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In the firft D ifl
'

ertation, pag e 6. l ine 1 6.

In p . 1. 19 . read b
‘

aéf
'

a centery .

In p . 1 7 . l . 5 . forfi zte readfa ll. ‘

In p. 83 . left l ine in the notes, read arfi vrerz
’

e.

In p. 140. in the notes, 1. 4. for poet: read poet.

In 1. 6. hertz
“

: probab ly is an error of the tranfcriher,

in
,

p lace of jportz
’

t , which i s more appl icable to the g rey

hound, for fport.

“In p . 143 . in the notes, for Ie/zy
“
read [e/Ze, an old French

word for nimble, or attive, whi ch is an ep ithet very {nimble

to the nature of the beav er.
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N this ag e of curiofity, when whatev er feems to

throw lig ht upon the h iftory, literature , or

manners of our country in ancient times, is anx i

oufly foug ht after, the pub lication of the follow

ing Poems, the Works of James I. King of Scot

land
, -
o

‘
ne of the molt illuitrious perfons of the

beg inning of the
~

fifteenth century, may be no,
un

acceptab le prefent to the Public .

The poem of Chryt
’

s Kirk of the Green has

been pub lifhed before this time , commonly as the

produétion of King James V. thoug h falfely, and.

without foundation, as I {hall endeavour to prove.

A



2 A
‘

D I S S E R TAT ION ON

The other poem, called the King
’
s 29min, was

never b efore publiihed. Of the illu rions author ,
it may b e ag reeab le to the reader to g ive a fketch

of the life and charaéter
,
fo far as to b e explana

tory of the two followmg poems.

‘ Men of aétive ‘

and fuperior parts hav e often

fe ared to thrones ; but
~

how few of the fceptered

rank
)

hav e diiting uifhed themfelves as men of g e e

nius and rarer (till , how few to rank and g enius

h av e joined the qualities of the heart, v irtue and

pub lic fpirit ! So rare a phaenomenon
, howev er,

was James I. King of Scotland.

This Prince was the
'

fo
‘

urth in defcent, from the

g reat Robert Bruce, the
”
r
'

efiorer of the S
‘

cotti ih

monarchy .

His
‘

father, Robert
'

III. of a mild di
'

fpofition,
affé ét

’

ed
‘

eafe and
"
retirement. Near

”
the Clofe of

h isre i g n, his be loved Qiiéefi
'

Ana-i

b ella, broken with ’

ag e
’

and i
'

nfirinities
‘

, he fd
'

e
’l

v olv ed the cares of g ov ernment upon his brother

the D uke
:

of Albany, a man of ab ility

i

‘

and
'

parts,

and
J

of ‘

g feat amb itiiin.

Q

James was the y
'

o
i

ung er

of King Rob ert
’

s

“

twh
“

fans: "The

Duke of Raéfife
‘

j
i

,

‘

a

‘

i i
'

i
‘

g fi
f

fpirited Prince,at
"

hf]
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ag e mifing
’

ro
'

manhood,
~

ung ov ernab le often in» h is

pafli ons andpleafures, had g iv en occafio
’

n for many

complaints ag ainit him,
wh ich b e ing ‘no .way

' pal

liated b y

!

his “amb itious i mc le , procured an order

from the weak King for confining the young
Prince to the caftle of Falkland. There , under

the cuft
‘

ody of
~

Albany , to whom that c attle then

b elong ed, he died with in a few months ,
»ftarved to

death
,
according to all theSco ttilh hifiorians. The

D uke of Albany, , ac
'

cufed as the author
‘

of the

Prince ’s death, flood a
’

trial , and was acquitted.

As he h ad then the power of adm iniftration in

his hands, no

'

other
,
ifl

“

ue was to b e expe éted. The

o ld infirm King was fenfib le too late of the effeéts

of his?weaknefs and
,
from the

‘

death of the i
h

D uke

of Rothfay , dreading that of his only remaining
fon James, the fo le bar b etween his amb itious

uncle Albany and the throne , to prevent the like

fate
,
and confiding in the ancient alliance b etwe en

the Scots and French,which had {ubfilted from

the time of Charlemag ne , b e de termined to fend

th e young
'

Prince
,
th en ab out twelv e yearsofa g e ,

to his ally the King of France .

7

The
‘

King tra iled to a treaty which was then
in’

force
.

b etween him and King Henry IV . of E ng

land. W ithout reg ard, however, to the law of

nations,
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nations
,
the {hip

'

on board of which was Prince

James
,

'

with the E arl of Orkney and others, his

attendants
,
was taken by an Eng liih v e

'

fi
'

el upon

that w ait
, and carried to London. Confidering

the
-

fufpicious conduét of the
'

D uke of Albany in

the imprifonment and death of t heD uke of Roth

fay , it is no improbab le conjeéture that the capture

of 'the Prince of Scotland, the only perion b e.

tween Albany and the throne , after
I

the King ,

mig ht hav e been owing to intellig ence g iv en by
Albany to the Eng lifh Monarch , of the Prince ’s

voyag e . In the time of peace b etween the two

nations, it' is fcarce ly to b e prefumed, that, with

out pofitiv e orders, fuch a breach of treaty would

have b een attempted by any private perfon Be

that, howev er, as it may, the ihock of this new

difafter, fuddenly broug ht to his father
’

s ears
, fo

affeéted him, that he died in a
'

few days (of pure

g rief) at his caftle of Rothfay, in the ifle of

Bute

The ]

young Prince was carried to the Tower

of London, where , after two years confinement,

he was fent . to the Cattle / of Notting ham, and
'

after that to VVindfor cafile f, wh ich feems, from

that

3, W indfor cattle was built by E dward III. and th e place:

where he and his fucceflb rs g enerally kept their court.
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that time , to have been the chief place of his xc

fidenc
’

e while he was captive in Eng land. There ,

under the care of Sir John Pelham, appointed his

g ov ernOur; an accompliihed g entleman of worth

and literature , to , compenfat
‘

e
,
in Tomedeg ree , the

confinement of his perfon
'

,
his mind was enriched

with a xmoft lib eral
/

and prince ly education. James
was naturally endowed with g reat parts, and, un

dera b le matters, attained, as is faid by the wri

ters of that ~ ag e, to a g reat deg ree of perfeé
’

tion
'

in almoi’t every branch of the learning of thofe

times
, and in every accompliihment of a g entle

man.

I

In all athletic ex ercifes, particularly in the
ufe of the fword and fpear, he was eminently ex

pert To his knowledg e of the G reek and fRo

man lang uages, the laft of which he wrote with

eafe , he joined
'

the philofophy of that ag e 1, po

erry, and mufic . In the fcientific, as we ll as in

the praétical parts of mufic , he g reatly. ex cel

l ed.

Enfe cum altero dimicare , et hafta ad ung ueno
'

certare

fic call
’

ebat, ut fi luétantem v idifl
'

es, athl etam dixiifes Boe

tiar, héfln lib. I 31

{ Jam v ero humaniores artes, g rammaticam, oratoriam,

poeticamque g
ut tum temporis eximie nov erat. -In l ing ua

v ernacul a, ornata faciebat Carmina. Theolog iain, et jus,

fie habebat, ut nulli cederet Baez.
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led lHe is juftly reckoned the firfl: reformer, if

not J the inventor
'

.of the Scotti/h fang s , or vocal

muhe 1L.
“

There was nothing , fays Hauthornden,

within the circle of the lib eral arts, that he
'

had

not appliedh ismind unto
,
feemmg rather born to

letters t han inflrué
‘

ted.

The remark of Buchanan, upon King

i

Jarnes
’

s

ex cellency in muhe , is unb ecom ing a foil ofApol

lo , himfeIf one of the train of the
”

mufe s In ma

fiez
’

r curiofiur, quant reg ent,
five! defeat, fuel expe

diat,
’
is the illiberal cenfure of the four re

former, the declaimer ag aini
’
t monarchy} The oh

fervation of Salluft, from whom the phrafe is co

pied, when applied to the ,v icious Sempronia,
Pj h llere, et f anfare, eleg antiur g tta z n na e/2 a/i

prohae,
’
is juft and proper, , but is here ~ mifap

plied by. the Scottifh h1ftorian.

In the ag e of James I. and long afterwards
,
ma

fic, not only in the praétical, but in the theoreti c

parts, was
‘

e iteem
'

ed a v ery important b ranch of

princely education. Henry VIII. was fo much

mafier

Muficam exaété teuchat, ac quicqu id i ll i arti affineba
tur peritifl ime

\
Boet. ibia

’
.

I See difl
'

ertation on Scottiihmulhe
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matter of the fcience of
‘

mufic, as to have com

pofed fev eral pieces of church -mufic, fome ofwhich
are {till remaining In ly ing James, his {kill in

mufic was .no
'

ab tife of time. A g enius as h e was,

taug ht, or rather infpired, by Nature , arrives at

perfeé
i

tion
,
Withoutf labour. Befides , James , had

improv ed, his mind with ev ery branch p f the
- learn

i ng of the ag e ; and, whoev er confiders his long

captiv ity of eig hteen years, during many of which

he was under firiét confinement
,
will not b lame

him for relax ing from the fev erer ftudies of lite

rature and philofophy, andfwe etening his hours of

folitude and confinement by fuch refined and t a

tional amufement f.

E rafmus
,
h is contemporary, vouches th is fil th— Ih a

late colleftion of anth ems, pub lifhed by .

D r
.

Boyce
“

from the

books of the Royal Chapel , there is an anthem for four

v oices, compofed by King H enry , 0 Lordy
- the mater

of a ll thing r,
’
wh ich is allowed to be g ood andSir John

Hawkinsh in hisb ill ory of mufic , v ol . ad, has pub lifhed

another anthem of King Henry
’
s, for three v oices, fuper

fcribed thus, [i mam Ottawa; and at th e
l

end of
'

the

cantus, or upper part, are thefe words, Q uail Henrzcar

087470241 3

1
3 Th e King , in the following plaintiv e v erfes, tells us

h ow he pafi
'

ed
-

part ofhis folitary hou
'

rsi inprifon.

Whereas
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James did not remain a reclufe during all the

timeof his captiv ity that martial Prince Henry V .

h av ing rev ived the claim of Edward III. to the

c rown ofFrance , invaded that king domin Aug u
'

fls

1405, and g ained the famous vi étory ov er the

French atA z mcourt. ‘From the b eg inning of this

war, King Henry faw
‘

the importance of hay ing

the

(hihare as in ward, full oft I wold bewaille

My deadly lyfe , full of peyne and penance

Saing oft thus, quhat haveI g ilt to faille

My fredome in
/

th i s warld, and my plefance

The long
‘

dayis and the nig htis e ke
}

I wold b ewaille my fortune in th is wife ,
For quh ich ag a ins diftre lfe , comfort to fe ik

My cui’cum
'

was, on mornis fhr to ryfe ,

Airly as day, 0 happy excrcife

It fell me to mynd, ofmany div erfe thing
Cf th is and that, can I not fay quharefore

Bo
’

t flepe, for craft, in erth mig ht I nomore

For quhich as tho
’
c0ude I no better wyle ,

Bot coke a boke, to rede upon a wh ile,

Of quh ich the name is clepit properly

Boece

Happy Prince, who could difpel
l

the g loom, of a prifon by

the manly and eleg ant exercifes of philof0phy, poetry, and

muhe 1
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naturally turned their eyes to France , the rival of
Ehg land, who ,

\

at all times, was ready to afli ft

them, and to cultivate the ancient alliance which
,

had fubfifted b etween the two king doms from the

time of Charlemag ne . D uring King Henry
’
s ,
firft

expedition to France , the Scots had remained qui et,
and g i ven little or no aid to their allies. The t a

pid fuccefs, howev er, of the Eng lilh Monarch in

h is fecond expedition, (wh ich at leng th, by the fa

mou
‘

s treaty ofTroye , fettled the crown of France

upon King
i

Henry and his iffue with Catherine of

France), awakened at once the Scots to the im

pending ruin which threatened the independence

of the ir country, by the weig ht of fuch an accef

fion to the King of Eng land. A Choice body of

7 00 0 Scots, commanded by John Stuart, E arl of

Buchan,
fon to the R eg ent of Scotland, landed at

Rochelle , to the afii ftance of the D auphin, ae com

panied by many of the Scottilh nobilityg The

French war was now the path to g lory and g reat

nefs. Never did the Scots make a more confpicu

ous. fig ure than at that period,nor
“

any fet of war

riors ev er acquire more diiting uilhed honours and

fame . The Earl of Buchan , the leader of the Scots,

arofe , by his valour, to the dig nity of Con/fable of
France, «and led the van of the French army

‘
Doug las, E arl ofW ig ton, was createdMarifchal of

France
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France ; the Earl of D oug las was createdD uke“,

and inv efted in the D ukedom of Touraine ; and

Stuart, fon to the E arl. of Lennox ,
was created

V ic unt d’Aub ig né .

Th e firft check g iven to King Henry s career,

was the fi g nal v ictory obtained by the Scots at

Baug é under the E arl of Buchan, in which the

Duke of Clarence , King Henry
’

s brother, was kil

led, and his kinfmen, the E arls of Somerfet Jr and

D orfet, were taken prifoners .

This ev ent m ade King Henry fenfib le , that his

detaining the young King of Scots a prifoner, pre

v ented
‘

not his fubj eéts from fig hting for their al

lies. He chang ed his plan
'

; James was carri ed to

France , in
‘

order to detach

“

the Scots from the

D auphin
’

s army .

‘

An offer is faid, b y the Scottifh

h if’torians, to ha ve b een m ade by King Henry to

h is prifoner, of refloring him to his lib erty,
‘on

c onditionof drawing off his fubjeél s, by )

fummon

ing them
,

upon the ir alleg iance , to attend his

fiandard. In Jame s
’

s fituation,
the offer was

‘

try

mg and alluring . The young King
’

s anfwer was

remarkab le : As a

s

prifoner,
’

replied he , and

in

G randfon to j ohn of G aunt, D uke of Lancalter, and

brother to the
(
Lady

,

Jane, afterwards James’s (k een.
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in your hands, I have no power ov er my fub .

jefl s nor are they under any alleg iance to obey

my command

'

\

King Henry, thoug h nowife pleafed with the an

fwer, IS faid, upon the King of
‘

Scots reti ring , to

have exclaimed,
‘ Happy {hall be the fubjects of

a King , who , in fuch tender years , fhews himfelf

to b e endowed with fo much wifdom .

This prevented not James from g iv ing his per

fonal .afiiftance , and fig nal i z ing himfelf under the

b anner of that heroic and martial Prince , particu

larly
'

at the fi eg e of D reux,

‘

where
[

the King of

Scots commanded, and whofe furrender was ch ief

ly owing to his valour and cond
'

uét f. James. b e

ing of a firm and v ig orous conftitution, expert in

athletic and warlike exercifes , dif
’
ting uifhed him

felf in fev eral military
‘

explo its
'

under that V i g orous

Prince , fig hting at the head of a faithful and nob le

b and of. his countrymen, who voluntarily attend

ed their fov ere ig n, as a g uard to his perfon

D uring

Boet.
'

l ib . I6. Hauthornden, 8x .

1 Hauthom den.

i The moPt eminent of th is loyal band of knig hts, were

Seton Lord Cordon, with 40 launces and “

1 00 horfemen ;
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During the reg ency of Rob ert D uke ofAlbany,
the King

’
s uncle , that artful Prince

’

s plan of keep.

ing ho ld of the g overnment ofScotland coinciding
with King 'Henry

’
s meafure for detaining the King

of Scots in his hands, ev ery treaty fet on foot for

his liberty, and his return to his own k ing dom,
was evaded and difappointed while

‘Robert lived.

Upon his death , hisfon Murdoch fucceeded him

in the reg ency
'Althoug h the p lan

'

of'

the new

reg ent was the fame with that of his predecefior,

yet his ability, mean in comparifon of his father
’

s,

and other c ircumfiances
/

concurring , made him, in

a few years, fenfible of his be ing unequal to hold

the reins of g ov ernment
(

of a bold and martial

people . His weaknefsand bad adminiftration had

introduced uni verfal licentioufnefs and ‘ diforder

anarchy prevailed ov er the whole king dom. Above

all , the v ices and intolerab le infolence of the t e

g ent
’

s own fons, which he found h imfelfunab le to

curb , drov e him at leng th ferioufiy to
‘

concur with

the fiate s of the xking dom to fet on foot a treaty for

the

th e Lord F0:bes, with the fame number John andFerg us

Kennedie s, ancel
’
tors of the E arls of Caflil lis , and John Sin

clair, each of thefe with 30 launces, and 6 horfemen Ry
e

;

mer ’r fi ea
’
em , tom. 10. p. 1 27 .

i 429
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the King
’

s liberty. To this the E ng lilh reg ency,

Henry V . b eing now dead, and his fon an infant,
was not av erfe . At laft the treaty for King James

’

s

liberty was finally fettled and, as a bond of union

b etween the king doms , J ames efpoufed a Princefs

of the b lood- royal of Eng land, Jane , daug hter to

the E arl of Somerfet, g randfon to John of G aunt,

and g randuncle to K1ng Henry. Thus, after , 18

ye
’

ars captiv ity King Jame s fet out with his

young Q i een for his own king dom ,
and, to the

univerfal joy of his fubjeéts, they were crowned at

Scone .

This Princefs , who is the fubjeé
’
t of one of the

following

'

poems , is celebrated by all the Scottifh

writers, not only as eminent for her b eauty, but
as a pattern of v irtue and of conjug al affeé

’
tion.

James had an arduous tafk to perform upon his

entry to g overnment. The feudal fyfi em, early in

troduced into Scotland, made 1t no eafy matter for

the King to contend with a fetof powerful nob les,

poifeffed of g reat eftates, ex tenfiv e vallallag es, and

hereditary jurifdiétions annex ed to them. Thefe

valfals, ready to run to the fiandard of their chief.

in time of war, obeyed alfo his call in time of

peace ;

1424.



TH E L IFE O F J AME S 1. 1 5

peace ; and, as his whole
'

revenue was fpent a n

mong them
, according to the ancient hofpitality

of the times , his cattle was always open to num

b ers of thefe retainers. They looked upon the

chief as protector .of the clan, and the v indicator,

of the ir feuds and quarrels and, as the principles
of rig ht and wrong were not always the direétors

of their aél ions, their quarre ls often produced the

moft open v iolation of jul
’
tice , equity, and. law,

in the attacks which ’

they frequently
-made upon

the perfons and property of whoever they con

ce iv ed
‘

had injured them. The

/

chief, upon his

part, particularly under the late weak g ov ernment,
as often 1nterpofed his

:
power in proteé

’

ting his

g uilty valfal from the punifhment he had incurred.

Thus
,
without havmg recourfe to law and juftice ,

the fword was the fole judg e and dec ider of rig ht

and
,
wrong .

A practice likewife , very exprefiiv e of
'

the weak

nefs of the reg ent
’s g overnment

,
was then fre

quent among the g reat barons 1n Scotland ;
‘

this

was, the forming of leag ues and bonds of afib civ

ation with each other,
‘in defiance of g overnment,

‘

to defend theinfe lv es from b emg b roug ht to ju
u

~ ftice. Such was the{late of his king dom, at James’s

taking

Act 30 . parl. 1 .
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taking the reins of g overnment into his hands

and
, toadd to the difficulties he had to encounter,

he found the property of the crown almof’t wholly
alienated and g iv enaway by the late reg ents.

The conduét of James, inthis fituation, {howed

g reat refolution, as well as eminent political ab ili
-f

ties . He conv ened the fiates of his king dom in

parl iament, and, W l tl
’

l the ir concurrence , he re

fumed the patrimony of the crown He pledg ed

himfelf to maintain their juil rig hts, and tohave
“

jultice enforced
,
and a ftriét obedience to the laws '

of h is king dom preferved ; and he ob lig ed them

to renounce and
’
abjure all unlawful leag ues and

aifociations Jr.

James has b een cenfured for his feverity, in

b ring ing to trial his uncle , Murdoch D uke of Al

bany, and. his two fons. It is certain
, that, on

the King
’

s return to Scotland?his g ov ernment had

b een frequentlydifturb ed by infurreétions, headed

by . the reg ent
’

s fons , and the ir parti z ans, who

had been pardoned, in hopes ,
to bring them to

the ir duty. Upon what fpec1es of treafon D uke

Murdoch and his fons were tried and condemned,

IS

1
' Aft 30? Pail . 2c
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drews, and eftablifhed fchools indifferent parts

of t he king dom. According to his e leg ant b io

g rapher by his inv itation, many learn ed men,

from the molt illuftrious iiniverfities
‘

in Europe ,
’

g ame to Scotland, as to the Sanél
’imry qf the Mafar,

where the King often g raced in
.

perfon their lef

fons, and was umpire in the ir learned difputes.

Senfib le that relig ion is the fureft foundation of

g ood g o
’

vernment, and the g reat curb to the paf

fions and diforders of men, he b ent his care to.

promote pietyand learnmg 1n the church , by ad
‘

vanc ing men of that charaé
’

ter only, to the dig nified

ecclefiaftical offices. He eftablifhed a fix ed rule
,

that none fhould hold the office of a canbn in the

g hureh , but reg ular b achelors of div inity.

Senfible , likewife , that the ex ternals of re lig ion,
in the order, decency, and folemnity of us ri tes,

hav e the ir effeft upon the mind, he, from his {k ill
in poetry and mufic , eftab lifhed

’

reg ular choirs in

the churches . He was the firft who introduced
org ans into the cathedrals and abb eys in Scotland.

He was no lefs ftudious to polifh the roug h man

ners of his people , by alluring his nobles to fre

quent his court, where polite entertainments, feafts

mafks

i

Hauthornden;t
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mafks, and, of courfe, fplendid apparel
‘

came to

b e introduced, and a deg ree ,
of refinement promos

ted, to which the Scots, 1n the preceding ag es, I

had been entirely ftrang ers

The molt 1mportant aeras in th
‘

e hift
'

ory of any

nation, are thofe which mark the introduétion of

learning and the po lite arts, and the confequent

c iv iliz ation ofmanners among fl: a rude people .

The moft difting uifhed of fuch epochs in the hi;

{tory of Scotland, are thofe of the re ig ns of M414

rolm III. commonly called Caenmore, and of King

I n the ag e of Malcolm III. the Scots Were , no

doubt, a rude people . They had little intercoh rfe

with the nations on the Continent, not even with

the ir ne ig hbours of Eng land,
‘

unlefs in their fre
‘

quent holtilities W i th each other.

On the murder of King Duncan by Macb eth f,
his e ldeft fon Malcolm took refug e in Eng land, in

King Malcolm III. b eg an h i s reig n Anno 105 King
ames returned from E ng land Anno
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the court ofKing Edward the Confeffor, by whofe

afiiftance , under
'

Siward E arl of Northumb erland,

the g randfather of Malcolm, by his mother, the

daug hter of E arl Siward, he defeated the ufurper,

and e ltab lifhed himfe lf upon the throne of his an

ceftors It is remarkable
,
that Scotland hath

owed i ts c iv iliz ation to twfo of its g reateft andmoff

patriotic Princes , who both of them receiv ed their

education at the E ng lifh court.

Before the time of King Malcolm ~C aenmore ,

the univ erfal lang uag e ov er Scotland, to the north

of the river Forth , was the Gaelic. .Malcolm,
while

he refided at the court ofKing E dward, had made

himfelf mail er of the Saxon ,
or Eng lifh lang uag e .

On his return to Scotland, he introduce
1

that lan

g uag e into h is king dom. He was the firfl: of the

Scottifh Princes whofix ed his refidence in the low

country of Scotland. The more ancient Scottilh

King s ufual/ly held the ir refidences at their call les,

in the northern and weftern parts of Sc otland at

Kildriinmie in Marr the cq/i le of In‘vernefi, in that

county
‘Dwyiqfnng e, on the weltern w all ofAr

g ylefhire the erg/ He of Glammir, in Ang us and at

Stirling and St j oint/ion, now Peri /3 , the two lafi:

fltuated in the entries of the Grampi anMountains .

That.
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‘That nob le
P
edifice , the Abbey and royal palace of

Dunfermline, on the north of the riv er Forth
, built

by King Malcolm,
was his chief refidence

A cremarkable occurrence
,
foon after his refto

ration, g reatly contributed to the cultivation of the

Eng lifh lang uag e in Scotland.

Edg ar Atheling , the heir of the Saxon line to

the Eng lifh crown, tog ether
‘

with his mother and

l ifter, and many illuftrious perfons, the followers

of their fortunes, hav ing , upon the c onqueft of

Eng land by W illiam the
-

Norman
,
left that king ~

dom,
were driv en by a florm into the mouth of

the river Forth. There they found an hofpitab le

reception from the Scottifh Prince . Malcolm efpou
;

fed the Princefs Marg aret, and endowed with ho

nours and lands their illuftrious friends. From

thefe laft,
~

are deriv ed many of the prefent nobl e

families in Scotland.

’

By th is Intercourfe , the

Sax on, or E ng lifh lang uag e , was eftab lifhed, and;

in time , b ecame the g eneral lang uag e over the low

country

The cathedral church of St Cuthb erts at Durham was

al fo built by King Malcolm . The counties of Northum

b erland, Cumb erland, and VVe l’tmoreland, then b elong ed

to th e crown of Scotland, as feus holden of the King s of
‘

Eng land.
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country of Scotland. W ith the lang uag e , it is

not to b e doubtedthat the more advanced and ci

v iliz ed manners, tog ether w ith the
l

arts and fci

emees then in Eng land and on the Continent,
came into Scotland, and were che

’

rifhed and cul a

tiVated under the patronag e and protection of

King Malcolm,
and his Q

\
ueenMarg aret, who, ac

cording to the Scottilh hiftorians , were two of the

molt illultrious charaéters that flourilhed in that

ag e . To return to King James.

The luxury faid to have b een introduced into

Scotland in his re ig n, was the natural attendant

on the civ iliz ation of manners then eftab lifhed by

h im. A chang e in the mode of l1y 1ng among a

rude people , from fome deg ree of barbarity to

fimple conv en1ence , will b e dig nifiedwith the ap

pellation of Luxury. Baez‘iar, and other hif’torians

of thefe times, expatiate upon
'

the luxury which

was then introduced into Scotland, and, according

to them
,

o
'

ccafioned the enaéting of fumptuary

laws , particularly reftraining the expence of the

tab le , prohib iting bak ed meat
,
and

'

fuch like dain
ties, to b e ufed

, ,
ex cept at the tab les of the nobles,

and there only upon holidays some modern

critics treat this with g reat r idi cule, and are very
‘

fev ere upon Boece, Hauthornden, fire . for pretend
:

ing
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ing abfurdly and fagfiely, as they
-alledg e, to repre

fent the Scots, at that early period, as opulent,

and addiéted to luxurious enterta inments. True ,

it is, indeed, that, am
‘

ong ft the p rinted aé
’

ts of

parliament ofthat reig n,
the fump

‘

tuary

'

aét alluded

to by Bo ece is not to b e found. The faét may, ne q

v erthe lefs, b e true. To confute our o ld hiftorians
,

the following record from Rymer
’

s foedera fi
t

. is

quoted with g reat triumph . In It we find a licenfe

g ranted by King Henry VI. for tranfporting by

fea to Scotland the following articles , for the ufe

of King James I. v i z . Uno 'cloat/J [are daodecim

ulnism de fcarla z
‘

to
‘

v zg inti, alnir d
'
e favor, ed, r abr i

color ir oc
‘io duodenir wyb rum de peuter mil/e at

dacenz‘is rip/sis [ig nezr tr ibur duaa
’

enis da Caver

f lifs ,
’

&C.

W ith fubmifiion to our modern critics
,
I can

not th ink even thIS comm ill ion, plain and home ly

as it may feem at this day, fufficient to difci'edit

the authority of Boetius , as to the introduétion of

what mig ht be reckoned, at that time , luxury of

the tab le and drefs, into Scotland. A fack or

b ale of E ng lifh broad cloth , 1 2 e lls of
,
fcarlet,

for the King
’

s own ufe
, and no

”
butts of wine,

which is alfo in the g rant, was no fuch contemp

t Tom. 1 0. p . 4- 70.
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tible commifiion ; nor was even
"

e ig ht doz en of

pewter v effels, for the ufe of his tab le . Pewter

was then a nov elty even in E ng land, and ufed in

the houfes of
’

the g reat (only, where plate likewife

was ufed. By the houfehold- book of the D uke

of Northumberland, it appears, that, in King
1

Henry more .than g oo years after the

above aera
, pewter was ufed in that family, then

the moft opulent in Eng land ; but, what 13 re

markab le , it alfo appears that it .was lent out to

them for hire "1.

Itmay feem ridiculous, that, in that rude ag e ,

when the arts of induftry were v ery little under

ftood or praétifed, when not only molt of the ar

ticles of.drefs, but of houfehold- furniture
, ufed by

the g reat, muff hav e b een imported from foreig n

parts,
’

a more pern1c1ous fpecies of luxury than

that of the tab le fhould then have b een Introduced

into scotland. How abfurd
, (may a modern fay),

to Imag ine , that our rude anceftors, in the b eg in-l

ning of the fifteenth century, not only are baked

meat at Clari/inzas , and other holidays, but to g o

a {train hig her, wore [ a clot/J et , pearls , and em

6roia
'
ery The faét, howev er, Is certainly fo . The

1 18th aé
‘

t .of

i

j ames
‘

I. enaéts , That na man fall

wear

at Hume’s h ilt. vol . 3 . note at ihe end, 8170 edit.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


A D I S S E R TATI ON ON'

ding fo many years in the twomolt po lilhed courts
in Europe ; that the

\

E arl qf Bae/Jan, (mg/fable of
France the Ear l of Doug las , D uke qf Toura z

'

ne,

and bis
‘

fimLord Wz
‘

g z
‘

an, barb maryebalr of France,
and numb ers of. the Scottifh nob ility

'

and g en

try, endowed with ample revenues in France , and

pofi
'

effed of ex tende d te rritorial
,

efiates at home,

on returning to their own country, would import

part o f the French luxury, both in drefs, and in .

the entertainment 03 the tab le ? The
'

flatelyr c

rfi
’

ains of the 01d era/ Her and v enerable aébeyr,

thofe '

aug ult monuments of anc i ent g randeur, fl ill ,

ex tant ; Bert/Benita Ceyi/e, Cra ig mz
'

Z/er , Rofl z

’

n
, the

abbey: qf Holyrood, d berbror/Beck,
’ D a7gfernzlz

’

ne,

imprefs the mind, at th is day, with a juft idea

of the fplendour and hofpitality of the nobles and

dig nified churchmen in ancient times, who held

their refidence in thofe {lately edifices.

