidentin. — Die nichste Sprecherin auf der Liste der Rednerinnen und Redner ist die
Abgeordnete Frau Maite Pagazaurtundda. Es gibt eine blaue Karte von Erng Schaller-Baross, aber
ich werde Thnen nicht das Wort erteilen, und zwar aus dem Grund, dass das System der blauen
Karte unserem Verfahren nach gedacht ist als Reaktion auf eine Rede. Allerdings haben Sie den
Knopf gedriickt und sich schon gemeldet, bevor mehr oder weniger die Frau Vizeprasidentin ihre
Rede begonnen hat, und daher bekommen Sie in diesem Fall nicht die blaue Karte, sondern wir
fahren fort mit der nachsten Rednerin, mit Frau Maite Pagazaurtundda.

3-183-0000
Maite Pagazaurtundda (Renew). — Sefiora presidenta, los regimenes identitarios, populistas,
sean de izquierda o de derecha, buscan acumular el poder en torno al Ejecutivo y su lider; en el
caso de Orban también es asi, ha tocado controlar el poder judicial, la ley electoral, alcanzar los
medios de comunicacién: todo lo que no controla quiere asfixiarlo.

La cuestién de fondo desde el punto de vista europeo es que tiene voluntad politica para que
nosotros tengamos que aceptar la desnaturalizacion del Estado de Derecho democritico, y, claro,
nosotros tenemos que dejar claro que no va a ser asf; esta es la cuestion de fondo. Las mayorias
parlamentarias, sefiorias, no dan patente de corso a los regimenes ultranacionalistas, ni en
Hungria, ni en Catalufia, ni en ningtin lugar de la Unién Europea debe ocurrir algo asi.

A finales de agosto, Orban se comprometi6 a cambiar diez leyes para luchar contra la corrupcion
y proteger los fondos de la Unién Europea, y da la impresion, porque ya ingenuos no somos, de
que se trata de evitar la aplicacién del mecanismo del Estado de Derecho, que podria congelar el
dinero europeo destinado a Hungria. No podemos ser ya candidos y no podemos olvidar estos
diez aflos en los que estamos trabajando y que no nos vamos a allanar: el Estado de Derecho
democrético tiene unas reglas, y no tienen que ver solo con las mayorias, tiene unas reglas
internas, asi que yo entiendo que hoy la presidenta de la Comisién ha indicado que las promesas
deben convertirse en hechos antes de avanzar en la confianza mutua.

3-184-0000
SEDI VADA: ROBERTS ZILE
Priekssedetajas vietnieks

3-185-0000

Harald Vilimsky (ID). — Herr Prisident, meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren! Ich habe im
Zuge meiner internationalen politischen Tatigkeit viele ungarische Politiker kennenlernen diirfen
und kann sagen, es handelt sich durch die Bank um sehr kultivierte, gebildete und vor allem
freundliche Menschen, die es nicht verdient haben, wie Sie mit ihnen umgehen — Nummer eins.
Nummer zwei: Ich habe oft in Ungarn zu Gast sein diirfen, und Ungarn ist ein hervorragendes
Land und insbesondere Budapest ein Kristallisationspunkt mitteleuropdischer Kultur, auf die wir
stolz sein sollten, anstatt hier mit diesen Worten in diese Richtung zu argumentieren.

Ich habe bei den letzten Parlamentswahlen auch als Beobachter fungieren diirfen, und ohne dass
irgendjemand auf mich Einfluss genommen hitte, konnte ich feststellen, dass diese Wahlen nach
hohen Standards und mit Sicherheit ohne jegliche Manipulation verlaufen sind. Es geht hier nicht
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um Fragen der Rechtsstaatlichkeit bei Ungarn, auch nicht um Polen. Es geht darum, dass zwei
Lander, die eine Mitte-Rechts-Regierung haben, die konservativ sind, die nicht mitspielen wollen
bei diesem Migrationswahnsinn, die nicht mitspielen wollen dabei, dass dieser Kontinent zu einer
zentraleuropdischen Union umgewandelt wird, diszipliniert werden sollen mit Mitteln der
Europdischen Union. Und das ist doppelt und dreifach schabig.

Was ist denn falsch daran, wenn ein Politiker seine Grenzen gegen illegale Migration schiitzen
mochte? Was ist falsch daran, wenn ein Politiker wie Viktor Orbdn, der von seinem Wahlvolk mit
Mehrheit gewahlt wurde, die Interessen seines Wahlvolkes prioritir behandelt? Ich sage: Es ist
sogar die Pflicht eines jeden Politikers, so zu agieren. Deswegen horen Sie bitte auf mit diesem
Ungarn-Bashing und behandeln Sie Ungarn als wiirdiges Mitglied der européischen Volkerfamilie.

3-186-0000
Ladislav II¢i¢ (ECR). — Postovani predsjedavajuéi, postovane kolege, sto imamo u ovom izvjescu,
za §to je konkretno Madarska kriva?

Imamo jednu presudu Europskog suda iz 2016. protiv Madarske, no u to vrijeme imamo stotine
presuda tog suda koji je stao na stranu gradana protiv drugih drzava. Zasto ne optuzite i te druge
drzave? Imamo i misljenje Venecijanske komisije, koje nije obvezujuce, a Madarska je ipak u
meduvremenu mijenjala svoj pravosudni sustav. [ to je to. Zar ni$ta drugo niste uspjeli naéi?

Da, Madari vjeruju da je nacionalni identitet jako vazan, da je vjerski identitet vazan, a vi biste nas
htjeli sve pretvoriti u jednu amorfnu masu bez identiteta, bez opéeljudskih vrijednosti i, naravno,
bez kr$canske vjere. Dakle, ne ugrozava Madarska ljudska prava, nego ovo izvjesée ugrozava
pravo Madara na svoj identitet. I svakim sljede¢im ovakvim izvjes¢em samo pokazujete da niste
spremni na pluralnost i samo gubite povjerenje gradana Europske unije.

3-187-0000
Miroslav Radacovsky (NI). — Pan predsedajiici, nestotoziiujem sa s ndvrhom uznesenia
Eurdpskeho parlamentu vo vztahu k Madarsku.

Asi niet $tatu v Eurdpe, ktorému by sa viac alebo menej nedali vytknit nedostatky vyplyvajice z
¢lanku 2 Zmluvy o fungovani Eur6pskej tinie.

Ale vy ste si vybrali Madarsko, len Madarsko, pripadne este Pol'sko. Jednoducho, budme tGprimni.
Vam vadji, Ze napriek rozsiahlej kampani Eur6pskej tnie proti pinovi Orbdnovi a strane Fidesz sa
obcania Madarska rozhodli v slobodnych a demokratickych volbach opitovne zvolif si
krestanskd konzervativnu vladu. Toto je objektivna skuto¢nost a nepopieratelny fakt.

Kedves Magyar Barataim! Tartsatok kil Id6 kérdése, mikor bukik meg a kormany Szlovakidban.
Egyiitt fogunk harcolni a briisszeli centralista elit ellen. Magyarorszag és Szlovakia, és lesznek mas
allamok is! Magyarorszag, fel a fejjel!

3-189-0000
Tom Vandenkendelaere (PPE). — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, het Europees Parlement
herhaalt eigenlijk wat de Raad en de Commissie eerder al gesteld hebben. De waarden waarop de
Europese Unie is gegrondvest worden geschonden door Hongarije.

En de lijst van inbreuken op de Hongaarse rechtsstaat kennen we:

- de inperking van de rechterlijke onafhankelijkheid,

- de verstorende werking van het kiesstelsel,

- de corruptie, belangenverstrengeling,

- de beperking van de vrijheid op meningsuiting, de academische vrijheid, de rechten van de lhbti-
gemeenschap en andere minderheden.
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Vandaag moet de boodschap van dit Europees Parlement aan de Europese Commissie opnieuw
helder klinken. Zolang Hongarije de rechtsstaat blijft ondermijnen, kan en mag de Europese
Commissie geen geld uitkeren.

Het is niet aan de Europese Commissie om nu in te binden, clementie te tonen of te gaan
onderhandelen. Integendeel, het Europees Parlement eist dat de lat onverminderd hoog wordt
gehouden voor Hongarije.

Elke aangekondigde zet door Boedapest moet gevolgd worden door daden. Enkel als er concrete
en verifieerbare vooruitgang is, kan er gesproken worden over het vrijgeven van Europese
middelen.

Dat hebben we al meermaals herhaald. Dit gaat over de geloofwaardigheid van de Europese
Commissie. Dit gaat over de geloofwaardigheid van de principes waarop deze Europese Unie
steunt. Dit gaat over ons geloof in de rechtsstaat.

3-190-0000
Evin Incir (S&D). — Herr talman! EU:s grundldggande virden far aldrig bli férhandlingsbara. Att
EU sldr vakt om véra grundliggande rittigheter 4r viktigare nu 4n ndgonsin nér vi gar mot tuffare
tider — tider som vi, med historien i bagaget, vet om 6kar risken for extrema och antidemokratiska
krafter.

Ungern har blivit EU:s forsta icke-demokratiska medlemsland, och det blir bara virre och virre
och virre. Nu maste EU-kommissionen och rddet pa allvar anvinda alla redskap i verktygsladan
och ta i med hdrdhandskarna. Skurkregeringen i Ungern ska inte fd ett enda ore av véra
skattebetalares pengar, och 6vertradelseforfarandet maste gd framat. Stodet méste ga till folket i
Ungern i stillet.

Sa hdr kan det inte fortsitta i var union. Det ungerska folket fortjanar att vi agerar — och det nu. I
somras nimnde rasisten Orbdn att ungrare inte ar blandras, att de inte heller vill bli en blandras
och att lander dar européer och icke-européer blandas inte lingre dr nationer.

I Sverige har vi "var egen Orban”: Sverigedemokraternas ledare Jimmie Akesson, som krivt stopp
for all invandring som utgor en social, kulturell eller ekonomisk belastning for att demonisera
utrikesfodda och andra grupper. Hans partikollega uttryckte att han vill befria Sverige fran
artfrimmande fiender. Det 4r manniskor vi pratar om — kvinnor och barn som flyr for sina liv. Det
ar bland annat mig och min familj och manga andra utrikesfodda svenskar och européer det
handlar om.

Dessa uttalanden pdminner om en tid vi aldrig far glomma for att den aldrig mer ska upprepas.
Det ar allvar. Det som hander i Ungern kan hinda pa andra héll om vi inte sétter ner fotterna nu.

3-191-0000
President. — Ms Incir, would you accept a blue card from Mr Késa?

3-192-0000
Evin Incir (S&D). — [ would not like to give the extremists any more time than they have already
had, so no.

3-193-0000
President. — So, Mr Késa, you have her answer.
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3-194-0000
Fabienne Keller (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, cher
Didier Reynders, grand fidele de cet hémicycle a Strasbourg, chers collegues, si la Hongrie était
candidate aujourd’hui pour entrer dans 'Union européenne, eh bien, ce ne serait pas possible, elle
ne remplirait plus les criteres d’adhésion. Clest le triste constat du rapport de ma collegue
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield. Elle démontre, de maniere trées précise, tres documentée, les
nombreuses violations graves des principes de I'état de droit, de la liberté des médias et de
l'indépendance de la justice, ainsi que les atteintes aux libertés des citoyens.

Ces violations, Monsieur le Commissaire, sont parfaitement documentées aussi dans votre
excellent rapport annuel sur I'état de droit dans I'Union. Ces violations sont la responsabilité du
dirigeant politique populiste Viktor Orban et du systeme qu’il a mis en place. Alors que faire?
Nous avons maintenant l'outil de la conditionnalité des fonds européens. Mais nous le savons,
celui-ci est insuffisant, trop segmenté, trop lent. Le plan de relance pour la Hongrie est une source
de vive inquiétude pour mes collegues du groupe Renew et bien au-dela. Plusieurs collegues,
Katalin Cseh, Moritz Korner, Katarina Barley, se sont exprimés dans ce sens. Pouvez-vous nous
confirmer, Monsieur le Commissaire, que vous n'envisagez en aucun cas la validation du plan de
relance hongrois?

(L'oratrice accepte de répondre a une intervention «carton bleu»)

3-195-0000
Andor Deli (NI), blue-card speech. — During the yellow vest protests in France, around 2 000
people were injured, 11 people died. Many lost their eye-sight. The Council of Europe and as well
as the UN Human Rights Council expressed their deepest concerns about the excessive force used
by the police using grenades and rubber bullets. However, this topic was never discussed here in
this House. Don’t you think that this is another flagrant example of double standards?

3-196-0000
Fabienne Keller (Renew), réponse «carton bleur. — Monsieur le député, vous le savez, le sujet de ce
débat, c’est la situation en Hongrie. Vous faites référence a des événements qui se sont déroulés en
France. Ceux-ci font 'objet d’'un certain nombre de recours aupres de la justice francaise, parce que
la France est un état de droit. Le débat mérite d’étre tenu et des décisions devront étre prises, mais
en toute indépendance. Cette indépendance dont la justice hongroise aurait tellement besoin et ces
informations de la presse sur laquelle la justice francaise peut s'appuyer, qui sont absentes dans
une Hongrie ol aucune expression libre n'est possible aujourd’hui. Voila la triste réalité de la
Hongrie. Et c’est de ce sujet que traite le rapport dont nous débattons cet apres-midi.

3-197-0000
Nicolaus Fest (ID). — Herr Prasident, verehrte Kollegen! Heute also wieder Ungarn: Dort sei die
Lage der Rechtsstaatlichkeit, besonders aber die Situation der Presse, besorgniserregend. Diese
Debatte ist allerdings nicht ohne Witz, denn gerade gestern kritisierte die angesehene Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung geradezu vernichtend die Einseitigkeit der EU-Kommission. In Frankreich, so
die Zeitung, hidtten ,Grofindustrielle die Presse aufgekauft‘, um sie als Machtinstrument
einzusetzen. Herr Reynders, das ist schon seit Jahren der Fall, das miissten Sie wissen. Was macht
die Kommission? Nichts.

In Deutschland mussten die offentlich-rechtlichen Fernsehsender gerade einrdumen, dass es bei
ihnen politische Filter zugunsten der Regierung gibt. Reaktion der Kommission: Ich habe noch
keine gehort. Herr Reynders, der Sache sollten Sie sich in Zukunft annehmen. Denn genau das ist
es ja, was Sie in Ungarn kritisieren. Aber eben nur Ungarn wird kritisiert. Denn klar, Ungarn hat
keinen linken Prasidenten und auch keine linke Regierung.
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Das Problem ist nicht Ungarn. Das Problem ist die EU — ihre Einseitigkeit, ihre Linkslastigkeit, ihr
Unwillen, etwas gegen grofSe Lander wie Deutschland oder Frankreich zu unternehmen. Ich bin in
manchen Sachen in Sorge, was Ungarn anbetrifft, aber solange Sie Ihre Einseitigkeit nicht ablegen,
ist diese ganze Debatte hier fur die Katz.

3-198-0000
Mislav Kolakus$i¢ (NI). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, postovane kolege, postovani gradani,
licemjerje je jedna od najgorih osobina ljudi. Ovo izvjesce tvrdi da Madarska i njezini gradani krse
temeljne odredbe Ugovora i temelja na ¢emu pociva Europska unija. Upravo je suprotno. U
Madarskoj i Poljskoj gradani naj¢vrice stoje iza temelja one stare Europe. Europe, koja je prva bila
obitelj, zajednica i drzava.

Madarskoj se stavlja na teret, kao i Poljskoj, ideologija. Ova nova, nakaradna ideologija koja se
promovira, to nije ideologija europskih gradana. Madarskoj i Poljskoj se stavlja na teret da su jedne
od rijetkih drzava u kojima George Soros, i Schulz, i ekipa, i Klaus Schwab nisu izabrali vlast, ve¢
su je izabrali sami gradani.

Hrvatski gradani ¢vrsto stoje uz Madarsku i Poljsku.

3-199-0000
Jifi Pospisil (PPE). — Pane piedsedajici, dimy a panové, dovolte mi také nékolik pozndmek k
tématu, které opakované zde probirdme na plénu, a tim je otdzka stavu lidskych prav a pravntho
statu, tedy evropskych hodnot, v Madarsku. Ta debata zde je opravdu opakovand. Pamatuji si, ze
jsem vystupoval k debaté tykajici se zdkona v Madarsku, ktery se tykd sexudlni vychovy na
skolach, ktery potlacuje prava na osvétu sexudlnich mensin. A je otdzka, zda touto permanentné
opakovanou debatou trosku nedegradujeme ten problém. My bychom méli vice reagovat a mozna
méné o tomto debatovat. A ja bych chtél, aby tedy pokrocila debata na tirovni Rady, aby i ¢lenské
staty fekly, zda podle jejich ndzoru Madarsko porusuje ¢l. 7 odst. 1 a zda tedy je to problém, ktery
ma vést napiiklad v kone¢ném dusledku i k omezeni hlasovacich prav. Jinak zde budeme
permanentné debatovat a hodnota té debaty bude degradovat.

Ja stejné jako nékteff kolegové se domnivam, Ze v Madarsku jsou porusovany principy pravniho
statu a lidskych prav. Vénoval jsem se tomu zdkonu, ktery se tykal vzdélavani na skoldch. Myslim
si, ze zde neziskové organizace jasné popisuji, Ze je to zasah do prav LGBT, a tedy Evropska unie
by v této véci méla jednat, zkrdtka rozhodnout. Budto jednani ukoncit a fici, Ze zde neni
porusovan stav pravniho statu a lidskych prav, anebo naopak zvolit sankci. Permanentni debaty
podle mé nevedou k nicemu.

3-200-0000
Cyrus Engerer (S&D). — Mr President, nobody is free until we are all free. Mr President, in 1956,
Hungarians united in their revolution against the Soviets, fighting for their basic universal
freedoms. Inspired by their innate European values, together, they achieved their dream: freedom,
culminating in European Union membership in 2004.

Yet today we see those freedoms under threat. Some Hungarians today cannot even simply be
who they are and love who they want without facing the direct persecution of their own
government. What greater breach of EU values is there than not allowing citizens to be their own
authentic selves and protect them?

A breakdown of fundamental rights where minorities are not protected means a breakdown of the
rule of law. And it is for this reason that the Hungarian Government, not its people, must pay the

consequences, as this morning President of the Commission, Ursula von der Leyen said.

So [ wish and hope that the Commission walks the talk.
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3-201-0000
President. — Sorry Mr Engerer, are you ready to take a blue card from Ms T6th?

3-202-0000
Cyrus Engerer (S&D). — I don’t want to give more time to the extremists in this Parliament,
thank you.

3-203-0000
Michal Simecka (Renew). — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, I'm afraid that four years after
triggering Article 7, one thing has become clear, and that is that Mr Orban has chosen kleptocracy
over democracy, Putin over Europe and corruption over the rule of law.

Now all of us have to live with the consequences of the weakness of the Council for years, which
has allowed Mr Orban to undermine our founding values. Now we are in a situation where
Hungary unfortunately backs Russia in a systemic way, vetoing all sanctions, opposing sanctions
against Russian oligarchs and undermining the EU’s efforts to move away from Russian gas.

As we face one of the greatest crises in our continent, there is no more any excuse for carrying out
with the ostrich politics of the past. Otherwise, we, all of us, will pay a very high price, not just in
terms of our unity and our values, but in terms of our security and literally our energy bills.

(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)

3-204-0000

Tamés Deutsch (NI), kékkdrtyds felszolalds. — Kedves Képvisel6 Ur! On a kleptokraciardl beszélt.
Nos, az On frakcidtdrsa, Guy Verhofstadt a maganluxusvilldjénak a felgjitdsdhoz a flamand
kormanytél, Kelet-Flandria tartomdnytdl és Gent varosatol kapott kozpénzt: 327.784 eurdt.
Kozpénz — politikus maganzsebében. Na, ez korrupcié ! Ezzel a kérdéssel, ami Guy Verhofstadtrél
sz0], liberdlis politikusrol akar-e foglalkozni?

3-205-0000
Michal Simecka (Renew), blue-card reply. — Well, my dear colleague unfortunately, corruption in
a systematically major scale is what the Hungarian Government is perpetrating with all of our
money, all of European Union’s money. And it’s not me saying it's OLAF saying it. It's the actual
European Commission mechanism for conditionality is precisely a response to systematic
corruption with European Union funds that is taking place in Hungary.

That is why I said it’s a kleptocratic regime, because it's not just one, it is not one case of
corruption, it’s a system that is built like that. This is precisely why we need the conditionality.
And it's precisely why Hungary is not part of the European Public Prosecutor, it’s a way the
government functions, 'm sorry.

3-206-0000
Kinga Gal (NI). - EInok Ur! Ami itt zajlik ma, az — és immdr egy évtizede az — boszorkanyiildozés.
2013-ban is itt dlltam mdr Onok elStt a Tavares-jelentés vitdja sordn, azota kiizdok a hazdnk ellen
zajlo, kartyavarként épiild, egyre féktelenebb gyiiloletkampany ellen. Az alaptalan Sargentini-
jelentés csak emelte a tétet a hetes cikkes eljarassal, és most mdr az unids finanszirozas
megvondsdt kérik Onok. Ezek az igaztalan szovegek mind a magyar ellenzék megrendelésére,
ugymond fuggetlen NGO-k és szakért6k aktiv kozremiikodésével késziiltek, és mind koncepcids
vadiratok.

Felhaboritd, hogy azok, akik immar negyedjére szenvedtek otthon megsemmisit§ valasztdsi
vereséget, nemzetkozi kapcsolatrendszeritket felhaszndlva mindent megtesznek azért, hogy
Magyarorszagot fosszak meg a jogosan jard unids pénziigyi forrasoktdl. Ahelyett, hogy a magyar
emberek, igy pedagdgusok és egészségiigyi dolgozok érdekeit tartandk szem el6tt. Elaruljdk Sket.



14-09-2022 121

Mikozben a Bizottsdg és a kormany kozott konstruktiv tdrgyaldsok zajlanak, itt az Eurdpai
Parlament tobbsége megint megbélyegez, és a probléma szitéja, épp egy Gj diktatum sziiletik a
jogallamisdg nevében. Mi, magyarok, koszonjiik, nem kériink beléle.

3-207-0000
Pietro Bartolo (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, non mi soffermo sulla lunga lista
di presunte violazioni. Chi mi ha preceduto ha illustrato bene la situazione drammatica in cui
vivono milioni di cittadini ungheresi vittime del regime autocratico di Orban, un regime che mina
nel profondo le istituzioni e finisce inevitabilmente per pregiudicare i diritti e le liberta
fondamentali di tutti i cittadini europei.

Si, perché queste violazioni oltrepassano i confini ungheresi: si ripercuotono sugli altri Stati
membri e sulla loro fiducia reciproca e minano la stessa tenuta dell'Unione. Quattro anni fa il
Parlamento europeo ha avuto la lungimiranza di avviare la procedura prevista dall’articolo 7.
Eppure da allora nulla ¢ cambiato: anzi alcune tendenze sono addirittura peggiorate.

Quanto dobbiamo ancora aspettare affinché la Commissione e Consiglio si avvalgono appieno
degli strumenti disponibili per difendere i nostri valori comuni? L'inazione della Commissione e
limmobilismo del Consiglio sono ingiustificati, non possiamo tollerare ulteriori ritardi e,
soprattutto, non vogliamo essere complici dello sgretolamento dei valori fondanti dell'Unione
europea. Perché di questo si tratta.

3-208-0000
Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew). — Herr talman! Herr kommissionar! Det ér skillnad pd Ungern och den
ungerska regeringen och Viktor Orban. Som du har hort dr vi ritt trotta pa att std har i kammaren
och beklaga oss over Viktor Orbans korrupta och auktoritira regim. Samtidigt glads vi 6ver att
kommissionen dntligen har borjat implementera demokratildset eller det som kallas for
rittsstatmekanismen.

Jag var sjdlv i Ungern ndgra dagar fore valet och sdg hoppet i de ungerska medborgarnas 6gon och
fragan: Varfor har vi inte agerat tidigare? Ju ldngre tid vi tar pa oss, desto djupare sitter Viktor
Orban och hans lakejer nimligen klorna i det ungerska samhallet.

Jag vill ocksa siga att jag dr mycket positiv till att kommissionen nu vill ligga till korruption som
en punkt i den europeiska Magnitskijlagen. Jag ser verkligen fram emot slutsatserna fran en sadan
genomlysning av Viktor Orbans och hans lakejers konton och ekonomiska forehavanden. Dir
kommer det att finnas vildigt manga hundar begravna, finansierade med vara skattebetalares
pengar.

(Talaren avbojde att svara pd ett inldgg ("bldtt kort”) fran Addm Késa.)

3-209-0000
Billy Kelleher (Renew). — Mr President, membership of the European Union is based on shared
commitment to common values as outlined in the Treaties. It's about principles. It’s about deep
values that we should cherish, democracy, equality, individual rights and freedoms, respect for the
rule of law and free, independent media and judicial independence. Let us be very clear, Orban and
his party are not supporting and underpinning those very principles. They’re doing everything to
undermine us: gay rights, individual freedoms, corruption, many aspects of what is happening in
Hungary is because of Viktor Orban and his political philosophy, which fundamentally attacks
everything that this Chamber stands for and the European values that underpin it.

And if you are in any doubt, if you are in any doubt, show me your friends and I'll tell you who
you are. At this moment, Viktor Orban is backing Putin against the Ukrainian people. It’s a
shameful act and it is indicative of all that stands for in terms of Viktor Orban and Fidesz. You



14-09-2022 122

should be ashamed of yourselves. He should be campaigning to get rid of them and stand with
European values.

3-210-0000
Vlad Gheorghe (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, Europa unitd nu poate continua doar de dragul
banilor, dar ignorand valorile comune. Razboiul de la granitele noastre nu este un pretext ca lideri
sau guverne sa incalce principiile europene.

Nu putem tolera la nesfarsit ca unii membri sd se comporte ca dusmanii Uniunii, cu care se pupa
in poze si in declaratii mult prea des. Nu putem accepta ca propaganda ruseasca si apucaturile lui
Putin sd patrunda in inima Europei si sd otrdveascd vietile cetdtenilor nostri.

Viktor Orban se opune constant tuturor initiativelor care fac Europa unitd mai puternicd, dar ii
plac tare mult banii europeni. Raspunsul nostru a intarziat prea mult si a fost mult prea bland.

in discursul privind starea Uniunii, Statul de drept este o prioritate, la fel si lupta anticoruptie. Dar
vremea discursurilor a trecut. Azi e timpul s3 actiondm. Azi este timpul sd punem cu adevarat
cetdtenii pe primul loc si nu interesele grupurilor sau partidelor. Azi trebuie sd pazim Europa de
dusmanii din interior, la fel cum ne protejam de atacurile din afara ei.

3-211-0000
Briva mikrofona uzstasandas

3-212-0000
Marc Angel (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, cher Commissaire, chers collegues, ce matin, la
Présidente de la Commission, Madame von der Leyen, a rappelé I'importance des médias, de
Fopposition et de la société civile lorsquun Etat risque de basculer vers le totalitarisme. Depuis
pres de dix ans, ce Parlement ne cesse d’appeler a une action européenne en Hongrie afin de faire
respecter I'indépendance des médias et I'indépendance de la justice. Il est important de soutenir le
contre-pouvoir face a un gouvernement déviant. En Hongrie, quand il ne s’agit pas de la cause des
femmes, c’est celle des droits LGBTI qui est instrumentalisée pour opposer les individus entre eux,
pour dévier 'attention des faits de corruption avérés des proches d’Orbén.

Et 'Europe dans tout ¢a ? Plutot que de voir en elle une alliée, Orban l'accuse de tous les maux pour
cacher ses intentions appartenant a un monde du passé. Cette attitude est abominable et ne peut
rester sans réaction de notre part. L'Europe doit agir et se montrer a la hauteur de ses ambitions.
Les paroles de la Commission en matiére d’état de droit doivent étre suivies d’actions concretes.
Mon groupe politique plaide pour que le principe de conditionnalité soit strictement appliqué et
que le Parlement européen, seule institution européenne composée de membres directement €lus,
soit associé au processus et au controle d’application des faits.

3-213-0000
Eugenia Rodriguez Palop (The Left). — Sefior presidente, un Estado de Derecho exige separacion
de poderes y proteccion de los derechos fundamentales. Y es evidente que en Hungria no se da ni
una cosa ni la otra. Acabamos de saber que el Gobierno hingaro obligard a las mujeres a escuchar
el latido del feto antes de abortar. Una forma de trato cruel, inhumano y degradante, una medida
que retrasa la interrupcion del embarazo, incrementa las complicaciones y genera mds sufrimiento
a las mujeres, que no estan haciendo deporte ni en una fiesta. Es un ejercicio de sadismo que
obstaculiza el acceso a un aborto legal y seguro. Una cruzada natalista que es un paso previo a la
restriccion del aborto, como ocurrié en Texas. Quieren controlar nuestros cuerpos, nuestras vidas,
nuestros afectos. Pero no somos sus incubadoras, ni las guardianas de sus familias, sus iglesias o su
purismo racial.
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Seguiremos peleando para que el derecho al aborto se incorpore en la Carta de los Derechos
Fundamentales. Espero que esto llegue pronto y esta cruzada contra las mujeres se acabe para
siempre.

3-214-0000
Erné Schaller-Baross (NI). — Herr Prasident! Da sich Frau Barley und die Sozialisten nicht den
Fragen gestellt haben, mochte ich hier etwas im Raum stehen lassen. In Deutschland entscheiden
Politiker direkt iiber die Bundesebene, wer zum Richter ernannt wird. Die Entscheidung trifft der
Richterwahlausschuss, der sich ausschliefSlich aus Politikern zusammensetzen kann. 16 Mitglieder
sind die Landesminister, weitere 16 Mitglieder werden vom Bundestag berufen. Sollte es nicht als
Doppelmoral gelten, dass die Unabhingigkeit und die Politisierung der deutschen Gerichte nie in
Frage gestellt werden, Sie aber immer wieder Bedenken hinsichtlich der Unabhingigkeit
ungarischer und polnischer Gerichte duffern?

3-215-0000

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

3-216-0000
Didier Reynders, membre de la Commission. — Monsieur le Président, Madame la rapporteure,
Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, je voudrais a nouveau vous remercier pour ce débat. L’état de
droit est le fondement de l'unité européenne. Il est essentiel a la protection des valeurs sur
lesquelles 'Union est fondée: liberté, démocratie, égalité et respect des droits de 'homme. C'est ce
a quoi les 27 Etats membres ont librement souscrit lors de leur adhésion.

En ces temps de crise sans précédent, nous devons rester unis et nous devons veiller a ce que les
valeurs communes qui nous unissent soient respectées. Dans ce cadre, les procédures au titre de
l'article 7 jouent un role important et la Commission continuera d’y participer activement.

Notre porte est toujours ouverte aux autorités hongroises afin de résoudre de maniére effective les
problemes identifiés. J'ai a nouveau rencontré la ministre de la justice hongroise la semaine
derniere pour poursuivre notre dialogue concernant les réformes nécessaires.

Nous sommes aussi a la disposition du Conseil pour présenter un état des lieux ou participer a une
audition concernant la Hongrie dans le cadre de l'article 7. Vous le savez, les étapes suivantes de
cette procédure sont dans les mains du Conseil. Et permettez-moi de vous dire que je suis un peu
surpris, Madame la rapporteure, Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, que le Conseil n’ait pas été
invité a participer a ce débat au vu des nombreuses questions que vous lui adressez.

La Commission, pour sa part, continuera a utiliser tous les instruments a sa disposition, en ce
compris ceux que vous avez cités —la conditionnalité ou les conditions d’'un plan de relance et de
résilience —, pour protéger bien entendu, mais aussi pour promouvoir I'état de droit.

3-217-0000
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, rapporteur. — Mr President, if Hungary had been a country outside
of the European Union, we would have defined very precisely the regime that is in place years ago.
We did not because we feel trapped in this situation and we are very uncomfortable. I think that
indulgence was given to Hungary more than the contrary.

[ also wanted to say if a Member State of this European Union has structural deficiencies in one
topic like judiciary, independence of judiciary or corruption, it would need a debate and it needs
work and this is very frequently done for a number of Member States in this plenary, but this
report is something else. This report is an interim report. It is an exhaustive report about a
systemic problem in Hungary that is so grave that it cannot be resolved with different resolutions.
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Now, this Parliament has done its work to the utmost of its duty. We cannot do more. Once again,
to answer those that spoke in this room today, democracy is not the imposition of the majority
against all the others. It is not that. It is not crushing the ones that are different from you.
Democracy is not refusing those that don’t have Christian values to exist. And democratic fair
elections are not elections that are made in a system where opposition has no voice, where the
constituencies have been changed, where constitutional rules are different all the time and where
equal votes are not made.

And a democratic government is not a government that tells lies, lies, for example, about the
European Union. A democratic government doesn'’t say that the European Union is prepared to
send young Hungarians to the war in Ukraine. A democratic government doesn’t say that the
European Union wants to change the sex of children in little schools. This is not democratic
procedures.

So, that is why we need to do much more about Hungary and that is what this report is about. But
now, and I agree with you, Mr Commissioner, it’s in the hands of the Council and I think that we
cannot do any more here. And I'm very worried because I don’t see anything happening and we
need recommendations. And maybe one day we need to envisage the difficult questions of
sanctions and we start withdrawing the votes of Hungary in the Council.

3-218-0000
President. — The debate is closed. The vote will take place tomorrow.

Written statements (Rule 171)

3-218-1250
Dominique Bilde (ID), par écrit. — Le respect de I'état de droit s'apparente a un prétexte commode
pour une véritable chasse aux sorciéres envers tous les Etats désireux de faire preuve d’un tant soit
peu de fermeté en matiere migratoire - c’est, on le sait, le cas de la Hongrie. Pour le fief de Viktor
Orbén, l'addition se chiffres, pour I'heure, a 7,5 milliards d’euros de fonds communautaires. Le
rapport adopté par le Parlement européen dénonce, d'une facon caricaturale, des entorses au
fonctionnement démocratique, qualifiant, assez comiquement, le gouvernement hongrois de «
régime hybride d’autocratie électorale ».

Ceci n’'empéche pas, en tout cas, le Fidesz d’afficher une insolente santé dans les urnes, comme en
témoignent les élections municipales, relativement récentes. Bref, la Hongrie est I'un des exemples
les plus éloquents du gouffre qui sépare désormais les peuples des élites européennes.

3-218-2500
Pedro Marques (S&D), por escrito. — Quatro anos depois do relatdrio que deu inicio ao processo
de aplicacdo a Hungria do artigo 7.° do nosso Tratado, ndo ha registo ou noticias de evolucdo dos
pardmetros democraticos no pais. O sistema constitucional, a independéncia do poder judicial, a
liberdade de expressdo e o pluralismo dos media regrediram. A liberdade religiosa, os direitos das
minorias, dos migrantes, dos requerentes de asilo e dos refugiados também sdo um problema cada
vez mais gritante. Perante este quadro, absolutamente diagnosticado, resta-nos utilizar os
instrumentos que estdo ao nosso alcance: ndo aprovar o plano de recuperagdo e resiliéncia
hiingaro, excluir do financiamento os programas de coesdo que contribuam para a ma utilizagio
dos fundos da UE ou para a violacio do Estado de direito e aplicar de forma rigorosa o
Regulamento Disposi¢des Comuns e o Regulamento Financeiro.

3-218-5000

Csaba Molndr (S&D), irdsban. — Orban retteg, mert 12 évnyi lopds utin mdr nem tudja azt
csindlni, amit eddig. Valésaggal reszket az uniés forrasokért, ftit-fat igér, mert tudja, hogy unids
pénz nélkiil bajban van. Nem az orszagért aggodik, hanem a sajat és cinkosai vagyondért. Senkit
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ne tévesszen meg a kompromisszumkész hang! Valéjan most is csak jatszik. Mindent bevet, hogy
pénzt kapjon, de csak azért, hogy tovabb tudjon lopni. Epp ezért addig nem timogatjuk, hogy az
Eurépai Unié pénzt adjon a magyar kormanynak, amig az nem a magyar emberekhez, hanem
Orban koréhez jut. Egyszer és mindenkorra egyértelmdvé kell tenni, hogy az Unié nem
finanszirozza tovabb a kivaltsagos kevesek gazdagodasat.

12. Situation of fundamental rights in the EU in 2020 and 2021
(debate)

3-220-0000
Sédes vaditajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar
zinojumu Pilsonu brivibu, tieslietu un iekslietu komitejas varda par pamattiesibu stavokli Eiropas
Savientba 2020. un 2021. gada (2021/2186(INI)) (A9-0224/2022).

3-221-0000
Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar, ponente. — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario de Justicia, Didier
Reynders, el Parlamento Europeo tiene mds razones que nunca para tomar en serio el estado de los
derechos fundamentales en la Unién Europea, no solamente porque se cumplen en diciembre
trece afios nada menos que de la entrada en vigor del Tratado de Lisboa y de la Carta de los
Derechos Fundamentales de la Unién Europea, que consagré como valores comunes y expresion
de las tradiciones constitucionales comunes de la Unidn los del articulo 2, cuya violacién conduce
a la activacion del articulo 7 que acabamos de discutir, sino también porque venimos de una serie
de episodios criticos, entre ellos la superacion de la pandemia, con una aglomeraciéon de medidas
de emergencia impuestas ex necessitate, por necesidad, por los Estados miembros, que ha suscitado
un periodo de reflexion del que resulta este informe sobre la situaciéon de los derechos
fundamentales en la Unién Europea 2020-2021, que cubre nada menos que la experiencia de los
dos tltimos afios, y que tengo el honor de presentar ante ustedes como presidente de la Comision
de Libertades Civiles, Justicia y Asuntos de Interior.

Quiero expresar mi gratitud, mi reconocimiento y mi respeto a todos los que se han implicado en
la elaboracion, debate, enmienda y aprobacién de este informe, incluidos los que, en su derecho,
han presentado una posicién minoritaria. Pero, en todo caso, este informe expresa claramente la
voluntad y el sentir mayoritario de la Comision de Libertades Civiles, Justicia y Asuntos de
Interior, y se ocupa de todo el espectro de asuntos de que debe. Para empezar, poniendo en valor
los avances que se han producido en un periodo de gran dificultad con la entrada en vigor nada
menos que de la Fiscalia Europea para combatir la corrupcion, que es fuente de graves lesiones al
Estado de Derecho, como acabamos de ver en el debate sobre Hungria. Se ocupa también del
estado de la igualdad y la no discriminacion de los colectivos discriminados por su identidad
étnica o cultural, su orientacion sexual o su identidad de género.

Y reclamamos, igualmente, un acuerdo interinstitucional para velar por el cardcter vinculante de
los valores del articulo 2, también resaltados en este informe.

Prestamos especial atencién, sin duda ninguna, al incremento del racismo, la discriminacion, la
incitacién al odio, y, por tanto, saludamos la iniciativa legislativa adoptada por la Comisién para
incluir los delitos de odio, que conducen a crimenes de odio, entre los llamados eurodelitos.

Y, por supuesto, se ocupa el informe de la discriminacion que padecen colectivos largamente
seflalados como chivos expiatorios: la gitanofobia —que afecta a la comunidad romani— o el
antisemitismo. Y es permanente la preocupacion de las personas que sufren discriminacion por su
orientacion sexual, los colectivos LGTBIQ.
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Por supuesto, la violencia de género tiene cabida en este informe y celebramos igualmente la
iniciativa de la Comision de incorporar por fin también la violencia de género y la lucha contra la
violencia de género en el Derecho penal europeo. Sefialamos que es alarmante que la Unién
Europea no haya suscrito el Convenio de Estambul. Tiene personalidad juridica para hacerlo y, si
se lo estd reclamando a aquellos Estados miembros que todavia arrastran los pies, desde luego,
harfa bien la propia Unién Europea en concluir el procedimiento de adhesion, en el que la dltima
palabra, por supuesto, corresponderia a este Parlamento Europeo.

Y termino haciendo una referencia a la libertad de prensa y la proteccion de los periodistas.
Sabemos que la libertad de expresion estd amenazada. El pluralismo informativo también lo estd, y
por eso nos hemos ocupado de la iniciativa SLAPP, para reforzar el énfasis en el pluralismo
informativo y la libertad de los medios y, por supuesto, en la proteccion del derecho a la
confidencialidad de los datos personales, como se ha puesto de manifiesto en los debates sobre
Pegasus o Predator.

Concluyo con tres ideas que condenso muy rdpidamente.

Primero, en ninguna parte estd la libertad ni los derechos fundamentales asegurados para siempre.
Tampoco en Europa. Son un bien fragil y perecedero, y debemos velar por ellos.

Segundo, con todo, la Unién Europea sigue siendo un oasis de derechos y libertades y de
oportunidades para la prosperidad y la cohesion social.

Tercero, es, por tanto, un equilibrio muy dificil el que tenemos que trabar a la hora de sefialar
violaciones graves —que las hemos sefialado— de los derechos fundamentales y del Estado de
Derecho en la Unién Europea con respecto de aquellas situaciones concretas que merezcan
atencion y que indicien preocupacién pero no un riesgo sistémico para el Estado de Derecho. Ese
equilibrio estamos obligados a preservarlo, asi como a desarrollar las instituciones y los procesos,
y a financiar los servicios ptiblicos que realizan los derechos fundamentales en la Unién Europea.

3-222-0000
Didier Reynders, membre de la Commission. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le rapporteur,
Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, je voudrais tout d’abord remercier le Parlement pour ce
rapport sur I'état des droits fondamentaux au sein de 'Union européenne. Ce rapport est trés
complet et couvre de nombreux domaines. Dans le cadre de mes remarques introductives, je
souhaiterais aborder trois points en particulier: la lutte contre les discriminations, I'état de droit et
le role de la société civile.

