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T HE ANNALS O F T ACIT US

BOOK X I I I



AB EXCESSU DIVI AUGUST I

P . CORNELII TACIT I

L IBER X I I I

I . PRIMA novo principa t u morS Iunn Si lani pro
consulis As iae ignaro Ne rone per dolumAgrippinae

parat ur , non quia ingenii violent ia e xit ium inrita
ve rat , segnis e t dominat ionibus aliis fast idi t us , adeo
ut Ga i us Caesar pecudem aure am e am appe llare
sol itus Sit : ve rumAgrippina fra t ri e ius L . Si lano
necemmolita ult oremme t ueba t , crebra vulgi fama
ant eponendum e sse vixdum pue rit iam egre sso Ne
ron i e t impe r ium pe r soclus adepto vi rum a e t a t e

compos ita ,
insont em,

mob ileme t , quod t une spectat e
t ur , e Caesarum post e ris : quippe e t Si lanus divi
Augusti abnepos e rat . Hae c causa necis. Minis
tri fue re P . Ce le r eque s Romanus e t He l ius libe rt us .

re i fami l iari princ ipis in Asia imposit i . Ab his pro
consuli venenum inte r epu las datum est apert ius .

quamut falle rent . Nec minus properat o Narcissus
Claudii libert us de cu iuS iurgns adve rsus Agrippinam
re t t uli , aspe ra custodia e t ne ce ssitate e xtrema ad

1 SO Diogenes T OV dua fifi 1w/\ou'mou flpOBa ‘

r ov sin e xpvoo
'

p a /U ov

(D . Laert . VI.

2 Once t he afii anced husband ofO ct a via : see XII. 3 sqq .

3 T he ir grandmothers, Juli a. and t he e lder Agrippina , had
be en S ist ers : see vol. ii . p . 240 .

4 See XII. 57 , 65.
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BO O K X I I I

I . T HE first de ath unde r t he ne w principate ,
that

ofJun ius Si lanus , proconsul ofAsia ,
w as brought

t o pass , w i thout Ne ro
’s cognizance , by tre ache ry on

t he part ofAgrippina . It w as not that he had pro
voked his doomby violence oftempe r , le thargic as

he w as
,
and so complete ly di sda ined by forme r de s

'

pot isms tha t Ga ius Cae sa r usua lly styled him t he

golden she ep 1 but Agrippina , w ho had procured t he
dea th ofhis brothe r Lucius Si lanus ,2 fe ared himas

a possible avenge r , since it w as a gene ra lly e xpre ssed
opinion oft he multitude that Ne ro , ba re ly eme rged
fromboyhood and holding t he empire in conse quence
ofa crime , Should take se cond place t o a man of

se ttled ye ars , innocent characte r , and nob le fami ly ,
w ho—a point t o be regarded in those days—w as

counted among t he poste rity of the Cae sars : for

Si lanus , l ike Ne ro , w as the son ofa gre at -

grandchild
ofAugustus .

3 Such w as t he cause of de ath : t he
instruments we re t he Roman knight , Publ i us Ce le r ,
and t he fre edman He l ius , w ho we re in charge of

the impe ria l revenue s in Asia . By the se po ison w as

administe red t o t he proconsul at a dinne r , t oo ope nly
t o avoid de te ction . With no le ss Spe ed , Claudi us

’

fre edman Na rcissus , whose a lte rcations wi th Agrip
pina I have a lready noticed 4 w as forced t o suicide by
a rigorous confinement and by t he last nece ssi ty ,

VO L . IV .
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mortemag itur , invito principe , cuius abdi t is adhuc

vit iis per avarit iamac prodigent iammi re congruebat .

I I . Ibat urqu e in caedes , nis i Afranius Burrus e t

Annaeus Seneca obviamissent . Hi re ctores impe ra
t oriae iuvent ae e t , rarum in socie tate pot ent iae ,

concordes , dive rsa arte e x a equo pollebant , Burrus
mili t aribus curis e t severit at e morum, Seneca prae
cept is e loquent iae e t comitate hone sta , iuvant es in
vicem, quo facilius lubricam princip is ae t at em, S i

virt ut em aspe rnare t ur , volupt at ibus concessis re

t inerent . Ce rtamen ut rique unum e rat contra
fe rociamAgrippinae , quae cunct is ma lae domina
t ionis cupidinibus flagrans habebat in pa rtibus Pal
lant em, quo auct ore Claudius nupt iis incest is e t

adopt ione e x it iosa seme t pervert e rat . Sed neque
Ne roni infra se rvos ingeni um, e t Pallas tristi adro

gant ia modumlibe rti egressus taediumsui moverat .

Propa lam t amen omnes in eam honores cumula
bantur , signumque more mi li t iae pe t ent i tribuno
dedi t opt imae matri s . D e cre ti e t a sematu duo

lict ores, flaminium Claudi ale , simu l Claudio cen

soriumfunus e t mox consecrat io .

I I I . Die funeris laudat ioneme ius princeps exorsus
est , dum antiquitatem gene ris , consulatus ac

1 In command of the praetorian cohort on guard a t the

p alace .
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much aga inst t he will oft he empe ror , with whose
still hidden vice s his gre ed and prodiga lity we re in
admi rable harmony .

I I . T he tendency , in fact , w as towardsmurde r , had
not Afranius Burrus and Seneca inte rvened . Both
guardi ans of t he impe ria l youth , and— a rare oc

currence whe re powe r i s he ld in partne rship—both
in agre ement , they e xe rcise d e qua l influence by
contras ted me thods ; and Burrus , with his soldie rly
inte rests and auste rity , and Sene ca , with his le ssons
in e loquence and his se lf—re spe cting courtline ss ,
a ided e ach othe r t o ensure that t he sove re ign

’s
ye ars of temptation should , i f he we re scornful of
vi rtue , be re stra ined W ithin t he bounds of pe r

missible indulgence . Each had t o face t he same
confl ict with t he overbearing pride of Agrippina ;
w ho , burning with all t he passions of i l li cit powe r ,
had t he a dhe rence of Pa llas , at whose instigation
Claudius had de stroyed himse l f by an ince stuous
marriage and a fata l adoption . But ne ithe r w as

Ne ro ’s a di sposition that bends t o S lave s , nor had
Pa llas , w ho with his sulle n arrogance transcende d
the l imits ofa fre edman , fa iled t o awaken his disgust .
Stil l , in publ ic , e ve ry compl iment w as he aped upon
the prince ss ; and when t he tribune ,

1 follow ing t he
mi li ta ry routine , applied for t he password , he r son

gave : T he be st ofmothers . T he senate , t oo ,

accorded her a pa i r of Iictors and t he office of

prie ste ss t o Claudius
, t o whom w as vote d , in t he

same se ssion , a publi c fune ra l , followed pre sently
byde ifi ca t ion .

I I I . On the dayoft he obse quie s , t he prince opened
his panegyr ic ofClaudius . So long as he rehe arsed
the antiquity ofhis fami ly , t he consulate s and t he
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t riumphos ma iorum e nume rabat , int ent us ipse e t

ce t eri ; libe raliumquoque artiumcommemorat io e t

nihil regente eo triste re i pub li cae ab e xt e rnis

accidisse promis an imis audita : post quam ad pro

vident iamsapient iamque fle xit , nemo risu i tempe rare
quamquamoratio a Seneca compos ita multumcultus
pra efe rre t , ut fui t ill i viro ingen ium amoenum e t

t emporis e i us auribus adcommoda t um. Adnot abant

seniores , quibus ot iosum e st vete ra e t prae sentia
cont e ndere , primume x ijs , qui re rumpot it i essent ,
Neronem a liena e facundiae egu isse . Namdictator
Cae sar summis orat oribus aemu lus ; e t Augusto
prompt a ac profluens quae 1 decere t principeme lo

quent ia fuit . Tibe rius a rtem quoque callebat , qua

ve rba e xpendere t , t umva l idus Sensibus aut consulto
amb iguus . EtiamG ai Caesaris turbata mens vim
dicendi non corrupit . Ne c in Claudi o , quotiens
meditata dissereret ,

2
e legant iam requi reres . Ne ro

pue rilibus stat im ann is vividum an imum in a l ia
de t orsit : caclare , pinge re , cantus aut regimen
equorume xerce re e t a liquando carminibus pangen
dis inesse s ibi c lementa doct rinae ost endeba t .

IV . Ce te rumpe ract is t rist it iae imi t ament is curiam
ingressus e t de auct orit at e patrum e t consensu
mi lit umpraefat us , consi lia s ibi e t e xempla capessendi

egregie impe ri i memoravi t . Ne que iuvent amarmis
c ivilibus aut domest ic is discordiis imbut am; nulla

1 quae] qua eque Ernest i .
2 dissereret Pu teolanus dissererentur.

1 An impressive cat a logue ofhi s lit erary labours, Greek and
Lat in ,

is given bySue t oni us (Gland. 41 T hemost regret
able loss is

,
no doubt tha t of t he eight rolls of an autobio

graphy , composedmagis inep te quaminelaganter.
6
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—Iv .

triumphs ofhis ance stors , he w as taken se riously by
hims e lf and by othe rs . Allusions , also, t o his

l ite rary atta inments 1 and t o t he fre edomofhis re ign
from reve rse s abroad had a favourable he aring .

But when t he orator addre ssed himse lf t o his fore
sight and sagacit y , no one could repre ss a smile ;
though t he Spe e ch , as t he composi tion ofSene ca .

e xhibited t he degre e ofpoli sh t o be e xpected from
that famous man ,

whose ple as ing ta lent w as so we ll
suited t o a contemporary audie nce . T he e lde rly
obse rve rs , w ho make a pastime of compa ring old

days and ne w , remarke d that Ne ro w as t he firstmaste r
of the empire t o stand in ne ed ofborrowed e loquence .

For t he di ctator Cae sa r had riva lled t he gre ate st
orators ; and Augustus had t he re ady and fluent
diction appropriate t o a monarch . Tibe rius w as,

in addition , a maste r oft he art ofw e ighing words
powe rful , moreove r , in t he e xpre ss ion ofhis views ,
or , i f ambiguous , ambiguous by de sign . Eve n
Ca l igula

’s troubled bra in did not affect his powe r of

spe e ch ; and,
when Claudius had prepared his

harangues , e legance w as not t he qua li ty that w as

mi ssed . But Ne ro ,
e ven in his childish ye ars , turned

his vi vacious mind t o othe r inte re sts : he ca rved ,
pa inted , practised sing ing or driving ,

and occas iona l ly
in a se t of ve rse s showed that he had in him t he

rudiments ofculture .

IV . Howe ve r , when the mocke ries ofsorrow had
be en ca rried t o the i r close , he ente red t he curia ;
and , afte r an opening re fe rence t o t he authority of

t he Fathe rs and the unanimi ty of t he army , state d
that he had be fore himadvice and e xample s pointing
himt o an admi rable systemofgove rnment . Nor had

his youth be en poisoned bycivi l w ar or fami ly strife :
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odia ,
nullas iniurias nec cupidinemult ionis adfe rre .

T umformamfuturi princ ipat us praescripsit , e amaxi
me declinans . quorum re cens flagrabat invidia .

Non enimse negotiorumomniumiudicemfore , ut

clausis unamintra domumaccusa t oribus e t re is pau
corumpotentia grassare t ur ; nihi l in penat ibus suis
vena le aut ambit ioni pe rvium; discre t amdomume t

rem pub l icam. T ene re t antiqua munia senatus ,
consulumt ribunalibus Ita l ia e t publi cae provinciae
adsist e rent : i lli patrum adit um praeberent , se

mandat is e xercit ibus consu lt urum.

V . Nec defuit fides , mult aqu e a rbitrio senatus
const it ut a sunt ne quis ad causamorandamme rcede
au t don is eme re t ur , ne designat is quaest oribus edendi
gladiat ores ne ce ssitas e sse t . Quod qui dem adver

sante Agrippina , tamquamacta Claudii subve rte r
e nt ur , obt inuere patre s , qui in Pa latium ob id
vocabant ur , ut adst are t addi t is a te rgo foribus ve lo
di scre ta , quod visumarcere t , audi tus non adM ere t .

Quin e t legat is Armeni orum causamgentis apud
Ne ronemorant ibus escende re suggestumimperat oris
e t praesidere S imul parabat , ni s i cete r is pavore
defixis Sene ca admonu isse t , venientimatri occurrere t .

It a specie pie t at is obviamitumdedecori .

1 Deput at ions fromI t a ly or t he publi c—ala sena t orial
provinces, w ishing t o approach the sena te , were in t he fi rst

pla ce to secure t he aut horiza t ion of t he consuls. For t he

t radit iona l procedure , see Liv . XXIX . I6 .

2 Sta t ioned in the imperia l provinces.

3 See XI. 7 - 8 . T he exact terms oft he present decree are

unknown .

4 See XI. 22 .

5 II. 37 n.
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he brought t o his task no hatreds , no wrongs , no

des ire for venge ance . He then outlined t he

characte r oft he coming principate , t he points which
had provoked re ce nt and intense dissatisfaction be ing
spe cia lly discountenanced : He would not con

st it ut e himse lf a j udge ofall cas e s , se cluding accuse rs
and de fendants wi thin the same four wa lls and

a llowing t he influence of a fe w indi vidua ls t o run

riot . Unde r his roof would be no vena lity , no loop
hole for intrigue : t he pa lace and the state would
be things separate . Le t t he se nate re ta in its old

pre rogative s ! Le t Ita ly and t he publi c province s
take the i r stand be fore t he j udgement - se ats of t he
consuls , and le t the consuls grant themacce ss t o t he
Fathe rs : 1 for t he a rmie s de legated t o his charge 2
he would himse lf he re sponsib le .

”

V . Nor w as the pledge dishonoured , and many
regulations we re framed by t he fre e de cision oft he

senate . No advocate w as t o se ll his se rvi ce s as a

ple ade r for e ithe r fe e or bounty ; 3 quae stors de s ignate
w e re t o be unde r no obl igation t o produce a gladia
t orial spe ctacle .

4 T he latte r point , though oppose d
byAgrippina as a subve rsion oft he acts ofClaudi us ,
w as carried by the Fathe rs , whose me e tings we re
spe cia lly convened in t he Pa latium,

5 so that she could
station he rse l f at a newly - added door in the i r re a r ,
Shut offbya curtain thick enough t o conce a l her from
view but not t o deba r he r fromhearing . In fact ,
when an Armenian deputation w as ple ading t he

national cause be fore Ne ro , she w as preparing t o

a scend t he empe ror ’s tribunal and t o share his
pre sidency , had not Seneca , while othe rs stood
aghast , admonished t he sove re ign t o step down
and me et his mothe r : an assumption offil ial pie ty
which ave rted a scanda l .

9
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VI . Fine anni t urbidis rumoribus prorupisse rursum
Part hos e t rapi Armeniamadlat umest , pulso Rada
misto , qui sa epe regni e ius pot it us, de in profugus ,
t um quoque be llum de se rue rat . Igitur in urbe
se rmonum avida , quem ad modum princeps vix
sept emdec im annos egressus susc ipe re eammolem
au t propulsare posse t , quod subsidium in eo , qui a

femina regere t ur , numproe lia quoque e t obpugna

t iones urbiume t ce te ra be ll i per magist ros adminis
tra ri possent , anquirebant . Contra ali i me lius
e ven isse disserunt , quam Si invalidus senect a e t

ignavia Claudius milit iae ad labore s vocare t ur ,

servilibus iussis obt emperat urus . Burrumt amen e t

Senecam mult arum re rum e xpe rient ia cognit os ;

e t impe ratori quantumad robur de esse , cumoctavo
de cumo ae t at is anno Cn . Pompe ius , nono decumo
Cae sa r O ct avianus civilia be lla sust inuerint ? Plera

qu e in summa fortuna auspic iis e t consiliis quam
te lis e t manibus ge ri . Dat urumplane document um
honest is an secus ami cis ut e re t ur , S i ducemamota
invidia egregium quam si pecuniosum e t gratia
subnixumpe r ambit umdeligere t .

VII . Ha e c atque talia vulgant ibus , Ne ro e t iuven

t ut emproximas pe r prov incias quaesit amsupplendi s

O rient is leg ionibus admove re legionesque ipsas

1 XII. 44—47 , 50—51 .

2 Act ua lly , in 84 B .C . , a t t he age of twent y - three (Plut .

Pomp . T acitus follow s t he erroneous reckoni ng,
censured

byVelle ius Pa t erculus (II. w hi ch deduct ed fi ve years from
t he age ofPompey.

3 In 44

1 0
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THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

prop ius Armeniamcollocari inhe t , duosque ve t eres

rege s Agrippame t Antiochume xpedi re copias , quis
Part horum fine s ult ro int rarent , S imul ponte s pe r
amnemEuphrat em iungi ; e t minoremArmeniam
Aristobulo , regionemSophenen Sohaemo cumins igni
bus reg iismandat . Exort usque in tempore aemulus
Vologesi fi lius Vardanes : e t abscessere Armenia
Parthi , tamquamdiffe rrent be llum.

VI I I . Sed apud senat umomnia inma ius ce leb rata
sunt sent ent iis corum, qui supplicat iones e t diebus

supplicat ionumve stemprincipi triumpha lem, ut que

ovans urbem inire t , effigiemque 1
e ius pari magni

t udine ac Ma rt is Ult oris eodemin templo censuere ,

prae te r su e t am adulat ionem lae ti , quod Domit ium
Corbulonemre t inendae Armeniae praeposue rat vide
bat urque locus virt ut ibus pat efac t us . Copiae O rient is

it a dividunt ur , ut pars auxiliarium cum duabus

legionibus apud provinciamSuriame t legat ume ius
Quadratum Ummidi um remane re t , par c ivium
soc iorumque nume rus Corbuloni e sse t , addi t is co

hort ibus alisque , quae in z Cappadocia hiemabant .

1
efiigiemque N ipp erdey efligiesque .

2 < in> Bekker .

1 Herod Agrippa II .
- t he Agrippa of Acts xxv . sq

son ofHerod Agrippa I . (XI I. 23
2 Ant iochus Epiphanes IV. king ofCommagene (II. 42 n . )

and part ofCi licia ; servient iumregumdi t issimua (H ist . II .
Like Agrippa and Sohaemus, he supported Vespasian

in t he

l

0m] War, and sided w it h Rome agains t t he Jews.

3 X 9 n .

4 A st rip of te rri t ory a long t he south -western front ier of

Armenia .

5 See II . 64 n . and III. 18.

6 Cu . Domit ius Corbulo , half- brother of the accuser P.

Sui lliusRufus and ofCaligula
’

swife Caesoni a ; consul (sufi
'

ectus)

1 2
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themse lves stationed close r t o Armenia ; while t he
t w o ve te ran kings ,Agrippa 1 and Antiochus ,2 prepared
the i r force s , so as t o take t he init iative by crossing
t he Parthian frontie r : a t the same time bridge s
we re t o be thrown ove r t he Euphrate s , and Le sse r
Armenia 3 w as assigned t o Aristobulus , the di strict
of Sophene 4 t o Sohaemus, e ach re ce i ving roya l
ins igni a . Then , in t he ni ck of time , a riva l t o
Vologeses appea red in t he pe rson ofhi s son Var

dane s ; and the Parthians , w ishing apparently t o

postpone hostili tie s , e vacuated Armenia .

VII I . But in t he senate t he whole incident w as

magn ified in t he spe e che s of t he membe rs , w ho

proposed that the re should be a nationa l thanks
g ivi ng ; that ou t he days ofthat thanksg i ving t he

empe ror should we ar t he triumpha l robe ; that he
Should ente r t he capita l with an ovation and that he
should be pre sented with a statue oft he same s ize
as that ofMars the Avenge r ,5 and in t he same temple .

Apart from t he routine of sycophancy , they fe lt
genuine ple asure at his appointment of Domitius
Corbulo 6 t o save Armenia : ame asure which se emed
t o have opened a care e r t o t he vi rtue s . T he force s
in t he East we re so divided that ha l f t he auxilia rie s ,
w ith t w o legions , rema ined in t he province ofSyria
unde r its gove rnor Ummidi us Quadratus , Corbulo
be ing as s igned an e qua l numbe r of c iti zen and

fede rate troops , wi th t he addition oft he auxilia ry
foot and horse winte ring in Cappadocia . T he a ll ied

in 39 A.D . ; legat us ofLower Germany in 47 A .D . (XI. 18

proconsul ofAsia short ly aft er 50 A.D . Hi s eastern campa igns
are rela t ed in this and the t w o follow ing books. In 67 A.D. ,

he w as summoned to Gree ce byNero and forest alled hi s exe

cu t ion by suicide .

13
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Socn reges , prout be llo conduce re t , pare re i ussi : sed

studia e orumin Corbulonemprompt iora e rant . Qui
u t inslaret 1 fama e , quae in novis coept is validissima
est , itine re propere confect o apud Aege as c ivi t a t em
Cilicia e obviumQuadratumhabuit , illuc progressum,

ne , S i ad accipiendas copias Suriam int ravisse t

Corbulo , omniumora in se ve rt e re t , corpore ingens ,
ve rbismagnifi c is e t supe r e xpe rient iamsapient iamque
e tiamspe cie inaniumva l idus .

IX . Ce te rumu t e rque ad Vologesen regemnunt us

monebant , pacem quam be llum ma l le t dat isque

obsidibus soli t amprioribus reverent iamin populum
Romanum cont inuare t . Et Vologeses , quo be l lum
ex commodo parare t , an u t aemulat ionis suspe ct os

per nomen obsidumamove re t , t radit nob ilissimos e x

fami l ia Arsacidarum. Accepit que eos centurio In

ste ins ab Ummidi o missus , forte priore 2 de causa
adito rege . Quod post quamCorbulon i cogn itume st ,

ire praefe ct umcohort is ArriumVarume t rec iperare

obsides iube t . Hine ort um inte r praefect um e t

cent urionem iurgiumne diut ius e xt e rnis Spect aculo

e sse t , a rbitrium re i obsidibus legat isque , qui eos

ducebant , permissum. Atque i l li re cent emgloria 3

e t inclina t ione 4
quadametiamhost iumCorbulonem

prae t ulere . Unde discordi a inte r duce s , que rente

1 < inst aret> Hau sa ( cl. Agr. 18,
2 priore] prior ea M uratus , dl .

recent emgloria M ed .

1
recent emgloriamM ed .

4 inclinat ione M cd .

1 inclina t -ionemM ed.

1 Now Ayas, on t he nort hern shore of t he GulfofAlexan
dret t a .

2 Dist ingui shed lat er as a part isan ofVespasian (H iot . III.

52
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kings w e re instructed t o take the i r orde rs frome ithe r,
as t he e x igencie s oft he w ar might re qui re : the i r
sympathi e s , howe ve r , le aned t o t he side ofCorbulo .

Anxious t o st rengthen that pe rsona l c redit which is
of supreme importance at t he beginning of an

ente rprise , Corbulomade a rapid journey , and a t t he

Ci l ician town ofAege a e
1
w as me t by Quadratus ;

w ho had advanced so far , in t he fea r that , should his
riva l once have ente red Syria t o take ove r his force s ,
a ll eye s would be turned t o this giganti c and grandi
loquent soldie r , ha rdly more imposing by hi s e x

perience and sagacity than by the gli tte r of his
une ssentia l qua l it ie s .

IX . Howe ve r , e a ch by courie r re commended
King Vologe se s t o choose pe ace in pre fe rence t o w ar

,

and ,
by giving hostage s , t o continue that re spe ctful

attitude towards the Roman na tion which had be en
the rule with hi s prede ce ssors . Vologe se s , e i the r
to prepare for w ar a t his conveni ence or t o remove
suspe cted riva ls unde r the style ofhostage s , handed
ove r the most di stinguishedmembe rs ofthe Arsac ian

fami ly . They we re re ce i ved by Ummidi us
’

e nvoy ,
the centurion Inst e ius, w ho happened t o have an

inte rvi ew with the king in conne ction with some
previous affa i r . As soon as the fact came t o t he

knowledge of Corbulo , be orde red Arrius Varius,2
the pre fe ct of a cohort , t o se t ou t and take ove r
the hostage s . An a lte rcation followed be twe en t he

pre fe ct and the centurion , and , not t o prolong t he

scene unde r fore ign eye s , the de cision w as le ft t o
the hostage s and the envoys e scorting them. They
pre fe rred Corbulo , on the strength of hi s re cent
glory and ofthat ha lf- liking which he inspired e ven
in his enemie s . T he conse quence w as an e strange

15
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Ummidio pra erept a quae suis consili is pat ravisse t ,

te stante contra Corbulone non prius conve rsumregem
ad ofi

‘

e rendos obsides , quamipse dux be llo de le ctus
spe s e ius adme tummut are t . Ne ro quo componere t
dive rsos , s i c evulgari iussit : ob res a Quadrato e t

Corbulone prospe re gestas laurumfascibus impe ra
to ri is addi . Quae in a l ios consules egre ssa coniunxi .