'B enell Hector Boece , 1ndeed, . feldom fails to

firefs his countrymen in
‘

their holiday clothes :. Our

modern cri ti cs, on the other ex treme ,
‘ in their

overfirained z eal for
, truth , feem, with reluél ance ,

to yield to their anceflzors th
’

ofe b lefiing s
‘

which be
‘

nig nantNature had befiowed upon them.
‘

4To fpeak
of Scotland as fi

'

wealthy and
‘

opulent,
“

according to
the common phrafe, would be abfurd. The wealth

of
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of Scotland confifted in her papulation, the cer

tain criterion of plenty.

‘ She h as b een productive,
at all times

'

, of a hardy, v ig orous, and brave race

of men *
, {upplied

‘

at home with
‘

every neceflary ar

tie le of
,

life , {trenuous
”

allertors of their liberty and ,

independence
i

ag ainlt every fore ig n invaderi Their

mountains covered with lheep and b eeves;th e ir
vallies fertile in g rain, and th

i

e ir
‘

feas and rivers

teeming with filh . Such was the opulence of. Scot;

land, in ag es of the earliefl: antiquity.
\

At
.

the a

bov e remarkab le aer
’

a
, the ag e of James I.

’

from

the v irtue , fpirit, and g enius of that Prince , (v ith

the «concurring circumftances of the time , it is be »

yond a doubt, that a remarkab le chang e and re s

formation , in the manners , and mode of liv ing of

the Scots, mull
,
of courfe , have taken placev To

return to our fubjeét.

Thus, wh ile this worthy and .patriot King was,
by every ex ertion, promoting the g ood and happt

nefs of his people , he was, on the 1 3th of Pebru

ary
,

1436
-

7 , bafely murdered at the monalle ry of

the D ominicans at Perth
, by his deteftab le uncle

the Earl ofAthol an event
”
univerfally and deep

ly reg reted for Jamesw as beloved and honoured

by

W itnefs the numbers drawn from the mountains of
Scotland, in the late and prefent war, to fig ht the battles of

Britain
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by his people ; and hi s memory is {till revered,

as that of one of the b elt of Prince s that «ever

reig ned in Scotland.

‘

To luch worth ies as have b een eminent for fi

mi lar v irtues, the Mantu

i

an poet, in thofe nob le

fl rains, has s lotted the ch ief feats in Elyfium: As

a poet, patriot, and lawg io er , and the civ iliz er

i

of

the manners of his people , no
‘

Prince‘

in b illory
deferve s more to b e rev ered by h is country than

James I. King /
of Scotland.

Hie many ; ob pair ianz pag nanolo onlnera pafli

Q i ng ue pii
‘vales

, et Plooebo dig na locaz
‘i ,

Ino enz‘ar ant g ui fol i
‘

am exeolaere per artes .

It remains now to take notice of' flee were: of
King James I.

yoannes Maj or mentions fome of his compofi

t ions, particularly a poem upon Jane, afterwards

h is ween and he g ives the
‘

names of fome of
'h is mufical pl eces or Scottilh fong s (Cantilenae Soo

i ieae) compofed by him, wh ich Major fays were

much efleemed in h is time . D emp/ier mentions

fome other pieces of James I. Seripfif, fays this
author, Ryibmos Latinos, e:de n fica.
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Of all hisworks, thofe which now only remain,or

at leaft canwith certainty b e dil
’
ting uilhed as his, are

the two following pieces, Kirk of the Green,

and the poem
'

on Q leen Jane , called the King
’

s

Of his mufical compofitions ,
”

I have treated

by themfe lves, in a difl
'

ertation on the Ancient
Scottiih Song s.

O F CH R I ST ’
S KI RK o r TH E - G R E EN.

THIS anc ient poem has, bymen of i talic, ai

ways b een
l

el
’
teemed a valuab le relique of the old

Scottifh poetry, For the poetical lang uag e of the

time , the ludicrous defcriptions, and the free ve in
of g enuine W1t and humour which runs throug h

it, it is, ev enat this day, read with pleafure . It

mull b e valuab le , were its only ,
merit that of be

ing defcriptwe of the humour and manners of the

country 350 years ag o.

l am'
aware , t hat the g enerality of late writers

have attributed this poem
'

to that g allant Prince

57am“ V. who was alfo a poet. I lhall examine
this point; and I hope I {hall b e able , notwith

fcanding many g reat authorities to thecontrary, to.

make
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make it evident, that 7am : I. was
'

the author of

I {hall b eg in, by Rating the authorities which

g ive this poem to King James V .

The oldelt of thefe , fo far as 1 hav e b een ab le

to difcov er, is
'

that of Biihop , E a
’
nzuna

\
G ibfon,

who , Anno 1 691 , pfib liihed an edition at Ox ford

of the poem of Chrift
’
s Kirk of the G reen, with

learned notes. The title which the Bilhop g ives
his book, is CHR IST

’

S Km x ON TH E. G R E EN

compo/ed, as isfirppofed, byKing JAME S V .

’

in an eleg ant Latin preface tothis poem, he thus

writes, Gra i
l

ulor tibi lefi or , at MMr, reg em in

Parnafl
'

o, non i iy
‘
elieiter/omniantenz de yacobi , oj us

nominis apua
'
Stator Q i inti, familia, eruditione,

foientia militari , oon/alendi funt bifioricorum anna

[er principem autem bunc poefinaeperiye, nil mi

ruin, oonznzune id. illi , cum a iig zg/iiflimir aliis wirir,

g i nbaudpauci carnzen in deliciis baonore.
’

The next authority is the editor of the lafl: edi

tion of G av in D oug las
’

s tranflation'

of V irg il
’
s

E neis, pub lilhed at
‘

Edinburg h Anno 1 71 0 , who,

in h is preface , thus mentions this poem ;

i
‘ with

i‘ notes pub lifli ed at Oxford fome years ag o, _

by a

celebrated
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celebrated wr1ter on the famous poem of King
James V . entitled, Cbrw’

s Kirk on tbe Green

On the fame fide is Tanner,Bilhop of StAfaph ,

who , in hi s Bibliot/J eea Britannica-Hibernzca
, fab

w ee yaeobi n inti
, R eg ir Seofiae, mentions the

poem of Chrill
’

s Kirk of the G reen as written by
that Prince , and adds, Ellizlit, fi eryg ue

‘

illzg/i rao it

cl. Edmond G iz
’

yon, Oxo
’

n. Tanner
’

s Ri

b liotheca was pub lilhed ih late as the year
.

1 748.

Thefe
‘

are the only ancient and pofitive autho

rities that I have fe
'

en, wh ich attribute th is poem

to King James V . I iball fum
’

up the whole '

ar

g uments on that fide of the
‘

g uefiion from an au

thor of h ill g reater weig ht than any of the abov e
,

that is, the learned Sir D av id D alrymple, Lord

Hailes, whofe opinion, althoug h he candidly does

not decide, is o n the fame fide with the above

authors

LordHailes arg ues thus,

Fir/i , Major, in
\his life ofKing James I. men

tions fev eral pieces written by that Prince , but fays

nothing of Chrilt
’

s Kirk of the G reen.

Notes on the fiatutes ofKing James I:Aft
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“

Secondly, The poemmentions Peebles at i
‘lae

wh ich Lord Hailes i s ofopinion relate s
'

to a more modern aera than the ag e of King
James L ; And,

’

1 Leyi ly, Bilhop G ibfon and Bifhop Tanner, and

the ~

editor of G av in Doug las
’

s Virg il, all ag ree In

attributing the poem of Chrilt
’
s Kirk of theG reen

to King James V .

I {hall attempt to anfwer th efe arg uments in

their order and to the f ull ,

That Major, Whomentions two or three pieces,
laid to b e compofed by King James I. does not

mentionthe poem of Chrift
’

s Kirk, is an arg ument

entirely neg ativ e , and can infer no dire él:conclufion

that
‘King James I. mig ht not hav e b eenthe author

ofthat poem, aswell as of fév eral other pieces not

ment1oned by Major, of which , for certain,he
was the author, v iz . Rytlymi Latini ,

~

et de Mafiea ,
mentioned by D emplter and fome

'bther pb ems

mentioned by other authors
J
r. Major does not pre

tend

if Denna/fer Hi/Z. E ek. cap.

j 7 1 3 . See dilfertation '

on S cot}-
t

t
'

ilh fang s .

J
i

l
l
"Godly and fpiritual fong s, publifhed by Andro Hart

fome of wh ich , thoug h not dilting u ilhed in the hook, are
‘
r [i an

mentioned as written by King James I.
“
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G reen The plays were probably the ‘

g olf, a

g ame peculiar to the Scots ,: foot-ball, and {boot

ing for priz es with bow and arrow.

“ The

{booting butts {till remain; Archery, withinthe

memory of man, was kept. up at Peeb les 3 and an

ancient filver priz e arrow, with fev eral old
‘

medal

lions appended to it, as I am informed, is [till

p1 eferved 1n the town houfe of Peebles.

‘And to the [aft
!
arg ument, to

”

wit, the authori ~

ties of Bifhops G ibfon and Tanner, and '

the editor

of G avin Doug las
’

s V irg il, all of whom
’

attribute

the abov e poem to King James
‘

V . All thefe wri ~

ters are fo modern, and fo remote from the ag e of

James I.
‘

Or even of James V . that they can prove

nothing . i The bldeii of theic G ib

Ion, did not
-

publifh h is book
“

till . the year
'

1 69i ,

that 1s, 149 ,years after the death ofKing James V.

and 250 years after the death of
{

King James I.

Befides G ibfon, upon whofe bare affertion theother

two later writers profeiIedly rely, {peaks but dub i

oufly h is
"
words, as . on . . the title p ag e of the

poem, are , Compofed,
"
ar it irfuppq/Ied, by King

James V

Haymg t thusj hown the i nfufli ciency of the 1am

g uments and authorities which attribute this poem

to

Pratum reg iurn.
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to;King James V
'

. I now
‘

procéed
'l to pI

’

QVC that 1t

was ,undoubtedly the work
'

ofKing i
'

James I.

The mofi .anc1ent teftimony for
‘

th i s
‘

opml on
, 1s

thatlof MrGeorg e Banantyne,
’

to whofe
g
tafte and

induftry we owe a MS . collection ofmany fine , old

Scottifh poems prior . to the y ear 1 568, which is,
the date of his manufcript.

(In
'

Banantyne
’
s
”

book,
‘ the firft poemfi in po int of

antiquity, Kirk of the Green,which at:

the end of it, as.
.Was the fafhion of the ritme, bears

this fig nature , £ 51051King 75177165 I.
’

Banantyne
’
s manufcript was finiihed m 1 568,

within 26 years of the death of James V , Banana

tyne may then b e reckoned to hav e b een contem
'

porary with that Prince . His tef
’
timony, therefore ,

not only prov es neg ativ ely that King JamesV. was

not the author, but likewife , that
l

univerfal tradi ‘

t1on and report, in th is laft Prince ’s
“

time
, attri ~

buted th is poemto his royal ancefior King James I.

Further, althoug h itw

may not b e . eafy to afcer

tain the ag e of any writing from its lang uag e , yet

I apprehend there arifes {trong internal ev idence

from.

it
1542 .
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from the poem itfelf,that it belong s to an ag e

more ancient than that ofKing James V.

King . James I. Was
,
carried to Eng land in

?

the

year 1404 ,
'

and ~

remained at the courts of King
Henry IV . V . and VI. u ntil the year 1423 , when

he returnedt o ‘his own king dom fome years after

which
, we may conj e€ture thi s poemto have b een

written. If it is compared with any of the poems

of the ag e of.King James V . that i s, a century later,

We fhall
,
i‘ind the lang uag e of the firft

/

much
‘more

antiquated and difficult to b e underflood than that

of the latter. Let us make the comparifon.

In the mifcellany of ancient poeins, called the

E v er Green, colleéted chiefly from Banantyne
’

s

manufcript, the firft in the book i s, Cbr g
’

fi
’

s Kirk

g f
‘

tbe Green, and
l

next to n it are two poems, the

a grd tbe Rafi , and Virtue and Vice. The

firll made by Dunbar, upon the marriag e of King
James IV . andMarg aret his Q ieen, on her coming
to Scotland, and b efore James V . was born. The

other poem is written by Bellenden, D ean
‘

ofMur

ray, and addrefi
'

ed to King James V. then a youth.

Let thefe two poems b e compared with Chriil
’

s

Kirk of. the G reen
,
and I apprehend that 110 per

ion who
‘

is verfant in the Scottifh lang uag e will

have
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have any

‘

difliculty in pronouncing . Chrift
’
sKi rk to

be the mofl; anc ient .

'

of the three poems , To any

Scotfman, ,
who is tolerably acquainted with the

orthog raphy of the Scottifh lang uag e about e bo

no difficulty in underflzand

ing every p
hral

'

e , nay almoit every word nfed in

the two poems of ~D unbar and ,Bellenden, writte
‘

n

in,
King James IV . and V .

’
s time , while in - the

more ancient poem of Chrilt
’

s Kirk, he muft, in

almoft every fianz a, meet with fome phrafe or

word, the true meaning of which
'

he Inuit be at a

I am willing , - at the fame time , to allow, that,
i n a ludi crous poem, defcribmg the humour of the

country, fev eral words ufed by the v ulg ar may
“

ail

feétedly have b een introduced g yet
“

,
after all, this

will
'

not
'

reconcile or make up for the apparent an

t1qu1ty of phrafe
'

, aswell as of words , wh ich runs

throug h the
'

whole of the poem of Chrifi
’

s Ki rk of

the G reen

I

A late arg ument I hav e h eard u rg ed, that James I.

from h is long captiv i ty in E ng land, could not ,
b e fo well a c

quainted e ither with
'

the lang uag e or

.

manners of h is
‘

c
‘

oun

try, as defcribed in this poem. In ahfwer to th is, it Inu it

b e confidered, that James was twelv e years of ag e when h e

was carried to Eng land that, wh ile there; during hisc ap ~
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I {hall conclude
.

with another.

"

arg u
’

ment that
‘

a

rifes from the poem itfelf, which , in my apprehen

fion, is decifive of the point in quettion.

Whoever reads the
‘

poem of Chrift
’
sKirk,

'

fimp

ly as a p1ece of wit and humour, comes very far

fil ort, I imag ine , of the patriotic defig n and inten

tion of its author. I {hall endeavour to illuflzrate

this.

‘

Inhthe time of James I. arr/my, as a military
art, was praé

‘

tifed over all Europe .
—
'

The Eng lifh

archers were remarkab ly expert in the ufe of the

bow and arrow : They were commonly {tationed

in the van of the army, and b eg an the fig ht by a

fl ig htof arrows and, when the enemy was
‘

thrown
into diforder, they ruflied in uponthem with their

battle ax es. The celebrated v ictory g amed by. King
Henry V .

’

at Az incoufi , was decided by the Eng .

lifh archers.

King James, on his return to his own king
dom,

tiv ity , he was confiantly attended and furrounded
'

with his
countrymen, and,

‘

from the 1423 , when h e returned to

Scotland, to the 1436, when he died, krg
'

years)i n that,

or half that (pace, he
'

had time to .hav e been well acquainted
with both the lang uag e

i

andmanners of his people.
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dom among manyo ther ab ilfes of the late weak

g overnment, under his uncles the D ukes of Al

b any , w hile he was a prifoner in E ng land, found,
that the praétice of archery had b een g reatly ne

g leéted
‘

among
‘ his fubjeé

‘

ts. A
'

s this appeared to

b e an obj
‘

eét . of zmuch importance to the (late ,

James, in his very firlt parliament f, paiIes an act,

ordaining Every perfon after 1 2 years of ag e

to bufi (i . e . equip)h imfelf as aware/Jen That

bow marks . b e
,

maid near e very paroch kirk,
wharin, on holydays, men may cum and fchutte

at leaft thrice about, and have ufag e of archerie ;
and wha fa ufes not the faid archerie , the laird

of' the land, -or the fherriti’, fall raife of h im a

wedder.

’ W e find another fiatute
'

in the third

parliament of the fame Monarch , appo inting wai

pon
-fcbawing four times 1n the year, with bow and

arrow.

James did not allowthe matter to wit here he

knew that ridicule often has a firong er efiefi in ex

pofing ig norance
’

and
.

correfi ing abufes
, than pe

nalties enjoined by law 1.

at
1423 .

1
" Parl . 1 . aél 18.

1 Ridiculum acri
Fortins et mclius mag nas plerumque fecat res. Hox.
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'

lHis poem of Chriit
’

s Kirk, is almofl: one conti

nued ironical s tire upon the awkward manag ement,

gf tbe
‘

bow,
and the neg leEt into which arcbery had

then fallen in Scotland.

i

To make his fubjeéls fen

fible of the difg race they incurred by their {hams

ful ig norance of the ufe of their arms, and to re

eftablith the difcipline of the bow among ft them,

was an objeét worthythe care of this iwi
l

fe andwar-s

like Monarch. The continuator ofFordun’

s Scoti s

Chronicon remarks, that, notwithitanding his at

tention’

to this, that, after his death, archery de i

clined : Po/t
‘
citj ur mortem ( j

'
aeobi Primi) lug u

f orem, omner
‘

g ucg
fi indgferenier arcur ez

‘

arciliez re

j ecer zmt, et cum lanceis equitare fe dederunt [ m

quad more in mm:mag natir, abz
’

[ant centum bomz
‘

.

et oc
’

log inmlament , of who j ex reporter ara
’

fe

neuter

A remarkab le difcovery, made a little b efore
th is - time , haftened the downfal of archery, I mean

the invention of g unp owder , and the ufe of ar

The finit li eg e of importance in which cannon

feems
"
to have been employed, was the famous

fieg e of Orleans by the Eng lifh, in which the E arl
of Salifbury, the Eng lifh g eneral, waskilled by a

cannon
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From this it appears obvrous, that the ufe of the

bow in war was
,
in the re i g n of James ‘

V . quite

laid afide . The fine irony then, lo proper for ridi

culing the fhameful want of~ fkill in archery, which

runs throug h the poem of Chrift
’

s Kirk, is loft,
’

if

applied to any other aera than that of J
a
mes I. ;

more part1cular1y fo , if applied to that
-

of James V .

’

w
’

hen fire arms were introduced and encourag ed

by the public laws of the king dom . Fromthe

whole of th is ev idence , I think there can remain

no fdrfiiculty 1n ag ree lng to the pofitive teltimony of

3 517247213026, the contemporary of King James .V .

that his ancell or King James I. was the autho r of

Cbr/f
’

5 Kirk of t/ye Green.

In the fubfequent edition of th1s poem, I have

followed Banantyne
’

s
,

MS . W hether or no
,
when

he made his manufcript collection in I 568, there

was any, printed edition of this; or any of
‘

the other

poems in his collection, v I have notb een ab le to

Learm

I

In the following edition
‘

I have adhered fcrupu-a

loufly even to the orthog raphy ofBanantyne and

I hav e confulted, as to the meamng of obfcure and

obfolete words, of wh ich many occur, feveral g lof
-r

faries of the Scottifh lang uag e , more particularly
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thatprefix ed to the lafl:folioeditionof G avin D ou

g las
’

s tranflation of the JEneis ofV irg il, wh ich is

laid to b e
'

the work of the late learnedMr Tho/nae

Ruddiman, thoug h his
“

modelty refirained him

from putting his name

‘

to the molt learned, copi

ous, and be lt g lolfary of the Scott1fh lang uag e .

Bifhop Edmond G ibfon, as b efore obférved,

pub lifhed, anno 169 1 , h is ed ition of this poem,
in

the b lack or Saxon letter, printed at Oxford. Ré

fore this time
,
there were lure ly lome Scottifh edi

tions of it printed. It appears, however, that the

Bilhop has followed none of them
, but has taken

his edition from fome v ery incorrect copy printed

in E ng land. as it is materially differerit
‘

from the

Scottilh, not only in the orthog raphy, but in the

phrafe and meanmg of many pallag e s, which it is
- l

obn ous
’

the editor has not underflood.

W e have already remarked, that the Eng lifh and

Scottilh lang uag es were derived from the fame pa

rent, theanc i ent Sax on. In the prog refs of time
,

however, frequent varlatlons muft of courfe hav e

at ifen in the fame lang uag e , . as fpoken in the two

feparate king doms, fo as to keep them diltinét and
l

feparate , thoug h radically the fame lang uag e . Ob

folete words from the ancient lang uag e revwed ;

116W
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new words flatted up ; and different dialects preu
.

vailed in each king doma
Bilhop G ibfon, by his

Latin preface , appears to b e an e leg ant writer in

that lang uag e ; and his learned notes on this poem
ibew that he was likewife {killed in the anc1ent

Saxon and northern
;

lang uag es ; yet
w

he -feems to

have known little of the Scottilh lang uag e , e ither

i
n its phrafe olog y or dialect, at the ab ov e aera.

From a want of knowledg e of the manners of that

country, he palpab ly g ives a wrong fenfeto many

ScottilhWords. Many dev iations from the orig inal

§cottilh poem ,
as

i in ’

Banantyne
’

5MS . occur in h is e

dition Many words, ev env erfes, are altered and

one whole fianz a, the 8th in the orig inal, isalto

g ether omitted, There are three additional {tan

i as in the Bifhop
’

s editionwhich are not in Ba

nantyne
’

8MS . One of thefe , being the l ath of
“ 0 6

th1s edition, as it naturally counci l s with the pre

ceding fl anz as, I hav e taken into the tex t, as it feems

to contain ,the ,fame humour of the poem,althoug h

I hefitate
'

to pronounce i t g enuine .

‘

The other two,

following thea ft of the prefent, I take to b e clear;
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Of the PO E M made by King Jie zs I, on Jana,

afterwards
~ bi: Q aeen, w/oile be was a pry

'

oner in

TH I S anci ent poem; thoug h menti oned by

Ieveral Writers ‘

of the l ife “

oi ames I.
'

andwell
known 111 his time , yet has lain bid for thefe three
centuries, and

'

prob
'

ablywould
‘

have
‘mared the fame

fatewith manofhrs other -compofitions, now
}

lolt,
but for the prefervation of one

"

f1ng le manufcript
'

copy of it, which 1s now in the Bodleian Library
at Ox ford.

“

The
"

title which this manufcript bears
‘ T/oe Q IAI

'

R
, ma id be King JAME S of Scotland

t/oe Fiffi ,

'

ca11it
‘

THE KING ’i QUAIR.
‘ Maid g n.

b is
'

Ma . was in Eng land.

’

By

‘

what accident this poem Came into thé—edi.

tor
’
s hands, itmay b e proper to

'

g ive
’

foin
‘

e account.

Althoug h al l the Scottilh writers mention K1ng

James I. asthe authorof niany poetical pieces, yet,
O

N—o
‘

;
u u p l

,

1

as in the ag e of James, and for a centuryafter,

printing was not introduced into Britain, i t IS not

to bewondered that molt of his pieces fhould now
beloIt.

tions this poemof
'

King



AL D IS S E
'

R TAT I ON
'

ON

"
anteg aam eam zn conj ag emdaxerat.

D emp/Zer alfo , in his Hiltoria E cclefiaftica, men

tions , among ft the works of Jamesr this poem, Sa

per Uxore fatara . A later writer, Tanner Bilhop
of St Afaph , in his Bib liotheca Britannico -B ib en

A 3 ..

nica, mentions it {till more particularly, under the

article yacobur Staartas Primar Rex Scotiae, thus ;
Lamentatiofac

‘la dam in Ang liafuitR ex.

”
It ap«

pears ,
that Bifhop Tanner had both feen and read

this poem, as he recites the firlt line of it,

Heig
'

b in the Heoynisfig ure czrculare.
’

M. S . Bib . Bod. Sélden. Archiv . B. 24 . and

Infine poema z
‘is (fays Tanner)Goweramez

‘ Cbaace.

s b

ricmmzri/ice laudat
’ —Rex .

The above authorities concurring in mentioning”C?
th is

;p
oem, an reference to its b e ing

l

among fi the Seldenian ;manufcripts 1n the Bodle1an
L ibrary, ex cited the editor’s cur1ofity to fearch for

it. After feveral fru itlefs attempts, on his apply

ing to an ing enious young g entleman, a lindent

of Oxford, he undertook t

h
e tafl<, a11d found the“fl a

t 1 o l 3 10"l l f a ! 1 mu M
accordmg

From aa

iv
er
y

accurate copyW maps
by him, the prefent publication i s g i v en.

From
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From the title of the poem,
it may b e

'

prefumed

that
, in the ag e m which it was compofed, i t was

he ld in e ltimation by the public . The wordQ aair ,
in the old E ng lifh lang uag e , fig nifies a . book ;
h ence , by way of eminence , this poem was dill in

g uilhed by the title of tbe King
’

e book; and, in that

ag e , it mull have been confidered as a g reat work.

As to its merit, the Pub lic , after due confidera

tion of the ag e in wh ichit was written, j/ul
’
c be g in

ning to emerg e from that darknefs that had. long

obfcured the weltern hernifphere , will judg e . Thus

far may , I think
, b e faid,, that, for the inv ention

and fancy, the g enuine fimplicity of fentiment, and

the defcriptiv e poetry wh ich . runs throug hh

v it
,
it is

a remarkab le work.

The defig n, or theme
,
i s theRoyal poet

’
s love

for his b eautiful mill refs i7ane, with ,whom he be;

came ~ enamoured while a prifoner at the caf
’
tle of

W indfor. The recollection of the misfortunes of

h is youth; his early and long captiv ity, the incident

which g ave rife to his love , its purity, confiancy,

and happy ilfue , are all fet forth by way of alleg o.

rical v illon, according to the re1g u1ng talte of the

ag e ofKing -James I. “
aswe find from the poems of

Cbaacer , Gower, andi

Ly‘

dg afbe,
his contemporaries.



A D I S S E R TAT I O N SON

The tafte for poetical alleg ory and v ifion was

derived from the Provencalwriters, which proba
b ly

'

was 1ntroduced into Eng land by R ichard I.

who ranks among the molt eminent of the Trouba

dours. It was hig hly in
'

falh ion in the ag e ofLyd

g ate , G ower, and Chaucer, and continued to b e

fo
'

down - to the ag e of Spencer , and the
‘

end of

Q l een E liz abeth ’

s re1g n. E very {tory had its mo

ral , andwas told in the way of alleg ory and v ifion.

Themachinery of thefe poems were fie
ry drag ons,

g lants, and fairies the fcenery enchahted forel’ts,

call les, and lakes. The v irtues, v ices , and paf

fions were perfonified, and the mytholog ywas a

mixture of the Creek, Roman,
Arab ian , and Chri

ftian. The advancement.of learning has long ba.

nifhed th is falfe rate ; and it cannot be denied, that

perhaps the meaneft modern compofition, even the

flimfy flowers of a monthlymifcellany , will better

{land the tell of criticifm yet how fleetly do thefe

ibort lived embryos vanilh , never to appear ag ain,
at the approach of the g reat vifionaryfig ures, call
ed up b y our old bards . How 18 the imag 1nat1on

carried away, 111 their lofty flights into the reg 1ons

offancy, adornedwith the g low of g enume poetry !

'
In purfuing the feveral parts of the alleg on cal

vifion, inKing James
’spoem, perhaps it may ap

pear



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


50 A D I S S E RT AT I ON O N

withmore tender delicacy, than t he buxom Ro/ial

of Cbaucer .

The Seldenian manzq n
‘

,
[from which the pre

fent copy 1s taken, appears to b e of an old date ; in

many places it was
‘

not eafy to find out the proper

fenfe of the paifag e , and in many palfag es, it
'

was

oby ioufly erroneous. The writer of the old MS .

feems to have b een but little acquainted with d ad
'

fical learning ; hence It appears, that he has \often

erroneoufly fub ltituted one 'name in place of a

‘

no

ther
‘

,
ofwhich many g rofs inltances occur. Many

Other apparent inaccuracies run throug h it, which ,
howev er

,
oug ht not always

3

to b e placed to the ac ,

count of the tranfcrib er : The poet.himfelf is an,

fwerab le for many lib ertie s wh ich he takes in h is

poem, wh ich the cullom of that ag e g avea fanc ,

tion to.

G reat
‘

freedom is ufed In the orthog raphy or

fpe lling , which is often various 1n the fame word.

Not unfrequently words are omitted or underltood
,

‘

which the reader is left tofupply, fo as to make

out the fenfe
‘

of the palfag e .

To fuch as a re not verfant in the o ld poets ,

Chaucer,
‘

G ower, See. the numb ers of the v erfes

wi ll
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will often appear to be unequal, as the apoftrophe
’

s,

fig ns of contraction; elifions, and marks for the

div ifion of the fyllables for the fake fof the
"

v erfe
,

wh ich were ufed by the old poets, are now loft.

For underftanding
-

of th
‘

efe
,
I cannot

'

do b etter than

recommend to the reader the ex cellent g eneral

rules prefix ed to the learned g lolfary in G av in

D oug las
’
s V irg il.

For the cafe of the reader, I have
‘

div ided the

poem into canto
’

s
,
according to the various epi

‘

fodes contained in it ; and, throug hout the whole ,

I have, by explanatory notes , endeavoured to*

‘

ren

der the obfcure , as eafy ,
as

'

was

in my p ower. am afraid'I have

not been
‘

fo fuccefsful as I could hav e wilhed.

Itmuft ‘

b e confell
'

ed, that many of thebeauties

of th is ancient poem mul l efcape us
,

'from the mu ~

tab ility of the lang uag e in the fpace of near 400

years ; an imperfeEtion attendant on every liv ing
lang uag e . What Waller fays, in his eleg ant v er~

fes on Chaucer, in the lalt century, may, with e

qual force , be applied to the poetical remains 0
King James I. of Scotland
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Poets, that lalting marble
‘

feek,

Mult carv e in Latin, or in
‘

Greek

W e wr ite in fand our lang uag e g rows

And, l ike the tide;our work o
’
erflows.

Clzaucer his fenfe can only boafi,

The g lory of h is numb ers loft !

Y ears hav e defac’d h is matchlefs firain,

And yet he did not write in v ain.

Upon the who
o

le : If the prefent pub lication,
wh ich has been the amufement of leifure hours,

and a relief from more ferious occupations, fhall

entertain the few who hav e a
‘

relilh or efteem for

the g enuine poetical p roductions of their ancefiors,

it will fufficiently rewardmy pains, in thefatisfac

tion I {hall hav e of hav ing refcued from ob liv ion

th is g enuine rema in of the works o f a g enius, one

of the belt, and wifeft
‘

ofKing s one of the molt il

lufirious charaéters of his ag e !

T H E
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T H E

K I N G
’

S Q U

M A I D B E

KING JAME S S CO TLAND
,

T H E F I R S T,

Q7}. lair Ma. w as in





T
’

H E

I

K I N G
’

S Q U
'

A I R .

C A - N T ~ O

I.