First the rise of racism, discrimination and hatred. Racism is incompatible with EU values and
fighting it is a priority for the Commission. For this reason, we launched infringement proceedings
against 13 Member States that have incorrectly or not fully transposed the Council framework
decision on combating racism and xenophobia.

As you know, this framework decision requires the criminalisation of public incitement to
violence or hatred based on race, colour, religion, descent and nationality or ethnic origin. But a
solid legal framework is only part of the solution. You can have very good laws, but if they are not
applied effectively, they will not reach their goals.

We are therefore also supporting the Member States, focusing on measures such as better support
to victims, training for law enforcement authorities, and improved reporting and data collection
on hate crime. We are also continuing our work with the online platforms under the code of
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conduct to address hate speech online. I am pleased that an agreement was found on the Digital
Services Act. It is also a significant step to combat online speech.

Let me mention also the Commission’s proposal of last year to include hate crime and hate speech
in the list of EU crimes which is now before the Council. If adopted, this new category of EU crime
would allow the EU to criminalise hate speech and hate crime on wholly prohibited grounds of
discrimination, such as sexual orientation, for instance.

In your report, you also underlined the situation of Roma or LGBTIQ people. The Commission
shares your concerns and we as well we are taking measures. On violence against women, for
instance we have incorporated the standards of the Istanbul Convention in our recent legislative
proposal to criminalise, under EU law, a number of acts of violence, including forms of gender-
based cyber violence. And of course, the adoption of the Equal Treatment Directive remains a
priority and the Commission will do its utmost to support the negotiations on this file.

Second, a few words on the rule of law, which you also address in your report. The Commission
remains fully committed to safeguarding the rule of law. An important step in this regard was the
publication of the 2022 Rule of Law Report in July. In line with the Parliament’s request, the
report includes, as from this year, recommendations to all the Member States.

This report is a very important tool for monitoring the state of the rule of law throughout the
European Union. It also serves as a basis for political debates at many levels across the European
Union, helping to keep the rule of law in the focus on the public attention. I will present this year’s
edition of the report to the LIBE Committee on 14 October, and I'm always ready to engage in
turther discussions on the rule of law, including possible country-specific discussions, with you.

Let me also underline the adoption yesterday of the European Media Freedom Act, which aims to
promote and protect media freedom and pluralism. It responds to a number of shortcomings,
including some underlined in the rule of law reports. We count on your support in the upcoming
negotiations again on this file.

Mon troisieme et dernier point concerne la société civile. Comme vous le soulignez trés justement
dans votre rapport, les organisations de la société civile sont nos meilleurs alliés pour assurer la
protection des droits fondamentaux et de I'état de droit sur le terrain. Nous en avons fait les
bénéficiaires principaux du programme CERYV, «Citoyenneté, égalité, droits et valeurs». Au cours
des deux premiéres années d’existence de ce nouveau programme, nous avons soutenu presque
600 projets pour un montant d’environ 260 millions d’euros. Des projets relatifs a la promotion
des valeurs européennes comme I'état de droit ou la lutte contre les discriminations. Et je souhaite
remercier a nouveau votre Parlement pour son soutien a ce programme essentiel.

En avril dernier, la Commission a également adopté une initiative pour protéger la société civile et
les journalistes contre les poursuites baillons, vous les avez évoquées, les «SLAPP». Les
négociations interinstitutionnelles sont en cours dans ce dossier et nous attendons avec intérét le
rapport de votre Parlement. Par ailleurs, nous préparons actuellement une proposition égislative
visant a renforcer I'indépendance, les ressources et les pouvoirs des organismes de promotion de
I'égalité dans les Etats membres. Cette proposition devrait étre adoptée en novembre.

Cette année, le rapport annuel de la Commission sur l'application de la charte des droits
fondamentaux sera dédié a la société civile et au role clé qu'elle joue pour promouvoir et protéger
les droits fondamentaux inscrits dans la charte, ainsi que pour aider les victimes a faire valoir leurs
droits. L’adoption de ce rapport est prévue au mois de décembre. Il constituera une feuille de route
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pour un meilleur soutien a la société civile et nous donnera, je I'espére, 'occasion d’un nouvel
échange dans le courant de I'année prochaine.

Je vous remercie en tout cas de votre attention. Je me réjouis maintenant d’étre a 'écoute de vos
contributions au départ du rapport qui, je l'ai dit, était tres complet et qui nous servira pour
promouvoir a nouveau les droits fondamentaux dans 'Union européenne.

3-225-0000
President. — Thank you very much, Commissioner. Before we continue our debate I just would
like to ask colleagues who would like to participate in the catch-the-eye procedure to be sure to
apply for the procedure very carefully, otherwise I can give the floor only to those Members
whom I see on registration.

3-226-0000
Vladimir Bil¢ik, za skupinu PPE. — Pan predsedajici, pin komisar, dakujem vam za konstruktivnu
spolupracu. Som rad, Ze dnes mame spravu, ktord ukazuje, kde v§ade nesmie Eurdpa polavit, ale
naopak musi pridat.

Pre mna je to predovietkym skutocnost, Ze romske deti nemajti rovnaki $ancu na plnohodnotné
vzdelanie. Ze viaceré ¢lenské $tity rezignovali na spolahlivy prévny stit, ktory je odolny voci
populistickym politickym zmendm a sldzi ludom. Sme tiez svedkami, dimy a pani, velkej
spolocenskej zmeny v sposobe, ako sa $iria spravy a informacie online. A zatial sme, Zial, nenasli
dostatoéne dobré odpovede, ako chranif eurdpskych obcanov pred lzami, polopravdami a
organizovanymi dezinforma¢nymi kampanami.

Oproti inym rokom sa v sprave CastejSie objavuje aj moja ¢lenskd krajina, Slovensko. Je to zld
sprava z dvoch dovodov. Tym prvym je samotnd pric¢ina. Neustdle a opakované snahy o
okliestovanie prav zien, ktoré zatial neboli schvalené len s velkou dadvkou $tastia. Druhd zla
sprava je kontext, v akom dochddza k ttokom na prava zien. Na Slovensku, dimy a pani, existuje
dlhé roky v otdzke prav zien spoloCenskd dohoda, Siroky kompromis. A ide o funkény
kompromis, ¢o je zrejmé z toho, Ze dlhodobo dochddza v krajine k poklesu interrupcii. Aj napriek
tomu existuji na Slovensku aj inde v Eurépe politické sily, ktoré spolocensky konflikt potrebuji a
navrhované zmeny nepraje. Nebezpecny podryvaci zakladnych prav Zija z vyvolavania konfliktu,
lebo iny politicky program im chyba.

Sprava, ktort tento tyzdeni schvalujeme, prichddza v case, ked Eurdpa Zije vojnou v susednej
krajine. A v Case, ked nds ¢akd naozaj tazké obdobie. Mdme na to pocetné dokazy, Ze existuje
agresor, Rusko, ktoré len ¢akd na vedomky ¢i nevedomky aktivnych politikov, ktor{ radi vymenia
silnd a jednotnt spolo¢nost za vlastny zisk vo volbach.

Damy a pani, nedovolme im to! Usilujeme o ochranu zdkladnych prav, usilujme o pravdu,
usilujme o eurépsku stdrznost pri ochrane nasich hodnot.

3-227-0000
Cyrus Engerer, on behalf of the S§D Group. — Mr President, [ am so honoured today to stand here
as the Socialists & Democrats shadow rapporteur on this report, because this report that we are
discussing today truly represents this European Parliament. It represents the diversity of this
Parliament, its different faces, multiple views. And, above all, it is a symbol of what united,
progressive and moderate forces together can achieve in the face of rising extremism and hate.

What we are debating today is the fruit of weeks of compromises between our political groups
that have been put together with the EU’s motto in mind. Because in coming up with this report,
we have been truly united in our diversity in the face of the far right in this Chamber trying to
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make a mockery of fundamental rights in the European Union. Flipping through the pages of our
report of our report, one will find our common words strengthened by the EPP’s passion for
standing up for persons with disabilities, combined with the Left's unwavering fight towards a
society without racism and xenophobia. It pays homage to my political group’s fight for women’s
equality coupled with renewed unfaltering dedication to LGBTIQ rights and further strengthened
by the Greens’ booming call for a more just, social and a greener Europe.

Colleagues, I have been brought up with the belief that hate creates hate and love creates love. I
have been raised to believe that when they go low, you must go high. And in this case, colleagues,
we have soared because we rose above the populism, the vitriol and hate towards minorities and
in the face of such targeting, we have achieved a text which is all-encompassing and pays service
to our constituents — the diverse citizens of our European Union.

So I wish to thank my colleagues and now friends for the collaboration we have had over the past
weeks and months, Alice, Vladimir, Michal and Sira. While we may not have agreed on every little
thing and every little detail of this report because of our own diversities, we came together to
create resolve and put past our differences to look at the bigger picture: the European picture, one
which unites us and our own diversity.

3-228-0000
Michal Simecka, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, if there’s one
takeaway from this annual report, it is that our Member States are violating core values of respect
to the core fundamental rights and freedoms. And the European Union cannot do much about it.
The COVID pandemic in 2020 and 2021 made it fairly obvious. The volume of human-rights
violations described in this report proves that little is being done or can be done at this present
time, beyond words and declarations.

For far too long, we have turned a blind eye on fundamental-rights violations, unequal treatment,
structural racism, or hate against minorities, LGBTIQ people and others. In a number of Member
States, this discrimination has become systematic. My colleague spoke of the Roma minorities in
Slovakia, but it goes beyond that, and now is the time for the EU to make clear where it actually
stands. Do we choose the path of fewer and fewer freedoms and give in to illiberal tendencies? Or
do we eventually choose a coordinated pushback to reclaim our values?

And this is not about or just about Hungary or Poland, although our response in these cases
shapes then what is deemed acceptable by other Member States. And so far, as this report makes
clear, Europe’s response has been feeble. But I am comforted also by the experience of drafting this
report where the groups came together to paint a sobering picture, but at least making clear what
Europe values are and where we still have work to do. So thanks to all the shadow rapporteurs and
the rapporteur.

3-229-0000

Alice Kuhnke, for Verts/ ALE-gruppen. — Herr talman! Kolleger och besokare! I ar fick vi kimpa for
att fa fram sanningen om hur det ar stillt med grundlaggande rittigheter i var union. Sanningen
om den 6kade rasismen. Sanningen om diskrimineringen. Sanningen om hoten mot journalister
och granskande medier.

Vi fick kimpa mot extremhogern i detta parlament for att 6verhuvudtaget kunna skriva ned fakta.
De ville osynliggora fakta. De ville osynliggora det som drabbar manniskor i EU varje dag. Men de
forlorade, vilket rasister, fascister och nazister och deras medlopare alltid gor till sist. Oavsett var
de finns, om det s dr i Sveriges riksdag och regering eller om det dr i Europaparlamentet, kommer
de att forlora till sist. Men vigen fram till deras forlust ar en fruktansvird resa. De som betalar det
hogsta priset dr de som behover rittigheterna allra mest.
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Jag dr sa tacksam over och glad for att vi fortfarande dr fler manniskorattsforsvarare i detta
parlament. An sa linge finns sanningen pd bordet.

3-230-0000

Nicolaus Fest, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Wir sprechen heute iiber den
Grundrechtsbericht 2022. Das war urspriinglich mein Bericht. Ich war tiber das Zufallssystem
d'Hondt Berichterstatter geworden, sehr zum Arger meiner geschitzten Kollegen. Weil die
Situation der Grundrechte in Deutschland auf den Hund gekommen ist, Deutschland aber als
grofSter Nettozahler der EU nie kritisiert wird, hatte ich meinen Bericht auf die deutschen Defizite
der Rechtsstaatlichkeit konzentriert: auf den skandaldsen Einfluss der Politik auf die Ernennung
von Richtern, auf die politischen Abhidngigkeiten der Staatsanwilte, auf die massiven
Grundrechtsverletzungen im Zuge der COVID-Krise, auf die Instrumentalisierung des
Geheimdienstes zur Bekdmpfung der politischen Konkurrenz und auf die Probleme der staatlich
gesteuerten Medien.

Vieles davon sind Probleme, die dieses Parlament in Ungarn und Polen immer wieder scharf
kritisiert. Diese Probleme gibt es aber auch in Deutschland — und dass es sie gibt, hatte ich
ausfiihrlich mit zahlreichen Beispielen dokumentiert. Meine Kollegen jedoch wollten von all dem
nichts wissen. Sie wollten diese Fragen noch nicht einmal erldutern. Statt in das ibliche
Erorterungsverfahren einzutreten, verweigerten sie sich. Nicht ein einziges Treffen fand statt.
Stattdessen heckten meine Kollegen in Geheimtreffen rund 400 Anderungsantrige aus. Von
meinem Bericht blieb nicht ein einziges Wort, noch einmal: nicht ein einziges Wort tibrig. Ich
habe daher meinen Namen zuriickgezogen, denn dieser Bericht ist nicht mehr mein Bericht.

Das Verfahren sagt alles iiber den Zustand der Demokratie in diesem Haus. Man will nicht
diskutieren, man will diktieren. Man will nicht demokratische Debatte, man will chinesische
Verhiltnisse. Man will nicht die Wahrheit suchen, man will nur seine kleine rachitische Macht
demonstrieren. Verantwortlich fiir dieses antidemokratische Clownstheater sind die Leute, die
sonst bei jeder Gelegenheit von demokratischen Werten reden, nimlich Sophie in’t Veld, Birgit
Sippel, Vladimir Bil¢ik, Sergey Lagodinsky, Tineke Strik und noch ein paar andere, die intellektuell
und charakterlich so unbedeutend sind, dass ich nicht mal ihre Namen weifS.

Liebe Kollegen, Sie sind alle erbarmliche Heuchler. Demokratische Werte sind Thnen vollig egal.
Was Sie da gezeigt haben, waren Verfahrenstricks des kommunistischen Politbiiros. Thr Verhalten
war einer Demokratie unwiirdig.

Die Probleme der Rechtsstaatlichkeit in Deutschland werden leider nicht mehr benannt. In
Deutschland werden unabhingige Journalisten aus dem Land getrieben. Arzte, die sich gegen
Impfungen aussprechen, erhalten morgens um 4.00 Uhr Besuch von der Staatspolizei, und
Gleiches passiert Richtern, die in ihren Urteilen Lockdown-Maffnahmen als verfassungswidrig
bezeichneten. Deutschland ist rechtsstaatlich in einem miserablen Zustand. Aber so ist es auch
dieses Parlament. Eine Ansammlung von antidemokratischen Heuchlern soll iber
Rechtsstaatlichkeit entscheiden. Das ist ein Witz, und ein Witz ist auch dieser Bericht.

3-231-0000

Sédes vaditajs. — Godatie kolegi! Es aicinatu neparmest konkrétiem deputatiem, un es atgadinu,
ka misu kartibas rulli ir 173. punkts par ta saucamajiem personigajiem pazinojumiem — jums ir
tiesibas atbildet.

3-232-0000

Rob Rooken, namens de ECR-Fractie. — Voorzitter, commissaris, collega’s, we hebben het vandaag
hier over het verslag over de grondrechten in de Europese Unie. De jaren 2020-2021. En ik weet
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zeker dat voor iedereen die in die twee jaren in Europa leefde, het heel duidelijk zou moeten zijn
welke onderwerpen er zeker in zouden moeten staan. En ik noem er hier vier.

Allereerst, met stip op één, de invoering van een QR-code. Hiermee heeft de Europese overheid
institutionele discriminatie mogelijk gemaakt. Miljoenen burgers werd dankzij die QR-code de
toegang ontzegd tot essentiéle delen van de samenleving.

Misschien iets over de maandenlange lockdowns voor iedereen, met Oostenrijk, dat vaccins
verplicht stelde en weigeraars thuis op wilde sluiten en beboeten? Of misschien iets over Itali¢, dat
werknemers hun baan wilde afnemen als mensen zich niet lieten vaccineren? En zo kan ik nog wel
even doorgaan.

Maar het is best ongelooflijk, want in dit hele document van 46 pagina’s worden deze dingen niet
genoemd. Ik heb wat woorden geteld. “QR-code” komt er nul keer in voor, “lockdown” drie keer,
“vaccin” wordt één keer genoemd — en dan in de context van antivaccinpropaganda.

En wat komt er dan wél voor in het verslag? Waar liggen de zwaartepunten? Nou, dat hebben mijn
voorgangers hier ook al genoemd. “Roma” wordt 38 keer genoemd, “lhbti” 39 keer, en ook
vandaag is de winnaar “gender”.

Er gaat hier geen verslag de deur uit — om het zo te zeggen — in het Europees Parlement, waar niet
overal op elke pagina het woord “gender” een paar keer voorkomt. Is dit een verslag of is het een
witwasoperatie om de grove schendingen van de afgelopen twee jaren te maskeren? Ik denk zelf
dat het het fantasieverslag is waar George Orwell om zou kunnen lachen.

ledereen die voor dit verslag stemt, is — denk ik — medeschuldig aan geschiedvervalsing.

3-233-0000
Sira Rego, en nombre del Grupo The Left. — Sefior presidente, a veces las contradicciones son
reveladoras. En esta institucion, en la que en ocasiones se pasa por encima de derechos
fundamentales, como en la politica migratoria, en la que tenemos Estados miembros que pisotean
los derechos de las mujeres y de las personas LGTBI, o en la que impulsamos unas politicas
econémicas que a menudo arruinan la vida de trabajadores y trabajadoras, hemos sido sin
embargo capaces de sacar este informe sobre la situacion de los derechos en la Unidén que
precisamente recoge y denuncia muchos de estos aspectos.

En ese sentido, me gustaria poner especial atencion en la condena que hace este informe de la
situacion en las fronteras exteriores de la Union, especificamente con relacién a las devoluciones
en caliente, al uso de la violencia sistematica, a la falta de garantias para el derecho de asilo, etc.

Para terminar, quiero agradecer que se haya considerado nuestra propuesta de afiadir los derechos
econémicos a este informe: es un punto de inflexion en un aflo como este en el que se estin
aplicando medidas salvajes contra los hogares europeos, como la subida injustificada y miope de
los tipos de interés por parte del Banco Central Europeo, la inflacion, la subida de los precios del
suministro energético, etc., que auguran una situacion de vulnerabilidad alta para la gente
corriente.

Ojald que este informe sirva también para actuaciones contundentes que protejan a nuestros
paises y a nuestra gente y que el informe del afio siguiente no sea tan duro.

3-234-0000
Clara Ponsati Obiols (NI). — Mr President, on 31 August, the UN Human Rights Committee
reported that suspending four Catalan elected representatives was a violation of their political
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rights and, more importantly, the rights of their voters. The UN reported that Spain is in violation
of Article 25 of the Charter and is denying Catalans their constitutional rights. This happens in
plain sight under your watch: the watch of this Parliament and the watch of this Commission. But
we never hear anything from you. Is it your policy to wait for some outside institution to speak
before you recognise the violation of the rights of European citizens? Or do you reserve this
mistreatment for Catalans only? Is your silence weakness or cynicism?

The report that we are discussing today rightly states that the widespread violations of human
rights in the EU are causing serious danger and in some cases are systemic. You know this. Now
that the UN has certified that Spain is unable to live up to its own Constitution, should we start
saying the same of the Union and the Treaties, or will you dare to stop discrimination against
European citizens on the basis of their nationality?

3-235-0000
Javier Zarzalejos (PPE). — Sefior presidente, esta mafiana, la presidenta de la Comisién ha
recordado que la democracia no puede darse por sentada y tampoco la libertad: este debe ser
nuestro punto de partida.

La Unién Europea, también Espafia, sigue siendo un gran espacio democratico, comprometido
con la preservacion del Estado de Derecho, y ahora, ademds, tiene que ser un ejemplo de firmeza
especial a la hora de combatir las acciones, los discursos y las ideologias que desean acabar con la
democracia representativa; unas amenazas vienen de fuera, otras las tenemos dentro: estd el
populismo que pretende encarnar una voluntad popular por encima de la ley, pero también el
nacionalismo étnico, racista y excluyente. Se ataca a la democracia y a la libertad, a la diversidad y
al pluralismo, en nombre de la religion, de la etnia, de la identidad o de la lengua, y esta amenaza
sigue presente en la Unién Europea.

Un aspecto concreto, pero sustancial, de esto son las narrativas que en mi pais legitiman la
violencia ejercida durante casi medio siglo por una banda terrorista. Por eso, reitero, sefior
comisario, la necesidad de impulsar rdpidamente la revision de la Directiva por la que se
establecen normas minimas sobre los derechos, el apoyo y la proteccién de las victimas de delitos
de la manera que en este informe se recomienda para reforzar la proteccién de las victimas y para
dar garantias de que se evitard todo acto de humillacién y ataque proveniente de los sectores
sociales afines a los agresores.

3-236-0000

Sylvie Guillaume (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, mes chers collegues, Monsieur le
Commissaire, je suis désolée de devoir commencer cette intervention de cette maniere, mais la
situation des droits fondamentaux au sein de I'Union reste a risque d’année en année et les
rapports successifs sur le sujet le montrent. Récemment, et en plus des risques qui existaient déja,
la pandémie de COVID-19 et 'acharnement contre les migrants a travers I'Union européenne ont
fait croitre cette inquiétude.

C'est pourquoi le rapport initial, rédigé par un collegue du groupe ID, outre la part de provocation
qu'il contenait, reflétait une vision du monde totalement caricaturale: contre 'avortement, contre
les migrants, contre les médias, contre les ONG, défendant sans nuance les gouvernements
hongrois et polonais en matiere d’état de droit. Ce chapelet d’'outrances n’était manifestement pas
a la hauteur. A la lumiére de ce vrai-faux rapport initial, je tiens a mettre en garde les élus du
groupe PPE de cet hémicycle: cest cette méme caricature qui sera votre image si en Italie ou en
Suede, voire ailleurs, vous acceptez de sceller des alliances avec I'extréme droite; vous serez co-
responsables de violations des droits fondamentaux, notamment des plus vulnérables.
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A Tlinverse, je suis persuadée quil faut continuer de défendre une vision du monde juste et
progressiste, représentative de 'Union avec ses difficultés et ses solutions. Et c’est pourquoi je salue
les groupes politiques, dont le mien, qui sont parvenus a travailler ensemble et a faire adopter en
commission LIBE un rapport sur la situation des droits fondamentaux au sein de I'Union, basé sur
des faits et non sur des fausses informations. J'espére que nous trouverons cette méme majorité
dans la pléniere.

3-237-0000

Moritz Koérner (Renew). — Herr Prasident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Der Bericht iiber die
Lage der Grundrechte in Europa ist richtig und wichtig, denn wir miissen wachsam sein, wenn es
darum geht, die Biirgerrechte in Europa zu verteidigen. Gerade erschiittern uns wieder
Neuigkeiten: Uberwachungsskandale und Pegasus. Im Untersuchungsausschuss beschiftigen wir
uns immer wieder damit, dass Oppositionelle und Journalisten mit Spionagesoftware iiberwacht
werden.

Aber wenn wir hier tiber die Lage der Grundrechte sprechen, dann miissen wir auch tiber eine
grofle Gefahr fiir die Grundrechte sprechen, die von der Europdischen Kommission ausgeht. Mit
der sogenannten Chat-Kontrolle wird die personliche Kommunikation aller Biirgerinnen und
Biirger in der Europdischen Union tiberwacht. Der Europdische Datenschutzausschuss hat gerade
erst ein verheerendes Urteil iiber diesen Vorschlag der EU-Kommission gefallt. Er sagt, dass die
jetzige Form des Vorschlags mehr Risiken fiir die Einzelpersonen und damit fiir die Allgemeinheit
insgesamt bieten wiirde als tatsichlich mehr Risiken fiir Straftiter. Das ist der falsche Weg, und ich
fordere deswegen die Europdische Kommission auf, diesen Vorschlag zuriickzuziehen und zu
tiberarbeiten.

3-238-0000
Katrin Langensiepen (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, sehr
geehrter Herr Berichterstatter, liebe Schattenberichterstatterinnen und Schattenberichterstatter!
Herzlichen Dank fiir diesen Bericht. Ich habe von vielen Gruppen nun gehort, die von
Diskriminierung betroffen sind. Ich mochte hier den Fokus auf die Menschen mit Behinderungen
legen. Ich freue mich sehr, Herr Kommissar, dass Sie heute hier im Raum sind. Wir haben tiber
LGBTIQ — Queer-Feindlichkeit — gesprochen, wir haben iiber Rassismus gesprochen, wir sprechen
iber Antiziganismus.

Ich mochte heute mit Thnen iiber Ableismus sprechen — Behindertenfeindlichkeit. Sie findet
tiberall statt in der Europdischen Union. Das bedeutet, ich habe keinen barrierefreien Zugang zur
Bahn, ich kann nicht in den Zug einsteigen. Ich bin vielleicht Mitglied der Europdischen Union,
aber ich kann nicht so wie vielleicht nichtbehinderte Menschen reisen. Als Frau mit Behinderung,
als Mddchen mit Behinderung werde ich immer noch, wenn es gewissen Institutionen so gefallt,
zwangssterilisiert. Es gibt Zwangsabtreibungen, meine Rechte werden massiv beschnitten.

The future is accessible — I hope that the future will be accessible.

Die Gegenwart ist fiir Menschen mit Behinderung nicht barrierefrei, und sie haben keine
Menschenrechte. Ich weif}, ich verlingere gerade noch — bitte noch diesen einen Punkt. Im April
2021 wurden in Berlin in einer Einrichtung vier Menschen erstochen. Menschen mit Behinderung
wurden ermordet. Ermordet! Und am Ende des Tages hat man berichtet und meinte, sie wurden
erlost. Wenn dieses Gedankengut, dass behinderte Menschen, Menschen mit Erkrankungen, erlost
werden miissen, dann sind wir immer noch weit entfernt von der Umsetzung der
UN-Behindertenrechtskonvention und befinden uns leider immer noch in einer sehr ableistischen
Gesellschaft. Und ich hoffe, dass Sie unser Partner sind fuir diese Bekimpfung von Ableismus.
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3-241-0000
Silvia Sardone (ID). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la risoluzione del Parlamento
europeo sulla situazione dei diritti fondamentali nell’'Unione europea ha dei passaggi, diciamo,
francamente assurdi.

Ne leggo alcuni. In premessa, lettera c), scrivete: "la pandemia e le misure restrittive hanno
provocato un aumento degli incidenti a matrice razzista”. Alla lettera f) leggo: "la crisi sanitaria ¢
stata spesso usata come pretesto per attaccare le minoranze, compresi i migranti e i rom”. Sempre
sui rom, alla lettera e) leggo che continuano ad essere uno dei gruppi pitt vulnerabili e oppressi
nell'Unione europea, senza ovviamente citare mai il fatto che molte comunita non hanno alcuna
intenzione di integrarsi.

C’¢ poi un capitolo in cui sostenete che ci sia razzismo strutturale in Europa e intere parti sulle
violazioni di diritti fondamentali dei migranti, in cui ci comunicate che dobbiamo accogliere piu
immigrati, che siamo razzisti, che le ONG che portano stranieri irregolari in Europa sono
criminalizzate. In pratica dite che chiunque sia contro I'immigrazione clandestina dovrebbe
vergognarsi. E assurdo!

Parlate poi, giustamente, del grave fenomeno della violenza nei confronti delle donne. Ma nulla —e
dico: nulla! — dite sulla situazione delle donne in tante comunita islamiche dove sono costrette
alluso del velo, simbolo di sottomissione, e spesso sono private di molte liberta. Nulla dite
neppure sull'islamizzazione di molte citta europee, con la diffusione della sharia. Insomma, tanta
propaganda di sinistra e mancanza totale di uno sguardo pragmatico, obiettivo su vari temi citati
relativi, appunto, ai diritti fondamentali violati.

Ecco, poi non stupitevi se i cittadini hanno sempre meno fiducia in un’'Unione europea che ¢
effettivamente cosi ideologica.

3-242-0000
Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Przez wszystkie przypadki
wlasciwie jest odmieniane tutaj stowo praworzadno$¢. Zapomina si¢ o tym, ze to pojecie
traktatowe moze by¢ interpretowane przez panstwa cztonkowskie w rézny sposob, chociazby ze
wzgledu na bardzo rézne tradycje prawne i orzecznictwa krajowe. Dlatego nie mozna zgodzic si¢
z tymi z Panstwa, ktorzy niejednokrotnie z tego miejsca, czasami w sposob kabaretowy, czasami
w sposob — nie ukrywam — irytujacy, probuja narzucaé¢ dumnym panstwom narodowym, takim
jak chociazby moj kraj Polska, swojg interpretacj¢ praworzadnosci zgodng z obecnie promowang
agendg lewicows i liberalna.

Szanowni Panstwo, to, ze z przypadkéw w sposéb oczywisty nagannych i godnych potepienia,
takie jak przemoc wobec 0s6b LGBT, mniejszosci religijnych, mniejszosci etnicznych, probujecie
uczynic patke, ktérg okladacie bez opamigtania takie panstwa, jak wspomniana chociazby Polska
czy Wegry, czy inne panstwo. To, Ze prébujecie z tego miejsca grozi¢ najwigkszej grupie
parlamentarnej, Ze jezeli nawigze wspdlprace z panstwem, w ktérym wygra partia, ktora nie jest
po waszej mysli, to to juz bedzie koniec demokracji. Dla wielu obecnych tutaj na galerii 0séb te
wszystkie dyrdymaly, ktérymi epatujecie przy okazji kazdego posiedzenia Parlamentu, czy to w
Strasburgu, czy w Brukseli, sg zupelnie bez znaczenia.

3-243-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, [ have to say, I think this is an incredibly strong report, but
[ want to particularly deal with the section on migration. Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, more
than 5 700 civilians have lost their lives. We rightly condemn in the strongest possible terms, even
as we do nothing to stop this war.
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But there’s another war in Europe, even though we don’t call it that. But it is a continuous and
bloody war against migrants going on for nearly a decade. And the casualty rate easily matches
anything that is happening in Ukraine. Almost 25 000 people have died or gone missing at sea in
Europe over the past eight years. In the last year alone, 3 500 people have died at our borders.
Countless more have been pushed back, beaten, raped and tortured on EU borders. More than
34 000 people were pulled back into detention, horror and death in Libya, and the EU funded the
Libyan Coast Guard.

So, if we oppose war, we should end Europe’s war on migrants because if Putin is a monster, then
what the hell are we?

3-244-0000
Francesca Donato (NI). — Signor Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli colleghi, io devo fare
i miei complimenti sinceri al collega Lopez Aguilar per la sua relazione, perché ¢ davvero molto
completa e accurata e tocca tutti i problemi riguardanti le violazioni dei diritti fondamentali
nell'Unione europea.

Sono d’accordo che sia un compito ineludibile per la democrazia europea quello di difendere ad
ogni costo, in qualsiasi circostanza e senza esclusioni, tutte le violazioni dei diritti umani e credo
che questo si debba fare con estremo coraggio, in particolare lottando contro l'incitazione all'odio
razziale, la persecuzione delle minoranze linguistiche, la violazione della liberta di stampa e della
liberta di espressione, anche quando queste sono poste in essere da un governo che vuole entrare
nell'Unione europea, come il governo ucraino, che ha predisposto delle liste di proscrizione in cui
sono inseriti dei parlamentari europei, come la sottoscritta, e altri colleghi.

Se vogliamo difendere i diritti umani, dobbiamo avere il coraggio di farlo sempre, in ogni
circostanza, senza paura e senza guardare in faccia nessuno.

3-245-0000
Frances Fitzgerald (PPE). — Mr President, human rights have been at the core of our Union from
the very beginning. Yet lately we see a rise in authoritarianism where the flouting of human rights
is widespread and our fundamental values and ideals have been neglected and ignored far too
often.

Right now it is about autocracy versus democracy. Choose where you stand because European
values are in peril.

The full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental values within EU Member States can never
be in question. The spirit of compromise is indeed integral in politics. But the EU cannot ever
compromise on its values. They are core. There cannot be a halfway house for some Member
States.

Yet all Member States do have to do far more for the full enjoyment of rights by all citizens. We've
already heard today, for example, about the disability issues. We must be setting the standards
because we are supposed to be and, indeed, historically have been leaders in the field of human
rights. We cannot stand on the global moral high ground if we do not embody that vision
ourselves.

We must renew and intensify our efforts to build a better European Union, one that ensures
freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law for all our citizens. There is a big task to be
undertaken by all of us.
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3-246-0000
Thijs Reuten (S&D). — Mr President, dear colleagues, Commissioner, tomorrow this Parliament
will vote on the report just debated before on Hungary, stating that this country is not a
democracy any more.

That did not happen overnight. It’s the result of a years’ long process full of smaller, targeted
restrictions on fundamental rights. Autocrats have a plan to which we have to respond
immediately. We learned the hard way.

Orbdn also had a plan 12 years ago. Curbing fundamental rights plays a crucial role one way or
the other in every autocrat’s plan from the outset. Once they secure a position of power and
influence, the masks, if they still have them, fall and the freedom they claim for themselves is
denied to others. And this will not stop unless we stop them as liberal democracies together.

And yes, fundamental rights are under attack in Poland, in Hungary, but what about the dramatic
backsliding in media freedom and respect for human rights of migrants in Greece?

And let’s not forget that fundamental rights can also be in danger in Member States with healthy
rule of law. The appalling conditions for refugees in Ter Apel in the Netherlands, my country, are
unfortunately an example of that. And I thank the rapporteur and the shadow rapporteurs who
worked on this report and showed the true soul of Europe.

We should address and counteract every violation of every fundamental right. Missing the early
signals can be irreparable and unforgivable.

3-247-0000
Fabienne Keller (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, pour la deuxieme
fois cher Didier Reynders, ce rapport présente notre attachement a la protection des valeurs de
'Union européenne et aussi, Monsieur le Commissaire, tous les progres qu'il nous reste a faire afin
d’assurer que I'Union soit un espace ot s'applique I'état de droit, ot les droits des femmes, des
minorités, des LGBT sont protégés et ot les libertés des citoyens s’appliquent a tous.

Sur le plan des droits fondamentaux, rien n’est jamais acquis. Or, cet état des lieux factuel,
documenté, l'extréme droite ne I'assume pas. Elle le rejette méme lorsque le rapporteur, M. Fest
d’ailleurs, qui n’est plus présent, issu du groupe de I'extréme droite, décide de retirer son nom. Je
voudrais remercier Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar et 'ensemble des rapporteurs fictifs pour leur
travail. Ils ont repris ce dossier en main, constatant que M. Fest n'assume pas le nombre de
violations graves qui sont 'ceuvre des régimes populistes et autoritaires que soutient son groupe.

Au contraire, dans mon groupe Renew, nous sommes convaincus que face aux grands défis
auxquels nous sommes confrontés —la crise de I'énergie, le changement climatique, la révolution
numérique —, nos valeurs communes et nos principes fondamentaux sont notre meilleur appui.

3-248-0000
Diana Riba i Giner (Verts/ALE). — Seflor presidente, sefior comisario, debemos admitir que la
salud de los derechos fundamentales en Europa no goza de su mejor momento: desde el corazén
de la Union hasta nuestras fronteras, los derechos fundamentales no estan garantizados, y esto es,
sin duda, una mala noticia para el proyecto europeo.

Este informe es, ademds, un toque de alerta sobre el impacto que la pandemia tuvo y atin tiene en
nuestras sociedades: hemos visto como aumentaban las desigualdades y se agravaban deficiencias
estructurales y tendencias regresivas en materia de derechos y libertades que ya existian en
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muchos paises, y, sin tiempo de recuperarnos, nos encontramos a las puertas de una nueva crisis
derivada de la guerra de Ucrania y la emergencia climatica y energética.

Desde aqui, la tnica institucién que representa a toda la ciudadania europea, quiero hacer un
llamamiento a los Estados miembros: pongan la dignidad y los derechos de las personas, sobre
todo las mas vulnerables, en el centro de su accién politica. Es ahora mds que nunca cuando
Europa tiene que demostrar que realmente es un espacio de derechos y libertades, como la
alabamos en nuestros discursos.

3-249-0000 )
PREDSEDA: MICHAL SIMECKA
podpredseda

3-250-0000
Marcel de Graaff (ID). - Voorzitter, de rechtsstaat in de EU is door en door verrot. Regeringen en
de Commissie vertrappen de mensenrechten. Mensen zijn opgesloten in hun eigen huis,
uitgesloten van sociaal verkeer en werk onder het mom van pandemiebestrijding. Onrechtmatige
maatregelen die bewezen niet hebben gewerkt.

De politie gebruikt de wapenstok, paarden en honden om demonstranten tot moes te slaan.
Regeringen gebruiken geld en dwang om critici van sociale media te trappen.

Burgers worden door regeringen beroofd van hun bezit, van hun huis, hun bedrijf, hun grond,
direct door onteigening of indirect via absurde heffingen, belastingen en accijnzen. Het recht op
bezit bestaat niet meer. Nu niet voor boeren, straks voor niemand.

De mensen worden beroofd van een menswaardig bestaan door het opjagen van voedsel- en
energieprijzen, door het heffen van crimineel hoge belastingen. Mensen worden beroofd van een
woning, van een dak boven hun hoofd, door voorrang te geven aan migranten die bij
honderdduizenden binnenstromen en die onmiddellijk recht hebben op een toelage en een
woning.

De democratie ligt in het graf van de corrupte kongsi der grote politicke partijen en
multinationals. Ze spelen elkaar het geld toe en de baantjes. Binnenkort verdwijnt contant geld
ook en dan is de totale controle over het volk een feit en alle vrijheid is dan verdwenen. Dit heet
fascisme, dit heet totalitaire staat en dit heet dictatuur. Het volk moet de ogen openen en
afrekenen met zijn vijanden.

3-251-0000
Beata Kempa (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Panie Komisarzu! Ten raport, niestety, to jest od
lat niezmiennie lista zalu, pdlprawd. Jest on calkowicie niepelny. Jest sformulowany przez
lewicowa wigkszos¢ w Parlamencie Europejskim. Sprytnie nazywany jest stanem praw
podstawowych w Unii Europejskiej. To kolejny dokument majacy uzasadni¢ miliardy euro
wydane w Unii Europejskiej na promocj¢ praw mniejszosci seksualnych, ideologii gender, aborcje.
W samym dokumencie Swiety Graal europejskiej lewicy, czyli prawa LGBT, pojawiaja si¢ 46 razy,
a poparcie dla aborcji — 24 razy. A dlaczego w tym sprawozdaniu nie ma takich tematéw jak
definicja malzenstwa, kwestia prawa do Zycia? Unia Europejska nie ma zadnych traktatowych
kompetencji. Za to skrzetnie ukryto problem z rosngcym antysemityzmem w Niemczech, Francji
czy Holandii, najwyzszy od 30 lat. Nie znaleziono stow potepienia dla coraz liczniejszych
tizycznych atakéw dokonywanych na wspdlnoty chrzescijariskie oraz na chrzescijanskie obiekty
kultu w Europie. Tylko w 2021 r. dokonano 857 atakéw na wiernych i koScioly we Francji. Aby je
potepié, w tej Izbie zabraklo odwagi. Nie znaleziono réwniez miejsca, zeby opisal problemy z
wolnoscia stowa i wolnoscig do wyrazania pogladéw w takich panstwach jak Holandia. Zatem
raport ten uwazam po prostu za niepetny.
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3-252-0000
Laura Ferrara (NI). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, pratiche e politiche lesive dei diritti
fondamentali hanno assunto diverse forme negli ultimi due anni in Europa: gli attacchi ai diritti
delle donne, delle minoranze LGBTQ, dei rifugiati, alla liberta dei media e allindipendenza del
potere giudiziario rimangono persistenti in alcuni Stati membri.

Nuove minacce ai diritti umani e alla democrazia si manifestano online e con I'uso improprio della
tecnologia di sorveglianza. La pandemia, poi, ha avuto un notevole impatto sui diritti relativi a
istruzione, lavoro e salute; ha esacerbato diseguaglianze, violenza di genere, incitamento all'odio,
disinformazione e discriminazioni che hanno colpito, come sempre, individui e gruppi piu
vulnerabili.

Se in alcuni Paesi sono considerate sistemiche le violazioni dello Stato di diritto, il loro contrasto
risulta difficoltoso nonostante si invochi frequentemente lapplicazione di meccanismi di
monitoraggio a fini di prevenzione, gli strumenti previsti dal diritto europeo, compreso il
regolamento sulla condizionalita.

E su questo piano che bisogna rinnovare ogni sforzo e azione per porre un argine al
deterioramento dei diritti e delle liberta fondamentali.

3-253-0000
Nathalie Colin-Oesterlé (PPE). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers
collegues, on le sait, la pandémie a eu des répercussions économiques et sociales tres importantes,
mais elle a également privé certains citoyens de leurs droits fondamentaux. Je pense en particulier
aux femmes et aux enfants, pour qui 'acces a certains services médicaux, éducatifs ou judiciaires a
été beaucoup plus difficile qu'a I'habitude, voire impossible. Les confinements successifs ont
accentué la violence, notamment domestique, a 'égard des femmes: obligées de cohabiter avec
leurs bourreaux, nombre de femmes victimes n’ont pu ni avoir acces a des mécanismes de
signalement efficaces, ni bénéficier d'une protection et d'un accompagnement adaptés.

En ce qui concerne les enfants, 'Unicef tire également la sonnette d’alarme: les fermetures
prolongées de nombreuses écoles, des espaces culturels, d’activités périscolaires et d’activités
sportives auront des conséquences durables sur leur développement. Nous le voyons déja avec une
augmentation des cas de décrochage scolaire ou encore deux fois plus de cas de dépression chez
les jeunes. A cet égard, je me réjouis de l'initiative annoncée ce matin par Ursula von der Leyen en
matiére de santé mentale, c’est une priorité.

