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FORM

1474
FAD SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FORM ONI DAE

Bl ack ponfrets
(termed Apol ectidae by sone authors, included in Stronatei dae by ot hers)

Body deep and conpressed. Muuth fairly small; teeth in each jawin a single series, extrenely
m nute, disappearing with age. G 1| menbranes not united to isthnmus, gill openings extending to
under si de of head. Dorsal and anal fins very long, spines present only in snall individuals;

pectoral fins falcate; pelvic fins small, near throat, absent in adults; caudal fin forked.
Caudal peduncle keeled, with scute-like scales. Scales small, covering vertical fins.

Col our: grey/brown with a blue/grey tinge; |ower portion of head and body lighter. Fins
grey/brown with darker edges.

i st hnus
SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:
St ronat ei dae: no scutes on caudal peduncle
and gill nenbranes broadly united to isthnus, gill
the gill openings not reaching to under openi ng
throat . / ends here
Car angi dae: 2 detached spines before ; e
i / N
anal fin. /
/ y
/ \ \ \
/ separ at e anal fin
under si de of head spi nes

St ronat ei dae Car angi dae
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FORM Form 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: FORM ONI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Form o niger (Bloch, 1795)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Parastronateus niger (Bloch, 1795)
Apol ectus niger (Bloch, 1795)

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAQ En - Bl ack ponfret
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fairly deep, conpressed. G || nenbranes not united to isthnmus; gill opening extending to
undersi de of head. Dorsal and anal fins long, spines present only in snmall individuals; pectoral
fins long, falcate; pelvic fins absent in adults; caudal fin forked. Scales of lateral |ine

scute-li ke on caudal peduncle.

Colour: Gey/brown with a blue/grey tinge; |lower portion of head and body lighter. Fins
grey/ brown w th darker edges.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS CF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Stromat ei dae: no scutes on caudal peduncl e;
gill menbrane broadly united to isthrus, gill

openi ngs not reaching to under throat.

Carangi dae: 2 detached spines before
anal fin.

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm comon: 10 to 20 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Most of northern part of area, but
not New Gui nea or Australia.

I nhabits m dwat ers near coast over
the continental shelf, down to 100 m

Feeds on crustaceans and snall
fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters and traw ing grounds.

i st hrrus

gil
openi ng
ends here

X x

anal fin

|

under si de of head spi nes
St romat ei dae

Car angi dae

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORM5 OF UTI LI ZATI ON

Separate statistics are not collected for this species.

Caught with drift gill nets, |lift nets,

Marketed fresh or dried-salted; flesh firm

traps and bottomtraw s.



GERR

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

GERREI DAE

Moj arras, silver-biddies

Smal | to mediumsized fishes, body nore or |ess conpressed, oblong, sonetinmes rather deep.
Mout h strongly protractile, pointing downward when protracted; small teeth in both jaws, none on
roof of mouth. A long dorsal fin with spines and soft rays; dorsal and anal fin bases with a rather
hi gh scaly sheath into which the fin can be folded; pectoral fins |ong and pointed; pelvic fin

origin bel ow or sonewhat behind pectoral fin base and bearing a long, scale-like, axillary process.
Head and body entirely covered with clearly visible scales.

Col our: head and body usually silvery, often with faint markings, such as spots or lines. Fins
nmostly colourless, but in sonme cases yellow or with black margins.

Gerreidae live in coastal waters of all warm seas. Found predom nantly in shallow water, sone
speci es entering brackish water or even freshwater.

head scaly A / _ﬁ

T~ body conpr essed;

protactile scales clearly visible

SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Lei ognat hi dae: have a nuchal spine on nape and no scal es on head
(but small scal es on cheek in Leiognathus el ongatus)

O her fish families: lack the characteristic protractile nouth;
al so, 2 detached spines before anal fin in Carangidae.

Lei ognat hus



FAO Sheet s GERREI DAE Fi shing Areas 57,71

Key to CGenera

1 a. Anal fin longer than soft part of dorsal fin;

5to 6 spines and 12 to 1 rays in anal fin ... Pent apri on
1 b. Anal fin shorter than soft part of dorsal fin; l'on
2 to 4 spines and 7 to 10 rays in anal fin ........ Gerres 9
Pent apri on

Li st of Species occurring in the Area*
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which lIdentification Sheets are included)

Gerres abbreviatus GERR Gerr 1 Gerres nel bournensis ?
Gerres aci naces Gerres obl ongus

Cerres argyreus (? = oyena) Cerres ovatus

Gerres australis 7 Gerres oyena CERR Cerr 3
Gerres baconensis Gerres philippinus
Gerres carinatus ? Gerres poieti

Gerres cheverti ? CGerres profundus ?
CGerres darnleyensis Gerres rostrata

Gerres fil amentosus GERR Gerr 2 Gerres setifer

Gerres kapas Gerres splendens ?
Gerres |linmbatus ? Gerres subfasciatus ?