X . Eodemanno Cae sar effigiemCu . Domit io patri
e t consularia ins ignia Asconio Labeoni , quo tutore
usus e rat , pe t ivi t a sema tu ; sibique statuas a rgento
ve l auro solidas adve rsus ofi

‘

erent is prohibui t . Et

quamquam censu issent patre s , ut principium anni
incipere t mense Decembri , quo ort us e rat Ne ro ,

ve t erem re ligionem kalendarum Ianuariarum in

choando anno re t inuit . Neque recept i sunt inte r
reos Carrinas Ce le r senator se rvo accusante , aut

Iulius Densus eque st er ,
1 cui favor in Brit annicum

crimini dabat ur.

XI. Claudio Ne rone L . Ant ist io consulibus cum
in acta principumiurarent magistratus , in sua acta
collegamAnt ist iumiurare prohibuit ,magnis patrum
laudibus, ut iuvenilis animus le viumquoque re rum

1
equest er] e ques R . Muretus.

1 T he twe lve , logically assigned by t he Sena t e t oAugust us
on hi s accept ance ofa life - consulate in 19 B .C and re t a ined by
hi s successors.

2 T he emperor. For hi s colleague , see chap. 53, w ith XIV.

58 and XVI. 10.
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ment be tween the gene ra ls ; Ummidius compla ining
tha t he had be en robbed oft he re sults achie ved by
his pol icy , Corbulo prote sting that t he king had

be en conve rted t o t he course ofoffe ring hostage s ,
only when his ow n appointment as commande r in
the fie ld changed his hope s into a la rm. Ne ro , t o

compose the quarre l , gave orde rs for a proclamation
t o the effe ct that , in vi ew ofthe succe sse s atta ined
by Quadratus and Corbu lo , laure l s we re be ing
added t o the impe ria l fasce s .1—The se incidents I have
na rrated in se quence , though they ran into the

fol lowing consulate .

X . In the same ye a r , Ne ro applied t o t he se nate
for a statue t o his fa the r Gnaeus Domitius , and for
consular de corations for Asconius Labeo , w ho had

a cted as his guardian . At the same time he ve toed
an offe r ofeffigie s in solid gold or Si lve r t o himse lf ;
and , a lthough a re solution had be en passe d by the

Fa the rs that the ne w ye a r Should begin in De cembe r ,
the month which had given Ne ro t o the world , he
re ta ined as the opening dayofthe ca lendar the first
ofJanuary with its old re ligi ous a ssociations . Nor

we re prose cutions a llowed in the case s ofthe senator
Carrinas Ce le r , w ho w as accused by a s lave , and Of

Julius Densus of the eque strian orde r , whose par
t iali ty for Britanni cus w as be ing turned into a

crimina l charge .

XI. In the consulate ofClaudius Ne ro 2
and Lucius

Ant ist ius, while the magi strate s we re swea ring
a llegiance t o the impe ria l enactments , the prince
wi thhe ld his colleague Ant ist ius from swearing t o

hi s ow n : a me asure whi ch the senate applauded
warmly , in the hope that his youthfulmind , e lated by
the fame attaching even t o sma ll things , would

1 7
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gloria sublat us ma iore s cont inuare t . Se cut aque

lenit as in Plaut iumLa t e ranum, quemob adult erium
M essalinae ordine demot um reddidit senat u i , cle

mentiamsuamobst ringens crebris orat ionibus , quas
Se neca t est ificando , quamhone sta praecipere t , ve l

iact andi ingen i i voce princip is vulgabat .

XII. Ce te rum infracta paulat im potentia matris
de lapso Ne rone in amoremlibert ae cui vocabulum
Acte fuit , S imul adusmpt is in conscient iam M .

1

O t hone e t Claudio Senecione , adule scent ulis decoris ,
quorum Otho fami l ia consulari , Sene cio l ibe rto
Caesaris patre genit us. Ignara matre , de in frustra
obnit ent e , penit us inrepse rant

2
pe r luxume t amb igua

se cre ta ,
ne senioribus quidem principis ami cis

adversant ibus , muliercula nulla cu iusquam injuria
cupidi nes princ ip is e xplent e , quando uxore ab

Octavia , nobi li quideme t probit at is Spe ct at ae , fato
quodam, an quia praevalent inli cit a , abhorrebat ,

me t uebat urque ,
me in stupra feminarum inlust rium

prorumpere t , Si i lla l ib idine prohibere t ur.

XI I I . Sed Agrippina l ibe rtam aemulam,
nurum

ancillam aliaque e undem in modum muliebrit e r
freme re , neque paenit ent iam fi li i aut sat ie t a t em

1 <M .> Rid er.

2 inrepseran t [zipsins inrepse ra t .

1 XI. 36 .

2 His De d ement ia w as writ t en about this t ime , when Nero
w as duodevicesz

’mumegressus annum(I .

3 She w as a na t ive ofAs ia Minor, and appears t o have been
genuine ly a t t ached t o Nero ,

whose funera l she a rranged in

conjunct ion w it h his t w o old nurses (Sue t . Ner. For t he

unfounded t heory t ha t she w as a Christ ian, see Lightfoot ,
Phi lippians, p . 21 .
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opperiri , quant oque foediora e xprobrabat , acrius

a ccende re , donec vi amoris subact us exuere t obse

qu ium in mat rem se que Senecae permit t ere t , e x

cuius familiaribus Annaeus Serenus simulat ione
amoris adve rsus candem libe rtam primas adule s
centis cupidines ve laverat praebuerat que nomen , ut

quae princeps furt immulierculae t ribuebat , i lle palam
largire t ur . T umAgrippina ve rsis art ibus per blandi~
menta iuvenemadgredi , suumpot ius cubi culumac

s inumoflerre cont egendis quae prima ae tas e t summa
fortuna expe t e rent quin e t fat ebat ur int empest ivam
se verit at em e t suarum opum, quae haud proenl

imperat oriis abe rant , copias t radebat , ut nimia nuper

coercendo fi lio ,
it a rursum int emperant er demi ssa .

uae mut at io ne que Neronemfefellit , e t proximi
amicorum me t uebant orabant que cavere i ns idias
mulie ris sempe r at rocis , t ume t falsae .

Forte i ll is diebus Ca e sa r inspe cto ornat u , quo

principum coniuges ac parente s efi
‘

ulserant , de ligit

ve stem e t gemmas misit que donum matri nulla
parsimonia , cum pra ecipua e t cupit a aliis prior
deferre t . Sed Agrippina non his instrui cultus suos ,
sed cete ris arceri proclamat e t divide re fi lium, quae
cuneta e x ipsa habe re t .

1 Ha ec tibi seribo, is qu i An
-

na eamSerenam, ca rissimum
mihi , tamimmodz

'

ceflevi u t ( quadminime velim) inter exempla
s imeorumquas dolor viei l, Sen . Ep . 63 .

—Much younger t han
Seneca , he w as praefectus vigi lum, and died , wit h some ofhi s

t ribunes and centurions, t hrough eat ing poisonousfungi a t a

dinner (Plin. H .N . 23 ,
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repentance , or satie ty , ofher son , and the foule r she
made her imput at ions, themore she fanned t he flame ;
ti l] a t last , conque red by the force ofhis infatuation ,

he threw offhis fi li a l obedi ence and put himse lf in
the hands ofSene ca , whose friend Anna eus Serenus 1
had scre ened his adole scent de sire s by fe igning an

intrigue wi th the same fre edwoman , and had be en
so libe ra l w ith his name that the gifts cove rtly
be stowed on the g irl by t he empe ror we re , t o the

eye of the world , la vi shed upon her by Serenus.

Agrippina now re ve rsed her me thods , attacked the
prince with blandi shments , and offe red her bedroom
and its privacy t o conce a l the indulgence s c la imed
by his openi ng manhood and sove re ign rank . She

e ven confe ssed her mi stimed harshne ss , and—wi th
an e xagge rated humi l ity asmarked in its turn as he r

late e xce ssive se ve rity in repre ssing her son—offe red
t o transfe r t o himher private re source s , whi ch we re
not gre atly le ss than those of the sove re ign . T he

change did not e scape the attention ofNe ro , and

roused the a larmofhis intimate s , w ho begged him
t o be on his gua rd aga inst the machinations of a

w oman , a lways ruthle ss , and now , in addition , fa lse .

During the se days , as chance would have it , the
Cae sar , w ho had be en inspe cting the appare l which
had once gl itte red on wive s and matrons of the

impe ria l fami ly , se le cted a dre ss and j ewe ls and sent
themas a gi ft t o hismothe r . Parsimony in t he action
there w as none , for he w as be stow i ng unasked some
of t he most va luable and cove ted article s . But
Agrippina prote sted loudly that the pre sent w as

de signed le ss t o enrich her wa rdrobe than t o deprive
her ofwhat rema ined , and that he r son w as dividing
prope rty which he he ld in entire ty fromherse lf.

2 1
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XIV . Nec defue re qui in de t e rius referrent . Et

Ne ro infensus i is, quibus supe rb ia muliebris innit e
batur , demove t Pallant emcura re rum, quis a Claudio
imposit us ve lut a rb itriumregni agebat fe rebat urque

degredient e eo magna prosequent iummultitudine
non absurde dix isse , ire Pallant em, ut e iurare t .

Sane pepigerat Pa llas , ne cuius facti in prae t e rit um
int e rrogare t ur paresqu e ratione s cum re publ ica
habe re t . Praeceps posthac Agrippina rue re ad

te rroreme t minas , ne que principis ant ibus abst ine re ,

quominus t est are t ur adult umiame sse Brit annicum,

ve ramdignamque st irpemsuscipiendo patris impe rio ,

quod insit us e t adopt ivus per iniuriasmatr is exerce re t .

Non abnue re se , quin cuneta infelicis domus ma la
pat e fi e rent , suae in primis nupt iae , suumvene ficium
i d solumdis e t s ib i provisum, quod vive re t privignus .

It uramcumi l lo in castra ; audire t ur hinc Ge rman ic i
fi lia , inde deb i lis rursus

1 Burrus e t e xul Seneca ,

trunca sci lice t manu e t professoria l ingua gene ris
human i regimen e xpost ulant es. Simul intendere
manus , aggerere probra , consecrat um Claudium,

infe rnos Silanorummanis invocare e t t ot inrita
fac inora .

1
[rursus]Acida lius, M nretns.

1 H is posit ion as liberta s a ra t iont
'

bus (XI . 29
2 A hi ghmagistrate , on laying down hi s offi ce , t ook a forma l

oa t h se nihi l contra leges fecisse (Plin . Pan . and w as

a t t ended on the occasion by a re t inue offriends. Here t he

consul or prae t or is replaced by an ex - slave , t he friends by a

regiment ofsat ellit es, the oath by the far- sight ed st ipula t ion
ment ioned in the next sent ence .

2 T ha t oft he pra etorians.

4 XII . 8 ; XIII . 1.
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XIV . Pe rsons we re not lacking t o report he r
words with a more siniste r turn ; and Ne ro , e xe s
pera t ed aga inst t he supporte rs of thi s fema le
a rrogance , removed Pa l la s from the charge 1 t o

which he had be en appointed by Claudi us , and in

whi ch he e xe rcised v irtua l control ove r themonarchy .

T he ta le went that , as he le ft t he pa lace with an

army of a tte ndants , t he prince remarked not un

happily that Pa lla s w as on t he w ay t o swe a r himse lf
out ofoffi ce .

2 He had, in fact , stipulated that the re
should be no re trospe ctive inquiry into any ofhis
actions , and tha t his accounts with the state shou ld
be taken as ba lanced . At once ,

Agrippina rushed
he adlong into a pol icy ofte rror and ofthre ats , and
the impe ria l e ars we re not spared the solemn
reminde r tha t Britanni cus w as now of age

Britann icus , the genuine and de se rving stock t o

succeed t o his fa the r ’s powe r , which an inte rloping
he i r by adoption now e xe rc ised in virtue of t he

ini qui t ie s ofhis mother . She had no obj e ction t o

the w hole dark history ofthat unhappy house be ing
publ ished t o t he world ,

her ow n marriage first ofall,
and he r ow n re sort t o poison : one sole ac t offore
sight lay t o t he credit ofHe aven and he rse l f— her
stepson l ived . She would go w ith himt o t he camp .

3

The re , le t the daughte r ofGe rmani cus be he ard on

t he one S ide ; on the oth e r , the cripple Burrus and

the exile Sene ca cla iming , forsooth , by right ofa

ma imed hand and a profe ssoria l tongue t he regency
of the human race ! As She spoke , She ra ised a

thre aten ing arm, and , he aping himwith reproache s ,
invoked the de ified Claudius

,
the shade s of the

de ad Si lan i ,4 and a ll t he crime s committed t o no

effe ct.
23
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XV . T urba t us his Ne ro e t propinquo die , quo

qua rtumde cumumae t at is annumBritannicus exple
bat , volut are secummodo matris violent iam, modo
ipsius indolem, levi quidem expe rimento p upe r
cognit am, quo t amen favorem late quaesivisse t .

Pe st is Saturno diebus inte r a lia aequalium ludicra
regnum lusu sort ient ium evene rat e a sors Ne roni .
Ig itur ce te ris dive rsa nec ruborem adlat ura : ubi

Britannico iussit e xsurgere t progressusque inmedi um
cant um aliquem incipere t , inrisum e x eo sperans

pue ri sobrios quoque convict us , nedum t emulent os
ignorant is , i l le const ant e r exorsus e st carmen , quo
e volut um e um sede patria rebusque summi s S igu i
ficabat ur . nde ort a miserat io manifest ior , quia
dissimula t ionem nox e t lascivia e xeme rat . Ne ro
int e llect a invidia odium intendit ; urguent ibusque

Agrippinae mi nis , quia nullumcrimen neque iubere
caedem frat ris pa lam audebat , occulta molit ur
pararique venenum inhe t , ministro Pollione Iulio

prae t oriae cohort is tribuno , cuius cura at t inebat ur

dammata veneficii nomi ne Locusta , multa sce lerum
fama . Namut proximus quisque Britann ico ne que
fas neque fidempensi habe re t , olimprovisume rat .
Primum vene num ab ipsis educat oribus accepit ,

t ramisit que exsolut a a lvo parumval idum, sive t em
perament um ine rat , me statimsaevire t . Sed Ne ro

1 T he point w as ofimportance , as he would then assume the
toga virilis.

2 ’

Ev Za ropvaMocsAe yxe Bo a t /k n; ( Sofa yap n a tfa : r a v
'

rnv

7 171» na rSIdv. w poar a a a e t
‘
av 1756 , a t} xépa aov, a v a

’

a o v, a v

a w e/lee , av ekflé ” ( Epict . Dias. I. 25 ,
2 XII. 66 n.
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XV . Pe rturbed by her attitude , and faced with
t he approach ofthe day on which Britanni cus com
ple t ed his fourte enth year ,1 Ne ro began t o re volve ,

now hi s mothe r ’s proclivi ty t o viole nce ,
now the

characte r of his riva l ,—late ly re ve a led by a te st
which , tri via l as it w as , had ga ined himwi de sym
pa thy . During the fe stivit ie s of t he Saturna lia ,

while his pe e rs in age we re varying the ir diversions
by throw ing di ce for a vking , the lot had fa llen upon
Ne ro . O n t he othe rs he imposed various orde rs ,
not like ly t o put themt o t he blush : but , when he
commanded Britann icus t o rise , advance into t he

centre , and strike up a song 2 —this , in the hope of

turning into derision a boy w ho knew little ofsobe r ,
much le ss of drunken , socie ty—his vi ctim firmly
began a poem hinting a t his e xpulsion from his
fathe r ’s house and throne . His be a ring awoke a

pity t he more obv ious that n ight and re ve lry had
ban i shed di ssimulation . Ne ro , once aware of the

fe e l ing aroused , redouble d hi s hatred ; and with
Agrippina

’s threa ts be coming instant , as he had

no grounds for a crimina l cha rge aga inst his brothe r
and dared not openly orde r his e xe cution , he tried
se cre cy and ga ve orde rs for poi son t o be prepa red ,
his agent be ing Julius Polli o , tribune ofa prae torian
cohort , and re sponsib le for the de tention of t he

condemned poi sone r Locusta ,

3 whose fame as a

crimina l stood high . For that no one about the
pe rson ofBritannicus should regard e ithe r right or
loya lty w as a point long since provided for. T he

first dose the boy re ce i ved fromhis ow n tutors , but
his bowe ls we re opened , and he passed the drug ,

which e ithe r lacked potency or conta ined a di lution
t o prevent immediate action . Ne ro, howe ve r ,
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l enti sce le ris impati ens mini tari tribuno inhe re
suppliciumvene fi ca e , quod , dumrumoremrespiciunt ,
dum parant defensiones, securit at emmorarent ur .

Promi t t ent ibus de in t ampra e c ipit emnecem,
quam

S i fe rro urgue re t ur , cub iculumCaesaris iuxt a deco
qu it ur vi rus cogni t is antea venenis rapidum.

XVI. M os habebat ur princ ipuml ibe ros cumce te ris
idem ae t at is nobilibus sedente s vesci in aspec t u

propinquorum propr ia e t parciore mensa . Illic

epulant e Britanni co , quia cibos pot usque e ius de lectus
e xminist ris gust u explorabat ,me omit t ere t ur inst it u
t umaut utriusquemorte prodere t ur sce lus , ta l is dolus
repe rt us est . Innoxia adhuc ac praecalida e t l ibata
gust u potio tradi tur Britannico ; de in , post quam
fe rvore aspe rnabat ur , frig ida in aqua adfundit ur

venenum, quod it a cunct os e ius artus pe rvasit , ut

vox parite r e t spiritus rape rent ur . T repidat ur a

circumsedent ibus , diffugiunt imprudente s : a t quibus
a lt ior int e llect us, resist unt de fixi e t Neronem in

t uent es. I lle u t e rat reclinis e t ne scio S imi l is ,
solit umit a ait per comit ialemmorbum, quo prima

ab infant ia adflict are t ur Britannicus , e t redi t uros

paula t imvisus sensusque . At Agrippinae is pavor ,
e a const ernat io mentis , quamvis vult u preme re t ur ,

1 First on a kid ,
whi ch li ved fi ve hours ; then , aft er improve

ment s, on a young pig, which w as sta t imexan t
’ma t’us (Sue t .

Ner .

2 T he ir e lders reclined . T he cust omw as observed a t t he

court s bot h ofAugust us and ofClaudi us—under T iberius and
Ca ligula t he case did not arise—and Sue t onius ’ memory fa ils
himwhen he no t ices a belief t ha t T itus, iuxta cubans , a lso

t ast ed t he poisoned w in e and narrowly escaped t he couse

quences.
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emicuit , ut pe rinde ignaram fuisse a tque O ct aviam
sororemBritann ic i const it erit quippe sibi supremum
auxiliume rept ume t parric idii e xemplumint e llegebat .

Octavia quoque , quamvis rudibus annis , dolorem,

carit at em, omnis adfect us abscondere didicerat .

It a post breve S i lentium repe t it a convivi lae titia .

XVI I . Nox e ademnecemBritannici e t rogumcon

iunxit , proviso ante funebri parat u , quimodi cus fuit .
In campo t amen Martis sepult us est adeo t urbidi s

imbribus, ut vulgus iramdeum port endi credide rit

adve rsus facinus, cui ple rique e tiam1 hominum
ignoscebant , antiquas fratrumdiscordi as et insocia

b ile regnum a est imant es. T radunt ple rique corum
temporum script ores , crebris ante e xit ium diebus

illusum isse puerit iae Britannici Neronem, ut iam
non praemat ura ne que saeva mors videri qu e at ,

quamvis inte r sacra mensae , ne tempore quidemad

comple xumsororum dato , ante oculos in imi ci pro
pe rata s it in illumsupremumClaudiorumsanguinem.

stupro prius quamveneno pollut um. Fest inat ionem
exsequiarumedicto Cae sa r defendi t , it a 2 ma ioribus
inst it ut umrefe rens , subt rahere oculis ace rba fune ra
ne que lauda t ionibus aut pompa de t inere . Ce te rum

1
e t iam] t amemHeinsius, Halm.

2 it a Ha lm id a M ed .

1
, id M ed .

1 In t he MausoleumofAugust us ( I . 8
2 Whose ethica l code might be expect ed t o be more

rigid , S ince they lack t he t rue Olympi an impart ia lit y erga

bona ma la gua not ed a t XVI. 33 . But the t ext does not

inspire complet e confidence .
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andmenta l anguish tha t it w as obvious she had be en
as comple te ly in the dark as the prince ’s siste r
Octavi a . She sa w , in fact , that he r last hope had
be en taken—that the pre cedent for ma tricide had
be en se t . Octavi a , t oo , youth and ine xpe rience
notwi thstanding , had le arne d t o hide her grie fs , her
affe ctions , her e ve ry emotion . Conseque ntly , a fte r
a short si lence , the ameni tie s of t he banque t we re
re sumed .

XVI I . T he same n ight saw t he murde r ofBritan
niens and his pyre , t he fune ra l apparatus—mode s t
enough—having be en provided in advance . Stil l ,
his ashe s we re buried in t he Fie ld ofMars ,1 unde r
such a tempe st ofra in that t he crowd be l ie ved it t o
fore shadow t he ange r of t he gods aga inst a crime
which , e ven amongmen ,

2
w as condoned byt he many

w ho took into account t he ancie nt instance s of

brothe rly hatred and t he fact that autocracy knows
no partne rship . T he asse rtion is made bymany
contempora ry authors tha t , for days be fore t he

murde r , t he worst ofa ll outrage s had be en offe re d
byNe ro t o the boyish ye a rs ofBritannicus in which
case , it ce ase s t o be possible t o rega rd his de ath as

e ithe r premature or crue l , though it w as amid
the sanctitie s of t he table , without e ven a re spite
a llowed in which t o embrace his s iste r , and unde r
t he eye s ofhis enemy , that the hurried doom fe l l
on this last scion oft he Claudi an house , upon whom
l ust had done its uncle an work be fore t he poison .

T he hastine ss of t he fune ra l w as vindicated in an

edi ct of the Caesar , w ho ca lled t o mind that it
w as a national tradi tion t o withdraw the se untime ly
obse quie s from t he public ga ze and not t o de ta in
i t by panegyrics and processions . Howe ve r , now

2 9
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e t s ibi amisso frat ris auxi lio re liquas spes in re pub l ica
s itas , e t tanto magis fovendumpat ribus populoque

principem, qui unus supe resse t e famil ia summumad

fastig iumgen ita .

XVI I I . Eximlargit ione pot issimos amicorumaux it .

Nec defuere qui argue rent vi ros gra vit a t emadseve r

antis , quod domos , villas , id t emporis quas i praedam
divisissent . Ali i necessit at emadhibit amcredebant

a principe , sceleris s ib i conscio c t veniamspe rante ,

S i largit ionibus validissimumquemque obst rinxisse t .

At matris ira nulla munifi cent ia leniri , sed ample ct i
O ct aviam, crebra cumamicis se cre ta habe re ,

supe r
ingenit am avarit iam undique pecunias quas i in
subs idiumcorripiens , t ribunos e t cent uriones comit e r
e xcipe re ,

nomina e t virt ut es nobilium, qui e tiamt um
supererant , in honore habe re , quasi quaerere t ducem
e t part is . Cognitum id Ne roni , exculi iasque mil i
taris , quae ut coniugi impe rat oris ol im,

t umut matri
se i'vabant ur , e t Ge rmanos nuper e undem in 1 hono
rem custode s addit os degredi inhe t . Ac ne coe t u

salut ant iumfrequent are t ur , sepa rat domummat rem
que transfe rt in e am, quae Ant oniae fue rat , quotiens
ipse illuc vent it are t , saept us turba centurionume t

post bre ve osculumdigrediens.

