THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“How to Walk in Christ”
Colossans 2:6, 7

Badtradk
1. Take alook for yourself. The first chapter of this letter was written by Paul,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and came from a Roman prison (4:10, 18).

2. After an extended introduction (1:1-8), aremarkable prayer isrecorded (1:9-14).
Then there is an extremely important sedion on the person and work of Christ
(1:15-23) foll owed by an explanation of the dhurch asthe body of Christ (1:24-27).

3. Make no mistake aout it -- Paul has one message: CHRIST. InHim“arehidal
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (1:28-2:3). Paul is encouraged that the
Colossans, though peppered with misleading reasoning and persuasive speed,
kept an ordered discipline and stood fast in doctrine (2:4, 5).

4. The present sedion of theletter closeswith astrong exhortation to use and enjoy
al that believershavein Christ. Remember: thejoy of your salvation isawaysits
strength.

Consider the foll owing parts of the e<hortation:
1. ItsBASISv. 6

a. Retrospedively. Thisis clealy set out in the words “ as therefore.” What
forceful particles. They admit of an adua happening and attention is patently
drawn to it.

b. Permanently. The arist adive indicaive form of the verb “ye have
recaved” teades a dedsive permanent dedsion to receve. The plural pronoun
includes al at Coloss. The prefixed preposition to the verb stem indicaes the
Colosdansadualy receéved to themselves (alongside of themselves) the objed of
theverb, i.e. “Christ Jesus the Lord.”

c. Persondly. “Chrigt” isinitialy indicaed. Thisis the Greek term for the
Hebrew Mesdah, hencethe Colossans*recaved” the Messanic charader of Jesus.
The name “Jesus’ avers His Saviourhood. Hisincarnation is latent to the name
and His aubstitutionary work at Calvary. Interestingly, He is also referred to as
“the” Lord. Both His identity with the “Jehovah” of the O.T. and His role &
Sovereign are onveyed. Let no one diminute the Person of Christ Jesusthe Lord.
Make no mockery of Who He is acmrding to Biblicd nomenclature.

2. ItsCONTENT v. 6

a Verbaly. The present adive imperatival form is sgnificant. It isfine to
“recave” Christ, but thismust befollowed by adevelopment. The“talk” (v. 6a) is
expeded to have a oncomitant “walk.” The present tense expresses continuous
adion. A “belief” without a"behaviour” isforeign to Biblicd Christianity. Forget
NOT this command.

b. Prepositionally. Twicein this context the phrase“in Him” isused. Thisis
walking in His ways and manifesting the fullness of His charader and power.
Christ isto be dl and the believer nothing.

3. ItsACCOMPANIMENTSVv. 7

a “Rooated.” Thisverbisaperfed passve participlesupporting theimperatival
form “wak.” “Having been roated” by a work of God alows one to properly
respondto the ommandto “walk.” Notethat inasmuch asthe“roating” is perfea
tense, the doctrine of eterna seaurity is clealy understood. What God does, He
doesforever (Ecdes. 3:14).

b. “Built up.” The figure of atreeisimplicit in the verb “rooted.” Herethe
thought isabuilding, but primarily thefoundation. Thisisclea from the prefixed
preposition to the verb. Constancy of buil ding and reinforcing the foundation are
taught by the present tense. The work of the Holy Spirit is evident in that the
passve voiceis employed.

c. “Established.” Continually being made strong by God’ s mighty power isthe
force of the present passve participle. Thisisin referenceto “the” faith. That a
body of truth isindicated cannot redly be doubted.

Conclusion

Theletter tell sthat Epaphraswasthe Lord’ s messenger with the“truth” at Colossae
(1:7). Thebelievers“leaned” fromhim. They “recaved” hismessage. But note:
they were “taught.” This aorist pasgve verb gathers everything that is included
here (vv. 6, 7) and affirms how the Colosgan church gat itsinformation. Would to
God there were people who want “to be taught. Too frequently there ae no
studentstolean! The Colossanswereredly ided believers. Beyond having been
taught, they “abounded”’ (present adive participle) in the blessed thought of
thanksgiving. “Thanksgiving” is mentioned six timesin thisletter (1:3, 12; 3:15,
17; 4:2; here). Abound in thanksgiving and you will put to flight doubt and
spiritual delusion. Brother, sister: walk and do so having been roated, continually
being built up and keing established. That’s the way you have been taught from
Scripture. Do it with lots of thanksgiving.