Gerres |ongi caudus ?
Gerres macracant hus

Gerres macrosoma Pent apri on | ongi manus GERR Pent 1

* This list is in no way conpl ete and contai ns many doubtful species. The famly is in
urgent need of revision.



CERR CGerr 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: GERREI DAE

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

CGerres abbrevi atus Bl eeker, 1850

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO  En - Deepbody nojarra
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body deep, its depth 2 to 2.2 times in standard length, form ng a sharp angle at dorsal fin
origin. Muth strongly protractile. Pectoral fins long, reaching at least to anal fin origin.
Head and body conpletely covered with scal es which are firnly attached.

Col our: body silvery, with indistinct longitudinal 1lines along scale rows; dorsal fin with

thin black margin; pelvic fins sonetinmes yellow sh; tips of anal fin and | ower caudal fin |obe
white.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Gerres filanmentosus: 2nd dorsal spine el ongated; also,
numer ous dark bl ot ches on body.

Gerres setifer: pectoral, pelvic and anal fins yell ow.

O her Gerreidae: body nore slender, its depth nore than
2.2 times in standard length, or scales easily detached.

Lei ognat hi dae: nuchal spine present on nape, no scal es
on head (but small scales on cheek in Leiognathus el ongates).

SI ZE:

Lei ognat hus

Maxi mum 23 cm common: 12 to 16 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and

southward to northern coasts of Australia;

al so, westward to western coasts of India.

I nhabits coastal waters down to depths
of about 40 m near the bottom usually
found in small schools.

Feeds mainly on bottomliving aninals.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

I nshore waters throughout the year.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORVS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtrawls; also with traps.

Mar ket ed usual ly fresh.



CERR Cerr 2

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: CGERREI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Gerres filanmentosus Cuvier, 1829

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Cerres punctatus Cuvier, 1830
Cerres macracant hus Bl eeker, 1854
Pertica fil anentosa: Munro, 1955

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAC En - Wiipfin nojarra
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body oblong, its depth 2 to 2.5 times in standard length, slightly conpressed. Muth strongly
protractile. 2nd dorsal fin spine elongated (longer than head); pectoral fins long, reaching to
or beyond anal fin origin. Head and body conpletely covered with scales which are firmy attached.

Col our: body silvery, with a series of darker blotches form ng vertical or horizontal bars on
back and si des.



nuchal
spi ne

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS COF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:
QG her Gerreidae: 2nd dorsal spine not forming a long filament.

Lei ognat hi dae: nuchal spine present on nape, no scales on head
(but small scales on cheek in Leiognathus el ongatus).

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 25 cm common: about 15 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI QUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to northern coasts of Australia;
al so, westward to East and South Africa.

I nhabi ts shal | ow waters, down to depths
of 30 m near the bottom wusually found in
school s.

Feeds mainly on bottomliving aninals.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

I nshore waters, throughout the year.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHING GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtrawls; also with traps.

Mar ket ed usual Iy fresh.



CERR Cerr

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: GERREI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Gerres oyena (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Gerres argyreus (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Common nojarra
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body oblong, its depth 2-5 to 3 tines in standard |length, slightly conmpressed; nouth strongly
protractile. Spines in fins slender; |ast dorsal spine shorter than first soft ray; pectoral fins

I ong, reaching beyond anal fin origin. Head and body conpletely covered with scales which are very
easily shed.

Col our: back greenish with dots formng faint longitudinal lines along scale rows; belly

silvery. Spinous part of dorsal fin with blackish nmargin and brown spots on base which are conceal ed
by a scaly sheath.



DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Gerres obl ongus: body el ongate (depth
at least 3 times in standard |ength).

Gerres poieti: very strong and i

broad dorsal and anal spines and
I

shorter pectoral fins (not reaching
| ong

anal fin origin).

Pent apri on rs1uic:2l Cerres

Pent aprion | ongi manus: anal fin base P “a
I onger than soft part of dorsal fin; also, /
anal fin with 5to 6 spines and 12 to 14
soft rays (2 to 4 and 7 to 10 in Gerres).

O

Lei ognat hi dae: nuchal spine present
on nape, no scales on head (but small
scal es on cheek in Leiognathus elongatus). /

Lei ognat hus
S| ZE:

Maxi mum 20 cm comon: 15 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to northern coasts of Australia;
al so, westward to East and South Africa.

I nhabits shall ow waters down to
depths of 30 mnear the bottom wusually
found in schools.

Feeds mainly on bottomliving ani mals.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

I nshore waters, throughout the year.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh; also used for fish nmeal and as duck food.



CGERR Pent 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  CGERRElI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pent apri on | ongi manus (Cantor, 1850)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Longfin nojarra
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A snal|l and el ongate speci es. Mouth strongly protractile. Pectoral fins long and pointed,
reaching well beyond origin of anal fin; anal fin base |onger than soft part of dorsal fin. Head
and body conpl etely covered with scales which are easily shed (nmarket specinmens have usually | ost
their scal es and appear pale and shabby.