XIX . Nihi l re rummort alium t am instabi le ac

1 nuper eundemin Boet ticher super eundem.

1 T he Claudian house , ofwhich he w as a member by adop
t ion and on t he mother’s side by descent .

2 See XV . 58 n .

3 Claudius’mother—the grandmother ofAgrippina .
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tha t he had lost t he a id ofhis brothe r , not only we re
his rema in ing hope s centred in t he state , bu t t he

senate and people themse lve s must so much t he

more che rish the i r prince as t he one survivor ofa

fami ly 1 born t o the he ights ofpowe r .
XVI I I . He now confe rred bountie s on his chie f

friends . Nor we re accuse rs wanting for t he men of

professed auste rity , w ho a t such a moment had
partitioned town and country house s l ike so much
loot . Othe rs be l ieved that compulsion had be en

appl ied by t he empe ror , conscience - struck by his
crime bu t hope ful of pardon , i f he could lay t he

powe rful unde r obligation by a di splay ofl ibe ra l ity .

But hismothe r ’s ange r nomunificence could assuage .

She took Octavia t o he r hea rt ; she he ld fre quent and
private inte rviews wi th her friends ; while with e ven
more than he r native cupidity she appropriated
money fromall source s , apparently t o cre ate a fund
for eme rgencie s . Tribune s and centurions she

rece i ved with suavity and for the name s and vi rtue s
of t he nobi l ity—the re w as a nob i l ity sti l l— she

showed - a re spect which indicated that she w as in

que st ofa le ade r and a faction . Ne ro knew it , and

gave orde rs t o w i thdraw t he mi li tary watch , which
she had re ce ived as t he wife , and re ta ined as t he

mothe r , oft he sove re ign , a long with t he Ge rmans 2
late ly assigned t o he r as a bodygua rd for t he same
complimentary motive . That he r levees Should
not be frequented by a crowd ofvisitants , he made
his ow n e stab l ishment separate

,
insta lled his mothe r

in t he house once be long ing t o Antonia ,
3
and , at his

visits t o he r ne w qua rte rs , came surrounded by a

throng ofcenturions and le ft afte r a pe rfunctory kiss .
XIX. Nothing in the l ist ofmorta l things is so

3 1



THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

fluxumest quam fama pot ent ia e non sua vi nixac .

Statimre lict umAgrippina e limen nemo sola ri , nemo
adi re pra e te r paucas feminas , amore an odio ince rtas .
Ex quibus e rat Iunia S ilana , quammatrimon io C. Sili
a Me ssa lina depulsamsupra re t t uli , ins ignis gene re
forma lascivia , e t Agrippinae diu percara , mox
occult is inte r e as offens ionibus , quia Sext iumAfri
canummob i lem iuvenema nupt i is Silanae de t erru

ra t Agrippina , inpudicam e t vergent em annis
di ct it ans , non u t Africanum s ibi seponere t , sed ne

opibus e t orbitate Silanae marit us pot ere t ur . I lla
spe ult ionis ob lata parat accusat ores e x cli ent ibus

suis , It uriume t Calvisium,
non ve te ra e t saep ius iam

audita defe rens , quod Britannicimortemlugere t aut
O ct aviae iniurias evulgare t , sed dest inavisse e am
Rube lliumPlaut um, per mat ernamoriginempari ac
Ne ro gradu a divo Augusto , ad res nova s e xt olle re
coniugioque e ius e t iam impe rio 1

rem publi cam
rursus invade re . Haec It urius e t Calvisius At ime t o
Dorni t iae Neronis amit ae l ibe rto ,

aperiunt . Qui
lae t us obla t is (quippe inte r Agrippiname t Domit iam
infensa aemulatio e xercebat ur) Paridemhist rionem,

libert um e t ipsum Dorn it ia e ,
impulit ire prope re

crimenqu e at rocit er deferre .

1
e t iamimperio J . F . Gronovius : et iamperio M ed , e t

imperio Nipp erdey.

1 XI. 12 .

2 Son ofRubellius Blandus and Drusus
’

daught er Julia
(VI . 27 ) t herefore great -

grandson ofT iberius, and great grea t
grandson ofT iberius’ adopt ive fa therAugust us, t o whomNero
st ood in the same re la t ionship by di rect descent on the

mot her’s side—See XIV . 22 ; 57 sqq .

2 Siste r ofMessa lina
’

smot her. Her husband Crispus Pas
Sienus (VI . 20 u . ) had di vorced her in order t omarryAgri ppina ,

whence , no doubt , t he feud.
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unstable and so fle e ting as t he fame attached to a

powe r not based on i ts ow n strength . Immedi ate ly
Agrippina

’s thre shold w as forsake n : condolence s
the re we re none ; visits the re we re none , e xcept
froma few women , whe the r out oflove or hatred is
unce rta in . Among them w as Junia S i lana , dri ve n
byMe ssa l ina fromhe r husband Si lanus , as I re lated
above .

1 Eminent equa l ly in b lood , beauty , and

voluptuousne ss She w as long t he bosom friend of

Agrippina . Then came a private quarre l be twe en
t he pa i r : for Agrippina had de te rred t he young
noble Sext ius Africanus frommarriage w ith Si lana
by de scrib ing he r as a woman of no mora ls and

unce rta in age ; not with t he intention ofre se rving
Africanus for he rse lf, but t o ke ep a we a lthy and

childle ss widow from passing into the posse ssion
ofa husband . With t he prospe ct ofre venge pre
senting i tse lf, Silana now suborned t w o ofhe r clients ,
It urius and Calvisius , t o unde rtake t he accusa tion ;
he r charge be ing not t he old , oft - he a rd ta le that
Agrippina w as mourning t he de ath ofBritann icus or
publishing t he wrongs ofOctavia , but that she had
de te rmined t o encourage Rube llius Plautus 2 into
re volution—ou t he mate rna l side he w as a de sce u
dant oft he de ified Augustus in t he same degre e as

Ne ro—and as the pa rtne r ofhis couch and then of

his throne t o make he r w ay once more into t he

conduct ofaffa i rs . T he charge s we re communicated
by It urius and Calvi sius t o At ime t us , a fre edman of

Ne ro ’s aunt Domit ia .

3 Ove rjoyed a t this windfa ll
for competition w as bitte r betwe en Agrippina and

Domit ia—At ime t us incited t he actor Pa llas , also a

fre edman ofDomi t ia , t o go on t he instant and present
the charge in t he darke st colours .
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XX . Prove cta nox e rat e t Ne roni pe r vinolent ia in

t raheba t ur , cumingredi t ur Paris , solitus alioquin id
t emporis luxus princip is intende re , sed tunc com
posit us ad ma est it iam, exposit oque indi cn ordine
it a audient em e xt erre t , ut non tantum mat rem
Plaut umque int erfi ce re , sed Burrume tiamdemovere
praefect ura de st inare t , tamquamAgrippinae gratia
provect um e t vicem reddent em. Fab ius Rusticus
auctor est , script os e sse ad Caec inamT uscumcodi
c illos , mandata ci prae t oriarumcohort iumcura , sed

ope Senecae dignat ionemBur ro re t ent am: Plin ius
e t Cluvius nihil dubit a t umde fide praefect i refe runt
sane Fab iu s inclinat ad laudes Sene cae , cuius amic it ia
florui t . Nos consensum auctorum se cut uri , quae 1

di ve rsa prodiderint , sub nominibus ipsorumt rademus .

Ne ro t repidus e t int erficiendae matris avidus non

prius differri pot ui t , quamBurrus ne ceme ius promit
t ere t , s i facinoris coarguere t ur : sed cuicumquc
medumparenti defensionemt ribuendam ne c a ccus a
tore s ade sse , sed vocem unius e x in imica domo
adfe rri : repu t are t t enebras e t vigilat am convivio
noct emomniaque t emerit at i e t inscit iae propiora .

XXI. Sic lenito princ ipisme tu e t luce orta it ur ad

1 quae G : qu i M ed , < si> qu i Ha lm. (after Wa lthe r) .

1 “T he most e loquent of t he modems, as Livy of t he

ancient s (Agr . generally ident ifi ed wit h t he air sa eculo

rummemor ia digna s ofQuin t . X . 1 , 104 ; apparent ly a legat ee ,

a long wi t h T a cit us and t he younger Pliny, under the will of
Dasumius VI . p .

2 See t he not e on XII. 43 .

2 M . Cluv ius Rufus , consul (snffectus) under Ca ligula , and

present at hi s murder (Jos. A .J . XIX . 1, accompani ed
Nero t o Gree ce , a ct ing ( in succession t o Gallio ) as hi s herald
(D. Cass. LXIII . lega t us of Hi spani a T arraconensis

under Galba (Hist . I . 8 ) afterwards a prominent Vit elli an ;
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Agrippinam, ut noscere t obiect a dissolvere t que ve l

poemas lue re t . Burrus ns manda t is Seneca coram
fungebat ur ; aderant e t e x libert is arb itr i sermonis.

De inde a Burro , post quam crimina e t auctore s
e xposui t , minacit er actnm. Et Agrippina , ferociae

memor , ”
Non mi ror ’

inqu it Silanam,
numquam

e di to part u ,matrumadfect us ignotos habe re ne que
enim pe r inde a parent ibus liberi quamab inpudi ca

adulte ri mut ant ur . Nec S i It urius e t Calvisius

adesis omn ibus fort un is novissimam suscipienda e

a ccusat ionis ope ram anui rependunt , i deo aut mihi
infami a parr icidii aut Caesari conscient ia subeunda

e st . NamDorni t iae inimi cit iis grat ias agerem, S i

benevolent ia me cum in Neronemme um cert are t :

nunc per concubinumAt ime t ume t hist rionemPa ri
dem quas i scaenae fabulas componit .

1 Baiarum
snarumpiscinas e x t ollebat , cumme is consiliis adopt io
e t proconsulare ius e t de s ignatio consulat us e t ce te ra
apiscendo impe rio praepararent ur . Aut exsist at

qui cohort is in urbe t empt at as , qui provi nciarum
fidem lab efact at am, denique se rvos ve l l ibe rtos ad

sce lus corruptos arguat . Vive re ego Britanni co

pot ient e re rum pot e ram? Ac Si Plautus aut quis
a l ius rem pub l icam iudicat urus obt inuerit , desunt

sci l ice t mihi accusat ores , qui non verba impat ient ia

1 T he w ords nun c componit w ere p lausibly transposed
byA

'

ipp erdey tofollow praepararent ur below .
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ca lmed , a t bre ak ofdaya v isit w as pa id t o Agrippina ;
w ho w as t o l isten t o t he charges , and rebut themor

pay t he pena lty . T he commission w as carri ed out

by Burrus unde r t he eye ofSe neca : a numbe r of

fre edmen a lso we re pre sent as witne sse s t o t he

conve rsation . Then ,
afte r recapitulating t he charge s

and the i r authors , Burrus adopted a thre aten ing
attitude . Agrippina summoned up her pride
I amnot astonishe d ,

”
she sa id , that S i lana , w ho

has neve r known mate rn ity , should have no know
ledge ofamothe r ’s he art : for parents do not change
the i r children as a wanton change s he r adu lte re rs .

Nor , i f It urius and Calvisius, afte r consuming t he

last morse l ofthe i r e state s , pay the i r aged mi stre ss
t he last abj ect se rvice ofunde rtaking a de lation , i s
that a reason why my ow n fa i r fame should be

darkened by t he b lood ofmy son or t he empe ror ’s
conscience bythat ofhismothe r For as t o Domit ia
—I should thank he r for he r e nmity

,
ifshe we re

compe ting w ith me in bene volence t o my Ne ro ,

inste ad ofstaging this come dy wi th the he lp ofhe r

bedfe l low At ime t us and he r mumme r Pa r is . In t he

days whenmycounse ls we re pre paring his adoption ,

his proconsula r powe r , his consulate in prospect , and
t he othe r steps t o his sove re ignty , She w as embe l
lishing the fish- ponds of her be loved Ba iae .

Or le t a man stand forth t o convi ct me of t am
pe ring with the guards in t he capita l —of shaking
t he a llegiance ofthe province s - or , fina lly , ofseduo
ing e ithe r s lave or freedman into crime ! Could
I have l ived with Britannicus on t he throne 2 And

i f Plautus or anothe r sha ll acquire the empire and

sit in j udgement , amI t o assume the re is a de a rth of

accuse rs prepared t o indict me
,
no longe r for t he
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carit a t is aliquando incauta , sed e a crimina obiciant ,

quibus nisi a fi lio absolv i non possim.

”

Commot is
qui aderant ult roque spiritus e ius mi t igant ibus
conloqu ium fi lii e xposcit ; ubi nihi l pro innocentia ,
quas i diffide re t , ne c de 1 bene fi ci is , quas i e xprobrare t ,
disseru it , sed ult ionemin de latores e t praemia amicis
obt inu it .

XXI I . Praefect ura annonae Faenio Rufo , cura ln
dorum, qui a Caesare parabant ur , Arrunt io St e llae ,

Aegyptus Ti .2 Balbillo permit t unt ur. Suria P .

Ant e io de stinata , se t vari is mox art ibus e lusus , ad

post remumin urbe re t ent us est . At Si lana in e xilium
a cta , Ca lvisius quoque e t It urius relegant ur ; de

A t ime t o supplic iumsumpt um, validi ore apud libidine s

princ ipis Pa ride , quamu t poena adficere t ur. Plautus
ad praese ns S i lentio t ransmissus est .

XXI I I . Deferunt ur dehinc consensisse Pa l las ac

Burrus , ut Corne lius Sulla clarit udine gene ris e t ad

fi nit a t e Claudii , cui pe r nupt ias Ant oniae gene r e rat ,
ad impe riumvocare t ur . Eius accusat ionis auctor e x
t it it Fa ctus quidam, e xe rcendi s apud a e ra riumsec

t ionibus famosus e t t umvanit at is manifest us. Nec

t amgrata Pallant is innocentia quamgravis supe rbia
fuit : quippe nomina t is libert is e i us , quos conscios

1 <de> Acida lius.

2 T i . Labus C.

1 He w as, however, execu t ed la t er (67 AD . ) by Nero as a

professional rival (Suet . Ner. 54 ; D. Cass. LXIII . H is
only connect ion w i th t he more famous Paris of t he Flav iau

period is t he name
,
which w as common on the st age .

2 Chap . 47 n .
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occasiona l hasty utte rance s ofan i l l - regulate d love ,

but for guilt fromwhich only a son can absolve ?
T he liste ne rs we re moved , and ve ntured an attempt
t o ca lmhe r transports , but she demanded an inte r
view with he r son . The re She ne ithe r spoke in

support of he r innocence , as though She could
ente rta in misg i vings , nor on t he theme of he r

se rvice s , as though she would cast themin his te e th ,
but procured venge ance upon her accuse rs and

re cognit ion for he r friends .

XXI I . T he pre fe ctship of t he corn supply w as

awarded t o Faenius Rufus ; t he supe rvis ion oft he

Game s , now in preparation by t he Ca e sar , t o Ar
runt ius Ste l la ; Egypt , t o Tibe rius Ba lbillus . Syria
w as marked out for Publ ius Ant e ius ; but late r , by
one subte rfuge or anothe r , his cla ims we re e luded ,
and fina lly he w as kept in Rome . S i lana , on t he

othe r side , w as driven into e xile ; Calvisius and

It urius, a lso , we re re legated ; on At ime t us t he

de ath pena lty w as infl icted , Pa ris be ing t oo powe rful
a figure in t he debauche rie s of t he empe ror t o be
l iable t o puni shment .

1 Plautus , for t he moment ,
w as passed ove r in silence .

XXI I I . Information w as ne xt la id that Pa l la s
and Burrus had agre ed t o ca ll Corne lius Sulla 2 t o t he
empire , on t he strength ofhis distinguished race and

his connection with Claudius , whose son - in - law he

had be come by his ma rriage w ith Antonia . T he

accusation w as fathe red bya ce rta in Pae t us , notorious
for t he systemati c purchase of confisca ted e state s
fromt he treas ury , and now pla inly guilty offa lsehood .

But t he innocence of Pa l las gave le ss ple asure
than his a rrogance e voked disgust : for when the

fre edmen we re named whose complicity he w as
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habe ret , respondit nihil umquamse domi nis i nutu aut
manu S igni fi casse , vel S i plura demons t randa essent ,

scripto usum,
me vocemconsociare t . Burrus quamvis

re us inte r indi ces sent ent iam di xit . Exiliumque
a ccusatori inroga t ume t tabulae e xust ae sunt , quibus

obli t t e rat a a erarii nomina 1
re t raheba t .

XX IV . Fine ann i statio cohort is ads idere ludis

soli ta demove t ur , quo ma ior spe cies libert at is esse t
ut que mi le s theat rali

‘

licent ia e non pe rmi xtus incor
rupt ior agere t e t plebes daret e xp eriment um, an

amot is cust odibus modest iam re t inere t . Urbem
princeps lust ravit ex responso harusp icum, quod lovi s

ac M inervae a ede s de cae lo t act ae e rant .

XXV . Q . VolusioP . Scipione consulibus ot i umforis ,
foeda domi las civia , qua Ne ro itine ra urbis e t lupa

naria e t devert icula ve ste s e rvili in di ssimulat ionem
sui composit us pererraba t , comit ant ibus qui raperent
vendition i e xposit a e t obvi is vulne ra infe rrent ,

adve rsus ignaros adeo , ut ipse quoque e xc ipere t ictus
e t ore praefe rre t . De inde ubi Cae saremesse , qui

grassare t ur , pernot u it augebant urque iniuriae

adve rsus vi ros feminasque ins ignis , e t qui dam
1
nomina J . F . Gronovius moniment a .

1 Since he w as a kni ght , the t rialmust hav e been he ld, not

in t he Sena t e , bu t in t he privat e court oft he emperor.
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a lleged t o have us ed , he replied that , unde r his
ow n roof, he had ne ve r intimated an orde r but by
a nod or amotion ofthe hand ; or , i fmore explanation
w as ne eded , he had used writing , so as t o avoid
all inte rchange of spe e ch . Burrus , though on his
tria l , re corded his vote among t he j udge s .1 Sentence
ofbanishment w as passed on t he prose cutor , and the
account books , byhe lp ofwhich he w as resuscitating
forgotten cla ims ofthe treasury , we re burned .

XXIV . At t he end oft he ye ar , the cohort usua l ly
present on guard a t t he Game s w as withdrawn ;
the obj e cts be ing t o g ive a greate r appe arance of

l ibe rty , t o prevent t he troops frombe ing corrupte d
by t oo close contact with t he l icence ofthe the atre ,
and t o test whe the r t he populace would continue
its orde rly behaviour when its custodi ans we re
removed . A lustration oft he city w as carried out

by the empe ror at t he re commendation of t he

soothsaye rs , s ince t he temple s of Jupite r and

Mine rva had be en struck bylightni ng .

XXV . T he consulate of Quintus Volusius and

Publi us Scipio w as marked by pe ace abroad and by
disgrace ful e xce sse s at home , whe re Ne ro—his
identity dissembled unde r t he dre ss of a s lave
ranged t he stre e ts , t he brothe ls , and t he wine - shops
oft he capita l , with an e scort whose dutie s we re t o
snatch wa re s e xhibited for sa le and t o assault all

pe rsons theyme t , t he vi ct ims having so li ttle inkl ing
oft he truth that he himse lf took his buffe ts w ith the
re st and bore the i r imprints on his face . Then ,

it
be came notorious that t he depredator w as t he

Cae sar ; outrage s on men and women ofrank in
cre as ed ; othe rs , ava i ling themse l ve s oft he l ice nce
once accorded , began w i th impunity , unde r t he

4x
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permissa seme l licent ia sub nomine Ne ronis inulti
propri is cum globis e adem e xercebant , in modum
capt ivit at is nox agebat ur ; Iuliusque Montanus
sena t orn ordin is , sed qui nondumhonoremcapessisse t ,

congressus forte per t enebras cum principe , quia
vi at t empt ant emacrit er reppulerat , de inde adgnit um
orave rat , quasi e xprobrasse t , mori adact us est .

Ne ro t amen 1 me tuent ior in post e rummi l ites sibi e t
ple rosque gladia t ores circumdedit , qui rixaruminitia
modica e t quas i privata sinerent : s i a laesis va lidius

age re t ur, arma inferebant . Ludicramquoque lice u
tiame t fautore s hist rionumve lut in proe lia conve rt it
inpunit at e e t praemiis atque ipse occult us e t ple

rumque coramprospect ans , done c discordi populo e t

graviorismotus te rrore non a li ud remediumrepert um
est , quamu t histrione s Ita l ia pe lle rent ur milesque
the a t ro rursumadside re t .

XXVI . Pe r idemtempus act umin sematu de frandi
bus libe rt orum. efflagit at umque ut adve rsus ma le
me rit os revocandae libert at is ius pat ronis dare t ur .

Nec de erant qui cense rent , sed consules re la t ionem
incipe re non aus i igna ro principe , pe rscripsere tamem
e i consensumsenatus . I lle an auctor const it u t ioni s
fi ere t , .

2
ut inte r paucos e t sententiae dive rsos ,3

1 t amen Petersen : hi or a fi . Andresen.

3 diversos I/ ip sius adversos.

1 T he t ext is past rest ora t ion ,
but t he di scussion t akes place

a t a priva t e council in t he palace .
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quibusdamcoali t amlibe rtate inreverent iameo pro

rup isse frement ibus , ut ne ae quo quidem1
cum

pa t ronis iure agerent , pat ient iameoruminsult arent 2
ac ve rberibus manus ult ro int enderent , impune 3

ve l poenamsuamipsi suadent es .

4 Quid enimaliud
lae so patrono concessum, quamut cent esimumultra
lapidem in oram Campania e libert um re lege t

?

Ce t e ras a ct ione s promiscas e t pare s e sse t ribuendum
aliquod t e lum, quod Spe rmi ne que at . Nec grave
manu mi ssis pe r idemobsequiumre t inendi libe rta
t em, pe r quod ads e cut i S int at criminummanifestos
me rito ad se rvit ut emre t rahi , ut me tu coerce ant ur ,

quos beneficia nonmu t avissent .

XXVI I . Disse rebat ur contra : paucorum culpam
ipsis e xit iosam esse debe re , nihil unive rsorum i uri
de rogandum; quippe late fusum id corpus . Hinc

plerumqu e tribus decurias , ministe ria magist rat ibus
e t sacerdot ibus , cohort is e tiam in urbe conscriptas ;
e t plur imis equi t um, plerisque senat oribus non

a l iunde orig inem trahi : S i separarent ur l ibe rt ini ,
mani fe stamfore penuriamingenuorum. Non frustra

1
ut ne ae quo <quidem> H i ller vine an aequo .

2
pat ient iam insult arent Rup erti sentent iam

consultarent .

3 impun e M uretas impulere .

4 ipsi suadente s Al adm’

g : dissuadent es. M ed , ali i al ia .

T he w hole passage , how ever, is hop eless.

1 T he gayest and ,
t o the delinquent ,most desirable part of

It a ly, beginni ng convenient ly a t t he hundred and seventh
milest one . T he pena lt y w as t herefore a s Gilbert ian as T rimal
chio ’

s relegat ion ofhis hall - porte r fromCumae t o Baiae
(Pe t r. Sa t .

2 T he ir only import ance now w as tha t they qualifi ed for the
corn - dole .
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indignant that insolence , grown ha rde r with
libe rty , had reached a point whe re fre edmen we re no
longe r content t o be equa l be fore t he law with the i r
patrons , but mocked the i r tamene ss and actua lly
ra ised the i r hands t o strike , without pun ishment—o r

w ith a punishment sugge sted by themse lve s ! For

what redre ss w as a llowed t o an inj ured patron ,

e xcept t o re legate his fre edman beyond the hun

dredth mile stone t o the beache s of Campania ? 1
For anything e lse , the law - courts we re open t o both
on e qua l te rms ; and some weapon which it would
be impossib le t o despis e ought t o be put into t he

hands oft he fre eborn . It would be no great burden
t o a manumitted slave t o ke ep his fre edomby t he

same obedi ence which had e arned it : on t he othe r
hand , notorious offende rs de se rved t o be brought
back t o the i r bondage , so that fe ar might coe rce
those whomkindne ss had not re formed .