Un temps beaucoup plus important qu’a I'habitude passé sur Internet pendant cette période a
également entrainé une multiplication des cas de violence en ligne. En Europe, les abus sexuels en
ligne sur les enfants ont augmenté de 50 % durant la pandémie. Alors la Commission a présenté il
y a quelques mois deux textes visant a lutter contre ces actes ignobles. L'un concernant les femmes
victimes de violences et 'autre concernant les abus sexuels sur les enfants. Le Parlement va
travailler sur ces textes 1égislatifs avec trois volets: le volet prévention, le volet protection et le volet
répression. Il nous faudra étre particulicrement fermes vis-a-vis des auteurs de ces actes et la
réponse, pénale notamment, doit étre a la hauteur des attentes des victimes. Peu importe les
situations de crise ou non, nos droits fondamentaux, le droit d’étre protégés de la violence, de la
maltraitance et de toutes formes d’abus doivent étre défendus avec la plus grande fermeté et
répondre aux attentes des personnes, notamment les plus vulnérables.

3-254-0000
Evin Incir (S&D). — Herr talman! Det gar snabbt nerfor nir extremister vixer sig starkare och
annu snabbare ndr de nosar pd makten. Da rads de inte langre att visa sina riktiga farger: kvinnors
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rittigheter, hbtqi-rattigheter, minoriteters rattigheter, fria och oberoende rittsviasenden och
mediefriheten 4r ndgra av de manga saker som ryker.

Efter sondagens val lutar det nu i mitt land, Sverige, dt ett mandats Overvikt for en
hogerkonservativ/liberal och hogerextrem regering. Representanter for det hogerextrema
Sverigedemokraterna, som bade har nazistiska rétter och dn i dag bar pa nazistiska bruna rander,
har redan steppat upp sina attacker mot fria och oberoende medier och journalister.

Nuvarande andra vice talmannen for Sveriges riksdag, tillhorande Sverigedemokraterna, och deras
stabschef har bada under de senaste dagarna hotat med att public service minsann ska anmalas
och s kallat reformeras, och att de nu ar beredda att "knuffa journalister” och “kora en
journalistrugby”. Med andra ord: hoppar man inte efter deras pipa sd forsvinner man. Uttalandena
vittnar om ett forakt for fria, oberoende medier och journalister, som ar grundbulten i en
demokerati.

Ungern, Polen, Italien, Tyskland och mitt vackra Sverige dr ndgra av de linder som drabbats av
extremismens pandemi, som vi mdste bekimpa med full kraft. Jag skims dock over att partier som
pastdr sig std upp for demokrati och manskliga rattigheter normaliserar dessa partier och deras
asikter endast for maktens skull. I Sverige har bade EPP-partierna, M och KD, och Liberalerna blivit
extremisternas nyttiga idioter genom att aktivt samarbeta med dem.

Betdnkandet i dag dr enormt viktigt. Det dr dags att agera for var demokrati, for var frihet.

3-255-0000
Maite Pagazaurtundda (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, le traigo un problema y
una solucion. La Carta de los Derechos Fundamentales de la Unién Europea solo puede invocarse
cuando los derechos que se vulneran son en aplicacion del Derecho de la Unién, y no cuando esas
situaciones de vulneracion se producen en tantas situaciones de la vida real. Esto, de hecho, lleva a
una desproteccion sistematica y silenciosa de ciudadanos en Estados miembros en los que, por
diferentes razones, el acceso a la Justicia se restringe y los ciudadanos no los pueden hacer valer
sus derechos ante los propios tribunales, aunque sean derechos reconocidos en la Carta.

Estamos ante qué es ser ciudadano, si las competencias deben ser actualizadas o no; pasa, como
usted sabe, también en Espafia donde las instituciones regionales llaman a la desobediencia y al
desacato de sentencias.

Pero la Conferencia sobre el Futuro de Europa incluyé en sus conclusiones la propuesta de
universalizar la Carta de los Derechos Fundamentales de la Unién Europea para dar soluciones
cuando esto ocurra: la llave estd puesta, solo falta girarla y cruzar ese umbral. Le traigo un
problema, le traigo una solucion posible, sefior Reynders.

3-256-0000

Patricia Chagnon (ID). — Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, c'est la premiere fois que je
m’exprime dans I'hémicycle du Parlement européen, ici a Strasbourg, et je salue tous mes
collegues. Je suis née néerlandaise et j'ai fait le choix de la France. Un choix conscient et volontaire,
un choix exclusif et définitif. Vous le comprenez, dans mon parcours, je suis intrinséquement
européenne, de toute logique.

Si jécoutais le discours ambiant, je devrais adhérer a 'Union européenne, a la construction
européenne. Or, telle que vous la concevez, votre organisation européenne se présente, me
semble-t-il, avec une agressivité inutile, une idéologique glagante et une méconnaissance, voire un
mépris des décisions démocratiques. Ce qui me peine, c’est que la belle idée européenne a laquelle
je crois, vous la ruinez en faisant de I'Union européenne une entreprise de destruction des nations.
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Pour quelqu'un comme moi, qui connait les nations du Nord comme les nations du Sud, c’est la
négation méme de I'Europe.

L’Europe est fille d’Athenes et de Rome. Elle est riche de sa diversité, de ses peuples, de ses cultures,
de ses langues, de ses traditions, de son savoir-vivre. Mais avant tout, I'Europe est la fille de la
liberté et la mere de la démocratie. Cest pourquoi, Mesdames et Messieurs les Commissaires, chers
collegues, vous ne me trouvez pas a vos cotés, mais au sein d’'un groupe qui défend la seule et vraie
idée de 'Europe, cette Europe qui coule dans nos veines et que nous devons transmettre a nos
enfants.

3-257-0000
Margarita de la Pisa Carrion (ECR). — Sefior presidente, sefiorias, hablamos de derechos
fundamentales, pero este informe los ataca: niega el derecho mds elemental, el derecho a la vida,
con una promocion obsesiva del drama del aborto; falta al respeto a la dignidad de las personas;
crea desigualdades y division a través de la colectivizacion, la victimizacion y la promocién de
ideologias como la de género.

En 2020y 2021, algunos Gobiernos han tomado medidas que jamas nos hubiéramos imaginado,
y merecen una reflexién profunda sobre cudl ha sido la situacién de los derechos fundamentales
durante la pandemia. Parece que no importa el atropello a las libertades con confinamientos
incoherentes: el Tribunal Constitucional espafiol ha declarado inconstitucionales dos estados de
alarma, pero se prefiere atacar a Polonia y a Hungria de forma sesgada. Tampoco importan los
ancianos recluidos en residencias, ni el personal sanitario expuesto en su labor sin la necesaria
proteccion, ni la imposicion de facto de la vacunacién, ni la diferencia de trato sobre la base de la
posesion de un certificado, ni la censura de la libre expresion...

Se ha utilizado esta ocasion para hacer activismo politico y colaborar asi con la cada vez mds
frecuente vulneracion de los derechos fundamentales en la Unién Europea.

3-258-0000
Anne-Sophie Pelletier (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, droits fondamentaux, sur les murs de
I'état de I'Union, j'écris vos noms. La crise que nous avons traversée en 2020 et 2021, et que nous
traversons encore, a mis les droits fondamentaux en mort clinique. Mais ne dit-on pas que la
moindre injustice, ou qu'elle soit commise, menace finalement I'édifice tout entier?

Les inégalités sont exacerbées, les discriminations systémiques. Et elles ont montré I'échec de
I'Europe dans ses politiques, comme celle du handicap par exemple, ou accessibilité, autonomie,
citoyenneté apparaissent dans nos textes, mais rarement dans le quotidien. L’échec de I'Europe
aussi, dans ses politiques d’asile et de migration, ou notre devoir d’humanité est sacrifié sur les
remparts-forteresses

Par contre, victoire de I'Europe du marché, préférée a nos ainés en Ehpad et ailleurs, maltraités,
comme le scandale Orpéa, groupe européen, et d’autres avant lui l'ont démontré. La liste est
longue et non exhaustive. Aujourd’hui, c’est a nous de rebattre les cartes. Cest a nous de repenser
nos politiques européennes pour le bien commun, pour les citoyens. Parce que priver les gens de
leurs droits fondamentaux revient a contester leur humanité.

3-259-0000
Mislav Kolakusi¢ (NI). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, postovane kolege, dragi gradani, Europska
unija i Europa desetlje¢ima su gotovo stoljece bile centar demokracije i postivanja ljudskih prava.
Cijeli svijet nam je zavidio. Sve do ozujka 2020. godine, kada je netko, mi ne znamo tko je to jer
mi zastupnici nikada nismo odlucivali o tome, odlucio da se zbog pandemije COVID-a 19 zatvore
vrata Europskog parlamenta.



14-09-2022 141

Tada sam jasno na sjednici rekao da ¢e to dovesti do zatvaranja cijelog gospodarstva i da ce
ekonomija i postovanje ljudskih prava kakva smo do tada poznavali nestati. Nazalost, to se i
dogodilo. Uslijedile su dvije godine teske cenzure, zabrane rada, onemogucavanja kretanja, prava
na $kolovanje, prava na ostvarenje zdravstvene skrbi.

Sve je to oti$lo u povijest. Nadam se da ¢emo sada tome stati na kraj i da nikad viSe neCemo
ponoviti tu pogresku.

3-260-0000

Maria Walsh (PPE). — Mr President, it's time — this is the theme of this year’s EuroPride to be held
in Serbia this weekend. The Serbian authorities have banned the march, citing security concerns.
After three years of planning and coordination, they backtracked on LGBTI+ representation.
Heartbreaking, but entirely too familiar to us in this House.

We have our own leaders here in the EU backtracking on the work done, actively writing
discrimination into national laws on women'’s rights, on LGBTI rights. Deliberate strategies aimed
at weakening our fundamental rights. It is our duty and responsibility to stand strong with our
citizens. It is also our duty and responsibility to ensure that the fundamental rights of all our
citizens are protected.

Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez shared it best. It's not up to us to love parts of people. We love all
people, and we are all equal in the eyes of the law. It’s time we take the opportunity to reflect on
the lessons learned in reports like this and push to truly protect all our citizens. While this report
outlines how we are taking steps in the right direction, we have not done enough to protect our
minority communities today.

It's time our leaders fully defend our European values and equality and promote our European
identity. I'll be at EuroPride, together with colleagues from across this political House. We will
march. We will stand for fundamental human rights. Colleagues, it’s time.

3-261-0000
Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospod predsednik! Evropska unija je bila ustanovljena zaradi miru ter
da bi zascitila svobodo, demokracijo in vladavino prava, katere klju¢ni del so tudi svobodni,
neodvisni mediji.

Zelo mi je 7al, da vas moram, spostovani, opozoriti na zaskrbljujoce in nevzdrine razmere na
Radioteleviziji Slovenija. Po dveh letih vladavine Janeza JanSe, in ko je ta napovedal vojno
medijem, bridko bitko po Slovenski tiskovni agenciji sedaj bije tudi RTV. Politicnemu vodstvu
oziroma politicnemu prevzemu vodstva je najprej sledila blokada nujnih zakonodajnih
sprememb. Sedaj pa pred o¢mi gledalcev poteka Se razgradnja institucije same, in sicer z
ukinjanjem oddaj o omejevanju novinarske svobode in uredniske avtonomije ter groZnjami s
sankcijami s strani vodstva. To, kar se dogaja na RTV, spostovani, je politizacija in umiranje na
obroke.

Zato vas pozivam, $e posebej pozivam Komisijo, k takoj$njemu in odlo¢nemu ukrepanju, preden
bo prepozno.

3-262-0000
Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew). — Herr talman! Tack for ett vildigt bra betinkande, trots en valdigt
stokig borjan, pa grund av tokhogern dir borta som forsokte hindra arbetet.

Forutom den systematiska nedmonteringen av rattigheterna i var union pa flera héll, har flera
regeringspartier anvint sig av dessa kristider for att minska europeiska medborgares rattigheter
och friheter.
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I manga fall har regeringarna anvént sig av siakerhetsargumentet for att 6ka bevakningen av véra
medborgare och dnnu mer inskrinka den personliga integriteten och begriansa mojligheterna for
redan marginaliserade gruppers, sdsom hbtgi-personer. Personer med funktionsnedsittning har
blivit bortprioriterade i vardkoerna, som om deras liv inte var lika mycket virda. Kvinnors
autonoma ritt till sin egen kropp har begransats, och var livmoder har blivit politisk propaganda
for tokhogern. Rasismen frodas och kvinnor i EU blir slagna och mordade av en man i sina egna
hem. De kontrolleras och de begrinsas.

Vi maste gora bittre. Vi maste gora mer. Det har duger helt enkelt inte i virldens enda union av
demokeratier.

3-263-0000
Jean-Lin Lacapelle (ID). — Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, chaque année, ce rapport sur
létat de droit saffirme davantage comme un fouillis indigeste, erroné, illégitime et surtout
dégottant d’'une partialité flagrante et d’un parti pris idéologique nauséabond. Derriere de belles
paroles, il ne parle en réalité que de la promotion LGBT, de subversion du mode de vie traditionnel
et de haine idéologique contre la Pologne et la Hongrie, pourtant soutenues par leurs peuples. Par
contraste, quand le systéme soviétique, le communisme et ses 100 millions de morts, a opprimé
les Polonais et les Hongrois pendant des décennies, on n’entendait quasiment rien de la part des
peres dont vous vous réclamez. Votre hypocrisie est d’autant plus criante qu’il y a eu en 2020 et
2021 une atteinte majeure aux droits fondamentaux: avec la pandémie, des dizaines de millions
d’Européens, sous le régime d’état d’'urgence, ont été enfermés chez eux, pistés informatiquement,
privés de la liberté de circuler ou de manifester, contrdlés par la police dans tous les actes de leur
vie, forcés de subir des actes médicaux. Ce rapport n’en dit pas un mot. Car, au fond, les droits
fondamentaux, I'Union européenne s’en fiche. Pour elle, ils ne sont qu'une arme idéologique a
invoquer quand elle en a besoin, a ignorer dans le cas contraire. Le réveil des peuples, aujourd’hui
en France, hier en Suéde, demain en Italie, vous en punira, j'en suis convaincu.

3-264-0000
Dorien Rookmaker (ECR). — Voorzitter, commissaris, misbruik maken van macht, dat baart mij
zorgen. Ik maak me zorgen over de naleving van de mensenrechten, maar ik maak me ook zorgen
over het politieke misbruik dat voor mensenrechten wordt gemaakt.

Dit verslag over grondrechten in de EU holt het beginsel uit, omdat dit verslag politiek is en over
véél meer gaat dan grondrechten. Het is een pamflet, met onbewezen beweringen en
verdachtmakerij. Het is een verslag de EU onwaardig.

De Universele Verklaring van de Rechten van de Mens is de basis van het internationaal systeem
voor de bescherming van mensen én grondrechten in de EU. Door onderscheid te maken tussen
bepaalde subgroepen, zoals lhbtq en Roma, verzwakken we het beginsel van non-discriminatie.
Door algemene misstanden op te nemen over de ellende die mensen elkaar aandoen, verwateren
we het fundament.

Een verslag over grondrechten zou politicke grenzen en politiek gezag moeten overstijgen en
regeringen wijzen op de plicht de grondrechten van alle personen te respecteren. Het moet
feitelijk, volledig en juist zijn, en dat is dit verslag helaas niet.

3-265-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, sunt onorat s ma adresez de la
aceastd tribund a democratiei pentru a trage un semnal de alarmi cu privire la libertatea mass-
media in Europa.
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Desi reprezintd pilonul si garantia unei democratii functionale, prea multi jurnalisti sunt in
continuare hartuiti, sunt amenintati inclusiv de politicieni si de personalitdti publice, iar ingerinta
politicd in mass-media este o practicd care pare deja o normd, inclusiv in tara mea, lucru absolut
regretabil, iar acest amestec al politicului in independenta presei are consecinte teribile.

Societatile noastre sunt polarizate in mod radical. Adevdrul deserveste diferit fiecare parte politicd
interesatd, mai putin realitatea obiectiva insasi.

Dragi colegi, avem nevoie de mai multd sustinere europeand si nationald pentru jurnalism de
investigatie si de mdsuri obligatorii care sd 1i protejeze pe jurnalisti. Valorile, principiile si
drepturile noastre nu sunt un fapt dat pe care sd le ludm de-a gata. Trebuie sd fim vigilenti, sd
luptdm constant pentru a le apdra. Nu putem vorbi de un stat de drept si de democratie fard un
jurnalism liber.

3-266-0000
Pierre Karleskind (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, j'avais une
dizaine d’années quand, dans le début des années 90, j’ai vu s’effondrer, nous avons vu s’effondrer
un des derniers systemes totalitaires du XXl siecle. Nous sommes en 2022 et on lit dans votre
rapport: recul de I'état de droit, recul des droits des LGBT et des attitudes a leur égard, recul des
droits des femmes.

Au fond, je me dis que jai grandi a partir de mes dix ans avec I'idée que ¢a ne pouvait aller que vers
le mieux. Eh bien c’était une illusion. C’était une illusion et aujourd’hui, quand jentends certains
dans cet hémicycle parler d'idéologie parce que nous, nous sommes du coté de ceux qui défendent
le respect de I'état de droit, le respect des différences, le respect du droit des femmes, je les invite a
simplement aller voir ces femmes polonaises qui doivent avorter clandestinement ou aller ailleurs
qu’en Pologne pour le faire, a aller voir ces jeunes homosexuels en Pologne qui grandissent dans
des villages ou on leur dit qu'ils ne sont méme pas a leur place. Ou je les invite a aller voir ces
journalistes européens qui sont mis sur écoute grice au logiciel Pegasus par certains
gouvernements.

Alors, Monsieur le Commissaire, avec vous, avec la Commission européenne, ne baissons pas les
bras parce que si nous nous battons pour, je crois malheureusement que d’autres ici bataillent
aprement contre.

3-267-0000
Filip De Man (ID). - Voorzitter, collega’s, de inflatie galoppeert, energie wordt onbetaalbaar en de
economie dreigt in een zware crisis te belanden. En wat gaan we nu doen? Een zoveelste
extreemlinks verslag bespreken over de mensenrechten. Er zouden immers tal van minderheden
gediscrimineerd worden in Europa. Er heerst racisme. Er is veel politiegeweld. Romazigeuners en
moslims worden slecht behandeld. De genderideologie wordt niet overal aanbeden, enzovoort,
€Nnzovoort.

Deze ellenlange “ivorentorentekst” bevat 48 overwegingen en 99 aanbevelingen. Die heeft
duizenden manuren gekost en wordt natuurlijk gesteund door de linkerzijde — groenen,
communisten en socialisten — maar ook door christendemocraten en liberalen.
En ik vraag mij werkelijk af of hun kiezers daar nu een boodschap aan hebben.

3-268-0000
Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR). — Voorzitter, beste collega’s, mensenrechten zijn gebaseerd op
kernthema’s als “menselijke waardigheid” en “gelijke kansen”. Het gesprek erover wordt echter
steeds meer bepaald en versmald tot “ik, ik en ik”. Men zegt dan bijvoorbeeld: “Ik bepaal zelf of ik
een zwangerschap afbreek, en niemand, maar dan ook niemand mag mij in die vrijheid
beknotten.”
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Ondertussen dreigen we te vergeten dat we mensen zijn met een opdracht. Geschapen om te
zorgen voor de ander. Want ik vraag u: Wat is er waardig aan het beéindigen van ongeboren
leven? En waar ziet u de gelijke kansen als in het ene ziekenhuis gevochten wordt voor het leven
van een te vroeg geboren baby en in de kliniek een paar straten verderop een kindje wordt
geaborteerd?

Voorzitter, we zijn hard op weg het zelfbeschikkingsrecht boven alles te verheffen ten koste van
het meest kwetsbaren en dat is een eng, glibberig pad.

3-269-0000
Vystiipenia podla postupu prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky

3-270-0000
T'eopyrog Kuptoog (Renew). — Kipie mpoedpe, vopiCe ot to Yépa tov factkav Sikawpdtey naipvet
peyoAUTepn onupaocia pe TO MEPACHA TOU Xpovou, yia diagopoug Aoyouc. Ilpatov, eipaote oe
avunapadeon pe ™ Pooia kar og évav fadpo ka pe v Kiva. Enopgveg, €goupe umoxpéwon va
OTEAVOULLE TO HIVUNQ OTL TO TAEOVEKTNHA TNG dNHOKPATIKIG Kowwviag evioyUetal kat dev dafpaveta.
AeUtepov, eyoupie SUOKONEG dieupUvoEIG PTPOOTA fag Kat Tpémet va dwooupe To Kako mapadetypa: oty
Oukpavia, ota Avtika Bakkavia, ot Moldafia, ot Tewpyia. Tpitov, avupetoniCoupe npofAipata
mou Katd To TapeAdov dev avuipetoniCape. Na napaderypa, otnv ENAada ipacte mAéov ot yeipodtepot oe
0,TL agopa Ty mpoctaoia TG eAeudepiag Twv pEcwv eviuépwon. Eixape dohogovia dnpooctoypagou
oty omoia dev YUONKe Kavéva Qug Kat dev eEyvIAoTNKE, eVe EYoupe kat palikég mapakoloudnoelg, pe
pudpo 15.000 tov xpovo, kat TNV mapakoloudnor Tou apxnyou tev Zootahiotov. Enopgves, agou
dewprjon ot yivetar kahr doulewd ko ot eminedo Kowofouliou kat e eninedo Emitponris, Jékw va
TOVIOW OTL AUTA TOU GUBaIVOUV LG UTOXPEGVOUY Va TPOOTIADNGOUHE TEPLOOOTEPO.

3-271-0000
Ladislav II¢i¢ (ECR). — Postovani predsjedavajui, Europska unija pokazuje svoju vjerodostojnost
u obrani ljudskih prava i u odnosu prema tre¢im zemljama s kojima ima partnerske odnose poput
Azerbajdzana.

Azerbajdzan je 2020. godine pokrenuo rat na Nagorno Karabahu i nakon tesko uspostavljenog
mira ovih dana tesko krsi to primirje. Ovaj put su napali i samu Armeniju. Gadana je i civilna
infrastruktura, poginulo je 49 civila i vojnika. I jednako kao $to smo osudili i Rusiju, bez obzira $to
su mnoge europske zemlje ovisne o energentima iz Rusije, moramo osuditi i Azerbajdzan radi ove
agresije i agresivne politike ako Zelimo dosljedno zastupati ljudska prava.

Dakle, zapitajmo se $to viSe cijenimo: ljudski Zivot ili plin, bez obzira bio taj plin iz Rusije ili
Azerbajdzana?

3-272-0000

Mick Wallace (The Left). — Mr President, this is a good report, but will the Commission act on it?
Last week, over 60 Syrian and Lebanese migrants were left stranded in a sinking fishing boat in the
middle of the Mediterranean. We left them there for four days without help and four children on
board died as a result of our inaction.

This is barbaric, but it’s just fortress Europe doing what it’s set up to do. In fact, it’s exactly what
the Members of this Parliament voted for back in 2019. Over 3 200 people were reported dead or
missing in the Mediterranean last year — over 3 200! And that’s not to mention those who fell
victim to illegal pushbacks at the Greek-Turkish border or the 37 refugees killed by Spanish and
Moroccan border guards at Melilla this spring or the innocent migrants detained in Greece,
charged with people smuggling.
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We sit here in our cosy European fortress; migrants die at our borders. And people in here keep
talking about European values — what values I'd like to know?

3-273-0000

Tatjana Zdanoka (NI). — Mr President, as usual, when speaking about the situation on
fundamental rights in the EU, we avoid to name concrete Member States — it’s the difference with a
similar report on non-EU.

I'l try to fill in a bit the gap but not with the example of Hungary. When we are concerned about
the schooling of children from minority backgrounds, we have to mention three Baltic States,
especially my country, in Latvia, erasing all minority languages from the schooling system and
public sphere.

When we speak about politically motivated arrests, we have to mention three Baltic States again.
In what concerns the fight against certain forms of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal
law in order to combat pre-existing Afrophobia, anti-Gypsyism, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia,
we certainly have to add Russophobia. The president of Latvia has recently declared that the part
of our citizens, mostly Russians, must be isolated by reason of their opinions and beliefs. Mr
Reynders, is that not a hate speech to be punished, as you promised?

3-274-0000
(Ukoncenie vystiipeni podla postupu prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky)

3-275-0000
Didier Reynders, membre de la Commission. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Ministre,
Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, je vous remercie pour cet échange et j'espére surtout que nous
aurons l'occasion de poursuivre ces discussions de maniere réguliere, parce qu'il est important que
l'on puisse continuer a analyser la situation des droits fondamentaux dans 'Union européenne.
Toutes les discriminations doivent étre combattues et puisque cela a été évoqué a plusieurs
reprises, je voudrais rappeler que pour les personnes handicapées, nous avons adopté une stratégie
2021-2030 pour garantir leur inclusion économique et sociale.

Comme vous le soulignez dans le rapport, quand il s’agit de droits fondamentaux, de démocratie
et de I'état de droit, les Etats membres sont en premiére ligne. C'est en effet souvent au niveau
national, voire local, que se pose la question de la mise en ceuvre efficace des droits fondamentaux.
Nous souhaitons continuer et développer le financement de projets concrets au niveau local. J'ai
évoqué le programme CERV, pour lequel je vous remercie encore de votre soutien. Mais ce
programme peut étre tourné de plus en plus vers des activités tres concretes au niveau local. La
Commission poursuivra sa coopération étroite avec les Etats membres sur base du rapport annuel
sur |'état de droit, du rapport annuel sur la charte et au sein des différents forums que nous avons
mis en place, notamment pour combattre le racisme, les crimes de haine ou la discrimination.

Jaimerais souligner également le role des parlements nationaux: ils sont au cceur de la démocratie.
La Commission intensifie depuis quelque temps ses échanges avec ces acteurs essentiels et jinvite
votre Parlement a renforcer également ses contacts avec les parlementaires nationaux, notamment
sur la base des instruments que j’ai mentionnés, comme le rapport annuel sur I'état de droit. Le
débat au niveau national est essentiel pour promouvoir la culture de 'état de droit et développer
cette démarche au sein de I'ensemble de I'Union.

Je souhaiterais conclure en vous remerciant a nouveau pour votre action en vue de promouvoir
une culture des droits fondamentaux, de la démocratie et de I'état de droit dans I'ensemble de
'Union.
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3-276-0000
Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar, ponente. — Sefior presidente, comisario Reynders, para concluir
este debate solo puedo agradecer la intensidad y, desde luego, la extension de este intercambio de
puntos de vista al que acabamos de asistir. Y lo tinico que puedo afiadir es que no existe, como he
escuchado, ninguna contradiccion entre la universalidad de los derechos fundamentales y el
acento que hemos puesto en la proteccion de la igualdad y la prohibicién de la discriminacién de
determinadas categorias de personas.

Porque este es un problema muy vivo, lamentablemente, en la Unién Europea, y crece. Por tanto,
la Unién Europea en su Carta de los Derechos Fundamentales de la Union Europea, protege, si, a
los europeos, pero no solo a los europeos: protege a todas las personas en la aplicacion del
Derecho de la Unién, lo que quiere decir que, ademds de proteger a los europeos que puedan ser
discriminados en razén de su pertenencia a una minoria étnica o cultural, o por su situacion de
discapacidad o su orientacion sexual, protege también a los extranjeros en la Unién Europea.

Lo digo de forma muy intencionada porque asistimos a un crecimiento de esa opcién de extrema
derecha populista o nacionalista excluyente que es, por definicion, antieuropea en la medida en
que pretende discriminar negativamente a categorias enteras de personas, también a los
extranjeros o a los inmigrantes, y, por tanto, frente a esa emergencia de opciones de extrema
derecha, con un discurso que pretende que los inmigrantes son una amenaza contra la seguridad o
contra la identidad de la Unién Europea, hace falta una Comisién valiente, sefior comisario
Reynders.

Una Comision que, en el préximo pacto sobre migracion, asilo y refugio, sea capaz de afirmar ese
equilibrio que tenemos que trabar, no solamente entre solidaridad y responsabilidad compartida,
sino también con el respeto que merecen todas las personas en el territorio de la Unién Europea en
la aplicacion del Derecho de la Unién, sean europeos o no; por tanto, también a los extranjeros y a
los migrantes.

3-277-0000
Predsedajiici. — Rozprava sa skoncila. Hlasovanie sa uskuto¢ni vo $tvrtok 15. septembra 2022.

Pisomné vyhldsenia (cldnok 171)

3-277-2500
Asgutépnc Xpiotogopou (PPE), yparrtwe. — Ot avagopéc kat oL €PpEUVES yia Tr KATAOTAON TGV
Yepehiodov dikaopdtev oy EE yia v mepiodo 2020-2021 eivar moMéc. Ta otoryeia mou
TPOKUTITOUV €Vl  AMOVAPPUVTIKA  £0G  AVI|OUXNTIKA, KaJOG Tapatnpouvtar mOANG  @avopeva
KATAMATIONG ATOMIKGVY KAl KOWGVIKGV dkatopdtev. Kadnuepva fibvoupe Toug meplopiopovs ota
drkarvpata Twv yuvakav, dtakpiceic ot dnpoota Lor kat v ekevdepia g kgpaong. Iapatnpeitat
eniong mA\ndopa mepiotatikav flag, kadog kar anokAelopog atopev pe avamnpic. Aéloloyo Ta
PAVOLLEVE AUTA WG AKPLG coPapd yia Tty opalr Aertoupyia tev kpatav e Eupenaikns Evaone. Oé\o
va TOVIOW OTL 1] 101] HETOYEIPION Kol 1] anayOopeuct] Tov Olakpioewv eivar DepeNOdels apyeg mou
ouppadiCouv pe tig afieg e EE. O oefaopog oto kpatog dikaiou kat 1 mpo@dnor) Tou ot O\a ta enineda
etvan faotkog oToX0G, apol Ja amoteAéoel To KAedl yia TV avVTIHETOMLON TETOIOV QavopEvVeY. [TioTelo
akpadavta meg ta kpatn péAn, oto mhaioto twv dafoulevoewv e EE, mpémet va Aafouv apeca kat
OUGLAOTIKA LETPA YL THV AVTIHETOTILOT) TOUG.

3-277-5000
Kinga Gal (NI), irdsban. — Az Eurépai Uni6 az emberi jogok és a polgdrok mindennapi
biztonsaganak érvényesiilése szempontjab6l ma egyediilallo sziget a vildgban. A jelentéseknek ezt
a tényleges helyzetet kellene figyelembe vennie a propaganda-hadjaratok és a szélsGséges politikai
ideologiak helyett. Ezért is kar, hogy a jelentés a tényleges helyzet érdemi vizsgalatat mellGzve
torzitott képet ad az alapvetd jogok helyzetérél az Unié orszagaiban. Sajndlatos, hogy az emberi
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jogokrol sz6l6 vitak politikai ideologidk vitdivd valtak, az emberi jogok értelmezése sok esetben
baloldali eszmék terjesztésének eszkozévé valt az Eurdpai Unidban. Erre példa a magyar
gyermekvédelmi torvény is, amelyet ideoldgiai elGitéletek miatt értek igaztalan tamaddsok.

Az Eurdpai Uniorél szolo szerz8dés hatdrozottan kimondja a nemzeti identitds védelmét. Ez a
tagallamok alkotmanyos struktardinak és értékeinek védelmét is jelenti. A tagallamok jogosultak
identitdsukkal és értékvilagukkal osszhangban biztositani a polgdrok alkotmdnyos védelmét.
Eppen ezért elfogadhatatlan, hogy a baloldali ideolégiai hadjdratok miatt Gjfent Magyarorszag és
Lengyelorszag lett a két megbélyegzett tagallam a tényleges helyzetrdl alkotott realis kép
felvazolasa nélkill. Egy madsik sajndlatos tendencia a nemzeti és nyelvi kisebbségek védelmének,
ezaltal sok milli6 eurdpai polgar jogai biztositdsanak figyelmen kiviil hagydsa az alapvet jogokrol
sz010 jelentés szempontrendszerében.

13. ZloZenie vyborov a delegacii

3-279-0000
Predsedajici. — Este nez prejdeme k dalsiemu bodu. Je tu ozndmenie.

Skupina ECR informovala predsednicku Parlamentu o svojom rozhodnuti tykajicom sa zmeny vo
vymenovaniach delegdcii. Toto rozhodnutie sa uvedie vzdpisnici z dnesného rokovania a
nadobudne ac¢innost ditom tohto ozndmenia.

14. Nezakonné zadrziavanie vodcu opozicie v Bulharsku
(tematicka rozprava)

3-281-0000
Predsedajdci. — Dalsim bodom programu je tematickd rozprava (¢clénok 162 rokovacieho
poriadku) o nezdkonnom zadrziavani vodcu opozicie v Bulharsku (2022/2832(RSP)).

Pri tejto rozprave sa nebude uplatiiovat postup prihldsenia sa o slovo zdvihnutim ruky a nebuda
akceptované Ziadne blue cards. Ako prvy v rozprave vystiipi pan Manfred Weber.

3-282-0000
Manfred Weber, author. — Mr President, on the night of 17 March 2022, Boyko Borisov, the
leader of the Bulgarian opposition party GERB, a member of the EPP family, was detained for a
whole day by the Bulgarian police. Without a former judge, without a prosecutor involved and
without any legal basis. You have to name this act for what it really was: it was an illegal breach of
the fundamental principle of the rule of law in Bulgaria and in the European Union. It was an
arbitrary order from the Interior Minister, a member of the government, who arrested the
opposition leader, and he even invited himself the media to witness the arrest as a propaganda
action. They know the facts.

We are worried about the rule of law situation in Bulgaria. These very serious concerns are based
on objective and thorough legal assessments. Two courts condemned the government action, the
last one just three weeks ago. Both courts ruled that the detention was illegal. We strongly
condemn this unlawful act. And I have to say, we stand behind Boyko Borisov. His illegal arresting
violates our fundamental democratic standards and cannot be tolerated, not in Bulgaria and in any
EU Member State.

And despite this clear violation of the rule of law, the left in this House, and that is obvious also
now when I look into the ranks of this House, is silent and refuses to debate. And let me be clear.
You know... Where is Sophie in 't Veld? Where is she? You have so much action every time and
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I'm ready to answer all questions. But where is Sophie in 't Veld? Where are the left? Where are the
Greens? Where are all these people who are everyday insisting rightfully to respect the rule of law?

And we speak again about the judgment of two court cases, the outcome of two independent
court cases. That is the reality in Bulgaria. As the EPP Group, we are fighting for an EU where every
citizen enjoys these fundamental rights and where the rule of law is fully respected. That is our EPP
thinking. This is not negotiable for us and we are fighting for the rule of law in Europe. Today
more than ever, the EPP, not the Socialists and others, is the rule of law party of Europe. I refer to
Poland, where Donald Tusk is in the lead to fight against rule of law breaches from the PiS
government. Romania, in the border for example, when we defended our border towards the
Belarusian attacks, it was the EPP government in Lithuania and Latvia who opened all Frontex
officers and the media, the access to the border, not Poland. So we are doing our best to respect
the rule of law all over Europe. We carry the flag of democracy, independent judiciary, freedom
and rule of law in our hands, and we fight for the rule of law by true actions.

After the detention of Boyko Borisov, we sent an urgent fact-finding mission to Sofia. My dear
colleagues Monika Hohlmeier and Jeroen Lenaers met with Boyko Borisov and the involved
parties, including the Bulgarian Prime Minister Kiril Petkov, the Minister of the Interior and the
Prosecutor-General. The recommendation was clear. We call for appropriate measures to
guarantee the respect of democratic values and the rule of law in Bulgaria. This illegal act cannot
remain unanswered. When it comes to democracy in Europe, you can’t have a blind eye on
Bulgaria. We need the rule of law also there.

3-283-0000
Mikuld§ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members,
Commissioner, let me start by stressing once more that the rule of law plays a crucial role in our
democracy. The rule of law is the guarantor of our most basic rights and freedoms. This is even
more essential in the wake of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. It is also clear that the
rule of law is a precondition for the proper functioning of the Union, which is based on mutual
trust, legal certainty and equality for all in the application of our common rules.

Our presidency sees the rule of law as a priority. We are committed to continuing the more
structured approach followed since 2020 in the framework of the Council’s annual dialogue on
the rule of law.

On the 20th of this month at the General Affairs Council, we will have a horizontal discussion
focusing on the main trends in the area of the rule of law in the Union. A fifth country-specific
discussion devoted to Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia and Sweden will then take place in
November. I believe that the exchanges conducted in this format allow us to have a real political
discussion in a positive and constructive atmosphere of the rule of law challenges faced by
Member States.

This Council dialogue facilitates the sharing not only of good practices, but also of critical
remarks. Both should guide our actions in the most delicate aspects of the rule of law. In this way,
we intend to continue to reinforce the instruments that aim to strengthen and promote the rule of
law.

The Commission’s annual rule of law report is a very good basis for the Council’s dialogue on
these issues, and it contains several recommendations for Member States to pursue their reforms
or to encourage improvements in the area of the rule of law.
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3-284-0000
Didier Reynders, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, Minister, honourable Members, the
EU Treaties set out the values and fundamental rights on which our Union is founded, these
include the rule of law. Whereas the Commission is a guardian of the Treaties, it is not its role to
interfere in police investigations in the Member States. It is for the competent authorities to carry
out such investigations with full respect for the rights of the defendants.

In the specific case mentioned today, as we can see from the judgment of the administrative court,
this court found that there had been a violation of the law and offered a remedy — the annulment
of the detention order. Is that maybe the functioning of the rule of law?

For the rest, I would limit myself to recalling a few important points on the EU aquis regarding
procedural rights, as well as some more general consideration on the situation of the rule of law in
Bulgaria and our work with the Bulgarian authorities.

Honourable Members, the Commission attaches great importance to the respect for the
procedural rights of suspects and accused persons. Based on proposals by the Commission, the
European Union has since 2010 adopted six directives aiming at a high level of fair trial rights in
criminal proceedings.

These directives cover important procedural rights, including the right to interpretation and
translation, the right to information, the right of access to a lawyer, the right to legal aid, and the
strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of innocence. They also generally apply at the
pre-trial stages of the proceedings. Of course, it is for the national judicial authorities to address
individual allegations of irregularities and where relevant their investigation and appropriate
follow up.

I can only reassure you that it is the Commission’s priority to ensure that Member States fully and
correctly transpose directives in their national legal system, including Bulgaria. In this respect, the
Commission has opened two infringement proceedings against Bulgaria pursuant to Article 258
of the Treaty and continues to monitor the directive’s correct implementation in Bulgaria.

Second, allow me to recall the findings and recommendations of the 2020 rule of law report and
its country chapter dedicated to the situation in Bulgaria. The Commission is very grateful for the
excellent cooperation with Bulgaria when it comes to the rule of law. Moreover, the Commission
has welcomed the commitments taken under the recovery and resilience plan as far as the justice
system and the anti-corruption framework are concerned.

More concretely, as regards the justice system, the government has committed in the context of
the Bulgarian recovery and resilience plan to establish an effective mechanism for the
accountability and criminal liability of the Prosecutor General and his/her deputies, as well as a
judicial review of prosecutorial decisions not to open an investigation. This will address
long-standing concerns referred to in the rule of law reports and in the cooperation and
verification mechanisms.

Nevertheless, there are increasing concerns related to the functioning and composition of the
Supreme Judicial Council, while other concerns regarding the absence of regular competitions for
the promotion of magistrates, combined with an extensive use of secondments, risk affecting the
independence of magistrates.
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The report also notes that a legislative reform has abolished the specialised judicial authorities
while providing for the re-appointment of the relevant magistrates of ordinary courts and
prosecution offices with safeguards to protect judicial independence and procedural rights.

En nous basant sur les conclusions et l'analyse de ce rapport et des rapports précédents, nous
avons inclus trois recommandations relatives a la justice concernant la Bulgarie: veiller a ce que
des concours ordinaires de promotion soient organisés en temps utile afin d’éviter de pourvoir des
postes vacants au moyen de détachements de longue durée de juges, en tenant compte des normes
européennes sur le détachement des juges. Poursuivre les modifications législatives visant a
améliorer le fonctionnement de l'inspection du Conseil supérieur de la magistrature et a éviter le
risque d'influence politique, notamment en associant les organes judiciaires a la sélection de ses
membres. Prendre des mesures pour adapter la composition du Conseil supérieur de la
magistrature en tenant compte des normes européennes sur les conseils de la magistrature.

En ce qui concerne le cadre de la lutte contre la corruption, la Commission de lutte contre la
corruption a poursuivi ses activités avec des réformes envisagées visant a la restructurer afin
d’améliorer sa capacité a enquéter sur les affaires de corruption. Cependant, un bilan fiable en
matiére de condamnation définitive dans les affaires de corruption a haut niveau fait toujours
défaut. Nous avons également deux recommandations qui sont incluses dans le rapport pour
mieux lutter contre la corruption, poursuivre la mise en ceuvre de mesures visant a améliorer
lintégrité des secteurs spécifiques de l'administration publique, y compris des mesures
spécifiquement adaptées a la police et au pouvoir judiciaire, veiller a ce que les réformes
institutionnelles de la Commission de lutte contre la corruption et des autorités judiciaires
spécialisées conduisent a une efficacité accrue des enquétes et a un bilan solide de poursuites et de
décisions définitives dans les affaires de corruption a haut niveau.

Voila, Monsieur le Président, Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, ce que je souhaitais vous dire
concernant le traitement du dossier qui a été évoqué aujourd’hui, mais également l'attitude que
nous continuons a avoir dans la protection et la promotion de I'état de droit a travers les différents
instruments et recommandations que je viens d’évoquer.

3-286-0000
Jeroen Lenaers, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, six months ago
Bulgarian opposition leader and former Prime Minister Boyko Borisov was arrested, house
searched and detained for 24 hours — an opposition leader arrested upon the explicit request of
the ruling Prime Minister, Mr Petkov, without the involvement of a single judge or prosecutor or
any kind of due process.