R I G H in the
'

hevynis fi g ure circulare
The rody {terres twynkling as the tyre

And in Aquary Citberea the clere,

Rynfid hir trell i s like the g oldin wyre,
That latetofore , in faire and frefcheatyre ,
Thro

’

Caprzcorn hev ed hir bornis brig ht,
North northward a

'

pproch it the myd nyg ht.

II. » 1

Q ihen as I lay inb ed allone '

waking ,

New partit out of flepe a lyte
i

tofo
x

re,

Citberea . Th is mult be an error of the tranfcnber of

the Seldenian MS. The Royal Poet muft hav e wrote Cia

ma , wh ich ag rees with the defcriptiv e words in the 6th Ime,
Hawd ai r; li om ir brig bt but could not b e appl icable to Ci

therca , the planet Vemu in that ag e . Galileo, about the y ear

1608, near: z oo years after James I. was th e lid
”
:who, by the

new inv ention of the telefcope , a l ittle b efore that time , dif

cov ered that the planet V enus had phafes as the ~moon. The

defcription of the feafon in th is flam e is extremely poetical.
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Fell me to mynd of many diverfe thing
Of th1s and that, can I not fay quharefore,

Bot {lepe for craft in erth myt I no more

For quhich as tho
’
coude 1 no better wyle ,

Bot toke a boke to rede upon a quhile

III.

“
OE quhich the name is clepit properly

Boece, efter him that was thecompiloure ,

Schewing

Roma ] Aniciur Severizzw Boat/Jim; a. fenator, and of

confular di g nity , flourifhed at Rome in th e re ig n of
‘

Tbeoa’oric

King of
'

the Ofirog oth s, after Aug zyi
l
alw , th e lafi of the R0

man emperors, had refig ned the emp ire . He was accufed

and b anilhed to Tic inum, now Pav ia, by Th eodoric, for

hav ing defig ns of re itoring the l iberty of h is country, and,
"

three years after, was b eheaded. His l ife and 'manners were

thol
'

e of a ph ilofopher, throug h a long {cries of misfortunes,
1
1

wh ich h e bore with remarkable patience and fortitude .

While he was in banilhment, he wrote h is book D e Con/ala

tz
'

ozge P611fpbzae. His tomb is (till preferv ed in th e church

of St
.

Aug uftine at Pav ia, on wh ich is inferibed the follow
ing j

epitaph

.
,
Co

,
7zful erambioperii ~ms in axi/i zzm,

Boethius’s
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$8 TH E K
‘

INto ’

. s QU A I R .

And than how he
'in his 5

In philofophy
C can him to confort.

For quhich tho
t I in purpofe

To borowe a flepe at thilk time b eg an,

Or ev er I d {tent my b eft
‘was more to loke

Upo
‘

ni hef
'

writing of th is nob il .man,

That in himfelf the full r ecov é itk;wan
'

Of his infortu
’

ne
, pove

‘

rti
, . and

And in tham let his v errayf fecli ernefi
'

e . :

VI.

And fo the v ertew of his z outh b efore

Was inh is ag e the g round of his delytis
1 11 1 “

Fortune the bak him tu
'

rn
‘

yt, and thereforemi ~ <n ~ l lg fl f"1 1
‘ m '

He makith Joye arid confort
A'J J l l c AM A v 4

Of theire unfekirwarldis appetitis,

,
Th is is cop ied from the MS. As

gs ev ery of hisbookwith a lyric

ode, our author means by the abov e, h1s poetrcal report, or

0
”

theme . S
'

uch l icenfes of makin
g
newwords, for t

he fake of
1 3“ 1

the v
‘

erfe, are not unfrequentwith our poet, and others of

that ag e .

c Can am to confi rt
,
Was able to comfort h imfelf:

d Steal . Stopt or paufed.
6 Warm] Won, g ained.

f Seeketaefi -J Security, firmnefs, certainty.



h

:
-

C g A
t r

I" to : I'm. J.
5§

And fo g aworth he takith his penance,

And of his vertewmaid it fuflifané e .

VII.

W ith mony a nob il refon as him likit
Enditing in his fair latyne tong ,

So full of fruyte , and 5 rethorikly pykit,

Q ihich to declare my
i
'

fcole i s over z ong ‘
;

Therefore
1
1 1111 him pas, and in my tong

Procede I will ag aymto my i fentence

Ofmy mater, and leve all incidence.

1VIII.

The long ny
t b eholding , as I faide,

\
Myn

'

eyne g ari to fmert for fiudying
My boke l fchet, and at my hede it laide,
And doun I lay, bot ony tarying ,

This mater new i n my myud rolling ,
Th1s 18to feyne how y

t eche
'

eftate ,

As Fortune lykith, thame will tranllate .
~

b Ma } fRethorically chofen
,

k Sw im ] I will proceed with my theme, or fubj eét.



6a TH E KIN R.

IX .

For fothe it is , y
t
,
on her 1 tolte

‘

r quhele ,

Every W ig ht”2 cleverith in his Rag e ,
And failyng foting oft quhen hir left rele

Sum up, furn doun,is non el tate nor ag e

Enfured more the Prynce than the pag e ,

So uncouthly h ir
0 werdes {he div ideth ,

Namely i n z outh, that fe ildum ought
f
prowdeth

Among thir thoug htis rolling to and fro,

Fell me to myud ofmy fortune andP ure ,

In tender z outh how fche was firll: my fo ,
’

And eft my frende, and
‘ h0w I g at 4recure

I Taker quire/ca] Tottering wheel of Fbrtune .

m Cliveret/n ] Cli veth end ing s to—or, p erhap s, clamb
‘

er

eth , or climbs .

a L a?rele ] Lealt motiom—Lefi fig nifies to w ill or 111
cl ine , in old writing s -

T
i t may therefore read/When Fortune

incl ines to turn h er wheel.

a Hir querderj Her g ifts, dell inies,
'

0r wi erds .

p Urea] Or E r
i

e, trouble. wHence ti ff/23157”, G, .Dotxg . p .

450 , l .
‘

6. Hence alfo frie, Iré iet frefumr from the Gaelic

q Recum ]
(

Recourfe, relief.



6?

Ofmy diltrefi
'

e , and all my r aventure

I g an ourhayle ,

l

yt lang er flepe ne relt
Ne myt Inat, fa were my wittie f

cwreft

3“W ery for
- ly

And up I flié na 1
Bot now y how trowe z e fuich afantafye

Fell me to my myud,
«l
yt

‘

ay me thot the b ell

Said to me, , 2 Tellhon men, g uhag the befell.J A A

(
’

u " h

C
‘

J
“ f'ff l. ”

fre t 3 :1m .

r J ventarefg v M the
'

inc idents ofl nlrydife I b eg hn
'
1m

t

re

colleét.
“ j 1 7 1 m m.

" ”1. i l 5 1 1

J .Wre/iJ Wre lted, or tortured.

t For- «wakinj Kept awake ; for fwa/ierife, according to

n n m l ”J im“ . { 11 1

the Scottilh phrafe

p . 20 1 . 1. 5“

2: Tell on, mm] Proceed to rehearfe.



TH E
”
. KPNG ’

s Qu a -I R .

a Thot I
'

tho
’
to
"
1nyfelf, qubatmay thisbe?

This is my awin ymag inacion,
This is no 5 lyf yt fpekis uritome,

That dooth
t

m

D eter

l

rriyt furth thefé yvt in
,

myn
1

‘

énteht,
51Sen I thus have .ymag ynit of this foun,

Arid inmy tyme more ink and paper fpent

e To lyte effect, I tuke conclufion

Sum new th ing to write ; I fet me doun,

Andrfurt
'

lf wt- all :myepen.in hand
“
I tuke ,

f And maid
/

a and thus b eg outh my buke .

a Tbo
’
t Abbrev iation formay : I .

ten ufed by our poet.

d Sam] S ince .

e Lyte.] L ittle—1 we mama—11 emanated ; ga mer
$ 3 13 3 .7t o: lanai:f f. I}w e , we 33a

“
? 15;

f Andmaida Made the fig }of the Holy Grofs.

mined.



Like to the b ird Iyt fed IS 0 11 ‘
vfif

'

And can not flee , i ofwit .wayke and unitab le,

To fortune both and to infortune g hab le,

1’W ilt thou thy payne to cum and?thy travai lle ,
For forow and dredewele my

t thdumepe andwaile.

X V.

James was a relig ious “ uprmce, and, a g was e cuftorn of the
0-4

}
l Pf fi r f ‘

t ime, thoug ht it b ecom ing 111 h im thus to cal l for the D iv ine

a id, or a b enedictionupon h is work
”

1)

come—Well m1g ht
’It thou weep

f l "

iiands in thy uncertaihty orig norance of the future.

" ”

Th e

reader will not be difpleafed to
"“I

'

e e
'

i this principle i llh li i‘hted

in the richelt g low of poetry.

Heav en from all creatures -h ide s the book of fate ,

All but th e pag e prefcrib ed, the ir prefent Rate ,
From brutes what men, from:men

fwhat Ipirits know;i
l
l

u?

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to day
1 31 3 ;

Had he thy reafon, would he {kip and play 3

Pleas’d to the lali:he cropsh he
“fl irwelfyCfobd

l

,

And l icks the handlull raifed'to fli edh i s b looda ,“ A.

Oh b lindnefs to the future kindl y g iven,



Thus fl ant thy confort in i nnfekernefl
'

e
‘

Andwantis i t, ly
f fuld thé -reule and g ye ,

Ry
t as the fchip

‘

that failith
—

fTie
'

re iéfsli
'

. .1

For lak of itfly
t fuld b ene her fupplye ;

So fiandis thou here in this warldisi rag e ;
v

-And wantis yt fuld g yde ai
'

1 thy wag e .

X VI.

I mene this ofmyfelf, as in partye ,
1 Thoug h nature g ave me fuflifance m z outh,

To g overne with my will, fo lyte I couth ,

when {terelefs to travaille I b eg outh,
Amang thewavis of this world to drive

H

Andhow the cafe ancml will defcrive

X VII

W ith doubtfull hart, amang the rokkis b lake,
My feble bote

‘

full fel t to, fiere

Am tfiafetzykfé/éfij Without au iieerfmanai th
'

ehelm.

1 Thoug h nature g ave me fufiifance, or fuflicient reafon
formy years, yet lack I the typenefs of reafon or experience
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66 TH E KI N G ’
S QU A

'

I R.

X IX .

At my beg yning firft I clepe and call

r To z ou Clio and to z ou Polyme ,

W ith I Thefiphone g oddis and filtris
"

all,

In nowmer IX . as bokis fpecifye ,

In this p
’

rocefi
'

e my wilfumwittis f g ye ,
Andwith z our bry

t lanternis wele convoye

My pen to writemy turment and my joye .

T H E

r Palm/la ] ForEolymnia, the Mufe ofHarmony .
—Our

~poet, w
ith the old bards, ufe g reat freedom with proper

names, for th e fake of v erfa.

J Thaf1560713 Th e tranfcriber has here made a very g rofs

blunder, in fubftituting Thefiphone, one of th e Furies, in

place ofTerpii chore, one of the nine Mules, wh ich our poet

exprefsly here invokes.

t Gym} Guide.



T H E

f

t Nvere y

'

t full of vertu isandgude,
nature firl’t beg yne

‘

th hir enprifé ,

That quhilum
i

Was be cruel froll and flude ,
And fchouris l

'

charpopprelt inmony wife;
And x Synthius g yneth to aryfe

I—Ieig h m the e it, amorrowe loft and fuete,

Upward his courfe to drive inAriete .

Paflit botm
'

yd
-dayfoure g reis evin

’

Of l
’

ent
'

h and brede hisang el W
’

ing is bryt,
‘

t [it were ] In th e fpring .

z! E qprzfa ] When nature beg ms to exert her powers.

56And Syntbzw, 8cc.]
l

When the fun enters into the fig n

Aries, Or th e middle ofMarch—The defcription of the feac

£011, in thefe twoRauz as, is very poetical.



68 TH E K ING ’
S QU A I R.

He fpred uponthe g round doun fro the bev in,
'That for g ladnefl

'

e and confort of the fig ht,

Andwith the tiklyng of his hete and lig ht,
The tender flouris 0pynit thame and fprad,

And in thair nature 'thankit him for g lad.

III.

J Not far pafiit the {late of innocence
B

‘

ot nere about the nowmer of z eiris

W ere it caufit throu hev inly influence

Of G oddis will
, or other cafualtee ,

Can I not fay, bot out ofmy contree,

By thair ay ife yt
‘

had ofme the cure

Be fee to pas, tuke Imy aventure .

y Pafi t the j z
’
a te of innocence tbree y earrj

’

Th is is a v ag ue

manner of exprefl ing h is ag e . Bellenden , arch - dean ofMur

ray, th e tranflator of“Boeth ius,by defire of King James V .

fays James I. was wh e years oldwhen h e was taken prifoner

inMarch 1 404
-

5. Th is does notag ree with our other b illo
r ians, whofay he was fortyf our years old when h e was kill

ed Anno 6. Suppofing , by our Poet
’s own account,

that he was three y ears pail:nine , or the ag e of innocenc e;
h ewas at th is time tivelv e years.of ag e, which ‘

near
‘

ly
‘

ag rees

with the g eneral ity of the hillorians, none 013whom, howfi

ever, that I have feen, mention the year inwh ich K. James
was born.



‘

C
‘

11 N’

T o
»

: 69,

z Purvait- of all y
Fwasus. necefl

'

a
b

rye,

W ith wynd at will , up airely by . the mor
‘

owe,

Streig ht unto fchip n
‘

o long ere wold we tarye ,
1

The way we tuke the tyme I tald to forowe,
W ith mony fare wele , and ‘1 San€t Johne to borow

i

e

OfIalowe and frende , and thus wt one airent,.

W e pullit up faile and furth our way1s ‘

went.

V.

Upon the wev is weltring to and fro ,

So infortunate was we that 5 fremyt day,
That maug re plainly

‘

quethir we wold or no,

Wt {trong hand by forfe fchortly to fay,
Of inymyifs taken and led away,

‘

We weren all, and bro
t in tha1re contree

,

c Fortune it fchupe non othir way1s to be.

z Purvait.] Prov ided.

a Sam?7 067: to baroque ] Saint John be
“

your protector,

or cautioner. BMWfig nifies
‘

a pledg e .
- It appears to have

been an ordinary benediction.

6 Fremyt dayJ Strang e, adverfe day;

c Fortune it/Ebupej Fortune ihaped, of cut out.



is T HE KING ’ S . (wa ne.

VI.

d Q 1hare as in {trayte ward, and in liro
'

ng prifon,
So fere forth ofmy lyf the b

'

evy lyne,

WFout

4 Our author here may be thoug ht to ufe his poetical li

ccnfe, in exag g erating the firiétnefs of h 1s confinement du
ring his capt1V 1ty in E ng land.

’

The following mandate: of

Henry IV . and V . concerning 7 a77zef
’
r confinement, fufli

'

cie
'

nt

ly v indicate the King of Sco ts’ complaint onthat head

Holling fhed
‘

fays, that, on James
’
s being captured on the

coaltof Eng land, he and h is attendants (the E arl of Oi
'kney

and others) were fent prifoners. to the Tower of London.

After th is we hav e the followi ng orders, concernmg h is

confinement, from Rymer
’
r Feeder-a

”
:

Rex Confi abulario Tarris fuae Londoniae . salutem.

’

Mandamus vob is quod'

f/ium Reg if Scotiae,
et Grzjfinum ap Gleadoréy, in Turri praediéta fub coftbdia v e

li ra exiftentes, d
l

il
’

eéto et fidel i noitro, R icardo Domino de ’

G rey deliberetis, ufque caflrumNattiag amiae duceadof , ibidem
'

quoufque al iud pro ipforum deliberatione duxerimus deman
dandum cu ltodi endos.

Telte Reg e apu
‘

dWeitmonafierium dec imo die Junu
1407 .

Per ipfuin Reg ent.

Rymer, tom:8; p. 484;

On the accefiion ofK. Henry V. to the throne; we have
the following order

Henricus,



C A N T Z O
‘

II. . 7 1

Henricus, D ei g
'

ratia,‘&c. Conftabulario Tutt is fuao

Londoniae; Salutem.

Mandamus vob is, quod j aaoéum Reg e”: Seatiae, Mor
dokComitemde Fife, etW illielmum D oug las de D alketh, et

W illielmumG ifi
'

ard Armig erum, ab eo qui ipfos v obis ex

parte noftra liberav it, recip iatis, et ipfos, in Turrz
‘

praea
’
z
‘

t
’ia

[alv é etficure
’

, quoufque al iud a nob is inde
'

habueritis, in man

datis culiodiri faciatis.

Tefie meipfo apnd Welimonafierium v ig . 1mo die

Martii Anno reg m 1 1110 141 3 4.
- Rymer, tom. 9. p.

2 .

1. Henricus Rex, cultodi Turns nofirae Londoniae. Salu

J

Mandamus vob is, quod Reg em Scotiae, etMag iitrum de

Fitz de Scotia, in Turri praediéta, fub cultodia v efira, de

mandate nol
’
tro detentos, Conitabulario caftri noltri de Wy a

a
'

e/é re, ib idem line dilatione, lib eretis, in cafiro pracdiétofal~

v 5 etfecure
’

, quoufque pro corum deliberatione al iter duxeri.

mus,
i

ordinandurn cufiodiendos.

“
‘
Telte Reg e apudW efimonafieri

’

um tert io die Aug u .

{ti - Rymer, tom. 9. p.

King Henry , from his accefiion to the throne , had medi.

tated h 1s 1nvafion of France, wh ich he according ly pué m ex

ecution in Ang uli 14 15, wh ile King James was prifoner at
W indfor. Henry law th e advantag e of hav ing James 111 h is

hands, as a pledg e for prev enting the Scottiih Reg ent from
making incurfions on the borderwh ile he was in France. In

th is v iew, the confinement of the Scottifh Prince wouldno

doubt be the clofer,during Henry
’
s abfence in h is firft exp

‘

e c

dition to France ;
’

and, probably, it was at th is period, that,

p
n v iewing the beautiful Jane, in the g arden under the cattle

of



TH E. K iNG ’ s
‘ QU A I R .

W tout confort in forowe
,
abandonne

The 6’ fecund filtere , lnk it hath to tuyne,
Nere,

‘

by the
l

fpace of z eris .

‘

twice nyne ,
’

Till Jupiterh1s merc i lift advert,
And fend confort in relefche ofmy fmert.

1

VII.

Quhare
“

as inward full oft Iwold b ewaille

My dedely lyf, full of peyne and penance ,

Saing ryt thus, f quhat have I g ilt to faille ,

My fredome ln this Warld and my

.

plefance ?

Senevery wig ht has thereof fuffifance ,
That I behold, and I a creature

Put from all this, hard is myn aventure ?

VIII.

The b ird, the b eli e , the fifch ek
‘

e in the fee
,

They lyve in fredome ev erich in his kynd;

ofWindfor, he firlt became enamouredwith her. . We may

thus fix the aera of th e commencement of th is poem, wh ich
it is probab le was written at different times, and often 1nter

rupted, as no doubt h is amour and courtfhip was , by h is be

mg carri ed to France byKing Henry, in l

h is fecond and th ird
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74 TH E K ING
’
s . QU A I R .

By the come I toJoye outof turment,

Botnowto purpofe ofmy firfl: entent
5
.

Bewailling in my chamber thus allone ,

D efpeired of all joye and remedye

For- tirit ofmy thot and wo -b eg one ,

And
'

to
"

thewyndow g an Iwalk
'

in hye,

To fee the zw
'

rarld and folkyt wentforbye ,

As for the tyme thoug h I ofmirthis fud
'

e

l VIy
t have 110 more, to luke it didme g lide.

X II.

Now was there maid fail by the Toun s wall

A g ardyn faire , and 1n 1he corneris fet
,

1Ane herb ere g rene , W i th wandis long and

Railit about, and lo wt tre is fet

o o I s 0
J o

1 A fine apoftrophe 1n pra ife of early morning exermfe

l Heréerej Fromiferharium- a g arden
-

plotfetwith plants
and flowers

—a g rov e with an arbour, railedfwitli trel l is
,

Work, and clofe fet aboutwith trees. We have here a fketch

pf the mode or tafte 111 g ardening 1n the remote ag e ofHen-
g

ry V . inE ng land. Th e royal G arden, under the caftle wall;

pfW indfor, was laid out in flower -

plots and alleys, or walks

with arbours of lattice or trell is work at th e ends or comers

pf the wa lks tha wh
'

ole furroundedwith hawthorn h edg es



T ~

'

C A
'

N T O ' II. 525
i

Was all the place , and hawthorn heg i s knet,

That lyfwas nonWalkyng there forbye ,

That my
t
'

wtin fcarce any wig ht afpye.

X III,

So thick the beuis and the leves g rene

Befchadit all the allyes yt there were,
And myddis every herbere my

t be
‘

fene

The fcharp g renefuete jenepere ,

G rowing fo fair wt branchis here and there,

That, a s
”

it fe
‘

myt to a lyfw
tout,

The bewis fpred the herb ere all about.

X IV.

And on the {mall g rene twiftis fat

The lytil fuete nyg hting ale , and {b ug
So loud and clere, the

7”
ympnis confecrat

Of luv is ufe , now foft now lowd among ,

That all the g ardynis and the wallis rong
Ry

t
of thaire fong , and on the copill next

Of thaire fuete
‘

armony, and lo the text.

m Tmpnir. Hymns confecrated to Love.
- Ch. G .

i

D .

17 And on thy copi/l next. Th is feems to b e obfcii rer—May

it not be, “ Anon theycoplll or pa1r tog eth er, and j oin in.

fweetharmony, and lo the text or burden of their long



76 T H E K ING ’
e tQ

’

U A I R .

l

Cantu; X V.

worfchipbe
“

z e

‘

yt loveris bene this May,

For of z ourb lifs the 0 kalendis are beg onne ,

And fing w
t us, away winter away,

Come fomer come, the Tuete fefon and foune,

Awake , for fch
‘

a
'

rne y
t have p z our hevynis wonne

’

,

And amouroufly lift up z our hedi s all,
‘

Thank lufe ’

y
t lift z ou to

- his merci call,

X VI.

Quhen thai this fong had fong a 9 littil
’

thraWe,

Thai itent a .quh ile, and therew
t unafraid;

As Ibeheld, and keftmyn eyen
r a lawe ,

From
‘

beug h to b eug h,
‘

th
'

ay hippit and thai plaid,
And frefchly in thair b irdis kynd araid,

1

Thaire fatheris new,and f fret thame in thefonne ,
And thah‘ltit

'

lufe , yt
‘

had thair fmaidswonne .

o Kalezzdn ] , The beg inning of your blifs,May , the month
of lov e.

p Z our 54301725: wanna ] Y e that hav e attained your hig h

eft blifs, by winning yourmates - Lsee the 1511 l ine of the

g A- Iyti/l lbw/twee] A fhort fpac ef.

r Kqfl fizyrz gym 4 [mm ] Caftm ine eyes befow.

r E jetMama ], ‘

Raifed or fpread them inthefun. Thu?

fi atmark, or raifed
’

work.

13 7 643 771411413] Theirmate
'

s}



XVII.

This was the plane dirie of thair
‘

e note,

And thereWt all unto myfelf I thot,

u

Q i bar lufe 18this, that makis birdis dote .

P

Quhat maythis b e , how cummyth it of oug ht

(what nedith it to be fo dere yboug ht
It is nothing , trowe I, bot x feynit chere , .

J And that one lift to counterfeten chere.

XVIII.

Eft wold I think, 0 Lord, qubat may this be ?

That lufe is of fo
l

nob le my
t and kynde ,

Luting his folk, andfuich profperitee

Is it of him,
as we in buki s fynd,

Mayhe oure herti
’

s fetten and u
'

nbynd

Hath he upon our bertis fuich maifirye

Or all th is is
'

bot feynit fantafye ?

a Wat lag/2
”if Mil ] What lov e can th is be

x Feym
’

t 066m ] Fe ig ned mirth or chearfulnefs.

J; Am! Mat one lfi . The feni
'

e here rs obfcure.

there may b e an error in the Word one lfi , m place ofme If},

which l iftme, or incl ines me to think 1t may be only counter

feited cbere, or mirtb.

The King
’
s confinement, one would thihk, mutthave been

v ery firiét, and lfi s time'wholly reng r
'

ofi
’

ed by fiudy, thatr be a

fore thi s, he had never felt the flame of love.



78
'

'

TH E K ING ’
S QUA I R.

X IX .

For g ifi
’

he be of [0 g rete ex cellence ,

That he of everyWig ht hath cure and charg e ,

t at have 1 g ilt-
”
to him, or doon oflenfe

That 11am z

'

thral l, and birdi s g one at larg e,

Sen him to ferve he my
t fet my corag e,

And, g if he
'

be not fo , than may I
'

feyne

t atmakis folk to j ang ill of him in veyne ?

XX .

Can Inot ellis fynd bot g ifl
'

y
’fl he

Be lord, and, as a g od, may lyve and reg n
‘

e,

To bynd, and loufe , andmaken thrallis free,
Than wold I pray his b lifsful g race benig ne ,

a To hab le me unto h is ferv ice dig ne ,
And evermore for to b e one

‘

of tho

“Him trewly for to ferve inwele aridwo.

And therewt keft I' doun myn eye ag eyne,

Quhare as I fawwalkyng underthe Toure,



C .A N“

T . O II.

Full fecretely, new
'

cumyn hir
Wto pleyne,

The fairefl:or the frefcheft z oung floure

That ever I fawe , methot, before that houre ,

For quhich fodayne
C abate, anon‘7 afiert,

The b ludeof all my body to my hert.

XX II.

And thoug h I {tood abaifit tho a lyte,

No wonder was for quhy
'

?my wi ttis all

Were fo ouercome wt. plefance and delyte,

Only throug h latting ofmyn eyen fall,

That fudaynly
’my hert become hir thrall,

For ev er of free wyll, for of
e manace

There was no takyn inhir fuete face.

X XIII.

b Cur/9
17:Air to playm a] Coming forth to

‘

make her morn

ing oraifons. To pray, petition , plaYn, or complain; are

ufed in th e fame ‘

fenfe. Thus G . D oug las, Prol.
'

JEneid

The lark defc
‘

endisfrom the {kyis h i
'

cht,

Sing and h ir complene fang aftii
' hir g iie,

1:805141 526 d éd ienI
' suddenly I

‘wase
'

andbvén, and deleét-z

ed. Fromthe Fr.

’

abéarazL fl bafi ,

'
in the

‘

hexrnanz a, is t ie.

til fl noii afie’ri‘J
r

{And
“

then or immediately ilarted the

whole blood ofmy body tomy heart.
or qf

‘

yhanacej For, of
J forb 1dd1ng pride Or haug htiq

»

nefs-L Shie had noth ing 1311 herTweet counteneate.—Mdnm,
orminaw, from theLat. minare.



ea TH E K ING ’
S QU A I R .

1111111 ,

And in my hede I drew ry
t hafiily,

And eft fones I lent it out ag eyne ,

And faw h ir walk that v erraywomanly,
W ith no wig ht mo, bot only women tueyne,

Than e

g an I findye in myfelf and feyne,

Ah ! fuete are z e a warldly
'

creature,

Or hev ing lythmg ln likene lIe of nature P

XXIV .

Or at z e g od
‘

Cupidis owm princélTé ?

And cumyn are to loufe me
‘

out ofband,

f In the Prince
’
s fituation, v iewing from h i s wmdow, in

the Tower ofW indfor, the b eautiful Jane walking below 1n

th e palace -

g arden, h e could nb t with propriety hav e g iv en a

minute defcription of
‘her features but it will b e difficult for

imag ination to form a more lov ely idea of b eauty than what

our. poet has drawn , under the fig urativ e defcription of

The fairelt and the frefcheft young floure

That ev er I faw.
—3

A p icture exprefli v e of beauty , health , and blooming youth !

s—With more propriety h e, defcribes the
'

fweetnefs
‘

of h er .

countenance, refulting from a V iew of the whole, without

the lcail; exprefiion of pr ide or haug htinefs, and th e fudden

pafii
’

on with which h er beauty infpired h im.

‘

Her

'

g olden

locks, and white enamelled neck, with her head- drefs, at

,tire , v and ornaments, are particularly and .molt poetically
(painted in the following 2 7th, 28th, 29th, and 3oth flan-1
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’
S R .

Unknawin how or to done ,

So ferre I fallying into lufis da
'

nce
,

’

That fodeynly mywit, my contenance ,
My hert, my will, my nature , andmymynd,
Was chang it clene ry

t inmeother kind:

Of hir array the form g if Ifal write;
Toward her g oldin haire , and rich atyre

5 In fretwife couchit wt perlis quhite ,
”

And g rete .

’z b alas lemyng as the fyre
'

,

W t mony ane emerant and faire faphire ,
1 And on hir bede a chaplet frefch of hewe

OPplumys part1t rede; and quhite , and blewe .

XXVIII

i l nfi etw gfi couchit ] Hid or couch it w ith fretwork of

pearls. t

k Grete balm lemyrzg a: hie fi red Precious Ilones, fpark

l ing as fire. is fo cal led from th e place whence th is

{l one 1s broug ht, called Balafi a in India, fituated to the north

of Beng al. Urry
’
s G loff. on Chaucer.

No faph ire of Inde ,
’

no rub ie r ich of price,
"

Nor
'

emerand fo g rene ,
”

nor Bal m.”
CH: Pakz

’

ce of -Love.
‘

z And on her hede a chaplet frefche of hewe ,

Of plfimys
t

partit rede ,
’

and quhite, and blewe,

Full of
‘

cluaking fpang is brig ht as g old.

”

It is pleafant to obferv e h ere the fimilarity of the
,
Princefs

Jane’s
‘

head—drefs to themode at prefent ufed by our modern

ladies,



,
C A N

,
T ' O s

XXVIII;

Full of quaking fpang is bryt as g old;
Forg it of fchap like to the 771 amorettis,

80 new,
fo frefch, fo pleafantto behold,

The plumys eke like to the flour
'

e Jonettl s;

’And other of fchap, like to the floure
i

jonettis ;

And, above all this, there was , wele Iwote ,
Beautee eneuch'

to mak aworld to dote

XXIX ;

About hir neck, quhite
'

as the 0 fy
'

fe amaille;
A g udelie cheyne of fmall or

'

fe
'

verye,

ladies, in adorning the i r /heads with flowers, plumes of v a »

t ions colours, fpang lé s; and j ewels fet in fhapes of flowers.
‘

m Forg it of f/value lz ée to 1716 amorettin ] Made in the form

of a lov e -knot Or g arland.
—Thus

,
Chaucer

’
s defcription of

Cup id, in the Romaunt of the Rofe

Th is G od
‘

of Lov e of his fafcion

Not
‘

yclad in {ilkwas he,

But all in flouris and flourettis;

Y painted al l with amorettis.”