”

XXVI I . It w as urged on the othe r S ide that t he

gui lt ofa fe w pe rsons ought t o be fata l only t o them
se lve s : the rights of t he class at large ought t o
suffe r no de triment . For t he body in que stion w as

wide ly extended . Fromit the tribe s ,2 t he de curie s ,3
the ass istants of the magistrate s and priests we re
ve ry large ly re cruited ; so a lso t he cohorts 4 enrolled
in t he capita l ; while t he origin ofmost knights and
ofmany senators w as drawn fromno othe r source .

I f the fre ed we re se t apart , the paucity ofthe fre e
would be apparent ! It w as not without re ason that

3 Guilds ofmagist ra t es’ assist ant s—scribes, lict ors, e t c.

T heministeria include t hose not organi zed in decuries—order

lies (accensi ) , criers (cala tores ), e t c .

‘1 Not the urban cohort s ( IV. 5 but the night - w a t ch

and fi re - brigade ( vigi les) see XI . 35 n .
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ma iore s , cumdignit at emordinumdivide rent , l ibe rta
t emin communi posu isse . Quin e t manu mit t endi
duas spe cie s institutas , ut re linquere t ur paenit ent iae
aut novo bene fi cio locus . Quos vindicta pat ronus

non libe raverit , ve lut vinclo se rvit ut is a t t ineri . Di
Sp ice re t quisque me rita t ardeque concedere t , quod
datum non adime re t ur . Hae c sententia valuit ,
scripsit que Caesa r senat u i , privatim e xpenderent

causamlibert orum, quotiens a pat ronis arguerent ur

in commune nihil de rogarent . Nec multo post
e rept us amit ae libert us Pa ris quas i iure civi l i , non

s ine i nfamia principis , cuius iussu perpe t rat um
ingenu it at is indiciume rat .

XXVI I I . M anebat nihilo minus quaedam imago
re i publ icae . Namint e rVibulliumprae t oreme t plebe i
t ribunumAnt ist iumort umce rtamen , quod inmode stos
fautore s hist rionum e t a prae t ore in vincla due tos
t ribunus omit t i iussisse t . Conprobave re patre s ,
incusat a Ant ist ii li cent ia . Simul prohibit i tribuni
ius pra e t orume t consulumprae ripe re aut voca re e x

Ita l ia , cumquibus lege agi posse t . Addidit L . Piso
designat us consul ,me quid intra domumpro pote state
advert e rent , ne ve multamab iis dict amquaest ores

1 I . Formal and comple t e emancipa t ion, effe ct ed (a ) byt he

wand ( vindicta ), t he name coming fromt he wand la id on the

S lave
’

s head during t he ceremony ; (b) by causing t he slave t o
be enrolled as a cit izen by t he Censor (censu ) ; (c) bywill ( testa
mento) . II . Informa l and incomple t e emancipa t ion , effect ed

(a ) by a verba l declara t ion in t he presence ofwitnesses ( inter
amicos) ; (b) by a wri t t en and count ersigned declara t ion (per
ep istulam) ; (c) by invit ing the slave t o hi s mast er’s t able

(convivio).
2 Paris had pa id Domit ia sest erces for his freedom,

and recla imed t he sumon t he ground tha t he w as ofingenuous
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our ance stors , when di stinguishing t he pos ition of

t he orde rs , made fre edomt he common prope rty of

all. Aga in , t w o forms ofmanumiss ion 1 had be en
instituted , so as t o le a ve roomfor a change ofmind or
a fresh favour . All , whose patron had not libe rated
themby t he wand , we re sti ll , it might be sa id , he ld
by t he bond of se rvitude . T he owne r must look
ca re fully into the me rits ofe ach case , and be S low in
granting what , once given , could not be taken away .

This view pre va i led , and the Cae sa r wrote to the

senate t hat they must conside r indi vidua lly all case s
offre edmen accused by the i r patrons : no gene ra l
rights w e re t o be abrogated —Nor w as i t long be fore
his aunt w as robbed of her fre edman Pa ris , out

w ardly by process of civil law ,

2
and not without

discredit t o t he sovere ign , bywhose orde r a ve rdict
ofingenuous birth had be en procured .

XXVI I I . There rema ined none t he le ss some
shadow oft he republic . For a dispute arose be twe en
t he praetor Vibullius and t he plebe ian tribune
Ant ist ius , because t he tribune had orde red t he

re lease of some disorde rly claqueurs thrown into
prison by t he praetor . T he Fathe rs approved t he

arre st , and censured t he libe rty taken byAnt ist ius .

At t he same time , t he tribune s we re forb idden t o

encroach on praetorian and consular j urisdiction or

t o summon litigants from Ita lian districts , Should a

civi l action be possible the re .

3 Lucius Piso , t he

consul des ignate , added a proposa l that the i r officia l
powe rs ofpuni shment should not be e xe rcised unde r
the i r ow n roofs : fine s infl icted by themwe re not t o

birth in v iew ofhis influence wi t h t he emperor, only one ver

dict w as possible (Dig. XII . 4 , 3 .

2 T he sent ence has not been sa t isfact orily e lucida t ed .
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a e ra rii in publicas tabulas ante quat t uor mense s
refe rrent ; medi o t emporis contra dice re licere t ,
de que eo consules st at uerent . Cohibit a artins e t

aedilium pote stas st at ut umque , quantum curule s
,

quantumplebe ii pignoris cape rent ve l poenae inro
ga rent . Et He lvidius Priscus t ribunus plebe i adve r
sus Obult roniumSabinum aerarii quaest orem con

t ent iones proprias exercuit , tamquam ius hast ae

adve rsus inope s inclement e r augere t .

1 De in prin
ceps curam t abularum publicarum a quaest oribus

ad praefect os t rans t uli t .

XXIX . Va rie hab ita ac saepemutata e ius re i forma .

NamAugustus senat u i permisit de lige re praefect os ;
de inde ambit u suffragiorum suspe ct o , sorte duce
bantur e x nume ro prae t orumqui prae essent . Ne que
id diu mansit , quia sors de e rraba t ad pa rumidoneos .

Tunc 2 Claudius qua est ores rursum imposu it , i isque .

ne me tu offensionumsegnius consulerent , e xtra ordi
nemhonores promisit : sed de erat robur ae t a t is eum
primum magist rat um capessent ibus . Igitur Ne ro
pra e t ura perfunct os e t e xperient ia probat os de legit .

XXX . Damna t us isdem consulibus Vipsanius

La enas ob Sardiniam provinciam a va re habitam.

Absolutus Cest ius Proculus repe t undarum, Cre t ensi

1
augeret ] agere t Ri cklefs.

2 t un e] t umN ipp erdey.

1 See XII. 49 11 . Whi ch ofthe brot hers ismeant , it is
impossible t o say : t here are diffi cult ies in the w ay ofboth
ident ifi cat ions.

2 T he sena t orial treasury—administ ered under the republic
by quaest ors, in the early years ofAugust us, by prefect s ;
then , from23 t o 44 A .D . , by praet ors. Claudius rest ored
the quaest ors, w ho were now (56 A.D. ) permanent ly replaced
by prefect s.
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be ente red in the public accounts by t he treasury
quae stors until four months had e lapsed ; in the

inte rva l , protests we re t o be a l lowable , t he de cis ion
lying with the consuls . T he powe rs ofthe aedile ship
we re a lso narrowed , and statutory limits we re fixed ,
up t o which the curule or plebe ian aedile s , as t he

case might be , could distra in or fine . T he tribune
He lvidius Prisons 1 prosecuted a private quarre l with
the tre asury - quaestor , Obult ronius Sabinus, by
a lleg ing that he w as carrying his right of sa le t o

me rci le ss lengths aga inst t he poor . T he empe ror
then transfe rred t he charge ofthe publ ic accounts
fromthe quae stors t o pre fe cts .

XXIX . T he organi zation ofthis department 2 had
be en va riable and often modi fied . Augustus le ft
t he choice ofpre fects t o the senate ; then , as i ll icit
canvass ing w as apprehende d , t he men t o occupy the
post we re drawn by lot from t he whole body of

praetors . This a lso w as a short- l ived expedient , as t he
lot tended t o stray t o t he unfit . Ne xt , Claudius re in
stated the quae stors , and—lest the i r ze a l should be
blunted by t he fe a r ofmaking enemie s—guarante ed
them promotion outside t he usua l orde r .3 But , as
this w as the ir first magistracy , they wanted t he

stabi l ity ofmature ye a rs : Ne ro , the re fore , filled t he
office wi th e x- praetors w ho had stood t he te st of

e xpe r i ence .

XXX . In the same consulate , Vipsanius Laenas

w as found guilty ofma lve rsation in his province of

Sardinia ; Cest ius Proculus w as acquitted on a

2 T heir t ermofoffi ce w as t hree years, inst ead ofone as

previously , and a t i t s expiry t hey passed immedi at ely t o t he
prae torship, W i t hou t a pre liminary t ribunat e or aedile
ship .
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bus 1 accusan t ibus . Clodius Quirina li s , quod prae
fe c t us remigum, qui Ravenn ae habe rent ur, ve lut in
fimamnat ionumIt aliamluxuria sa evit iaque adflict a
visse t , veneno da

'mnat ionem ant e iit . Cani nius

Rebilus , ex primoribus pe rit ia legume t pecuniaemag
nit udine , cruciatus aegrae senect ae misso per venas
sanguine effugit , haud credit us suffi ce re ad constan
tiam sumendae mortis , ob libidines muliebrit e r
infamis. At L . Volusius egregia fama conce ssit , cui
tre s e t nonagint a ann i Spatiumvive ndi prae c ipuae que
ope s bonis art ibus inoffensa t ot impe ra t orumamicitia 2

fuit .
XXXI . Ne rone ite rumL . Pisone consulibus pauca
memoria digna e vene re , nisi cui libe a t laudandis
fundament is e t t rabibus , quis molem amphit he a t ri
apud campumMartis Ca e sar e xt ruxerat , volumina
imple re , cumex digni tate populi Romani repe rt um
s it res inlust res annalibus , ta lia di urnis urbi s actis
mandare . Cete rum coloniae Capua atque Nuce ria
addit is ve t e ranis fi rma t ae sunt , plebe ique congiarium
quadringeni nummi virit im dati , e t sestertium
quadringent iens ae rario inla t um e st ad re t inendam
populi fidem. Ve ctiga l quoque quint ae e t vicensimae
vena liummancipiorumremissum,

spe cie magis quam
1 Cre t ensibus Nipp erdey credent ibus.

2
amicit ia Lip sw s ma l it ia .

1 A ra t her acid a llusion t o t he int erest s oft he e lder Pliny.

T he beam” whi ch aroused hi s admira t ion—e la rice, longa

pedes CXX , bipeda li crassi tudine a equa lis
—is descri bed at H .N

XVI. 40 , 200 , and no doubt received appropria t e not ice in
his Hist ory

—For t he urban gaze t t e ,
”
see III . 3 n .

A wooden st ruct ure , erect ed in less than a year (Sue t .

Ner. 12
3 Imposed by Augustus, fift y years earlier, t o defray the

expenses of his vigiles (XI. 35 T he “remission ”
w as

50



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

vi , quia cumvenditor pendere iubere t ur , in partem
pre t i i empt oribus adcrescebat . Et edixit 1 Caesar , ne
qui s magistratus ant procurator in provincia , quam2

obt inere t , spec t aculum gladiat orum aut ferarum
aut quod a l iud ludicrum edere t . Nam ante non

minus ta l i largit ione quam corripiendi s pecuni is

subiect os adfligebant , dum, quae l ibidine de liquerant ,
ambit u propugnant .

XXXI I . Factume t senatus consult umult ioni iuxt a

e t securit a t i , ut si quis a suis se rvis int erfect us e sse t , i i
quoque , qui te stamentomanu mi ss i sub eodemtecto
mansissent , inte r se rvos suppli cia penderent . Reddi
tur ordin i Lurius Varus 3 consularis , avarit iae crimini
bus olimperculsus . Et Pomponia G ra ecina i nsignis
femina ,

A.

4 Plantio , quemovasse de Brit annis re t t uli ,
nupt a ac superst it ion is e xte rnae re a , mariti iudicio
permissa . Isque prisco instituto propinqu is coramde
capite famaque coni ugis cognovit e t insont em
nunt iavit .

5 Longa hui c 6 Pomponiae aetas e t con
‘tinua t rist it ia fui t . Nam post IuliamDrus i fi liam
dolo M essalinae int erfect amper quadragint a anuos

1 Et edi xi t Andresen : e t dixit M ed. , edix it vulg.

2 <quam> M advig.

2 Varus Nipp er-deg : Varius.

‘1 <A.> Nipp erdey.

5
nunt iav it ] pronunt iavit M uretns.

6 huic] hinc Nene .

1 Apparent ly a daught er ofOvid’

sfriend, PomponiusGraeci
nus

,
and nie ce ofPomponius Flacons (II. 32 , 41, 66 ; VI.

2 Under the year 47 A.D . , t herefore in t he lost beginning of
Book XI.

3 Christ iani ty , as w as first suggest ed byLipsius ; since whose
day t he ca t acombs have furni shed inscript ions of Pomponii
Bassi and a Pomponi us Graecinus. T he dat e of t he t ria l
would be approxima t ely t hat ofthe Epist le t o the Romans.
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w as now re qui red fromthe vendor , the buye rs found
t he amount added as pa rt ofthe pri ce . T he Cae sa r ,
t oo , issued an edict that no mag istrate or procura t or
should , in t he province for which he w as re spons ib le ,

e xhibit a gladiatoria l spectacle , a display of wild
be asts , or any othe r ente rta inment . Pre viously ,
a subj ect commun ity suffe red as much from t he

spurious libe ra l ity as fromthe rapacity ofi ts gove r
nors , scre ening as they di d bycorruption t he offence s
they had commi tted in wantonne ss .
XXXI I . The re w as passed , a lso , a senatoria l

decre e , punitive a t once and precautiona ry , that , i f
a maste r had be en assassinated by his ow n s lave s ,
e ven those manumi tted unde r his wi ll , but rema ining
unde r t he same roof, should suffe r the penalty among
the rest . T he consula r Lurius Varus , sentenced
long be fore unde r cha rge s ofe xtor t ion , w as re stored
to his rank . Pomponia G raec ina ,

1
a woman ofhigh

fami ly , married t o Aulus Plautius—whose ovation
afte r t he British campa ign I re corded e arli e r 2—and

now arra igned for a lien supe rstition ,

3
w as le ft t o t he

j urisdiction ofhe r husband .

4 Fo llowing t he ancie nt
cus tom,

he he ld t he inquiry , which w as t o dete rmine
the fate and fame ofhis wife , be fore a fami ly council ,
and announce d her innocent . Pompon ia w as a

woman de stined t o long l ife and to continuous grief
for afte r Julia ,

5 t he daughte r ofDrusus , had be en
done t o death by t he treache ry ofMe ssa l ina , She

survi ved for forty years , dressed in pe rpetua lmourn
‘1 Her creed, as w as oft en t he case la t er, ga ve rise t o a cha rge

ofimmora lity , on which she w as t ried and acquit t ed by t he

family council ( cf. II. 50 presided ov er by her husband .

5 Sec III. 29 , V. 6 n . , VI . 27 ; and , for her family conne ct ion
wit h t he Pomponii , II. 43 fi n. Messalina

’

smot ives for remov
ing her are uncert ain ; her agent w as Suilline ( chap .
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non cult u nis i lugubri , non animo nisi maest o egit ;

idque i ll i imperit ant e Claudio inpune ,mox ad gloriam
vert it .

XXXI I I . Idemannus plures reos habuit , quorum
P . Ce le remaccusante Asia , quia absolvere nequ ibat

Cae sa r , t raxit , sene ct a done c mortemobire t ; nam
Ce le r inte rfecto , u t memoravi , Si lano pro consule

magn itudine sce le ris ce te ra flagit ia obt egeba t .

Cossut ianum Capit onem Ci lice s de t ule rant macu
losumfoedumqu e e t idemins audaciae in provincia
ratum, quod in urbe exe rcue rat ; sed pe rvicaci
accusa t ione conflict at us postremo defensionemomisit
ac lege repe t undarum damnat us est . Pro Eprio

Marce llo , a quo Lycii res repe t ebant , e o usque
amb itus praevaluit , ut quidamaccusat orume ius e x i
liomult arent ur , tamquaminsont i pe riculumfecissent .

XXXIV . Ne rone te rtiumconsule S imul iniit consul
atumVa le rius Me ssa la , cuius proavum, orat orem
Corvinum, divo Augusto , abavo Neronis , collegamin

eo magist rat u fuisse pauci iamsenummeminerant .

Sed nobil i fami l iae honor auct us est oblat is in s ingu
los anuos quingenis sest e rt iis , quibus Messala
paupert at eminnox iamsust ent are t . Aure l io quoque
Co t t a e e t Ha t e rio Antonino annuampecuniamst at uit

princeps , quamvis pe r luxumavit as ope s dissipassent .

1 Chap . 1 .

2 XI . 6 n.

3 T i . Clodine Eprius Marce llus, twice consul (sufl
’

ectus) and
proconsul ofAsia from70 to 73 A.D . one oft hemost brilliant
and venomous ora t ors oft he age . For his humble origins and
enormous influence , see Dia l. 8 ; for hi s indi ctment ofT hrasea ,

XVI. 22 sqq . ; for his due ls with Helvidius Priscus, H ist . IV.

6 sqq . , 43 , Dia l. 5 ; for his implica t ion in t he conspiracy of

Cae cina Ali enus and suicide , D. Cass. LXVI . 16 .
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ing and lost in pe rpe tua l sorrow ; and a const ancv

unpun ished unde r the empi re of Claudius be came
late r a title t o glory .

XXXI I I . T he same year saw many on the i r t ria l .
Publius Ce le r , one oft he numbe r , indi cted by t he

province ofAsia , t he Cae sa r could not absolve : he

the re fore he ld the case in abeyance until t he de
fendant died ofold age ; for in his murde r (a l ready
re corded) 1 ofthe proconsul Si lanus , Ce le r had t o his
c redit a crime ofsufficient magnitude t o cove r the
re st ofhis de linquencie s . A charge had be en la id by
t he Ci licians aga inst Cossut ianus Capito ,2 a que stion ‘

able and repulsive characte r , w ho had assumed tha t
t he same charte red insolence which he had e xhib ited
in t he capita l would be pe rmitted in a province .

Beaten , howe ve r , bythe tenacity ofthe prose cution ,

he fina lly threw up his defence , and w as sentenced
unde r the law of e xtortion . On beha lf of Eprius

Marce llus ,3 fromwhom the Lycians we re cla iming
reparation , intrigue w as so effe cti ve that a numbe r of
his accuse rs we re pena l ized by e xile , on t he ground
that they had endange red an innoce ntman .

XXXIV . With Ne ro a thi rd time consul , Va le rius
Messa la ente red upon ofli ce as his colleague ,

his gre a t
grandfathe r , the orator Corvinus, be ing remembe red
now by only a fe w ofold men as associated in t he

same magistracy with t he de ified Augustus , grand
fathe r of Ne ro in t he third degre e . T he honour ,
howe ve r , ofa nob le fami ly rece ived some increment
in a ye arly subs idy offive hundred thousand se ste rce s ,
on which Me ssa la might support an hone st pove rty .

An annua l stipend w as a lso ass igned by t he empe ror
t o Aure lius Cotta and Hat erius Antoninus , though
they had dissipated the i r family e state s in profligacy .
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Eius anni principio mollibus adhuc ini t iis prola
tatum i nte r Part hos Romanosque de obt inenda

Armenia be llumacrit er sumit ur ,1 quia ne c Vologeses

sinebat fra t remT iridat en dati a se regni e xpe rt em
e sse aut alienae id pot ent iae donum habe re . e t

Corbulo dignummagni tudine populi Roman i rebat ur
parta olima Lucullo Pompe ioque recipere . Ad hoc
Armeni i amb igua fide ut raque a rma invi t abant , s itu
t errarum, s imi litudine morum Part his propiores

conubi isque permixt i ac libe rtate ignota illuc magis
ad se rvitiuminclinant es.

XXXV . SedCorbuloni plusmoli s adve rsus ignaviam
milit umquamcontra perfidiamhost iume rat : quippe
Suria t ransmot ae legione s , pace longa segnes,munia
castrorumRomanorum2

aegerrime t olerabant . Sat is
const it it fuisse in eo exe rcit u vete ranos , qui non

st a t ionem,
non vig ilias inissent , va llumfossamque

1
sumitur] resumit ur Heinsius.

2
ca st rorumRomanorumNipp erdey(castrorumBoetticher)

romanorum.

1 In t he t hird Mithr ida t ic IVar ( 74—63
2 T he not ice ofeast ern affa irs in chaps. 6—9 closed in 55

A .D . , some t ime aft er t he arrival ofCorbulo in Asia Minor.

Now ,
under t he anna list ic year 58 A .D . , t he narra t ive is t aken

up and carried t o t he fall ofArt axa t a (chap . T hen , under

t he anna li st ic year 60 A.D . , there is recorded in XIV . 23 sqq .

t he whole a ccoun t should be read consecut ively—the capt ure
ofT igranocert a , with t he event s culmina t ing in the induct ion
ofT igranes int o hi s ki ngdomand t he w ithdrawa l ofCorbulo
and t he legions . T he quest ion obviously arises —Where are

t he event s of59 A .D. re la t ed ? In XIII . 36 sqq . or XIV. 23
sqq . , or part in t he former pla ce , part in t he la t t er ? According
t o t he answer, three me t hods of da t ing are possible
Preparatorymeasures ofCorbulo (XIII . 35 S ed Corbuloni
pedita tu cohort ium) : (a ) (Mommsen) 55- 58 A.D . ; (b) (Furneaux )
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In t he beginning of the yea r , t he w ar be twe e n
Parthia and Rome for the posse ss ion ofArmenia ,
fe ebly begun , and till now ca rried on in dilatory
fashion , w as taken up with energy . For , on t he one

hand , Vologeses declined t o al low his brothe r Ti ri
date s t o be debarred fromt he kingdom, which he had
himse lf pre sented t o him, or t o hold it as the gift of
an a l ien powe r and , on the othe r , Corbulo cons ide red
it due t o themaj esty ofthe Roman nation t o re cove r
t he old conquests of Lucullus and Pompey .

1 In

addition , t he Armen ians—whose a lleg iance w as a

matte r of doubt—we re invoking t he a rms ofboth
powe rs ; though by geographi ca l pos it ion and

affinity ofmanne rs they stood close r t o t he Parthians ,
w e re connected with themby inte r—marriage , and ,

in

the i r ignorance of l ibe rty , we re more inclined t o

accept se rvitude in that qua rte r .

XXXV .

2 Sti ll , Corbulo
’

sma in difficulty w as rathe r
t o counte ract t he letha rgy of his troops than t o

thwart the pe rfidy ofhis e nemie s . For t he legions
transfe rred fromSyria showed , afte r t he ene rvation
ofa long peace , pronounce d re luctance t o unde rgo
t he duties ofa Roman camp . It w as a we l l - know n

fact that his army included veterans w ho had ne ve r
se rved on a picke t or a watch , w ho viewed t he ram
55—57 A .D. ; (c) (Egli , Henderson) 55- 57 A .D . Preliminary
winter in Armenia (XIII . 35 retentusque ignosceba tur )
(a ) 58- 59 A.D . ; (b) 57—58 A .D . , (0 ) 57—58 A.D . Op erationsresult
ing in the fall ofArtaxata (a ) 59 A .D . ; (b) 58 A .D . ; (c) 58 A .D .

and t he early summer of59 A .D. March upon and:fall of

T igranocerta : (a ) 60 A .D . ; (b) 59 A .D . ; (c ) la t e summer of59 A .D.

O ther operat ions, arrival of T igranes, withdrawal ofCorbulo
(a ) , (b), (c) 60 A .D.