It's a scandal. And it’s a scandal that it is now confirmed by the court in Sofia, which has ruled that
the arrest of the former prime minister was factually unfounded, incompatible with the purpose of
the law, and it did not meet the standards of lawfulness. In short, it was illegal.

The independent judiciary in Bulgaria has done its work where the government failed
spectacularly to uphold the rule of law and democracy. But it’s not only the Bulgarian
Government that has failed. Where were the self-proclaimed rule of law defendants in this House
in the past six months? Socialists, Liberals, Greens, the Left — nothing but silence. Which, let’s be
honest, is not exactly your default setting.

Is this your idea of the rule of law — that only the people you politically sympathise with are
worthy of its protection? The hypocrisy is truly staggering. Where was the Commission?
Commissioner Reynders, Commissioner Jourova were always so outspoken on the rule of law,
you have been hiding behind national competences and ongoing investigations in Bulgaria.
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And I've listened very carefully to your words, and I can’t help but wondering whether you're sure
you're at the right debate. I mean, look at the title: illegal detention of the opposition leader in
Bulgaria. And in the whole speech, you fail to even mention those words.

(Applause)
Thank you for proving the point about never being silent, Ms Daly.

The investigations you were hiding behind are concluded, and the result is crystal clear. The house
search and the detention were illegal. And are you serious telling us here today that the
Commission does not care about the illegal detention of an opposition leader in Europe? You
should be publicly condemning this and I'm asking you concretely to still do so when you come
back to this platform.

3-287-0000
IIseTenmua Ilenkosa, om umemo na zpynama S&D. — I'-H [lpencenaren, Korery, He caMO TPy CEIMMULINA
mpef MPeICPOYHNTE MaprnaMeHTapHu m3bopy B bwrmrapus oOchxmame apecrta Ha OMBLIVS Tpemuep
Bopucos. Ouenkara 3a fHeuHus nebat e eHO3HauHa - 3oynotpeba ot crpana Ha EHIT u TEPB ¢
apTopuTeTa M IIPaBOMOILIMATA Ha EBpomeiicKyusa mapriaMeHT, HENONYCTUM ONUT 3a BHYWIEHMS MU
BMEILIATENICTBA B IIOJIATNUYECKUTE NPOLIECH B €[IHA He3aBMCHMMA IbpP>KaBa WIeHKa I10 BpeMe Ha Npeny300pHa
KaMIaHus.

Ha 8 okromspu 2020 r. B cBost pesomounst EBpomneiickusT MapiaMeHT KPaCHOPEUMBO U KaTerOPUUHO
Ka3a VICTMHATA 32 IOPOYHMsI MOLIeN Ha yrpasiieHue Ha bopucos. C ToBa Oelue pa3BeHYaH M MOCTICTHUST
MMT 3a eBpoIleficka MOKpera Ha TorasalHoTo ynpasienue Ha [EPB, koeTo magHa ot BracT cemem Mecela
10 KbcHO. CMMBOII Ha OHOBA YIIpaB/IeHME OCTaBa MIMEHHO JIMIICaTa Ha BbPXOBEHCTBO Ha IIPaBOTO, CHUMKMI
ChbC 371aTHY KIOTYeTa M YeKMeIlKeTa ITBIHU C €BPO, He3aKOHHM IOICITYIIBAaHMS, KyTleH BOT M KOPYILMSL.
JTuricata Ha HPUCHIM OT Pa3ciefBaHMA 33 KOPYILMS M 310yNOTpeOy ¢ IMyONMYHM CPENCTBAa OT OH3M
TepyON HaMMPAT MSCTO U B IPYT [OKIIA[ MMEHHO Ha Ta3u MHCTUTYLMSL.

HoxnagsT or Komucusra mo OlOmXeTeH KOHTPON € KpacHOpeuuB. JIMIICBAT pa3cielBaHMS, JTAIICBAT
npucboy. [la, uMa peuieHye Ha OBIrapcKus ChI 3a HE3aKOHHOTO apecTyBaHe Ha bopucos, HO ToBa
pelleHye e OCHOBAHO Ha (OPMANVUCTUYHM ¥ NPOLENyPHM NPUYMHM, a He MO chilectBo. Heka He ce
1311071382 EBpONIEIICKIST apiiaMeHT a ce 3a0iTy>KIaBat rpaxXiaHuTe M MHCTUTYLIMNTE, Ye MMa eeKTUBHY
pascrieniBaHms 3a KOPyIMs N0 BpeMe Ha yrpasnenyero Ha [EPD, Takusa HsMa.

Bue mpaBute Hemenm omuT Ia M3MON3BAaTe eBPOINeENiCKATA MHCTUTYUMsS 33 peabuiurauysra Ha elHa
TMONNUTMYECKA JIMYHOCT ¢ Npenn3bopHa Len. ToBa € MeKO Ka3aHO HENONYCTMMO U I-H Bebep, mHec
TpelrbjIHEHaTa 3aj1a Ha EBpornerickys napnamMeHT BU OCBMpPKA MMEHHO 3apajiy TOBa, 3a1oTo oT 10 ronyHu
cu 3aTBapsiTe ounte 3a bopucos u Op6aH.

3-288-0000

Unxan Krourox, om umemo na zpynama Renew. — I-u Ilpencenaren, ysaxaemu 1-H Komucap, yaxkaemu
r-H MMHMCTBp, IaMM U TOCTIONA KOJIern, Hue OOChXIIaMe IHEC elMH KOHKpeTeH Cllyvail, [1a, BaXeH
CITyyall Ha apecT Ha e[lvH OT OIO3MLMOHHNTe ruaepy, boiko bopycos.

Ho Heka pma BM Kaxa, ue 3noyn0Tpe6aTa C IIpaBOTO He 3arouBa OT TO3U cnyqaﬁ. Ton HaMepu
KyIIMyHauysTa ¢u € Hero, HO HapylllaBaHETO Ha KOHCTUTYLMATA 1 3aKOHUTE €€ IIPEBbpHA B HOPMa IIPE3
nocregHuTe HAKONMKO Mecelia. Heka ma B Kaxka 1 3a HIKOJIKO MHOTO Opyru City4an, 191 Ha 6pOI7I, KOUTO
0s1xa [IpeNCTaBAHN Ha Balll€TO BHMMaHNE, I'-H PefZHnepc, Ha BHMMAHMETO Ha Bepa I’OpOBa, Ha pennna
KOMICHUY, KOUTO OTIOBApAT 3a TOBa B EBpOHCﬁICKIAH I1apIIaMEHT. Kak emun BbTPELIEH MUHUCTBP CU
[03BOJIsiBalle [a 3alllaliBa IOJIMTUMYECKM aKTUBUCTYM, Oa I'M Kapa MNPUHYOUTEITHO [Ha IOAINCBAT
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POTOKONH, ,warning protocol” ce ka3pa Ha aHrmitcky. [IpeynpexknaBaiie i 3a TOBa, 4e ca AKTUBHU B
npem300pHa KaMITaHNs.

ITpumepy MHOrO, Miaj 4OBeK Ha 27 TOOMHMU OT AWTOC, OOLIMHCKM ChBETHMK, KAHIMIAT 3a HApOIeH
TPENICTABUTEN NPMBMKBAH OT MONMMLMATA M MpelylpexnaBaH, 3alio € pa3naBal MHPOPMALVOHHM
Matepuany, Opouypu, xummkaiku. Mangpen Bebep na Obme kaHamuat B paioH B basapust 1 repmaHckara
TMoMuuKs 1a TO IPUBUKBA 3a TOBA, Ye € pasnasan Gpourypu. Kbie ce BuzKna ToBa, Kbje Ce € BUKIAIO B
eBpoIeiicKa IbpxKasa’

Bropu npumep, cbio MHOTO dpananteH. Xopa ¢ npo0ieMu, IBUraTeNIHy IpobieMi, HIKOM OT TSX ca ce
pommim Taka. bbirapckara nommums, Mof BEIOTO pbKOBOICTBO Ha boriko Pauikos oTyBa 1 rv nposepsisa
Te3u Xopa. [IUTa IM Hamy Te3M XOpa HAWCTMHA MMAT [BUIATeNHYM IPoONeMu, Kapar I Ja HpaBsT
ynpaxHeHus. Bcuuko ToBa orpaHnuasa csoOonHyst n30op Ha Gbirapckute rpaxnaHi. VM a3 uckaM scHO
1Ia TO OCBINUTE TOBA, ¥ MOPAITHO, U MOIUTMYECKM, 3aII0TO Ta3X MHCTUTYLIMS MMa MOPAITHMS IIONTUTUYECKU
aproputet. Taka He MOXKe B €lIHa IeMOKpaTUYHa Ibp:Kasa uileH Ha EBponeiickust cbro3 B 21-B1 Bek.

3-289-0000
Gunnar Beck, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Im Marz dieses Jahres wurde der
bulgarische Ex-Premier Bojko Borissow wegen Korruptionsverdachts festgenommen. 24 Stunden
spater war er wieder ein freier Mann. Staatsanwaltschaft und Gerichte bestitigten, die Beweislage
sei unzureichend. So weit, so gut. Dann hitten Manfred Weber und seine EVP in der Tat zum
ersten und vielleicht letzten Male auch recht.

Richtig ist aber auch, dass laut dem Corruption Perceptions Index von Transparency International
Bulgarien als korruptester EU-Mitgliedstaat gilt. Dennoch will dieses Parlament nichts gegen
Bulgarien unternehmen — das sehen wir hier ja an der Leere des Saals —, im Gegensatz zu Polen
und Ungarn, gegen die jeweils sogenannte Rechtsstaatlichkeitsverfahren gemafd Artikel 7 laufen.
Der Grund liegt wohl auf der Hand. Bulgarien mag korrupt sein, aber seine neue Regierung ist
strikt auf EU-Kurs und fiigt sich der irrsinnigen Klima- und Pro-Migrationsagenda, im Gegensatz
zu Ungarn und Polen, die die Interessen der eigenen Bevolkerung vertreten und lieber die
Wirtschaft schiitzen, als wie Sisyphos Klimagipfel zu erklimmen.

Fazit: In der EU gilt als Feind der Rechtsstaatlichkeit nur der, der sich der Linksstaatlichkeit
widersetzt. Wer politisch willfahrig ist, wird auch straffrei bleiben. Ob nun versehentlich oder
absichtlich habe ich wohl eine Minute mehr als vorgesehen. Aber eigentlich ist alles gesagt.
Vielleicht sei noch zu vermerken, dass sich hier vieles — eigentlich alles — dndern muss, und dann
geht es auch wieder bergauf.

3-290-0000
Clare Daly, on behalf of The Left Group. — Mr President, I have to say, I find it incredibly interesting
to see the EPP being so exercised about the rule of law in Bulgaria, because he certainly didn’t have
any interest in it before the change of government. In fact, the EPP voted against a Parliament
resolution in 2020 which dealt with the deep and systemic weaknesses in rule of law in Bulgaria,
the systemic problems in the country’s judicial system, the misuse of EU funds, the horrific prison
conditions and many more.

But of course, Boyko Borisov was in power then, so it didn’t matter. These problems haven't gone
away, and it’s very clear that this debate isn’t about a genuine concern of rule of law. It’s a political
stunt to use the European Parliament to influence the Bulgarian elections in GERB’s favour. And it
is pathetic. Look around: everybody has seen through your con.

The key point here is not having enough evidence to convict someone is not the same as being
exonerated of wrongdoing. At the heart of this arrest were claims of extortion by a Bulgarian
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gambling boss in Dubai, who says that Boyko Borisov, one of his ministers and MPs designated
gambling legislation to keep his taxes down in return for multi-million handouts and
backhanders. It’s a fact these claims have never been investigated by the hand-picked Bulgarian
Prosecutor Geshev, who has tried to keep the lid on this case and so many others.

So let’s hope that the EPP’'s own office investigates these claims, because my God, the people of
Bulgaria deserve better.

3-291-0000

Anppeii Kosaues (PPE). — I-n Ilpencenaren, r-H Komucap, yBaxkaemy Kojery, BbPXOBEHCTBOTO Ha
3aKOHa, He MOXe M1 Oble pasIneknaHo CeNeKTMBHO, CaMO aKO OTTOBapsi Ha MONMTMYECKMUTE LETM Ha
naneHa naptust. ClyyaitHo i e, e KOraTo B JieHsI, Ha KoifTo Oele apecTyBaH I-H boiiko bopucos, Toii
3as1BM IyOJIMUHO, Ye Liie MOIKPENy M3MPAIIAHeTO Ha BOCHHA TeXHMKa 32 YKpaitHa. Ha mocnensa, Bropa
cheOHa MHCTAHIMS, BBIrapckusT Chi onpefenyt akTa Ha 3aIbPKaHeTo 3a He OKPMBALL CTAHIAPTUTE Ha
3aKOHHOCT 1 HETIPOM3BOITHOCT.

Koit B3e Bce mak ToBa peureHne? To Oele NMUHO pellieHMe HA TOraBawHMAT mpemuep Kupun Iletkos,
KoiiTo mame uHCTpyKumyu Ha MBP, Ha Boiiko PaiikoB 3a apecta Ha CBOSI MpeLIECTBEHMK M OpPyTaaHO
Hamecy umeTo Ha EBpomerickara nmpokyparypa B TO3M cpaMeH akT. [lo To3um HaumH IleTkoB omerTHM
VIMIMIIXA Ha Ta3y HOBA MHCTUTYLIMS, KOSATO HUe MOJKpersiMe B Oopbara cpeliy KOpymipsTa, PaHeTo Ha
mapu u u3mamure. He3akoHHO apectyBanu 6sixa olile Bama Iy, OuBLIvst GMHAHCOB MUHUCTDP U Muapa
Ha 'EPb.

Coumst Kupun IleTKoB ce OKa3a B CKaHHAJIHATa CUTYalys KaTO MUHMCTbp-TIpeNcedaTesl Ia e CBUIETeN
TpeIl MONMIMATA Ha u30sral oT ObIrapckoTo npasochbuye B [IyOaii onmrapx 1 To B HErOBMs KaOMHET Ha
MMHUCTBP mpencenaten. [IpaBurencrsoro Ha IleTkoB, mpokapsalle Haif-PoOpycKarta, MpO-KpeMblicKa
nonutyka B burrapus. He nanpatuxme HUKakBy OpbKus Ha YKpaitHa, yBermuuxme GMHAHCOBUTE IOTOLIM
3a Oromekera Ha Pyckara demepatvist Tpy ITbTH B CPaBHEHME C MMHATINS IEPUOJ] HA MUHANIATa TOIMHA.

IleMOKpaumaTa M3MCKBA OT HAac [a OCHOMM BCEKM aKT Ha IOIMTMYECKM IPOU3BOI U PEIpecus,
HE3aBUCUMO OT IIOJIMTUYECKNTE HU CUMIIATUM KbM HAKOV MIIV XapecBaHVs, MM HeXapecBaHus. 3aToBa
ouakBam OT Kommcuara, or CbBera, OT BCMYKM IONMTUYECKM INAPTUMM TyKa, OT 3€I€HMUTE, OT
COLMANVICTHTE, OT IMOepasITe SICHO JIa OCHIST TO3M KT Ha He3aKOHEH apecT, Ha KOTroTo 1 1a 01110, B T03N
CIlyyail Ha JMAepa Ha Hail-rojsiMaTa OMO3ULVMOHHA MapTusi B bbirapus. bopbara ¢ xopynuusra He e
JIAYHA BOJIHA CpELy ONOHEHTa, a eQeKTMBHA CbIeOHa pe¢opMa U MPaKTHKA, KOSTO HiUe Mpeliarame oT
TEPb u nonkpen:me.

TEPb e peuleH na Bb3CTaHOBM HETaTMBHMTE MOCIEOMIM OT IUIAYEBHOTO yIrpasreHue Ha [leTkop u
KOMIIaHMS C SICHA IIPOeBpOIIeNicKa porpama, COMMIAPHOCT ¢ YKpaiiHa, KOMIIEHCALMM 3a BUCOKUTE LIEHU
HA eHEePIUITHNTE IPOIYKTH, YCKOPEHO 3aBbpLIBAHE HA MHPACTPYKTYPHUTE IPOEKTY, KOUTO OsIXa CIIPSIHY
OT TIPaBUTENICTBOTO Ha [leTKOB.

3-292-0000

Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario Reynders, esta misma
mafana, sobre el debate del Estado de la Unién, la presidenta Ursula von der Leyen ratificaba y
reafirmaba el compromiso de la Unién con sus valores, con el Estado de Derecho y sus exigencias,
y en la lucha contra la corrupcién, en la que ha sido un paso de gigante de envergadura mayor la
puesta en marcha de la Fiscalia Europea para investigar delitos de corrupcion, delitos de
apropiacion indebida, delitos de fraude, sobre todo en el manejo de los dineros europeos y contra
los intereses financieros de la Unién.

Y todo eso se encuadra con el debate que acabamos de tener sobre el estado de los derechos
fundamentales en la Unién Europea, que nos recuerda que debemos distinguir aquellos Estados en
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los que hemos detectado riesgo claro de violacion grave de los valores del articulo 2 y aquellos
Estados en los que, sin embargo, pueda haber indicios que susciten preocupacién, pero que no
manifiesten un derrumbamiento general de la credibilidad del Estado de Derecho para dar cuenta
de los asuntos que merezcan proteccién judicial.

Y creo que este es el caso. La Fiscalia Europea estd investigando un asunto de corrupcion en
Bulgaria, que ha sido debatido también en este Parlamento Europeo. Y creo que la Fiscalia Europea
merece su tiempo de proceso para poder dar cuenta de ese objeto de investigacién que ha afectado
nada menos que, si, a quien ha sido primer ministro de Bulgaria y hemos escuchado en esta misma
Camara durante varios aflos.

Pero hay que sefialar que Bulgaria todavia da signos de poder dar cuenta, de acuerdo con sus
propias instituciones, su sistema de recursos, con presuncién de inocencia, tutela judicial y, en su
caso, correccion judicial, de cualquier abuso de poder o arbitrariedad que puedan ser perpetrados
contra cualquier ciudadana o ciudadano, sea el primer ministro o no, en modo que podemos
confiar en que la investigacion en curso, si ha cometido alguna arbitrariedad, algiin abuso, podrd
ser corregida de acuerdo con el sistema judicial de Bulgaria.

3-293-0000
Ramona Strugariu (Renew). — Mr President, there must be a misunderstanding with the title of
this debate. It sounds like some hero leader of the opposition was illegally arrested in some third
country while fighting for democracy and human rights. We are talking about Mr Boyko Borisov,
former Prime Minister of Bulgaria. This House adopted the resolution on 8 October 2020 on the
rule of law and fundamental rights in Bulgaria — some of the EPP Members voted for that
resolution.

[ quote from it, ‘whereas in recent years, reports of the misuse of Union funds in Bulgaria have
been proliferating; whereas in recent months, Bulgarian citizens have witnessed a large number of
high-level corruption allegations, some of which have directly involved the Prime Minister;
whereas also in recent months, international media have repeatedly reported possible
interconnections between criminal groups and public authorities in Bulgaria; whereas these
revelations have led to large demonstrations and civil society protests and have seen Bulgarians
call for justice, respect for the rule of law and an independent judiciary, and protest against erosion
of democracy and endemic corruption’.

Mr Borisov and his party were in power back then. Is he the leader of the opposition mentioned in
the title that you are turning into a hero before the elections? Please think twice next time. Double
standards hurt us all.

First and foremost, the people of Bulgaria are hurt and disappointed. Second, if you are pushing
him and his gang of friends back to power again with this kind of debate, it’s again the people of
Bulgaria who deal with the consequences — all of us and the Union. Then we are back to writing
resolutions again.

3-294-0000
Monika Hohlmeier (PPE). — Herr Prisident! Heute ist fiir mich schon ein etwas erstaunlicher Tag.
Normalerweise ist die linke und griine Seite dieses Hauses sehr schnell beim Schreiben von
Entschlieffungen. Aber wenn es um einen Oppositionsfithrer geht, der von der konservativen Seite
stammt, dann ist es plotzlich alles harmlos, alles unkompliziert. Dann wird plotzlich das, was
Grundsatz einer Rechtsstaatlichkeit ist, Herr Kommissar, namlich, dass man Haftbefehle haben
muss, dass man auch Staatsanwaltschaften involvieren muss, dass man Richter involvieren muss,
dass nicht einfach Polizei willkiirlich auf Anordnung des Premierministers und des Innenministers
Oppositionsfithrer verhaften darf, obsolet. Das kennt man normalerweise aus kommunistischen
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Staaten, aus faschistischen Staaten, aber bitte nicht aus demokratischen Staaten. Diesen Standard
wollen wir auch nicht einfithren, und der moge bitte gegeniiber jeder Regierung gelten.

Dazu habe ich, Herr Kommissar, heute nichts gehort. Ich habe abstrakte Dinge gehort, die ich alle
gerne befurworten mag und die ich mir gerne naher ansehen werde. Was ich aber nicht in
Ordnung finde, ist: Wie immer man zu Bojko Borissow steht, wie immer man zu einer fritheren
Regierung stehen mag, wie immer man politisch steht, was auch nicht geht: Mir fallt auf, dass ein
Premierminister, also auch sein Innenminister, auch mir personlich gegeniiber angekiindigt
hatten, dass sie noch mehr Kompetenzen fiir die Polizei mit dhnlichen Verhaftungen in anderen
Bereichen machen wollen. Normalerweise nennt die politische Linke sowas Polizeistaat. Wir
wollen keine Polizeistaaten.

Wenn entsprechend angekiindigt wird, dass vielleicht alle bulgarischen Parteien miteinander
ibereinstimmen, konnten sie hier entsprechend eine Justizreform insgesamt gemeinsam
durchfiihren, fiir die es iibrigens in Bulgarien eine Zweidrittelmehrheit braucht. Das heifst,
Borissow allein hitte gar nichts dndern konnen. Du brauchst eine Zweidrittelmehrheit, also
miissen sich die Parteien miteinander verstindigen, und es miissen entsprechende Reformen
gemeinsam beschlossen werden und gemeinsam durchgezogen werden. Aber diese Einseitigkeit
des Vorgehens! Herr Kommissar, man kann nicht behaupten, dass die Kommission da gerade so
sehr hinterher gewesen wire. Offen gestanden wurde die Position des zustindigen policy
coordinator in Rechtsstaatlichkeitsangelegenheiten iiber zwei Jahre nicht einmal besetzt. Das heifit,
die Aufmerksamkeit war nicht gegeben.

3-295-0000
Bo Xpucros (S&D). — I-u Ilpencenaren, 18 muyu npemm napnamentapuute u3bopu B bururapus
EBpomeficKusT maprmameHT yCIy>KIMBO OpraHM3upa [ebaT IO Kasyc, KOWTO OTHABHA Oe 3aTBOpeH OT
Obrrapckust cbi. [lpaBata Ha apecTyBaHMsl Jmuep Ha monmutidecka naprus TEPB Gsixa nmpumsHatu u
sammTenn. He Taka obaue, cTou BBIIPOCHT C NPaBaTa Ha MIIMOHNUTE OBITapCKy IPaKIAHM, OLIETEHU OT
Kopynuusta 1 6e33aKOHUETO, Ha XUIISIINTE, KOMTO Ce HAISBaT, HO He MOJTy4aBaT KaueCTBEHO IPaBOChINE.

Tommum Hapern EBpomneiickata KOMMUCHS Ce OTUMTALE HA BCEKM LIECT Mecela ChC CTEPEOTHUIEH M aMOpeH
IIOKJTal OTHOCHO NpOoOJIeMuTe B MPABOCHIMETO 1M OOuIeCTBeHMs pell. MOHMTOpMHIBT Oe IIpeBbPHAT B
VHCTPYMEHT 33 NOJIMTMUECKO BIIMSIHNE BbPXY BbTpElIHATa monutuka. [Ipobrnemurte ce 3ambnOoyaBaxa,
3noynotpebute ce MHOXKAXa, MApTMiiHAaTa ynoTpe6a Ha CUIOBUTE BEIOMCTBA y HAac e CTapa
AHTMIEMOKpATNYHA MpPaKTUKa U TpsiOBauie Bopuco ma m3mmra mopoumte Ha CUCTEMATa, KOSTO CaM
ch3haze, 3a Ja Joyakame Haii-cetHe EBpoma pma oObpHe BHMMaHue Ha IIPOM3BONA B OBIrapcKuTe
VIHCTUTYLIMM. A TOVI He € OT Buepa.

Kpaitto BpeMe e Bprokcer [1a moryenHe MPUHLMIHO Ha Obiarapckute mpo0ieMu, 1a u3jese OT MOPOYHATA
CX€Ma, KOATO IOKPOBUTEIICTBA HAKOTALIHUTE YIPABIIABAIIM KATO CBOM XOpd, XOpdaTa Ha BpIOKcen B
Codusi. [Ta uye raca Ha XopaTa, KOMTO NOVMCKAXa [1d 3aTBOPAT Ta3u CTPaHMUA B Haiata ucropust. [-H
Bebep, TpsiOBa 1a B pa3ouapoBam, BbIIPEKM TOBA IPeIn3O0PHO LIOY, BpbIaHe HA3aM HAMA J1a MMa.

3-296-0000
Tomdas Zdechovsky (PPE). — Pane pfedsedajici, vizené damy, vdZeni panové, chci se vés zeptat
na prvni véc. Zbldznili jsme se? Ma byt tato debata o Bojkovi Borisovovi nebo o principech
pravniho statu? Jsme Parlament nebo jsme ,Zvanirna“, kterd ukazuje lidem, Ze je p#ili§ drahd na to,
aby si ji platili? My mame respektovat pravo pro kohokoliv a je mi jedno, jestli je ze strany ALDE,
jestli je ze strany Verts/ALE nebo jestli je z hnuti STAN nebo jestli je z Evropské komise. Kazdy ma
mit zaruceno to, Ze bude vySetfovan demokraticky podle principti pravniho stitu. Ja nemdazu
rozhodnout o tom, aZ budu jednou premiérem, Ze zadrzime nékoho z opozice, protoze se mi
nelibi. Ja nemGzu fict, Ze na zdkladé toho, Ze jsem si nasel informace na internetu, ptjdu za
prokurdtorem a rozhodnu, Ze ten ¢lovék stravi 48 hodin ve vézeni. A to je to, o ¢em musime
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diskutovat. Je Gplné jedno, jestli je to Petr nebo Pavel, ale my nejsme v Rusku. Neni to tedy, Ze
policie nebo statni zastupitelstvi podléhd n¢jakym domnénkdm. Ono musi pracovat s dikazy a s
fakty. Prosim, vratme se na zem a prosim, vedme tu diskusi opravdu bez osobnich invektiv,
raciondlné a fikejme fakta.

Ja jsem ved] misi Vyboru pro rozpoctovou kontrolu do Bulharska a vsichni, kdo jste tam byli,
muzete Fict, Ze byla neutrdlni. Kazdy jste mél piilezitost se maximdlné vyjadfit ke vSemu. Na
tiskové konferenci jsem mohl jako $éf delegace mluvit jenom j4, ale mluvili jste vy vSichni ze vSech
skupin. A ten, kdo dnes Fkd, Ze ja nebo nékdo rozhoduje o volbach v Bulharsku, tak lze. Jd jsem
byl, kolegové, absolutné neutralni a garantuji vam, Ze vzdycky neutrdlni budu.

3-297-0000
Emun Papes (PPE). — I'-u Ilpencenaren, yBaxaemu I-H Komycap, MeTomm Ha aBTOPUTAPHO YIIpaBIIeHMe,
MHOTOKPATHO OCBHXKIAHM TyK B Ta3y 3ana, 6sixa Ge3CKpyIIyITHO M3MOJI3BaHM OT IPaBUTENCTBOTO Ha Kupu
[leTkOB M HeroBysi BhTpelleH MUHUCTBP Boitko Pauikos, KoiTo BIpoueM e GMIT 4acT OT perpecuBHMS
arapar Ha OMBIIMS KOMYHVUCTMYECKY pexxyM B Bbirapus.

C BIIAA3710 B CUIa ChIEOHO pellieHNne apecThT Ha r-H bopicos e 00siBeH 3a He3akOHOChOOpaseH. B 3amosenta
3a 3a[IbP>KaHe He Ca OCOYeHY HMKAKBY yimuasauy GakTi. Hsama u okasatencrsa, KOUTO f1a 000CHOBAT
apecta Ha OMBUIVMSI MMHUCTBD mpecenater Ha bonrapust. Touka, Ouxa Kazamm HIKOM, HO aKO CIIOXKIM
TOYKA Ille CIIPeM I HOBUTE MONMTUUecKM perpecyu? CaMo ¢ KaTeropuyHa HETHPIMMOCT Ha BCUYKM
VHCTUTYLIMOHAITHY HMBA ¥ Ha OOLIECTBOTO KATO LSTIO MOXKEM J1a POTUBOMEIICTBAME Ha MOMMLEHIIMHATA
v ipousBorna. Korato cme cumetesiu Ha OpyTaiHo Mora3paHe Ha BbPXOBEHCTBOTO Ha 3aKOHA, MbITYaHUETO
Ou OMIT0 PaBHOCUITHO Ha ChYYaCTHe.

3aToBa MCKaM f1a TOMUTaM KOJeruTe OT COLMATUCTUTE, O6HOBK EBpona 1 3efeHUTe Jany HISIXTE J1a CTe
TaKa MBbJIHaJIVBY, aKO IIpYU YIIPaBIIEHMETO Ha Boiiko BOpI/ICOB Oerue dpeCTyBaH OINNO3MIMOHEH nl/mep? Hanm
TO3M MBOEH CTaHOAPT HE C€ MObJIKU Ha (1)aKTa, ye OsxTe [IpelCTaBeHN B kabunera IleTkos?
MOHI/ITOpI/IHI‘OBaTa I'pyna 3a BbpPXOBEHCTBO Ha 3aKOHA4, KOATO Oele MHOTO aKTMBHA IO BpEMETO Ha
[IpaBUTEJICTBOTO Ha BOpI/ICOB, cera Cpllo yuynBalio MbJIUN.

YqynBamo € U MBIIYaHMETO HaA EBpOHCﬁCKaTa Komucus. Tsg 1me Ha6monaBa m C 663})33]'[1/[‘1]/[6
HE3aKOHHUTE apeCT! Ha OINO3MLMOHHU JIIUIOEPU B ObpXKaBa OT EBpOl’[CﬁCKI/IH CblO3 UJIN 1IE€ C€ Kpue 3af
M3BMHEHMSATA, U€ HE € KOMIIETCHTHA II0 TO3U B’I)l'[pOC? Ocbkpate nu Te3u HeSaKOHOC'I)O6p3.3HI/I nim
penpecnBHN IeNCTBUS Ha MIpaBUTEIICTBOTO Ha KI/IpI/IJ'[ [TetkoB? M ako ma, MO a TO 3asBUTE BUCOKO U
SICHO, 3a 1a 3Ha€M, Y€ MOXKEM [1a padumMTaMe BMHAIY [1a 3alllNTaBaTe HAIUTE LIECHHOCTU.

3-298-0000
Amnppeit Hosakos (PPE). — T-H Ilpencenarern, ToBa, KOeTo HsIMa 1a HAIpaBsi C Ta3yu ped ca JiBe Hella.
[IbpBOTO € A Mos IbpXKapaTa CY M BTOPOTO € [1a BIe3Ha B POJIsl Ha KepTBa. ToBa, KOETO MCKaM Ja
HATIPABMM, € [1a PELIMM e[IMH eBpOoneiicky pobreM, Tyk B EBpora.

EBponeiickust mpo0ieM e, ue eIHM caMo3a0paBuiy ce Xopa, MOMAHAIM CIIyYailHO B MONUTMKATA,
pelmxa Ja ce caMOpaslpaBAT C ONO3MUMATA, KaTo S TMKHAT B 3aTBopa. Camo ye TOBa HAIpaBy
ONO3MUMATA MO-CUITHA, A TAX OT YIIpaB/siBally TV HAIpaBy MOOCHIMMU. TOBa, KOETO ce CIIyuy OlIe €, 4e
JIOKa3axme, ye cucremata B bbiarapus paboru. ToBa, ue Te3y Xopa Beue He ca yIpaBIIsBallly, a ChIBT Ce
TIpOM3Hece [Ba ITbTY, Y€ Te Ca BUHOBHY, NT0Ka3Ba, ye bblirapus e nmpaBosa IbpKaBa 1 a3 ce TOpHes C TOBA.
Te3u xopa ca M3KITIOUEHYIE U a3 CbM CUTYpPEH, Ue XOpaTa HUKOTa [IoBeye HsAMA [1a IOIyCHAT TaKMBa XOpa [1a
HU yrpassBatr. ToBa, KOeTo Bue TpsibBa a ce MPUTECHSBATE ChC CUTYPHOCT, KONETH €, Ye TO3M apect
FOViie eVH MIeH, CIIelT KaTo Oelile HAIpaBeHO OMOBECTSIBAHE OT OMBIIMS IPEMIEp ¥ JTUIep Ha OMO3ULIMSTA
Boriko bopucos, ue nonkpens Ykpaiina u ocbxna Pycus u Hejinara arpecust. Toil 3ae BalaTa nosuuus u
TIIaTy LIeHaTa 3a TOBA.
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Vickam cera 1ia IoroBopuM 3a MBOVHMTe cTaHgapTu. OnmTajite caMy Ja CM 3aTBOpUTE OUMTE M Ja CU
npencrasute Kak npemuep ot EHIT B I'spumst minm XbpBaTus TMKBa B 3aTBOpa OMO3MUMATA OT 3eJIEHUTE
uimu cotmamumctute. Tyk mieme ga uMMa IIagHM CTa4KM M HACTOsIBaHE 3a ocTaBKu. Komeru B JisiBo, IHEC
MBIIUMTE. AKO yTpe Ce CIyuM BbB BallMTe IbPKaBy, Le € KbCHO J1a KpeuuTe.

3-299-0000
Didier Reynders, membre de la Commission. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Ministre,
Mesdames et Messieurs les députés, comme je I'ai indiqué dans mon introduction, la Commission
n’est pas compétente pour se prononcer sur des cas individuels qui relevent de la responsabilité
des autorités nationales, notamment des autorités judiciaires, y compris en ce qui concerne les
droits de la défense. Cette position présentée dans mon intervention devant vous aujourd’hui
représente la position de la Commission européenne dans son ensemble. Cette ligne est la méme
au sein de la Commission, quels que soient les cas individuels en cause. Elle a par exemple déja été
suivie par la Commission dans le passé, dans d’autres cas impliquant une personnalité politique,
par exemple en Slovaquie, lorsque la Commission avait été interpellée en ce qui concerne des
actions judiciaires intentées contre le leader de 'opposition.

[ want to repeat that it’s for the national judicial authorities to address individual allegations of
irregularities or violations and where relevant the investigation and appropriate follow-up. And I
repeat what I have said in my introduction: as we can see from the functioning of the justice
system in Bulgaria, from the judgment of the administrative court, this court found that there had
been a violation of the law and offered a remedy — the annulment of the detention order. And so
we have followed the same reasoning with such a case, like with other cases in other Member
States, we left it to the national judicial authorities to analyse the situation and to take a decision.

Of course, [ want also to repeat that [ am open to discuss with you about the rule of law situation
in all the Member States. [ have said that since the publication of the first report on the rule of law
in 2020. I repeat that with the third edition with the recommendations for the 27 Member States,
and of course we'll discuss, if you want, the situation in all the 27, including Bulgaria, and it will be
the occasion to analyse the situation, dedicated to the independence, the quality and effectiveness
of the justice system, and the different measures taken to fight against corruption.

But the message is very clear, and we will follow the same position in the future about all the
individual cases.

3-301-0000
Mikuld§ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members,
Commissioner, this time I have to be very brief because of the reasons you understand, because of
the mandate for the Council is rather limited. But let me assure you once again that the Presidency
and the Council as a whole attaches great importance to upholding the rule of law and the
protection of fundamental rights.

Especially during these difficult times, the Union as a whole needs to be very vigilant on the
respect of the values set out in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union. The Presidency will pay
particular attention to the views expressed today during this debate. Thank you very much for
your attention.

33020000
Predsedajici. - Rozprava sa skoncila.

Pisomné vyhldsenia (cldnok 171)
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3-302-5000
AnexcaHmbp Anekcannpos Vopnanos (PPE), s nucmena dopma. — HesaBucummsar ch mokasa, ue
3aIbpKaHeTo Ha Juuepa Ha omosuumsita B bbiarapus boitko Bopucos e 1o abGComoTHO HE3aKOHHO.
Jnuno npemuepsT Kupun IleTkoB e Owi MHMUMATOP HA TOBAa MPOTMBO3AKOHHO NECTBUE, a HEIOB
V3ITbJIHUTENl CTaBa MMHMCTBPBT Ha BbTpellHMTe paboTu boitko Paiiko, OMBII KOMYHMCTHYECKM
crefioBaTen 1 feryTar oT CouyanmucTiyeckaTa napTus.

CbIIeBPEMEHHO B CTpaHaTa 0sXa OCBIICCTBEHM HE3AKOHHM 3aIbPKAHMS M PA3IMTU OT CTPaHA HA
NOJIMLMATA HA CTOTULM TPaX[IaHu, CaMo 3allOTO Ca NPUBBbPKEHMLM Ha ONO3MUMOHHM nmapTyn. Tosa e
CepMO3eH IPELENEHT 3a CTpaHa 4ieH Ha EBpomeiickms cbro3. MeXIyBpeMEHHO CTaHa fCHO, Ye C
IPOTMBO3aKOHHMTE CY OeNCTBUA npeMuepsT [leTkoB 1 MUHMCTHD Palikos ca Mmany 3a 1el oa ch3jauar B
00111ecTBOTO aTMOC(epa Ha CTPax OT BIACTTA. [1eTKOB IPOIIbIIKaBa U IIHEC 14 IIOBTApsl, 4e aKO ce BbpHe Ha
BIIACT, LUe apecTyBa OTHOBO bopucos. Ho Taka ce ciyusauie npy KOMyHMUCTMYECKMS PEXUM B MOSATA
CTpaHa.

3aToBa 1 HUE TpH6Ba oa OCbOMM BCUUYKM OIUTU [Oa 6’b]1aT Bb3CTAHOBEHM METOOM UM IMPAKTMKM Ha
YIpaBIICHUE, XapaKTEPHU 3a TO3U PEKUM. Ham gwir e ma 3ammtum OeMOKpaluiaTa 1 BbpXOBEHCTBOTO Ha
3dKOH4.

3-303-0000
PRZEWODNICTWO: EWA KOPACZ
Wiceprzewodniczgca

15. Debata na temat przypadkow naruszania praw czlowieka,
zasad demokracji i pafistwa prawa (debata)

15.1. Lamanie praw czlowieka w zwigzku z przymusowq wywozkg cywilow
ukrairiskich i przymusowgq adopcjg dzieci ukrairiskich w Rosji

3-306-0000

Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest debata nad pigcioma

projektami rezolucji w sprawie tamania praw czlowieka w zwiazku z przymusowa wywdzka
cywilow ukrainskich i przymusowg adopcja dzieci ukrainskich w Rosji (2022/2826(RSP))".

" Patrz protokoét posiedzenia.

3-307-0000
Michaela Sojdrova, author. — Dear colleagues, thank you to all the co-rapporteurs for your
cooperation on this resolution. We raise our voice against the massive deportation of Ukrainian
civilians, including children. According to estimates, more than 1 million Ukrainians have been
deported to Russia, including more than 200 000 children forcefully taken there. Ukrainian
children are being separated from their parents, seized and put up for adoption. Russia is actively
trying to steer the future of Ukraine. If we want to help Ukraine, we must ensure that their future
children will be returned.

That is why we call on Russia to immediately cease the forced deportation and forcible transfer of
Ukrainian civilians, especially children. Russia must repeal all legislation facilitating the adoption
of Ukraine’s children and allow for the reunification with their parents. We stress the urgent need
for EU and international organisations such as the United Nations Refugee Agency and UNICEF to
have access to visit to the filtration camp, those facilities, and assist Ukrainian citizens, especially
children, in their return to Ukraine.
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As President von der Leyen said today, courage as a face, the face of Ukrainian brave people,
mothers and their children. We will follow the track of these children and we will not stop until
their safe return.

3-308-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Zglosit si¢ — rozumiem, ze w mysl art. 195 — pan posel Gunnar Beck. Daj¢
Panu jedng minute.

3-309-0000

Gunnar Beck (ID). - Madam President, I would like to raise a point of order based on Rule 144,
which provides that matters concerning breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law
be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Annex IV. Now, Annex IV, paragraph 2, states
that ‘motions for resolutions shall not exceed 500 words’. The wording in the annex is clear and
prescriptive: shall means shall. Yet most resolutions tabled consistently exceed the word limit, and
not by a small margin. The joint motions for resolutions are even worse. The ID Group therefore
requests that the Rules of Procedure be respected and that motions for resolutions that exceed the
word count be deemed inadmissible.

For this part session, of all the motions tabled, only three comply with the Rules of Procedure,
namely the ID’s own motion on Nicaragua and both the ECR’s and the EPP’s motions on Uganda
and Tanzania. We therefore request that all other motions for resolution be deemed inadmissible,
and we only proceed to vote on those three.

3-310-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Szanowny Panie Posle, ma Pan racje co do objetosci tych rezolugji. Jednak
przez wiele lat art. 144 ust. 2 i zalgcznik IV, zwlaszcza jego ust. 2, byly interpretowane w sposob
elastyczny dla wszystkich grup politycznych, facznie z Paniskg grupa polityczng. W zwiazku z tym
dopuszczam do procedowania wszystkie rezolucje i prosz¢ o zabranie glosu autora rezoludji,
panig posel Evin Incir.