71 L ike to What -

flower our

‘

poe
'

t h ere

alludes to I do not know : By h is repeating it, he
’

feeins to

b e fond o£ the name perhaps the j onqw
'

l, aMay flovVer. Or

he mig ht hav e dubbed fome flower, then worn by h er, w ith
the name j anetta , in honour of his miltrefs theLady Jane.

0 Her neck g abtte a: t/yefi re ama ile. I fufpeét the laft two ~

”

words to be erroneoufly

i

tranfcribed. The orig inal probably
is, “ Qg h ite as the fayre anamai/l, or enamel].

p A cbeyize of f/fl ail”orfeverye J A chain of g oldwork



84 TH E K INo ’
s

» QUA I R .

Q ihare by there hang
'

a ruby,q wtout faille
Like to ane .h

'

ert fchapin verily,

That, as a fperk of r lowe fo wantonly

Semyt birnyng upon hir quhite throte , 1

”

Nowg if there was g ud pertye , G od it wote.

XXX;

And for to walk that frefché Mayesmorowe,
Ane huke ih e had uponher tiffew quhite,

That g udeliare had not bene fene to forowe,

As I fuppofe , and g irt fche was alyte ;
Thus halflyng lowfe for hafte , tofuich delyte ,
It was to fee .

her z outh in g udelihed,

That for rudenes to
'

fpeke thereof I drede .

XXXI.

In hir was z ourh, beautee , wt humble aport,

Bountee, richefie , and womanly faiture ,

q {I rubie W ithout flaw.

r A; a /jbarf of lafwe.) Brig ht as a fpark of fire, feem
’
d.

burning upon her wh ite nede.—A beautiful fimil ie l:

r Tbur bawng loo/2.1 This defcription of h is mii’trefs, in

h er lo
'
ofe morning att ire , her robe faftened with a hook or

clafp, in a neg l ig ent mode, and halflyn loofe, ,
wh 1ch g ave

her lov er (unfeen)the pleafure of fpying fome h idden beau

ties, wh ich the poet with g reat del icacy only h ints at, is fiw

ly andmodef
’dy exp i efl

'

ed.



“

e x- i it .

God better wote than my. pen can report,

Wifdome, larg elIe eftate , and conyng fure

In every point, fo g uydit hir mefure,

In word, indede , in fchap, in contenance ,

That nature
'

rny
tno more hir childe auance f,

XXXII.

I As no doubt our poet mul
’
t hav e feen, and had in h is

eye, Chaucer
’
s Court of Love, when he wrote his own poem,

for the enterta inment of the reader, and by way of compari
fon with our poet

’
s defcription of h is miltrefs, in the foreg o

ing fianz as, I {hal l tranfcribe , from Chaucer
’
s Court of

Love, th e d
‘

efcription wh ich h e there g 1y es of the beauty of

h is mil’trefs Rofiall

W ith in ane herb er and a g ardein faire,
Where flowris g rowe, and herbis vertuous,

Ofwh ich the favour fweet was, and the eire

Th ere was Kohall , womanl y to fe,

Whofe firemis fotill perfyng of her eye
'

:

Mine hert g an thrill forxbeautie in the Itounde,
Alas quoth I, Who has me g yv e th is wound Z

If I {hall all fully her defcriv e,

Her bed was rounde, by compas of nature ,

Her here was g olde {he pafii t all onl iv e,
sAnd l illie forehede had th is cr

c

eature,

W ith l iv elilh b
'

rowis, flawe of colour pure,
Betwene th e wh ich was mene dill

'

ev ei‘aunce
'

From ev ery browe, to fhewin a diltaunce .

1

Her nofé direétid

i

ltreig ht and even as l ine,
With fam e and {hape thereto convenient,



86 TH E K ING ’
S q u a rk ,

X X XH
'

.
1

Throwquhich anon I knew ahd underflu
'

dé
’

W ele y
t fche was a wardly creature ,

I
l l
at

In wh ich the g odismilk-wh ite path doth fliine,
And eke h er eyen ben brig ht and orient,

As is th e Smamg aa
’
e unto my judg ement,

Q r yet thefe llerris h ev enly fmall and brig ht,
3 1

H er v ifag e is of lov elyred andwh ite .

‘

Her mouthe is fbort, and fhutte, in l itil fpace

Flamyng fomedele, not ov er rid I mene
’

,

W ith preg naunt l ips, and thick to ’

kifs percace,

For lipp is th in, not fat, but ov ir lene,
They ferv e of naug ht, they b e not worth a bene

For if the bafe 1 ben full, there i s delite,

Maximian truly thus doth he Write

Smarag a
’

wJ .

‘
An emerald—E yes of emerald,or g reen

colour, cannot b e b eautiful . Chaucer meant only to com

pare his miftrefs
’
s eyes in brig htnefs to t h e orient emeraldl

The fimilie, howev er, is not Well chofen

1 Bar/é , th e kifs fromMammianus’s Bag/fa Pla za be”, or

lze, full .—Chaucer, in the whole of th is defcription, is not

over del icate. In th is laft of hi s miltrezfs
’
s
z
kifiing l ips, he

had 1n v iew, as he tells us, th e { hit E leg y ofMaximianus

Flammea dilexi, modicumque tumentia labra

Chi ne mihi g uftanti, Ba fia plena darent.

The Flammea labw modicum tumerztz
’

a ofNanm ian are but

coarfely turned into the preg nant, thick, fat l ips
‘

ofChaucer’s
‘fnillrefs.



On quhom to redmyneye, fo
'mich g ude

It didmywofiill allure

But, to my purpofe, I faie as wh ite as (now 1

Ben all her/teeth , and in order they fiande

p f one fiature , and eke her breth I trowe

Surmounteth allodours that er I founde
In fuetenefs and h er body,face, .and honde

v

Unto th e fote ,
’

all is but

I hold my peace,
'

ot
'

otherthing sh
i
dde

Here foule, andnotmy
l

t

'

ong , bewraie
But how ,{he was arraied, z if

'

l

ye
u

me bidae,

That {hall 1well difcov ir you and faie,

A bend of g old and filk full frefchc and g aie,
W ith h ir intrefle ybrouderit full wele,
R ig ht fmothly kept, and t 1n1

'

ng ev ery dele:
I

About her neck a flower of frefche dev ife,
W ith rubies

'

fet, that lnll ie were to fene,

And {he in g ou
'

ne was lig ht and fommer wife ,
Shap in full wele, th e colour was of g rene,

With aureat fent about her fidis elene,

W ith ' div ers {toms precious and r iche ;
Thus was {he raied, yet fawe I ne

’
er her l iche.

The
l

modefl:awful pafiion of, th e ROyal , poet differs as

much from Chaucer’s,‘as the del icate ideal fig ure 'of his mi:

arars Jane dbes from the buxom Rofial .

Th e reader,b yk omparing C hauc
’

er
’
s Cohrt of Lovew ith

King James
’
s Epjfode on the fame fubj efi , in the following



as TH E KING ’
S Q U A I RH

That it
'

was to me joye wtoutmefure,
And, at the lafi , my luke unto the bevin

I threwe furthwith, and fai
‘

d thir verlis fevin

XX XIII.

0 Venus clere ! of g oddis fiellifyit,
To quhom I Z elde homag e '

andfacrifife,

Fro this day '

forth z our g race be mag nifyit

That me refi
'

auit
‘

have ‘ in fuch wife ,

To lyve under z our law and fo feruife ;

Now helpme furth, and for
'

z our merci lede

My hert to red, yt. deis nere for di ede.

XX XIV.

Q 1hen t g ude entent this orifon

Thus endirhad, I Ilynt a lytill flound,
’

And eftmyn eye full pitoufly adoun

1 kelt, b ehalding unto hir lytill hound,

Thatwt his b ellis
fi playit on the g round,

Thanwold I fay, and fig h therv a lyte,

Ah ! wele were hint y
t
now were in thy

8
plyte !

X X XV .

Canto; wh ich is quite
'

orig mal , will find the votaries of

V enus,
‘

1n the lafi, are altog ether d1fi
'

erent perfonag es from

thofe of Chaucer. u 1

a In plaza ] Plat, accdrding to Chaucer, is a wreath

or‘
collaira—Z“ Happy‘he l

’i cries
‘

our poet, , i
f that wears the.

q chains of fuch a mili tefs 2”
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TH E

T hat to thy filter trewe and innocent,
(

W as kythit by hir bufba
-md falfe .and fe ll,

Ffor quhois g ilt, as it isworthy well,
Chide thir hufbandis yt are faife , I fay,
And bid them mend in the z XX deuil way.

XXX VIII.

O lytil l wreich, allace l
)

mail’t thou not fe

Q iho comyth z ond?Is it now tyme to a wring ?

Q ihat fory tho
t is fallin upon the

‘

l

Opyn thy throte ;
b hallow no leftto fing

Allace Ten thou of refon ha
’

d C felyng ,

Now,
fwete b ird fay ones to me 61

pepe ,

I dee for
,

wo me think thou g ynis flepe. 1

XXXIX .

Haftow no myndeof lufe
P 6

‘

quhare is thy make ?

Or artow feke, or

f

frn
'

yt w
t jelousye ?

Or

z XX Dua l army ] The fenfe h ere is obfcure. Perhaps

it means thus Bid fach cruel hufbands m end or repent,

by mourning twenty fold for the ir er1mes.
” From the

a
“
To wring } To g ri eve , or be dull andmelanbholy .

‘bi
'

HcyEo‘w no lqfiJ Hail: thou no defire
,
or incl ination to

c

”
Hadfi lyng j Senfe, or feel ing .

c Q ubare if tbj malt/a ] Thyinate, ormarrbw.



i

'

c
’

a fn T o
’ ‘

11.

Or i s fche dede , or hath fche
’

theforfake1?

t at is
i

the caufe
‘

of thymelancolye,

That thou
'

n
‘

o more lift maken melodye

Slug g art, for fchame ! lo here thy g olden houre

That worth were hale all thy lyvi s laboure.

X L. 1

G if thou fuld fing wele ever in thy lyve ,

Here IS
,
m f fay, the time , and eke the fpace z

'

Q 1hat g woltow than?Sum b irdmay cum and firyve

In fong w
t the , the maiflry to purchase .

S uld thou than celIe
,
it were g reat fchame allace ,

And here to b wyn g ree happily for ever 5
Here is the tyme to fyng , or ellis never.

X LI,

I thot eke thus
i

g if I myhandis clap ,
Or g if I call , thanWill fche fle e away

And, g ifi hald niy
’

pe
'

s, thanwill fche
'

nap

And, g if I crye , fche wate not quhat I fay
Thus qubat i s heft, wateI not b e this day,

g Wizat ring/20m ] Whatwit’ l’c, wotelt, or knowel
'

t thou ?
‘

I) Tomy”g reen] To win the g ree, or v ictory—Th is is a

Scottifh phrafe, il ill ufed with us, ofwh ichmany occur

'

in
‘

th is poem. g d



93 TH E K ING ’
S
?QU A I R .

Bot
’

b lawe wynd, b lawe, and do the leuis fchake,
‘

That fum tuig may wag y and make hir to wake .

W ith that anon ryt fche toke up a fang ,

Q i hare com anon mo birdis and alig ht ;
Bot than to here the mirth wastham amang ,
i Ouer that re fee th e [h ate ficht

Of hyr ymag e, my fpirit was fo lig ht,
Methot I flawe for joye w

tom area:

5 Soweremywittis
‘

bound inall to feft.

XLIII.

And to the nottis of the philomene ,
,Q 1hilkis fche fang the di tee there I maid

‘

D ireét to h1r y
t was my hettis quene ,

W ithoutin quhom no fong is may me g lade,

'And to that fanét walking inthe 'fchade ,

1My hedis - thus
‘

with humb le hert entere ,
D euotly

t

I faid c a this’ manerea

XLIV.

z
‘

Ouer ma th] Moreov er, to fee the fweet fig ht of his mi
firefs

’
s imag e .

So were allmy wits or fenfes feal'ted.

M bgdiJJ I devoutly faidmy prayers, hrpater-”Mar.
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~

And Wt a voce faid, W ell is vs b eg one,

That with our makis are tog ider here

W e 775
proyne and play w

tout clout and dang ere ,

All clothit in a foytefull frefch and newe ,

In lufli s ferv ice b efy,
°

g lad, and trewe .

XLVI.

And z e frefch May, ay mercifull to bridis,

Now welcum b e , z é floure of
‘monethis all ,

Ffor not onely z our g race upon us bydis,

Bot all the warld to w1tnes this we call,

That {trowit hath fo plainly ov er all
,

W t new frefch fuete and tender g rene ,

Our lyf, our”luft,our g ovefnoure, our queue.

XLVII.

This was their fang , as femytme full heye ,
W t full mony uncouth fwetenote and fchill,

And therewt all that faire p ard hir eye

W old caftamang , as it was G Oddl S will,

Q Jhare1 inig ht fe , ftanding alone fan11111,
The faire faiture y

t nature , for maiflrye,

In hir vifag e wro
t had full lufing ly.

XLVIII.

mWe proyrzc ] Or prunye ; prune, trim, or deck out our

felves. —From the Fr. brum
‘

r, to burnifh or polifh. G . I).

71 Our [lg/L]
‘D efire. kid



C A
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XLVIII.

And, quheh fche walkit, had a lytill thrawe

Under the fuete g rene b ewiS
'bent,

‘

Hir faire frefch face, as, quhite as any fnawe,
Sche turnyt has, and furth her wayis went ;

Bot tho b eg an myn
0 ams and turment,

To fene hir part, and folowe I na my
t
,

Methot the day was turnyt
‘

into ny
t
.

XLIX

Than faid I thus, Q iharto lyveI lang er?

W ofulleftwicht, and fubjeét unto peyne

Of peyne ?no G odwote z e
‘

,

‘

for thay no ftrang er

May wirken ony wig ht, I dare wele . feyne.

Howmay th is b e , yt deth and lyf both tueyne?

Sall bothe atonis, m a creature

Tog idder dwell, and turment th is nature

Imay not ellis done , bot wep
’

e and waile .

W ithin th ir caldwal
r

lis
fl

thus Pylokin

a [Wyn axir.J My fever.—Axi.r 15 {till ufed by the country

people 1n Scotland for the ag ue, or trembling fev er

1: 2702131 ] Locked up with in his prifon walls. k
1



96
‘

TH E
’

K IN G
’
S

'

QUA I R .

From hensfurth my rell is my t
’

ravaile

My -drye thirftwith teris fall I flokin,
And on my felfbene all my

'

harmys wrokin :

Thus 9bute is none ; bot Venus, Qfhir g race,

W ill fchape remedese r domy fpirit r
pace .

LI.

As Tantalus I travaile , ay buteles
That ever ylike hailith at the well

W ater to draw,
wt buket bottemlefs,

And may not fpede, quhois penance is ane

So by myfelf this tale Imay well telle ,

For unto hir yt herith not I pleyne,

Thus like to himmy travaile 13 in veyne .

LII.

So fore thus fig hit I
'wt myfelf allone,

Thatturnyt is my fireng th in febilnefi
‘

e,

My
(

wele in wo , my frendis all in fone ,

My lyf in deth, my lyi into dirknefs,
My hope m feere , in dout my fekirneffe

Sen febe is g oiie , and G odmotehir conuoye,‘
That me may g yde froturment and to joye .

g Bate a ma] Help or remedy there i s none
r B omy /pirit para ] Bring peace to, or calmmy fpirrtsa
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- TH E

‘

KING ’
s QUA I R.

I laid, and lenit, amaifit verily !

Half-fleping and half- fuoun, in
'

fuch a wife,
And qubat I met I will z ou now

a rki fo with forrow
f‘ That to the cold {tone my hede on wrye

I laid and leanit amaz ed v erily}
5 ‘ Half fleeping and half infwoon.

”

Amodern fentimental poet would, with a g reat deal

metaphyfi
'

cal wit, hav e laboured, perhap s, throug h fifty l ines,
in defcribing the Prince

’
s fituation on th is occa fion.



T H E

K I N G
’
S Q U

Pool is tranfiiortod to the of Love.

I.

ETHO T
y
t thus all fodeynl

'

y a lyt,

In at thewyndow come quhare at I lent,

Of quhich the chamb ere wyndow fchone
’

full bry
t
,

And all my
‘

body fo it hath ouerwent,

That ofmy ficht the v ertew hale
3“I

q

blent,

And that wt all a voce unto me faid
,

I bring the comfort and hele , b e not affraydes

II.

And furth anon it
'

palli t fodeynly,

Q 1here it come in, the ry
t
v

‘

Vay ag eyne,

f

x III] flow-bale 1 olm ] Or 2”olm! 3 daz z led with the

fig hts



t oo T H E K ING ’
S

“

QUAI R .

And fone metho t furth at the dure in J’ hye

I went my weye ,
Z was nathing me ag eyne ,

And
‘

hafl ily, by bothe the armes tueyne ,

I was araifit up into the aire ,
a Clippit in a cloude of cryitall clere and faire .

Afcending p ard ay fro fpere to fpere ,

Throug h aire and watere and
'

the hote fyre ,

Till yt I come vuto the circle clére
,

Off 5 fig nifere quhare fair bryt. and 0 fchere,d

The fig ms fchone , and inthe g lad empire

Off ,
b lifsful “Venus ane cryit now

fudaynly, ‘

almoft 11will not how.

Off quhichd he place , quhen I com there

W as all methof: of chriflal {tonis wré t,

y [72 b en] Inhalte.

z Wai fl at/Bing ,

mo ag oy fl a J Noth ing oppofing me.

a Clzppit i zz
u

a cloud ] Embraced, furrounded, held

From the A. Saxon clyppafl .

Sigmifi roj The Z odiac, or C ircle of the twelv e fig ns.

0 Br}! and/cob
r
a ] Burning

~brig ht. G . D . p. 2 76
1

. l . 43 .
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T H E K ING ’
S QU A I R .

VI.

The quhois aventure and g rete laboure

Abone their hedis writen ther
’

el fand,

This is to feyne martri s , and confeffoure ,

ECh in his Rag e , and his make in his hand ;
And therewt all thir peple faweI ftand,
W fl mony a folempt contenance ,

1

After as lufe thame lykit to auance.

1

VII.

Off g ude folkis y
t faire in lufe b efe ll,

There
'

faw I fitt in order by thame one

W t bea'z
'

r bore, and w
t thame flude g ude will

To talk and play, and after that anon

Befyde

'

thame
,
and nex t there faw I g one

Garag e, amang the frefche folkis z ong ,
And wt thame playit full merily, and fong .

nation, the devotees to lov e, whofe {tories are recorded in di
v erfe books

§VI. E ach of whom has his make or miftrefs in h is

hand
,
and the ir Rory written above the ir heads.

3SV II. In the firlt olafs or g roupe are thofe who were

fuccefsful in love. Prudence, with his hoary head, accom

panics them, and Borrow/moo and Courag e join in chearful

fong with them.



C A N T O u 1 03

VIII.

And in ane other Rag e, endlong the
‘

wall,

There faw I Hand in capis wyde and lang

A full g rete nowmer, but thaire hudi s all

W ilt I not why, atoure thair eyen hang ,
And ay to thame come R epentance amang ,

And maid thame chere deg yfit in his rwede ,

Anddownward efter that z it I tuke hede .

IX ,

Ry l Ou
i

er thwert the chamb er was there dra
'
we

A trev efi
‘

g thin and quhite, all Of plefance ,

5?VIII. Falfe devotees to lov e, W l th capsor hoods ov er

the ir eyes. Th efe were hypocrites , who, under the cloak of

relig ion, as is further explained 1n X V . and X VI. priv ate

ly carried on the ir amours . R epentance accompanies them.

Th e fanaimonious lecher IS pa inted with g reat humour by
a modern poet

Ful l oft by holy feet our g round was trod,

Of clerks g reat plenty h ere you mote ei
'

py ;

A l ittle round, fat,oily man of G od,

Was one I ch iefly markt among th e fry

He had a rog uiih twinkl e in h is eye ,
And (home all g lifiéning with

'

ung odly dew ;

If a tig ht damfel chahe
’d to trippen by ,

Wh ich, when obferv ’d, he fhrunk into
-

his mew,

And firait would recollect h is p iety anew.



4 104, T H E K ING ’
S QUA I R .

The quhichb ehynd fianding th ere , I fawe

A warld of
‘

fo lk, and ~ by thaire contenance

,Thair
“

hertis femyt full ofdifplefance

W t b illis 1n thaire handis of”one ae nt
,

Vnto the Judg e thaire playntis to prefenta

And there wtall apperit
“

vnto
‘me

A voce, and faid, Tak
‘hede; man, and b ehold

Z onder there thou fe is the hieit fiag e and g ree

Of ag it folk, wt hedis hore and olde ;

Z one were the folk yt .never chang e Wold
'

In lufe , but
“

trewly fervit himalway,

In every
‘

ag e , vnto thaire ending day.

For fro..the time yt thai coud1vnderfiand

The e x ercife of lufis craft
,
the cure

Was non on lyve y
t toke fo much

(

on hand

For lufis fake, no
‘

rlang er did endure

In

3?IX .
»A ‘

g roupe .of unfuccefsful lov ers with mournful
countenance s, holding t

in the ir hands .the ir ditties or com

plaints.—Travefle ,
is a ,partition. Here r it is a fplendid tran

fparent curtain.

5X. The hig heft rankof lov ers—thofe who, throug h
the whole of the ir liv es‘ were 1nvar1ab le and comi’tant in their

loves, and haz arded all m its fervice.
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1 06 THE KcINIG ’ S (111 1 1 1 11 .

XIII.

And efter thame downin
There

, as thou fe is, the z ong folkl s pleye

Lo
’

! thete were thay thatf in thaire 'myddill ag e,

Servandiswere to lufe in mony weye,

And div erfe ly happenit {1
6
01

'
t fdeye ,

S
k

urnforrowfplly ‘

for wanting of thaire makis,

And fum inlarmes fot [thaire ladyesd fakis

And other eke by other diue
'

rfe hlianhe ,
As happin folk all z e may fe

Sum for
‘

difpai-re, L
wtout r ecoverance ;

Sum tfor defyre , furmounting j haire deg ree ;

Sum for
i ‘

difpite , and other inmytee ;

Sum fonvnkyndnefs, iwtout a quhy ;
S um for to mock, and turn for j eloufye .

And efter th is, vpon z one Rag e doun,

Thoy
t thou

'

fe is fiandm capis wyde

Z one

33 X III.
‘

Thote of middle ag e, who were , uhfortu

nate in their lov es ; ‘f who died forrowtullyJ
’
. as the poet

k”I

e xprefl
'

es, for wanting the ir maki s ,
d
or were fla w in

.o L w -c IC J J L

battle 1n the irmifirefs’s caufe.



1d, A NaT
‘

0 : 107

Z one were quhilum folk of relig ion,
That from the warld thaire g ov ernance did hide ,

And frely ferv it lufe on every fyde p

In fecrete wt thaire bodyis and
,

tha1re g udis,
And 10 ! quhy fo, ,thai

1hing en doun thaire . hudis.~

X VI.

For thoh g h y
t thai were hardyat afi

‘

af,
‘

And did 111111 fervic
'

e
'

titihilum privély, f
'

211 as(
“
éwarldis' eye it

'

femytmy;
80 was thaire fervicehalf cowardly,

And for thay firft forfukeh im opynly
‘

,

And efte
i
rnhat thereof had repenting ,

Forfchame thaire hudis oure thaire eyentheybyng .

XVII

And fe is thou now z one multitude on ra t e ,

Standing behynd z one trav etIe of delyte ,

Sum b ene of thamehy
t haldin were full lawe,

And take by frendi s, nothing thay to wyte,
In z outh from lufe , into the cloifi ere quite ,
And for that caufe are cummyn recounfilit,

On thame to pleyne yt It) thame had beg ilit.
XVIII.

l

X V . and X VI. Thofe hypocrites al ready defcribed 1111 3
der V III.

X VII. Thofe “Who . in youth were by th e ir friends £ 13 »

g uefiered ifrom love and theworld, and forced by them into

cloificrs.



to? T H E
'

KIN G
’
S EQQ U AZ I R .

XVIII. :

And othir bene among is thame alfo,
That cummyn are to

i
cou

‘

rt on lufe to pleyne , 1

Forhe thair
/

bodyes had b eli ouit to ,

Q i hare bothe thaire hertes g ruch there ag eyne ,

For quhich in all thaire
f
dayes foth to feyne ,

Q i hen other lyv it in
xjoye and plefance ,

Thaire lyfwas not, bot care and repentance .

X IX .

And quhare
'

thaire herti s
.

g evin were andTet,

W ere copilt w
t other y

‘

t could hot accord ;

Thus were thai wrang ed yt did noforfet,

D eparting thame yt nev er wold difcord,

Off z ong ladies faire , and 1mony lord,

That
/

thus by maiftry
’we

'

re
‘

fro
r
th

i

aire chofe
‘

dryve ,

Full ready .were thaire -plfiyntis
'
1there

'

to g yve .

And other alfo I tawe rcompleynyng there
“Vpon fortune and h ir g rete variance,

That

§ X VIIL and X IX . Other complainants on
I
love, who

had, ,
befiowed the ir bodies, when . the 1r.h earts were

‘

otherwife

repentance.
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1 1T H1E KdNG ’

e Q u ai nt.

XXII.

An
‘

d wt the firfty
t'hedit is ‘

of g old 1 1

He fmytis toft,
‘

and thatthas‘

efyt ure ;
The fecundwaS e

o

'

f filvér, mony fold,“
W et s than the firIl , and harder aventure ;

The th ird of {l ele is fchotwtout recure

And onhis long z a
'

llowf lokkis fchene ,

A of lev is g rene.

being of youth and beauty; hav e
”

h it upon the v ery fame i .

dea, of covering him with g org eous wing s.

cc w ing s h e wore,I to Ifhade
a n

v
i l

H1s l ineaments div ine
-

3 the pair that clad
E ach {boulder broad; came m‘

antl ing onhis breath
W ith reg al ornament Th e middle pair

G irt l ike a {tarry z one h is wa ift ; and round

‘3 Skirted h is loins and th ig hs W 1th downy g old,

And colours dipt inh eav en : The third, his fe et
- I

‘“ Shadowed from e ither h eel with feather’dmail ,
. Sky tinétur

’
d g

'

rain . L ikeMaia’s {on heftood,
And fhook h isfplumes, that h eav enly frag rancefill

’d
‘

The c ircuit
,wide.

”

PAR .

’

Lo ST, 115. 5 .

3SXXII. f And en

[

nit
/
long z ai/aqv [otéif fcbeneJ Brig ht

yellow l ocks. In our old1 writing
u

s f th e form of the letter y
refemb les th e modern form of the l etter

_

.z That, howev er,

oug ht to be no g ood l

rea
'ton at

‘

th is day for adh et ing to the

names;



fl
,
C 1 1A~ N’ ‘

HI;

1 X X HL

And in a reti of compas,
i . i

D wou
‘

d

Not fuich fig his as bertis doith g manace

Bot fuich as dooth lufaris to b e g
lad

,

Fond I Venue vpon hir b ed, y
t had

a O » - k os

1 §f

A mantill g ait ouer hir. fchuldris quhiteI

Thus clothitwas the g oddefie of delyte .

XXIV .

“

etude at thé - dfire Fair eallzng
rhir

lirfchere,

That coude hisofli cé doo
‘

ri m conyng
“
wife,

”
u 1 1"

And Secretee~ hir thrifty chanibetere
,

"
r rr 1And othir moyt I cannot on av ite 1

1

And on 1111hede of rede
'

r
’

ofisffull fuete ,
“
5
"

A chapellet fche had, faire , frefch , andmete .

names, as there can b e no doubt that
_

our ance liors pronoun
-1 :u l Th

c ed thewords aid /lava}, z out/y, z it, as we now do yal/ofw, yout/B,
I

1

yet. Throug hout th is poem I have kept invariably by the

alarm or make the heart fig hs of



TH E KGN‘G ’
s Q ULM R.

W t quaking hert afionate of that fig ht,
5 Unethis will I, quhat yt I fuld feyne,

Bot at the laftfeb ily asImyt,
W t my handis on bothe my kneis tueyne ,

There I b eg outh iny
‘

can s to compleyne ,
W t ane humbIe and lamentable i chere
Thus falute I that g oddefs bryt and clerefi

XXVI.

Hye Q i ene ofLufe ! {terre of benevolence !

Pitoufe princeife,
"

and p lanet merc iab le !

Appefare ofmalice
u

and
u
violence !

By vertew pure of
‘

z our afpeétishable,

Vnto z our g race .lat now bene a cceptable

My pure requeftb y
t
can no fo rthir g one

To fekehhelp, bot vnto z ow allone !

a : 1

XXVII.

As z e yt b ene the focoure and fuete well

Oh
'

remedye , of carefull hertes chi-é
”r

r

"1 ‘ u i i ft A t J 7 INN ‘ r l

( J

“

And

‘

6 Uzietbz
’

: fwi/i L] Not. e afily, or fcarce kirowing 191155 to

ia?. -¢G M D J p:
7

740 C .“3 1; A,

“ is :
l ) o

k Somme and fiéete ave/[J Sweet niedicinalj yellz itll e, cure

of love-fickhearts.
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1 14 THE KING
’
s rQ UA I R ,

Forg iue all this, and fchapith remedye ,

To fauen me of z our b enig ne .g race ,

Or do me 0 fteruenfurthwt in this place .

Andwt the {tremes of fz our percyng lyt,
Conuoy my hert, y

t is fo wo -b eg one
'

,

Ag eyne vntothat fuete , hev in1y fig ht,

That I, within thir wallis
‘

cald
i

as {tone

So fuetly faw on morow walk, and 'g oni

e ,

Law in the g ardyn ry
t tofore mine eye ,

Now, mercr, (g i mme ! anddo me not to

XXXI.

Thir wordis faid, my fpin t in difpaire

A quhile I llynt, ab iding efter g race ,

And therewt all hir criitall eyen faire

She keft afyde , and
‘

efter that a Ipace ,
Benig nely fche turnyt has hir face

I

Towardis me full plefantly conueide ,

And vuto me ry
t in this uife fche feide

XXX II

0 Or domefiervetz fizribwit Or kill me infiantly.
—Ster

pm
\

from the Ang lo
-Saxon

‘

fieoffi fl , to kilL—G . D . p . 391



'

C
“
A

'

N T 0 III. 1 15

XXXII.

Z ong man
,
the caufe of all thyne inward forowe

Is not vnknawm to my deite ,
And thy requeil bothe nowe and eke to forowe ,

when thou firl’t maid profefiion to me
,

Sen ofmy g race I have infpirit the

To knawe my lawe , contynew furth , for oft,

There as Imynt full
’fore

,
I frn

‘

yte bot
’

foft.