—One ofthe syst emsmust be right : a ll, as

w ill be seen, are open to grave obj ect ions . In any case , t he

narra t ive ofT acitus—w ho had Corbulo
’

s ow nmemoirs to draw
upon—is singularly unsat isfact ory .
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quas i nova e t mira viserent , s ine ga le is , s ine loricis;
nitidi e t quaest uosi , mi l itia pe r oppida exple t a .

Igitur dimissis , quibus senect us aut vale t udo adve rsa
e rat , supplement umpe t ivit . Et habit i per G alat iam
Cappadociamque dilect us , adiect aque e x Ge rmania
legio cum equ it ibus alariis e t pedit a t u cohort ium.

Re t ent usqu e omnis e xe rc it us sub pe llibus , quamvis
hieme sa eva ade o , u t obduct a glacie nisi efl

'

ossa

humus t ent oriis locum non praebere t . Ambust i
mult oruma rtus vi frigoris e t quidaminte r excubias
e xanimat i sunt . Adnot at usque mi le s , qui fascem
lignorumgest abat , it a praerigu isse manus , u t one ri
adhaerent es t runcis brachiis deciderent . Ipse cult u

le vi , capite int ect o , in agmine , in laboribus frequens
ade sse , laudemst renu is, solac1um1ma11d15 e xemplum
omnibus ostende re . Debino quia durit iam cae li
mili t iaequemulti abnuebant de serebant que ,remedi um
seve rit at e quaes itum est . Nec enim, ut in aliis

e xercit ibus , primum alt erumque de l ictum venia
prosequebat ur , sed qui s igna re lique rat , stat im
capite poenas luebat . q ue usu sa lubre e t mise ri
cordia me l ius apparu it : quippe pauciores i l la castra
deseruere quame a , in quibus ignoscebat ur .

XXXVI . Inte rimCorbulo legionibus intra castra
habit is , _

donec ve r adolesce re t , disposit isque per

idoneos locos cohort ibusauxiliariis, ne pugnampriore s
auderent praedic it : curam praesidiorum Faccio

1 So far t he chapt er has dea lt with t he pre liminaries of

55 A .D. Now , W i t hout a word t o mark t he

t ransit ion , t he expedi t ionary force is found encamped in N
Armeni a—probably on t he Erzerumplat eau—w ith it s base
a t T rebizond ( chap . 39 ini t . and ready t omove a t t he opening
ofthe short campa igning season (June t o Sept ember).
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O rfi t o primi p i li honore pe rfunc t o mandat . Is
quamquamincautos ba rba ros e t bene ge r

'

endae re i

casum ofl
‘

e rri scripsera t , tene re se muniment is e t

ma iore s copias oppe riri iube t ur . Sed rupt o impe rio ,

post quampaucae e proximis cast e llis t urmae adve

ne rant pugnamque impe rit ia poscebant , congressus

cum hoste fundit ur . Et damno e ius e xt e rrit i qui
subs idium fe rre debue rant , sua quisque in cas tra
tre pida fuga rediere . Quod gravite r Corbulo accepit

increpit umque Paccium e t praefect os mili t esque
tende re e xtra va l lum iussit ; inque e a contume lia
de t ent i nec nisl precibus un ive rsi e xerc it us e xsolut i

sunt .
XXXVI I . At T irida t es supe r proprias cliente las

ope Vologesi
1 frat ris adi ut us , non furt im iam. sed

pa lambe l lo infensare Armeniam, quosque fidos no

b is rebat ur , depopulari , e t s i copia e contra duce rent ur ,

lnde re hucque e t illuc voli t ans plura fama quam
pugna e xt e rre re . Igitur Corbulo quaesit o diu
proe lio frustra habitus e t e xemplo host iumc ircumfe rre
be llumcoact us , dispert it vi res , ut legati praefec t ique
dive rsos locos pa rite r invaderent ; simul regem
Ant iochummone t proximas sib i praefect uras pe te re .

NamPharasmanes inte rfecto fi lio Radamisto quasi
prodit ore , quo fidemin nos test are t ur , ve t us adve rsus

1 Vologesi]Vologaesis Nipp erdey.

1 An ancient formof punishment (Polyh. VI . T he

scene oft he incident is given by the MSS . ofFront inus ( IV. 1,

21 ) as ad ca stellumInitia .

2 For Ant iochus ofCommagene , see chap . 7 n . ; for t he

Armeni an prefectures, XI. 9 n . ; for Pharasmanes and Rada
mistus, VI . 32 , XI. XII. 44 , XIII . 6 .
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ga rrison - posts he entruste d t o Pacc ius O rfi t us , w ho

had he ld t he rank of leadi ng centurion . O rfi t us ,

though he had sent a w ritten de spatch that t he
ba rbarians we re offthe i r guard and an opportun ity
pre sented itse lf for a succe ssful action , w as orde red
t o ke ep within his l ine s and wa it for la rge r force s .

Howeve r , on t he advent fromt he ne ighbouring forts
ofa fe w squadrons ine xpe rienced enough t o clamour
for battle , he violated orde rs , engaged the enemy ,
and w as routed . His re ve rse , in turn , so demora l ized
t he troops which ought t o have come t o his re scue that
they beat a hasty re treat t o the i r va rious stations .

T he incident tried Corbulo ’

s tempe r ; and , afte r a

sharp reprimand t o Pacc ius , he , his pre fe cts , and his
men , we re orde red t o b ivouac outside t he rampart ; 1
and in that humil iating position they we re ke pt , unti l
re le as ed at t he petition oft he e ntire army .

XXXVI I . But T ir idat es—now supported , apa rt
fromhis ow n vassa ls , by he lp fromhis brothe r V0 10
geses
—began t o ha rass Armen ia ,

no longe r byste a lth
but in open w ar, ravag ing the commun iti e s which he
conside red loya l t o ourse lve s , or , i f force w as brought
aga inst him, e luding contact and , as he flew hithe r
and thi the r , disseminat ing a te rror due more t o

rumour than t o the sword . Corbulo , the re fore .

frustrated in his pe rseve ring quest for ba ttle , and

forced t o imitate the enemy bycarrying his a rms from
di strict t o di strict , divided his strength , so that t he
legate s and pre fe cts might de l ive r a simultaneous
attack at w ide ly separate point s : at the same time ,

he directed King Antiochus 2 t o march upon t he

pre fe cture s adjoining him. For Pharasmanes , w ho

had put his son Radamist us t o de ath as a tra itor ,
w as now prose cuting his old feud aga inst the Arme

6 1
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Arme nios odium prompt ius e xe rceba t . T uncque

primuminlec t i M oschi ,
l
gens ante a l ias socia Roma

nis , avia Armen iae incursavit . It a cons i lia T iridat i
in cont rariumve rt ebant , mit t ebat que orat ores , qui
suo Parthorumque nomine e xpost u larent , cur datis
nupe r obsidibus redint egrat aque amicit ia , quae
novis quoque bene fic iis locum ape rire t , ve te re
Armeniae possessions depe llere t ur . Ideo nondum
ipsum Vologesen commot um, quia causa quam vi

age re ma llent : s in pe rst are t ur in be llo ,
non de fore

Arsac idis virt ut emfort unamque saepius iam clade
Romana e xpe rt am. Ad e a Corbulo , satis compert o
Vologesen defect ione Hyrcaniae at t ineri , suadet

T irida t i precibus Caesarem adgredi : posse il l i
regnum stabile e t res incruentas cont inge re , si
omissa spe longinqua e t se ra praesent empot ioremque
seque re t ur .

XXXVI I I . Placitumdehinc , quia comme ant ibus in
vicemnunt iis nihi l in summampacis proficieba t ur ,
conloquio ipsorumtempus locumque dest inari . Mille
e quit um prae sidium T iridat es adfore sib i dicebat
quantumCorbuloni cu iusqu e gene ris milit umadsis

t ere t , non st at ue re , dumposit is loricis e t gale is in
faciem pacis veniret ur . Cuicumque mort alium.

nedum ve t e ri e t provido duci , barbarae ast ut iae

1 Mosch i Ritter Insochi.

1 In t he N.W . ofArmenia , just sout h oft he Pont ic front ier.

T hey are coupled by Herodot us (III. 94 ) w i t h the T iba reni ,
and a spe cu la t ive ident ifi ca t ion is w i th the “T ubal and

Meshech ofEzekie l xxvi i . 13 .

2 VI . 36 n.
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h ians with a readiness me ant as e vidence of his
fide l ity t o ourse lves ; whi le the Moschi

,

1 most loya l of
tribe s t o the Roman a l l iance

,
w e re now w on ove r

for the first time , and ra ided the le ss acce ss ible parts
ofArmenia . T he plans ofT irida t es we re thus be ing
comple te ly reve rsed , and he began t o send legations ,
demandi ng , in his ow n name and that ofParthia ,

why , afte r his late grant of hostage s , and t he

renewa l ofa friendship meant t o pave the w ay t o

furthe r kindne sse s , he w as be ing e vi cted from his
long - standi ng occupancy of Armenia . T he only
reason why Vologeses himse l f had as ye t made no

movement w as that they both pre fe rred to proce ed
by argume nt rathe r than force . But , i f w ar w as

pe rsisted in , t he house ofArsaces would not be found
wanting in the va lour and fortune which had seve ra l
time s a lready be en demonstrated by a Roman
di saste r . ” Corbulo , w ho had sure information that
Vologeses w as deta ined by the re volt ofHyrcania ,

2

rejoined by advis ing T iridat es t o approach t he

empe ror with a pe tition A stable throne and a

bloodless re ign might fa ll t o his lot , i f he would
renounce a dimand distant hope in orde r t o pursue
one whi ch w as wi thin his grasp and prefe rable .

”

XXXVI I I . Then , as the se me ssage s and counte r
me ssage s we re achie ving nothing towards a de finite
peace , i t w as decided t o fix the time and place for
a pe rsona l inte rvi ew . A guard ofa thousand horse
men , T iridat es announced , would be pre se nt with
himse lf : as t o t he force s ofall arms , which might
attend Corbulo , he

‘

made no stipulation , so long as

they came dive sted ofcui rasse s and he lme ts , in the

guise of peace . Any man whateve r— and most of

all, a ve te ran and far- sighted leade r—w as bound t o
63



THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

pat uissent : ideo artuminde numerumfiniri e t hinc

maiorem offerri , ut dolus parare t ur ; nam equ it i

sagit t arum usu e xe rcito s i de tecta corpora ob

icerent ur , nihi l profut urammult it udinem. Dissi
mulato t amen int e llect u rect ius de iis , quae in
publicum consulerent ur , totis exe rcit ibus coram
dissert at uros respondi t . Locumque de legit , cuius
pars a lte ra col le s e rant clement er adsurgent es

accipiendis pedi t um ordinibus, pars in planit iem
porrigebat ur ad e xpli candas equi t umturmas . Die

que pacto prior Corbulo socias cohort is e t auxi lia
regumpro cornibus, medio se xt amlegionemconst i
tuit , cui ace ita pe r noct ema lii s e x cast ris tria mi lia
t ert ianorum permiscue rat , una cum aqui la , quas i
e ademlegio spect are t ur. T iridat es ve rgente iamdie
procul adst it it , unde viderimagis quamandi ri posse t .
It a sine congressu dux Romanus abscedere mi litem
sua quemque in castra iube t .

XXXIX . Rex s i ve fraudemsuspect ans , quia plura
simul in loca ibat ur , si ve ut comme at us nost ros Pon

tico mari e t T rape zunt e oppido advent ant es inte r
c iperet , prope re discedit . Sed neque commeat ibus
vimfac e re -

pot u it , quia pe r montis ducebant ur prae
sidiis nost ris insessos, e t Corbulo, ne inrit umbe llum

1 If both Art axat a and T igranooerta are t o be t aken as

capt ured in 59 A.D . , t hen it has t o be assumed tha t t he first
campaign closes here , and tha t discedi t is separa ted fromsed,
not mere ly by a full sto p , but by an unment ioned w in ter.

T here t hen arises t he further necessit y ofmaking a similar
inte rcala t ion somewhere in the course ofXIV. 23—26 .
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fathom the ba rba rian ruse and t o re flect that the
motive for spe cifying a re stricted numbe r on one

side , while offe ring a la rge r on the othe r , w as t o

prepare an act oftreache ry ; s ince , i f unprotected
flesh and blood we re t o be e xposed t o a cava l ry
tra ined in t he use of t he bow , nume rica l strength
would be ofno ava i l . Fe igning , howeve r , t o unde r
stand nothing , he replie d that discussions of a

nationa l importance would be more fi tly conducted
in pre sence ofthe whole a rmi e s ; and chose a site ,

one ha lf ofwhich consisted ofgently S loping hil ls
suited for line s of infantry , while t he othe r spread
out into a pla in admitting t he deployment ofmounted
squadrons . First in the fie ld on t he appointe d day,

Corbulo stationed on the flanks the a l l ied infant ry
and the auxili arie s furni shed by the kings ; in the

centre , the s ixth legion , wi th whi ch he had embodied
thre e thousand men of t he thi rd , summoned from
anothe r camp during the night : a so l itary e agle
produce d on the spectator t he impre ssion of a

single leg ion . T he day w as a l re ady declining when
T iridat e s took up his position a t a distance from
which he w asmore vi sible than audib le : t he Roman
commande r , the re fore , w ithout confe rence , orde red
his troops t o draw offt o the i r various camps .
XXXIX. T he king , e ithe r suspecting a ruse from

the diffe rent di rections in which our men we re
simultaneously moving , or hoping t o cut off t he

supplie s reaching us by w ay oft he Euxine and the

town ofTrape zus , left in haste 1 Not only w as he

powe rle ss , howe ve r , t o mole st t he supplie s , s ince
they

.

we re convoyed ove r mounta ins occupied by

our posts , but Corbulo , t o avoid a protracted and

fruitless campa ign , and at the same time t o reduce the
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t rahere t ur ut que Armenios ad sua dcfendenda

coge re t , e xcinde re parat caste lla , sibique quod
validissimumin e a praefect ura , cognoment o Volan
dum, sumit ; minora Corne l io Flacco legato e t

Inst e io Capiton i cast rorumpraefect o mandat . T um
c ircumspect is muniment is e t quae e xpugnat ion i

i done a provisis, hort at ur mi l ite s , ut bostemvagum
ne que paci aut proe lio parat um, sed pe rfidi am e t

ignaviamfuga confit ent eme xue rent sedibus gloriae

que pa rite r e t praedae consulerent . T um quadr i

pert it o e xe rcit u hos in t est udinemconglobat os subru

e
'ndo va llo inducit , a l ios sca las moenibus admove re ,

mult os t orment is face s e t bastas incute re iube t .

Librit oribus fundit oribusque at t ribut us locus , unde
eminus glandis t orque rent , me qua pars subs idium
laborant ibus fe rre t pari undiquemetu .

1 Tantus inde
ardor ce rt ant is e xe rcit us fui t , u t intra t ert iamdie i
partemnudati propugna t oribusmuri , obices port arum
subversi , capta escensu muniment a omnesque
puberes trucidati Sint , nullo mi lite amisso , paucis
admodumvulne rat is. Et inbe lle vulgus sub corona
venundat um, re liqua praeda vict oribus cessit . Pari
fortuna legatus ac pra e fe ctus us i sunt , t ribusque una

die cast e llis expugnat is ce te ra te rrore e t a lia sponte
incolarum in dedit ionem veniebant . Unde orta

1 metu M ains motu .

1 Igdi r, according t o Henderson in any case , sou th oft he

Araxes andwest ofArt axa t a .

2 I . 20 n . For Inst e ius, see chap . 9 .

3 T he precise difference between the libri lores andfund itores
is not know11 .
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fiducia caput gentis Art axat a adgrediendi . Nec

t amen proximo i tine re duct ae legione s , quae s i
amnemAraxen , qui moenia adluit , ponte t ransgre
de rent ur, sub ict umdabant ur : procul e t la t ioribus

vadi s t ransie re .

XL . At T iridat es pudore e tme tu , ne , s1 conce ssisse t

obsidioni , nihil opis in ipso vide re t ur , si prohibere t ,
inpedi t is locis se que e t eque stre s Copias inligare t ,
st at uit postremo ostende re acieme t dato die proe
lium incipe re ve l simulat ione fugae locum frandi
parare . Igitur repente agmen Romanum circum
fundit , non ignaro duce nost ro , qui viae pa rite r e t

pugnae composue rat e xe rcit um. Late re de xtro
te rtia legio , s inistro se xta incedebat , medi is de cu
manorum de lect is ; re cepta inte r ordine s impedi
menta , e t te rgummi lle e quite s t uebant ur, quibus
iusserat , ut inst ant ibus comminus resist erent , refugos

non seque rent ur . In cornibus pede s sag ittarius e t

ce te ramanus equi t umiba t , product iore cornu sinistro
per ima collium, ut , s i hostis int ravisse t , fronte s imul
e t s inu e xcipere t ur. Adsult are ex di verso T iridat es,
non usque ad ict um1 te li , sed t umminit ans , t um
spe cie t repidant is, si laxare ordines e t dive rsos

1
ad ictumBa tter addictumM ed ad iactumMed.

2

1 Ven
’

lla de t ached for specia l service, themain body st aying
in Syria .
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inspired confidence for an attack upon t he nationa l
capita l of Art axat a . T he leg ions , howe ve r , we re
not taken by t he shorte st road , s ince t o use t he

bridge ove r t he Araxe s , which runs hard unde r t he
city w a lls

,
would have brought themwithin missi le

range : t he crossing w as effe cted a t some distance ,

and by a wide r ford .

XL . But T iridat es , divided be twe en shame and

the fear that , i f he acquie sced in t he siege , he would
g ive t he impre ssion ofbe ing powe rle ss t o pre vent
it—while , i f he inte rvened , he might entangle him
se lf and his mounted troops on imposs ible ground
dete rmined fina l ly . t o display his force s drawn up
for battle ; the n , i f a day offe red , e ithe r t o beg in an

engagement or by a s imulated fl ight t o se ek the

opportunity for some ruse of w ar . He the re fore
suddenly attacke d the Roman column from all

quarte rs , but without surprising our commande r ,
w ho had a rranged his a rmy asmuch for battle as for

the road . On the right flank marched the third
leg ion , on t he le ft the si xth , with a chosen contingent
oft he tenth 1 in t he centre : t he baggage had be e n
brought w ithi n t he l ine s , and t he re ar w as gua rded
by a thousand horse , whose instructions we re t o

re sist an attack a t close quarte rs , but not t o pursue ,

i f it be came a re tre at . On t he wings we re t he

unmounted a rche rs and t he re st ofthe cava l ry force ,
the le ft wing e xtending t he furthe r , a long t he foot
ofa range ofhills , so that , if the enemy forced an

e ntry , he could be met both in front and by an

enve lopingmovement . On t he othe r side , T iridat es

launched de sultory attacks , neve r advancing within
j ave l in - cast , but a lte rnate ly threatening action and

simulating panic , in t he hope ofloosening t he ranks
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consect ari posse t . Ubi nihil t emerit at e solut um,

ne c amplius quamde curio equit umaudent ius pro

gressus e t sagit t is confixus ce t e ros ad obsequium
e xemplo firmave rat , propinqu is iamt enebris absce ssit .

XLI. Et Corbulo cast ra in loco me t a t us , an e xpe

dit is legionibus nocte Art axa t a perge re t obsidioque

c ircumdare t agit avi t , concessisse illuc T iridat en ratus .

De in post quam explora t ores at t ulere longinquum
regis ite r e t Medi an Alban i pe t erent ur ince rt um,

lucemoppe rit ur , praemissaque levi s a rmatura , quae
muros inte rim ambire t oppugnat ionemque eminus
incipere t . Sed oppidani portis sponte pat efact is se

suaque Roman is pe rmi se re , quod salut emipsis tul it
Art axat is ignis inmissus dele t aqu e e t solo ae quata
sunt , quia nec tene ri poterant 1 s ine va l ido praesidio
obmagnit udinemmoenium, ne c id nobis v i t iume rat ,
quod firmando praesidio e t capessendo be llo divi
de re t ur , ve l s i integra e t incustodita re linquerentur ,
nulla in eo ut ilit as aut gloria , quod capta e ssent .

Adicit ur mi raculum velut numine oblatum: nam
cune ta Art axat is tenus 2 sole inlust ria fue re ; quod
moenibus c ingebat ur , repente it a atra nube co

1 <poterant>Il a lm.

Art axa t is t enus Acida lius ex tra te et is actenus.

1 IfArt axa t a fell in t he early summer of59 A.D . , then thi s
sentence bears i t s na t ura l and indeed only possible meaning
Corbulo ente rs t he t own and dest roys it immedi a t ely . T hen

(see XIV . 23 ) he crossesArmenia di agona lly in the in t ense hea t
and is in T igranocert a by t he au tumn . If, on t he ot her hand ,

it fell in the la te summer, whe ther of58 or 59 A .D . , Corbulo
evident ly di d not fire t he t own in order t o win ter among t he
ashes, and Fumeaux and Mommsen have no opt ion but t o se t

aside t he plain sense oft he passage and refer Arkw a tz
’

s ignis

issue t o t he opening oft he campaigning season in 59 or 60

A .D . respect ively.
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and fa l l ing on themwhile separated . Then , as the re
w as no rash bre ak ofcohe s ion ,

and t he only re sult
atta ined w as that a decurion of cava lry , w ho ad

vanced t oo boldly and w as transfixed with a fl ight of
a rrows , had confirmed byhis e xample the obedience
of t he re st , he drew off whe n darkne ss began t o

approach .

XLI. Pitching his camp on the spot , Corbulo
re volve d the problemwhe the r he should le ave t he

baggage , move stra ight upon Art axat a with t he

leg ions unde r cove r ofn ight , and inve st t he city , on
which he pre sume d T irida t es t o have re tired . Late r ,
when scouts came in with t he news that the king

’s
journey w as a lengthy one , and that it w as diffi cult
t o saywhe the r his de stination w as Media or Albania ,

he wa ited for t he dawn , bu t sent the l ight - a rmed
troops in advance t o draw a cordon round t he wa l ls
in t he inte rva l and beg in the attack froma distance .

T he townsmen , howe ve r , opened the gate s volun

t arily,
and surrende red themse lve s and the i r prope rty

t o the Romans . This promptitude ensured the i r
pe rsona l safe ty ; Art axa t a i t selfw as fi red ,1 demol ished
and ra zed t o t he ground ; for in view oft he e xte nt of
t he wa lls it w as impossible t o hold it without a

powe rful garrison , and our numbe rs we re not such
that they could be di vided betwe en ke eping a strong
reta in ing force and conducting a campa ign ; while ,

i f the place w as t o rema in unscathed and ungua rded ,

the re w as ne ithe r util ity nor glory in t he ba re fact
of its capture . In addition , the re w as a marve l ,
sent apparently by He aven : up t o Art axa t a , t he

landscape gl itte red in the sunlight , ye t suddenly
the a re a encircled by the fortifications w as so

comple te ly enve loped in a cloud of darkne ss and

7 1
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ope rt um fulgu ribusque disc re t um e st , ut quas i
infensant ibus de is e x it io t radi credere t ur. Ob ha e c
consa lut a t us impe ra tor Ne ro , e t senatus consulto
supplicat iones habi t ae , st at uaeque e t a rcus e t

continui consula t us principi , ut que inte r fest os

refe rre t ur die s , quo patrata Vi ctoria , quo nunt ia t a ,

quo re latumde e a e sse t , aliaque in e andemformam
dece rnunt ur , adeo modum egre ssa , ut C. Cas sius
de cete ris honoribus adsensus , s i pro benignit at e

fort unae dis grate s age rent ur , ne totum quidem
annum supplicat ionibus suffice re disse rue rit , coque
oport ere dividi sacros e t negot iosos di e s , quis divina
cole rent e t humana non impedirent .

XLI I . Variis de inde casibus iact at us e t mult orum
odia merit us reus , haud tamemsine invidia Senecae
damnatur . Is fuit P . Suillius , impe rit ant e Claudio
t e rribilis ac vena lis e t mut at ione temporum non

quantuminimi c i cupe rent demissus quique se nocen

t em vide ri quam supplicemma lle t . Eius oppri

me ndi gratia repe t it umcredebat ur senatus consult um
poenaque Cinciae leg is adve rsum eos, qu i pre t io

1 Egli
’

s a t tempt to ident ify t he“miracle w it h t he eclipse
not quit e t ot al—o i 59 A .D . (XIV. w hich is known from
Pliny t o have been observed byCorbulo in Armeni a H .N II .
70 , is invalida ted by t w o circumst ances : in t he first

place , wha te ver is here described , t he descript ion is not t ha t

ofan eclipse ; in t he second , t he eclipse i t se lfoccurred a t a da t e

(Apr. when i t wou ld have been bare ly possible for t he
legions t o have left Erz erumand t ot ally impossible for them
t o have reached Art axa t a .