3-311-0000
Evin Incir, forfattare. — Fru talman! Det gor ont nir historien upprepas mitt infor vira 6gon.
Verktyg som anvindes av kommunismens och nazismens diktaturer anvinds i dag av Putins
regim mot det ukrainska folket. I forra veckan ndddes vi av hemska rapporter om att Ryssland
tvangsadopterat tusentals oskyldiga ukrainska barn efter att ha stulit manga av dem ur famnen pa
deras foraldrar, som ett demografiskt vapen mot den ukrainska befolkningen.

Vi har sedan april tagit del av uppgifter att Ryssland har tvangsdeporterat 6ver en miljon ukrainska
medborgare och tvingat in dem i "filtreringslager” dar civila forhors i timtal for att rensa ut sa
kallade nationalister. Detta dr ingenting annat dn en utrensning av ett folk. Det dr ocksa ett
krigsbrott och ett brott mot manskligheten.

De morka kapitlen i var gemensamma ménskliga historia skulle ju inte upprepas, men bara om vi
valde att komma ihdg den och agera hart mot antidemokratiska krafter. Det ar ddrfor viktigt att vi
gemensamt kriver stopp pd Rysslands pagdende manniskorittsbrott och kraver att EU-
kommissionen och medlemsstaterna agerar for att var historia inte ska upprepa sig i Ukraina eller
ndgon annanstans pa denna planet.

De som ligger bakom dessa vidriga deporteringar och tvangsadoptioner madste sanktioneras
omedelbart. Putin maste stoppas. De hogerextrema krafternas frammarsch i Europa och i varlden
likasd. Extremisterna i Ryssland, Ungern, Italien och till och med i mitt land, Sverige, stirks av
varandras framgangar.
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Rysslands aggression mot Ukraina handlar om ett av de vidrigaste brotten mot internationell ritt.
Hela var trovirdighet och hela det internationella samarbetet star pa spel. Ukrainska folket har
lidit nog och konsekvenserna av aggressionen mot Ukraina kdnns av i varenda del av virlden.
Slava Ukraini.

3-312-0000
Petras AusStrevicius, author. — Madam President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, Putin and his
regime are stealing Ukrainian children and the country’s future. By forcibly deporting Ukrainian
civilians, by changing their citizenship, by allowing the speedy adoption of Ukrainian children,
and by rewriting Ukrainian textbooks in the occupied territories of Ukraine, he and his entourage
are seeking to destroy the Ukrainian identity and the Ukrainian nation. These actions amount to
genocide.

All those who contribute to the implementation of this policy must be subject to EU sanctions and
prosecution before a future tribunal.

I call on the EU and its Member States to contribute to a mechanism to facilitate the return of
forcibly deported Ukrainian civilians. I express my gratitude to all those who, in spite of personal
danger, are restlessly working to locate, forcibly deported Ukrainians, including forcibly adopted
children, and to return them safely home.

Ukraine’s victory against unprovoked Russian aggression is our common goal. We must continue
to support the heroic people of Ukraine so that they and their future — their children — are safe.
Slava Ukraini.

3-313-0000
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, author. — Madam President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, seven
months ago, shortly before Russia launched its unprovoked war against Ukraine, I stood here
predicting exactly the demise of Russian imperialism. I warned President Putin of the lethal
mistake that every warmonger dictator makes sooner or later — the imperial overstretch.

Back then, it was already clear that the brave Ukrainians would not surrender to Putin’s murderous
regime. Fast forward to today, Russian troops who killed thousands in Bucha, Irpin, Mariupol are
now running away. The Ukrainian bravery unmasked the true face of Putin’s Russia: a wannabe
superpower and at the same time a dying empire, pretending to be the world’s second military.

Putin’s attack on Ukraine was not only cruel, it was also extremely stupid. Soon, the Russian
imperialism will be buried forever under the Ukrainian sunflowers. But before that happens, the
dying empire caught in the corner is dangerous as ever. Because they cannot win over the
battlefield, Putin now tries to steal Ukraine’s future. Several million Ukrainians have been forcibly
deported, often to the far east of Russia. Deported Ukrainians are put in so-called filtration camps
reminiscent of Gulag camps.

Among the deported Ukrainians, there are up to 600 000 children. One cannot imagine the pure
evil it takes to abduct children from their countries, separate them from their parents, label them
as orphans, forcefully put them up for adoption, and try to erase their Ukrainian identity. This is
nothing short of genocide.

No matter how brutal the enemy is, the light will always prevail. The wisdom of
Taras Shevchenko, so well preserved under the Russian propaganda banner, once again guides us:
‘Keep fighting, you are sure to win. God helps you in your fight. For fame and freedom march with
you and the right is always on your side’. Slava Ukraini!
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3-314-0000
Anna Fotyga, author. — Madam President, once more, the method so well known to all of us
neighbours of Russia, whole generations of us, is now happening in Ukraine. Over 2 million of
forcetully departed people to the hands of the enemy attacking brutally their country. Over half a
million kids. Terrified undergoing forced Russification, illegally adopted and terrified because they
are so distant from their families, their parents.

Russia has to be defeated in this war, clearly defeated and forced to repeal all legislation and allow,
by the pressure of the whole international community, to return all of them home, to their
homeland and possibly still to their families. We wish them all the best. God bless Ukraine.

3-315-0000
Andrius Kubilius, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues, there is no need
to repeat that forced deportations of Ukrainians and their children to Russia, to faraway Siberian
regions — that this is a huge crime against humanity, and this is a war crime of genocide. There is
no difference in between of crimes of deportations to Gulag camps during Stalin’s time and
deportations done now during Putin’s time.

We need to speak in a very clear way: Putin’s crimes of deportations, also other war crimes, were
born out of the first and major crime of Putin — crime of war aggression. And that is why we need
to immediately address the major issue: the creation of Special International Tribunal on Crime of
War Aggression. It is the only instrument to target directly the crimes personally of Mr Putin; it’s
also to show both to Putin and to his elite that there will be no way to come back to business as
usual in between of the West and criminal Putin regime, even after the war.

It's good that the resolution speaks about such a special tribunal. It would be good if big capitals
would also support the creation of such a tribunal. It would be a clear evidence that nobody wants
to go to business as usual with a criminal.

3-316-0000
Raphaél Glucksmann, au nom du groupe SED. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire,
chers collegues, souvenez-vous du théatre de Marioupol devant lequel les habitants avaient écrit
en gros le mot «Diéti» (Enfants»), espérant un soupgon d’humanité de la part de leurs bourreaux.
Souvenez-vous que l'armée russe a bombardé quand méme. Gardez en téte que les enfants
ukrainiens sont donc des cibles de la guerre russe, comme I'étaient hier les enfants syriens et avant-
hier les enfants tchétchenes. Gardez en téte que des dizaines et des dizaines de milliers d’enfants
ukrainiens ont été déportés en Russie et que nombre d’entre eux ont été adoptés de force pour étre
russifiés.

Et alors vous comprendrez que Poutine n'est pas simplement un autocrate dangereux et dur, c’est
un criminel contre 'humanité. Que sa guerre n’est pas simplement une guerre, mais la tentative
d’anéantir une nation. Que tous les politiciens ou commentateurs européens qui relaient ici sa
propagande se rendent complices de ses crimes. Et qu'il y a une place pour lui devant un tribunal
pénal international, dans une cellule, et une place pour eux, ses valets européens, dans les
poubelles de I'histoire.

3-317-0000
Karin Karlsbro, for Renew-gruppen. — Fru talman! Fru kommissionir, kollegor! Vi haller andan. I
realtid ser vi hur den ukrainska armén slar tillbaka. Kvadratmeter for kvadratmeter, gata for gata,

by efter by befrias.

Putins krig handlar emellertid inte bara om territorium. Det &r inte forsta gdngen Ryssland
anvander hunger och deportationer som vapen. Historien upprepar sig. Det handlar inte om
enstaka fall. Vi nds av rapporter om att uppemot tvd miljoner ukrainska medborgare deporteras
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till Ryssland, att barn stjdls och adopteras bort. Detta maste f ett slut. Ryssland maste stillas till
svars. Alla som befinner sig i ryskt vald méste omedelbart fd sina pass tillbaka och slappas fria.

Vi mste fortsitta att ge Ukraina vért fulla stod, tills varenda mamma, varenda pappa och varenda
unge har kommit hem igen — hem till ett fritt, ett fredligt Ukraina.

3-318-0000
Ryszard Czarnecki, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Komisarz! Szanowni
Panistwo! Zwiazek Sowiecki, czerwona Rosja, liczyl 287 mln mieszkancow, zanim na szczgscie
upadl. W tej chwili liczy dokladnie dwa razy mniej. Putin méwit wielokrotnie, Ze najwigkszg
tragedig byt upadek Zwiazku Sowieckiego. W tej chwili ta czerwona, a juz teraz putinowska
Rosja, usituje zwigkszy¢ demograficznie swoje imperium w inny sposob. Wiasnie w taki ohydny
sposob, o ktérym moi przedméwcey mowili. Oczywiscie takze w inny sposob, bo od lat Rosja
Putina prowadzi bardzo $wiadomg polityke migracyjna, ktéra polega na przekupywaniu
mieszkancow, obywateli dawnego Zwigzku Sowieckiego i ich potomkéw, domami,
mieszkaniami, pensjami placonymi przez caly rok. To, co si¢ dzieje w tej chwili w sprawie
Ukraincow, ktérzy sa przymusem wywozeni do Rosji, zastuguje na jednoznaczne potepienie
naszego Parlamentu.

3-319-0000
Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). — Madam President, Madam Commissioner, dear colleagues,
according to reliable estimates, several hundred thousands of Ukrainian civilians have been
forcibly deported to Russia, especially to the unpopulated regions in the far east of the country.
This is also the area from which the overwhelming majority of the reportedly dead Russian
soldiers were coming. Furthermore, and even more detestable, more than 250 000 children have
been listed for adoption to Russian families, again in the least populous areas of the country.

The plan here is crystal clear. The Russian regime does not plan to stop sending these young men
and women to die for a brutal and unjustifiable war. Instead, they have already started to
substitute those who fall with other innocent human beings, disrespecting all basic international
laws.

Dear colleagues, it is not the first time that this happens. Some of you perfectly know what
Russian deportation looks like, since your countries have experienced that during the 20th
century. From this House, we have already said, ‘never again’. Yet it is happening right now again.
We must stand firm in condemning these atrocities, and we call on the international community
to immediately open an investigation and to bring all those responsible, including Putin, of this
atrocity accountable in front of the International Criminal Court.

3-320-0000
Janina Ochojska (PPE). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Drogie Kolezanki i drodzy Koledzy!
Przytoczone informacje zar6wno o obywatelach Ukrainy deportowanych przymusowo do Rosji,
jak i o liczbie dzieci, ktore podzielily ten sam los, sg przerazajace i niestety przywotuja na mysl
zsytki do gutagéw czlonkéw réznych narodéw w latach 40. ubieglego wieku. W XXI w. Rosja
konsekwentnie realizuje swdj plan niszczenia narodu ukraifiskiego i jego przyszlych pokolen.
Wyobrazmy sobie, Ze to wasz syn lub corka, wnuczek albo wnuczka zostang wam dzis odebrane.
Jesli bedziecie mieli wigcej szczgscia, zostaniecie deportowani na Syberi¢, pod granice z
Kazachstanem lub jeszcze dalej w glgb Rosji, ale razem. Tych, ktérzy mieli mniej szczgscia,
czekajg lata rozigki i zycia w obcym miejscu. Europo! Rosjanie na twoich oczach wyniszczaja
nardd i deportujg twoje dzieci, ktore, tak jak ty, chcialy wolnosci, réwnosci i niezaleznosci. Kto si¢
o nich upomni, jak nie Ty?
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3-321-0000
Radka Maxova (S&D). — Pani pfedsedajici, 200 tisic, to je pocet ukrajinskych déti, které byly
nasilné odvezeny do Ruska, jak na zacdtku cervna prohldsil ukrajinsky prezident Volodymyr
Zelenskyj. Zivot v oblastech vojenskych konflikt{i s sebou nese nejen riziko smrti v diisledku
stielby, ale i dalsi rizika. Statisice déti po celém svété ro¢né umiraji kviili nepfimym dopadim
valky, jako je podvyziva, nemoci, nedostatek 1ékafské péce nebo hygieny. Déti prchajici pied
valkou jsou vystaveny zvySenému riziku ndsili, zneuzivani a vykofistovani a stavaji se obétmi
obchodovani s lidmi, zejména pii pohybu pfes hranice. A jak mizeme vidét na piipadé Putinovy
vlady, je zde i riziko nezdkonnych adopci.

Vazeni kolegové z Rady, Parlamentu, Komise, nesmime toto ptehlizet. Musime nezdkonnym
adopcim predchdzet skrze systém, ktery by pomohl lépe monitorovat pfedevsim déti bez rodica
pii pfekroceni hranic. A musime zajistit obétem spravedlnost, tedy vysetfovani pachatelt vyse
zminénych zlocind. Podpofme zitra usneseni a pomozme tém, ktef{ to opravdu potiebuji.

3-322-0000
Barry Andrews (Renew). — Madam President and Commissioner, it's important at times like
these to remind ourselves of the humanitarian principles, that is the obligation on humanitarian
organisations to demonstrate independence, impartiality, humanity and neutrality, to deliver aid
to the places where it's needed most and to be completely neutral in armed conflict. The reasons
for this are to ensure that aid gets to the people who need it most, but also to protect humanitarian
workers. But it is relevant in the context of this debate, because humanitarian organisations are
relied upon to create humanitarian corridors, but also to access prisoners of war on both sides of a
conflict. We know that’s not happening right now. We don’t get the information we need because
Russia has no respect whatsoever for humanitarian principles or international humanitarian law.

So that’s why we need to have a discussion with humanitarian organisations so they can set out to
us here in the European Parliament, or our committees, exactly what steps they have been taking
to try to access the two million children that have been deported out of Ukraine into Russia. We
need to hear exactly their evidence.

The second thing we need to do is not to cut our humanitarian aid budget. At the moment, the
Commission are proposing the highest cut of any proposed cut under any heading to the 2023
budget to our humanitarian aid budget. We need to put our values in monetary terms sometimes.

3-323-0000
Jadwiga Wisniewska (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! Szanowni Paristwo! Odkad
Rosja napadta na Ukraing, ponad 2 miliony ukrainskich obywateli zostalo deportowanych w glab
Rosji. Ukrainscy cywile przetrzymywani sa w obozach filtracyjnych, de facto w gulagach, w
ktérych sg torturowani i nie majg dostegpu do zywnosci. Proceder filtracji, jaka nastgpuje w
obozach, jest taki sam jak w czasach stalinowskich. Ma charakter systematyczny, prowadzony jest
z premedytacja i ma na celu wyniszczenie narodu ukrainskiego. Putin chce zniszczenia
tozsamosci ukrainiskiej i rusyfikacji dzieci. Rosja porwala ponad 200 tysiecy ukrainskich dzieci, co
stanowi blisko 6% dziecigcej populacji Ukrainy.

Zdecydowanie wszyscy potgpiamy przymusowe deportacje cywilow oraz uprowadzenia dzieci i
nielegalng adopcje ukrainskich dzieci. Uwazamy — wszyscy tutaj si¢ w tej sprawie zgadzamy — ze
jesteSmy Swiadkami ludobéjstwa narodu ukrainskiego. Najwazniejsze jest to, zebysmy nie byli
niemi, zeby nie skoniczylo si¢ na deklaracjach, stowach wsparcia, stowach pelnych wzruszenia. A
tam ging dzieci porywane ze swoich doméw, uprowadzane, bez opieki, bez pomocy i bez nadziei.
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Dzi$§ Ukraina potrzebuje wsparcia Unii Europejskiej, wszystkich panstw czlonkowskich, takiego
wsparcia, jakie daje Polska. Dalismy schronienie obywatelom ukrainiskim, ale Ukraina potrzebuje
broni, aby mogta ochroni¢ swoich obywateli. Niech Bog btogostawi Ukrainie.

3-324-0000
Isabel Wiseler-Lima (PPE). — Madame la Présidente, la guerre d’agression non provoquée et
injustifiée lancée par la Fédération de Russie contre I'Ukraine est une atteinte a l'ordre
international. Nous devons la condamner sans réserve aucune et aider par tous les moyens le
peuple ukrainien a gagner cette guerre, pour la sécurité en Europe et pour la sauvegarde de la
démocratie sur notre continent.

Mais les exactions des officiels russes vont bien au-dela des préoccupations quant au maintien de
l'ordre international. La notion méme de dignité humaine est annihilée quand on se retrouve face
aux actes de déportation de civils a des milliers de kilometres de leur lieu de vie et a I'adoption
forcée d’enfants ukrainiens en Russie. Ce sont des actes abjects qui rappellent des temps que nous
avions espéré révolus sur le continent européen. Ils sont pourtant commis a grande échelle
puisque le chiffre annoncé est de plus d'un million et demi d’Ukrainiens déportés, dont plus de
2000000 enfants.

Ces actes ne peuvent rester impunis. Aussi faut-il ne ménager aucun effort pour rassembler les
preuves des crimes commis et traduire le plus rapidement possible les coupables devant un
tribunal international.

3-325-0000
Zgloszenia z sali

3-326-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). - Madam President, for me this resolution is a hodgepodge of unverified
and wildly exaggerated claims laced with a strong dose of hypocrisy, as the right-wing groups beat
their breasts over mass data collection and mistreatment during secret security screening of
refugees, all seasoned with a hearty dollop of pure invention.

There’s no doubt about it that the stuff the Russians are doing in screening Ukrainians entering
Russia is bad: fingerprinting, facial biometrics, invasive background checks, detention — all nasty
stuff that would be very familiar to anybody who tried to enter the European Union over the past
decades.

There’s no question that those detained in screening are having a horrible time. But I don't
remember the right wing jumping up and down about the detention filtration camps in the
European Union, where refugees are kept for years, where the conditions are so bad that people
set fire to themselves to end the horror.

We have a UN statement on this issue — it's a world away from this resolution. There should be an
investigation of verified claims, and international bodies need to take human rights seriously.
Parliament should stop turning itself into a pathetic parrot parody of a tabloid newspaper.

3-327-0000
Mick Wallace (The Left). - Madam President, there is a huge leap from what the Assistant UN
Secretary-General for Human Rights told the Security Council a week ago and what this resolution
is claiming. The Secretary-General spoke about human rights violations at the site of security
checks of Ukrainians. She also raised concerns that the Russian authorities have adopted a
simplified procedure to grant Russian citizenship to children without parental care. Under Article
50 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, the Russian Federation is prohibited from changing these
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children’s personal status, including nationality. It is also highly concerning that normal
procedures around family reunification appear to be disregarded.

But the resolution is stating that between 1and 2.5 million Ukrainians have been forcibly
deported to Russia. These are the ridiculous claims of Kyiv and Washington made with no
supporting scientific evidence in the fog of war. We should call on Russia to respect international
law and the Global Compact for Migration, as should the EU, and Parliament should not be used
to regurgitate unfounded accusations.

3-328-0000
(Koniec zgtoszeti z sali)

3-329-0000
Elisa Ferreira, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of the
European Parliament, the European Union’s position on Russia’s justified and unprovoked war of
aggression against Ukraine is clear: the European Union stands by Ukraine as long as it takes, and
the European Union takes action against Russia, the aggressor and the perpetrator of atrocities
and crimes against Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.

First, the European Union has adopted the largest sanctions package ever, and nothing, nothing is
off the table. Russia is heading for the worst recession since 1990. Second, just last week, the
European Union fully suspended the visa facilitation agreement. Third, the European Union is
working with partners around the world to counter Russian disinformation, raising awareness
that it is Russia’s aggression, not Western sanctions, which is aggravating the food and energy
crisis. Fourth, the European Union seeks to isolate Russia in international fora and calling it out for
its breaches of international law and international humanitarian law. And finally, the European
Union is supporting all efforts on accountability, seeking to document the evidence needed to
hold the perpetrators of war crimes accountable.

We have, like the honourable Members, heard the allegations of forced removal to territories
under Russian military control or to the Russian Federation itself. We are particularly concerned
that the United Nations Human Rights Office has found credible allegations of forced transfers of
unaccompanied minors.

We encourage United Nations entities and the non-governmental human rights organisations to
pursue their work in documenting these allegations in order to have a solid picture of their scope
and their scale. While awaiting further reports on the situation on the ground, we demand that all
persons reported disappeared or missing in Ukraine, must be searched for, located and released or
returned. Therefore we call for unimpeded access by UN entities, ICRC and civil society, to all
areas where civilians are detained. We also demand that any checks and filtrations and any
detention that may follow such checks takes place in a legal framework, respecting the principles
of necessity and proportionality.

We remind that forcible transfers of civilians is prohibited under international humanitarian law,
notably the Geneva Convention. All cases of enforced disappearances must be duly investigated
and those responsible therefore held accountable for war crimes.

Let me finally underline the fate of persons in the most vulnerable situations — in this context,
namely women and children — they face risks which include sexual exploitation, trafficking, sexual
violence far from the public eye. It is our common duty to focus on accountability and on
widespread condemnation.

3-330-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Zamykam debate. Glosowanie odbedzie si¢ w czwartek 15 wrzesnia 2022 .
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15.2. Lamanie praw cztowieka w Ugandzie i Tanzanii w zwigzku z inwestycjami
w przedsigwzigcia dotyczgce paliw kopalnych

3-332-0000

Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest debata nad szeScioma

projektami rezolucji w sprawie famania praw czlowieka w Ugandzie i Tanzanii w zwiazku z
inwestycjami w przedsigwzigcia dotyczace paliw kopalnych (2022/2826(RSP))*.

" Patrz protokoét posiedzenia.

3-333-0000
Tomas Zdechovsky, Autor. — Pani pfedsedajici, vdZend pani komisaiko, Evropsky parlament je v
této rezoluci absolutné jednotny a vzkazuje podporu lidu Ugandy a Tanzanie, ktery byl pod
velkym tlakem. Zaroven také cti soudni proces a duvéfuje vladé ve francouzském soudnictvi.
Vyjednadvani byla tvrda, ale chtél bych podékovat svému socialistickému kolegovi Larrouturouovi
za pripravenou rezoluci a velmi kvalitni a objektivni spolupraci. Napfi¢ stranami bez vyjimek,
véetné strany Verts/ALE, mliZeme fict, Ze tam najdeme otisk nasi stopy. Shodli jsme se na
porusovani lidskych prav, ke kterému maze dochdzet v souvislosti s investicnimi projekty do
fosilnich paliv, coz povazujeme za nepiipustné. Zaroven vsak bezpochyby rozvojové projekty
jsou dulezité pro ekonomicky rist regionu a tento rtist my nezpochybnujeme. Je proto dilezZité,
abychom zhodnocovali vSechny projekty a jejich dasledky z hlediska dopadii na obyvatele i
zivotni prostiedi, a proto véiim, Ze tato rezoluce pfispéje k tomuto cili.

3-334-0000
Pierre Larrouturou, auteur. — Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, chers amis, chere
Elisa Ferreira, cet été, nous sommes allés sur le terrain avec Katalin, avec Marie, avec Malte. Nous
avons passé neuf jours en Ouganda et nous avons vu et entendu des personnes qui ont témoigné
de violations gravissimes des droits humains. J’en suis vraiment encore bouleversé. Nous avons vu
et entendu des familles de paysans qui ne peuvent plus utiliser leur terre normalement depuis
quatre ans, mais qui n‘ont pas recu I'argent que Total devait leur donner. Et si les parents n’ont pas
d’argent, les enfants ne peuvent pas aller a I'école. Les plus vieux n'ont pas acces a la santé. Et s'il
n'y a pas d’argent pour tous les enfants, on va plutot envoyer les garcons que les filles, et ¢a accroit
les discriminations.

La résolution d’'urgence sur laquelle nous avons travaillé avec Tomas, que je remercie, avec Katalin
et Malte, que je remercie aussi, ainsi que leurs équipes, cette résolution que nous allons voter
demain concerne plus de 1000000 personnes dans leur vie quotidienne. Ce sont
1000000 personnes qui souffrent aujourd’hui, pour beaucoup d’entre elles, et potentiellement plus
de 40 millions d’autres personnes qui auraient de gros problemes pour I'acces a I'eau si ce pipeline
EACOP venait a casser a cause de tremblements de terre ou pour d’autres raisons. Et ceux et celles
qui se battent la-bas le font avec un courage incroyable. Incroyable. Et je suis fier que notre
Parlement soit rassemblé aujourd’hui pour faire entendre leur voix. Il nous arrive d’étre divisés,
comme dans tous les parlements. Mais Tomas, tu l'as dit, aujourd’hui nous sommes rassemblés
pour porter la voix de ceux et celles qui souffrent et qui veulent se battre pour la dignité humaine.

Nous pouvons étre fiers que notre Parlement, dans sa résolution, porte la voix de Yosh, ce vieux
monsieur tres respecté dans son village, qui a fait plus de 50 jours de prison sans aucune raison
valable, juste parce qu'il voulait faire valoir les droits des paysans de son village. Nous pouvons
étre fiers de porter la voix de Frédéric, Fred, qui était un des paysans venu témoigner a Paris devant
la justice. Son seul probleme, cest qu'il a témoigné devant la justice francaise. Et quand il est
revenu, il a dit devant nous, députés, devant les caméras, il a dit: «Je me cache. A cause de Total, je
me cache avec ma famille». Sa femme était en train de nourrir leur bébé. Je me cache avec ma
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famille a cause de Total. Quand je suis rentré de France ot javais témoigné, quelqu'un m’a appelé
et m'a dit “Si vous gagnez votre proces, on vous tue”». Si vous gagnez votre proces, on vous tue.

Chers collegues, il est fondamental que cette résolution soit votée et demain nous pourrons
appeler ceux et celles qui sont en Ouganda et en Tanzanie pour dire que le Parlement est uni pour
se battre avec eux et avec elles pour les droits fondamentaux et pour 'avenir de la planete.

3-335-0000
Katalin Cseh, author. — Madam President, this summer, as the Parliament went into summer
recess, a small delegation of us travelled to Uganda. But however beautiful the country is, we did
not go there for holidays. We were there because one of the world’s most biologically diverse
regions is in grave danger. The communities whose livelihood depends on this region are facing
an existential threat. And those civil society actors and journalists who are courageous enough to
point this out are harassed, detained and persecuted.

The East African Crude Oil Pipeline might have the potential to bring economic benefits for
Ugandans and Tanzanians, but this must not happen at the expense of irreversible damage to
natural reserves. This cannot happen to the detriment of human rights and through the suffering
of hundreds of thousands of people who are being displaced by this project.

So this is why we are calling on the Ugandan and Tanzanian authorities to stop hindering the
work of observers and civil society organisations who want to ensure that the construction inflicts
no damage on the local population and nature. And, at the same time, we are also asking
TotalEnergies to halt the project for one year in order to assess a better alternative pipeline.

Just because local authorities turn a blind eye on something does not mean that it is right or
moral. And European companies should be aware of that. They should lead by example, by
respecting the principles of corporate due diligence, the rights of those impacted by investments,
and an obligation to preserve our environment.

If this does not happen voluntarily, that it will after we enact a mandatory corporate due diligence
framework for all European companies. But until then, we have to stand up for the rights of
Ugandans and Tanzanians because it seems their own government will not do it for themselves.

3-336-0000
Malte Gallée, author. — Madam President, dear colleagues and of course, dear people with an
interest on the further existence of us on this beautiful planet, end of July I was in Uganda, and on
the very first day I read the headline on the front page of a newspaper stating that 900 people had
just died from hunger due to the severe droughts there. And only one week later I read the exact
opposite: heavy rains had caused landslides and destroyed dozens of houses.

All around the world, we experience the pure brutality of the ongoing climate crisis. Droughts,
fires, floods — they hit the most vulnerable the hardest, like destroying their livelihoods and leaving
them with the questions whether their land will still be home to their children. And we all know
this is because of our destruction of the world’s climates and environment. And yet in Uganda and
Tanzania, big companies like to say that they plan to construct the longest heated pipeline in the
world that would additionally emit 34 million tons of carbon to our atmosphere every year,
affecting more than 100 000 people and put severe risks on one of the most diverse ecosystems in
the world.

[ call on the governments of Uganda and Tanzania to stop the East African crude oil pipeline and
invest in future-proof technologies. Oil export will not solve energy poverty. Solar panels and
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wind turbines, they do. You have all the potential to go for 100% renewables in all sectors, please
use it!

And to all the companies that prefer to be part of the problem, you can do better, be a part of the
solution and work for the benefit of the local communities.

3-337-0000

Ryszard Czarnecki, autor. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Komisarz! Dlaczego zajmujemy si¢
krajami na innym kontynencie? Moze dlatego, ze cz¢$¢ panstw czltonkowskich Unii to kraje
kolonialne, ktore kiedys czerpaly wielkie zyski z tego tytulu. Moze dlatego, ze w tych krajach
dzialaja z duzymi zyskami europejskie firmy. Moze dlatego jednak, Ze dla wielu mieszkancow
tych kontynentéw Unia Europejska, przy wszystkich swoich wadach i bledach, jest Zrédtem
nadziei? Ostatnio bylem w jednym z krajow azjatyckich. Spotykalem si¢ ze zwyklymi
mieszkancami, pokrzywdzonymi. I oni wierza w Uni¢. Moze czgsto bardziej niz my.

Dzisiaj méwimy o ludziach, ktérzy mieszkajg w pigknej okolicy Wielkich Jezior Afrykanskich.
100 tysigcy os6b moze stamtad zostaé wysiedlonych, bo rzeczywiScie powstaje najdtuzszy
ropocigg na $wiecie. Z jednej strony mozna powiedzieC: to dobrze, ze takie inwestycje maja
miejsce w Afryce. Z drugiej strony nalezy zapytaé: jakim kosztem. I dobrze, Ze o to pytamy ponad
podziatami politycznymi.

Na koniec, pozwolcie Pafistwo, Ze zacytuje motto do znanej ksigzki angielskiego pisarza — mowie
o Hemingwayu — ktory, cytujac angielskiego poete J. Donne’a, pisat: ,Nie pytaj, komu bije dzwon,
bije on tobie”. Wlasnie dlatego zajmujemy si¢ ta sprawa.

3-338-0000

Miguel Urbdn Crespo, autor. — Sefiora presidenta, el oleoducto de Africa Oriental es un ejemplo
mds de como el nuevo colonialismo europeo extrae beneficios mientras externaliza los costes
humanos y ecolégicos. Otro caso flagrante de expolio de los recursos naturales de un pais africano
y de la violacion de los derechos ambientales y sociales de un pueblo. Y todo esto con la
inestimable cooperacién de Gobiernos europeos como el francés. Varias investigaciones han
denunciado no solo el apoyo de las autoridades francesas a las actividades de la empresa Total en
Uganda sino también las puertas giratorias, que funcionan como un auténtico premio para
politicas y politicos complacientes con los intereses de las multinacionales.

Aun asi, o mds bien por ello, esta Resolucion no solo no ha querido exigir la suspension inmediata
de este proyecto, sino que ni siquiera pide la moratoria de un afio de Total. En 2021 la Agencia
Internacional de la Energia advirti6 que para evitar los efectos mas destructivos de la crisis
climética se necesitaba detener inmediatamente el desarrollo de nuevos yacimientos de petréleo y
gas. Pero en este Parlamento seguimos ignorando estas recomendaciones.

La crisis climatica que enfrentamos puede ser uno de los mayores retos y peligros que tenemos
como sociedad. No podemos seguir como si no pasara nada. Es fundamental acabar con una
politica neocolonial y extractivista europea en los paises africanos, como en Uganda y en
Tanzania, que no solo tiene un alto coste medioambiental sino también social, porque no hay
planeta B. Los beneficios de las multinacionales nunca pueden valer mas que las vidas de las
personas.

3-339-0000
Maria Arena, au nom du groupe S§D. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, il est bien
connu que 'Ouganda nest pas une terre des droits de 'homme. Tout le monde le sait.
M. Museveni, qui est en place depuis 36 ans, et son entourage sont responsables d’actes de
répression violente envers toutes les oppositions, dont les membres sont arrétés arbitrairement,
enlevés, injustement poursuivis, voire massacrés.
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Récemment, ce déchainement a pris pour cible les ONG qui travaillent sur les questions liées aux
projets d’exploitation pétroliere dans la région. Ces ONG défendent tout simplement le droit des
familles et des communautés qui sont déplacées suite a la décision d'installer cet oléoduc, qui est
un oléoduc de 2 000 kilometres entre 'Ouganda et la Tanzanie. Derriére ce projet, nous avons une
entreprise, qui est une entreprise européenne qui s'appelle Total Energie. Cette entreprise a obtenu
la licence d’exploitation. Alors, bien entendu, Total Energie est complice de ce qui se passe et ce
que nous avons vu sur le terrain est tout simplement inacceptable. Des familles victimes qui ne
sont pas compensées de leurs pertes, des enfants qui ne peuvent plus aller a I'école, des familles qui
ne sont plus nourries. Tout cela, c’est la complicité de Total. Cest une entreprise européenne.
Nous voulons la responsabilité des entreprises, la due diligence. Ces entreprises doivent payer et
doivent cesser leurs actes qui sont inacceptables aujourd’hui en Afrique et ailleurs.

3-340-0000
Yannick Jadot, au nom du groupe Verts/ ALE. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, il y
a eu des paroles tres fortes dans cet hémicycle ce matin, y compris de la présidente de la
Commission. Sur les atrocités en Ukraine, sur le chaos climatique, sur les valeurs européennes, sur
les droits humains et évidemment sur 'absolue nécessité de sortir des énergies fossiles.

Alors il y a un projet qui est totalement a l'opposé de tout ce que nous avons dit ce matin: c’est ce
projet en Ouganda et en Tanzanie. Ceest la violation des droits humains, c’est la destruction du
climat, la destruction de la biodiversité. Et il y a un groupe pétrolier qui est a l'opposé de tout ce
que nous avons dit ce matin: c’est Total Energie. Total Energie complice de crimes de guerre en
Ukraine. Total Energie complice de violations des droits humains en Ouganda et en Tanzanie.
Total Energie coupable de crimes contre I'environnement.

Ce Parlement et la Commission européenne doivent exiger que la France, son président et son
gouvernement cessent d’aider diplomatiquement, politiquement, financierement, militairement,
Total Energie en Ouganda et en Tanzanie. Total Energie doit sortir de limpunité et de
lirresponsabilité. Nous, nous y sommes dans la responsabilité et la responsabilité du climat.

3-341-0000
Helmut Scholz, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prasidentin, Frau Kommissarin! Erst
kiirzlich im Juni hat unser Haus mit meinem Bericht zu den Handelsbeziehungen zwischen der EU
und Afrika eindeutig gefordert, dass es ein Umdenken in den Wirtschaftsbeziehungen geben muss.

Die geplante Ausbeutung der Olreserven von Uganda durch die Konzerne Total aus Frankreich
und Chinas CNOOC spricht dem Hohn. Es ist ein unwiirdiges Projekt des alten Stils. Es bringt
Ostafrika wirtschaftlich keinen Fortschritt. Der Abtransport des Rohols durch eine Pipeline quer
durch Uganda und Tansania ans Meer gefihrdet die Umwelt. Menschen werden
zwangsumgesiedelt. Vom geforderten Ol bleibt nichts aufer Dreck in der Region. Es wird
komplett in Europa und China verkauft.

Bauen sollen die Pipeline Firmen aus Australien und China. 15 Banken haben die Finanzierung der
drei Milliarden Projektkosten wegen Umweltbedenken abgelehnt. Ich erwarte von der EU-
Kommission die Zusicherung, dass keine europaischen Ausfallbiirgschaften bereitgestellt werden.
Frau Kommissarin, die Kommission teilt in ihrer Stellungnahme zu meinem Parlamentsbericht
unsere Sicht. Ich erwarte also konkretes Handeln. Menschen vor Profite!

3-342-0000
Hannes Heide (S&D). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, when huge oil fields were
discovered on the shores of Lake Albert in Uganda in 2006, it was hoped that this would lead to a
significant new source of foreign investment for economic uprising.
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But the hope is offset by the great potential danger of the plans, which have been marred by
allegations of human rights violations, slow payments, disruption of children’s education, loss of
traditional sources of livelihood, and unclear resettlement processes.

The health, food security and water supply of hundreds of thousands of people would be
threatened, and the expected oil spills would affect people’s livelihoods as well as the rich
ecosystem, nature and climate.

Journalists and activists who would report critically on the developments are intimidated and, in
some cases, arrested. Ecologically diversity is threatened. Up to 140 oil wells are to be drilled in
Murchison Falls National Park.

We need to listen, inform and respond to communities concerned in Uganda and Tanzania. And
we need to defend the human rights defenders and ensure human rights advocates, journalists and
civil society groups are free to carry out the work in communities at risk.

3-343-0000
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, Total Energie et les autres
investisseurs menent deux mégaprojets qui violent les droits humains de plus
de 100 000 personnes en Afrique de I'Est. Pour les populations, ces gisements de pétrole sont plus
une malédiction qu'une source de développement. Cet oléoduc géant chauffé a 50 degrés traverse
la Tanzanie et 'Ouganda et engendre des dégats environnementaux dans la flore et la faune, car
I'oléoduc transporte le pétrole, ce qui provoque des déplacements massifs de populations, qui sont
privées de moyens de subsistance. Ceci cause et va causer la famine et favoriser la déscolarisation
des jeunes, spécialement des filles. Obligés de céder leurs terres, les agriculteurs n'ont pas vu
I'ombre de compensations financieres. Les opposants au projet pétrolier sont considérés comme
des ennemis du gouvernement et victimes de menaces d’arrestation et d’emprisonnement. Le cri
du coeur des activistes, dont la fondatrice de Fridays for Future en Ouganda, nous interpelle. Elle
voit I'avenir des jeunes de sa génération brisé au profit d'un capitalisme de mauvais aloi.

Une fois de plus, l'exploitation de I'énergie fossile n‘engendre pas seulement une tragédie
écologique, mais aussi une tragédie humaine. Il est fondamental que cette résolution soit votée
demain, afin que les Ougandais et les Tanzaniens sachent que le Parlement européen les soutient.

3-344-0000
Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, chers collegues,
la situation est simple: pour respecter nos engagements climatiques, nous devons impérativement
laisser les énergies fossiles sous les sols. Or, le projet dont nous parlons aujourd’hui ne se
contentera pas d’entrainer 'émission de 33 millions de tonnes de CO2, c’est-a-dire deux fois les
émissions cumulées de 'Ouganda et de la Tanzanie, mais risquera aussi la pollution du lac Albert
et traversera seize réserves naturelles supposément protégées, ot vivent pres d'un millier d’especes
comme les girafes de Rothschild, les éléphants ou les hippopotames. Avec pourtant I'appui des
Européens.

Car ce projet est en effet celui de Total Energie, I'une des seules sociétés de statut européen et
170 pollueur mondial. La méme firme qui collaborait hier encore avec la junte birmane et
alimentait les bombardiers russes. Total Energie, dont la stratégie de déploiement vise a produire
en 2030 47 % de plus — de plus — de pétrole et de gaz qu'au moment de la signature de I'accord de
Paris. Une stratégie contre laquelle se sont alliés quinze collectivités, pas des activistes, pas des
ONG, mais des collectivités qui ont mené Total et ses bombes climatiques devant la justice. Un
projet pourtant soutenu en haut lieu par le gouvernement francais, indifférent au sort réservé au
vivant comme aux centaines de milliers de déplacés également muselés.
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Non, ce projet ne bénéficiera pas aux populations locales. Ceest la perpétuation du pillage du
continent africain et de la destruction de la nature. Le pétrole nuit aux populations locales. Elles
sont déplacées, victimes de violences et d’exactions, car les enjeux économiques sont trop
importants et seule une infime partie de la manne pétroliere leur bénéficiera vraiment. Ceux qui
s'enrichissent, ce sont les actionnaires.

Les vies africaines comptent. Il est temps de les respecter. Et le vivant se meurt. Il est temps de le
protéger. Il faut entendre la voix de celles et de ceux qui, en Ouganda et en Tanzanie, s'opposent a
ce projet, de ces jeunes qui ne savent que trop que préserver leur futur implique d’avoir le courage,
oui le courage de renoncer a un projet comme EACOP.

Il était essentiel que le Parlement se saisisse de ce sujet et fasse écho a ces mobilisations
ougandaises et tanzaniennes. Car non, le pétrole ne se boit pas et, comme le disait Albert Camus,
je me révolte, donc nous sommes. Alors révoltons-nous.

3-345-0000
Michéle Rivasi (Verts/ALE). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, je trouve que
vraiment, on est en plein paradoxe. Ce matin méme, notre présidente de la Commission disait qu’il
faut absolument lutter contre le réchauffement climatique. Il faut lutter contre les énergies fossiles.
Et quest-ce qu’on voit en Afrique, notamment en Ouganda et en Tanzanie? On voit que Total
Energie est impliqué dans des atteintes inacceptables au climat. Clest une véritable bombe
climatique, en fait. Que ce soit au Tilenga, ses 400 puits de forage pétrolier, et notamment en
bordure d'un des plus grands lacs d’Afrique, qui sont tres riches en biodiversité, ou le projet
EACOP, c’est un projet de méga-oléoduc de Total de 1 443 kilometres de long. C'est 'équivalent
de Bruxelles-Madrid, quand on regarde. Il sera en plus chauffé a 50 degrés. C’est donc un projet qui
présente tous les ingrédients d’un écocide. Vous savez, le déplacement des populations,
l'accaparement des terres, la destruction d’écosystemes, la mise en péril de la sécurité alimentaire,
la violation des droits humains. Donc je demande aux collegues de voter cette résolution parce que
ce sera un signe de la nécessité d’arréter ce projet.