XXXIII.

Paciently th
’

ou tak thyne auenture ,

This 1 will my fon Cupide , and fo wi ll I,
9 He can the ftrOke '

,

'

to me lang is the cure

Q 1hen I fe tyme
,
and therefo re - true ly

Abyde , and ferue , and lat g ude hope the
7
‘

g ye ,

Bot for I have thy forehede here pent,

Iwill the fchewe the more ofmyn entent.

if This is to lay, thoug h it to me pertene

In lufis lawe the feptre to g overne,

p w e met] Th is
'

i s
'

the W111 of
’

my Ion Cup id.

’

q He can.] Cupid g iv es
'

the wound
'

to me b elong s the

cure.

1 T is ta fig s ] 3 Althoug h it pertains ,
to me to g overnf

in love
’
s of?the -bri g ht bearris, and

‘

afpeéts



“5 T H E imNow Q U ANL

That the e lIeEtis ofmy b emes fchene

Il as thair afpeétis by ordynance et

'

erne ,

W t otheris
‘

bynd and mynes to
'

difc
'

erne ,

Q i hilum in thing is b othe to cum and g one ,

That lang is
‘

not to me to writh ,
/ G od allone .

XXXV .

IAs in thyne awin cafe now may thoufe ,
For quhy, lo y

t otheris influence ,
Thy perfone ftandis not in libertee

Q i harfore , thoug h I g eve the b enevolence ,

It Itandis not z it inmyn adv ertence ,

Till certeyne courfe endit b e and ronne
,

Q i b ill of trew feruis thow hav e hir 1‘I-wonne .

XX XVI !

And z it
, confiderlng the nakitne lIe

Bothe o£ thy wit, thy perfone , and thy myt,

of my planet, are dire t‘ted by the eternal ordinance , wh ich

binds all th ing s and althoug h I can
‘

difcern th ing s to come,

y et I hav e no power, by myfelf, to wrefl: or turn afide what

is decreed : G od alone 15 able to do that.

i As,

’

in thy own cafe, you be ing at prefent under oth er

influence , thy perfon is not at l iberty ; therefore, althoug h

you h av e my g ood
‘

yvill, yet I can do no more, until you
have run your courfe in the faithful ferv ice of your miftrefs.

a f-won, or T—wm ] Gained or conquered.
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1 18 THE: K ING ’
S

, Q U A I R
’

a ike the crow is to thep apejay,

a ike , in g oldfmythis werk, a fifchis eye

a To purcrefs wt peril; or maked
‘

b e fo heye.

XXXVIII.

As I have faid, vnto me b elang ith

Specially the cure of‘

thy fekneffe ,

Bot now thy matere fo in balance hang ith,

That it requireth, to thy fekernei
’
fe ,

The help ofother mo than one g oddee ,

And have in thame the menes and the lore,

In i this mater to fchorten Wt thy fore .

XXXIX .

‘

And for thou fall fe wele yt I entend,
Vuto thy help thy welefare to preferue,

The {treig ht weye thy fpirit will I fend
To the g oddefie y

t clepit is Myner
fve,

The taéardwas the Well - known fig n of ane hofi illri e

Southwark, ia
'

wh ich (fays Speg ht)
‘

was the lodg
ing of

the Abbot ofHyde, by Winchefl er, where Chaucer and
"
th e other p ilg rims met tog ether, and w ithHenry Baill ie,
th e ir merry hofi, accorded about the manner of the ir

j ourney to Canterbury .

”

SPEG HT ’
r G/q/ary

'

to Cbaécer.

a Topurcr¢1w i perll l The meaning i s expla ined byWhat
follows A fifli - eye, compared W ith a pearlk

”—The 11-61 11
itfelf, or its etymolog y, I don

’
t find in any g lofl

'

ary.



e A 1N 'T.

’

O
i

III. 4 1 19

And fe y
t thou hirb heftis

i

well conferye ,
For in this cafe fche may b e thy i upplye,
And put thy , hert in reft alsWell as I.

X L.

Bot for the way i s vnconth vnto the ,

There as hir dwe lling i s
,
and h ir fojurne,

I will yt g ud hope fernand to the be,
Z oure c allerisfrende , to 61 let the to mum ,

Be thy c
/

ondyt and. g yde till thou returne ,

And hir b efe
‘

ch , , y
t fche swill in thy nede

Hir counfelle g eve to thy welefare a nd fpede.

X LI.

And y
t fche will, as e lang ith hir ofli ce ,

Be thy g ude lady, h elp and counfeiloure, ‘

5 Her befi irj JHer behe its, commands, ~or fdire6tions.

c Z our allerirfi efl de j
‘Y our fially, affociate, orrc onfederate.

d To let i lye femur
-

fi t] To hinder .or prevent t
‘
thee

‘

- .from

mourn ing .

e d r
’

larzg e
’

ibi] (As belo
‘

ng eth to“h er ‘

05 ice.
-Th e ‘

reader

mull hav e obferv ed, that, throug hout th e whole of th is

poem, our poet ufes many words according to the Scottifh

orthog raphy and pronunciation, particularly in the ufe of

the letter a , in place of 0. E x. g r. War/d, amaflg , fic/aflg ,



1 20 TH E ‘ K ING ’
S QU A I R .

‘

And to the fchewe hir rype and g ude anife ,
Throw quhich thou may beprocelfe and

,

laboure ,

Atteyne vnto that g lad and g oldynfloii re ,

That
“

thou Wald have fofayn wtall thy hart,
And forthirmore fen thou hir fervand art.

XLII.

(luhen thou defcendis doun to g round ag eyne ,
Say to the men, y

t there b ene refident
,

How long think thay to fland in my difdeyne ,
That in my lawis b ene fo neg li g ent,

From day to day, and lift thame not repent,

Bot breken Ioufe and walken at thaire larg e ,
Is none yt thereof g ev is charg e .

XLIII.

And for, qd febe;
‘

the ang i r
’

and the fmert

Of thair vnkyndenefle dooth me confireyne

My femyny
’

ne and wofull tender hert
,

That than I wcpc, and to a token pleyne ,

As off my teris cummyth all this reyne,
That z e fe on

‘

the g round fo faft g yvete ,

Fro day to day,
'

my turment is fo g rete .

f My ferir cummj tb e ll thir refl ux] This fhower

wh ich I fbed.

g Tvete ory
- fwez with my tears.
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S (LU A I R .

That fervis vnto loue , as ay is dewe ,

Mot rnonly has ay his obferuance ,

And of thaire fleuth tofore hav e repentance .

Q

XLVII.

Thus inaift thou feyne y
t myn efi

'

efl is g rete ,

Vuto the quhich z e aug ht and maift
‘

wey
‘

e
,

No lyte offenfe to fleuth is forg et,
And therefore in this wife to thame feye ,

As I the here hav e b id, and conueye

The matere all the b etter tofore faid,
Thus fall on the my charg e b ene laid.

XLVIII.

a
O

1 Say on than
, Q ihare - i s b ecummyn for fchame

The fong is new,

i

the frefch carolis and dance

Th e following v erfes in th is and the next ftanz a are v ery

obfcure

i Say on a
lbum] When you defcend to earth ag ain. What

is now b ecome of th e fong s, carols, and dances, the tourna

ments and feats of g allantry, that wh i/lom were fo frequent
among ft

‘

you i
”—Th is complaint of V enus leads to con

j eéture, that the t ime here mentioned mig ht hav e been im

mediately on the death of King Henry V . whofe wars in

France , thoug h g lorious, had b een difaftrous both to France

and Eng land, and particularly to the nob ility of both kiii g
doms.



C A N T O
'

III. 1 23

The la ity lyf, the mony
‘

chang e of g ame ,

The frefche aray , the lufty contenance ,

The b efy
‘

awayte , the hertly obferuance

That quhilum was among is thame fo ryf,

Bid thame repent in tyme, and mend thaire

XLIX .

Or Ifall
’

,
with my fader old Saturne ,

And wt alhale oure hev inly alliance ,
Oure g lad afpeétis from thame writhe and turne ,
That all the warld fall waile thaire g overnance ,

Bid thame b etyni e , y
t thai haue repentan

'

ce ,

And thaire hertis hale renewmy Iawe ,
And Imy hand fro beting fall wtdrawe.

This is to fay, contynew in my feruife,

W orfchip my law,
and my name mag nifye ,

doms. Few families butwhat had b een thrown into mourn

ing by thofe bloody war
'

s. Th is was not, th erefore, the

aera of g al lantry, or of the fef’tival s of V enus.

W ithout fuch occafional allu fion, the Complaint of Venus
feems to be unnatural, and rather an excrefcence on the

poem.



1 24. T H E KING
’
S QU A I R,

That ain z our b ev in and paradife ,

And I z our co
'

nfort here fall multiplye ,

And, for z oure meryt here perpetualye ,

I fall z our faulis ofmy g race,

lyve w
t me as g oddis 111 th is place .
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1 26 TH E K ING ’
s QU A I R.

f The faid renewe , the itate, the reuerence ,

The ftrenth , the b eautee , and the ordour dig ne,
Off hir court-rial], nob le and benig ne .

And flraug ht vnto the prefence fodeynly

Off dame Minerue , the pacient g oddeffe , 1

G ude HOpe my g yde led me redily,

To quhom anon, wt dredefull humylneiIe

Off my cummyng , th e caufe I g an exprefl
'

e ,

And all the proce iIe hole, vnto the end,
Off Venus charg e ,

i
'

as likit her to fend.

IV .

Off quhich r y
t thus hir anfuere was in bref

My fon, I
‘

have wele herd, and vnderftond,

Be thy reherfe , the mater of thy g ref,

And thy requeil to procure , and to 1 fond

Off thy penance fum confo
‘

rt atmy hhnd,

Be counfele of thy lady Venus clere ,

To b e with hir thyne help 1n this matere .

I The [ai d renewelf] Th i s
'

mufi ofurely be an error in
'

the

copy, as it appears to be unintellig ible.

I Tofi nd.) To
“

find '

of thy penance fome comfort from

me.



C A ,N T 0 IV. 1 27

“
v .

Botin this cafe thou fall well knawe and W itt,
Thou may thy herb g round on fuich a wife ,

That thy laboure will b e bot lytill quit,
And thou may fet i t in otherwife ,

That wil be to the g rete worfchip and prife ;

And g if thou durft vnto that way enclyne ,

Iwill the g eve my lore and difcipline .

VI.

Lo
,
my g ude fon, this is als much to feyne,
As g if thy lufe b e fet

772alluterly

Of nyce
‘luft

,
thy travail 1s m v eyne ,

And fo the end fall turne of thy folye ,

To payne and repentance , lo wate thou
'

quhy
?

G if the me lift on lufe thy v ertewfet,

Vertu fall be the caufe of thy forfet.

VII.

71 ~Tak him before in all thy g ouernance,
That in his hand the ftere has of- z ou all,

And

711 Set a llzzterlyj If your h eart is fet altog eth er upon luft;

and not upon v irtuous love, thy travail 15 mm, and fhal l end

in forrow and repentance

72 Te l 62772, &c.] The explariation
j

of the foreg oing flan

z a.- In the firft place,
i

take V irtue for thy g uide, who

holds



1 28 TH E K ING ’
S

'

Q U A I fi

Andpray vuto his hye purveyari
‘

ce,

Thylufe
‘

to g ye , and on him traift and call,

That corner-finne , and g round is of the wall ,
That failisn ot, and truft, wtoutin drede ,

a to thy purpofe fone he fall the lede .

VIII.

For 10 , the werk yt firft is foundit fure ,
May b etter b ere apac

'

e and hyat e b e ,

Than otherwife and lang ere fall endure ,

Be mony faid, this may thy refon fee ,

And ftrong er to defend aduerfi tee ;

G round thy werk, therefore , upon the flon'

e
'

,

And thy defire fall forthward W
“the g one .

IX .

Be trewe , andmeke, and ftedfaft in thy thot,
And dilig ent hermerc i to procure ,

Not onely
' in thy word, for word is not,

Bot g if thy werk and all thy befy t ut
-

e

Accord thereto, and 0
vtrid b e mefure ,

holds the helm that fl eers the v eifel, and who will not fa il

you, but will conduct you to the completion of your wifhes.

o Outrid fie mzfi re.) Out- red, g one throug h, or regulated

bymeafure and propriety, as to time and place.
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X II.

‘

For as the foulere quhii
’
tlith in his throte ,

D iuerfely to counterfete the brid
,

And feyms mony a fuete andftrang e note ,
That in the bufk for his defate nis hid,

Till febe be fail: 10k in his net amyd,
Ry

t fo the r fatoure , the falfe theif, I fay, rm

W t fuete treafon oft wyriith thus his pray.

XIII.

Fy on all fuch ! fy on thaire doubilnefi
'

e !

Fy on thaire lull , and b eftly

l

'

appetite

Thaire
’

wolfis b ertis, in lamb is likneife

Thaire
’

th
'

oug htirs blak, h idy uder wordis quhite

Fy on thaire labour fy on
/

thaire delyte

That feynen outward all to hir honour,

And in thair hert her worfhip wold deuour. J

m ;

50 hard it is to trufte
'

n now on dayes

The warld, it is fo double and inconftant,

Off quhich the futh is hid bemony affayes

More pitee i s ; for quhich the remanant

r T/fefeztoztrej The lq ful perfon.



c A N
l ir

‘

O IV. 13 1

That menen well, and are not variant,
For otheri s g ilt are fufpeét of vntreuth ,
And hyndrit oft, and treuely that is reuth.

Bot, g if the hert be g roundit ferm‘
and {table

In G oddis law,
thy purpofe to atteyne ,

Thy labouri s to me ag reable,

And my full help w
t counfe le trew and pleyne,

I will the fchewe , and thisis the certeyne

.Opyn thy hert, therefore , and lat me fee

G if thy remede be pertynent to me.

Madame, q
d I

,
fen it is z our plefance

That I declare the kynd of my lov ing ,
Treuely ‘

and g ude , w
toutin variance ,

I lzgfe tbatfl our abufe all other th ing ,
Andwold, b ene he , yt to hir worfchipping

Myt oug ht availe , b e 191
°

a y
t
fi arf on rude,

And nowthir fpare for trauaile , lyf, nor g ude.

XVII.

I Be bim tbatfimf on n ede.] That died on the
'

crofs. —I
would fpare :neither travel, l ife, or citate, if I thoug ht I

could avail or fucceed.



i 3 2 TH E KI NG ’ S QU A I R .

‘XVII.

And
,
fo

‘

rthirmore, as touching thenature

Off my lufing , toworfchip or to b lame ,
i
‘

I darre wele fay, and therein me affure ,

For ony g old y
t ony wig ht can name ,

Wald I b e he
uy
t fuld of hir

'

g ude fame

Be b lamischere in ony point or wyfe ,
For wele norwo, quhill my lyfmay fufhfe .

'

mm.

Th is is the effeéf trewly ofmyn
'

entent,

Touch ing the fuete yt fmertis me fo fore ,

G iff this b e faynt, I can it not repent,
Allthoug h my lyf fuld fo

’

rfaut b e therefore

Blisfull princeife l I can feye z ou no more,

Bot fo deli re , my wittis dooth compace

More Joy in erth , kepe I no
t bot z our g race.

X IX .

D efire, q
d fchef

‘

l nyl it not deny,
“

So then it g r
'
ound and fet in cfiftin wife

And therefore , fon, opyn thy hert playnly.

Madame , q
d I

, trew w
toutin fantife,

That day fall I
‘

neuer Vp rife,

Formy delyte to donate the plefance
I

That may hir worfchip puttenin balancee
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, TH E

RelTauen diuerfely x z our auenturis,

Ofl
"

quhich the cure and principal melling
Appe

‘

t it is wtoutin repellyng ,

Onelytohir yt has the cuttis “t O

In hand, both of z ourwele and of your wo.

XXIII.

And howfo b e , ,y
t fum clerkis trete ,

I That z our chance caufit IS tofore ,

Heig h in the hev in,
.

by quhois efi
‘

ebtis g rete ,
Z e mov it are towrething lefs or more ,

Q ihare in the warld, thus calling yt therefore ,

Fortune , and fo y
t the diverfitee

OH
"

thaire ‘werking fuld caufe necefli tee .

XXIV .

2 Bot other clerkis halden that the man,

Has in himfelf the chofe and lib ertee

x Z our aventum
’

rJ
‘

Y our fortune or defiiny , the controul

ing ofwh ich is b eyond your power; and b elong s only to the

Fates.

y That a ll z our c/mfl ce cmi/ii if rofi f
z
eJ Y our l ife and for

tune 1s preordained in heav en, by whofe direction ye are mo.

‘

v ed to wreth ,
‘

z
’

. e. to wref
‘

t ormov e lefs or more in the af

fairs
,
of the world : Thus what is cal led fi rtune, throug h

th e v ariety
'

of her operations, is truly meg/
”
13
1.

z But other clerks hold the Oppofite doctrine of l iberty ID.

man
’
s actions, and that he 13 under no necefiity, but acts

from choice, and according to his own purpofe 01 will



‘
C

' A N I T 0 ' IV.

To caufe his awm fortune , how, or duhan,
5

That himb ell; left, and nonece
‘

fiit
'

ee

Was in the hevm at his nativ itee ;

Bot z it
‘

the thing is happin in qmune ,

Efter purpofe, fo clepmg thame fortune .

3 And quharé aperfone has tolforeknawing
OPEit y

t is total] purpofely,
Lo fortune is bot wayke in luch a thing ,
Thou may welewit, ”and here enfample quhy, ,

To God it is the firlt caule onely 4

Ofi
’

euery thing , there may no fortune fall,
And quhy ? for be foreknawin is of all.

5 And therefore thus I fay to this fentence ,

Fortune is moltand {trang efi euermore,

a Where one knows b efore hand what purpo
i

fely IS to fall
’

out, in that cafe chance or fortune i s weak , or has l ittle to

do in the matter, as you may well know. Thus G od, who

is the firlt foreknowledg e of ev ery th ing ,
leav es noth ing to b e determined by chance.

b n human aEairs, 1howev er,
'where man has no fore ~

knowledg e c f what is tobe the event, there fortune is ev er

firong efi. ff So, thou art but weak~ both in

W it



TH E K ING ‘
S
.JQ U A I R.

Q i hare, lefte foreknawmg or intellig ence

Is 111 the man, andfi ne ofwit or lore ,

Sen thou art wayke and feble,
-10

, therefore ,

The more thou art in dang ere, and ,qmune

W t hir, y
t clerkis clepen fofqrtune.

XX VII.

Bot forthe fake, and at the reuerence

Ofi
'

Venus clere , as I the faid tofore,

wit
‘

and lore, (orexperi ence) thou art
“

more
‘

fubj
'

eé
’

ted to

what clerks clepen (or
'

e all)fi rm/flex

From our
'

p
'

oet
’
s difcnfii on of

’

the
”

quefiion with reg ard to

man
’saéting fromhis ' own

appears to hav e been fufi
‘icie

‘

ntly v erfant in the metaphyfical

learning of his ag e . Such intricate que ltions have b een the

z
’

g m
'

rfi ttuw, or play of philofoPhers, in all ag es down to the

prefent.

Miltonmak
‘

es thE
'

fubtile reafonin
‘

g upon
‘

fuch ab li rufe points

oneofth e entertamments of the fallen ang els :

Others fat on a h ill retir’d,
And reafon’

d h ig h

Ofprov idefl ce, fi reénow/edg e, w ill, andfizte,

Fixt fate, free will, foreknowledgeabfolut ‘

e,

And found no end in wandering
'

rr
'

ia z es loft

l, and falfephilofophy .

V ain indeed ! wh ile
‘

ev ery man, 111 defiance to the futile
arg uments of metaphyfi cians,

’

ou
'

g ht to be
icoriv incéd,

’

from

h is ioviin feel ing s, that
'He is

’

a fl ee ag ent, and, as fuch, ac

counted/e for h is actions.
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138 TH E K ING ‘
S Q U A

-I R .

Within a beme, y
t fro the contree dyv ine ,

Sche
i

percyng throw the firmament extendit,

To g round ag eyne my fpirit is defcendit.

Imprefs the air, and fbew th e mariner
fl Fromwhat pomt of h is compafs to

’

beware

ff Impetuous wind
”



T H E

C A N T O

His yourney in Q gtq/z
’n ortzmé .

I.

UHA R E in
‘

a 4 lufiy plane tuke ImyWay,
6"Endlang a ryuer,aplefand to behold,

Enbroudin all Wt frefehe flouris g ay,

Q ihare throu the g rauel , bry
t
as ony g old,

The crillal water ran fo clere and cold,

That in myn ere , maid contynualy,
‘

Af maner foun mellitwith armony.

The fcenery, or landlkip, as in the threefirfl; Iianz as of

thi s Canto; 1s painted in the r
‘

ichelt colours of
”

poetry.

The v erfe,
‘

too, is extremely harmonious.

d A la/i)» planehj A pleafant delig htful plain.

e E nd/mg a been ] Along the fide of a river.“

f Maine -

fl an ] A pleafant found, mixedwith
'

harm0ny.



140 T H E K ING ’
S QU A I R .

II.

That full of lytill fifchis by the brym,
Now here now there , wt bakkis b lewe

i
as

Lap and playit, and in a rout can fwym

So prattily, and drellit thame to fprede
Thaire cu

'

rall fynis,
~as the ruby rede ,

That in the fonne on thaire fcalis bryt,
g As g e lferant ay '

g litterit in my fig ht.

III.

And by this ilke ryner fyde alawe

Ane hyeway fand I like to b ene ,
On quhich , on euery fyde , a long rawe

Off trees faw I fe ll ofelevis g rene,

That full of fruyte
‘

dé litahleas ;to fene ;

And alfo,
7as it com

‘

edrnto my
‘mynd,

Of beltis «fawel mony
‘ i
diu’erfekynd.

g A: g tgfi ram‘

g litferz
’

f.] L ike fome prec ious fione, fpark

led “1
"
l eye .

fThe epithets, expre ll ive of fome idilting uifhing qual ity of

the fev eral b eal
’
ts mentioned hy the poet

'

s, feem to be accord

ing to the natural h iltory of thefe ammals m that ag e, thoug h

now , as to fome of them, known to b e erroneous and expio

ded. Some of thefe ep ithets, I
'

own, I am at a lofs to ex»

plain.
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'

N
'

G ’
s

-

Q UA I R.

There fawe Ip dreffe him, new out of hant,

The fere tig ere full of felony,
The dromydare , the 9 fiander loliphant,

f The
l
wyly fox , the wedouis inemye ,

The clymbare g ayte , the 1 elk for alblaltrye,

The herknere bore , the holfum g rey for bottis,
The

,

1‘haire alfo , y
t oft g ooth , to the bottis.

p D refi bimnew out of 6mm] The fierce tyg er, ilfuing

from his haunt or den, new prepared for fally ing out upon

h is prey.

q Tbeflander olipbarzt. The elephant, that always (lands.

According to the vulg ar, the elephant Was erroneoufly faid

to have no knees.

r Tbe wy ly fi x, zbe wedou
'

z
‘

r ifl emyej Thatrobs the poor
w idowof herpoultry

.r Tbe elk. A fpecies of deer.—Bufihn clalles 1t with the

rein- deer: What th e meaning of the quality exprefl
’

ed by

a le/afirye 15, I cannot find out. The colour of this animal 13
dark g rey .

t a The epithets of the berb zere, bere, .and 11116046477: g rey, ‘
or

g reybawzd, fi r berth , or the g ardens, t he - reader?ot ing e

nuity”mult fupply

'

, The lafi,
’

perhaps, -ii1ea1is_ the hound
that protects the g arden from the bare that frequents it.



t t

v ‘l ;
u o

r

The x 'bug ill draware by his h
‘

ornis
i

g rete ,
»

The J’ martrik
'

fable, thez fo
'

ynz eé , and
‘i nony mo,

6! The chalki quhite
’

ermyn,
‘ tippit as

‘
the jete‘

,

The riall hert,
‘th

'

e
i
conyng ,

~

and the to,

The wolf, y
t of the murthir not fay ho

‘

,

The5 lefty bener, and l the C rav in bare ,
For chamelot, the camel full of hare

VII

W ith manya ne othir b elte
‘

dive rfe and Itr
‘

ang e, 3

l

That cummyth not -as .
now vnto my.mynd ;

Bot now to purpofe ’

{traug ht furth the rang e ,
I held away -ourehailing inmymynd,

From quhens I come , and quhare y
t I fuld

'

fynd

Fortune, the g oddeffe unto quhom m hye

Gude hope, my g yde, has led me fodeynly.

VIII.

And at the laftbehalding thus afyde,

A round placewallit have I found,
1 In

x The draware by borm
'

r g reta ] The {tag Per

haps the buffalo, wh ich i s an animal that draws 111 the yoke.

z The for um ] The fawn. G . D . p . 2 20 .

i

y ul

gar Frenehfi uz
‘

zze is the pole
- cat.

a

dy of the errmmis
’

purewhite. The tail only is tipt
‘

with blatk.

6 Lefiy been ] If lgfly means here lufiy , or lzffifull, th is a

nimal is not fo. Perhaps i t means, according to the Scot

tifh, 11£flj , plump, or fi t, which isapplicable tothe beaver

e Ravi”, or ravenous bear.



144 T HE KIN G
’

s S Q UAI R.

In myddis quhare eftfone I
'have fpide

Fortune, the v g
'

oddej é , t ufing
‘

.
19n. the g round,

A multitude of folkb efore myn
{
eye

That femyt to me of div
'

erfe hewis,

Stu
'

de
'

this g oddefs
“
of fortunef

‘

3
"

A chapellet Wt mony frefch g aneww

Sche had upon hirhede , andwt th is hon
g

i

d The g oddefs Fiirtiihé
i

i iffing , z
“

. e.

the g round. ence our

word li oufi; 0

v ieq exit . 1 “3312111 1 1
2 mult

f St
a
”a

enu ity mu lt fupply th is mark
I . efi fi

‘ Mfi vé l
‘h 1 1

may be fdr afi efw, or afi ew zr.
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T H E K ING ’
S QUAI R .

XIII.

Ahaon the quhelewas lytill void fpace ,
W ele nere oure ftraug ht fro lawe to hye,

And they were ware y
t long fat in place ,

So tolter quhilum did febe it to wreye ,

There was bot clymbe and ry
t downward hye ,

And fum were eke y
t fallyng had fore ,

There for
r
to clymbe , thair corag e was no more.

X IV .

I fawe alfo
, y

t
quhere fum were ilung in,

Be quhirlyng of the quhele vnto the g round
Full fudaynly fohe hath vp

1
yth

’

rung in,

And fet theme on ag ane full fauf and found,
And ev er I fawe a new fWarni abound,

That to clymbe v ard upon the quhele ,

3 Infiede of thame y
t myt no lang er rele .

And
‘

at the lalt, in prefence of thame all

That ftude about, fche clepit me b e name,

Nere-ourelfimug bg j Was almolt ltreig ht.

1 Upytbrung im] Thrown up . From the A. Saxon terbu

g an, or
‘

tbryng an, thrown. G . D . 52.



c
‘
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And therewt upon kneis g an I fall
Full fodayn ly

m hailfing , abaift
'

for fchame ;

And
, fmylyng thus, fche faid to me in g ame

,

Q i hat dois thou here quho has the h ider fent

Say on anon
, and tell me thyne entent.

X VI.

I fe wele , by thy chere and contenance ,

There is fum th ing yt lyis the on hert,

It Itant not wt the as thou wald per
-

chance .

Madame , q
d I, for lufe is all the fmert

That euer I fele 71 endlang and ouerthwert

Help of z our g race the wofull wrechet wig ht,
Sen me to cure z e powere hav e andmyt.

XVII.

what help, q
d fche , wold thou y

t I ordeyne,

To bring the vnto thy b ertis defire ?

Madame
, q

d
_

I
,

0
'

bot y
t
z our g race dedyne ,

Of z our g rete myt, my wittis to tinfpire ,

To win the well,yt flokin may the fyre

m Hail/[719 ] Saluting , or hail ing .

‘

From the A. Saxon

fail, or bal. G . D . p. 69. 23 .

n E ndlong and ouerlbrwertJ Throug h my whole frame,

in leng th and breadth .

0 Bot tbotyour g row] Would your g race but deig n.



148 T H E
‘

K ING f
e Q U

‘

AI R .

In quhich I birn : Ah , g oddefs fortunate
'

Help h ow my g ame y
t
IS 1n poynt toAmate.

XVIII.

Off mate q
d feb e

,
a v erray fe ly wretch

I fe we le
,
by thy dede ly coloure pale ,

Thou art to feb le of thyfe lf to {treche

Vpon my quhe le , to clymb e or to hale ,
VVtoutin help , for thou has a fund 1n {tale

This mony day w
tout

’

in wordis wele ,

And wantis now thy veray h ertis he le .

W ele maiftow b e a wretchit man callit,

That wantis the confort y
t fuld thy hert g lade ,

r And has all thing w1tliin thy hert ftallit,

That may thy z outh oppreffen or defade

Thoug h

p l at if in point to mate ] More, or ma il , to b e ov er

come ; defeated. From the old Fr. mat, ov ercome . G .

D . p . 4 1 7 . I 7 .
- Hence ma l e at chefs .

Q wFund in fie /a ] Been long in ward, and fequeftered .

r Tent be : all fl ing 17; My nerefiallt Kept al l in your

own mind, without th e comfort of communication with your

friends, which has deprell
'

ed and faded your youth .
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For the nature of it is euermore

After ane h icht to vale , and g eve a fall,

Thus quhen me likith vp or down to fall .

Farewele, q
d fche , and

‘

by the ere me
‘

toke

So erneftly, yt therew
t
all I woke .

Fortune h ere concludes her adv 1ce, by tell ing the Prince,
thath is revolution on h er wh eel is one hour, of wh ich one

hal f is al ready run th erefore to make g ood ufe of h is time

ftill to run.

E NI) o r TH E V I S I O N.



T H E

I N G

I

’

s Q U A I R .

C A N T O

I.

BE S Y a
g ofte , ay flikering to and fro,

That never art in quiet nor in reft,

Till thou cum to that place y
t thou

‘

cam fro ,

Q i hich is thy firft and v erray proper neft ;

From day t o day To fore here artow dreft,

That wt thy flefche ay walking art in trouble ,

And fleping eke of pyne , fo has thou doub le .

II.

u 0 befy g affes ] Bufy, fluttering , reftlefs fpirit.—It may

be conj ectured, that the King mi g ht hav e had in his mind
th e dy ing addrefs of the Emperor Adrian to His foul . ,

The aumousQuaenune abibir in loea fo fuitable in themouth

of the heathen philofopher, is finely turnedby the anfwer of,

our enl ig htened moralift

Thou nev er art 1n qu1et, nor in reft,

Till thou cum to thatplaee
i
i

tnat tbou camfro,

Wh ich is thyfirfl and v ery proper ne

The whole apoftrophe is folemn and (h iking .