2 By t he victorious t roops ( II . 18 3 XII. 11 n.

4 T he word deind e is by far t he st rongest argument for
Furneaux

’

chronology : for, as he and Nipperdey insist , it is a
defini t e st atement tha t the impeachment ofSui llius in 58 A.D.

w as subsequent to t he debat e in t he sena t e w ith regard t o t he
ce lebra t ions oft he fa ll ofArt axa t a .
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pa rted from the outs ide world by l ightning flashe s
that the be l ie f pre va i led that it w as be ing con

signed t o its doom by t he hostile action of t he

gods .1 —For all this , Ne ro w as ha i led as Impera lor ,

2

and in obedi ence t o a senatoria l de cre e , thanksgi vings
we re he ld ; statue s and a rche s and succe ssive cousu
late s we re voted t o the sove re ign ; and the days on
w hich the victory w as achie ve d , on whi ch it w as

announced , on which the re solution conce rning i t w as

put , we re t o be included among t he nationa l fe stiva ls .

The re we re more proposa ls in t he same stra in , so

utte rly e xtravagant that Ga ius Cassius ,3 w ho had

agre ed t o t he othe r honours , po inted out that , i f
gratitude , commensurate with t he gene ros ity of

fortune , had t o be shown t o t he gods , t he whole ye a r
w as t oo short for the i r thanksgivi ngs , and for that
re ason a distinction ought t o be made be twe en holy
days prope r and working days on which men might
w orship He aven without suspending the bus ine ss
ofea rth .

XLII . And now
‘1 t he he ro of a cheque red and

stormy care e r , w ho had e arned hims e lf a multitude
ofhatreds , rece ived his condemnation , though no t

without some de triment t o the popula rity ofSene ca .

This w as Publ ius Suillius ,5 t he te rrib le and vena l
favourite ofthe Claudi an re ign , now le ss cast down
by the change in t he time s than his enemie s could
wish

,
and more incl ined t o be counted a crimina l

than a suppliant . For t he sake , it w as be l ie ved , of

crushing him, the re had be en re vi ved an earlie r decre e
oft he senate ,6 toge the r with the pena ltie s pre scribed
by the Cinc ian law aga inst advocate s w ho had

5 Ha lf- brot her, as i t happened, ofCorbulo ( IV. 3 1

XI. 5—7 .
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ca usas o ravisse n t . Ne e Suillius quest u au t e xpro

bra t ione abst ineba t , pra e te r fe rociaman imi e xtrema
senect a l ibe r e t Sene camincrepans infensumamic is
Claudii , sub quo iust issimum e xilium pe rt ulisse t .

Simul st udi is ine rt ibus e t iuvenuminpe ri t iae sue t um
live re i is , qui vividam e t incorrupt am e loquent iam
t u endis civibus e xe rce rent . Se quaest orem G e r

man ic1 illum domus e ius adult erum fuisse . An

gravins a est imandum sponte lit iga t oris praemium
honest ae ope rae adsequ i quamcorrumpere cubicula
principum feminarum? Qua sapientia , quibus
philosophorumpra ecept is intra quadrienniumregia e

amic it iae t e r miliens se ste rtiumparavisse t ? Romae
testamenta e t orbos ve lut indag ine e ius capi , It aliam
e t prov incias inmenso fa enore hauriri : a t sib i labore
quaesit am e t modicam pecuniam e sse . Crimen ,
pe riculum, omnia pot ius t olerat urum,

quamve t e rem
ac domi 1 pa rtam d ignat ionem subit ae fe l ic itati
submit t e re t .

XLI I I . Ne e de erant qui hae c isdemve rbis aut ve rsa
in de t e rius Senecae deferrent . Repert ique accusa
tore s dirept os socios , cumSu illius provinciamAsiam
regere t , ac pub licae pe cuniae pe cula t umde t ule runt .

M ox , quia inqu isit ionem annuam impe t rave rant ,
brevius visumurbana crimina incipi , quorumobvii

1 domi J ae . Gronovius do.

1 In t he first year ofClaudius, t he charge be ing one of

adult ery w it h G ermani cus’ daught er Julia (XII. 8 n . , D. Cass.

LX .

2 T he quest ion w as asked by ot hers t han Suillius. Seneca
’

s

reply is t he De vita beam: see ,
for inst ance , chaps. 17 sq. , 22 sq.

3 By ca lling in a loan of sest erces, he he lped ,

a

f

ccording t o Dio (LXII . t o precipit at e t he Brit ish rebe llion
o 6 1 A .D.
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te ste s e rant . Ii ace rbit at e accusa t ionis Q . Pom
ponium ad necessit at em be lli c ivi lis de t rusum
Iuliam Drusi fi liam Sabinamque Poppae am ad

mortem aetas e t Valerium Asiaticum, Lusium
Sat urn inum, Cornelium Lupum c ircumvent os, iam
equit umRomanorum agmina damnat a omnemque
Claudii saevit iamSuillio ob ie ct abant . I lle nihil e x
his sponte suscept um, sed principi paru isse de fende
bat , done c e amorat ionemCaesar cohibuit , compe r
t ums ibi referens e x comment ari is patris sui mullam
cuiusquamaccusat ionemab eo coac t am. T umi ussa
M essalinae prae t endi e t laba re defensio : cur enim
neminem a l iumdele ct um, qui sae vient i impudi eae
vocem praebere t ? Puniendos re rum at rocium
min istros , ubi pretia sceleruma depti sce lera ipsa
a liis delegent . Igitur adempt a bonorumparte (nam
fi lio e t nept i pars

'

concedebat ur e ximebant urque e tiam
quae te stamento matr is aut ab 1 a via acceperant ) in
insulas Balearis pe llit ur , non in ipso discrimine , non
post damnat ionem fractus animo ; ferebat urque

copiosa e t moll i vi ta se cretum illud t oleravisse .

Filiume ius Neru llinumadgressis accusat oribus pe r

invidiampatris e t crimina repe t undarum, int ercessi t

princeps tamquamsa tis e xple t a ult ione .

1 <ab>avia S irker : avia M ed avi dett . , aviae Freinsheim, vulg.

1 See VI. 18 . Consul a t t he t ime ofCa ligula ’

s assassina t ion,

he had narrowly esca ped being despa t ched by t he praetorians
di g e

’

w
’

é/l evdep t
'

a v 7 9711 aéykAq
-

rov w a pa xaka
'

w (Jos. AJ . XIX .

4 , Presumably t his show ofrepublicani smgave Suilline
t he handle for an accusat ion whi ch forced himto join t he st ill
born revolt oi Camillus Scribonianus (XII. 52 —For Julia ,

see chap . 32 ; for t he elder Poppaea and Asia t icus, XI. 1
for the Roman knight s, Suet . Claud . 29 in 0 0 0 amplias equi tes
R. animadverti t . Sa t urninus and Lupus are ment ioned , w it h
out det a ils , among Claudius’ friends and vi ct ims, by Seneca
(Apocol.
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which we re re ady t o hand . By the se t he ve nomous
indi ctment which had driven Quintus Pomponius t o

t he necessity ofcivi l w ar ;
1 t he hounding t o de ath of

Drusus ’ daughte r Jul ia , and of Poppa e a Sab ina ;
t he trapping ofVa le rius Asia t icus , ofLusius Saturni
nus , and ofCorne l ius Lupus ; fina lly , t he conviction
ofan a rmy ofRoman knights , and t he whole ta le of

Claudi us ’ crue lty , —we re la id t o t he account of

Suilli us . In de fence he urged that none of the se
acts had be en unde rtaken volunta ri ly , and that he
had me re ly obeyed t he sove re ign ; unti l t he Ca esar
cut short his spe e ch by stating that he had de fin ite
knowledge from his fathe r ’s pape rs that he had

compe lled no prose cution of any pe rson . Orde rs
fromMessa l ina we re now a lleged , and the de fence
began t o totte r For why had none othe r be en
chosen t o put his voice a t t he disposa l oftha t homi
e ida l wanton ? Punishment must be meas ured out

t o the se agents ofatrocity , when , a fte r handling the
wage s ofcrime , they imputed t he crime t o othe rs .

Hence , afte r the forfe iture of ha lf his e state—for
his son and granddaughte r we re a llowed t he othe r
ha l f, and a s imi la r e xemption w as e xt e nded t o t he

prope rty they had derived fromthe i r mothe r ’swill or
the i r grandmothe r

’s—he w as banished t o t he Ba le aric
Isle s .

2 Ne ithe r with his fate in t he ba lance nor with
his condemnation re corded did his spi rit bre ak ; and

it w as as se rted late r that a li fe ofluxury and abun
dance hadmade his se clusion not intole rable . When
his son Ne rullinus w as attacked by t he accuse rs , w ho
re lied on his fathe r ’s unpopula rity and on charge s of
e xtortion , the empe ror inte rposed his ve to , on t he

ground that vengeance w as satisfi ed .

2 Ma jorca and Minorca .
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XLIV . Pe r idemtempus Octavius Sagitta plebe i
t ribunus , Pont iae mulie ris nupt ae amore va ecors ,

ingent ibus donis adult erium e t mox , ut omit t e re t
marit um, emercat ur , suummatrimon iumpromit t ens
ac nupt ias e ius pact us , Sed ubi muli e r vacua fuit ,
nect e re moras , adve rsampatris volunt at emeausari

repert aque spe dit ioris coniugis promissa exue re .

Octavius contra modo eonqueri , modo minita ri
famam perdit am, pe cuniam e xhaust am obt est ans,

denique salut em, quae sola re liqua e sse t , arbitrio
e ius permit t ens. Ac post quamspe rnebat ur, noct em
unamad solaciumposcit , qua deleni t us modum in

post erum adh ibe re t . St at u it ur nox , e t Pontia
consciae ancillae custodiam cub icul i mandat . I lle
uno cuml ibe rto fe rrumve ste oceult uminfert . T um,

u t adsolc t in amore e t ira , iurgia pre ce s , e xprobrat io
sat isfact io e t pa rs t enebraruml ibidin i seposit a ; e x

qua quas i ineensus 1
n ihil me t uent em fe rro trans

ve rbe ra t e t aceurrent emancillamvulne re abst e rre t

cubiculoque prorumpit . Poste ra di e mani fe sta cae

des, haud amb iguus pe rcussor ; qu ippe mansit asse
una convinceba t ur , sed libert us suum illud facinus

profi t e ri , se patroni iniurias ult um isse .

2 Commo
verat que quosdam magnitudine e xempl i , done c
ancilla e x vulne re refect a ve rum aperu it . Postu

1
ex <qua> quasi incensus Ha lm(after Bekker and J ae .

Gronovius ) e t quast imcensus.

2 isse Wolfi in esse M ed . Compare IV. 73 ; VI . 36 ; XII.

45 ; XVI. 49 .
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XLIV. Ne arly at t he same time , t he plebe ian
tribune Octavius Sagitta , madly in love with a

wedded woman ca l led Pontia , purchased by immense
g ift s first the act ofadulte ry , then he r de se rtion of

her husband . He promised marriage on his ow n

part , and had se cured a simi la r pledg e on he rs .
Once fre e , howe ve r , the woman began t o procrast i
nate , t o plead the adve rse wishe s ofhe r fathe r , and ,

when hope s of a we a lthie r match pre sented them
se lve s , t o shuffle offher promise . Octavius , 0 11 t he
othe r s ide , now remonstrated , now thre atened ,
appea l ing t o the ruin ofhis re putation , t o t he e xhaus

t ion of his fortune
,
and fina lly placing his l ife , a ll

that he could ye t ca l l h is ow n , at her absolute dis~
posa l . As he w as flouted , he asked for t he consola
tion ofone night , t o a llay his fe ve r and enab le him
t o control himse l f in future . T he night w as fixed ,
and Pontia entrusted the watch ove r he r bedroomt o

a ma id in the i r confidence . Octavius ente red with
one fre edman , a dagge r conce a le d in his dre ss . Love
and ange r now ran the i r usua l course in upbra idi ngs
and entre aties , reproach and repa ration ; and a pa rt
ofthe night w as se t aside t o passion ; inflamed by
which , as i t se emed , he struck her through with his
we apon , while she suspe cte d nothing ; drove off

with a wound the ma id w ho came running up , and
broke out ofthe room. Ne xt day the murde r w as

manife st , and t he assassin not in doubt : for that he
had be en w ith her w as demonstrated . None the le ss ,
the fre edman asse rted that the crime w as his ow n ;
he had avenged , he sa id , the inj urie s ofhis patron
and so startling w as this e xample ofde votion that
he had shaken the be l ie f ofsome , when the ma id

’s
recove ry fromher wound enab led he r to disclose t he
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la tusque apud consules a patre int erfect ae , post quam
fribunat u abierat , sententia patrum e t lege de

sicariis condemnat ur.

XLV . Nonminus ins ignis eo anno impudic it iamag
norumre i publi cae malorum init iumfecit . Brat in
civi tate Sab ina Poppaea , T . 0 1110 patre geni ta , sed

nomen avi mate rni sumpse ra t , inlust ri memoria
Poppae i Sab ini , consulari e t t riumphali decore

praefulgent is ; nam O llium honoribus nondum
funct um ami citia Se iani pe rve rt it . Hui c mulieri
cuneta a li a fue re prae te r honest umanimum. Quippe
mate r e ius , a e t at is suae feminas pulchrit udine supe r

gressa , gloriam parite r e t formam dederat ; opes
clarit udi ni gene ris suffi ciebant . Se rmo comis nec

absurduan ingenium: modest iampraeferre e t lascivia
uti ; rarus in publicumegressus ,

idqu e ve la ta parte
oris , ne sat iare t aspect um, ve l quia sic decebat .

Famae numquampepere it , marit os e t adult eros non

dist ingu ens ; neque adfect ui suo aut a li eno obnoxia ,

unde ut ili t as ost endere t ur 111110 libidinemtransfe re
bat . Igitur agent em cam in matrimonio Rufri

Crispini equit is Romani , e x quo fi lium genuera t ,

Otho pellexit iuvent a ac luxu e t qui a flagrant issimus

1 T he inte rest aroused by t he case—ofwhi ch there is an

echo a t Hist . IV . 44—18 show n by t he fact t ha t Lucan wrot e
specimen speeches for the prosecut ion and defence (Hosius,
p .
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truth . Octavius , afte r laying down his tribunate ,

w as a rra igned be fore t he consuls by t he fathe r of

t he victim, and sentenced by ve rdict oft he senate
and unde r the law ofassassinat ion .

1

XLV . A no le ss striking instance of immora lity
proved in this ye ar t he beg inn ing ofgrave pub l ic
ca lami tie s . The re w as in t he capita l a ce rta in Poppae a
Sabina , daughte r ofTitus O llius , though she had

taken t he name ofher mate rna l grandfathe r , Pop
pae us Sabinus ,2 ofdi stinguished memory , w ho , with
t he honours ofhi s consulate and tr iumpha l insignia ,
outshone he r fathe r : for Ollins had fa llen a victim
t o his friendship with Sej anus be fore holding the

maj or office s . She w as a woman posse ssed of all

advantage s but a characte r . For he r mothe r ,3 afte r
e clips ing t he beautie s ofhe r day, had endowed he r
a l ike with her fame and he r looks : her we a lth w as

ade quate t o the di stinction of he r b i rth . He r

conve rsation w as engaging ,
he r wit not without

point ; she paraded mode sty , and practised wanton
ne ss . In pub li c she ra re ly appe ared , and then with
he r face ha lf- ve i led , so as not quite t o satiate t he

beholde r , - or , possibly , because it so became he r.

She w as neve r sparing ofher reputation , and drew
no distinctions betwe en husbands and adulte re rs :
vulne rable ne ithe r t o her ow n nor t o a lien pass ion ,
whe re mate ria l advantage offe red , thithe r she

transfe rred her de s i re s . Thus , whilst l iving in the
wedded state wi th Rufrius Crispinus ,

4 a Roman
knight bywhomshe had had a son , she w as seduced
byOtho,5 with his youth , his voluptuousne ss , and his

2 IV. 46 n . ; VI . sq .

3 XI. 2 n.

T he former prae t orian prefect (XI. 1
5 T he fut ure emperor : see chap . 12 .
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in amicitia Neronis habebat ur nee mora quin
adulte riomatrimoniumiungere tur .

XLVI . Otho sive amore incaut us laudare formam
e legant iamqu e uxoris apud principem, s ive ut

a ccende re t ac , s i e ademfemina pot erent ur , id quoque
vinculumpot ent iame i adicere t . Saepe auditus e st

consurgens e convivio Ca esaris , se qui dem1 ire ad

illam,
s ibi concessamdict it ans nobili t at em, pulchri

t udinem,
vota omni um e t gaudi a felicium. His

atque t alibus inrit ament is non longa cunct at io inte r
ponit ur. Sed accept o adi t u Poppae a primum pe r

blandiment a e t art is valescere , imparem cupidini

se e t forma Neronis captams imulans ; mox acri iam
principis amore ad superbiamvert ens s i ultra unam
alt e ramque noct em at t inere t ur , nupt am esse se

dict it ans , nec possematrimoniumamitte re , devinct am
O t honi pe r genus vi tae , quod nemo adaequare t :

illum an imo e t cultu magnifi cum; ibi se summa
fort una digna vi se re : a t Neronem, pae lice anc illa e t

adsue t udine Acte s devinct um,
nihil e contube rn io

se rvi li nisi abie ct ume t sordidumt ra xisse . De icit ur

familiarit at e sue t a , post congressu e t comi t at u Otho
e t ad post remum me in urbe aemulat us agere t ,

provinciae Lusit aniae prae ficit ur ; ubi usque ad

1
se qu idemWeissenbom seq .

1 T w o versions ofthe affa ir were in circulat ion . According
t o Sue toni us; Plut arch , D10 , and , at H ist . I. 13 , T acitus him
se lf, the int rigue wit h Poppaea begins earlier, and t he nomina l
marriage w i th O tho is a screen for t he lia ison. T he upshot is
given in a cont emporary epigramz—Cur Otho memi to si t

g
bc

i
eri t is exul honore o rismoechus coepera t esse sua e (Suet .

t
2 From58 t o 68 A .D .

, when he set the example ofjoining
Ga lba .
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c ivilia a rma non e x priore infamia , sed integre
sane t eque egit , procax ot ii e t pot est at is temper
ant ior.

XLVI I . Hae t enus Ne ro flagit ns e t sceleribus ve la
menta quaesivit . Suspect aba t maxime Corne lium
Sullam, soeors ingenium e i us in cont rariumt rahens

callidumque e t simulat orem inte rpre tando . Quem
me tumG rapt us e x libert is Caesaris , usu e t senect a

Tiberio abusque domum principum edoct us , tal i
mendacio intendit . Pons M ulvius in eo tempore
ce lebris noct urnis inlecebris e rat ; vent it abatque

illuc Nero , quo solut ius urbem e xtra lascivi re t .

Ig itur regredienti per viam Flaminiam composit as
insi dias fat oque evi t at as , quoniam dive rso it ine re
Sallust ianos in hortos reme averit , auct oremque e ius
doli Sullam ement it ur , quia forte redeunt ibus

minist ris principis quidampe r iuveni lemlicent iam.

quae t une passim exercebat ur, inanem metum
fecerant . Ne que servorumquisquam neque clien

tiumSullae adgni t us,maximeque despect a e t nullius
ausi capax natura e ius a crimin e abhorrebat : pe r

inde tamem, quas i convict us e sset , cede re patria e t

M assiliensiummoenibus coe rceri iube t ur .

XLVI I I . Isdemconsulibus audit ae Put eolanorum
1 Faustus Corne lius Sulla Fe lix ,

married t o Claudius’
daughter Ant onia (XII . 2 ) see XII. 52 and XIV. 57 .

2 T w omiles out ofRome on the nort hern (Flaminian) road .
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l ived , not in the mode ofhis notorious past , but
uprightly and w ithout reproach , frivolous whe re his
le isure w as conce rned , more se lf- controlled as

regarde d his officia l powe rs .
XLVI I . Hence forwa rd Ne ro sought no ve i l for

his debauche rie s and crime s . He had a pe culia r
suspicion ofCorne lius Sulla ,

1 whose natura l slowne ss
ofw i t he tota lly mi sunde rstood , re ading himas an

astute characte r w ith a gi ft for s imulation . His
fears we re de epened by the mendacity ofG rapt us, a

Cae sarian fre edman , whome xpe rience and age had

familiarized with t he household of the empe rors
fromTibe rius downward . T he M ulvian Bridge 2 at

that pe riod w as famous for its nocturna l attractions ,
and Ne ro w as in t he habit offrequenting it , so as

t o a llow his e xtravagance s a fre e r re in outs ide the

city . G rapt us accordingly invented the fiction that
an ambuscade had be en a rranged for t he prince i n
the e vent ofhi s re turning by t he Flami nian Way;
that it had be en providentia lly avo ided , as he had

come back by the othe r route t o the Ga rdens of

Sa llust ; and that the author ofthe plot w as Sulla
the foundation of t he story be ing that , as chance
would have it , a few riote rs , in one ofthe j uvenile
escapade s then so gene ra lly practised , had thrown t he
empe ror ’s se rvants , on the road home , into a ground
le ss panic . Ne ithe r a s lave nor a client ofSulla ’s
had been re cognised ; and his contemptible nature ,
incapable ofdaring in any form,

w as utte rly incom
patible wi th the charge : ye t , pre cise ly as though he
had be en proved gui lty , he rece ived orde rs t o leave
his country and confine himse lf wi thin t he wa lls of

Massi l ia .

XLVII I . Unde r the same consuls , audience w as
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legat iones, quas dive rsas ordo plebs ad senat ummise r
ant , i ll i vimmult it udi nis , hi magist rat uume t primi
cuiusque avarit iam increpant es . a ue sedi t io ad

saxa e t minas igniumprogre ssa ne ca edem1
e t a rma

prolice re t , C. Cassius adh ibendo remedi o de le ctus .
Quia seve rit a t eme ius non t ole rabant , precant e ipso
ad Scribonios fratre s eo cura t ransfe rt ur , data cohorte
prae toria , cuius te rrore e t paucorumsupplicio rediit

oppidanis concordia .

XLIX . Non referremvulgarissimum2 senatus con
sult um, quo civi t at i Syracusanorumegredi numerum
edendis gladiat oribus finit um pe rmit t ebat ur , nisi
Pae t us T hrasea contra di xisse t praebu isse t que

mat eriem obt rect at oribus arguendae sententia e .

Cur enim, s i rempubli camege re l ibe rtate senatoria
credere t , t am le via eonsect are t ur ? Quin de be llo
aut pace , de ve ct igalibus e t legibus , quibusque a li is

res Romana eont ine ret ur, suade re t dissuadere t ve ?

Lice re pat ribus, quotiens ius dieendae sententiae
ace epissent , quae ve llent e xpromere re lat ionemque
in e a postula re . An solum emendat ione dignum,

ne Syracusis spect acula largius ederent ur : ce te ra
per omne s impe ri i parte s pe rinde egregia , quamsi

1 ne caedemN ipp erdey necem.

1
vulgarissimumHaase vulgat issimum.

1 Pozzuoli .
2 T he t own - senat e ; in It aly and the West , usua lly consist ing

of 100 members, necessarily cit izens of t he place and sub

st ant ial propert y - owners.

3 Scribonius Rufus and Scriboni us Proculus. T he ir dea th
in 67 A.D . w as one ofthe lat er scanda ls ofNero ’

s re ign (D. Cass.

LXIII . 17 ; cf. H ist . IV.