Mais jinterpelle aussi la Commission parce que la Commission européenne aide — javais
interpellé Mme Urpilainen. On aide 'Ouganda et la Tanzanie, donc il faut qu’on fasse pression vis-
a-vis de ces gouvernements. Et puis il faut quand méme que la France, avec Total Energie, soit
cohérente avec sa lutte contre le réchauffement climatique. Donc on demande l'arrét de ce projet.

3-346-0000
Zgloszenia z sali

3-347-0000
Manon Aubry (The Left). - Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, enfin. Enfin, notre Parlement
se décide a adopter une résolution contre les violations massives des droits humains de Total. Clest
la méme entreprise qui nous fait les poches a la pompe, qui détruit une région entiere a l'autre
bout du monde. Total est en passe de commettre I'un des plus grands crimes humains et
écologiques de notre histoire avec son projet de forer 400 puits de pétrole dans les parcs naturels
ougandais et de construire un oléoduc chauffé a 50 degrés. Des dizaines de milliers de personnes
ont déja été jetées sur les routes pour que Total puisse poser cette nouvelle bombe climatique pour
satisfaire la soif de quelques actionnaires.

Alors, c’est a nous aujourd’hui de prendre nos responsabilités, d’exiger a la fois I'arrét de cette folie
EACOP et la fin de I'impunité pour les multinationales. C’est a nous, puisque Emmanuel Macron
lui-méme soutient personnellement Total aupreés du président ougandais. Cest & nous, puisque
I’Etat francais ne semble pas vouloir respecter la loi sur le devoir de vigilance et stopper le projet de
Total. Cest a nous enfin, puisque nous avons l'occasion historique de faire mieux avec la directive
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européenne sur le devoir de vigilance. Voila pourquoi il faudra bien davantage d’ambition pour
qu'enfin on cesse avec I'impunité des multinationales.

3-348-0000
Mick Wallace (The Left). - Madam President, climate systems’ break down is barrelling ahead at
full speed and we're recommending that TotalEnergies undertake a feasibility study on an
environmentally friendly road for the 1 400-kilometre-long pipeline.

The question should be what we do with the likes of TotalEnergies. We make all kinds of
agreements on climate action, and these companies behave like there is no climate disaster. In fact,
the scrambling to tap into new oil fields. Over USD 500 billion will be spent on developing new
oil fields between now and 2030.

Conflicts are raging around the world, especially where climate disaster is undermining
sustainable living for the many. And oil companies are persuading governments to send armies
and militias to quash the instability so that they can safely extract the fossil fuels that will intensify
the climate crisis.

This is a downward spiral towards oblivion. But under the system of capitalism, the profits of
merchants of debt like TotalEnergies are more important than life itself.

3-349-0000
(Koniec zgloszeti z sali)

3-350-0000
Elisa Ferreira, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members of the
European Parliament, the European Union, through its delegations in Kampala and Dar es Salaam
and locally represented European Union Member States, have been following closely the progress
in these projects over numerous years. We have been discussing developments with civil society
organisations, economic operators and government authorities. The projects will be put on the
agenda of the next political dialogue with the respective countries.

We have encouraged TotalEnergies to implement the company’s responsibilities under the
framework of the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. We have also
supported civil society to assess the human rights implications and environmental challenges the
projects represent and to monitor the impact on affected communities, advocate for the respect
for human rights, and facilitate dialogue between the local communities, the government and
companies.

The European Union is prioritising its efforts on the green and climate transitions, as you
mentioned today, to contribute to a better conservation, restoration and protection of natural
resources and biodiversity — also, of course, of Uganda — as well as with a specific focus on forests.

In this regard the European Union is in discussions with the Government of Uganda to develop a
forest partnership. The European Union has supported Uganda’s membership in the Extractive
Industry Transparency Initiative (EITI) and on the preparation of the first progress report. This is,
we think, an important step for transparency in extracting resources, including oil.

We also established a multi-stakeholder group representing government, the private sector and
civil society to facilitate this dialogue. Currently, the European Union delegation in Kampala is
preparing for a new EUR 5 million action on business and human rights, which will include a
focus on improving respect for community rights affected by private-sector developments
connected to natural resources. The European Union will follow up with the governments on the
decisions of the ongoing court cases.
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Thank you very much for raising the issue and for your permanent interest in the subject.

3-351-0000
Przewodniczaca. - Zamykam debate. Glosowanie odbedzie si¢ w czwartek 15 wrze$nia 2022 1.

15.3. Nikaragua, zwlaszcza aresztowanie biskupa Ronalda Alvareza

3-353-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest debata nad szeScioma
projektami rezolucji w sprawie Nikaragui, zwlaszcza aresztowania biskupa Ronalda Alvareza
(2022/2827(RSP))"

" Patrz protokot posiedzenia.

3-354-0000
Zeljana Zovko, author. - Madam President, Madam Commissioner, on 19 August this year, the
Bishop of Matagalpa, Ronaldo Alvarez, together with other clerics, was arbitrarily arrested and
placed under house arrest by the Nicaraguan regime.

I condemn in the strongest possible terms the politically biased arrests and the persecution of the
Catholic Church and others in Nicaragua and call for the immediate release of those arbitrarily
detained.

Bishop Alvarez is publicly outspoken and openly calls for the respect of democracy and freedom
of religion in his country.

I lived all my life with similar histories that the Communist regime did in my country. The Bishop
Cule of Mostar, who was held in a prison for 10 years because he wanted to build a cathedral in a
town where it was never allowed until the ‘80s, or with Cardinal Stepinac, who was poisoned in
prison for defending his people and the right to freedom of religion.

I praised all the groups that they finally understand that the persecution of Christians and
Catholics and the church that stands with their people, that it is important in this place that we
speak about that. With this resolution, we repeat the message and show support to the people of
Nicaragua and the Catholic Church. We will remain with that.

And I will finish and close with Cardinal Stepinac’s words, ‘when they take everything away from
you, the only things you have is two hands; you start praying and you are the strongest then’.

3-355-0000
Isabel Santos, Autora. — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissaria, em menos de trés anos foram
aprovadas por este Parlamento cinco resolucdes sobre a deterioragao da situagdo na Nicardgua em
matéria de direitos humanos e de Estado de direito.

A corrupgdo, a promiscuidade entre o poder politico e o poder judicial, a detencdo arbitraria de
opositores politicos, jornalistas, defensores de direitos humanos, a perseguicdo e o encerramento
de organizacdes ndo governamentais e 6rgdos de comunica¢do social, bem como os ataques a
Igreja Catdlica, sdo o retrato do perturbador estado de restri¢do das liberdades fundamentais e do
medo em que os cidaddos da Nicardgua vivem submergidos.

O caso da perseguicdo do bispo Rolando Alvarez, que terminou na sua detengdo domicilidria por
discordar das decisdes do governo, é mais um numa cada vez mais longa lista de casos. Um caso
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que redundou também no encerramento das estagdes de radio que difundiam as palavras do bispo
e na detengdo de alguns clérigos que o acompanhavam na sua pardéquia.

Pedimos para todos eles a rdpida libertagdo, sem qualquer tipo de condi¢des, porque ndo
aceitamos qualquer tipo de condi¢des. Pedimos a liberdade para todos estes e para todos, todos os
presos politicos na Nicardgua. Ndo hd ditaduras boas e mds, sio todas simplesmente deplordveis e
as violacdes de direitos humanos e do Estado de direito sdo todas exatamente isso e s6 podem ser
veementemente combatidas, seja onde for.

No caso da Nicardgua, ndo hd como iludir. O guerrilheiro sandinista Ortega converteu-se numa
grotesca caricatura do ditador Somoza, que ajudou a combater. Triste retrato. A revolugdo
sandinista sucumbiu e, chegados a esta rota, cabe-nos apenas ampliar a lista dos sancionados a
Ortega e a todos os seus sequazes, e reforgar o apoio a sociedade civil dentro do pais e a todos os
que sdo forcados a fugir e procurar protecio fora da Nicaragua.

3-356-0000
José Ramoén Bauza Diaz, autor. — Seflora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, hoy defendemos a la
Iglesia catélica de Nicaragua. Hoy defendemos al obispo Rolando Alvarez, al auxiliar Silvio Béez, a
las Hermanas de la Caridad de Santa Teresa de Calcuta y a los miles de sacerdotes anénimos que
Unicamente tratan de dar esperanza a un pueblo cuyo dictador quiere robar. Daniel Ortega y
Rosario Murillo han perseguido, encarcelado y expulsado a toda disidencia politica en Nicaragua y
ahora quieren subyugar a la Iglesia catdlica.

Ante esto es ante lo que hoy nos pronunciamos. Nos pronunciamos ante el verano mds negro de
la historia de la Iglesia en Nicaragua. Lamentablemente, hoy, una vez mds, por segunda vez en
menos de seis meses, denunciamos un hecho ruin y mezquino que solo dictadores del tipo de
Ortega son capaces de superar: acabar con el dltimo resquicio de libertad de los seres humanos,
acabar con nuestra dignidad.

La persecucién de la Iglesia catdlica no ha dejado de crecer en los tltimos afios y esta es la primera
vez que vemos a una iglesia mayoritaria en un pais ser victima de la represion ante los ojos de toda
la comunidad internacional.

La Iglesia de Nicaragua es la tltima institucién en pie y con legitimidad para oponerse al proyecto
totalitario de dictadores, como es el caso de Ortega y Murillo. Por eso mismo, sefiorias, la
Resolucion que el Pleno debe aprobar no puede quedarse exclusivamente en una denuncia contra
la represi6n a la Iglesia. No es solo eso. El obispo Alvarez representa mucho mds. Representa a un
pueblo sometido a los designios de un dictador. Y por eso mismo, todos aquellos a quienes Daniel
Ortega ha quitado la voz hablardn hoy mediante esta Resolucién.

3-357-0000
Jordi Solé, autor. — Sefiora presidenta, una vez mds este Parlamento condena firmemente la deriva
represiva y autoritaria del Gobierno de Nicaragua. Ya lo hicimos en junio pasado y lo volvemos a
hacer ahora, porque desgraciadamente las cosas no han hecho mds que empeorar. A lo que ya
dijimos en nuestra Resolucién de junio tenemos ahora que afiadir la condena de la persecucion de
miembros de la Iglesia catdlica.

Encarcelando al obispo Rolando Alvarez, quien defendi6 siempre el didlogo y una salida pacifica al
conflicto que se vive en Nicaragua, Ortega y Murillo silencian a una de las Gltimas voces criticas y
libres que quedaban en el interior del pais. Pero cuando se queden sin criticos, sin disidentes,
cuando ya hayan ahogado del todo al pluralismo politico, a los medios libres y a la sociedad civil,
cuando en el pais solo queden afectos al régimen y mucha gente callada, con miedo a hablar,
cuando en las cdrceles ya no quede mds espacio para traidores a la patria, como llaman las
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autoridades nicaragiienses a aquellos que defienden la democracia y los derechos humanos,
entonces, squé les va a quedar?

Les quedard, quizas, el placer de creer que lo tienen todo controlado, un pais a sus pies y al servicio
de sus intereses, que es lo que quieren todos los dictadores. Pero serd, si no lo es ya, un pais con
demasiadas heridas, con demasiada represién y con demasiado miedo como para poder dar lo
mejor de si mismo.

Reiteramos nuestra llamada a que se libere a todos los presos y presas politicos, a que se permita el
regreso de todas las personas exiliadas y a que se permita que las 1 800 ONG clausuradas vuelvan
a operar en el pais, y a la Union Europea a que tome nuevas medidas que puedan contribuir a
revertir y reconducir la situacion en términos de respeto de los derechos humanos.

3-358-0000
Susanna Ceccardi, autrice. — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, I'arresto di monsignor
Alvarez e di alcuni seminaristi ¢ solo l'ultima delle persecuzioni messe in atto dal regime
sandinista di Daniel Ortega. Esattamente come a Cuba, I'’America Latina ¢ succube di una sedicente
democrazia di sinistra diventata col tempo una spietata dittatura.

Purtroppo nel mondo siamo costretti ancora ad assistere a situazioni con Paesi dove il popolo &
schiavo dei dittatori: a parole difensori e tutori di diritti sociali, umani ed economici ma nei fatti
persone come Ortega: repressione, violenze, rapimenti, estorsioni e corruzione.

Questo succede oggi in Nicaragua, nel 2022, dove le segnalazioni per il mancato rispetto dei diritti
umani non si contano pit. Ad essere presi di mira sono negli ultimi tempi soprattutto i
rappresentanti della Chiesa cattolica, arrestati o perseguitati per la loro fede. In Nicaragua i
religiosi, tra aprile 2018 e maggio 2022, sono stati vittime di ben 190 attacchi; solamente
quest’ultimo anno il regime di Ortega ha messo al bando quasi 400 organizzazioni senza scopo di
lucro, molte delle quali legate alla Chiesa cattolica, privandole del loro status giuridico. Suore
missionarie impegnate al fianco di poveri espulse dal Paese; preti incarcerati; organizzazioni no
profit legate alla Chiesa cattolica soppresse.

Immagino che, se tutto cio fosse accaduto in un altro Paese, chiunque qui si sarebbe mobilitato in
difesa della liberta, della democrazia e del diritto. Vogliamo ancora aspettare che un nuovo
vescovo martire vada ad aggiungersi ai tanti che la Chiesa latinoamericana, purtroppo, ha
registrato nel secolo scorso? Penso a monsignor Romero in Salvador e non voglio credere che
qualcuno voglia respingere questo evidente parallelismo solo perché, invece di una feroce
dittatura militare, siamo di fronte a una feroce dittatura socialista.

In Nicaragua ci sono terroristi che scappano da anni dalla giustizia. Il Presidente Ortega, infatti,
protegge il terrorista italiano Alessio Casimirri, implicato nel rapimento e nell'uccisione dell’ex
Presidente del Consiglio Aldo Moro e nell’assassinio delle sue guardie. L'omicidio Moro per noi
italiani ¢ un evento che ha cambiato la storia del Paese e da decenni gli italiani chiedono che i
responsabili paghino per i loro crimini, esattamente come fu per Battisti, altro terrorista rosso
protetto per anni dalla rete internazionalista di sinistra e consegnato dal Brasile all'ltalia solo
grazie al Presidente Bolsonaro.

Per la repressione di quella Chiesa cattolica che ¢ vittima ogni giorno, per le famiglie dei morti a
causa del terrorismo, chiediamo giustizia.

3-359-0000
Hermann Tertsch, autor. — Sefiora presidente, Nicaragua es una dictadura socialista dirigida por
un tirano brutal, Daniel Ortega, que durante décadas ha sido mimado por la izquierda europea.
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Como lo han sido Cuba y Venezuela. Recordemos que hace menos de un aflo, por parte de la
Comisioén, se estuvo explicando lo que fueron las manifestaciones y la brutal represion que hubo
en Cuba el 11 de julio y se estuvo protegiendo a Cuba. Como se ha protegido tantas veces a
Venezuela.

Ahora se condena a un régimen, al sandinista criminal, por una detencion de un obispo, del
obispo Rolando Alvarez, porque la persecucion de la Iglesia catélica es lo que le queda en este
momento a la dictadura para la represion. Han detenido a la oposicion, han torturado y asesinado
a estudiantes, se va completando y cerrando la jaula de una forma brutal, pero, aqui, en la
Resolucion se vuelven a ver los intentos de descontextualizar.

La dictadura nicaragiiense es una dictadura socialista que existe porque existe el Foro de Sdo Paulo,
porque existe Cuba, porque existe Venezuela, porque han caido otros Gobiernos democraticos y, a
través de la violencia y del narcotrafico, estamos viendo cémo se van hundiendo las democracias
en Iberoamérica y como Ortega, ahora con ayuda rusa, estd armdndose y estd consolidando su
dictadura. Ahi tenemos la responsabilidad, en el Foro de Sdo Paulo, en Rusia, en lo que es todo el
contexto socialista y del narcocomunismo en Iberoamérica. Y eso es lo que hay que meter en la
Resolucion. Lo demds es todo palabras y palabras.

3-360-0000
Antonio Lopez-Istariz White, en nombre del Grupo PPE. — Sefiora presidenta, el arresto del
obispo Rolando Alvarez es un nuevo golpe bajo de un régimen sanguinario con fecha de
caducidad que sigue persiguiendo las libertades en Nicaragua. Persiguen a la Iglesia porque su
devocion y servicio a las personas desatendidas ponen en evidencia la incompetencia de un
régimen corrupto que no se ocupa de los ciudadanos nicaragiienses. El arduo trabajo de una
Iglesia que no se calla y va al rescate de la gente es algo muy molesto para el dictador Ortega y por
ello sufre represalias. El pueblo de Nicaragua sabe que se merece algo mejor y por eso sigue
luchando contra el régimen del sanguinario dictador.

Sefiorfas, nuestro corazon estd con el obispo Alvarez y todos los nicaragiienses que hoy enfrentan
tortura y persecucion.

Pero a ellos les decimos todos: un régimen que oprime a su gente por rezar y apoyar a los
vulnerables es un régimen con los dias contados. Y es nuestra obligacién denunciar la tirania del
Gobierno de Ortega y de todos aquellos en la izquierda bolivariana latinoamericana que le apoyan.
Debemos todos denunciar eso sin remision en este Parlamento continuamente.

Y quiero dar las gracias a todos los diputados de distintas opciones politicas que nos hemos unido
en torno a esta Resolucién.

3-361-0000
Andrea Cozzolino, a nome del gruppo S&D. — Sienora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, il governo
grupp g g g
del Nicaragua ha compiuto un vero e proprio salto di qualita nella repressione del dissenso
g p prop q p
politico interno. Ormai tutto questo ¢ documentato dalle Nazioni Unite, dalle organizzazioni non
governative, dalla stessa UE.

Tutto ¢ iniziato dal 2018 ma negli ultimi mesi ha conosciuto una vera e propria recrudescenza e il
nuovo bersaglio ¢ diventata la Chiesa cattolica nicaraguense. Soprattutto da quando la Chiesa si ¢
mossa per svolgere un ruolo di mediazione tra le forze politiche di opposizione e il governo
stesso: una funzione di dialogo.
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Prima sono state chiuse tante stazioni radio, poi l'espulsione del nunzio apostolico e infine
l'arresto di numerosi preti, fino al culmine con l'arresto e la detenzione arbitraria del vescovo
Alvarez.

Da qui si leva una voce chiara e forte, una voce unitaria, senza se e senza ma, perché questo oggi
noi rappresentiamo, al Parlamento europeo, e per questo abbiamo voluto questa discussione. La
voce ¢ alta e la condanna ¢ ferma per chiedere 'immediato rilascio del vescovo ma anche di tutte le
altre forze che sono state detenute in queste settimane e in questi mesi, come abbiamo ricordato
nella mozione, senza alcuna condizione.

3-362-0000
Dita Charanzovad, en nombre del Grupo Renew. — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, estamos
viendo que la represion del régimen de Ortega no se detiene ni detendrd ante nada: periodistas,
estudiantes, opositores politicos, ONG vy, por si fuera poco, ahora también sacerdotes. La Iglesia
catlica es la dltima institucién independiente que queda en Nicaragua; los ataques contra la
Iglesia representan el golpe de gracia contra la democracia en el pais.

Esta es la quinta Resolucién en tres aflos sobre los derechos humanos en Nicaragua, la segunda
Resolucion de este afio. Siempre pedimos lo mismo: activar la cldusula democratica de nuestro
acuerdo con Nicaragua. ;A qué estamos esperando? ;Cudnto mds sufrimiento, cudntas mads
violaciones de los derechos humanos, cuintos mds presos politicos encerrados en condiciones
infrahumanas, tenemos que presenciar para que usted, sefior alto representante, esté conforme
con implementar lo que el Parlamento le lleva pidiendo durante afios? Ahora es el momento de
activar la clausula democratica.

3-363-0000
Beata Kempa, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczacal W pierwszych stowach chce bardzo
podziekowaé autorom rezolucji za to, Ze upomnieli si¢ o biskupa Rolanda Alvareza. Ale ta
rezolucja to jest tez upomnienie si¢ o los wielu chrzescijan, ktérzy dzisiaj sa przesladowani na
calym $wiecie. Chrzescijanie to jest grupa religijna, ktéra nigdy nie chce wojen. To jest grupa
bardzo pracowita, spolegliwa. To zdumiewajace, ze wlasciwie do tej pory w Parlamencie
Europejskim tak malo o niej moéwilismy i tak dilugo czekaliSmy na takg debatg, w ktorej
potepiamy ataki na Kosciot katolicki, na wiernych i na duchownych, na misjonarzy.

Pochylamy si¢ nad sprawa naszego brata w wierze biskupa Rolanda Alvareza, ordynariusza
diecezji Matagalpa w Nikaragui. Aresztowano go, poniewaz twardo wystapit w imieniu
sprawiedliwosci przeciw tyranii wladzy i bronit zamykanej katolickiej rozglo$ni. Bronit wolnosci
stowa. Dzialania przeciw niemu to kolejny element walki z Kosciolem i wiernymi w Nikaragui.
Rezim Ortegi musi ponies¢ konsekwencje tych atakéw. A my w Parlamencie Europejskim
musimy zrobi¢ wszystko, aby broni¢ wiernych i prawa do swobodnego wyznawania wiary na
calym $wiecie. Ostatnie stowo, Pani Przewodniczaca, chcialam skierowac do wszystkich wiernych
w Nikaragui. Nie jestescie i nie bedziecie sami. Z Panem Bogiem to wolnos¢ i zwycigstwo.

3-364-0000
Gabriel Mato (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, quinta Resolucién sobre Nicaragua y
la situacién no hace mas que agravarse dia a dia en ese pais. Ayer tuvimos ocasién de escuchar de
la esposa de Félix Madariaga el horror que estin viviendo: el régimen de Ortega y Murillo ya
sobrepas6 hace tiempo todos los limites; no obstante, en las Gltimas semanas seguimos sumando
y hemos asistido a imdgenes obscenas, como la exhibicion de presos politicos ante las cimaras, la
represion contra el periodismo libre, y ahora también contra la Iglesia catdlica. La captura del
obispo Rolando Alvarez, la voz més critica dentro de la jerarquia catdlica, muestra que este
régimen déspota no tiene ningtin reparo en profundizar ain mas la fractura con la comunidad
internacional.
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Ante esta situacién dramadtica, no seamos ingenuos: sabemos que el régimen de Ortega y Murillo
no va a dialogar, como ha demostrado ya en muchas ocasiones. Debemos actuar con todas las
herramientas posibles y aumentar las sanciones a los complices del régimen. Reitero la necesidad
de activar la cldusula democratica del Acuerdo de Asociacién y suspender cualquier acuerdo
comercial con Nicaragua: tenemos que aislar a esta dictadura, es lo que se espera de nosotros.

3-365-0000
Alicia Homs Ginel (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, el matrimonio Ortega-Murillo
lo ha vuelto a hacer: persigue en Nicaragua a las personas por sus ideas, y su tltima victima ha sido
la Iglesia catdlica con el arresto del obispo Rolando Alvarez. ;Qué serd lo siguiente? ;Qué mds van
a hacer?

En Europa no nos olvidamos de lo que estd pasando en Nicaragua y lo hemos demostrado en
severas resoluciones que hemos ido redactando. Seguimos y seguiremos exigiendo la liberacién de
todos y cada uno de los presos politicos que han sido encarcelados de manera arbitraria, y no nos
olvidamos tampoco de aquellos ciudadanos y ciudadanas que se han visto obligados a salir del
pais por su seguridad, ya que a dia de hoy no ven la posibilidad de volver.

Por eso, es importante que no cesen, que no ceséis, en vuestra lucha pacifica por poner fin al
modelo dictatorial que vive el pais. Centrémonos nosotros en lo importante y actuemos en
consecuencia tomando las medidas que sean necesarias: el pueblo nicaragiiense necesita vivir en
libertad, con dignidad y en democracia.

3-366-0000
Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, la detencion el 19 de
agosto del obispo Rolando Alvarez junto con otras nueve personas y el cierre de emisoras
catdlicas de radio y television son la gota que colma el vaso del deterioro que afecta a las libertades
en Nicaragua: la flor que Sandino plant6 se marchita. El Gobierno dicta los cargos en el telediario,
y hay jueces y policias que acatan, detienen y encarcelan: se persigue toda disidencia, se amenaza a
las personas criticas, se clausuran organizaciones humanitarias y de defensa de los derechos
humanos, se cierran medios de comunicacion, y centenares de presos sin derechos, sin visitas,
siguen encarcelados por actividades que solo pueden ser delito en el marco de una dictadura
totalitaria.

Recordemos y apoyemos a las familias de estas personas; asi nos lo solicité ayer Berta Valle,
periodista, activista pro derechos humanos y esposa de Félix Madariaga, preso por el grave delito
de presentarse a unas elecciones. Pedimos la libertad de estas personas. La Unién Europea debe
aplicar la cldusula democratica del acuerdo de cooperacién. Hay responsables que merecen
sanciones internacionales. La Corte Penal Internacional debe investigar si esta masiva e
inquisitorial caza de brujas es un crimen de lesa humanidad.

3-367-0000
Carlo Fidanza (ECR). — Signora Presidente, signora Commissaria, onorevoli, colleghi, dopo aver
smantellato la stampa indipendente e I'opposizione politica, il regime sta concentrando la sua
repressione sulla Chiesa cattolica, ultima realta indipendente rimasta, considerata ostile per aver
criticato il regime e per aver aperto le sue porte ai manifestanti feriti gia nel 2018, durante le
proteste represse nel sangue dalla polizia di Ortega.

Quello del vescovo Alvarez ¢ soltanto l'ultimo di una drammatica serie di arresti arbitrari ai danni
di esponenti della Chiesa cattolica in Nicaragua, prelevati nelle loro abitazioni, malmenati,
accusati senza prove di fomentare odio e violenza. Il regime sandinista ha messo al bando
centinaia di ONG, le suore di Madre Teresa di Calcutta, il nunzio apostolico; ha chiuso le stazioni
radio cristiane e i centri di assistenza per coloro che provano a lasciare il Paese per sfuggire alla
repressione e ha fomentato, con la sua propaganda, le violenze anticattoliche.
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Ecco, noi possiamo pil tacere e non possiamo pil accettare il costante deterioramento della
democrazia, dei diritti umani, della liberta di espressione e della liberta religiosa a cui stiamo
assistendo ormai da anni in Nicaragua. Siamo chiamati quindi a rafforzare le sanzioni e a fare ogni
sforzo per porre fine a questo scempio.

3-368-0000
Puhetta johti HEIDI HAUTALA
varapuhemies

3-369-0000
Leopoldo Lopez Gil (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, mafiana, 15 de septiembre, es un dia simbdlico
para Nicaragua: celebra su dia nacional en un momento en el cual portar su bandera es delito y
quienes la izan son perseguidos. El régimen de Ortega y Murillo no se cansa de hostigar, torturar,
exiliar y encarcelar a la oposicion, a defensores de derechos humanos, periodistas, estudiantes,
empresarios... Ahora se ha ensafiado contra la fe catélica instaurando una politica de Estado de
represion contra ella.

Ayer, el Consejo de Derechos Humanos de las Naciones Unidas aprobdé una resolucion
condenando las violaciones en Nicaragua; hoy este Parlamento exige la liberacion del obispo
Rolando Alvarez y todos los presos politicos injustamente encarcelados; la mejor celebracién del
dia nacional se producird en Nicaragua cuando ese pais quede libre de la tirania y nadie sea
forzado a abandonar su patria por unos infames dictadores.

3-370-0000
Javi Lopez (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora comisaria, hoy hablamos del dltimo episodio de la
politica del terror que vive lamentablemente Nicaragua fruto de la dictadura que han acabado
instaurando tanto Daniel Ortega como Rosario Murillo.

Después de haber metido en la cdrcel, de forma sistematica, a todos los candidatos presidenciales,
perseguido a cualquier voz de disidencia, periodistas, defensores de derechos humanos, lideres
estudiantiles... la Gltima represion ha alcanzado una de las pocas voces discordantes que tenia el
pais, que es la Iglesia, con el encarcelamiento del obispo Rolando Alvarez. Lamentablemente,
ademds, esto viene acompafado con el sefialamiento publico y fotografias de algunos de los
presos politicos que hemos podido ver durante las dltimas semanas: una situacion lamentable
merecedora de nuestra mas enérgica condena.

La cuestién es: ¢qué hacer? Movilizar todo nuestro esfuerzo diplomatico, hablar con todos
nuestros socios en la region, a los que hay que hacer participes de nuestra respuesta, y,
obviamente, utilizar todos los mecanismos —también los acuerdos comerciales que tenemos— de
cooperacién politica para que sean suspendidos: todo esfuerzo necesario para combatir la
dictadura que vive el pais.

3-371-0000
Gyorgy Holvényi (PPE). — Elnok Asszony! Evek 6ta folyik a katolikus egyhdz képviselSinek
tildozése Nicaraguaban. Ideje, hogy az Eurdpai Parlament fellépjen az ateista rezsim vallasiildozése
ellen. Nincs helye a tovabbi félrebeszélésnek. Alvarez plispok Grizetbe vétele, és nyolc pap
letartoztatasa egyértelmd {izenet, itt elhangzott mar legkillonb6z6bb médon. Alvarez piispok
2019-es eurdpai korutjan azt kérte, t6link kérte, jotevéi félelem nélkiil folytassak egyhdzanak
tamogatasat, mert ezzel életet, reményt adnak mdsoknak. Az wldozotteknek, szenvedSknek
tudniuk kell, hogy nem forditunk hatat nekik, ezért minekiink eurépaiként erkolcsi kotelességiink
a leghatarozottabban kidllni az ildozott keresztényekért is. Mi ezt vartuk volna a kommunizmus
évtizedei alatt.
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Cselekvésre van sziikség az eurdpai kiilpolitika részérél. Koveteljitk Alvarez piispok és tarsainak
szabadon bocsatasat. Segiteniink kell a megrongalt, lerombolt templomok helyredllitasat is, és az
egyhaz szocidlis tevékenységeit is. A fenti példa is jol mutatja: elengedhetetlen, hogy az Eurdpai
Bizottsdg tobb mint harom év utdn végre nevezzen ki az Eurdpan kiviili vallasszabadsagért felels
kirlonmegbizottat.

3-372-0000
Pyynnastd myonnettdvdt puheenvuorot

3-373-0000
Michaela Sojdrovd (PPE). — Pani piedsedajic, chci podékovat za tuto dilezitou vyzvu
Evropského parlamentu a za Sirokou politickou podporu, kterou tato vyzva ma. Situace lidskych
prav v Nikaragui se zhor3uje. Tisice lidi tuto zemi muselo opustit, tisice lidi jsou ve vézeni, jsou
perzekuovéni. Jsou to studenti, novinafi, ob¢anské organizace a také katolickd cirkev. Zejména
katolickd cirkev, protoze podporuje lidi, ktefi jsou v nouzi, pomédha jim a bojuje za lidska prava.
Poslednim takovymto ¢lovékem, ktery byl uvéznén, je biskup Alvarez, v piipadé kterého zidame,
aby byl propustén. Zadéme také o propusténi dalsich politickych vézid. Zéddme, aby Daniel
Ortega byl postaven pted Mezindrodni trestni tribundl za zloCiny proti lidskosti. V&fim, ze tato
vyzva bude mit $irokou podporu.

3-374-0000
Ladislav II¢i¢ (ECR). — Postovana predsjedavajuca, htio bih podsjetiti da je sve krenulo od
krasnog govora o jednakosti, rasnoj jednakosti, rodnoj jednakosti, koji je predsjednik Nikaragve
Ortega Cesto izgovarao. I taj govor ¢esto ¢ujemo i ovdje u Parlamentu.

Taj govor jako lijepo zvuci, a kako izgleda realizacija te ideje, vidimo sad u Nikaragvi, gdje je
predsjednik Ortega uhitio biskupa Alvareza jer taj biskup nije jednako mislio kao predsjednik, nije
bio jednak kao predsjednik. Jednako tako, promotori te jednakosti u ovom Parlamentu ne bi
dozvolili, recimo, promotorima prolifea da udu u ovaj Parlament, a vjerojatno bi nas i uhitili kad
bi imali tu mo¢, kao $to se ve¢ dogadalo nedavno u europskoj povijesti.

Dakle, ideja jednakosti je lazna. Mi smo razliiti i to je dobro u pluralnom drustvu, ali trebamo
imati jednaka prava. Zato zastupamo jednaka prava, a ne jednakost jer jednakost uvijek vodi u
totalitarizam i agresiju.

3-375-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). - Madam President. What you have to explain and what you never explain
in motions like this is why your so-called authoritarian regimes also have massive support.
Instead, what we're presented with is effectively a cartoon. You reduce diverse and complicated
histories to a single cliché. You pretend that a section of the population — the comprador middle
class — is the people, and you ignore the larger sections of society that disagrees. You ignore the
history of anti-imperialist and class struggle.

If we're to be honest about why Nicaragua is the way it is today, we should talk about the decades
of assault, the campaigns of terror, the years of contempt against the decent, justified struggles of
ordinary people for self-determination and decent lives. We should look at what came before. We
should look at what the Sandinistas tried to build and how it was wrecked by the likes of us.

I'm not here to excuse repression, but we are the last people who should be lecturing Nicaragua.

3-376-0000
Mick Wallace (The Left). - Madam President, Bishop Alvarez, like anyone, should have a right to
voice opposition to the government. The violent US-backed coup in 2018 resulted in
approximately 200 deaths on both sides. The National Endowment for Democracy and the CIA
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funded some far-right criminals who plotted death and destruction. Bishop Alvarez, with his own
TV station and several radio stations, was also heavily involved.

He may be a bishop, but Raymundo Alvarez is no saint. The crimes he is accused of are serious
and require a fair and thorough investigation. Instead of rushing to condemn, we need support to
call up Pope Francis for a return to dialogue between church and state and encourage a return to
peace and stability.

The right to dissent and to voice political opposition to those in power should never be a crime,
not in Nicaragua or anywhere else. We've seen people arrested and media banned in Russia,
Ukraine and the EU for opposing the war narrative. Freedom of expression is under threat
everywhere, sadly.

3-377-0000
Sandra Pereira (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, esta resolugdo dirigida contra a Nicardgua,
como aquela que foi aprovada hd apenas trés meses, constitui mais um exercicio de ocultacio de
factos para cobrir uma postura de objetivo de apoio aos que promovem a desestabilizacdo e o
golpismo na Nicardgua e que ndo hesitam em incitar a violéncia e o 6dio neste pais.

Uma inaceitdvel postura do Parlamento Europeu que afronta os principios da Carta das Nagdes
Unidas e o direito internacional e que se alinha com a estratégia de ingeréncia e desestabilizagio
dos Estados Unidos da América contra a Nicardgua e outros paises da América Latina e das
Caraibas.

Aqueles que efetivamente se preocupam com a Nicardgua e com o seu povo exigem o fim das
medidas coercivas e unilaterais impostas pelos Estados Unidos da América, que visam obstaculizar
o desenvolvimento econémico da Nicardgua e atingir as condigdes de vida do povo nicaraguense.

Aqueles que efetivamente se preocupam com a Nicardgua e o seu povo defendem o direito do
povo nicaraguense a decidir do seu destino, livre das manobras de interferéncia, de
desestabilizagdo e golpistas fomentadas a partir do exterior.

3-378-0000
(Pyynnostd myonnettdvit puheenvuorot pddttyvit)

3-379-0000
Elisa Ferreira, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members, it is in fact a
sad occasion having to address you again on the situation of Nicaragua only three months after
the previous urgency debate. It is nevertheless necessary.

Over the summer, we witnessed further violations of human rights. The latest actions of the
authorities in August, with the arbitrary closure of seven Catholic radio stations and two more
community radio/TV stations shortly after, together with the excessive police force to occupy the
installations. All these stand testimony to the continued brutal repression the government
continues to carry out against its own people, and in particular on those who dare to oppose the
regime.

The detention and treatment of Bishop Ronaldo Alvarez and his fellow clergymen is also deeply
troubling, and we are following developments very, very closely. This is yet another violation of
freedom of expression and freedom of religion or belief.

We stood by those affected in a statement on 4 August. The United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights has just released the HRC report on the human rights situation
in Nicaragua. In the words of this report, and I quote, the human rights situation has progressively
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deteriorated since 2018. End of quote. While 2022 saw further, and [ quote, that the duration of
the human rights situation in a context characterised by the absence of dialogue, the deepening of
the political crisis, and the isolation of Nicaragua from the international community. End of quote.
This is the true legacy that Mr Ortega and Ms Murillo are leaving behind, setting back the country
after decades of hard-fought development. But we are not fooled. We see the regime for its true
colours, a brutal dictatorship. And so do Nicaraguans themselves. Support for the regime for the
regime has fallen to an historical low.

We maintain our demands for unconditional liberation of all political prisoners, immediate return
of international human-rights bodies, and the Nicaraguan people’s efforts to re-establish
democracy and the rule of law. In coordination with our partners, we imposed, already, restrictive
measures on 21 individuals and three entities, including Vice President Murillo and the National
Police. Their review process is underway.

We will continue to ensure that Nicaragua remains at the core of the international agenda, in
particular the United Nations. And we’ll support the Nicaraguan people who suffer under Ortega’s
dictatorship and their legitimate search for a free country and a better future. We shall work with
Member States and with our international partners towards restoration of democracy and the rule
of law in Nicaragua. And we shall continue to insist on the respect of human rights.

3-380-0000
Puhemies. — Keskustelu on pddttynyt. Adnestys toimitetaan huomenna torstaina.

16. Valiokuntien ja valtuuskuntien kokoonpano

3-382-0000
Puhemies. — S&D-ryhmai on ilmoittanut puhemiehelle paatoksistd, joilla muutetaan valiokuntien
ja valtuuskuntien nimityksid. Kyseiset padtokset merkitddn timan paivin istunnon poytakirjaan,
ja ne tulevat voimaan tidna pdivini, jona niistd on ilmoitettu parlamentille.

17. EU:n taloudellinen, sosiaalinen ja alueellinen
yhteenkuuluvuus: kahdeksas koheesiokertomus - EU:n raja-alueet:
Euroopan yhdentymisen koekentit (keskustelu)

3-384-0000
Puhemies. - Esityslistalla on seuraavana yhteiskeskustelu aluepolitiikasta eli

— Constanze Krehlin aluekehitysvaliokunnan puolesta laatimasta mietinnostd EU:n taloudellisesta,
sosiaalisesta ja alueellisesta yhteenkuuluvuudesta: kahdeksas koheesiokertomus (2022/2032(INI))
(A9-0210/2022) ja

— Younous Omarjeen aluekehitysvaliokunnan puolesta laatimasta mietinnostd EU:n raja-alueista:
Euroopan yhdentymisen koekentat (2021/2202(INI)) (A9-0222/2022).

3-385-0000
Constanze Krehl, Berichterstatterin. — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kommissarin, liebe Elisa, sehr
verehrte Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Der achte Kohisionsbericht ist eine erste Positionierung des
Europdischen Parlaments, wie die zukiinftige europiische Regionalpolitik nach 2027 aussehen
sollte. Wir stehen vor groflen Herausforderungen, und vieles muss noch ausfithrlich diskutiert
werden in den nichsten zwei oder gar drei Jahren. Wir wissen noch nicht, wie die jetzige
Forderperiode tiberhaupt umgesetzt wird, weil sie noch nicht wirklich angelaufen ist. Wir wissen
noch nicht, welche Herausforderungen mit dem andauernden Krieg gegen die Ukraine auf uns
zukommen. Wir wissen nicht, wie wir die Energiekrise meistern und was wir daran anschliefen
miissen. Wir wissen auch nicht, was es noch fiir neue Herausforderungen geben wird.
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Aber wir gehen auf den Weg, die Kohdsionspolitik wirklich auf eine moderne Weise fiir die
nichste Forderperiode zu aktivieren, und machen erste Vorschldge. Als Berichterstatterin habe ich
diese Vorschlige eingebracht. Sie sind verabschiedet worden im Ausschuss fiir regionale
Entwicklung und stehen morgen im Plenum zur Debatte. Im Mittelpunkt geht es darum, dass wir
vorschlagen, dass es einen neuen — einen neuen — Just Transition Fund geben soll, der eingegliedert
ist in die allgemeine Verordnung und der beispielsweise das Partnerschaftsprinzip mit umfasst. Er
soll weiter gefasst sein als sein Vorginger und Regionen, die Industrie im Ubergang haben,
zuganglich sein — also nicht nur Kohleregionen, sondern auch zum Beispiel Regionen, die Stahl
oder Aluminium produzieren, oder auch anderen Industriezweigen, die davon betroffen sind.

Zweitens: Die sogenannten middle income trap regions sollen mit zusitzlichen Mitteln aus dem
Europiischen Sozialfonds gefordert werden, damit sie einen Push bekommen, um aus der
Stagnation herausgerissen zu werden und vorankommen zu kénnen.

Drittens: Der Entwicklung des lindlichen Raumes muss eine groflere Bedeutung eingerdumt
werden, die tiber nur die landwirtschaftliche Betrachtung hinausgeht. Deshalb wollen wir den
Fonds fiir die Entwicklung des landlichen Raums starker in die Strukturpolitik einbinden.

Viertens: Der Solidaritatsfonds soll reformiert werden, und es sollen Mittel auch fir
Klimaanpassung und fur die Reaktion auf Krisen, die durch den Klimawandel hervorgerufen
wurden, bereitgestellt werden. Hier ist ein riesiger Handlungsbedarf da.

Und funftens: Der Klimawandel soll stirker ins Zentrum geriickt werden, noch stérker, als es jetzt
schon der Fall ist. Und Klimaschutz- und Klimaanpassungsmafinahmen sollen deutlich getrennt
werden, sodass wirklich sichtbar ist, was in welchen Bereichen gemacht werden kann.