C
'

A N T O

II

x Couert myfelf all th is mene I to loke;
Thou g ht y my fpirit v ex it was tofore

In } fuenyng , afl
‘

one as ever Iwoke ,
By XX fold it was in troub le more,

Be th inking me wt fig hing hert and fore ,
That nane other thing is bot dremes had;

Nor fekernes my fpirit wt to g lad.

And therewt fone I z dreflit me to ryfe ,

Fulfild of thot, pyne, and adderfitee ,

And to myfelf I faid in this wife ,

Q ihat lyf isthis P quhare hath my fpirit be ?

A ! merci; Lord ! qubat will z e do wt. me

Is this ofmy forethor 1mprefiion ?

Or is it from the
‘

bev in a v ifion ?

And g if z e g oddis of z oure
a
purv iance

Have fchewit th is for my reconforting ,

x Coucrt fry/9&2] W ith in myfelf ; e ican to confider all

th i s.

y Infueizyng j Althoug hmy fpirit was troubled in
‘

dream,

yet as foon as I was awake, I was more in troub le by twenty

fold in th inking that all j ava's but a dream, and noth ing
“

certain to comfort me.

Z

a Pufveiama ] Praefcience
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S QU A I R .

This fair b ird ry
t i

‘

n hir b ill
“

g
’

an
‘

hold

Ofrod j orofi
’
orif,

i

with’

thairfialé is g réfzo,
A fair branche

,

‘

quhare written Waswit/9
On~

euery
'lefe

,
wicht br

'

anEhis bry
t and

'

fchen
’

e,

In compas fair full plefandly to fene ,
Aplane/animate

, quh ich , as
‘I can déuife

And have inmynd, faid ry
I- ‘

oh this wife.

The newis g lad, that b lisfull b en andfu n
"

Of thy confort play, and
'fing ,

That art db efid fo g lad an al-l emm e :

Fore in the bevyn decretit is ye cure

And vuto me the flouris fair d-id prefent ;

W ith wyng is fpred liir iWayi s furth fche wen
’

tJ

VIII.

Quh ilk vp anon I tuke , arid as I g efl
fl

e
,

Ane hundreth tymes, or 1 forthir went,

I haVe it red,nVVIth hertfull g laidneife , 11

.Arnd halfwith hope andi halfwt dred it 6

And at my b eddis
fhedy with g ud entent,

1 hav e it fair‘pynit
'

vp, arid
'

this
5 c

Fit ii takyn was of all my helpand b iiffé
'

a
’ Tbaf art bgfldej That art [0 near to happinefs.

5 Heat ] 'Kept it.



C A N
'

T O 155

IX

-The quhich treuly efterday b e day,
That all my wittis maiftrit had tofore ,

Q 1hich he ofierth , the paynis did away,

And fchortly fo wele fortune has hir bore,

To q
nikin treuly day by day, f my lore

To my larg es, that I am cum ag ayn

To b lifie with hir that is my fovirane .

’

I

E
‘

P I ' L O G U E .

X .

Bot for als moche as fum micht think or feyhe ,
(Q1hat nedis me , apoun fo lytill g evyn,

To writt all this?I anfuere thus ag eyne ;

who that from hell war 5 coppin onys in hevin

z
’

W ald efter thank for joy , mak VI. or VII.

And

[My [ore to my [arg on ] A prov erb ial phrafefor IW 111

exert my wit, to make a return or reqompenfe .

”

g So little Upon fo fmall an ev ent.

1) War rop/na in beaooaJ Were from hell raifed to the

top of bl ifs in he av en.
—Thus Chaucer L et them build

en 011 the coppe of th e mountaig ne .

” Baez/aw.

5 Would, for joy, make fome ftanz as of fix or {ev en ver



1 56
‘

TH E K ING ’
S QU A I R .

‘

And euery wicht his awin fuete or fore
,

Hasmaifi in mynde , I can fay
'

z ou no more .

X I.

Eke quho may in this lyfe havemore plefance ,
Than cum to larg effe from thraldom and peyne

P

And by the mene of lufli s ordinance,
That has fo mony in his g olden cheyne ,

t ich th is to wyn his hertis fouereyne ,
(l uho fuld me i wite to write tharof, lat

Now fufi‘iciance is my felicitee.

X II.

Befeeching vnto fair V enus abufe ,
For all my breth lr y

t b ene in this place ,
.This is to feyne yatferuandis at to lufe ,
And of his lady can no thank purchafe ,

His pane relefch
,
and fone to ftand in g race ,

Both to his worfchip and to his firfl: efe ,

So that it hir and refoun not difpleafe .

XIII.

And eke for thame yat ar not e
'

ntrit inne

The danceof lyfe, bot thither~wart on way,

i Wbofiald mewe, or blame ?
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Ofmy ranéoure and wofull
'

chance ,
‘

It, war to long , I lat it b e tharefore ,

And thus ‘ tbisfl oa

'

ro, I can feye no more ,

Sohertly has vnto my help aétendit,
7”That from the deth hir man

‘

fche has defendit.

771 maxfrom
"

a. def/5 bir 7124”j obs
"

1m day
’

fma
’
nfl To one

that looks for prefag es, th is l ine w ill perhaps call his atten

tion to a circuml’tance mentioned by the h iltorians, of th is

v irtuous andmolt affectionate princefs ’s rece iv ing twowounds,

in attempting to defend the King from h is inhuman mur

therers

Hav ing frruck down t he King , whom theween, by

interpofing h er body , foug ht to fav e , b e ing w ith difficulty
pulled from h im, ih e rece iv ed two wounds, and he with
twenty

- e ig ht was left dead —HAWT HORND EN.

It was fa id by E neas Sylv rus, afterwards Pope E ug ene

IV . who was in Scotland as L eg ate , at
’

the time, that he

was at a lofs wh ich mofl: to applaud; th e univ erfal g riefwh ich

overfpread the nation, on th e death of the King , or th e refent

ment to wh ich itwas roufed, and th e juft v eng eance withwh ich

his inhuman murderers were purfued who b e ing al l of th em

traced, and drag g ed from th e ir lurking retreats, were , by

themolt ling ering torturesthat human inv ention cou ldfug g e li ,

put to death . The E arl ofAthole, whofe amb ition had inc ited

h im to confpire l

th
'

e King
’
s death , after fu ifering three days

torture , crowned with a red- hot coronet of iron, with the
infeription

'
u KING or

r

I
‘

J

RAITOR S l”was beheaded, and h is

g uarters fent to the ch ief cities of the king dom.



C A N :T O

X VI.

And eke fthe g oddis mercifull virking ,

For my long pane, and trew ferv ice in lufe,
That has me g ey in

'

halely myne alk ing ,

wh ich has my hert for ever 'fet abufe

In perfyte joye , that never may remufe
,

Bot onely ‘
deth , of quhom in land and prife ,

W ith thankfull hert I fay richt in this wife.

XVII. ’

1

Blifii tmot b e the g oddis all,

Sb fair that g lateren in the firmament

And b liflit~be thaire myt celefi iall,
That hav e c

'

ori
‘

uo
‘

yit hale with one alfent,
My lufe , and to g lade a confequen

’

t

And thankit ‘
be

,fortunys
‘

ex iltre ,

And quhele , g that thus fo wele has quhirlit

X VIII.

Thankitmot b e ,
’

and fair and lufe befall

The nychting ale , yatwith fo g ud entent

Sang thare of lufe, the notis fuete and fmall,

t airmy fair hertis lady
~

was prefent,

Hirwith to g lad, or that febe forthirwent ;



1 50 T H E J Ki l NG
’fl
s QUA I R.

And thou g erafloure, mot I thankit be

All other flouris for ye lufe of ye .

X IX .

And thankit b e y
e fair

i

'

cafiell wall,

t are as I‘ quhilom lnkit furth and lent,

Thankitmot b e the fané
'

tis merciall,

That me firlt caufit hath this accident

Thankit mot b e the g rene b ewisbent,

Throu quhom and vnder firi’t fortunyt me,

My bertis hele and my confort
’

to b e .

XX .

For to the prefencefuete and de litable,

lRyc
‘

ht of tbz
’

rifl omfloyat full is ofpl
‘

efance,

By procefl
'

e and
‘

by menys favourable ,

Firft of ye b lisful g oddis purveyance ,

And fyne throu long and trewe contynance
Of v eray faith ln lufe and trew fervice,

I cum am, and forthir ln th is wife .

XX I.
’

Vnworthy lo bot one ly of hir g race,

Inlufis rok, that efy is and fure
,

In g uerdoun of all my l ahs fpace

Sche hath me t
'

ak, hir humb le creature,
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Of g ov irnance , by the mag nificence
Of him that hieft in the bev in fitt.
”"

1To quham We think that all oure hath writt,
‘

t o coutht it red ag one fyne mony a z ere ,

Hich in the hevynl s fig ure circulere .

X X V.

vnto 1mpnis
'ofmy

i

mailteris dere
,

Gowere and Cbauc
'

ero, that on the fteppi s fatt

Of rethorike , quhill thai were lyvand here ,
Superlatiue as poetis laureate ,

Inmoralitee and eloquence ornate;

I recommendmy buk in lynis fey en,

And eke thair faulis vuto the
'

b liffe of bev in.

A M E N !

E X PL I C I T, me . me .

.
‘Zaod yacobus Pf Ifl Z ZIJ

’ ScotorumRex Illa/fry imuo.

Thefe three l ines are v ery obfcure To make out th e ir

fenfe , we mull; take in the whole ftanz a. Thus
\

(fayeth

th e poet) e
'

ndith my (tory , ca zyit by the g ov ernance of
,

the Almig hty, who re ig ns in heav en to whom we th ink

that all we have written was couth t or known in th e heig h
‘

heav en for ag es before.

”—Cout6 fig nifie s known ; from the

A. Sax. catb, polar. Hence tomato, (imag e or unknown.
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1 66 CHRISTIS KIRK OF THE GRENE

Nouthir at 5 Falkland on the G rene ,

Nor 0 Pobz
'

llz
'

r at the Play
i

As we s of d wowaris, as Imene ,

At Cbrj/tir Kirk on ane day

Thair came our 6 kitties, weih en clene ,

In thair new kirtillis of g ray,
Full g ay,

At Chriftis Kirk of the G ren
’

e that day.

I: f all /anal ] One of the Royal houfes, fituated on the

north fide
'

of the Lomond h ills, in the county of Fife . Th e

cafile of Falkland , a nob le edifice, was hab itabl e in the b e
g inning of the prefent century, thoug h now in ru ins.

c Plot/1b , or Prob/en ] Th e h ead town of the county of

Tweeddale, fl tuated on the banks of the riv er Tweed. Th e

annual g ames of archery, and other pali iines, at Pe ebles,

were '

of v ery ancient inll itution. Our poet King James I. is

faid to ’

have often reforted to that annual feftiv ity.

d Wowarirj Wooers, fuitors.

c Kittlef j
’

Ruli ic, romp ing , country
’

lal
’

fes, dreft in their

n ew apparel .
- Bifhop G ibfon

’
s edition has it,

“

For there came Kitty , wafhen clean

In her new g own of g ray ,
”8cc

‘

.

Wh ich is fubli ituting the proper name of one g irl (KM) , or
in

’

p lace hf the
‘

g eneral epithet
'

g iv ento thewhole
country laflé s that were affembled on this o ccafion.



CHRISTIS KIRK or THE i GRENE . 1657

II.

To dans thir damyfellis thame /
”hicht,

Thir laffes g licht of laitis,
Thair 5 g luvis war of the 17 raffel rycht,
Thair 7 fhune wer of the i ftraitis,

Thair é kirtillis wer ofLynkome licht,
W eil preli with mony plaitis,

Thay wer fa nyfs quhen men thame 1 nicht,
Thay

m fquelit lyke ony 7”
g aitis,

sa loud,

At Chrifiis Kirk of the G rene that day.

f n l tj D refl
'

ed,
’

or prepared for the oc calion,

P° 233° 395°

g L iebt of la z
'

tr.] This probably has b een a v ulg ar phrafe .

Liebt o/
"

mamzerr, lig htfome, froliofome , .or romp ing .

l) Glam}, g low: of the rafi ll v olt ] Probab ly from l the

Saxon ra , or rate,
‘

a roe - deer andfi ll, a ikin.

2 Som e fwer of tbefi raitin j Their fhoes were made ofTur o

key orMorbquin h
leather, from the Straits.

k Kirtillr o/
‘

Lyal ome licbt ] G owns or petticoats of L ina
“

coln manufaéture .

l [Vim tbamo
’

fl icl t ] When
”men came nig h or toyed with

them.

m Sow/it ] Shrieked like wild g oats.



168 CHRISTIS KIRK or THE GRENE?

III.
‘

Of all th ir madynis, myld as meid,
'

\7Ves nane fa jympt asGillie,
As ony rofe hir0 -

rude w es reid;
Hir P lyre wes lyke the lillie

:

Fow z ellow z ellow wes hir he id,
Bot febo of lufe wes q l i llie

Thot all hit kin had f fworn hir delci ,

Scho wald haif botfweitWillie

Alane,

AtChriftis Kirk, Ste .

IV .

Soho {kornit 7 0k, and lkrapit at him,

And tmurg eonit him with mokkis,

impz] Neat, t ig ht, fl ender.

o Hir raa
’
e twer Her colour or complexion was red.

G . D . 408. 1

p Hi r lyre ] Her ikin, bofom, or neck. The ly re, or

lure, in vu lg ar fpeech , is the breaf
’
t or bofom.

q
‘

Of lu/ e twerfillieJ
'

Seile, fi le, in our old lang uag e, fig
nifies bappy . G . D . Alfo fimple , weak.

—Th e reader may

take it in
e
ither fenfe .

r Had/abort: lz ir Shoul d hav e doomed her to death .

And fi rapit at 11m.) Scropit, mocked, or fcorned.

John Knoit
’
s Hift. p . 93 .

t Murg eonit bim] Made months at, or ridiculed him.
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t 7o CHRISTIS KIRK OF THE G RENE .

He playit fa fchill, and fang fa fweit,

t ile Too/y tuke a d tranfs,
Auld Lig bzfute thair he did 8 forleit,
Andf counterfuttet Franfs

Heufed himfelf as man d
/
ifcr

’

eit,

And up tuke g Moreifs danfs

Full loud,

At Chriftis Kirk, 85C.

Then Stev en cam {teppand in with fi endis,
Na l: ryuk mycht him i arreill ;

a
’ Take a b un t ] A hop or fkip .

- From Lat. probably

of tw ig/ire, to g o acrofs .

e For/eit ] Forfake, or defert. G . D .
—Th is appl ies to

‘

Toufi the dancer, who fcorned to dance , l ike auldn bzfi te,

after the Scots fafhion, or the reel, a Well known m eafure .

f CounterfitttetFranfi j Aped to dance after the French

mode:

g Morel/i clan/L ] Morr ice orMaori/6 dance s, rather of

flow folémn mov ement,

l

performed ufually by g ig/fef - after

theMoorifh manner.

I) Ry zzl , orman ] A racer, or one fwift of foot. G . D .

193 . -Here it is ufed fOr a nimbleperfon'

;

i Am e . j; Stay , or ftop ; a t. the molt ag ile man of the

company would not have Ptopt or outdone him in the
i
‘

dance.



CHRISTIS KIRK OF THE GRENE .

Plafefute he bob it up with b endis,
For Maid he made requiefi ,

He é lap quhill he lay on his Iendis,

But ryland he wes prieli ,

Q i bill that he 1 oifl ed at bayth endis,

For honour of the feilt

At Chrifi is Kirk, &c .

That day.

Syne Robene Ray
772 b eg outh to

7”revell,
And Downy till h im drug g it

a He lap ] Leapt. - B. G ibfo
‘
n l

'

ays g rav ely, that the

word lap fig nifies lapt, or fl ipped, from the C imbric word le

pid , lmg ua , i . e . lambenda bibere.

’ Noth ing is more v ag ue or

fanc iful than etymolog ical der iv ations . No Scotfmanbut

knows, that lap is the perfect of the v erb to leap. The Oh

v ious fenfe of the
'

paffag e IS, He lap and capered
'

fo h ig h ,

that he fell at h is leng th}and, in irifin‘g ', was fo prell
'

ed, that

after th e well known vulg ar Scots phrafe,
—he

2’ Ogfieg
'

J fig/Zed, or coug hed “
at baith ends, (i . e.

broke w ind)in honour of the feafi.

” A coarfe, thoug h

molt humorous p ic
‘

ture

m Revel/J Beg an to turn riotous.

n D rug g z
’

t.] D rag g ed Downy towards him.



.17 2 CHRISTISKIRK OF THE GRENE ,

Let be, quo 7
1
0k, and 0 caw

’
d him jay ell,

'

And b e the tail] him fi tug g it,

The kenly 9 cleikit to the cav ell,

Bot, lord, than how thay
f lug g it l

Thay partit manly with a f nev e ll,

G od wait g if hair was rug g it

Betwix thame

At Chrifiis Kirk, 8te .

VIII.

Ane b ent abow,
fic

1

1 lturt coud fle ir him

a G rit lkayth wes
’
d to haif {kard him

,

He

0 Cdmu
’
d [Jim j ava/L] Jav

‘

eller ; probab ly a quarrelfome

fellow.

p r ag g a.) Pulled h im by the.tail of h is cloak.

q Clezé z
’

tj I
Snatched up . A common Scots phrafe

Cave/l, or g av el], probably a cudg el or rung .

r Lug g itj Pulled each other by the ears.

I Neve/A] A blow with the fl it—Moll: of the abov e

words, b eing vulg ar, are

~

now obfolete , and not to b e found

in any g lofl
'

ary . The ir meaning , howev er, may eafily b e

conj ectured.

t Start ] Trouble ,
'

dillurbance, v exation. G. D . p . 4 t .

u Stair him ] Mov e , or prov oke h im.

Gritfi aytb quer
"
d.] It would have b een dang erous, or

attended with ikaith, to have ikar
’
d or hindered him.
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Sa wes the will of God, trow I,
d For had the tre b ene trew

,

Men faid, that kend his archery,
That he had 6’ flane enow

That day,
At ChriftisKirk, 8m.

X .

Ane hafiy f henfure , callit Hary,

Q iba wes ane archer g heynd,
5 Tilt up a taikle withoutentary,
i That torment fa him teynd ;

I wait not quhider his hand could

Or the man was his freynd,

d Had tbe tre ]

i

Tree, or wood, b een true ; had the bow

been proof.

6 Tbat be bad flame ] z
'

. e. That h e would, or mi g ht hav e

flain many a one . The Old Scots frequently ufe the pluper

feet Of the indicat iv e, In place of the imperfeft of the fubjunc

ti ve.

f Hen/um ] W e
‘

find no fuch Scots word. 3 B. G ibfon has

it Hyman,without any authority . It feems to be a contemp

tuons ep ithet ; perhaps a
“

érag g ndocbz
'

o.

g Heynd. Expert, handy . G . D .

b Tzlt up. Fitted up without delay h is tackle,
“

hi s bow

and arrow.

2 Tnut torment j k bim teynd ] That torment orv exation

fo an
'

g red
~

him ; from th e Ang lo Saxon tene, or teen, ang er,

rag e. G . D . p 57. I o.
—B. Gibfon h as i t, I trow the

men was tien.
”
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’

175

‘

For heefchapit, t throw michts ofMary,

As man that na ill meynd,

But g ude ,

At Chriltis Kirk, 8m.

Then Lowry as ane lyon lap ,

And fone a 1 flane can feddir,

He

5 a orw mic/It: q ary .] Throug h the power and afiifi

ance of St Mary
—A common fay ing .

The foreg oing fig ures are introduced with g reat humour,
and happily v aried : Tozfie

’
s

\

folemn More/co ; Steven
’
s entry ,

or h i g h dance ; and Platefizte
’
s

i

/ Zzndang o with [Wan/d, h is

downfall, and m ifbehav iour, are al l hig hly com i c . Ag ain,
th e aukwardnefs of the bmnnzen, {howing that they had quite

fallen out Of the ufe of manag ing the bow, is fatirifed in

the‘ keene lt
‘

ftrokes of
i

irony . The ferions afl’ec‘ted g rav ity Of

th e poet, particularly in hi s arch reflection, Such was
‘

the

will Of Prov idence ,”&c . are fine Ironi cal touches.» The

whole {hows that the ~ poet
'was mail er ~ Of ev ery fpecies of

humour and ridicule ,

Wh eth er he takes Cer‘vanteryfer
‘iow air,

O r [a ug nr a
'

nd fhakes in Rabe/a ir
’
eafy chair.

Th efe g reatmafiers Of ridicule l iv ed a century
- later than

King James, whofe g enu ine v ein Of humour flows full and
‘ i l l a

entire from h is own nat ive g enius. G enius is confined toe s J I I

no ag e ’
nor cl ime.

I And foon feathered an arrow.
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'OF THE GRENEI

He m hecht tO“

perfs him at the pap,
5 Theron to we

l

d a weddii',

He hit him on the eewézme a‘ wap

It baft lyk ony b ledder

But
‘

fua his fortune was and hap,

His doub lit
‘

wes maid'

of ledder,
i

And faift him

At Chryltis Kirk, See .

in [fee/IL] Promifed, meant to hit h im on the pap .

n To
’

w ed, or vibrant] TO pledg e
—TO wad a we

‘

dder,

feems to b e to pledg e or wag er a wedder. Hence a wnafit,
"

Q

or 11and g iv en inpledg e .

It may b e conj eéture
’d, t hat,when'

archery was in vog ue

among fi: th e lairds or g entry, it would b e a common .paltime

to lhOOt at butts forpr i z es ; and that~ a fhé ep or
'

wedder, or}

in other words, a dinner, as at prefe
‘

nt,
~mig lit be the 7co

‘inf

r
’

nOn pr i z e or ti rlt

parliament, a lludes probab ly to fuch a eufibin . It ena
’

éts,

That wha ufes mot a rchery , On ~ the ‘
a ppointed holy day s

for fhooting , t he Ja im
'
of the land, or

'

flyergfig ’ . fall raife of
o l

h im a wedder.

”

b
‘A on tbe éins nel j Awell kn

‘

ownSc‘ots phrafe for a
blowti elly ,

’

a firoke
"

iiot deadly,making afound like
that made on a blown- up bladder.
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1 78 C HRISTIE; KIRK?OF
“

THE ORE
-

ME

’

IIIII;

A x
yaip young man, thatfl udehim neifl "

Lous
’
d aff a fchOtt with

’

yre
'

,

He y ettlit the
D

Z born in at the breiii ,
’

The bolt flew ou
’
r the byt e ,

Ane cry
’

d fy ! he had
fi

flane ab prie it

A myle beyond ane myre

Then bowand 5bag fra him he ke ift,
And fled

“

as ferfs as fyr

Of fl int,
At Chrifl i

’

s Kirk, Sec.

as r ape ] Or ya ip

’

; e ag
er, ready, alert. G . D . p . 409.

y f

’
E ttled t/ie tern] He tried or

”
a imed to {hoot th e lad in

the breafl .

z Bern ] Ba irn, often for a young man, as in G . D . 439.

i

a Thebelt ] Shaft, or arrow.

6 F} I)?newfinne n p ie/t] ThewOrPt '

or molt atroc ious
of all murders.

c B ag ] The qui v er tvh idh
‘

h eldhis arrows.

S ince the introdut‘tion Of fire - arms, theme Of the bow in

war
:
is now quite laid afide , and ev en as an exercife of fport

may probably b e
'

foon forg otten. There remainsfrill one,
and

,

only one foeiety ‘

inthiszking dom, where archery is kept
4 ‘

up,
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X IV.

W ith forks and flails -thay
l

lent g rit flapp
’

is,

And flang tog idder lyk d frig g is,
W ith 6’ boug ars Of barni s thay heft b lew kappis,

Q ihyle thay of f b ernismaid brig g is
The g re ird rais rudely with the rapps,
5 Q ihen rung is wer layd on rig g is,

The wyfli s cam furth with cryis and clappisg .

5 LO qubair my lyking lig s,

Q IO thay,

At
‘

Chryfl
'

is Kirk, fix .

up, the Royal company qf
'

z frcl'em, wh ich always did, and at

prefent can boal
’
t of hav ing th e ch ief of th e Scottifh nob il ity

and g entry inrolled among lt its memb ers . Long may th is

anc ient infiitution flourifh ! and the manly exercife of the

bow, the care of f0 g allant a
\

monarch as James I. b e pre
é

ferv ed, and tranfmitted
'

down to late l’t poll erity !

d Fr zlg g irj i . e. They b ickered or pelted each other with
ilones.

e Bang e r: cf barm
'

rJ Rafters of barns dang as blue caps

f Of berm ma id b ig g ie] Made bridg es Or il epp ing - ftones

(according to the Scots phrafe)Of the b
'

erns or lads that fell

down.

b When rung n ] Were
”

laid acrofs their backs, or ri g g ing s:

z
’

where my lov e lie
‘

sg



i IZBO vCHRISTIS KIRKOFKTHE GRENE.

X V.

Thay g yrnit and. k lait g ird with g rainis,1
‘

Ilk g oflip udeij g riev it,

Sum fl rak with zfiing s, Tumg atherinftainis, ‘

Sum fled and 373 ill mifche vit;

The men/2m ! wan within twa wainis,

That day full weil ff he prev it,
For he cam hame with 0

.unb irlt bainis,

Q ihaire fech
'

taris wermifchievuz ,

For ev ir,

At Chrifl is Kirk, Sec .

He ich Hate/Jon with a fi hrfli l ryfs,

To r red can throw thame rummill,

l: La it g
i
n

-

eff] Let driv e, or g av e a ll rbke. G. D . From

the A. Saxon g erd, to {trikewith a rodor {tick

I 111: g ofip] Companion, g riev ed or hurt his neig hbour.

en 11! nzz
’

fcbien
’
d] Sore

'

hurt,
'

OI
‘ b ru ifed.

n He [t reuth ] i . e. Prov ed himfelf a

/

cautions man, that

'

a bainrj .

’

‘

Unbruifeel homes.

4 Hifi ! Giff -J A haz el rung of fapling . Rye? fig nifies

young , or b ranch
-wood.

r
‘

To rent] To feparate or part the combatants, he rum-a

i

bled or rulhed throug h them;
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as; CHRIsTIs KIRK OF THE O RENE

He 4
g art hisfeit defend hisfi eld,

The far fairer It fet him,

t yle he wes pait out of all
5
ploid,

0 He fuld bene fwift that gat him

At Chrifiis Kirk, SCC,

XVIII.
I

The tawnfoutezn in g riefwes d bowdin,
His wyfe

6’ hang inhis
‘

waifl ,

His body wes with b lud allf brjowdm,

’

He g rainit lyk (
ony g aifl ;

Hir g litterand hair that -wes full g owdin,
Sa hard in lufe h im i

f laid,

a u i ng art ananag aneanand;
'

It
"
fet oi‘ b ecame h im

better to take to his heels than t o fig ht. - Th e humour here

6 PMall Out of all challeng e or Oppofition.

c He would hav e been fwift of foot that could lay hold of

l

Ir
‘

d Borwd
’

z

‘

n, or earthen] Full of, or fwelled with G

e Hung at, or clung to h iswaifl .



CHRISTIS
’

KIRK.

’

OF
'

THE
”
GRENE .

‘

That for hir fake he wesna 6 yow
'

din

Seven mylo that he wes chailt,

And mair, .

At Chriltis Kirk, &c.

The nzillar wes Ofmanly mak,

To me it
\

him ,wes na i m
i

owis,
’

Thai durfl not ten cum him to tak,

Sa é nowitit he thair pow
’ is

The 1 bufchment hailI about him brak,
And b ickert him with bows,

Syn traytourly b ehind his back

They bewit him on the I”howifs
Behind,

At Chriltis Kirk, 8m.

6 Probab ly tired.

i No moanin ] NO fport , or j el
’
c.

16 Sa now itit, or noytit thair , powir, ] - From to hurt.

1 we oufibnzent naill ] The whole body lay in ambufh,

and broke forth on h im. G . D .

nz

i

0n toe bowie, or houg h s.



as}; CHRISTIS.

'

1K
‘

IRK“

OF zTHn-G RENE;

Twa that wonberdfinen of the herd,

Ran upon udderis .lyk raminis,

Than followit fl feymen richt unaifeird,
Bet on with barrow trammis,

But qubair thair 0

g obb is wer ung eird,
Thay g at upon the P, g amrriis,

Q phyle b ludy berkit wes thair baird,
As thay had worriet lammis

Maift lyk,

At Chrifl is Kirk, 85C.

X X I.

The fwyoe; keit up a hideous yell,

When all thir younkeris yokkit,
Als ferfsas ony Tfyre flaug hts fell,

r Freiks to the field thay flokit ;

Th e ,

L

a Feymenj Unhappy , mifchievous. G . D . -Foolifh

Stone.

0 Gobbzr, or g obble fwere nng ez rd.] Where the ir cheeks or

g abs were bare zor
t

undefended.
s

p They , g ot
‘

upon the g onznn
'

r,
‘
or g ums.

g EyreflnuntrJ Flafhes of l ig htning .

I

Li g ht
-headed, freakifh, forward fellows, G .

D .
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XX II.

c yn thay had
x b erit lyk baitit bullis,

And y branewod Z
‘

brynt in bails,

Thay

in the fev enth line h ere ;
'

nor would he hav e ufed the word

g round, both in the fixth and fev enth l ine, b efides the abfur

dity of Tom Ta ilor
’
s firfl fall ing to the g round, and then his

wife h itting h imto the g round, and, laflly , felling h im

Th e brideg room broug ht
‘

a p int of
”
a ile,

And bade the pyper drink it
D rink it, quoth h e, and it fo Ila ile ,

Afhrew me if I th ink it.

The bride her maidens flood near by,
And faid it was not blinked,

And Bartag afie , the bride fo g ay,
Upon h im fall lhe winked

Full foon that day.

The nonfenfe and aukward
,
abfurdity of th is (fpurious flan

z a is fo obv ious, that it is to be .wonderedxhow1G ibfon
'

could

~

adept it as g enome

x Beriti] Perhaps bearded or baited each other, l ike

bulls.

y Brdnewod] Of ‘

diflempered in the ir brains.

2

now
‘

quite
'

Obfoletea



CHRISTIS KIRKOF THE GRENE .

Thay wer als meik as anyin
‘

ulis

a That mang it wer with mailis

6.
For faintnefs tha forfochtin fulis

Fell doun lyk flauchtir failis ,

And frefch men cam inand d hail’d the dulis,
And 6 dang tham doun in dailis

’

f Bedene,

At Chriltis Kirk
,
8m.