4 T he principa l St oicmartyr under Nero ,
as w as his son - in

law , Helvidius Prisons, under Vespasian . A nat ive ofPadua
,

he married a daughter ofthe famous pair Caecina Pe ct us and
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g iven t o deputa t ions from Puteol i ,1 de spatched
sepa rate ly t o t he senate by t he de curions 2 and t he

populace , t he forme r inve ighing against t he vi olence
of t he mob , t he latte r aga inst t he rapacity of t he

mag istrate s and of t he le ading citizens in gene ra l .
Le st the quarre ls , which had re ached t he point of

s t one - throwing and thre ats ofarson ,
should end by

provoking bloodshed unde r arms , Ga ius Cassius w as

chosen t o apply t he remedy . As the di sputants
re fus ed t o tole rate his se ve rity , the commission at

his ow n request w as transfe rred t o the brothe rs
Scribonius ;

3
and the se we re gi ven a prae torian cohort ,

the te rrors ofwhich , togethe r with a fe w e xe cutions ,
restored the town t o concord .

XLIX . I should not re cord a commonplace de cre e
ofthe se nate which authorized the town ofSyracuse
t o e xce ed t he numbe rs pre scribed for gladiatoria l
exhib itions , had not T hrase a Paet us ,‘1 by opposing it ,
presented his detractors w i th an opport unity for

censuring his vote . Why , i t w as demanded ,

i f he be li eved senatoria l fre edoma ne ce ssity t o t he
state , did he fasten on such frivo li tie s ? Why not

rese rve his suas ion or di ssuasion for t he theme s of

w ar or peace , offinance and law , and for the othe r
matte rs on w hi ch hinged t he we lfare of Rome ?

Eve rymembe r , e ach time that he rece ived t he pri vi
lege of re cordi ng his opin ion , w as fre e t o e xpre ss
what views he de sired and t o demand a debate .

Or w as i t t he one des irab le re form, that shows a t

Syracuse should not be t oo libe ra l ? and we re all

things e ls e in all departments of the empire as

Arria , and for t en years w as t he philosopher and friend ofhis

W ife
’

s kinsman Persius. T he chieffact s ofhis la t er life will be
not iced in t he follow ing part ofthe Anna ls.
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non Ne ro , sed T hrase a regimen corum t ene re t ?

Quod si summa dissimula t ione t ransmit t e rent ur
quanto mag is inanibus abst inendum? T hrase a

contra ,
rationem poscent ibus amicis , non prae sen

tiumignarumrespondeba t e ius modi consulta corri
ge re , sed patrumhonori dare , ut manifest umfi e re t

magnarum re rum curam non dissimula t uros. qui
animume tiamle vissimis adve rt erent .

L . Eodem anno crebris populi fi agit at ionibus ,
inmodest iampublicanorumarguent is , dubit avi t Nero ,

an cuneta ve ct igalia omi t t i iubere t idque pulcherri
mumdonumgene ri mort aliumdare t . Sed impe t um
e i us , multum prius laudat a magn itudine animi ,
at t inue re senat ores ,

1 dissolut ionemimpe rii docendo ,

si fructus
,
quibus res publica sust inere t ur , deminu

e rent ur : quippe sublat is port oriis se quens , ut tribu
torum abolit io e xpost ulare t ur. Plerasque vect i

ga l ium socie tate s a consu libus e t t ribunis plebe i
const it ut as acri etiamt umpopuli Romani libe rtate ;
re liqua mox it a provisa , ut ratio quaest uum e t

ne ce ssitas e roga t ionum inte r se congruere t . T em
pe randas plane publicanorumcupidines, ne pe r t ot

1
sen iores Lip sius sena tores.

1 Companies of Roman knight s ( vect iga lium societa tes

below ; societa tes equi tumRoma norum, IV. farming the in

direct t axes, not ably the cust oms and harbour- dues (portoria ) .
T he direct t axes ( tributa )were collected bygovernment offi cials.

1 Since It a ly , aft er 16 7 B .C . ,
w as exempt fromdirect t axa

t ion, one result oft he gift t o t he human race would be to t hrow
upon the provinces t he fi nancia l burdens oft he w hole empire .

On t he ot her hand , t here would be free t rade w ithin the Roman
world. For t he portoria

—cd va le /ramdut ies , varying in amount ,
upon all export s and imports—were levied not only on t he

front iers oft he empire but on t hose ofeach province or finan
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entire ly admi rable as i f not Ne ro ’s , but T hrasea
’

s ,

hand we re a t t he he lm? But if the highe st que stions
we re t o be slurred ove r by ignoring the i r e xistence ,
how much more w as it a duty not t o touch irre le
vance s ! T hrasea , on the othe r s ide , as his friends
pre ssed for his e xplanation , answe red that it w as

not ignorance ofe xisting conditions which made him
amend decre e s ofthis characte r , but he w as paying
membe rs t he compl iment ofmaki ng it clear that they
would not dissemble the i r inte re st in great affa i rs
when they could g i ve attention e ven t o t he sl ighte st .
L . In t he same ye ar , as a conse quence ofrepe ate d

demands fromt he publ ic , which compla ined oft he

e xactions of t he re venue - fa rme rs ,1 Ne ro he sitated
w he the r he ought not t o de cre e t he abolition ofall

indire ct taxation and pre sent t he re form as t he

noblest ofg ifts t o the human race .

2 His impulse ,

howe ve r , a fte r much pre liminary pra ise of his
magnanimity , w as che cked by his olde r advise rs
w ho pointed out that t he disso lution oft he empire
w as ce rta in i f the revenue s on which t he state subsisted
w e re t o be curta iled For , t he moment the dutie s
on imports we re removed , the logica l seque l would
be a demand for the abrogation oft he dire ct taxe s .

T o a la rge e xtent , the collecting companies had be en
se t up by consuls and plebe ian tribune s while t he

l ibe rty ofthe Roman nation w as st il l in all its vigour
late rmodifications had only be en introduce d in orde r
that t he amount ofincome and t he ne ce ssary e xpen

dit ure should ta lly . At the same time , a check ought
ce rta inly t o be placed on the cupidity ofthe col le ctors
othe rwise a system w hich had be en e ndured for

cia l group ofprov ince s, while t here were in addit ion a mult i
t ude oflocal t olls to hamper commerce .
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annos s ine que re lla t ole ra t a novi s aeerbit a t ibus ad

invidiamvert erent .

LI . Ergo edi xit princeps , ut lege s cuiusque publici ,
occult ae ad id tempus , proscribe rent ur ; omissas
pe t it iones non ultra annum resumerent ; Roma e
prae tor , pe r provincias qui pro praet ore aut consule

essent iura adve rsus publ icanos e xtra ordinem
redde re nt ; milit ibus immunit as servare t ur , n is i in
iis , qua e veno e xe rce rent ; a li aque admodumaequa ,

quae bre vi se rvata , de in frustra hab ita sunt . Manet
t amen abolit io quadragensimae qu inquagens imaeque
e t quae al ia e xact ionibus inlicit is nomi na publicani
invenerant . Tempe rata apud t ransmarinas provincia s
frumenti subvect io , e t me cens ibus negot iat orum
nave s adscriberent ur t ribut umque pro i lli s penderent ,
const it ut um.

LI I . Reos ex provincia Africa , qui proconsulare
impe rium i llio habuerant , SulpiciumCamerinum e t

Pompe ium Silvanum absolvi t Cae sar , Camerinum
adve rsus privat os e t paucos , saevit ia e magis quam
capt arumpecuni arumcrimin a obicient is. Silvanum
magna W

'

s accusat orumcircumst e t erat poscebat que
tempus evocandorum testium: reus ilico de fendi

post ulabat . Valuit que pe cuniosa orb itate e t senect a ,

quam ultra vitameorumproduxit , quorumambit u
evaserat .

1 Percent ages illegally ch arged by the companies—on What ,
is not known
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LI I I . Qu ie t ae ad id tempus res in Ge rmania fue r
ant , ingenio ducum, qui pervulgat is t riumphi i ns igni
busma ius e x e o de cus sperabant , s i pacemcontinua
vissent . Paulinus Pompe ius e t L . Ve tus e a tempe s
tate e xercit u i prae erant . Ne tamemsegnemmi litem
at t inerent , ille inchoat um ante tres e t se xagint

‘

a

anuos a Druso aggeremcoercendo Rheno absolvit ,
Ve tus M ose llamatque Ararimfac ta inte r ut rumque
fossa conect e re parabat , ut copia e pe r mare , de in
Rhodano e t Arare subvect ae pe r e amfossammox
fi uvio M ose lla in Rhenum, e ximOccanumdeeurre

rent , sublat isque it ineris difficult a t ibus navigabilia

inte r se O ecident is Sept ent rionisqu e lit ora fi erent .

Invidit ope ri Ae lius Gracilis Belgica e legatus , de te r
rendo Ve t e rem,

ne legione s a li enae provinciae

infe rre t studiaque Galli arum adfect are t , formido
losum id impe ratori di ct it ans , quo plerumque
prohibent ur conatus honest i .
LIV . Ce te rum continuo exercit uum ot io fama

incessit erept um ius legat is ducendi in bostem.

q ue Fris i i iuvent ut em sa ltibus aut paludi bus ,
inbe llema e t a t empe r laons admovere ripac agrosque

vacuos e t mi li t um usui seposit os insede re , auct ore

Ve rrit o et M alorige ,
qui nat ionemeamregebant , in

1 T he date is 55 A.D . , and t he narra t ive is spread over three

yea rs. Paulinus—probably Seneca ’

s fa ther- in - law —w as in

command oft he Low er Army ; L . An t ist ius Ve tus ( chap . 11 n. )
oft he Upper.

2 On the Gallic side , apparent ly at t he vert ex oft he de lt a .

It w as dest royed late r byCivilis (H ist . V.

1 T he Saone .

4 T he largest Ga lli c prov ince ; east ofthe Se ine and Saone .

5 See XI. 19 .

5 Afterwards—be tween t he e ighth and thirteent h cent uries
merged in the Zuyder Zee .
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LI II . Up t o this pe riod , qui e t had preva i led in
Ge rmany , thanks t o the tempe r ofour commande rs ;
w ho ,

now that triumpha l emblems we re sta led ,
expected gre ate r distinction fromt he ma intenance
ofpeace . T he heads ofthe a rmy at the t ime we re
Pompe ius Paulinus and Lucius Ve tus .

1 Not t o ke ep
t he troops inactive , howeve r , the forme r finished t he
embankment for che cking the inundations of t he

Rhine ,

2 begun s ixty - thre e ye ars e arli e r byDrusus ;
w hile Ve tus prepared t o conne ct t he Mose lle and t he

Arar 3 by runni ng a cana l be tween the t w o ; so that
goods shipped by sea and then up t he Rhone and

Ara r could make the i r w ay by t he cana l , and sub

sequently by t he Mose lle , into the Rhi ne , and in
due course into t he oce an : a me thod which would
remove t he natura l difii cult ies of t he route and

cre ate a navigable highway be twe en the shore s of

t he We st and North . T he scheme w as null ified by
t he j ea lousy of Ae lius Graci lis , the gove rnor of

Be lg ica ,
‘1
w ho discouraged Ve tus from introducing

his legions into a province outs ide his compe tence
and so courting popularity in Gaul ,

‘

a proce e ding
he sa id , w hic

b

h would awaken t he misgi vings oft he
empe ror —t he usua l veto upon honourab le ent e i

pr i se .

LIV . Howe ve r through t he continuous inact ion
oft he a rmie s a rumour took rise that the legate s had
be en di ve sted ofauthority t o lead themaga inst an

e nemy . T he Fris ians 5 accordi ngly moved the i r
population t o the Rhine bank ; t he ab le - bodied men
by w ay of t he fore sts and swamps , those not of

mili tary age bythe Lake s .

6 He re they settled in the
clearings re se rved for t he use of the troops , the
instigators be ing Verrit us and M alorix , w ho e xe rcised
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quantumGe rmani regnant ur. Iamque fi xe rant do
mos , semina a rvi s int ule rant ut que pat rium solum
e xercebant , cumDub ius Avit us accepta a Pauline

provincia , minit ando vim Romanam, nisi absee
de rent Prismve t eres in locos aut novam sedem a

Cae sare impe t rarent , perpulit Ve rrit um e t Ma lori

gem pre ce s suscipe re . Profect ique Romam dum
aliis curis int ent umNeronemoppe riunt ur , inte r ea ,

quae barbaris ost ent ant ur , int rave re Pompe i the a
trum, quo magnit udinempopuli vise rent . Ill io pe r
otium (ne que enim ludicris igna ri oble ct abant ur)
dum consessum cave ae , discrimi na ordinum, quis
e que s , ubi senatus pe rcont ant ur , advert e re quosdam
cult u e xte rno in sedibus senat orum; e t quinam
forent rogit ant es, post quam audiverant carum

gentium legat is id honoris datum, quae vi rtute e t

ami citia Romana prae ce llerent , nullos mort alium
a rmis au t fide ante Ge rmanos e sse e xclamant degre
diunt urque e t i nte r patre s considunt . Quod comi t e r
a visent ibus e xcept um, quas i impe tus antiqui e t

bona aemulatio . Ne ro civitate Romana ambos
donavit , Frisios de cede re agris iussit . Atque i l l is
aspernant ibus auxiliaris e que s repente immissus
necess it a t emat t uli t , capt is caesisve qui pervicacius

rest it e rant .

1 In t he orchest ra .
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LV . Eosdemagros Ampsivarii occupave re va lidior

gens non modo sua copia , sed adi acent ium popu

lorummise ra t ione , quia puls i a Chancis e t sedis
inope s t ut ume x iliumorabant . Aderat que iis clarus

pe r i llas gentis e t nobis quoque fidus nomine Boio
calus , vinct umse rebe l l ione Cherusca iussa Arminii
referens , mc x Tibe rio , Ge rmanico ducibus stipendia
meruisse e t qu inquagint a annorum obsequio id
quoque adiungere , quod gemtemsuamdi cioni nost rae
subice re t . Quo tantam partem campi iace re , in
quampe cora e t a rmenta milit um aliquando trans
mit t e rent ur ? Servarent sane recept us grcgibus

inte r hominumfamem, modo ne vast it a t eme t soli
t udinemmallent quam ami ce s populos . Chama
vorum quondam e a a rva , mox T ubant um e t post
Usiporum fuisse . Sicut i cae lum de is , it a te rras

gene ri mort a liumdatas ; quaeque vacuae , eas publ i
cas e sse . Solem inde suspic iens

1
e t ce te ra s ide ra

vocans quas i coramint e rrogabat , ve llent ne cont ueri

inane solum: pot ius mare superfunde rent adve rsus
t e rrarume rept ores.

LVI . Et commot us his Avitus : pat iendame liorum
impe ria ; id dis , quos inplorarent , placitum, ut

1
suspiciensHeinsius despiciens M cd. , aspiciensRhemmus .

1 For the approx ima t e posit ion oft his and the ot her t ribes
ment ioned, see t hemap appended t o vol. i i .

2 T he revolt underArminius ,
culminat ing in t he destruct ion

ofQuint ilius Varus wit h t hree legions in t he forest s ofWest

phalia (9
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LV . T he same ground w as then se i zed by the

Ampsivarii ,1 amore powe rful clan , not only in numbe rs ,
but in conse quence oft he pity fe lt for themby t he

adj acent tribe s , as they had be en e xpe lled by t he

Chanci , and we re now a home le ss people imploring
an unmolested e xile . They had also t he advocacy of

Boioca lus , as he w as ca l led , a ce lebrated pe rsonage
among those clans , and at t he same t ime loya l t o
ourse lve s In the Cheruscan rebe l l ion , 2 he re

minded us, he had been thrown into cha ins by
orde r ofArminius ne xt , he had se rved unde r t he
leade rship of Tibe rius and Ge rmanicus ; and now

he w as crowning an obedience of fifty yea rs by
subj e cting his people t o our rule . Why should
such an e xtent of cle ar ground lie waste ,

me re ly
that on some di stant day the flocks and he rds of

the soldie rs could be brought ove r t o it ? By a ll

me ans le t themke ep re se rvations for catt le in the
midst of starving men , but not t o t he e xtent of

choosing a dese rt and a sol itude for ne ighbours in
prefe rence t o friendly nations ! Once on a time
those fie lds had be en he ld by t he Chamavi ; then by
the T ubant es , and late r by t he Usipi . As heaven
had been g iven t o the gods , so had earth t o t he race
ofmorta lmen , and what lacked a tenant w as common
prope rty . Then , ra is ing his eye s t o t he sun and

invoking the re st oft he heavenly host , he demanded ,
as i f face t o face with them,

i f they wished t o look
down on an empty earth . Soone r le t themflood it
with t he sea and arre st the se ravi she rs of t he

land !
LVI . Avit us , w ho had been moved by the appe a l ,

replied that all men had t o bow t o the commands
ofthe i r bette rs : it had be e n de creed by those gods
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a rbi triumpenes Romanosmane re t , quid darent quid
adimerent , neque a lios iudi ces quamse ipsos pate r
ent ur . Haec in pub li cum Ampsivariis respondit ,
ipsi Boiocalo ob memoriamamic it iae dat urumagros .
Quod ille ut prodit ionis pre tiumaspernat us addidi t

De esse nobis te rra ubi vivamus ,1 in qua moriamur ,
non pote st : atque it a infens is ut rimque an imis
discessum. I ll i Brue t e ros . T enct e ros, ulte riore s e tiam
nat iones socias be llo vocabant : Avit us scripto ad

Curt iliumMane iamsupe rioris e xercit us legat um ut

Rhenumt ransgressus arma a te rgo ost endere t , _

ipse

legione s in agrum T encterum induxit , e xcidium
min i

t ans , ni causam suam dissociarent . Igitur
absist ent ibus his pari me tu ext erri t i Bructe ri ; e t

ce te ris quoque a li ena pericula deserent ibus 2 sola
Ampsivariorum gens retro ad Usipos e t T ubant es

conce ss it . Quorumte rris e xact i cumChattos , de in
Che ruscos pe t issent , e rrore longo hospit es , egeni ,
hoste s in alieno quod iuvent ut is e rat caedunt ur ,

inbe lli s ae tas in praedamdi vi sa est .

LVI I . Eademaest at e inte r Hermunduros Chattos
que ce rt at ummagno proe lio , dumflumen gignendo
sa le feeundume t cont ermi numvi t rahunt , supe r l ibi
dinemcuneta armis agendi re l ig ione ins ita , eosmax

1 t erra <ubi> vivamus S i llig t erramv ivamM ed. , t erra

in v it amJ ae . Granovius .

2 deserent ibus Rhemnus defendent ibus.

1 Show n by a passage ofPhlegon (Hepi. Ba vp . 27 t o have

succeeded Ant ist ius Ve t us in 56 A .D .

2 As the Hermunduri were in T huringia and Franconi a , t he

Cha t t i in t he Hesse -Nassau di st rict , t he river is plausibly
ident ifi ed with t he Werra , st ill t he boundary be tween T hurin
gia and Hesse and close t o t he salt - springs of Salzungen.

An ot her candi dat e is the Franconian Saa le . Naturally , neither
st reamis in i t selfa salt - spring.
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ime locos propinquare cae lo precesque mort aliuma

de is nusquampropius audi ri . Inde indulgent ia numi
num1110 in amne illisque s il vi s sa lemproveni re , non ut

a l ias apud gente s e luvie ma ris arescent e unda , sed

supe r ardent emarborum st ruemfusa e x cont rariis

inte r se clementis , igne atque aqu is , concre t um.

Sed be llumHermunduris prosperum,
Chattis e x it io

sius fuit , quia vict ores diversam aciem Marti ac

Me rcurio sacravere , quo voto e qui viri , cuneta 1

occidioni dantur . Et minae quidemhosti le s in ipsos
ve rt ebant . Sed c ivitas Ub iorum socia nobis ma lo
inproviso adflict a est . Nam ignes te rra edi ti vi llas
a rva vi cos pass imcorripiebant ferebant urque in ipsa
condi t ae nupe r coloniae moenia . Ne que e xtingui
pot e rant , non si imbres caderent , non fluvialibus
aquis aut quo a lio humore , done c inopia remedii e t
ira cladi s agre ste s quidameminus saxa iace re de in
resist ent ibus flammis propius suggressi ict u fust ium
a li isque verberibus u t fe ras abst e rrebant : postremo
tegmina corpori derept a iniciunt , quanto mag is
profana e t usu pol luta , tanto magis oppre ssura
1gn1s .

1
cune t a Becker cune t a vict a M cunet a v iva Damesius.

1 In reali ty , of course
,
by eva pora t ion, if t he story

supporte d by Pliny—is t o be t aken seriously.

2 T iu and Woden.
—T he vow ofex t irpa t ion, a nat ura l con

se quence oi primi t ive belief, has many analogues , the most
famili ar be ing t he Hebra ic lzé

'

remon persons and object s host ile
t o t he t heocracy , e .g. t he ana t hema on Jericho (Josh. vi . 17

sqq . ) and on Ama lek ( 1 S am. xv . 3 T he Gallic pract ice
is not ed by Caesar (B .G. VI.

8 Cologne .

4 Volcani c act ion is ruled out by t he characte r oi t he
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BOOK X I I I . i .vr1.

ingra ined re ligious be li e f that this district w as peculi
a rly close t o heaven and that nowhe re did t he gods
give more immedi ate audi ence t o human praye r .

Hence , by t he di vine favour , sa lt in that r ive r and in
the se fore sts w as not produced , as in othe r countrie s ,
by a llow ing wate r t o e vaporate in a pool le ft by t he
se a , bu t by pouring i t on a bla zing pile of tre e s ,
crysta ll ization taking place through t he un ion oft w o

opposed e lements , wate r and fire .

1 T he struggle ,
which went in favour of t he Hermunduri , w as t he

more diast rous t o t he Chatti in that both s ide s con
se crat ed , in t he e ve nt ofvi ctory , t he adve rse host to
Mars and Me rcury ; 2 a vow implying the e xte rmi na
tion of horse s , men , and all obj e cts whatsoe ve r .
T he threats ofthe e nemy thus re coi led upon himse lf.
But the fede rate Ub ian commun ity 3

w as visited by
an unlooked - for catastrophe . Fire s , breaking from
the ground ,

‘1 fastened on farm—house s , crops , and

vi llage s , in all qua rte rs , and soon we re swe eping
towards t he ve ry wa lls of t he recently founded 5
colony . Nothing could e xtinguish them—ne ithe r
fa lling ra in nor running wate r nor mo isture in any
form— until a fe w rustics , powe rle ss t o de vi se a

remedy and enraged by the havoc , sta rte d t o throw
stone s froma di stance . The n , as t he flame s be came
stationary , they went close up and attempted t o

sca re themaway like wild anima ls by striking them
w i th clubs and thrashing themwith othe r implements :
final ly , they stripped offthe i r clothe s and piled them
on the fi re , which they we re t he more l ike ly
t o smothe r as they had be en worn and soi led by
common use .

country , and t he passage seems t o describe w ith embellish
ment s a heath - fire on a large scale .

5 In 50 A.D . (X II .

1 0 1
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LVI I I . Eodemanno Ruminalemarboremin comi
t io , qua e oc t ingent os

1
e t t rig int a

2
ante anuos Remi

Romulique infant iamt e xerat , mort u is rama libus e t

arescent e trunco deminut amprodigii loco habit um
est , done c in novos fe tus revivesce re t .

3

oct ingent os] sept ingent os M ed .

1

2
t rigint a Lip sius

3
revrvesceret ] rev iv iscere t ipp erdey, reviresceret P ichem.
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L IBER XIV

I . Ga io Vipst ano C.

1 Font e io consulibus diu
medit a t umsce lus non ultra Ne ro dist uli t , vest ut at e

impe ri i coali t a audacia e t flagrant ior in die s amore
Poppae ae , quae sib i mat rimoni um e t disc idi um
O ct av iae incolumi Agrippina haud sperans crebris

crimi nat ion ibus , a li quando pe r face t ias incusare t

principeme t pupillumvocare t , qui lussis alienis ob

noxius non modo impe rii , sed libert a t is e t iam indi
ge ret . Cur e nim differri nupt ias suas ? Formam
sci l ice t displi cere e t t riumphalis avos , an fecundi

tatem e t ve rum animum? T imeri ne uxor sa ltem
iniurias patrum, i ram populi adve rsus superbiam
avarit iamque matr is aperiat . Quod si murumAgrip
pina non n isi fi lio infe stamfe rre posse t , redde re t ur

ipsa O thonis coniug io : it uramquoquo t errarum, ubi

audire t potins contu
'me lie s impe rat oris quamvis ere t

pe riculis e i us inmixt a . Ha ec atque ta lia
’

lacrimis e t

art e adult e ra e pe ne trant ia nemo prohibebat , cupi
ent ibus cunct is infring i pot ent iammatris e t credente
nullo usque ad caedeme i us duratura fi lii odi a .