Col our: live specinens silvery, narket specinens pale and fleshy.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS CF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Gerres species: anal fin base shorter
than soft part of dorsal fin (Gerres:2-4
spines, 7 to 8 soft rays; Pent apri on:

5 spines, 13 to 14 soft rays).

Pent apri on



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Lei ognat hi d species: nuchal spine present on nape, no scales
on head (but small scales on cheek in Leiognathus elongatus).

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 13 cm common: 7 to 11 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Throughout northern part of area,
but not to New Gui nea or coasts of
Australi a; al so, westward to western
coasts of India.

I nhabits coastal waters down to
depths of 30 m near the bottom
usual ly found in | arge school s at
depths between 10 and 30 m

Feeds mainly on small bottomliving
ani mal s.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

I nshore waters, throughout the year.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Used in large quantities for fish meal and as duck food.



GAUC

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

GLAUCOSOM DAE

Bi gnout h breans

Body robust, deeply ovate, conpressed; head | arge, well scaled. Muth |arge, oblique, termnal,
protractile; lower jaw pronminent. Teeth in jaws in narrow bands, some canines. Dorsal fin with 8
spines and 12 to 14 soft rays, the latter much higher than the spines. Pectoral fins short, blunt;
pelvic fin base just bel ow pectoral base; anal fin with 3 short spines and 12 soft rays; caudal

fin truncate or lunate. Scales noderate or small, adherent, ctenoid (rough), lateral line present.
Col our: dark grey overall, or paler with darker |ongitudinal or oblique bands.
8 spines

12 to 14

| arge nouth
N
prom nent
| ower jaw
SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA: large _,
pelvic fin
Pri acant hi dae, Pentapodi dae, Kuhl i dae: 10 dorsal spines;

al so, pelvic fins united to body and | arger than pectoral fins

in Priacanthidae; caudal fin forked in Pentapodidae. Pri acant hi dae

Lobot i dae: 12 dorsal spines; al so, soft part of dorsal
and anal fins rounded and reachi ng back beyond caudal peduncl e.

Pomadasyi dae: 9 to 15 dorsal spines and 2nd anal spine
| arger than 3rd.

- Sparidae: 10 to 13 dorsal spines and nolar teeth present
injaws.

I
|
|
v

Lobot i dae



FAO Sheet s GLAUCOSOM DAE

Key to Genera

d aucosonma only

Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included)

d aucosoma  burgeri GLAUC d auc 1 A aucosonma magni ficum
d aucosonma fauveli d aucosoma  scapul are
d aucosoma  hebrai cum (? = burgeri) d aucosonm taeni at us

Fi shing Areas 57,71



GLAUC d auc 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: GLAUCOSOM DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E Ind. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

d aucosona burgeri Richardson, 1844

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

cm

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAG En - Grey bignouth bream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body robust, ovate, conpressed; head, entirely scaled, very large, its length alnost 1/3 of total
length. Mouth very large, oblique, with two rows of teeth in upper jaw, canines in outer row at front;
lower jaw with only 1 row of teeth except at front. Eye very large. Dorsal fin with 8 strong spines
whi ch increase in length from1lst to last, and 12 soft rays longer than the spines: anal fin with 3
strong spines and 10 soft rays; caudal fin very slightly emarginate, or truncate. Base of dorsal

and anal fins scaly. Lateral line alnost straight.

Col our: dark grey overall, with bronze reflections, only slightly paler on belly.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS COF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

G aucosonma scapul are: body silvery with nunerous small brown spots; a blue/black blotch behind
upper part of gill cover; recorded fromeastern Australia and Torres Strait.



G fauveli(? = young of G burgeri): dark |ongitudinal bands on body.

My/li o species: 2nd spine in anal fin much |l onger and stouter than
3rd spine; caudal fin forked; also, nore than 8 dorsal fin spines.

Gymmocrani us griseus: caudal fin forked; al so, nore than

8 dorsal fin spines. Mlio sp.
anal fin

Pri acant hi dae, Pentapodi dae, Kuhlidae, Lobotidae, Ponmadasyi dae,
Spari dae: more than 8 dorsal fin spines.

Sl ZE: «

Maxi mum 45 cm common: 20 to 35 cm

Cymmocr ani us sp.

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Northern part of South China Sea,
possi bly to Philippines; al so, northward
to Japan.

Bottomliving, in noderate depths on
the continental shelf, particularly close
to reefs or rough bottons.

A carni vorous speci es.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Not particularly sought, but taken
with other fish in noderate depths.on the
continental shelf, throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMBS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtrawl s and I|ines.

Marketed fresh; small anpunts are dried-salted.

click for next page
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