X X III:

a hen all wes done
, D z

'

é with ane aix

Cam furth to fel l a g fuddir,
‘

(b od

a Mai l ax males , that are tired, and mang ed or g el led

with mails or heavy burdens .

“

b Forfocbtifz f i e/in ] Thefe fools that had tired themfelves

with fig hting .

c Fell ly é flauobtz
’

rs
’

lrj Or turfs, call;with a fpade Well
known in Scotland, called theflaacbter j jbade.

”

d Hafl
’
d i lJe (la/in ] A W ell known phrafe at foot ball .

When th e ball touches the g oal or mark, the W inner calls
out, Ha il ! or it has hailed the dale, or dail.

.
f' D ang them down. in heaps.

f E arlene, or badg e”, infiantly
'

; out of hand.

g Fadir, orfittbirj A load or
'

heap .
—Per

'

haps fromfl atl y

a vul g ar Scots word for plenty, or many in number.
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Q Iod he
,
qubair ar you b hang it lmaia;

Rycht now wald flane my b ruder

His wyf had him g ahame , _

i G ib g laiks,
And fa did Meg his muder,

He turnit and
‘

g aif
'them bayth thair k paikis,

For he duri’t ding name udir,

At Chrifiis Kirk of the G rene that day.

5 Th is ep ithet is now obfolete .

4

i G ibby g la z i n ] L ig ht- headed, foolilh brag g aa
’
ocbz

'

o.

For wh ich he g av e th e women th e ir pal /i f , or a drub

b Ing , as he durlt not ding or encounter any others .

F I N I S.
~

The foreg o ing notes were written prior to the pub l ication

of Mr Ca llefzder
’
5 edition of the poem of Cbrg/l

’
5 Kirk, with

wh ich work th e prefent fcarcely interferes. Th e learned

etymolog ical x
refearch es of that g entleman tend to Open a

more Important objec
‘

t to view, by
~ endeav ouring to trace our

old Scottiih lang uag e , and its parent the Ang lo
- Saxon, up

to
‘
the radical and univ érfal lan g uag e of mankind, b efore

their difperl ion from the plains of Sbi fmnr . A v ery ample

field, it mu ll b e for etymolog ical learning .
—The

preterit humble effay a ims only; at the illultration of the fenfe

and defig n ofKing s Poem.
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I I90 3,

and of g reat pleafantry, it is with peculiar fatisfac

tion I feiz e this opportunity of
i

doing juli ice to his

memory, in g iv ing teftimony to his b eing the au

thor of the Gentle Sbepbera
’

,
which

,
for the natural

cafe of the dialog ue , the propriety of the charac

ters, perfectly fimilar to the paitoral life in Scot

land, the piéturefque fcenery, and
, above all

,
the

fimplicity and b eauty of the fable , may juftly rank

among i
‘

t the molt emment paltoral dramas that our
own or any other nation can b oai’c of. Merit will

ev er b e followed by detraction.
«The envious tale

that the Gentle Sbeplz erd was the Jomt compofition

of fome wits with whom Ranj ay converféd
,
is with

out truth . It mig ht b e fufli cient to fay, that none

of thefe g entlemen hav e left the fmalleft frag ment

beh
ind them that can g ive count

'

enance to fuch a

claim. W hile I paffed my infancy atNewball, near

Pentland Hills ,
i

where the fcenes of this pafioral

poem are laid, the feat ofMr Forbes , and the refort

ofmany of the literati at that time , I well remem

b er to have heard Ram/fly recite , as his own pro

duction, different fcenes of the Gentle Sbepberd,

particularly the two firft, b efore it was printed. I

b elieve my honourable ,
friend Sir yames Clerk of

Rennycw
’

le; where Ranyay frequently refided, and

who I know
'

is polle ifed of leveral orig inal p oems

L
cornpofed by him, can g ive the fame teftimony.

.

P. S.



191

l

P. S. The above note was fhown to Sir yanze:

Clerk, and had his approbation. By the late death

of that g entleman, not his friends only, but the

Pub lic, hav e loft a valuable member of fociety. To

an innate g oodnefs of heart, and fimplicity of man

ners, was joined in him a fuperior taffe in the fine

arts in architeéture, fculpt
'

ure
, paintin g , and mu

fic . built from a plan defig ned

b
'

y
‘ himfelf

,
is an illultration of thefimplex nzundltiir,

the plain» and e leg ant f
’
tile in architecture . The

difpé fition of the g rounds, the woods ,
lawns

,
wa

ter, and ornaments
, are the refalt of a chalte and

e leg ant talte ,
’

formed on the julteft rules.

Ser fvare nzodum, finenzg ue tueri,
Naturanzg ue f‘eg ui.

This fmall tribute is “

due to his memory, from

one whom he long honoured with his intimate

friendlhip.
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. D I S ' S E R T II ‘

T I O N

T H E
'

V l l J

0

i

N'

oflras nec erIIbuit Silvas habitare Thalia.
l t

i t‘ .

‘F { l I

3 i
’

u

'

t
'

l n .

E
ri

'
i

g ei nus of has, In everyage ,

ofrude antiquity/fi fe ful
’ficient proofs Thé pé evifh

doubt ehiért’ained b“y
f
for

‘

ne of their authenticity,

As g enum
p
e i emains ofGelfié Poetry,tHe Poems of

Olliai
i
wIll continue to‘ be admired as

‘loii g as there

{hall remain‘iatafié for thefué lzme ndoedntgful.
‘



196 D I S S E R T A T I O N O N

The Scoitifh s c dOes no lefs henour
’
to the

g enius of the country. The o ld Scottifli fong s

have always been admir

/

ed
t
for the wild

, pathetic

fweetnefs which difting uifhfl
es

i

them from the muhe

of every other country. Imean, in this Effay, to

Iranianthé » a
‘

era of idut

and to trace the b illory of our mufic down to mo

dern times . In a path fo untrodden, where fcarce

a track is to b e feen to lead the way, the fureft

g uide I have to follow 13 the mufic itfelf, and a

few authorities which our old hil’corians afford us.

After utmolt'I a1m ! at .is probabilityg x and,

perhaps, by fome hints , I may lead others to a

more direft road.

uu ‘
. II fi f e .

“Jl ad 23 7 i L
)

.

f i I I .) and affi rm I

1?n their artlefs fimplic
i

ty, it is ev ident, that
l

the Scottifh me lodies are derived from '

very remote

a
gr
iquigy m

The vuld g r go rg eaure, 3
that

i
Da
§
1ld

e z
'

omg either h et QQmPQfg rj ot“,

reformer of the
J ( Ll - flu ‘H U I

i g p g lfllf jfo%3 g
_

r

“
ll-lads; Of. *A )

12\\
e
i 1
13893; Jggifg liy SEWIEFI,I

that
,
Inee

'

d fay very little Ito,confute It. That the1 1

1
d l s d L ‘ J L J d-h l u j . x i : a il- J . 5 9 d l

fcienceg fInufic Was well underflood and that we
( V

I L J ot
-

I L} 1 L V \A { 4 L I .
2
1 l J G .

i
‘

hadd g jteafimaIters, t il {theorilts anddpg r
fg xmers,t .I I I J I I i i J I J z u I l ,

’

. J

13

net even extolled as a
g reat performer nor does

tradition



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


198 D I S S E R T AT I O N O H '

the ufe of any mufical infirument b eyond that ofa

very limited fcale of a, few natural notes, and prior

to the knowledg e of any rules of artificial mufic,

This conj ecture , if folid, mufi carry themup;_to '

a

hig h period of ant iquity“

I I I .

The moft ancient of the Scottilh fong s, {till pre
'

é

ferved, t are ex tremely fimple , and
‘

v oid of all artI

Theyconfift of one meafu re o nly, ,
and have no fe

cond part, as the later or more modern airs have.

They mull , therefore , hav e been compofed for a

v ery fimple inftrument, fuch as the ilhepherd
’

s re ed

or pipe , of few notes
, and of the j plain diatonic

faci le, without ufing the femitones, or {harpsand

flats. The dill ing uifhing [train of our old melo s

dies 13 plaintive and melancholy and what makes

them foothing and affeéling , to a g reat deg ree , 13

the conltant ufe of the concordant tones,the third
and fifth of the fcale , often ending upon the filth

,

and fome of them an the fix th c f
‘

the fcale a By
this artlefs f’c

i

andard ' fome of our o ld Scottilh
‘

melo d

dies may b e
'

traced 5
‘

fuch as Gil Morita—77957 4

thew—Hap me evi
’

t/Jy péttycoat
—d

i

niean the
'

oldfets

of thefe 'a

’

irs;as the laft air, i
which I take to be one”

of our oldel
’
t
j

fong sn is lo moderni z ed as fcarce to

have a. trace

J

of its ancrent fimplicig u
.
The fi

‘mple

orig inal



TH
’

E SC O TT I S H MU S I C . 1 99

orig inal air is {till fung by nurfes In the country ,

as a lullaby to {till the ir bab es to fleep. It may b e

faid, that the words of fome of thefe fong s denote

themto b e -of no v ery ancient date : But it is well

known, that many of our old fong s hav e , chang ed

their orig inal names, by b eing adapted to more

modern words.
l o Some old tunes have a fecond

part but it
'

is
'

only a, repetitl on of the firft part on

the h ig her otftave ,
and tliefe additions are proba

b ly of more modern date than the tunes them,

fielv es.
l

That the fc ience of Mufic , and the rule
'

s of

c ompofition, w ere k nown among fl us b efore t he

J sth c entury, is .certain. Kin
’

g
fi

j
f
ames {be Fhfi of

S cotland is celebrated by all the Scottifh hifiorians,

not only
'

as an ex cellent performer,but as a g reat

theorifi: in Mufic , and a compofer
l of airs to his

own v erfes. Hic etenimin mufica (fays Fordun)
in artis perfeé

’

tione , in tympano et choro, in ,
,pfal

terio et org ano, ad fummae perfeél ionis mag i

fien um, natura creatrix , ultra
‘

humanam aefiima~

rtionem,
ipfum v iv aciter decorav it.

’
Scoticbronmgpl.

2 . 1ib. 1 6. cap. 28.
-Fordun has awhole chapter, gthe

. 2 9th of his hi flory, on King James
’
s le-arnIng and

knowledg e In the ancient
’

G reek, as well as In the

more modern fcales / ofmufic, which, for itS ‘ Cur10 ~

(1t



fity, is worthy to beflread by the
rmodern t

a

heori
‘

ljts‘

The next authority isfi
‘
abzz

'

AMaj qn, who
bra tes a

-

poet,

admirab le, p erformer of .mufic . Majoq aflirnis,
that, . inv his Itime, ,the jverfes ~ and ‘

fong s _

of
J

“

tll
_at

Prince were efieemed among fl: the tfirlb ofthe Scot~

tilh melodies.
» 5I {hall g ive the wholéipafl

'

ag
'

e

In v ernacula ling ua artificiofiffimus compofi

tor ; cujus codices
‘

pluriI
'

n i, ez
‘
can

’

tz
'

lenae, memoriter

adb
'

uc
‘

apu
'

d Sco
‘

z
'
os .

~i7iter primer:babéntza
r
.
l—Artificiq

b fam tcanti lerianr
w(compofuit)

”
Ear lfi n, 86C, et._iu

‘2Eun
'

dum artifici ofumque ,

illum :canttrm;at Beliq rz,

quem
'

aliifderDa/keth et Garg eil
fmutai'é fiudué .

runt,
'

qma In
'

arce,aut Camera; claufus
’

fervaba.

tur,
‘ in quamulier

'

cummatretxhab i
'

tabat.
’

It
'
is .a

‘ pity that '

n
’

either'the w
‘

ords
i

fnor the
”mufi

'

c

of thefe ce leb iate
'

d J ballads
i

havef come ’d n
i
tb e

us.

According to
'

the hiftorian
, the laft

'm
‘

uft'have fbee
i

n

full of humour, and extremely popular hiswords
imay imply, that feveral parodies o r imitations of

t he fubj eét; had been made ,
”

which timehas like.
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wife lapoem of Sir R ichardMaitland
'

ofLething a

ton
,
father

,
to the famous

,
Secret

,
ary Maitland, are

entitled, To b e fung to .the tune . of the °BankI «of

Helicon.

’
This mull: have b een a well -known

tune z oo years ag o , as it
}
was fung to fuch popu

lar words ;; but it is .now.
loft.

‘

It cannot ex il’tu m

der other words, as ~ th e o metrical fianz a of the

1

Cherry and the Slae is fo particular, that
'

I : know

no air at ~ t
'

his
‘

day that could b e adapted to it. W e

find alfo
,
in old books, many, names of fong s, .yet

ne ither of
b
th

’

e v v erfes“or tunes ‘
do we

'

k now any

thing at this day. Gav in D oug /as, in his p rolog ue

to the t eth ZEneid, - recites the beg inning words of
three

‘

well -known fong s in his time , 1480 , thus :

The fch ip failts ov er the falt fame,

W illfbring th ir merchandis and my leman hame .

’

I will be b lyith and l icht,
My heart is lent upon fa g udly wicht}

i

t I come h idder to Wow.

’

And, in the prolog ue to I 3 thEneid,

The jolly day now dawis.’

In the fame way a g reat many of King James
I.
’
s poetical pieces are now loft, or, perhaps, as

his
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his poem of Cbri/i
’i Kirk of ibe Green, may erro

neoufly b e afcribed to others.

It may be fufpeéted, from the above hig t train

ed authorities, that -hIs countrymen hav e rather al

lowed themfelves to b e carried too far in difplay
ing the qualifications of theirKing . I than,how

ever, produce the teftimony of a foreig ner, a cele

b rared author
, who does James {till more honour

than th e writers of his own country ; and
, fing u

lar as the propofition may appear, I iball endea

vour to prove , that the Scottiih me lodies, fo
'

far

from b e1n
'

g e itherinvented or improv ed by an [tw

lian mafier, were made the models of. Imi tatIon in

the finefl: vocal compofitions of one ofa th
’

e
‘

g reatefl:

mafiers of compofitIon In Italy.
1

The celeb rated Carlo Cefuala
’

o, Prince of VenO J

fa, formerly famou s : as the place
f
of

birth OfHorace , flourifhe
'

d ab out themiddle or to

wards the end of the 1 6th century, and died in
1 6 1 4 . Blancanw, in hisCbreneleg ia Mat/Jema i‘ieorum,

thus difting uifhes him Themoft nob leCarolus

G efualdus, Prince of V enufium, was the prince

of muficians of our
‘

a g é ; he hav ing recalled the

R ift/m e i
f

n
lt

'

o muhe
,
introduced “fuch

”

a {tile of

W J
modulation,
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ON
I

modulation, that other mufiCIans yi elded the pre ,

fe
'

rence to h im and all fing ers and players on

iiring ed inftruments
,
layi fide that of others

,

every where eag erly einbr his m
'

ufic —He

is
‘

alfo celebrated by Merfennus
,
Kircher,

i

'

and al

moft all the wri ters Of that ang e y as one of the Inofl:

learnedand g reatefl: cornpOfers of vocalmufic
'

in his

time .

To apply this account of the Prince O I V enofa
.

to the prefent fubj eét.
—Alej a i za

’
ra Tel/571i , in h is

Perfier i D i fvezfi ,
lib . I O . thus expre ll es himfe lf

W e may
‘

reckon
’

among 113 moderns . j
’
a ii zer King

a)
” who not

‘

only compofed
'

manyfaered

pi ecesxof. v obal rnufic ,
'

but
‘

alfo , of himfe lf, i i z
‘venz

ea
’
a neat). kind of mizyz

'

e,

‘

plaiizz
‘i fve and melancholy ,

a
l

gferem
‘

from a ll other in which he has f ew

imitated. by Carlo G efualdo , Pl
‘ l7l 6’8 of Veaefa ,

‘
.wlIo , in our ag e has improv ed Inufi c

'with new

a nd admirable
" inv enti ons f,

’

SIr J. Hawkins, L
vo l. 3 . p . 2 1 2 .

i D

fl“ Noi angora pofiiamo connumerar, tra nof’tri, j acopo

Re di S
’
coz ia, che non apur cq/e [acre in err

ata, ma

trov a da
/

fe fiefl
'

o, una
‘

nuova mtifica, lamentevele e mafia ,
‘
J
’ Hi gfi re

‘

ai‘e da
'

taite l
’
altiio. Nel d éhe l

poi
”

e
; R

’

ato
t

imitato
'

d
'
a

l
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’

Italian mufic itfelf .b
’

efOre the
”
”

Prince ofVenola
’
s

time, as I {hall attempt to illul
’
trate .

It is at this day no long er a queftron, that the

art of compofition
'

in p arts, or what is called bar

many , is the invention Of the moderns ; but by

whom inv ented, or at what particular aera, is not

IO clear. As the cultivation O

fl

fmodern muho was

chiefly among the ecclefiail itzs, on account of the

church ferv ices daily in ufe to b e fung by them,

the rules o f harmony undoub tedly took their rife,
andwere Improv ed among them. Guido d

’Arez z e,

a Benedit‘l ine monk, ab out the b eg inning Of the

elevenih
,
century, is, by many authors, faid to

hav e reformed the fcale
, by Introducing the lines

and the notatIon
'

on them by poInts, infiead of the

letters
‘

Of the alphab et, formerly inme 5 from which
the name of caurzz

‘
erpoin

‘

t
,
for the art of tcompofi

tion in parts, is
,

deriv ed. From that period, i t

was by deg rees improv ed, until Itwas broug ht to
perfeétion In» the g o lden ag e Of the refloration Of

other polite arts and fciences in Italy, the Pontifi

cate Of Leo X .

'

At ,this time floui ifhed tlie v ene

inthe fame century, thoug h Jater, the Prince fl of

Vpnofa, mentIoned ,
abo

fi

ve .
o

x As;the produjétions r p f'

a harmonifi a nd; thoroug h -mafiem
/

of’ gthe g artt of

counterpoint.
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counterpoint, the compofitions Of even

at this day, {trike us with admiration by the ir art

ful fug ues, and the
'

full and fub lime harmony of

the ir parts. Nothing in the church fi ile
,
except

the g randeur and loftinefs of the chorufes of the

late g reat ,Handel, can ex ceed them : .Y et
,
Ino ne

g reat point, the mufic of Pale ltrina is deficient.

W e may b e entertarned with the artful contrivance

and learning of a well wroug ht fug ue, or elevated

by the harmony of a full cho ir of VOIces
, yet {till

melody or air is wanting in the mufic Of.the v ene

rable Palefl
'

rina. To any perfon v erfant in the

compofitions of ~ the g reat matters of harmony In
:

Pa le ltrina
’

s time , .the re will appearthe fame fi ile
’

,

artful contrivance, and learning , running throug h
every

- fpecies Of
'

their
'

compofitions their maj a
’

r,

moletti , and canom. The harmony is

full, but they a
‘

re
‘

déficient

”ck ~Althoug hPalefiri‘na iswith propri ety {ti led th
’

e

U

Fa
’

ther
'

Of Harmony In Italy,
"
as, by the folemn g randeur of h is

harmony , and fine contriv ances, he certainly carr ied the
l

a
‘
rt zof counterpo int far beyond any th ing known b efore th e

ag e of Leo
’

X . yet it is
{

but Jultice to fay , that harmonic

c
‘

ompofition flouriihed In feveral parts of E urope befides Ita

ly, and that there exified fev eral emrnent mail ers, ev en b e

forethe time ofPalefiriha. Lerwif G zliceiardifl , (nephew of

Francis,
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I do not rememb er to Zhav e feen any
'

"
cantata, or:

fong .for ‘ a firig le voice
,
oft he agELbfPaleftrina.

Francis, the h iltorian)who was contemporary W i th Pale

firina, and,
died b efore h im in '

1 c ited by fl ab}?ale Ber,
inh is Critical Refleétions, g ives a l i l

’
t of feveral '

emineht Fle

milh - compofers ; and a dds, that,
n

in h is time , it was the .

practi ce in the Netherla
’

ndg , and had b een a w hom there
‘

'

of long ftanding , to furnifli Europe with muficians.

~

The

Old church ferv ices, that had long b een in ufe. both ia ng g

latid andScotland, fev eral ofwh ich Ii ill exilt, are folid proofs
of the profound knowledg e of our Old compofers In counter

point, b efore the time of Pale itrina. Th e church fervices

of al l/farmer, and . of Te l/i f , who was org anilt to H enry

V III. are orig inal and clearned, andabound in fine haI~ IIio

ny . Geminiam
’

, that g reat mufical

lu
’
s anth em, I call d fl dl is faid to hav e exclarmed, in

rapture , The man who made th is mu ll; hav e b een infpi
v

red l ’ NOlefs eminent was Birde, the fcholar of Tall is ,
and fev eral others mentioned by Morley , in h is Introduc

‘tion

to Practical Mufic, in the numb er of wh ich Morley himfelf
may be ranked. From that time a cont inued fuccefli on of

v ery eminent compofers in th e church ftile , throug h the

re ig ns of Q p een E lifabeth , King James, and Charles I. hav e

Ilourifhed.
- To dig refs a l ittle ‘

On the fubj et
‘t of th e Eng lifh

muhe . The fcience of mufic , from the earlieft ag es , ap

pears to hav e b een rpatrOnifed by the King s of E ng land
h ence the {Indy of muhe b ecame a branch of education,
throug h ev ery rank, from the PriiIce downwards, infomuch

Mt)
that the g ent leman who had not been taug ht muhe wa

s

judg ed
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compofed for fome favourite {lanz a or love verfes

of Petrarcha, Ariollo , or TalIo , commonly in the

married h is citterrz, that’s common to all men.

’ His edi

tors .Upton andWhaley, not underftanding
‘

the manners of

the tune when Ben Johnfon wrote , read the abov e, his ci

j iern or refervoir.

’ —The mufic cultivated for private enter

taInment, at that time, was the Madrig al and G lee , In three

or more parts, many ofwh ich {till contInue to be f ung in fe

v eral focIetIes of v ocal muhe . The ir harmony is
‘

g ood,

thoug h g enerally lang u id and defic ient in aim—The time

was now at hand, when the triumph of harmonywas to
ceafe in E ng land. The puri ty of the times would not ad

mit of fo fuperftitious an appendag e to devotion, as muhe 3

When the
.

Book of Common Prayer, of
‘

Tbanéfg iviflg f , and

Prayer to God, was condemned by the meeting of Woman;

D iviner, as t a g reatMfldrdme toMe preaebiflg of the word ,

9

the choral church ferv ice, of courfe, was expelled. The

Pfalms ofD av id made a narrow efcape : To {trip them,

howev er, of any pretence to muli o'

, it was enjoined the

minili er or clerk,
“to read th e pfalm; line by l ine , before .

the fing ing thereof.
’
In conformity with thefeo rdinances,

the Parhament, 4th j anuary 1644
-

5, repealed the fiatutes of

Edward V I. and Queen E lifabeth,for uniformity in
'

the

CommonPray er, and
“

ordained
‘

the fame to be abolg
’

flz ed and

a
’

I
'

fiI/ed in ev ery church and chapel throug hout Eng land and

Wales. To follow out thefe ordinances, the org ans were

remov edfrom the churches ; and to put an end to
‘

the {lady
as

Neal’s Hill . of the Puritans- Nov. 1644.
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l g zze fiile , _
and of three or four parts. The ma.

drig a1,
'

when fung .

‘

by proper voices, Is foothing

and

as well as practice of church mufic and harmony , the cho

ral ferv ice -books were z ealopfly coll ected t og e
’

ther
’

and de

firoyed. The painted g lafs windows, as favOuring
'

of idola

try ,
"

were broken down. It waswell the church es themfelv es

efcaped demol ition. .The cathedral of St Paul
’
s and other

churches were converted
‘

into barracks and horfe -

quarters,

and the port icoes were leafed out for flIOps. Where had the

mufe ofMilton now takeiI flig ht, who thus exclaims

O let my due feet nev er fa il
Towalk the fiudious cloy llers pale,
And lov e theh ig h embowed roof,

W i th antique p illars malIy proof,

Andfioried w indow: richly dig ht,
Call ing a dim rel ig ious l ig ht ;
There let thepee ling org an blow

To thefall voic
'
a
'

c/Ioir below,

In ferv ice h i g h and a
'

nth ems clear,

As may with fweetnefs th roug h mine car

D ilIolve me into extafies,

And b ring all h eav en before mine eyes.

Happily the reig n of fanaticifm was flIort. Th e year

1660 reftored the l iturg y, and with it
'

re - e llablilh ed the cho -
I

ral church ferv ice, with the org ans and chorill ers. The

Italian Opera had been eftablilhed from the beg inning of the

century in Italy, and had now
'

found it
'

s way iIi to France.
”

Melody,
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and pleafantf ; .but, wanting air, foon b ecomes lan

g uid
‘

and dull A certain proof, th is, that the
’

,
Inu

Melody , ,
in the fong s for a fing le v o ice, with the recitativ e

and chorus, attended with infirumental accompaniments,

were nov eltie s wh ich beg an to b e adopted by the E ng lilh

com
’

pofers. On the Refior
'

ation,
‘

by ‘

the opening of the

th eatres, with muli 'c as the ir attendant; the national tall e be

came much improv ed. Into the folemn, rig id, harmonic Rife,
a m ixture of a i r and melody Was intI oduced. Th e canon, the

madrig al, and g lee g av e wayto airs for a fing le v oice , duets,
and catches, more fuit

‘

ed to the conv iv ial talte of th e E ng lifh.

In the numb er of the old org anifts and chapel
-mail ers, feve

ral fine compo
‘fers appeared. Mufical interludes were intro

duced into the old play s
'

of Shakefpear, and Beaumont and
,

Fletcher. Matthew .liocé, a choril
’
cer orig inally , and t he .

compofer of fome fine anthems, fet to mufi c rec itativ e
'

s and

fong s for the incantation fcenes of the witches in Mod er/I,
‘

wh ich for the exprefiion of the words, particularly in the firl’c
recitativ e , Speak, fpent .“and the folcmnity and

fweetnefs of the fong s, and fullnefs of the chorus, may at:

th is day be efieemed fine compofitions . —Zlf z

'

c/Iael”ff/e, b efides
h is anthems, wh ich are excellent, compofed fome g ood

duets and
‘

catch es : His two -

part fang , Old C/Iiaozz, 13 well

known—Purcell next appeared one of the g reatefi mufi cal

g eniufes that ‘

E ng land or any nation, e ither b efore or {ince

hi s time, canboaltof. Purcellwas fond of the Italian mufic ;
and in that wh ich he compofed for,

the theatre, he certainly
formed

‘

his talte on it. 'In h is fong s there is a m ixture of
recitative but the recitative of /Purcel

‘

l s (as Lock
’
s before

him}
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mufic, wasnot then reg ardedOr cultivated. Har

mony,
‘

and the
’

art Of compofitiOn in parts,
‘ it r

'

nufl:

be confeffed, is
‘

one of the nobleft of the modern

inventions :That a fondnefs, however, for that only,

toalmofl: the total neg leét or exe-lufion of air and

melody inmufic, ihould have univerfally prevailed

arm .
"and Britam, firiée is one of many wh ich

mig ht be mentioned. He was the firi’c who introduced the

trumpet as an accompaniment to h is fong s.
“

I have b een

told by a perfon, who was well acquainted w ith
‘

Hand
'

el
,

that, onhearing one of Purcell
’
s fong s, accompani ed by

G rano on the trum
p
et, that g reat mafter was fo fond of it,

that, i n hi s bpera ofRina/do, the firftwh ich he compofedin

Eng land, h e made the {bug 6 Her 14 tromb
'

zz
’
for G rano,

one of the finefi trumpet fong s that e ser was compofed, or

perhaps ev er will b e compofed, as that noble, martial inllru .

ment is , now neg lefled and laid afide, as too manlyfor / the

foft manners of th e ag e Indeed, the whole operaOf Rin
'

al

do is excell ent, notwithfianding . the ridicule of the Spet
’

ta

tor, wh ich, by the bye, does not afi
'

eét the mufic.
- To con

e lude Ifwe are to look for a g ood national tafl g in mufic,

at any time, in E ng land, I imag ine it In uit be in the com

pofitions Of Purcell, and h is contemporarIes Lock, W ife ,
Blow, &c. To {peak of the merit

‘

of the prefe nt theatrical .

mufic In
fl

Eng land, would [

be rafh : I fhall, therefore, here,

conclude th is dig reflion, wh ich , in an effay on Io defultory

afnb
r
jeé

‘

t asmu fic, will, I hope, be excufed.
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at this time In Italy,is a remarkab le fact We

{hall further illuftrate
i

this from anOther hiltorical

fad: inthe annals ofmufic.

Th e Opera , that nob le and eleg ant fpecies of the

mufical drama, now fo much - improved and cita

b lifhed in mofli of the theatres in Europe, and

which chiefly confilts in air: for afing le v oice, fwith

infiruméhtal accompaniments, was .not known ' in .

Pa léftrina
’

s or the Prince of Venofa
’
s time“ It .

was firft introduced in the b e g InnIng Of the feven

teenth century. The dramatic . poem
‘

of E uria
’
z

'

ce,

made by Ottawa Rimmcini, a
'

Florentine poet,
1

.was

fet
,

to mufic
.
by j acopo Peri, wh

'

o, on 'that occa

fion,
’

1nvented the recitativ
‘

o, OI;mufical difcourfe .
~

The
’

op

'

era of E uridice was firfl: reprefented on the
Q

I l

theatre at Florence In the year 1600
, on occafion

of the marriag e Of Mary Of
‘

Medicis with King
'

Henry IV . ofFrance. What appears mofl: remark

able, IO much was harmonic
'

compofition univer

fally

It is curious to that thePrate Ofmufic
‘

in Eng

land,
'

at the fame period, appears to hav
‘

e been p
’

reeifelyfi

milar to that in Italy, that is, purely harmonic, as may be
feen from the compofitions ofMarbeck, Tall is, Birde, &c.

and, after them, of Henry

u

Lawes, Lauere, and Campion,
I H

down to the Refloration
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{ally eftab lilh ed, that, in the above opera; the
’

r
’

e is

not one air or fong ,for a
‘

fing le ,voice.
'The, whole '

ppera confifts of duetti , terz etti, «cari , and reeitatie a

-TO return to my fubjeét

In the above Rate of muhe in Italy, wemay
fIJppOfe the Scottilh

\

melod1es Of King James Ix had

found their way into that Country. Is it
, then, to

be wondered at, that fuch a g enius as the Prince

Of Venofa ihould b e
‘

firu
'

ck with the g enuine fim-
i r

plicity Of firains wh ich fpoke direétly
'

to the heart,

and that he fhould imitate and adopt
-fuch new and

affecting melodi es, which he found~ wanting in the

mufic of his own country i
‘

, The fweet, natural,

and plaintive {trains of
(

the Old fong Waly tea/y up

ibe bank—Will
, ye g o

'

to the ewe-bag hir,
'

Marion~ -Be

corgfiant ay—and many other of our Old fong s about
:

that ag e,mufl: tOuch the heartOf) ev ery. g emus
,
of

whatev er country,
'

and mig ht ‘ enrich the compo
’

fia

tions of the g reatelt- forel g n
'mafter.