Eines muss aber auch zukiinftig gelten: Die europdische Regionalpolitik muss von allen genutzt
werden konnen, und wir miissen sie modern und flexibel gestalten, ohne dass wir den Auftrag aus
den Vertrdgen vergessen, den Auftrag zur Kohasionspolitik zum Zusammenhalt der Regionen.
Europdische Regionalpolitik darf nicht als Notreserve fiir auftretende Krisen reduziert werden,
sondern muss wirklich ihrem Auftrag gerecht werden. Dieser Aufgabe miissen wir uns stellen, um
damit den europdischen Biirgerinnen und Biirgern zu dienen und ihnen zu helfen, Entwicklungen
in den Regionen zu unterstiitzen. Nicht zu vergessen: Vereinfachen miissen wir nebenbei auch
noch. Und das ist auch ein sehr wichtiges Ziel.

3-386-0000
Younous Omarjee, rapporteur. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, mes chers
collegues, tout d’abord, permettez-moi de féliciter chaleureusement Constanze Krehl pour son
excellent 8e rapport sur la cohésion en Europe qui, jen suis certain, sera massivement adopté
demain en pléniére.

S'agissant des régions frontaliéres, j’ai la conviction que ces régions, qui couvrent 40 % du
territoire européen —un Européen sur quatre, pres de 120 millions d’Européens vivant de part et
d’'autre de 40 frontiéres intérieures terrestres—, expriment dans leur réalité historique,
géographique, économique et culturelle ce qu'est véritablement le projet européen, qu’elles sont
appelées a jouer un role de plus en plus important et quelles doivent étre au cceur de toutes nos
préoccupations dans le travail que nous engageons a présent pour penser le futur de la politique de
cohésion.

Dans le temps de la crise du COVID, alors que nous étions en Europe habitués a vivre dans un
espace de libre circulation totale, nous avons repris conscience du poids des barrieres qui,
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soudainement, peuvent simposer a nouveau a nous avec toutes les difficultés engendrées,
notamment pour les travailleurs transfrontaliers. Mais nous avons aussi percu, dans le temps de la
crise du COVID, la force des solidarités et la force des coopérations transfrontalieres dans le
domaine sanitaire, ce qui a permis de sauver des vies.

Aujourd’hui avec la guerre d’agression de la Russie en Ukraine, la conscience des frontieres
resurgit. Et plus que jamais, nous avons conscience que ce que nous avons réussi a construire en
Europe est absolument extraordinaire. Un espace commun de droits, de libertés et de circulation
pour la paix. A présent, la crise d’approvisionnement en énergie, qui s'impose a toutes les régions
et en particulier aux régions frontalieres, doit nous appeler a réfléchir a un certain nombre de
propositions nouvelles. Et nous devons considérer que les projets énergétiques transfrontaliers
d’intérét européen participent sans doute aux solutions que nous devons rechercher pour notre
souveraineté énergétique. C'est la, me semble-t-il, une piste de proposition pour REpowerEU.

Le rapport que je soumets a votre approbation aujourd’hui rappelle donc toute 'importance de ces
régions et les défis économiques, sociaux, juridiques, géographiques et territoriaux auxquels les
espaces transfrontaliers sont confrontés.

Madame la Commissaire, vous connaissez l'attachement de notre Parlement au mécanisme
européen transfrontalier qui doit permettre de lever les obstacles juridiques entrainant de
nombreuses difficultés pour les citoyens: insuffisance de transports publics transfrontaliers,
problemes d’acces a 'emploi, a 'éducation, a la santé, aux services culturels et aux loisirs, pour ne
citer que ceux-la. Ce mécanisme est aujourd’hui bloqué par le Conseil et, comme je l'ai indiqué a
Prague lors du sommet informel des ministres de la cohésion, nous devons relancer le processus.
Nous avons pu rapprocher les positions, je crois, entre le Parlement et le Conseil —je salue le
travail de notre collegue Gozi— et nous demandons a présent a la Commission de prendre une
initiative. Comme nous attendons que la Commission concrétise les initiatives parlementaires de
notre commission REGI, conformément aux engagements qui ont été pris par la présidente de la
Commission, Ursula von der Leyen. Nous avons adopté des rapports d'initiative massivement en
pléniere. Nous attendons a présent que la Commission les traduise effectivement.

3-387-0000
Elisa Ferreira, Member of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members and especially
to rapporteurs Constanze Krehl and Younous Omarjee, thank you very much for the high quality
of both reports. In fact, the 8th Cohesion Report provides a comprehensive picture of the
situation and evolution of social, economic and territorial cohesion. And the main conclusion is
that cohesion policy works. And I can also conclude that it is more necessary than ever.

Thanks to cohesion investments in 2014-2020, we have extra growth in the less developed
regions. The growth of those regions is expected to increase by up to 5% in terms of GDP per
capita and the gap between the weakest and strongest regions is expected to be reduced by 3.5%
by 2023. However, economic growth has been uneven and the recent multiple crises risk
widening territorial disparities.

In relation to the report, we agree along several of the conclusions that we reached. First, we agree,
in fact, that cohesion policy remains paramount for the success of the European project. As you
rightly note, the 8th Cohesion Report makes clear the challenges that we have to face, not only
this growth challenge, convergence challenge, but framed by green and digital revolution and also
by the demographic trends.

Secondly, looking forward, we are starting a joint reflection about the future of cohesion policy
and how it can best address Europe’s needs. [ agree with you that cohesion policy must remain a
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long-term investment policy focused on the long-term needs and trends, and in particular looking
at regions stuck in development traps.

Of course, a balance must be struck because as in the recent emergency situations, we had to
tackle both long-term aspects together with a quick response to changing circumstances. And we
don’t know what the future will bring, as you correctly mentioned in your presentation.

The third point we converge on is the need to concentrate on the regions with the greatest needs.
We talk about development traps, we talk about particular handicaps which are felt by outermost,
mountainous, island and border regions. And nowhere is the value of European cooperation so
evident as in European border regions. You rightly note that in your report, Mr Omarjee.

Interreg is at the heart of the European project, yet we have seen border regions” vulnerabilities
during crises and being attentive to their needs should be a horizontal consideration in all relevant
European Union instruments.

I welcome Parliament’s support for the European cross-border mechanism. We hope this
instrument will find the institutional support it needs. Meanwhile, we are not idle. The
Commission continues to address specific situations of cross-border regions as needs evolve, as
most recently demonstrated with the programming adjustments to tackle the impact of the
unjustified aggressions of Russia and Belarus, as well as specific references to border regions in the
new single market emergency instrument. Thank you very much, and we'll continue our dialogue.
Ilook forward to our discussion.

3-388-0000
Karlo Ressler, izvjestitelj za misljenje Odbora BUDG. — Postovana potpredsjednice, postovana
povjerenice, kohezijska politika ve¢ desetljeCima uspjeSno smanjuje gospodarske i drustvene
razlike izmedu razli¢itih krajeva Europe kako bi se u svakom dijelu Europe moglo kvalitetno i
dostojanstveno Zivjeti, poslovati i zasnivati obitelji. U vrijeme velikih promjena moramo dodatno
povecati dostupnost, povecati fleksibilnost, ali nekada i povecati smislenost kohezijskih sredstava
te osigurati da ona dospiju najpotrebitijima.

Hrvatska je ovoga ljeta otvorila Peljeski most, najznacajniji infrastrukturni projekt koji spaja
hrvatski i europski teritorij, inspirira i pokazuje $to sve mozemo ujedinjeni, $to sve mozemo uz
jasnu viziju i uz pametno koristenje europskih sredstava. Desetlje¢ima je povezivanje Dubrovnika,
globalnog turistickog simbola, i juga Hrvatske s ostatkom zemlje, s ostatkom Europske unije bio
samo nedostiZan san. No danas je to stvarnost. Danas je to ostvareno uz veliku pomo¢ upravo
europskih sredstava.

Pametnom sinergijom kohezijske politike i nacionalnih planova oporavka moZemo postici toliko
zeljenu otpornost i oporavak uz nuzZnost zelene i digitalne tranzicije europskog drustva i
gospodarstva. Medutim, to dugoro¢no nece biti moguce ako ne podrzimo demografski ugrozene
dijelove Europe, ako ne pokusamo prevenirati i sprijeciti populacijski kolaps koji pogotovo prijeti
odredenim dijelovima Europe.

Zato se moramo moci prilagoditi, zato se moramo modi pripremiti, ne zanemarujudi i
demografsku politiku, demografsku dimenziju kohezijske politike, $to je uostalom i jedan od
ciljeva Ugovora o funkcioniranju Europske unije, koji u svom ¢lanku 174. jasno naglasava da se
posebna pozornost mora posvetiti regijama s demografskim poteskocama.

U tom smislu zahvaljujem kolegama na izradi ovog sveobuhvatnog, Sirokog izvjesca i zaista
vjerujem da u godinama koje su pred nama moZemo nastaviti prilagodavati kohezijsku politiku
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na nacin da se sredstva koriste jo§ pametnije, ali i na nacin da se viSe ne ignoriraju demografski
problemi.

3-389-0000
Dacian Ciolos, Raportor pentru aviz, Comisia pentru agriculturd si dezvoltare rurald. — Doamnd
presedintd, doamnd comisard, sunt de acord cu dumneavoastra, politica de coeziune este mai
necesard ca oricind, mai ales acum, in timp de crizd, de tranzitie economicd, de tranzitie
ecologicd, care are si un impact social.

Sper insd sd si depdsim acest moment si sentimentul cd Fondul de coeziune devine de facto un fel
de fond de crizd pe care il mobilizdm si canalizdm resursele doar atunci cand sunt crize.

Dincolo de coeziunea teritoriald, de diferente de dezvoltare intre zone geografice, cred cd in
perioada urmatoare este important sa ne uitim mai mult si la coeziunea intre rural si urban.

Este un subiect care ar trebui acoperit de fondurile de coeziune si pentru asta va fi necesard din
nou o mai bund coordonare intre Fondul de coeziune si Fondul de dezvoltare rurala.

Am mai avut pe vremuri aceastd coordonare si a ardtat rezultate si insist si pe a folosi mai bine
instrumente de inovare, inclusiv inovare sociald; programe de tip LEADER care finanteazd
proiecte locale §i care mobilizeazad initiative locale, cred ca ar trebui sd fie mai prezente in
urmdtoarea perioadd de programare.

3-390-0000
Krzysztof Hetman, w imieniu grupy PPE. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Szanowna Pani Komisarz!
Szanowni Panstwo | W ostatnich latach Unia Europejska konfrontowana byla =z

bezprecedensowymi kryzysami, ktére maja jeden wspélny mianownik. A jest nim polityka
spojnosci, dzigki ktorej udalo si¢ szybko i elastycznie podja¢ dzialania majace na celu
niwelowanie ich negatywnych skutkow. To niewatpliwie ogromny sukces i osiagnigcie polityki
spdjnosci. Nie mozemy jednak przy tym zapomnie(, ze polityka spojnosci to przede wszystkim
glowne narzedzie inwestycyjne Unii Europejskiej, ktérego zadaniem jest wspieranie rozwoju
gospodarczego i zatrudniania oraz zmniejszanie dysproporcji pomigdzy regionami. Zadania te,
zwlaszcza w obliczu obecnego kryzysu gospodarczego, sg szczegdlnie aktualne i istotne. Dlatego
musimy z jednej strony zapewnic polityce spojnosci odpowiedni poziom finansowania, by mogta
je realizowal, z drugiej za$ strony zagwarantowal takie rozwigzania, by polityka ta nie byla
traktowana jako instrument awaryjny, stanowigcy odpowiedz na kazdy kryzys.

W sprawozdaniu dotyczacym 8. sprawozdania na temat spdjnoSci proponujemy szereg
rozwigzan, ktére majg na celu nadanie kierunkéw rozwoju polityce spojnosci. Jedng z tych
kwestii jest konieczno$¢ zapewnienia szczegdlnego wsparcia dla obszaréw wiejskich, ktore
konfrontowane sa z szeregiem wyzwan, jak negatywne tendencje demograficzne,
niewystarczajaca opieka zdrowotna i mozliwosci edukacyjne czy tez konieczno$¢ poprawy
polaczen transportowych oraz szybkich faczy szerokopasmowych.

Kolejng kwestia, na ktorg chciatbym zwrdcié szczegdlng uwage, jest konieczno$¢ zapewnienia,
aby wladze lokalne i regionalne nie byly karane za dzialania swoich rzadéw w sytuacji, gdy
uruchomiony zostanie mechanizm praworzadnosci. Wierze, ze kluczowe jest w takiej sytuacji
znalezienie kanaloéw, ktérymi Komisja mogtaby przekazywac srodki bezposrednio beneficjentom
koncowym. Wreszcie chcialbym zwréci¢ uwage na konieczno$¢ przeciwdzialania opdznieniom
w realizacji polityki spojnosci poprzez szybsze zawieranie uméw partnerstwa i uruchamianie
programéw operacyjnych, z czym mamy do czynienia co siedem lat.
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3-391-0000
Tonino Picula, on behalf of the S§D Group. — Madam President, first of all, congratulations to the
rapporteurs for their excellent work. As a shadow rapporteur for the second report, I will focus
my intervention on the border regions.

The border regions’ importance goes beyond statistics. As the report’s title said, the border regions
are living labs of European integration. Given the specificities of their positions and the challenges
they face, these regions should also be living labs for European innovation. The fact that the
border regions generally perform less well economically than other regions within a Member State
is a call for our swift action. We need flexible and feasible programmes that can easily be adapted
to the specific needs of the regions.

I also join the calls to the Commission and the Council to find a way out of the current blockage of
the regulation on a European cross-border mechanism. We need proper implementation and
enforcement of relevant EU legislation, the rights of cross-border and frontier workers, improving
their employment, working, health and safety conditions. Teleworking too should be recognised.

Therefore, we call on the Commission to revise the Regulation on the coordination of social
security systems, to put forward legislative proposals for a European social security pass without
further delay.

[ particularly welcome the green dimensions of this report. As recent floods have shown, we must
urgently increase our cooperation on disaster risk-management, including improved early
warning across border regions.

[ wish to end my intervention by highlighting the importance of cooperation with border regions
at our external borders of the European Union, with their counterparts in the countries that are yet
to become members. Our funding programmes should be even more significant too, to promote
EU enlargement policy.

3-392-0000
Iréne Tolleret, au nom du groupe Renew. — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, chers
collegues, nous sommes aujourd’hui a un moment de vérité de notre politique régionale. Dans une
période des plus difficiles de I'histoire récente de notre continent touché par la pandémie, par le
retour de la guerre, la politique de cohésion a su faire la preuve qu'elle est un instrument moderne
et flexible qui a pu et su étre déployé pour répondre aux urgences.

Le cours de 'histoire nous amene aujourd’hui a une réflexion sur le futur de cette politique dans le
but de la renforcer, de la moderniser, de la rendre plus simple et a la hauteur des grands défis de
notre continent. Je me félicite donc du travail de cette assemblée, rends hommage a
Constanze Krehl et a tous les rapporteurs fictifs, dont je fais partie, dans cette assemblée, car dans
le cadre du huitiéme rapport, nous avons produit un texte ambitieux qui apporte des propositions
de réformes tres concretes.

Nous attendons donc avec impatience le retour de la Commission pour travailler ensemble des
maintenant, pour simplifier la politique de cohésion, pour investir plus, plus efficacement dans le
développement rural et pour améliorer larticulation entre la cohésion et la gouvernance
économique.

Tous nos territoires, tous nos citoyens nous attendent. Nous devons étre au rendez vous. Nous
devons répondre présent. La politique régionale de I'Union est la politique la plus proche, la plus
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accessible aux citoyens. Il s’agit d'un outil indispensable pour construire une Europe plus inclusive,
plus verte, plus connectée, plus intelligente.

3-393-0000
Niklas Nienaf}, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, ladies and gentlemen,
cohesion policy is of utmost importance for the whole European Union. It is the main investment
tool to help us eradicate social and territorial inequalities. Every European shall be safe, free and
have the means necessary to pursue a fulfilling life. We evaluate cohesion policy with these goals
in mind and in order to adapt it to the current economic and social situations. Cohesion policy is a
long-term and strategic investment tool that helps us make the regions more resilient. Therefore,
we need to address climate change.

Our regions were not prepared for the catastrophes that came, and they are not prepared for the
catastrophes that will come. Let us help them prepare. Let us help them to adapt to climate
change, to prevent the next disasters from happening, and to help them save thousands of lives.
Please let us introduce a climate adaptation fund.

Every European shall be safe, free and have the means necessary to pursue a fulfilling life. In order
to address assure this, we must negate the factual differences between cities and rural areas.
Therefore, it is necessary to reintegrate the European agricultural fund for rural development
under the roof of cohesion policy. This way, we can bring social, economic and rural development
all together and enable citizens in rural areas to make the best out of their own home.

Millions are already doing it today through LEADER, which is a community-led local development
tool, and this is immensely successful. Let us learn from these regional heroes and let us include
more of these bottom-up tools in cohesion policy. If we include civil society and individual
citizens in the policymaking and decision process, we will see a democratisation of our whole
society. This is the only way to really ensure that no one is left behind. Cities too should be able to
address their respective needs in the most efficient way there is with direct access to funding and
without interference from the national government.

Let us dare more subsidiarity, ladies and gentlemen. More subsidiarity — and real subsidiarity — not
just at national or regional level, but all the way down to cities, municipalities and individual
citizens. This way we can ensure that every European shall be safe, free and have the means
necessary to pursue a fulfilling life.

3-394-0000
André Rougé, au nom du groupe ID. — Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, je m’étonne que le
texte de M. Omarjee ait rencontré une quasi-unanimité en commission. Derriére des abords
consensuels, il cache une logique profondément fédéraliste et dangereuse. Il propose de relancer la
proposition ECBM, mécanisme inventé par la Commission, qui permettrait a une région de choisir
d’appliquer un droit étranger pour un sujet donné. Cette forme d’extraterritorialité juridique
créerait une porosité des législations nationales et une confusion des souverainetés que nous ne
saurions accepter. Le but est bien stir que les régions n’aient qu'un seul interlocuteur: Bruxelles.

La Commission a évoqué des laboratoires vivants, ce qui est blessant et choquant, car elle semble
sous-entendre que les citoyens ultramarins concernés par ce texte sont des cobayes. Sagissant du
rapport de Mme Krehl, je me réjouis que certaines de nos propositions aient été reprises. Un
mécanisme de pré-validation dont les porteurs de projets pourraient se prévaloir aupres de leur
banque afin de ne pas devoir attendre les déblocages budgétaires, souvent tardifs. En revanche, je
rejoins les critiques quant au manque d’étude d'impact accompagnant la suppression des régions
intermédiaires ou l'intégration du FEADER dans le reglement général. Je déplore enfin qu'un
rapport aussi vaste ne dise mot des conséquences des politiques migratoires sur la cohésion
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économique ou culturelle. Pour ces raisons, nous voterons contre le rapport de M. Omarjee et
nous nous abstiendrons sur celui de Mme Krehl.

3-395-0000
Andzelika Anna Mozdzanowska, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Szanowna Pani
Komisarz! Szanowni Panstwo ! Ostatnie lata doswiadczen udowodnily, ze polityka spdjnosci to
dynamiczny rozwéj regionéw. By to zapewnié, musi by¢ elastyczna i dostosowana do
konkretnych potrzeb w regionach panstw cztonkowskich.

Trudno dzi§ wyrokowal, w zwigzku z obecnym kryzysem energetycznym, wojng na Ukrainie,
sytuacja pokovidowa i ogromng recesja gospodarcza, jak ma wygladac polityka sp6jnosci za szesé
lat. Bedzie bowiem ona skutecznym narzedziem dynamicznego rozwoju Unii Europejskiej tylko
wtedy, gdy bedzie elastycznie odpowiadaé na zmieniajace si¢ uwarunkowania i nowe globalne
wyzwania.

Jesli Europa przyszlosci ma by¢ innowacyjna i konkurencyjna, a transformacja energetyczna,
cyfryzacja i demografia majg sta¢ si¢ sila napedowa wzrostu gospodarczego, musimy
zagwarantowa¢ niezbedng i adekwatng do potrzeb wysokos¢ srodkéw w budzecie na polityke
spdjnosci po 2027 roku. REPowerEU, tak wazny nowy instrument w drodze do bezpieczenistwa
energetycznego Europejczykow, oznacza konieczno$¢ gigantycznych naktadéw, ale nie moze staé
na drodze inwestycyjnego rozwoju regionéw. A w tej kwestii mam dzisiaj spore watpliwosci.

3-396-0000
Martina Michels, im Namen der The Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prasidentin, liebe Frau Kommissarin
Ferreira, liebe Kollegen! Ja, es stimmt, wir haben in den vergangenen Jahren gemeinsam vieles
richtig gemacht und mit europdischer Regionalpolitik ein solidarisches Krisenbewusstsein
bewiesen. Aber wo war denn zum Beispiel heute in der typischen Ankiindigungsrede unserer
Kommissionsprasidentin der radikale Eingriff in den Energiemarkt? Um Energiearmut zu
verhindern, miissen Energienetze und Versorgung in die offentliche Hand, um sie endlich
demokratisch kontrollieren zu konnen. Die heilige soziale Marktwirtschaft richtet hier derzeit gar
nichts. Nicht einmal zu einer Ubergewinnsteuer der Krisenprofiteure kann man sich durchringen.

Woher sollen denn die Ressourcen fiir eine Energiepreisdeckelung kommen? Ein zeitweiliger
Solidaritdtsbeitrag ist kein Ersatz. Am Ende, meine Kollegen, kann die Kohdsionspolitik eben nicht
ausgleichen, was Schuldenbremsen an 6ffentlichen Investitionen fir den Klimaschutz und in der
Energiekrise blockieren.

Wir konnen Projekte fiir erneuerbare Energien fordern und Rechtsstaatlichkeit zum
Forderkriterium machen. Das ist richtig. Doch wie unglaubwiirdig bleibt das, wenn wir derzeit
dreckiges, teures Fracking-Gas iiberall in der Welt kaufen miissen und auch dabei besser iiber
Rechtsstaatlichkeit schweigen? Liest man den Bericht des REGI-Ausschusses, hat man eine sozial
ausbalancierte Energiewende vor Augen. Aber die Realitit ist davon weit entfernt. Putins
verbrecherischer Krieg entwickelt sich auch zu einem Tiefschlag fiir eine nachhaltige Klima- und
Energiepolitik, wenn wir hier nicht konsequent mit einem EU-Haushalt fiir den sozialen,
wirtschaftlichen und okologischen Zusammenhalt gegensteuern, statt die Beschaffung im
militarischen Bereich anzukurbeln.

3-397-0000
Maxette Pirbakas (NI). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le rapporteur, & mon avis, ce rapport
sur les régions frontaliéres ne fait pas I'impasse sur 'outre-mer. Parce que oui, nous sommes aussi
des régions frontalieres. J'apprécie cette attention portée aux territoires qui ont un besoin
particulier d’Europe, surtout dans le contexte tres difficile que nous connaissons actuellement.
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Adaptation et pragmatisme sont les deux ambitions que nous devons porter pour les régions
frontalieres, parmi lesquelles nos départements d’outre-mer. Adaptation parce que nous sommes
confrontés a des réalités locales tres spécifiques, et pragmatisme afin d’agir sans idéologie, au plus
prés des probléemes que nous subissons. Cest pourquoi je salue la perspective que trace votre
rapport de développer les coopérations transfrontalieres.

Bien stir, nous le savons, nous qui sommes loin du continent, les meilleurs axes de développement
se trouvent souvent dans la coopération avec des régions dépendant d'Etats tiers situés dans notre
zone géographique. Notre histoire ultramarine s’est construite dans un rapport de satellisation vis-
a-vis de la centralité du continent européen. Nous sommes désormais conscients qu’il faut rompre
avec ce cercle vicieux qui bride le développement des régions frontaliéres et singulierement de
l'outre-mer. Toute initiative allant dans le sens d’'une nouvelle relation entre les marges et la
centralité est positive. Aussi, je soutiens votre rapport, Monsieur le rapporteur.

3-398-0000
Christian Doleschal (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, sehr geehrte Kommissarin, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen! Kohisions- und Fordermittel sind wichtig fiir den Zusammenbhalt und die Entwicklung
unserer Regionen.

Als regionalpolitischer Sprecher der CDU/CSU-Gruppe setze ich mich tagtdglich in der
Fachpolitik fiir unsere Regionalpolitik ein. Auf unsere gemeinsame Arbeit am Bericht mit dem
Titel ,Grenzregionen in der EU: Reallabors der europdischen Integration“ konnen wir — denke ich
— gemeinsam stolz sein. Wir wollen, dass keine Region zuriickbleibt, keine Region strukturell
benachteiligt wird.

Ich selbst bin aufgewachsen an der deutsch-tschechischen Grenze und kenne die biirokratischen
Hiirden und Alltagssorgen sehr gut. Die Corona-Pandemie war wie ein Brennglas dafiir, und die
zeitweisen Grenzschlieungen haben grofle Schaden angerichtet — fiir die Wirtschaft, aber auch
fiir das Vertrauen der Menschen in das Nachbarland, fiir das Vertrauen der Menschen in die
Europiische Union.

Wir haben an den Grenzregionen aber auch ganz konkrete Herausforderungen: Sprachbarrieren,
unterschiedliche Verwaltungssysteme, unterschiedliche Strukturen, konkrete Unterschiede.
Deshalb freut es mich ganz besonders, dass der Bericht nun zur Einfihrung einer
Grenzlandmilliarde auffordert. Sie wird eine besondere budgetire und auch strukturelle
Unterstiitzung zu Beginn des nichsten Finanzrahmens sein, die wir dringend benotigen. Denn ich
bin davon tiberzeugt, dass Europa gerade in den Grenzregionen zusammenwéchst.

3-399-0000

Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D). — Madam President, dear Commissioner, dear colleagues, dear
rapporteurs, we are all aware how important the cohesion policy is for reducing the gaps between
the Member States and for helping the most vulnerable regions. The unused resources from the
previous programming period were put to great use when we were dealing with the COVID-19
crisis.

Our quick response mobilised additional funding, made the crisis response eligible and allowed
higher cofinancing rates. However, we should avoid using the very well filled buckets from the
cohesion funds for other potential gaps in other parts of the EU budget.

This 8th Cohesion Report concludes that in 2023, the GDP per capita in less-developed regions
would be 26% higher due to the 2014-2020 support from the cohesion policy. We need the
current programming period to also be successful if we want to overcome the current
consequences of the energy and economic crisis we are facing. I urge the Commission and the
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Member States to speed up the adoption of the partnership agreements in the programmes so that
our citizens have the support they deserve.

Last but not least, let me thank our coordinator, Constanze Krehl, for the hard work she has done
on this report. This is one of the last and most memorable pieces of work she’s probably going to
do in this Parliament, as she’s retiring. I just want to thank you for your commitment and for the
more than 30 years’ work you have put into this institution. I'm sure all of us here and all of our
colleagues appreciate and respect your work.

3-400-0000
Puhemies - Paljon kiitoksia ndistd vuosista ja tirkeistd tyostd ja kaikkea hyviid edustaja Krehlille!

3-401-0000
Sandro Gozi (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, pendant la crise du
COVID, les régions frontalieres voulaient coopérer davantage. Elles n'ont pas pu, a cause
d’obstacles bureaucratiques. Face aux catastrophes naturelles, face a la crise énergétique, une
intégration entre régions frontalieres s'impose. Elles rencontrent trop d’entraves. Les travailleurs
transfrontaliers demandent des services dans leur lieu de travail que les autorités locales ne
peuvent pas offrir. Le rapport du président Omarjee dénonce justement tout cela.

La solution législative, nous la connaissons, elle est sur la table du Conseil. Elle s'appelle le
mécanisme frontalier européen, mais les négociations sont bloquées. Nous voulons relancer ce
dossier en prenant en compte les principales préoccupations du Conseil et en pleine coopération
avec la Commission. A cette fin, chers collegues, nous devons adopter une résolution d'initiative
législative, indiquer les modifications législatives nécessaires et favoriser un nouvel accord avec le
Conseil. Car notre Europe, c’est 'Europe des solutions concretes et transnationales, solutions que
nous voulons multiplier pour nos régions et pour nos citoyens.

3-402-0000
Francois Alfonsi (Verts/ALE). - Madame la Présidente, Madame la Commissaire, ce rapport sur
les régions frontalieres, laboratoires vivants de 'intégration européenne, montre tout I'intérét qu’il
y a pour I'Union européenne a définir des politiques ciblées pour ces territoires spécifiques,
comme le sont les iles et comme le sont les régions transfrontaliéres.

Ces régions sont bel et bien des laboratoires vivants de I'intégration européenne. Si 'on devait faire
un bilan comparant la situation avant d’étre en Europe et la situation nouvelle apres avoir intégré
I'Union européenne, c’est sans nul doute ces régions frontalieres qui montreraient les
changements les plus grands dans la vie de leurs citoyens. Cela tient a un double effet: reléguées
aux marges de leurs Etats membres, ces régions étaient le plus souvent marginalisées et a I'écart du
développement. L’avénement du marché unique, l'ouverture d’espaces nouveaux grace a la
suppression des frontieres ont été pour elles des facteurs incontestables de développement.

Pour autant, beaucoup reste a faire pour valoriser toutes les potentialités de ces régions pour
I'Europe. Cest dans les régions frontalieres que la politique de cohésion et de développement
régional pourra disposer de la plus grande marge de progression pour les années a venir. Pour cela,
il faut lever les obstacles qui restent encore nombreux et vivaces: des obstacles physiques, par des
connexions qui sont encore insuffisantes; des obstacles administratifs et juridiques, car il faut
harmoniser les politiques publiques entre des régions proches géographiquement mais séparées
par les législations étatiques. 11 y a aussi les obstacles linguistiques qui pourraient souvent
facilement étre levés en mettant en avant les cultures et les langues transfrontalieres, souvent
différentes de celles des capitales étatiques. Je pense a I'Alsace, ou nous sommes aujourd’hui, a la
Corse ou jhabite, qui bénéficie d'une méme base linguistique et culturelle que la Sardaigne et le
reste de I'ltalie, au Pays basque ou a la Catalogne, dont la langue commune est un trait d’'union par
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dessus les Pyrénées. Tous ces atouts doivent revivre et étre mis a profit avec l'aide de 'Union
européenne.

Aux frontieres des Etats membres, il existe donc de multiples territoires dans lesquels la
construction européenne peut connaitre des développements considérables. Encore faut-il leur en
donner les moyens. C'est ce que propose ce rapport que mon groupe soutient sans réserve.

3-403-0000
Elzbieta Kruk (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! O tym, jak istotne jest wypracowanie rozwigzan
odpowiadajacych na wyzwania demograficzne, ekonomiczne, spoleczne czy srodowiskowe, z
ktorymi borykaja si¢ regiony przygraniczne, swiadczy fakt, ze obejmuja one 40% terytoriéw i
30% ludnosci calej Unii Europejskiej. Wiekszos¢ z tych wyzwan moze by¢ wspierana finansowo
poprzez programy wspOlpracy w ramach Interreg. Jednakze jego budzet przewidziany na lata
2021-2027 zostal znacznie obnizony. W przypadku Polski koperta krajowa dla Interreg zostala
uszczuplona az 0 20%.

Obecne okolicznosci geopolityczne pokazaly, jak bledna to polityka. Rosyjska agresja na Ukraing
dowiodla wielkiego znaczenia dostosowania polityki spojnosci do specyficznych i zmiennych
potrzeb poszczegdlnych panstw czlonkowskich oraz zapewnienia odpowiedniego jej
finansowania na poziomie umozliwiajagcym wlasciwg realizacj¢ celow w danym miejscu i czasie.
Wojna dotkneta obszary transgraniczne w znacznie wigkszym stopniu niz inne regiony, dlatego
powinny zostaé wyznaczone nowe cele i nowe plany dzialania dostosowane do nowej
rzeczywistoSci. Wzmocnienie istniejgcych programéw wspolpracy transgranicznej miedzy
Polskg, Wegrami, Rumunig i Slowacja a Ukraing w ramach inicjatywy Interreg bedzie
$wiadectwem solidarnosci europejskiej z narodem ukrainskim.

3-404-0000
Chris MacManus (The Left). — Madam President, I welcome these reports. However, the 8th
report unfortunately reaffirms that my home region in Ireland, the north and west, has for over a
decade been stuck in a so-called development trap. The region has actually slipped in relative
terms from being a developed region to a region in transition. It begs the question: In transition to
what?

The route out of this trap must be investment. As I speak, Ireland is the only country that has had
its plan for spending the recovery and resilience approved. Yet, it has failed to apply for pre-
financing grants or loans under the fund. Unbearable regions like mine are crying out for
investment. The closure of essential public services and banks compound this trapped status, and
there’s no digital age without full, affordable broadband technology.

Such factors highlight the need for a plan, something sorely lacking — cohesion funding, state aid
flexibility, a EUR 1 000 000 000 RRF allocation, and the Brexit fund offer a ready-made
investment package if the political will and imagination to stand up for the north and west of
Ireland existed. Unfortunately, it doesn’t with our government parties.

For example, a western rail corridor accessible to Knock Airport, continuing ultimately to Derry,
would be a crucial link in an all-Ireland railway, creating jobs and connectivity. Infrastructural
investment is the primary way to tackle regional imbalances, and that is why I will highlight the
need for a real investment plan for the north and west regions of Ireland.

3-405-0000
Clara Ponsati Obiols (NI). — Madam President, in January 2021, France closed many border
points, arguing prevention against terrorism and COVID restrictions. One year and nine months
later, the border at the Col de Banyuls in Catalonia remains closed. Some huge rocks are blocking
the road. Nine months ago, following our written question on the matter, the Commission
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informed us of a dialogue with the Government of France to open the border. Furthermore, the
Court of Justice has concluded that internal border controls by Member States cannot exceed six
months.

Today’s report emphasises the risk of underdevelopment in border regions and calls for more, not
less, openness and cooperation. Border closures separate families, friends and neighbours and
thwart economic, cultural and political freedoms. It is ironic that decades after the freedom of
movement was enshrined as the cornerstone of our Union, Spain and France remain unrelenting
in their aim to separate Catalans north and south of the border, trying to erase our language, our
culture and our history, and literally setting rocks on the road to divide us.

This is intolerable and must end. French authorities must open the border pass.

(The speaker concluded in a non-official language)

3-406-0000
Andrey Novakov (PPE). — Madam President, Madam Commissioner, talking about regional
policy, what comes to my mind are the lessons from the history that we have, because Europe has
a very strong history of border regions and borders. 'm happy that most of the internal borders of
the Union were turned into bridges, railways and roads that connect businesses, tourists and
people in general. This is great. But still, there are some lessons to be learned. There are still
internal borders between EU Member States, which are keeping trucks waiting there for days,
spending money, polluting the air and losing profit for their companies.

There is an eastern solution for that. Countries like Croatia, Romania and Bulgaria should be
included in the Schengen Area while they have been covering all the requirements for years until
now. There is no explanation for that.

Talking about borders and regions, let’s talk about external border regions of the European Union.
We are suffering from high pressure on the external borders, especially in the country I know best,
Bulgaria, and recently we have had a big wave of illegal migration. We need the adoption and
update of the Multiannual Financial Framework in order to secure our borders — better-equipped
personnel, better technical equipment on the borders to protect our families, our citizens and our
cities. Those people deserve a good night’s sleep and somebody who is taking care of them who is
well-paid and well-motivated.

In the very end, I would like to pay tribute to both Bulgarian policemen who lost their lives
chasing an illegal migrant bus crossing my country. I'm sure this Parliament will learn the lessons
from history and will not let this happen again.

3-407-0000

Marcos Ros Sempere (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, la politica de cohesion ha cosido la Unién
Europea a lo largo de su historia. Ha servido para corregir, para atenuar las diferencias de esta
Unidn de, al menos, dos velocidades con una guerra a nuestras puertas, una gran crisis energética
y la crisis climdtica que cada vez nos golpea mas; ahora, mds que nunca, es el momento de reforzar
estas politicas. Reforzar la cohesion econdmica, social y territorial de las distintas regiones,
siguiendo las prioridades politicas de la Unién Europea.

La reciente catdstrofe del volcan en La Palma nos ensefia que debemos reforzar y modernizar el
Fondo de Solidaridad. Debemos aunar esfuerzos para que todas las regiones europeas avancen al
mismo ritmo. Es necesario que se sigan cofinanciando, como se ha estado haciendo hasta ahora,
teniendo en cuenta cada una de las tres categorfas descritas. No debemos olvidar tampoco las
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grandes bolsas y dreas muy poco desarrolladas que existen en regiones calificadas como mas
desarrolladas y que reciben muy pocos fondos y muy poca atencion.

La eliminacién de las diferencias entre paises y regiones y trabajar para un crecimiento
homogéneo son los principios fundacionales de la Union Europea. Y este es el espiritu que debe
guiarnos hacia una Europa cada vez menos desigual y, por tanto, mds democratica.

3-408-0000
Susana Solis Pérez (Renew). — Sefiora presidenta, lo primero, decir que me parece indignante
que una fugada de la justicia espafiola hable asi, en este Parlamento, sobre Espaiia.

Y si, sefiora comisaria, yo creo que podemos estar muy orgullosos de la politica de cohesion y que
si algo hemos aprendido es que, para que sea util, debe ser flexible y encontrar ese equilibrio entre
preservar su enfoque a largo plazo para reducir las disparidades entre las regiones y dar respuestas
a situaciones imprevistas y a crisis, como hicimos con REACT-EU durante la COVID-19, como
hicimos con los refugiados ucranianos y como debemos hacer ahora con la inflacién y el precio de
la energia. Por eso, me parece urgente, seflora comisaria, un mecanismo para dar apoyo a las
pymes y a las familias.

Y mi otro punto es la simplificacion. Porque la burocracia y la falta de personal cualificado esta
llevando a situaciones preocupantes, como la de Espafia, donde nos falta por ejecutar parte de los
fondos del periodo 2014-2020. Aun no hemos entregado los planes operativos del periodo
2021-2027 y podemos perder una anualidad del Fondo de Transicion Justa porque tenemos una
administracion desbordada tratando de gestionar los fondos Next Generation EU.

Por eso, si hablamos de futuro hay que hablar de simplificacién, de modernizacién y de establecer
sinergias para que los fondos se complementen y no se solapen, como estd pasando ahora.

3-409-0000
Rosa D’Amato (Verts/ALE). — Signora Presidente, signora Commissaria, onorevoli colleghi, cara
Constanze, grazie per questa relazione e grazie per il lavoro di questi anni.

Siamo qui a discutere del futuro della politica di coesione, di accesso diretto ai finanziamenti per le
citta, di PIL che non puo pil essere l'unico indicatore, di rivedere il patto di stabilita e crescita e
dovremmo, qui, dichiarare compatti alla Commissione e al Consiglio che la politica di coesione ¢
fondamentale per la transizione energetica delle nostre regioni e dei nostri comuni. E soprattutto
che i fondi di coesione non sono uno strumento di emergenza.

Pero, c’'¢ un pero: con RepowerEU, col silenzio assenso della Commissione, dei gruppi politici e
del Consiglio viene inferta, io temo, una ferita, forse mortale, alla politica di coesione.

Basta finanziare le fonti fossili, i rigassificatori e chissa cos’altro. Non arrecare danno significativo ¢
un principio che non va sospeso. E poi, nessun vincolo territoriale all'uso di queste risorse, cuore
pulsante del principio di convergenza e quindi della politica regionale? E cosi, avanti, con
trasferimenti e con deroghe.

Di emergenza in emergenza, ci viene chiesto di essere complici. Ma non possiamo esserlo: noi
Verdi non possiamo essere complici della distruzione della politica regionale.

3-410-0000

Eugen Jurzyca (ECR). — Pani predsedajica, predkladatelia materidlu vyzyvaji Komisiu, aby
zvazila vytvorenie vynimky v pravidlach Paktu stability a rastu na verejné vydavky na politiku
sudrznosti.
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Lenze, ¢ierna je jednoducho ¢ierna, biela je biela, deficit je deficit a dlh je dlh. Vyldcenim vydavkov
na politiku studrznosti z deficitu nedosiahneme, 7e budeme mat na konci dna nizsi duch.
Zvysujeme tym len riziko dalSieho zhorSovania uz teraz zlého stavu verejnych financif.

Teda zvysujeme riziko, ze mladym fudom sa v EU nebude opldcat pracovat, podnikat a Zit.

Clenské taty potrebuji jasné a jednoduché fiskdlne pravidld, ktoré budd dodrziavat. Nie dalsie
vynimky, ktorymi bud fiskdlnu disciplinu obchddzat.

3-411-0000

Jodo Pimenta Lopes (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, o processo negocial para a utiliza¢do dos
fundos por parte dos Estados, nomeadamente para as politicas de coesdo, tem visiveis e
significativos atrasos, com implicagdes na necessdria e célere mobilizagdo e execucdo para
financiar investimentos que permitam responder as estratégias de desenvolvimento de cada
Estado.

E caso para recordar que estes fundos nunca compensaram os prejuizos que o processo de
integragdo impds em diversos dominios, agravando assimetrias e desigualdades, tornando
Portugal mais dependente. A Comissdo vem agora sugerir, a reboque da crise energética, que os
Estados mobilizem recursos — que ja sdo insuficientes para a coesdo —, para financiar o RePowerEU,
desviando fundos para servir os interesses dos grandes grupos econdmicos. A manta é curta e
assim a querem manter para manter o garrote sobre os Estados.

Uma politica de coesdo reforcada nos seus fundos sem condicionalidades, com taxas de
comparticipagdo mais elevadas, com maior flexibilidade nos procedimentos de gestio e
instrumentos de assisténcia técnica mais proéximos, eis algumas condi¢des para que ela pudesse
contribuir para contrariar esse caminho de divergéncia.