Purpureus lat e qui fplendeat unus et alter

Adl
i

uitur pannus.

l

I hope we {hall fno long er hear the abfurd tale,

that the Scottifhmufic was either
,
irgv.ented, or - im

proved
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who
, at that time , were thoug ht to excel all other

nations in church muhe.

King James is faid to have been a fine performer

on the lute and harp, with which he accompanied

his own fong s Playing on thele infiruments

muf’t
,
by the Prince

’

s example , hav e b ecome ia

fhionab le ; and
, of courfe , a more reg ular and. re

fined modulation in the Scottifh fong s mull hav e

b een introduced.

"

The fimple fcale of the pipe , by
the introduétion of the

i

firing ed inltruments, be

came , In confequence , much enlarg ed, not only

by a g reater ex tent of notes, but by the div ifion of

them into femitones.

in ea peritiflimos alebat. Infuper quae v ocant Org ana qual ia
nunc funt, antea enim v eteribus et nefcio an fatis, ad facram
harmoniam, accommodis cantibus utebantur, tum pr imum

per cumin Scotiam funt adduéta. Tantum vero qu idam

nOPtrates ea in re brev i proficeri, _

ut Ang los (quos aiunt rel i

quis nationibus h ac in arte
'

anteferri) haudquaquam de in

ceps inferiores haberentur. Boetb. Hij i. libf i 7 .
-A'

noble

and irrefrag able tefiimony , th is, of the e li ab liihment and

excellency of chur
'

ch muhe in E ng land and Scotland, in the

t ime of King Henry VI. and f ame: I. ; that is, a century

a"In fono , voe is, et in taétu Citharae l natura) du
/

lciter

et dileétabiliter illum praedotav it
‘

. Fordua, vol. 2. e. 28.
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The g reat aera Of poetry, as Ofmufic, in Scot

land
, I imag ine to have b een from the b eg inning

Of the reig n of King James I. down to the end of

King James V
’

The Old cathedrals and
,

abb eys,

thofe venerab le monuments Of G othic g randeur,
with the chorifiers b elong ing to them, according
to the fplendour of their ritual church ferv ice , we

'

re

To many fchools or feminaries for the cultivation of

muhe . It Inuit b e Owned
,
however, that, .altho

’

the fcience of harmonic muli c was cultivated by ,

the

church compofers, yet as the merit of the church

muhe , at that time
, confided in its harmony ,

only,

the fine flig hts and pathetic exprefii on of our long s

could borrow noth ing from thence .

This was'likewifethe aera of chivalry : The feu

dal fyfiem was then in its full v 1g our.

The Scottifh nobility, pOe iIed Of g reat eltates,

hereditary j
‘

urifdié
’

tions, and a numerous vafi
'

alag e ,
maintainedg

‘in the ir remote cafiles, a Rate and fplen
dour

.
r W ith in th is aera flourifhed Gavin D oug /av, Bit p of

D unkeld, whofe excellent tranflation Of V irg il
’
s JEnei s may

compare w ith Chaucer, the firltpoet of that ag e Bellend
’

en,

arch - dean ofMurray ; D unbar, Henry/5a , Scarf, Montg omery ,
Sir D . Ligzaf/Zzy , and many others, whofe fine poems h av e

b een preferv ed in Banatyne
’
s excellent colleéIion, of wh ich

fev eral hav e been publilhed byAllan Ramfay, in his E ver »
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dour little '

l

inferior-
f to the court iof their king s.

Upon folemn occafions, tilts and tournament; were

proclaimed
,
and held

,

with all the Gothic

g randeur and
"

mag nificence
g

O f chiv alry, which

drew numb ers '

of knig hts and dames to theic fo

lemnities . a poetic , the fub limeWarl en.

’

Illum ining the v aulted roof,

A thouli ind torche s ham’d aloof,

From ma lly cups , w ith g olden g leam;
Sparkled th e red Me the g lin

’
s li rea

To g race the g org eous fe li ival ,

Along th e lofty windowed hall,

The fioried tape l i ry was hung ,

Of aarpr, that, w ith reflec‘led lig ht,
From the proud g allery g littered bright
To crown the banquet

’
s foleinn eloi

'

e ,

Th emes of Br ing/la g lory rol
'

e

And, to the firing s Of v arious ch ime ,

Attempered the /)3 f 03€ rime.

OD E on the Gra ve af [fr/1g Art/xi ;

James IV . and V . Were b oth of them'mag mficent

Princes They kept fplendid courts
, and were

g reat p romoters Of thole heroic entertainments "

Pitfcottie
’
s Hil

'

tory of James IV . Leflie, &c.

W e hav e two fine piéi ures of thefe Princes by two v ery e ,

minent mail ers, wh ich I cannot refifi the pleafure of exh ib it-
i

ing in th is place.
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Seoti, qui in illa ari e praeeipui fant.
’

-To thefe .

fylvan minfl rels, I imag ine we are indeb ted for

many fine . old fong s, which are more varied in ‘

their melody, and more re g ular in thei r compOfi

tion, as they approach nearer to modern times,
thoug h {till retaining their woodvnotes wild.

TO

a“TO frame an idea of the heav en born g enius of the am

c ient minftrel or wandering harper, in a rude ag e, fee D r

Beattie’s fine poem, the Mi iyi
’
rel, Part I.

Song was h is favourite, and hrf’t purfuit,

The wild harp rang to h is adv enturous hand,

And lang u ifh
’
d to his breath the plaint iv e flute

His infantmufe, thoug h artlefs, was not mute.

Meanwh ile , whate’er of beautifii l, or new ,

Sublime, or dreaoful, in earth, fea, or ihy ,

By chance
‘

Or fearch , was Offered to h is v iew,

He fcanned with curious and romantic eye ,

Whate’er oflore tradition could Inpply,

From G oth ic tal e, or fong , or fable Old,

Rous
’d h im, d ill keen to l ili en, and to pry 5

At lalt, thoug h long by penury controll
’
d,

And folitude, h is foul her g races
’

g an unfold.

Part I,

The h it of thefe firolling harpers {was Rory or R oderick

Dall, who , about fifty years ag o, was wellknown and much

carelfed by the Hig hland g entry , whofe houfes he frequent
ed. His chief refidence was about Blair in Athole and

Dunkeld.
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To thewandering harpers we are certainly indebt
ed for that

‘

fpecies Of muhe , which is now fcarcely
known ; I mean the Port. Almofl: ev ery g reat fa

mily had a Port that went by the name of the fa

mily. Of the few that are {till preferved are , Port

Lemzox, Port Gordon, Port Seton, and Port Arbole,

which are all Of them ex cellent in their kind. The

Port is ;not of the martial {train of the more/J , as

fome hav e conj eétured thofe abov e named being
all in the plaintive (train, andmodulated

‘for the harp.

The Pibrae/o, the
'

march or
f battle- tu

’

ne
'

of the

Hig bland Clan
'

r
,
with , the - different {trains introdu

ccd Of the cor
’

onie/y , &c . is fitted for the bag pipe

only : Its meafure , in the
‘

pas g rav e of
‘

the
’

Hig b

land piper , equi pped
“

with his flag and mili

tary enfig ns, when marching up to battle , is {tate

ly and animating , rifing often ~ to a deg ree Of fury.

TO clafs the old Scottilh fong s, according to the
feveral aetas in wh ich'we may fuppofe them to have

b een made , is an attemptwh ich can arife to conjee

ture only, except as, to fuch of them as carry more

certain marks, to b e afterwards taken notice of.

Of

D unkeld.

Q

He was e l’tecmed a g ood compofer, and a fine
‘

performer on the harp, to wh ich he fung In a patheticman

ner. Many ofhis fong s are preferved In that country .
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Of our molt ancient melodies, i have , i n the be

g inning of this elTay , g iv en a few
,
fuch as Gil

M rrz
’

ce, 8m. with what I imag ine to b e the fig

natures of the ir antiquity. To what aera thele can

b e referred, I do not pretend to fay : My conjec

ture , however, is, that, from their artlefs fimpli -l g

city, they be long toan ag e prior toJames I. The

inveftig ation of other preces of ouroldeft mufic, by

the fame fiandard
, may b e an ag reeab le amufement

'

I

to the curious.

From the g enius of King James, his profound

{kill in the prmcrples of mufic , and g reat perfor

mance on the harp, we may efteem him the invent “

or and reformer of the Scottiih vocal mu

‘

fic v Ofi

h is ag e (fome of
'

them v ery probab ly of his corn

pofition)may b e reckoned the .

‘

following
'

fimple;

plaintive, and antient melodies : 7 05k)! and Sandie
—Wa ly waly up the bank

—Hy waking 019 —Be con

fi ant ay—Will ye g o to ewe- bug bz
‘

r, Marion.

From theic, by an r infenfible g radation, , we are
’

led to what I conjecture may b e called the j aw
-

ml ,

epocb of our fong s, thatis, ,
from the b eg inning of

the re i g n of King 7mm; IV. 7mm V. and to the

end of that of .Q g eenMary,with inwhich periodmay
be reckonedthe following fong s, the old trag ic bal

lads
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.

firfi invented and introduced into our oldmufic by
'

thatPrince .

:In the third aera,
[

wh ich comprehends the fpace

of time from (b een Mary to the Re l
’
toration,

‘

may ,

be claifed the followmg fong s, .Throug h . ih
’

e lang

Banker—I’ll neher lea
fve thee—TheBroomof Cana

’
en-e

knows—Down the hurn Dav ie4 fl uld Rolz Morris

Fromthefe we are led to the lall aera, that is

from the R efi oration, to the Union. W ithin this

per
iod

, from the ir more reg ular meafure and more

modern an we may almoll , with certainty, pro

nounce the following fine fong s to hav e b een made
,

An’ thoa alert mine arfn thing
- m 0 a

’

ear minng
’

e
, what,

fal I do—The hu/h xahoon Tra g aae -ifhe leg/l time I
came o

’

er themoor—Mary Soot, thefl ower of Tarofw—q
The bonnyhoa z

fman—Sae merryasweha
’

heen—My
i

dea-g

r ie
’
an

’

than
“

die—She refe and let me ln—My apron,

glear ief
-

rs
-Lov e g

’

: the eaafi of my moarnzng
—Allan

nearer
—There’s my thumb I

’
ll ne

’

er beg uile thee—The

of Pane s milh—Theyellow -ha ir
’

a
’

laddie—j ohnHaj :

We
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-We are not, however, to imag ine , that,
f from

this laft period, the g enius _
of Scottiih mufic had

taken flig ht : That 18 not the cafe .
‘Indeed, the

number of
‘

Scottifh fong s has of late not much in;

creafed ; it, neverthelefs
,
is true , that,fince that

laft period, feveral fine fong s have b een made ,
‘

which will {land the tel’t of - time .
\

'

Among ft thefe

are ,
l

The
‘

kirk: of Invermay—The h anks of Forth
Rqflin \

Ca/21e—The braes of _

Ba llena
’
ine. The two

lalt , were compofed by Ofwald, whofe g enius in

compofition, Jo ined to h is tafte in the performance

of
‘

the Scottilh mufic , was natural and pathetic.

In thus clafiing the fong s, as above , it is obv ia

ous, that no fix ed or certain rules can b e prefcri-w

b ed. Some of thefe old fong s , it is true , afcertain

of themlelves the precife aera to w hich they be

long ; fuch as, Theflofwerr qf the rFore/t
‘

,
compofed

on the fatal battle of Plowden, where the g allant

fame: IV . and the flower of the Scottiih nob ility
and g entry fell

—The Souterr Qf Selkirk, compo ~

fed on the fame occafion 5
—Gilderoy, made on

the

Th i s ballad is founded on the following incident

Prev ious to the battle of Flowden, the town- clerk of Selkirk”

tondut‘ted a band of e ig hty fiaterr,

'

or flioernakers, of that
’

town, who joined the royal army ; and the town
- é lcrk, in

reward
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'

s
‘

5 E a rriA
‘

Tfrib N or:

the death of a famous outlaw- ha
ng ed by j

ames V.

—
°Qgeeen Mary

’
5 Lament —The honny E rleofMar

ray, flain by Huntlie in 1 592 . Ih g eneral, how

cver, ini
fmaking

f Zthofé 7 arrang ements,
"

b efi
'

de’s “the

charaftersrwh iéh I hav e im'

entioned'

; as I know of

no other difi in
‘

g uifhing sharks» fdr 1a~fii redxftan
“

dard,

the only, rule:I could follow
'
l

wias tolfeleétfa few
'

of

the
'

molt undoubted ancient melodiesy
'

fuch asmay

be fuppofed to b e the produétion of the fimplefl;
inflrument

,
of the molt limited the {hep

herd’

s reed ; and thence to trace them g radually
downwardg z to more v ari ed, e artfu lf andv reg ular

modu lations, the compofitions of more polifhed

manners and
'

~ t1mes, and,

'

fti itab le to inftruments of

a more ex tended fcale .

If, in following this plan, I hav e
~b een fuccefs

ful, it will afford entertamment to a mufieal g enius,

to trace / the - fimple Il
'

rains —
of o ur rude ancellors

throug h

reward of h is loyalty , was created aKnig ht - banneret
'

by that

Prince . They foug ht g allantly , andwere moltof th em cut off.

A few who efcaped, found on the ir return, in the fore ll
l

of

Lady wood
“edg e , the w ife of one of their brethren ly ing

dead, and her ch ild fucking h er breaf
’
t. Th ence the town

of Selkirk obtained, for th em arms, a woman fitting upon a

farcophag us, holding a ch ild in her arms ,
in the back

g round a wood ; and onthe farcophag us the arms of Scot

land .
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efcaped the rag e of the Reformers,we find theirmu-s

fic to have confifted entirelyof;harmonic compofia

tions, off our, five , often of fix , feven, and e ig ht;

parts,, a11in .
ftria:counterpoint. Suchwere perfeétly;

fuitable to
'

the folemnity of relig ious Worlhip ; and,
‘

when
"

performed
”

by a full choir of voices, aecom

panied by the org an, mull undoubtedly have had a
:

folemn, and av
'

vful
~
e ifeél: upon a mind difpofed to

devotion. Church -mufic has noth ing .to do with

the pallions. The fi ile of fuch compofition is to

calm the mind, and
m
infpire devotion, fuitab le to

the
l
majefiy ~

of that Being to
’

whom i t
,
1s addreffed.

Nothing , however, can b e more oppofite than fuch

harmonic compofitions to the g enius of love - long s,

which confift in the fimple melody of one hug le

part.‘

It is a common tradition, that, in ridicule sof

the cathedral -ferv ice , feveral of theirhymns were,

by the wits among the Reformed, burlefqued, and

fung as profane ballads. Of this there is fome re-f

maining ev idence. The well-known tunes of 7 0hn

come kjfi me now- Kind Robin Io’es me- h -and
‘

j
f
ohn

Antler/on my j o -are faid to b e of that number.

At the eftab lilhment of'the Reformat ion, one of

the firft
'

pious works of the Reformed clerg y was,

to
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to ’tranflat
'

e ,
. into Scottifh metre , the Pfalms of Da

v id, and to introduce them' into the kirks; to b e

fung to the old church - tunes.

" JohnKnox’

s book

ofpfalms, c alled The Common Tunes , is ftill extant,

d fung
' in the churches, and confifts of four

'

parts a treb le , tenor, counter bafs
‘

. T-he

harmony of thefe tunes is learned and full, and
'

proves them .to be the
‘

work of v ery able mail ers in

the counterpoint.

In order, however, to
'

enlarg e the pfalmody, the

clerg y foon after were at pains to tranflate , into

Scottilh metre , feveral parts of fc
’

fipture ,
’

and fome

old Latin hymns, and other pieces. At the fame

time , as they had no objeétions to the old mufic ,

they made an effort to reclaim fome of thofe tunes

from the profane ballads intowhich they had been
burlefqued, and fung by the vulg ar.

A colleé
’

tion of thefe pieces was printed at Edin.

burg h about the 1 590 , by Andro
'

Hart
,
irf old

‘

Sax

on, or black lettér, under the title of, d
l

éomp
'

endi

ear h ook of g odly and fi iritaallfing s , collec‘tit out of
fundry parts of the feripture, with fundrie of other

ballats, chang ed out of prophainefang er, for avo iding
of finne and harlotrie, Effie.
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,Among it
’

;thefe ballads, ffohn .eomej ki' .rWe now

makes. hi s appearance .fiitippedsindeed ‘ofh is pron

phhned rift, which had promoted3j inne fand harlot

rie
*

; but, in exchang e, .fo Itrang
‘

é ly
fxequipped in?

his pe
'

nitential habit, as
‘

td m ake a f
'

more ridiculous:

fig ure than his b rother Jack, 4 Tab.

As a curiofity, I ihall g ive two orsthr
’

ee

”

of
“

the fian

z as
‘

o
'

fthis new- converted g odlyballad.

John come kit
'

s

,

1me now,

John come kifs me now,

John come kit's me by and by,

And mak na ma ir adow.

The Lord thy G od I am,

That (John)does th ee can

John; repre
’

fentsman,

By g race celelti
‘

al.

My prophets call, my preachers cr
’

y.

John come kifs me now,

John come kifs me by and by ,

And mak na maIr adow.

f To laug h ‘

were want of g odlinefs and g race,

9 And to he g rav e exceeds all power of face

What a {trang emedley ofcanting abfurdity and

‘
nonfenfe ! Such

"

{hocking indecent familiarity, un

der the name of Devotion ! This was the leven,

which,
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mer ; Timotheus played and,
fung his own lyrical

poems and the poet Sir
'

nonides his own eleg ies
'

Quid moéftius lacrymi s Simonidis

exclaims Catullus ; and, infpired with the g enius
ofmuhe , in this fine apoltmphe, cries out our

poet !

And, 0 fad V irg in, chold thy power”
But raife Mufeus from h is bower

O r b id th e foul of Orpheus l ing ,

Such notes as warbled’

on the Itnng ,

D rew iron" tears down Pluto’s cheek,

And made hell g rant what love did feek.

Let us acknowledg e the
'

excelle
'

ncy of the G reek

muhe ; yet as the principles of harmony, , or comi

pofition in parts, feem net to hav e
'

b een known to

them
‘

,
at lead as far as has yet

'

been difcov ered
,

th is ex cellency of the ir mufic muff have refulted

from
'

the natural melody of their airs, exprefiive of

the words to wh ich they were adapted. In this

lig ht, therefore , we j may run a parallel between

the ancient G reek mufic and our ScOttilh meld

dies ; and, in fp1te of the prejud1ced fondnefs
'

wh ich
we are apt to conceive in favour of the ancients,

it
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it is probab le that we do the b elt of the ir muhe no

hurt in clafiing it With our own.

What perfon of rafte can b e mfenfible to the

fine airs of
, I

’
ll nev er leav e thee—AllanWater—An’

thou wer
’

t mine ain thing
—The braes of Ba llendine,

Sec. when fung with tafte and feeling !

Love , in its various fituations of
"

hope, fit‘fi‘fi a

dyappointment, and def/pa ir , are finely exprell
'

ed in

the natural melody of the old Scottilh fo
ng s . How

naturally does the air correfpond with the follow

ing defcription of the refilefs
‘

lang uor of a maid in

love !

Ay wa
’king oh !

Wa
’king ay and wearie ;

Sl eep I canna g et,

For th inking 0
’ my de

arie.

When I fleep, I dream

When I wake, I
’m irie

Reft I
i

hanna g et,

For:th inking 0
’ my dearie.

The fimplemelody of the 01d fong

i s the pathetic complaint of a
'

forfaken maid, ~ be

moaning

Irz
'

e is a Scottifh word that has no correfpondent term

in E ng lifh. It implies that fort of fear which isconceived

‘

by a perfon apprehen five of apparitionsg
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moadifig heffe lf along the
'

late -fi'equen
'

ted h auhts

of her and her lover. (Phe 01d Séottilhword waly
fig nifies wail, or heavy forrow, and lamentation.

Waly! waly ! up th e bank,

And waly ! waly ! down the brae

And waly 'w'

aly ! on yon burnfide,

Where ‘

I and my true lov e did
‘

g ae:

1

Thus Petrarch, in one ofhis beauti ful fonnefs g

Valle”che de lamenti miei fe’ pienc—i,

Flame, che fpefl
'

o del mio p iang er crefei

Col/e che nu p iace ll i, hor mi rincrefci,

Ov
’
ancor per nfanz a amor mi mend

wind v edea
’ l mio b ene l— z

’

n .

How foothing and ‘

plaintive is the lullaby of a

iorfaken mi llrefs
'

over her child,ekpreiféd in
'

Laa
’

y
Anne fi atbwell lr lamenf .

’
'

How romantic the melo.

dy of the old love ballad of Hefo
'

and Leander !

W hat a me lancholy love {tory is told in the old

long of yacey and Sandy . and what frantic g rief

expreffed in Iw zfi) I were where Helen lie:

It were endlefs to run throug h the many fine airs
~ex

’

prefiive of fentiment, and pafli on, i n the number

of our Scottilh long s, which , when lung in the g e

mime natural manner, mull 35893: the heart of e

Very
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It is a common fdefeél: in lome who pretend to

l ing , to all eét to lmother the words, by not arti

culating them,
lo as we lcarce

’

can find out either

the lubjeé
‘

t or lang uag e
'of their 'long . This i S'al

ways a fig n ofwant of feeling ,
'

and -

the mark of a

b ad fing er ; particularly of Scottilh long s, ~where

there isf
‘

enerally lo intimate a correlpondence be

tween the air - and lubjeé
‘
t. Indeed

)

, there can be

no g ood vocal muhe without it.

The proper accompaniment of a Scottilh long , is

a plain, thin, dropping bals, on the harpfichord or

g uittarz The fine breathing s, thole bearj
-felt touch

‘

es , which g eni us alone can l exprels, in our long s,

are loll in a noily accompaniment of inltruments.

The full chords :of a thoroh g h
- bals lhou

‘

ld be uled

ffp

'

aring ly,
'

and
’

with judg ment, not to overpower,

but to fupport and raile the voice at proper paules.

"

Where
,
with 1

a fine voice , is joined fome lkill

and
'

ex ecutmn on e ither of thole inltruments, the.

air,
‘

by way of lymphony, or introduél ion to the

long , lhould always be firlt played over; and, at

the clole of every flanz a,
'

the lall part of the air

lhould be repeated, as a relief for the vo ice , which
It g racefully lets off. In this fl mplaenz

’

e part, the
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performer may lhew his talle and fancy on the

llrument, by varying it
’

ad libitnnz.

A Scottilh long admits of no cadence ; I mean,

by this, no fanciful or capricious de lcant upon '

the

clole of the tune There is one embellilhment,

however, which
'

a fine fing er may eafily acquire ,
that is, an ealy/balee. This, while the org ans are

flexi b le in a young voice, may, with praél ice; be
eafily attained.

A Scottilh long , thus performed, is among the
hig hell: of entertainments to a mufical g enius . But

is this g enius to be acquired either ln the performer

or hearer ?
‘

It cannot. Geni ur in miwa, as in pa

ctry, is the g n
fl of

-Hea ‘v en.

'

It is born with us ; it

is not to be learned.

An artill: on the v iolin
'

may g i lplay the mag ic of

his fing ers,
‘

in running from the top to the bottom

of the fing er
-board, in various intricate eaprieio

’

y,

Which , at nr
‘

olt, will only exc1te l urprile ; while 7

a very middling performer, of talte
\
and feeling ,

in a lubj é ét that
“

admitsfiof the pat/90s , will touch

the heart in its lim it lenlationsu The fine lt of the

Italian compolers, and many of the ir fing ers, pol

lels this to an amaz ing deg ree. The opera
-airs of

thele
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the le g reat mail ers, Perg olef
e, yemelli, Galuppi,

Perez , and many others of the'

prelent ag e ,
’

are

allonilh ing lypathetic and mov ing . G enius, how- l

feeling , are not confined to country
, or

climate . Amaid
, at ber/pini i ing -wheel, who knew

1161:
‘

a
'note i n mttfic , with alweet voice ,

'

and the

force o f a native , g enius, h
'

as oft
“

di
l

awn 'ltears from

my eyes.

r

That ! g iftv ofHeav en, inliiort, is not to

be defined : It canonly b e felt :

I

I cannot better conclude this e llay, than in the
’

words «of one who '
pollellod it i n th e jrnoll: exalted

deg ree. Addrell mg himfelf sto a young compoler,

nim. lf
'

thou hall Jit, thy feeling s will te ll thee
‘ what i t is . Il j1 thou ball it not; ,thou never will

know it. The g enius of the muficianlubjeéts

the univ erle to its power. It draws its piantes

hya lounds . it exprefles ,
.ideas b y feeling s,

'

and

f feeling s , by accents. live feel i n rat
urehearbts the

‘

forc e of the zpallions which Throug h

y
‘ffthe mediumi ofj g enius, plea/life aflhme s addi tion
C

{i ons conv ey no are unknown

thou
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m D I S S E R T AfI
’

fi o h}; o n

reading this poem; which is laid by the editor to be

taken from a MS . of D rPercy
’

s
,
the learned and

ing eni ous pub lilher of the R elig ues ofAncientPoetry;
and dilcovered by him in an anc ientMS . collec

‘

tion

of old Scottilh long s, prelerved in the Pepyli an Li
:

b rary , Althoug h at prelent I
’

willnot take uponme

to determine with prec ifionf

, y et I inclina to think

that this may b e the poem mentioned in the qu
oe

ration from Maj or , .p. z oo . of this D ill
'

ertation,

as
'

a popular b allad compoled by King ; j ames
I. and, taking it as lu

'

ch , I think the Pub l i c us

g reatly indeb ted to D r Percy for the dilcoveryc f

one
'

of the defia
’

erataof the poetical , works of that
‘

Prince ; and likewile to the ing enious editor of the

c ttilhdi allads, for g wmg i t to
'

the Public, The

editor; has added a lhort note , as the remark ofD r

Eercy on this
’

poem, wh ich is as fo llow This

long ,

Ger i/2
’

s Kir/e on tbeC reen was written by his dc.

lcendant James V. b eing ewdently a more mo

written . by King James I.
“

is a proof that

“

Hig h as my ,opinion is of Dr Percy
’
s judg ment,

l i canj by no “
means lubmit to his decilion on this

po int. I have read
,

both the, poems in)
que ll ion

with attention, the relult ofwhich , ih my humb le
Opinion, is, that they appear to b e compofitions of

‘

thefame ag e; It mull be confelled
i
, that,

‘

in‘

judg
mg



THE s c o nfl s
‘

n MU S IC.

mg of anc ient writing s,it 1s no
'

ealy matter, to

fix , w1th precifion ,
the true aera to . wh ich poems

writteneven within a century of oneanother may

b elong . To g iv e one example : No body will

doubt
‘

that the poem called
'

T/Je King
’

s Q ua il; was

written by King James I. ‘

l

As little doubt ‘

is there

of the authenticity of the d ineir of Vifg il, » by G av in

D oug las ; and
,
althoug h there h has elapled near a

century b etween the firli and theL lalt of thele

poems, to one who was to judg e only from the

lang uag e , without knowing the prea le ag e 111

which thele poems were written, it wo uld b e diffi

cult to al
’

certain which
f ‘

of them i s molt mo

dern. T
'

o
'

g ive another inllanc
’

e
’

z Chaucer,
‘
at this

day. appears to b e as modern ,
“
and fully as intellii

g ib le
‘ in

‘

his
'

lang uag e , as. Cavui

Written above a hundred years after

Lang uag e , likemanners, varies in i ts pro
‘

g refé

l i on.

I

At diffe rent periods
“

it is lometini es'

rapid;

lometime s flow; and often li atronary, according to

the influence of conting ent circumllancesl . W ho

would judg e , from th e lang uag e of Boreacoio,of Pea

inure/3a, and that ofManew,
that near four cen

‘

tuJ

ries had elapled b etween them ? The truth is, that,

from Chaucer to near a century alter,T
'

the E ng lifh

lang uag e appears to have advanced v ery littl e, that
I



D I ’S IS E R TAT LO N G M

is, during the b loody wars b etween the houfe s of

Y ork and
'

Lancali er that, ofwriting s falling
within that period, it is no ealy matter to difcern

any dilcrepancy of lang uag e
‘

. aBut, to come
’ to a

c lofer ex amination,
‘

there appea
r
sr in both poeins a

fi
‘milari ty of .phrale.and of ofwhich l ev erai

inll ances
’

mig ht
'

,
be f g iv e

'

n
,

'

lufhcieht
"
to Ilhow zthat

they a re coeval, and p robably l the"works ol e-the

lame hand. Indeed, atop g i ve qjudg
'

ment b etween

them
,
or that (the an ag e folder

than the others”appears“to . me to
, be lo nice; that,

were I
J notg onv inced; from, their internal;marks ,

that they have 1 b eenwritten
'in the laine; ag e , (inch ,

m i g ht b e induced to think,

thefi p oem pf, Peblir, t‘ha‘t u it is t

much
, mo.

dern , than f

é
’

é rfi
’

s g lfirlea The following ,llan2as,

by chang ing only the orthog raphy. in a few ~of the

final lyllab les, mig ht palsfor the lang uag e of the

prelent centuryh fo inconclufiv e are. the arg umentsIA N- u h s

that
,
may b e

,

uled onthis'head,

H 1

See the I ll
, 2d, and 4th,

ll anz as.
—The .followr

~

mg 9th lianz
'

a,
'

in
'

the modern Scottilh orthog ra:

phy, mig ht pals
‘

as the production of the prelent
l

Then thev came to the town
’
s

'

end,

4 W
'

ithouten more delay,
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246 D I S S E R T A T I O N oN,
'

e
'

-"
c.

King James I. Let me
'

all; the g entlemen on the
’

other fide of the quel
’
tion, Have they ever heard of

any teftimony, coeval with Banantyne , that contra

diéts him? No ; it will not b e alledg ed ; nor is

there IS any fuch afl
'

ertiQn for more thana hundred

years after. Biihop G ibfon is the firftwho , in and

no 1691 , fays, in his edi ti on of Cbrfi
’

s Kirk, that

it isfuppofid to have been written by James V . and,
upon hisbare fuppofition, laterwri ters have follow- I

ed him.
«Thus far I thirflc i t necefi

'

ary to add to

what I have already faid.
on this point, in arifwer to

the opinion ofDr Percy, taking it, Upon the ore s

dit of the editor of the Select Scottifll Ballads, that

the foreg oing remark is his.
A

’