3-412-0000
Pascal Arimont (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, sehr geehrte Frau Kommissarin! Ich komme aus
Ostbelgien, einer Grenzregion im Herzen Europas. Ich habe an dieser Stelle schon sehr oft dariiber
gesprochen, mit welchen Schwierigkeiten die Menschen dort zu tun haben, wenn sie auf der einen
Seite wohnen und leben und auf der anderen Seite arbeiten.

Dazu zwei Beispiele: Fiir Grenzganger wurden wahrend der COVID-Pandemie Sonderregeln
erreicht, um ihnen die Telearbeit in ihrem Wohnsitzland zu ermdéglichen. Diese Sonderregeln sind
nun aber in Bezug auf die steuerliche Behandlung durch die Mitgliedstaaten beendet worden. Das
Homeoffice gehort allerdings mittlerweile in vielen Unternehmen zur gelebten Normalitit. Liebe
Kommission, wir brauchen da eine Losung, und das sehr dringend. Ansonsten werden erneut
zahlreiche Menschen aus den Grenzregionen auf unserem europdischen Arbeitsmarkt
benachteiligt.

Im zweiten Beispiel geht es um den Grenzregionenmechanismus, mit dem Grenzregionen fiir ein
ganz konkretes Projekt die Rechtsvorschriften eines Mitgliedstaates anwenden konnen. Das wiirde
zahlreiche grenziiberschreitende Projekte erheblich vereinfachen. Bei Noteinsitzen an der Grenze
gibt es immer noch Schwierigkeiten, wenn es darum geht, die nichstgelegene Ambulanz
herbeizurufen oder das nichstgelegene Krankenhaus anzusteuern, wenn dies auf der anderen Seite
der Grenze liegt. Dadurch kann man sehr wichtige Zeit verlieren. Mit dem so genannten
Grenzregionenmechanismus konnte all dies sehr viel einfacher gemacht und umgesetzt werden.

Liebe Mitgliedstaaten, die zwar jetzt nicht hier sind, aber ich sage es trotzdem: Bitte beenden Sie
die Blockade, denken Sie an die Praxis der Menschen vor Ort. Wir brauchen diesen Mechanismus.
Wir erwarten von den Mitgliedstaaten, dass wir hier endlich weiterkommen und verhandeln
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konnen im Sinne der vielen Grenzregionen in Europa. Und — last, but not least — ein personliches
Wort auch im Namen unserer, meiner Fraktion: ein ganz herzliches Dankeschon an Constanze
Krehl fiir die langjdhrige hervorragende Zusammenarbeit. Dazu funf Worte: Vielen Dank und
mach’s gut!

3-413-0000

Isabel Carvalhais (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comisséria, a politica de coesdo tem
sido, de facto, crucial na promocgdo da convergéncia no seio da Europa. E, contudo, muitas regides
estdo a ficar para trds, com claro destaque para as nossas zonas rurais. As politicas e a¢des da
Unido, combinadas com as nacionais e regionais, sdo, como aqui dito tantas vezes, fundamentais
para que os cidaddos europeus rurais sejam capazes de responder aos desafios da perda
demografica, da falta de acesso a servicos bdsicos, da falta de oportunidades de emprego de
qualidade, das pressdes climdticas, da menor conectividade e do acesso limitado a inovagio.

Ja varias vezes saudei a estratégia, a estratégia ndo, a visdo a longo prazo para as zonas rurais. Mas
eu relembro sempre, e aqui também aproveito a oportunidade para o dizer, que é necessario que
essa visdo se transforme numa verdadeira estratégia rural europeia, a ser plenamente integrada nos
futuros periodos de programacio e acompanhada por estratégias rurais nacionais.

E imperativo demonstrar a todas as regides e a todos os nossos cidaddos que a Unido Europeia estd
la para os apoiar. S6 assim promovemos realmente o verdadeiro espirito de solidariedade
europeia.

Permita-me s6 uma dultima palavra de enorme agradecimento e reconhecimento pela grande
mulher que é a nossa Constanze Krehl, e ela bem sabe como nos fica no coragdo o seu
extraordindrio trabalho nesta Casa.

3-414-0000
Vlad-Marius Botos (Renew). — Doamnad presedintd, doamna comisard, stimati colegi, politicile
de coeziune sunt menite sd aducd regiunile mai putin dezvoltate la standardele de bundstare
europeand.

Aceste fonduri sunt puse la dispozitia statelor membre care mai au de recuperat in domeniul
infrastructurii, al serviciilor sociale si educationale si, asa cum dovedesc statisticile, dar si situatia
din teren, sunt extrem de benefice pentru regiunile si statele care vor sa recupereze.

Este important totusi ca, pe langa fonduri destinate dezvoltarii, aceste state si regiuni sd aiba parte
de know-how, de sprijin tehnic pentru a elabora strategii de dezvoltare reale, aplicate si specifice
regiunilor lor.

Flexibilitatea fondurilor de coeziune este, de asemenea, un element necesar, tinind cont de
realitdtile din ultimii ani, pentru ca autoritatile regionale si locale sd se poatd adapta, sd poatd
elabora proiecte in functie de provocdrile cu care se confrunta.

Und jetzt zuletzt will ich mich auch bei Ihnen bedanken, Frau Krehl, fur die 31 Jahre, in denen Sie
in diesem Haus jeden Tag dieses Engagement gezeigt haben, und fiir die letzten drei Jahre, in
denen wir im REGI-Ausschuss sehr gut zusammengearbeitet haben.

3-416-0000
Ana Miranda (Verts/ALE). — Senhora Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, Senhor Relator, o meu
pais, a Galiza, faz fronteira com a nagdo irma de Portugal e necessita de respostas que ultrapassem
as barreiras que nos limitam e separam da realidade social, ambiental, cultural e econémica da
qual fazemos parte, com melhores ligagdes de transporte, como as linhas ferrovidrias entre Vigo e
o Porto. Com uma resposta conjunta a desastres naturais, como os incéndios, a partilha de
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servigos publicos, sanitdrios, educativos e culturais, porque é necessario eliminar os obstaculos
que ainda dificultam a vida e a cooperagdo transfronteirica, como aconteceu na pandemia,
fechando fronteiras em zonas densamente povoadas, de grande movimento de trabalhadores,
com graves consequéncias econdmicas.

Pelo contrario, quero que O relator conhega o laboratério vivo da amizade transfronteirica, a
Eurocidade Cerveira-Tomiflo, dois municipios, um projeto comum. A Eurocidade Cerveira-
Tomiflo participa no Agrupamento Europeu de Cooperagdo Territorial do Rio Minho, que retine
26 municipios da fronteira do Minho entre a Galiza e Portugal. A Eurocidade é um novo modelo
de governacdo transfronteirica, igual ao da Eurocidade Verin-Chaves e outras.

Queremos continuar apoiando as pontes sem fronteiras contra as barreiras administrativas do
centralismo. Essa ¢ a Europa dos povos.

3-417-0000
Krzysztof Jurgiel (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Komisarz! Popieramy postulat Parlamentu
Europejskiego wskazujacy na potrzebe zapewnienia odpowiedniego, solidnego finansowania
polityki spéjnosci. Widzimy konieczno$¢ uproszczenia procedur. Najwigksze wyzwania polityki
spojnosci to bezpieczenistwo zywnosciowe i energetyczne, niskoemisyjna transformacja
krajowych gospodarek, cyfryzacja i problemy demograficzne, zwigkszone ruchy migracyjne i
wreszcie likwidacja skutkéw pandemii i wojny. Jesli chodzi o regiony przygraniczne, to nadal
bariery dla regionéw przygranicznych dotyczg mobilnosci i $wiadczenia ustug transportowych,
rynku pracy i ochrony zdrowia. Potrzebna jest bardziej efektywna odpowiedZ na wyzwania
demograficzne, ekonomiczne, spoleczne czy S$rodowiskowe oraz wyznaczanie wyzwan
dotyczacych likwidacji skutkéw pandemii i wojny. Pozytywnym dziataniem polityki spojnosci w
zakresie regionéw przygranicznych jest trzeci program dla Polski Wschodniej, ktory zmniejsza
dysproporcje rozwojowe. I postulat ogdlny: apeluje do Komisji Europejskiej o odblokowanie
srodkow z krajowego planu odbudowy.

3-418-0000

Franc Bogovi¢ (PPE). — Spostovana predsedujoca, sposStovana gospa komisarka, cenjena
porocevalca. Najprej iskrene Cestitke porocevalcema za odli¢ni porocili. Vam gospa Constanze
iskrena hvala za enkratno sodelovanje v teh letih, kar sem tudi sam v Evropskem parlamentu v
Odboru regij.

Kot smo Ze danes dejali, mislim, da je potrebno ponoviti, da kohezijska politika deluje in je zelo
pomembna. Pomembna je z vidika zniZevanja razvojnih razlik, razlik med regijami. Zelo
pomembna je tudi, ker je razvojna v tem smislu, da se ob¢inski proracuni, regionalni proracuni
prilagodijo tudi usmeritvam kohezijske politike.

Sam imam s tem bogate izkusnje tudi kot dolgoletni Zupan v Sloveniji. Kohezijska politika je znala
v zadnjih letih tudi biti odzivna in odgovoriti na izzive, ki jih je prinasala na eni strani migrantska
kriza, covid kriza ali pa, ¢e hocete, sedaj energetska kriza. Kar je zame zelo pomembno, je to, da je
princip solidarnosti skozi kohezijsko politiko najlaze izpeljati. Zato je ta politika vezivo Evropske
unije in jo Evropejci tudi razumejo kot taksno.

Tudi sam bi rad izpostavil pomen podezelja, kjer biva 140 milijonov ljudi. V prihodnosti je
potrebno sklade, ki so razvojni, od regionalnega, kohezijskega, socialnega in tudi ostale sklade,
zdruziti na podeZelju in tudi tam narediti celovit razvoj. Kajti brez razvitega podezelja bo
Evropska unija zelo osiromasena. Hvala in Cestitke $e enkrat za delo.

3-419-0000
Hannes Heide (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, Frau Kommissarin! Kohasion ist eine fundamentale
Idee der Europdischen Union. Kohdsionspolitik ist das Herz der Europapolitik, und sie muss
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erfolgreich sein, denn die Zukunft Europas entscheidet sich im lindlichen Raum und in jenen
Regionen, die sich zuriickgelassen fithlen, die entindustrialisiert sind.

Das zeigt sich auch ganz deutlich, dass dort die EU-Skepsis grofSer ist als in anderen Regionen,
dass nationalistische Ideen dort stirker verfolgt werden — und auch der Brexit wurde nicht in
urbanen Zentren entschieden, sondern genau in diesen Regionen. Daher muss Europa dort
handeln und entsprechend die Programme auch gezielt zu den Menschen bringen, die dort leben.

Regionalpolitik ist mehr als Landwirtschaftsforderung, als Industrie- und Wirtschaftsforderung. Es
geht darum, soziookonomisch wirksam zu sein. Es braucht Kinderbetreuung, Bildung, kulturelle
Angebote, Gesundheitseinrichtungen, Mobilitit, Energieeffizienz, auch Katastrophenschutz und
Priavention. Ich darf iberziehen, weil genau das hat Constanze Krehl gelebt, und ich mochte mich
bei Dir, Constanze, ganz herzlich fiir deine Arbeit bedanken und auch zu diesem Bericht
gratulieren. Alles Gute!

3-420-0000
Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew). — Sefiora presidenta, las regiones deben tener acceso directo
a los fondos de cohesion: la participacion directa de regiones y ciudades garantiza un mejor ajuste
de los programas a las necesidades y capacidades del tejido productivo, acerca los procesos de
decision a la ciudadania y mejora las posibilidades de control. Esta medida, ademds, implica mejor
la politica de cohesion en la transicion energética y los procesos de descarbonizacion.

El conocimiento del medio y el tejido productivo, la capacidad para conectar con la ciudadania y
trabajar conjuntamente en cambios imprescindibles en la movilidad, en el tratamiento de residuos
y otras materias clave, reside en las instituciones regionales y locales; por eso, conectar
directamente las operaciones de cohesion con quienes mejor conocen los territorios no solo es
una necesidad, es ya una obligacion.

Finalmente, pido que se aproveche el conocimiento que en materia de integracién y cohesion
pueden aportar las regiones transfronterizas: sus 150 millones de habitantes conocen como nadie
lo que perdemos por no eliminar del todo las fronteras que nos separan durante siglos.

3-421-0000
Piernicola Pedicini (Verts/ALE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, io credo che, al di la
delle crisi attuali e sul medio periodo, possiamo certamente dire e osservare che la politica di
coesione ha avuto dovunque leffetto di ridurre il divario territoriale sul territorio dell'Unione
europea.

E questo pero tranne in Italia — lo dico ai relatori — dove le diseguaglianze economiche, sociali e
territoriali aumentano, sempre di pit, senza far registrare nessuna inversione di tendenza ormai da
decenni. E questo nonostante che il dispositivo per la ripresa e la resilienza presenti proprio il
contrasto alle diseguaglianze territoriali tra le sue priorita orizzontali.

E allora io riporto le conclusioni del Dipartimento delle politiche di coesione e dell'Ufficio di
bilancio del parlamento italiano, che segnalano il rischio concreto di fallimento degli obiettivi a
medio termine, perché le modalita con cui & stato concepito il piano italiano prevedono
meccanismi di distribuzione che, di fatto, trasferiranno e trasferiscono i finanziamenti dalla parte
povera del paese alla parte ricca del paese.

Chiedo alla Commissione europea cosa intende fare per impedire questo stravolgimento degli
obiettivi che danneggiano non soltanto I'ltalia, ma 'Unione europea intera.

3-422-0000

VORSITZ: RAINER WIELAND



14-09-2022 199

Vizeprdsident

3-423-0000
Daniel Buda (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, multumesc; as dori in primul rand si 1i multumesc si
eu doamnei Constanze Krehl pentru intreaga activitate din Comisia de dezvoltare regionala.

Politica de coeziune reprezintd instrumentul care trebuie sd insufle cetdtenilor incredere in viitorul
lor, indiferent in ce colt al Europei s-ar afla.

Pandemia COVID-19 si razboiul din Ucraina au provocat cea mai gravd recesiune dupd anul
1945, iar acest lucru ne obligd la un set de actiuni concrete, menite sd inldture disparitdtile
regionale.

Investitiile in infrastructurd, indiferent dacid vorbim de cea feroviard sau rutierd, alituri de
infrastructura medicald sau scolard, reprezintd elemente indispensabile pentru orice regiune.
Cresterea economicd pe termen lung este subsumatd accesului la internet in banda largd, dar mai
ales cercetdrii si inovarii.

Un loc aparte il reprezintd consolidarea legdturilor dintre zonele urbane si rurale, care au
posibilitatea de a oferi noi oportunitdti de dezvoltare si de stimulare a dezvoltarii economice si
sociale. Tncurajarea investitiilor la nivel regional, urban si rural, prin mobilizarea resurselor din
sectorul privat trebuie dublatd de o reducere substantiald a birocratiei in accesarea fondurilor
europene.

lar in acest context, subliniez, doamnd comisard, necesitatea sinergiei fondurilor, care sa permitd
atingerea acestor obiective, iar exemplul Fondului LEADER este cel mai bun de urmat pentru toate
statele membre.

Regiunile transfrontaliere au nevoie de solutii si politici adaptate noilor realititi. In acelasi timp,
tinerea Romaniei, Bulgariei si Croatiei in afara spatiului Schengen o apreciez ca fiind profund
imorald, deoarece aceste state sunt pregdtite din punct de vedere tehnic, iar dezvoltarea regionala
este imposibila fard sd fie apartindtoare acestui spatiu.

(Vorbitorul a fost de acord sd rdspundd unei interventii de tip ,.cartonas albastru”)

3-424-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE), interventie de tip ,cartonas albastru”. — Domnule deputat, ati amintit despre
nevoia de a sustine euroregiunile. Ce mdsuri concrete credeti cd trebuie implementate pentru a
sustine aceste euroregiuni?

3-425-0000
Daniel Buda (PPE), rdspuns la interventia de tip ,cartonas albastru”. — Domnule presedinte, cred ci
este nevoie in primul rand de reducerea birocratiei in ceea ce inseamnd accesarea fondurilor
europene, deoarece astdzi principalul factor distructiv in ceea ce inseamnd un proces eficient de
absorbtie a fondurilor europene este birocratia si, sub acest aspect, apreciez ci este nevoie de o
interventie din partea Comisiei Europene, astfel incat sd putem vorbi de un proces fluent de
accesare a fondurilor europene.

3-426-0000
Cristina Maestre Martin De Almagro (S&D). — Sefior presidente, hablar de la politica de
cohesion es hablar de uno de los pilares mds importantes de la Unién, por ser garante de la
igualdad en Europa y vertebradora de territorios. Que se destine mas de un tercio del presupuesto
europeo da medida de la importancia que tiene. Sin embargo, quiero reivindicar la necesidad de
mantener un correcto enfoque de lo que se persigue con las politicas de cohesion.
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Es cierto que los desafios actuales han requerido respuestas de emergencia ante los efectos de la
crisis de la COVID-19 y las consecuencias de la guerra en Ucrania, y los fondos de la politica de
cohesion han estado ahi y se ha demostrado que, cuando se quiere, se puede. Pero, jojo!, no
convirtamos los fondos de la politica de cohesion en el cajon de sastre. Estas crisis de las que
estamos hablando han aumentado ain mds las brechas sociales y territoriales.

Por eso, sefiora comisaria, tenemos que ayudar a las personas y a las regiones con mayores
dificultades, reforzando los instrumentos que nos hacen iguales. Por cierto, echo en falta todavia
mds menciones a las zonas rurales y a la politica sobre despoblacion. Este asunto yo creo que tiene
que estar en el top de las agendas. Por lo tanto, identifiquemos bien debilidades y retos.

Facilitemos a las instituciones su trabajo. Hay que dar carpetazo a las trabas burocraticas.
Burocracia no tiene por qué ser garantia de una buena gestién. Al contrario, burocracia es un
elemento que exacerba las diferencias. Hablen con las zonas que disponen de menos recursos y del
circulo vicioso a las que les puede llevar la burocracia. Por tanto, facilitemos el trabajo a las
diferentes instituciones.

La politica de cohesion es mds necesaria que nunca, asi que, reivindiquemos una mayor ambicién
para asegurar que sigue siendo un valor esencial de la Union.

Quiero concluir dando la gracias a los ponentes por el trabajo que han realizado.

3-427-0000
Mauri Pekkarinen (Renew). — Arvoisa puhemies, esittelijat, komissaari, vaikka olen sen monta
kertaa aikaisemminkin sanonut sekd tddlld parlamentissa ettd aikaisempien vuosien aikana
neuvoston kokouksissa, sanon sen jélleen kerran: EU:n koheesiopolitiikka on tuottanut seka hyvid
ettd huonoja tuloksia. Maiden viliset erot monella mittarilla mitaten ovat supistuneet, ja se on
hyvi asia. Mutta samanaikaisesti maiden sisalld erot monessa tapauksessa eivit vain ole pysyneet
ennallaan, vaan kasvaneet entisestddn niin, ettd heikompien tilanne on jopa absoluuttisestikin
heikentynyt aiempiin vuosiin verrattuna. Tima on huono asia.

Syita varmasti on monia. Yksi mielestdni on se, ettd ainakin erdissd maissa ne voimavarat, joita
koheesiopolitiikassa saadaan, kaytetddn liian painokkaasti suurimpien keskusten hyviksi
ympirilld olevien heikompien alueiden jdddessd kdrsimdan. Nyt kun kahdeksannen koheesio-
ohjelman perusteita rakennellaan, minusta on tavattoman tirkeid, ettd nyt huolehditaan siité, ettd
tdhdn epikohtaan, johon kiinnitin huomiota, pannaan painoa kaikessa ohjelmoinnissa ja
ohjelmien perusteissa niin, ettd timi kehitys muuttuu.

3-428-0000
Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovani potpredsjednice, povjerenice, kolegice i kolege, kohezijska
politika mora nastaviti ispunjavati svoju ulogu klju¢nog instrumenta za smanjivanje regionalnih
razlika te ostvarenje solidarnosti unutar Europske unije. Ona se pokazala modernim i fleksibilnim
alatom koji se moze brzo primijeniti u hitnim situacijama, cemu smo svjedocili tijekom
pandemije Covida 19.

No, s druge strane, nije sve idealno te je potrebno spomenuti kasnjenje u pregovorima o
sporazumima o partnerstvu, $to ¢e utjecati na upravljacka tijela i krajnje korisnike u ovom
financijskom razdoblju. Ne smijemo dopustiti da zbog nedostatka vremena i nedovoljnih
administrativnih kapaciteta predvidena sredstva ostanu nepotro$ena.

U iducem razdoblju zelena i digitalna tranzicija ¢e donijeti nove prilike, ali iziskivati znatne
strukturne promjene za koje nisu sve drzave ¢lanice regije spremne u jednakoj mjeri. U skladu s



14-09-2022 201

tim potrebno je ulagati u infrastrukturu i ljude, odnosno njihove vjestine da bi gradani, a narocito
oni koji zive u ruralnim podru¢jima, na $to laksi nacin mogli podnijeti navedene promjene. Ovdje
bih spomenuo koncept pametnih sela kojim su predvidene investicije u digitalnu i prometnu
infrastrukturu, nove tehnologije, obrazovne zdravstvene usluge u svrhu poboljsanja kvalitete
zivota u ruralnim podrugjima. Cilj je omoguditi stanovnicima ruralnih podrucja one sadrzaje koji
postoje u gradovima i na taj nacin uciniti sela privla¢nim prostorom za Zivot te sprijeciti njihovu
depopulaciju i propadanje.

Kohezijskim sredstvima financirana je izgradnja Peljeskog mosta, koji je svjetski biser Dubrovnik
devetogodisnjeg hrvatskog ¢lanstva u Europskoj uniji. Jacajmo kohezijsku politiku kako bismo
takvim projektima i dalje spajali Europu i sve njene gradane.

3-429-0000
Monica Silvana Gonzilez (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefiora comisaria, gracias, comisaria
Ferreira por su decidida apuesta por la cohesion y el trabajo constante con este Parlamento. Tanto
el octavo informe sobre la cohesion como el que aborda las regiones fronterizas como
laboratorios de integracién son herramientas utiles para dar respuesta a la demanda de nuestros
alcaldes y alcaldesas.

La politica de cohesion es un instrumento excelente por su flexibilidad en situaciones de crisis,
pero recordemos que es una politica de inversién a largo plazo, y, por lo tanto, deben crearse
mecanismos especificos de respuesta en el futuro marco financiero plurianual, asi como reforzarse
el Fondo de Solidaridad de la Union Europea y crearse lineas especificas para las personas con
discapacidad.

La politica local es donde se resuelven la mayoria de los problemas de los vecinos, como es la
subida de la energfa, etc., y ahora se ve incrementada por el reto de, no solo la acogida, sino la
integracién de mds de siete millones de personas refugiadas tras la agresién de Rusia a Ucrania,
pero debe ser lo mds amplia posible, pues las ciudades del sur sabemos perfectamente que no solo
los ucranianos llaman a la puerta de los ayuntamientos. Por todo eso, y no solamente, se debe
incrementar, y reforzar las dreas metropolitanas, que es donde existe mds desigualdad
intrarregional... (el presidente retira la palabra a la oradora).

3-430-0000
Anne Sander (PPE). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, je voudrais moi aussi
saluer ce rapport, qui reprend toutes les opportunités des régions frontaliéres, mais qui montre
aussi les difficultés. Habitant moi-méme en Alsace, dans le Grand Est, des territoires profondément
frontaliers, je voudrais témoigner des difficultés — en particulier 'engorgement sur les routes — que
subissent les travailleurs frontaliers qui traversent les frontieres chaque jour, avec son lot d’effets
négatifs sur la santé humaine, mais aussi sur la santé de notre planéte.

Je voudrais quon réfléchisse ensemble a deux pistes. D’abord, la piste des mobilités
transfrontalieres a développer: des mobilités douces, mais aussi des mobilités ferroviaires, pour
lesquelles il nous faut des financements. A quelques kilométres d’ici, nous manquons par exemple
de trains pour traverser le Rhin. Je voudrais aussi explorer une deuxieme piste, celle — lorsque c’est
possible — du télétravail pour nos travailleurs frontaliers. Ce télétravail qui était possible pendant le
COVID et qui aujourd’hui est un véritable parcours du combattant pour les travailleurs parce qu'ils
se retrouvent face au mur des Etats membres et dépendants de leur volonté, ou non d’ailleurs, pour
avancer sur les législations sociales et fiscales. Et 1a, Madame la Commissaire, nous avons besoin
aussi d’'une impulsion forte, politique, de votre part et de la notre.
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3-431-0000
Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pane piedsedajici, je nepochybné, Ze kohezni politika nemd byt
upozadénou politikou, kterd se kr¢i nékde vkouté, a zprava o piihranicnich regionech EU
srovnava tyto rozsahlé a obydlené oblasti jako zivé laboratofe evropské integrace. A ja jsem
presvédcen, Ze je to docela pithodné. Pocet problémd, kterym tyto regiony Celi, neustale roste.
Tato politika fe$i samoziejmé nékteré zakladni hodnoty evropské integrace, jako je volny pohyb,
solidarita, pfibliZovani regiont a dal$i zakladni principy EU. Na druhou stranu bychom ani v téch
téchto tézkych casech neméli dovolit délat laboratof z politiky soudrznosti jako takové. Jeji
existence je zivotné dilezitd uz jen proto, Ze pfinasi hmatatelné vysledky. Hospodaisky rist
pomaéha zachovat nasi Unii.

Ceho se v posledni dobé obdvam, jsou pokusy postupné nahlodat finan¢ni zdkladnu této politiky
pravé Casto ve jménu dosazeni jinych dulezitych cilti, které se fesi jako horkd témata, ale téméf
vzdy na tkor kohezn{ politiky. Casto je to z sirstho hlediska pochopitelné, nicméné tento postoj
jako dlouhodoby je urcité nebezpecny. Jako obhdjce kohezni politiky preferuji postupné
zlepSovani. A tyto dva ndvrhy usneseni, které ndm byly pfedlozeny, myslim, Ze pfispivaji ke
zlepseni kohezni politiky, a ja chci za to obéma zpravodajim podékovat.

3-432-0000

Elisa Ferreira, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, thank you to all of you Members of this
Parliament for this very interesting discussion and debate. A lot of subjects have been touched
upon. I took careful note of all the recommendations and suggestions, and in particular, [ would
like to stress two or three points.

The first one is the kind of common message that I receive from all of you, that in fact, cohesion
policy is absolutely crucial, that cohesion policy is essential, and there were very nice words saying
that it is the beating heart of Europe that is essential for the European project — and I also
personally believe this. But for this it is very important that, outside of this group of experts and
the friends of the policy, we spread and we make visible what is done and what is the actual
relevance of what is done with the funds from cohesion policy, which is not often the case.

Then, there are lots of demands and requests and a lot of them require trade-offs. So I think we all
have to be prepared to analyse the details split from all these discussions and from all these trade-
offs needed — like being more sensitive to the diversity of situations and at the same time more
simple and at the same time going closer to people. We all know that these wishes require trade-
offs, and these trade-offs have got to be worked out in this future vision of the cohesion policy.

With the time that is remaining. I would like to stress the importance of public administration and
the quality of public administration and the work that is being done by DG Reform together with
the regions. And I would also like to stress this importance of accepting and treating the diversity
of regions with a particular focus — of course, in the weakest ones and also in the cross-border
regions. In fact, you have supported a lot of needs and it is true that relaunching the European
cross-border mechanism is important, but also to analyse how we can operate a better way to
simplify the lives of those that live close to another country, close to another region.

And allow me, Mr President, just to express also institutionally and personally, my thanks to
Constanze Krehl. It is a privilege to have such an expert among us and it’s absolutely amazing to
have someone that for three decades has been working on cohesion policy, on regional policy. Of
course, we will miss you, Constanze, but we are counting on your presence, active and intensive
and knowledgeable as usual. So thank you very much. Danke schon Constanze, you have been
absolutely essential in the development of the policy.
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3-433-0000
Constanze Krehl, Berichterstatterin. — Herr Prisident, Frau Kommissarin, lieber Younous! Ich
mochte die zwei letzten offiziellen Minuten Sprechzeit in diesem Hohen Haus nutzen, um mich
zu bedanken — zu bedanken, dass ich hier stehen darf in dieser letzten Plenarsitzung und Ihre
Berichterstatterin fuir die zukiinftige Kohasionspolitik sein durfte. Ich mochte mich bedanken fiir
die wirklich langjahrige Zusammenarbeit mit den Kolleginnen und Kollegen, mit der Kommission,
mit der Kommissarin, liebe Elisa, vielen Dank! Ich mochte mich bedanken bei den vielen
Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeitern, die mich seit Jahren, ja fast 32 Jahren, in diesem Haus begleitet
haben und mich unterstiitzt haben in meiner Arbeit, bei den Sekretariaten der Fraktionen, der
Ausschiisse fiir die Unterstiitzung. Ich denke, wir haben gezeigt, dass es gut ist, eine Mischung
hinzubekommen aus jungen Mitgliedern dieses Parlaments und ein wenig erfahreneren
Mitgliedern dieses Parlaments.

Ich wiinsche mir, dass Sie alle viel Erfolg haben bei der weiteren Arbeit zur europiischen
Kohisionspolitik, zur europaischen Regionalpolitik. Vielleicht sehen wir uns ja an der einen oder
der anderen Stelle noch einmal wieder, um gemeinsam zu diskutieren und dieser européischen
Idee neuen Schwung zu verleihen — dieser gemeinsamen Idee, dass die Menschen hier einen
Anspruch haben auf gleiche Lebensbedingungen, gleiche Lebensverhiltnisse, dass wir einen
Anspruch haben, mit der Kohasionspolitik auch die Herausforderungen unserer Zeit zu erleben
und zu bezwingen und dass wir es gemeinsam hinbekommen, dass wir einfach ein besseres
Europa werden. Ganz herzlichen Dank, und ich wiinsche Ihnen viel Erfolg fiir Thre weitere Arbeit!

3-434-0000
Der Prisident. — Vielen Dank, Frau Krehl. Auch von meiner Seite aus vielen Dank fiir [hre Arbeit.
Es gibt nicht viele — heute Abend schon gar nicht —, die so lange mit mir gemeinsam in diesem
Haus waren, ohne dass wir je zusammen in einem gemeinsamen Ausschuss gearbeitet haben.
Aber Ihr Ruf eilt Thnen natiirlich auch in anderen Ausschiissen voraus, und ich wiinsche Thnen
alles Gute. Ich gehe aber davon aus, dass morgen auch zum Abschluss der Plenarsitzung noch ein
paar Worte gefunden werden. Alles Gute!

3-435-0000
Younous Omarjee, rapporteur. — Monsieur le Président, nous aurions peut-étre da inverser 'ordre
des interventions pour que Constanze Krehl ait le dernier mot dans ce débat. Et pour la troisieme
fois, je veux évidemment rendre hommage au travail tout a fait extraordinaire qui a été accompli
par Constanze Krehl au sein de la commission REGI. Et je crois quil y a peu de députés qui
peuvent dire que par leur action, la vie concrete des citoyens européens aura été changée
— puisque, Constanze, tu as négocié sur trois programmations des fonds européens.

Tres rapidement, le climat de ce débat et le soutien massif apporté au rapport de Constanze Krehl
et au rapport sur les régions frontalieres disent la grande unité au sein de la commission REGI et au
sein du Parlement européen, tous groupes politiques confondus, quasiment, pour défendre la
politique de cohésion et pour I'engager vers une modernisation. Ceest la condition méme pour son
avenir. Je veux remercier tous les orateurs qui ont apporté leur soutien a mon rapport, et je ne suis
pas étonné que ce soient les nationalistes et les fascistes qui sopposent au rapport sur les régions
frontaliéres parce qu'évidemment, ils n'y comprennent rien.

Madame la Commissaire, pour conclure je veux vous dire que nous allons voter massivement
demain le rapport de Constanze Krehl. Nous allons voter, je I'espere, massivement, mon rapport.
Dans son rapport, comme dans le mien, comme dans tous les rapports que nous avons adoptés en
pléniere, le rapport sur le FSUE, le rapport de la commission REGI sur les iles, les rapports que
nous allons adopter, nous faisons des propositions tres concretes. Et je ne veux pas que les
rapports d’initiative de notre commission REGI et du Parlement finissent dans des tiroirs. Il y a une
base concrete pour que la Commission puisse mettre des propositions sur la table. Sagissant
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aujourd’hui du mécanisme transfrontalier, il est urgent, urgent que le Conseil comme la
Commission répondent a la balle lancée par le Parlement.

3-436-0000
Der Prisident. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Die Abstimmung findet am Donnerstag, 15. September 2022, statt.

Schriftliche Erklirungen (Artikel 171)

3-436-5000
Sara Cerdas (S&D), por escrito. — O 8.° Relat6rio da Comissdo Europeia sobre a Coesdo, intitulado
“A coesdo na Europa no horizonte de 20507, apresentado a 9 de fevereiro de 2022, meses depois
da adocdo do Quadro Financeiro Plurianual 2021-2027, reflete diversas questdes da politica de
coesdo da Unido. Oferece uma perspetiva econdmica positiva para as regides, dd resposta as
preocupagdes dos europeus quanto a qualidade de vida, oportunidades de emprego e solucdes
para a inclusdo social e assegura uma partilha equitativa dos custos e dos beneficios da resposta
aos novos desafios. Tudo isto pode e deve tranquilizar os cidaddos da Unido.

Quanto aos desafios para os proximos 30 anos, o relatdrio prevé que o crescimento da Unido
Europeia (UE) serd impulsionado pelas transigdes ecoldgica e digital. Estas transigdes trardo novas
oportunidades, mas exigirdo mudancas estruturais significativas que poderdo criar novas
disparidades regionais. Para isso prevé-se que, entre 2021 e 2027, a contribui¢do do Fundo
Europeu de Desenvolvimento Regional (FEDER) e do Fundo de Coesdo sejam de respetivamente
30 % e 37 % da contribuicio da Unido para as despesas destinadas a realizagdo dos objetivos
climéticos fixados no orcamento, com o objetivo de tornar a economia da UE neutra em termos
de clima até 2050.

18. Erkldrungen zur Abstimmung

3-438-0000
Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgen Erkldrungen zur Abstimmung.

18.1. Energieeffizienz (Neufassung) (A9-0221/2022 - Niels Fuglsang)

3-440-0000
Miindliche Erklirungen zur Abstimmung

3-441-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE). — Domnule presedinte, am votat astazi pentru a adapta Directiva privind
eficienta energeticd la tintele ambitioase prevazute in pachetul ,Fit for 55”.

In contextul crizei generate de cresterea colosald a preturilor, trebuie sd ne asigurdm c3 energia nu
mai este risipitd prin constructii invechite si neadaptate cerintelor actuale. Europa are nevoie de o
finantare masiva destinatd renovdrii parcului imobiliar. Aceastd renovare este absolut necesard
pentru consumatorii care sunt impovdrati de facturile in continua crestere.

De asemenea, trebuie sd ne asigurdm cd noile constructii respectd cele mai inalte standarde de
eficientd energeticd, pentru cd numai asa mdsurile luate de Uniunea Europeand vor fi cu adevdrat
de impact.

Avem, de asemenea, datoria de a combate risipa de energie, de a combate siricia energetica si dea
lupta cu toate fortele pentru a ne atinge obiectivele climatice pe care ni le-am propus.
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18.2. Angemessene Mindestlohne in der Europdischen Union (A9-0325/2021 -
Dennis Radtke, Agnes Jongerius)

3-444-0000
Miindliche Erklirungen zur Abstimmung

3-445-0000

Mick Wallace (The Left). — Mr President, real wages are collapsing around Europe. In Spain in the
last year, real wages are down 8.1%; in Italy, 7.5%. Real wages are down 5% on average in Ireland.
But Europe’s lowest paid workers are facing the biggest fall in their purchasing power this century.
The real statutory minimum wage in many Member States has been decimated. In the last year the
change to the real statutory minimum wage, is a staggering 19% cut: in the Czech Republic, 10%,
and in the Netherlands, it's a 6.6% cut.

Only yesterday, the Irish Government announced that it will increase the minimum wage by 80
cents, up to EUR 11.30 per hour. But EUR 11.30 is not an increase in real terms at all. In real
terms, it will be a cut. The headline figure is a 7.6% increase, but inflation is currently running at
8.7% and could be even higher next year when the increase takes effect.

What low paid workers really need is a living wage, but by the time that the minimum wage
increase takes effect in Ireland in January 2023, we'll be further away from a living wage than we
were in 2021.

18.3. Richtlinie iiber erneuerbare Energien (A9-0208/2022 - Markus Pieper)

3-448-0000
Miindliche Erklirungen zur Abstimmung

3-449-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE). — Domnule presedinte, Comisia Europeand, inclusiv prin pachetele PNRR,
si-a propus masuri prin care sd abordeze in mod eficient criza energeticd prin care trecem cu totii,
astfel incat sd ne fie bine si la iarna.

Ce face Guvernul Romaniei cu aceste oportunitdti de investitii in infrastructura energetica? Cum
exploateazd posibilitatea de a asigura romanilor o iarnd decentd pe bani europeni? Unde conduce
proiectul de tard pentru independenta si suficienta energetica?

Programul de instalare de panouri fotovoltaice stagneazd. Consumatorii vulnerabili rdiman
descoperiti, facturile continud s creascd. Cand vom invata sd fim eficienti, sd ne facem datoria fatd
de cetdtenii romani?

Aceasta este intrebarea pe care mi-o ridic dupd ce am votat pentru aceastd directiva.

18.4. Erneuerte Partnerschaft mit der siidlichen Nachbarschaft — eine neue
Agenda fiir den Mittelmeerraum (A9-0220/2022 - Antonio Lépez-Istiiriz White)

3-452-0000
Miindliche Erklirungen zur Abstimmung

3-453-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, my problem with this report is that Libya seems to have
been forgotten in it, getting only the vaguest of mentions. But then Libya always seems to be
forgotten. I can’t remember any urgency or resolution in here since I started, dealing directly with
the fact that Libya is now hell on earth for the people who live there or who are stuck there. And
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given the direct responsibility of a number of European countries for the NATO operation that
destroyed Libya, it should always be top of our agenda.

Given that the EU is effectively collaborating with acts of murder, torture, imprisonment, rape,
enforced disappearance perpetrated in Libya’s prisons, which the UNHCR concluded last year
were crimes against humanity. Given the discovery of mass graves by the UN investigators last
March, we might be more focused on it. But of course, the reality is that the EU wants to look
away. We're all over crimes against humanity when they’re committed by countries outside the
EU, but we want nothing to do with the ones we've caused, we finance, we support and give our
blessing to. If hypocrisy had a name, it would be called the EU.

3-454-0000

Mick Wallace (The Left). — Mr President, the investment plans and aspirational language are a far
cry from the reality for many of the southern neighbourhood countries. Barely two years ago,
France and Italy were fighting each other in a proxy war over control of Libyan resources, and the
report is talking about the EU promoting peace and stability in the region? Let’s not forget, France
led the charge when NATO bombed Africa’s most prosperous nation back to the Stone Age, and
in arming extremist militias and warlords are currently fighting each other in Tripoli.

Syria was also a prosperous nation prior to NATO’s failed regime change war and the illegal
sanctions that now cripple the country, while foreign powers occupy Syria and steal its resources.
As was Palestine, which is suffering under brutal EU-backed Israeli occupation, bombings and
apartheid. The Western sanctions imposed in response to the war are driving the entire region into
crisis.

Further IMF loans increased indirect taxation, which hits the poor, cutting public services which
increases unemployment. Let’s face it, we are busy destroying the southern neighbourhood.

18.5. Das Neue Europdische Bauhaus (A9-0213/2022 - Christian Ehler, Marcos
Ros Sempere)

3-457-0000
Miindliche Erklirungen zur Abstimmung

3-458-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, Europa se afld intr-un moment de cotitura si de
tranzitie verde, energeticd, digitald si sociald. Este momentul sa integram toate aceste ambitii in
viata de zi cu zi a europenilor, iar normalizarea acestor schimbdri trebuie facutd inclusiv prin
intermediul culturii si al artelor.

Cultura contribuie in mod semnificativ la dinamizarea unei societdti, permitandu-ne s trdim mai
bine impreund, sd construim societdti democratice si libere, sd recistigdm un sentiment de
identitate si apartenentd comund.

Mai mult decat atat, cultura este un sector strategic in care trebuie investit continuu, intrucat are o
contributie importantd la consolidarea economiei si la ocuparea fortei de muncd. Doar prin
culturd si activitati sociale putem combate ferm extremismul si polarizarea extrema cu care se
confruntd in prezent societdtile noastre.

3-460-0000
Der Prisident. — Damit ist dieser Tagesordnungspunkt geschlossen.
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19. Mitteliibertragungen und Haushaltsbeschliisse: siehe
Protokoll

20. Vorlage von Dokumenten: siehe Protokoll

21. Delegierte Rechtsakte (Artikel 111 Absatz 2 GO): siehe
Protokoll

22. Durchfithrungsmaf$nahmen (Artikel 112 GO): siehe Protokoll

23. Genehmigung des Protokolls der laufenden Sitzung: siehe
Protokoll

24. Tagesordnung der nichsten Sitzung

3-467-0000

Der Prisident. — Die Sitzung ist geschlossen und wird morgen, Donnerstag, den 15. September,
um 9.00 Uhr mit der Aussprache iber den Bericht des Herrn Goerens und von mir tiber das Statut
und die Finanzierung europdischer politischer Parteien und europdischer politischer Stiftungen
wieder aufgenommen.

Die Tagesordnung wurde veroffentlicht und ist auf der Website des Europdischen Parlaments
verfigbar.

25. Schluss der Sitzung

3-469-0000
(Die Sitzung wird um 21.36 Uhr geschlossen)
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