1 <C. Rid er.

1 Poppaeus Sabinus (XIII .
2 She had a son byRufrius Crispinus (XIII .
3 Lusi tania (XIII .
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I I . T radi t Cluvius ardore re t inendae Agrippinam
pot ent iae eo usque provect am, ut medio die i , cumid
t emporis Ne ro pe r vinum e t epulas incalesce re t ,

offe rre t se saepius t emulent o compt am e t ince sto
parat am. Iamque lasciva oscula e t praenunt ias

fi agit ii blandit ias adnot ant ibus proximis, Sene cam
contra mu liebres inlecebras subsidiuma femina pe t i
visse , inmissamque Act en l ibe rtam, quae s imul suo
pe riculo e t infamia Neronis anxia defe rre t pervulga
t ume sse incest umgloriante matre , nec t olerat uros

mi lite s profan i principis impe rium. Fabius Rusticus
non Agripp inae , sed Ne roni cupit um id memorat
e iusdemque libert ae ast u disiect um. Sed quae
Cluvius e ademce t e ri quoque auctore s prodidere , e t

fama huc inclinat , seu concepit animo tantum
inmanit a t is Agrippina , seu credibilior novae libidinis
meditatio in e a visa est , quae pue llaribus anni s
stuprumcumLepido 1

spe domina t ionis admisera t ,
pari cupidine usque ad libit a Pallant is provolut a e t

e xe rcita ad omne flagit iumpat rui nupt iis.

I I I . Igitur Ne ro vi t are secre tos e ius congressus,
abscedent emin hortos aut Tuscu lanumvel Ant iat em
in agrumlaudare , quod otiumcapesse re t . . Postremo ,

ubicumque habere t ur, praegravem
' ratus int erficere

1 <M .> Lepido Nipp erdey.

1 For Cluvius and Fa bius Rust icus, see t he not es on XIII .
20 .

2 M . AemiliusLepidas, son ofL . AemiliusPaulus andAugus
t us

’

granddaught er Julia ; a minion ofAgrippina ’

s brot her

Ca ligula , and married t o the ir sist er Drusilla ; exe cut ed in 39
as an accomplice in the conspiracy ofLent ulus Gae tulicus.

[0 8



BOOK XIV . 11.
—m.

I I . It is stated byCluvius1 that Agrippina
’s ardour

t o ke ep her influence w as carried so far that at

midday , an hour a t which Ne ro w as beginning t o

e xpe rience t he warmth of wine and good che e r ,
she pre sented he rse lf on se ve ra l occas ions t o he r

ha lf- tipsy son , coquettishly dressed and prepared
for ince st . Alre ady lascivious ki sse s , and endear
ments that we re t he harbi nge rs ofguilt , had be en
obse rved by the ir intimate s , when Sene ca sought in
a woman the antidote t o fema le blandi shments , and
brought in t he fre edwoman Acte , w ho ,

a larmed as

she w as both a t her ow n dange r and at Ne ro ’s infamy ,
w as t o report that the ince st w as common knowledge ,

s ince his mothe r boasted of it , and that t he troops
would not submit t o t he supremacy ofa sacrileg ious
empe ror . According t o Fabius Rusticus , not Agrip
pina , but Ne ro , de s ired t he union , the scheme be ing
wre cked by the astutene ss oft he same fre edwoman .

T he othe r authorit ie s , howeve r , g ive the same ve rsion
as Cluvius, and t o the i r s ide tradi tion leans ; whe the r
t he enormi ty w as actua lly conce ived in t he bra in of

Agrippina , or whe the r the contemplation of such
a re finement in lust w as me re ly taken as compara
t ive ly credible in a w oman w ho , for t he prospe ct of
powe r , had in her g irlish years yie lded t o t he embrace s
of Marcus Lepidus ; 2 w ho , for a s imi la r amb ition
had prostituted he rse l f t o t he de s ire s ofPa llas ; and

w ho had be en inured t o e ve ry turpitude by he r

marriage with her uncle .

I I I . Ne ro , the re fore , began t o avoid private me e t
ings with he r ; when she left for her gardens or t he
e state s a t Tusculum and Ant ium,

he commended
her intention of resting ; fina lly , convinced that ,
whe re ve r she might be kept , she w as sti l l an incubus ,

1 0 9
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const ituit , hact enus consult ans , veneno an fe rro ve l

qua a lia vi . Placuit que primo venenum. Sed inte r
epulas principis si da re t ur , refe rri ad casum non

pot e rat ta l i iam Britannici e xit io ; e t ministros
t empt are arduum videbat ur mulieris usu sce lerum
adve rsus insidias int ent ae ; atque ipsa praesumendo
remediamunie ra t corpus . Fe rrume t caedes quonam
modo occult are t ur, nemo repe rieba t e t ne quis il l i
tanto facinori de le ctus iussa spernere t me t uebant .

Obt ulit ingenium Anice tus libe rt us, class i apud
M isenumprae fe ctus e t pue rit iae Ne ronis educator ac
mut uis odiis Agrippinae invisus . Ergo navemposse
componi docet , cuius pa rs ipso in ma ri pe r artem
soluta effundere t ignaram: nihil t amcapax fortu i
torumquam.

mare ; e t si naufragio inte rcepta S l t

quemadeo iniquum, u t sce le ri adsigne t , quod venti
e t fluct us de liquerint ? addit urum principem de

funct ae templum e t a ras e t ce te ra ost ent andae

pie t at i .

IV . Placuit sollert ia , tempore e tiam iuta quando
Qu inqua t ruumfest os die s apud Ba ias frequent abat .

Illucma t reme lic it , fe rendas parent iumiracundias e t
placandumanimumdict it ans quo rumorem recon
ciliat ionis effi cere t accipe re t que Agrippina , faci li

1 On March 19—23 .

2 T he fashi onable Campanian wa t ering- place on t he west ern
side ofthe Golfo di Pozzuoli (sinus Ba ianas). It s long t erm
of popularity w as ended by ma laria , w it h help from the

Saracens in t he nint h cent ury and fromLouisXII. in the begin
ning oft he sixt eent h .

I IO
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feminarumcredulit a t e ad gaudi a . Venient emdebino
obvins in lit ora (nam Antio advent aba t ) e xcepit

manu e t complexu ducit que Banlos. Id vi llae
nomen est , qua e promunt uriumM isenum inte r e t

Ba ianum lacum fi exo mari adlu it ur. Stabat inte r
a l ias navis ornat ior , tamquam id quoque honori
matris dare t ur : quippe su eve rat triremi e t classiari
orumremigio vehi . Ac turn invitata ad epulas e rat ,
u t occultando facinori nox adhibere t ur . Satis con

st it it e xt it isse prodit orem, e t Agrippinam audi t is

insidiis an crede re t ambiguam, gest amine se llae
Ba ia s pe rvect am. Ibi blandiment um sublevavit

me tum: comit er e xcepta supe rque ipsumcollocata .

1am pluribus se rmonibus, modo familiarit at e iuve

n i l i Ne ro e t rursus adductus , qua si se ria consociare t ,

t ract o in longum convic t u , prose quitur abeunt em,

a rtins oculis e t pect ori hae rens , sive e xplenda s imu
la t ione , seu pe rit urae matris supremus aspect us

quamvis fe rumanimumre t inebat .

V . Noct em sideribus inlust rem e t placido mari
quie tamqua si convincendumad sce lus di praebuere .

Ne c multume rat progre ssa navis , duobus e nume ro
famili ariumAgrippinamcomit ant ibus , e x quis Cre
pere ius Ga llus haud procul gube rnacu lis adst abat ,
Ace rronia supe r pede s cubit ant is reclinis paeni
t ent iam fi lii e t rec ipe rat ammatr is grat iam per

1 T he villa—once owned by t he ora t or Hort ensius, then by
the emperors, and some three centuries lat er bySymmachus
lay a lit t le sout h ofBa iae .

2 Apparent ly the furt hest recess oft he bay,
be tween Ba iae

on the west and Put eoli on t he east .

d g 7 6 o
-

re
'

pvov w pooayayd w Ka i qSMfia a g Ka i 7 d dyna
fl
r a

xa i xei
‘

pa g , D. Cass. LXI . 13 .

On t he ret urn journey t o Bauli .

I I 2



BOOK XIV. IV .
—V .

the agre eable , w ould probab ly accept —In due

course , she came . He went down t o the beach t o

me e t her (she w as arriving fromAnt ium) , took her
hand , embraced her , and e scorted her t o Bauli ,1 the
name ofa villa washed by t he wate rs ofa cove be
tween the promontory ofM isenumand the lake of

Ba iae .

2 He re , among othe rs , stood a more hand
some ly appointed ve sse l ; apparently one attention
t he more t o his mothe r , as she had be en accustomed
t o use a trireme with a crew ofmarine s . Also ,

she had be en invited t o dinne r for t he occasion , so
that night should be ava i lab le for the concea lment
of the crime . It is we ll e stablished that someone
had played the informe r , and that Agrippina , warned
oft he plot , he sitated whe the r t o be lieve or not , but

made the journey t o Ba iae in a l itte r . The re he r
fe ars w e re re l ie ved by the b landishments ofa cordia l
we lcome and a se at above t he prince himse lf. At last ,
conve rs ing fre e ly ,

—one moment boyishly fami liar ,
the ne xt grave - brow ed as though making some
se rious communication ,—Ne ro , afte r the banque t
had be e n long protracted , e scorted her on her w ay,
cl inging more close ly than usua l t o her breast and

ki ss ing her eye s ; 3 poss ib ly as a fina l touch ofhypoc

risy, or possib ly t he last look upon his doomed
mothe r gave pause e ven t o that bruta l spirit .
V . A starl it night and the ca lmofan unrufHed sea

appeared t o have be en sent by Heaven t o afford
proof ofguilt . T he shi p had made no great w ay,

4

and t w o ofAgrippina
’s household we re in attendance ,

Crepere ius Ga llus standing not far fromthe tille r ,
whi le Acerronia , bending ove r the fee t of the re

cumbent prince ss , reca lled e xultantly the penitence
ofthe son and the re - entry ofthemothe r into favour .

1 1 3
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gaudiummemoraba t , cumdato signo rue re tectum
loci multo plumbo grave , pressusque Crepere ius e t

statim exanimat us est . Agrippina et Ace rronia

eminent ibus leoti parie t ibus ac forte validioribus,
quamut one ri cederent , prot ect ae sunt . Nec di s

solutio navigii sequeba t ur , t urbat is omnibus e t quod
ple rique ignari etiamconsc ios impediebant . Visum
dehinc remigibus unum in latus inclinare atque it a
navem subme rge re z sed neque ipsis prompt us in
remsubit amconsensus , e t a l ii contra nit ent es dede re
facult at emlenioris inma re iact us. Ve rumAcerronia ,
inprudent ia dum se Agrippinam e sse ut que sub

ren ire t urmatri principis c lamit a t , conti s , e t remis e t

quae fors obt ule rat nava libus te l is confic it ur : Agrip
pina si lens coque minus adgnit a (unumt amen vulnus
ume ro e xcepit ) nando , de inde occursu lenunculorum
Lucrinumin lacumvec t a vi llae suae infe rt ur.

VI . I llio reput ans ideo se fa llac ibus lit t eris ace itam
e t honore praecipuo habitam, quodque l itus iuxt a ,

non ventis acta , non saxis impulsa navis summa sui

1 T he lake , which virt ua lly ceased t o ex ist with t he ele va t ion
oft he Mont e Nuovo in t he sixt eent h century , had byAgrippa
and O ct avian be en convert ed int o a nava l base and t ra in ing
cent re for the operat ions aga inst Sext us Pompe ius, t he

met hod be ing t o conne ct it by a channel w it h the ne igh

bouring Lake Avernus and to pierce and re inforce t he sand

dune separa t ing it fromt he GulfofBa iae . T he portus Inlius

so formed had been useless for years, but the out er passage
w as st ill pract icable for craft such as the oyst er- fi sher

’

s boa t
which had picked up Agrippina (St rab .

2 T hismust have been e i ther Bauli or a vi lla ofher ow n on

t he Lucrine . Ifi t w as Bauli—t he supposit ion which squares
most easily wit h t he account ofher cremat ion and t he subse

quent buria l in cha p . 9 ,—t hen the reader is left t o infer that ,
aft er landing, she procured a lit t er t o carry her there . On the
other hand ,

t he presence ofsau e, the prefix in injert ar, t he

1 14
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parte ve lut i te rre stre machinament um concidisse t ,

observans e tiam Acerronia e necem, simul suum
vulnus asp iciens , solum insidiarum remedi um e sse
sensil,

1 si non int e llegerent ur ; misit que libert um
Age rmum,

2 qui nunt iare t fi lio benignit at e deume t

fortuna e i us evasisse gravemcasum ora re ut quamvis
pe riculo matris e xt errit us visendi curam differre t ;

s ibi ad prae sens quiete opus . Atque inte rimsecuri
tate s imulata medicamina vulne ri e t fomenta corpori

adhibe t ; te stamentumAce rroniae re quiri bonaque

obsignari iube t , id tantumnon per simulat ionem.

VI I . At Ne ron i nunt ios pa t rat i facinoris opperient i
adfe rt ur evasisse ict u le vi sane iame t hact enus adito
discrimine , ne auctor dubit are t ur . T um pavore
e xanimis e t iamiamque adfore obt est ans vindict ae

properam, si ve servi t ia armare t velmili temaccende
re t , si ve ad senat um e t populumpervadere t , nau

frag iume t vulnus e t inte rfectos amicos obiciendO '

quod contra subs idium s ib i ? Nis i quid Burrus e t

Sene ca ; quos statimacciverat , incertume xperiens
3

an e t ante gnaros.

4 Igitur longum. utriusque
S i lentium,

ne inrit i dissuaderent , an eo descensum
credebant , ut , nisi praeveniret ur Agrippina , pe r

cundum Ne ron i e sset . Post Seneca hact enus

1 < sens it> B ezzenberger.

2 AgermumAndresen : Agerinum.

3
experiens (before an) We

'

lfii in : eXpergens (before quos)
M ed. T he read ing is Wallyuncerta in .

4
guarosma rg. ed . Gryph. ignaros.



BOOK XIV . v i .
—vn .

like an a rtificia l structure on land . She re viewed
as we ll t he killing of Ace rronia , glanced simult a
neously at he r ow n wound , and re a lized that the one

de fence aga inst tre ache ry w as t o le ave it undete cted .

Accordingly she sent t he fre edman Agermus t o carry
word t o he r son that , thanks t o di vine kindne ss and t o
hi s fortunate sta r . she had survived a grave accident
but that , howe ve r gre at his a larm at his mothe r ’s
dange r , she begged him t o de fe r the attention of

a vis it : for the moment , wha t she ne eded w as re st .

Meanwhile ,
w i th affe cted unconce rn , she applied

remedi e s t o he r wound and fomentations t o her body
Ace rronia

’

s w i ll , she gave instructions w as t o be

sought , and he r effects sea led up ,
—the sole me asure

not re fe rable t o di ssimulation .

VII . Me anwhile , as Ne ro w as wa iting for the

me ssenge rs w ho should announce the doing of the

deed , the re came the news that she had e scaped
w i th a wound froma light b low , afte r running j ust
sufficient risk t o leave no doubt as t o its author .
Ha lf- de ad with te rror , he protested that anymoment
she would be he re , hot for vengeance . And whe the r
she armed her s lave s or inflamed the t roops , ormade
her w ay t o the se nate and the people , and charged
himw ith the w re ck , her wound , and the s laying of

her friends , what counte r- re source w as a t his ow n

disposa l ? Unle ss the re w as hope in Sene ca and

Burrus ! He had surrmw ned them immediate ly
whe the r t o te st the i r fe e ling , or as cognizant a lre ady
of the secret , is que stionab le .

—Th e re followed ,

then , a long silence on t he part ofboth e ithe r they
we re re luctant t o di ssuade in va in , or they be l ie ved
matte rs t o have re ached a point at which Agrippina
must be forestal led or Ne ro pe rish . Afte r a time ,
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prompt ius , ui 1 respice re t Burrumac scisc it are t ur , an

militi imperanda caedes e sse t . Ille prae t orianos toti
Caesarumdomui obst rict os memoresque German ici
nihi l adve rsus progeni eme ius a t rox ausuros respondit
perpe t rare t Anice tus promissa . Qui nihi l cunct at us
poscit summamsce leris . Ad e amvocemNe ro i l lo
sibi die da ri impe rium auct oremque tanti mune ris
libert um profi t e t ur : i re t prope re ducere t que

prompt issimos ad i ussa . Ipse
'

andito ven isse missu
Agrippina e nunt ium Agermum,

2
scaenam ult ro

crimini s parat , gladiumque , dum mandata pe r

fe rt , abic it inte r pede s e ius , turn quasi deprehenso
vincla inici inhe t . ut exit ium principis molit am
mat reme t pudore deprehensi sce leris sponte mort em
sumpsisse confingere t .

VI I I . Inte rimvulgato Agrippinae pe riculo , quasi
casu evenisse t , ut quisque accepe rat , de curre re ad

l itus . Hi molium object us , hi proximas scaphas

scande re : a li i , quantum corpus sineba t , vadere in
mare ; quidammanus protende re ; quest ibus , vot is

clamore dive rsa rogit ant ium aut ince rta re sponden
tium omnis ora comple ri ; adfi uere ingens multi
tudo cum luminibus , atque ubi incolumem e sse
pernot u it , ut ad grat andum se se e xpedire donec
aspect u a rmati e t minit ant is agminis disiect i sunt .

1 <ut> Doederlein .

2 AgermumAndresen AgerinumM ed . And similarlybelow .

1 If t he villa is on t he Lucrine , the moliumobiectus are

ev ident ly the half n a tura l , ha lf art ifi cia l barrier e ight
furlongs in lengt h and as broad as a w ide carriage - road

(St rab . 245 )—whi ch separa t ed t he lake fromt he sea .

”
Ifit is

Bauli , t he embankment s are st ill explica ble by such passages
as Hor. Carm. II . 18 , 19 —stru is domos M arisque Ba i is ob

strepent is urges Sumntovere litora .
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Anice tus villamst at ione circumda t refract aque ianua
obvios servorum abripit , done c ad fore s cubi culi
venire t ; cui pauci adst abant , ce te ris te rrore in

rumpent ium ext errit is. Cubiculo modicum lumen
inerat e t ancillarum una ,

magis ac magis anxia
Agrippina , quod nemo a fi lio ac ne Age rmus quidem
aliamfore la e t ae re i 1 faciem; nunc solit udinemac

repentinos strepitus e t e xt remi mali indi cia . Abe

unte dehinc anci lla Tu quoque me dese ris pro

locut a respicit Anice t um, t rierarcho Hercule io e t

Obarit o centurione classiario comit at um: ac , si ad

visendum ven isse t , refot am nunt iare t , sin fac inus

pat rat urus , nihi l se de fi lio crede re ; non impera t um
parricidium. Circumsist unt lect um percus

‘

sores e t

prior t rierarchus fusti caput ei us adflixit . Iam in
mortem centurioni ferrumdest ringent i prot endens

ut erum“Ventrem fe ri ” exclamavit mult isqu e vul
neribus confect a est .

IX . Hae c consensu produnt ur . Aspe xerit ne ma
trem e xanimem Ne ro e t formam corporis e i us
laudave rit , sunt qui t radide rint , sunt qui abnuant .

Cremata est nocte e adem
,
conviva li lect o e t e xsequi is

vilibus ; neque , dumNe ro re rum pot iebat ur , con

ge sta aut clausa humus . M cx domest icorum cura
l e vem t umu lum accepit , viam M iseni propte r e t

vi llam Caesaris dict at oris , quae subiect os s inus

1 laet ae re i Bezzenberger lat aeret .

1 T here ismore , on t rustwort hy aut hority , in Suetonius
(Ner. Dio adds the remark,which is at least in charact er :

d p
'

bew 37 1 0 51 0 ) Ka /Vjv unr e
’

pa elxov.
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BOOK XIV. vm.
—ix.

Anicetus drew a cordon round the villa , and, breaking
dow n t he entrance , dragged off t he slave s as they
appe ared until he re ached the be droom—door .
A fe w se rvants we re standing by: t he re st had fled
in t e rror at the inrush ofmen . In the chambe r w as

a dimlight and a single wa iting—ma id ; and Agrip
pina ’s anxie ty deepened e ve ry instant . Why no

one fromher son—nor e ven Age rmus ? Hadmatte rs
prospe red , they would have worn anothe r a spe ct .
Now , nothing but sol itude , hoarse a la rms , and

the symptoms of i rremediable i ll ! Then the ma id
rose t o go . Dost thou t oo forsake me ? ” she

began , and saw Anice tus behind he r , accompanied by
Hercule ius, the trie rarch , and Obarit us, a centurion
ofmarine s . If he had come t o visit the s ick , he
might take back word that she fe lt re fre shed . If t o
do murde r , she would be l ieve nothing ofhe r son :

matricide w as no article ofthe i r instructions . ” T he

e xecutione rs surrounded the couch , and the trie ra rch
began by striking, he r on the he ad wi th a club .

T he centurion w as drawing his sword t omake an end ,

when she proffe red her womb t o the blow . Strike
he re , she e xcla imed , and w as de spatched with
repeated wounds .

IX . So far t he accounts concur . Whe the r Ne ro
inspected t he corpse of his mothe r and e xpre ssed
approva l ofhe r figure is a statement which some
aflirmand some deny .

1 She w as crema ted the same
night , on a dinne r - couch , and w ith t he humb le st
rite s ; nor , so long as Ne ro re igned , w as t he ea rth
pi led ove r the grave or enclosed . Late r , bythe care
ofher se rvants , she re ce i ved a mode st tomb , hard
by the road t o M isenumand that villa oft he dictator
Cae sar which looks from its dizzy he ight t o t he

1 2 1
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edit issima prospect at . Accenso rogo libe rtus e ius
cognomento M nest er se ipse 1 fe rro t ransegit ,

ince rt umcarit a t e in pa t ronamanme tu exit i i . Hunc

sui finemmult os ante annos crediderat Agrippina
cont empse ra tque . Nam consulenti supe r Ne rone
responderunt Cha ldae i fore ut imperare t mat remque
occ idere t ; atque il la O ccidat inqu it dum
impere t .

X . Sed a Cae sare pe rfe cto demumscelere magni
tudo e ius int e llect a est . Re liquo noctis modo per

S i le ntiumde fixus, saepius pavore exsurgens e t mentis
inops lucem oppe riebat ur tamquam e xit ium adla
turam. Atque cumauctore Burro prima centurio
num t ribunorumque adulat io ad spem fi rmavi t ,
prensant iummanumgrat ant iumque , quod discrimen
improvisum e t matris facinus evasisse t . Amici
dehinc adire templa , e t coept o e xemplo proxima
Campaniae municipia vict imis e t legat ionibus lae ti
tiam t est ari : i pse dive rsa simulat ione maest us e t

quasi incolumit a t i suae infensus ac morti pa rentis
inlacrimans . Quia t amen non , ut hominumvult us,

it a locorumfacie s mut ant ur , obve rsabat urque maris
il lins e t li t orumgravis aspect us (e t e rant qui crederent
sonit um tubae collibus circum edit is planctusque

tumulomatris andiri) , Ne apolimconce ss it li t t erasque
1 se ipse Nipp erdey ipse M cd. , ipse se Ernesli .

1 Possibly, but not more t han possibly , the promised pre
dict ion oi T hrasyllus

’

son (VI . 22
2 Obvi ously, in spit e of Dio ( 15176 oa bw iy

‘

yw v 81i n umu,
w e pmo

’

v
‘
N . Ka i flopvficfibes fixovodiv e

’

beip a
‘

rofiro, LXI.

a funera l t rumpe t (Pers. III . 103
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ad sena t ummis it , quarum summa e rat repert um
cumfe rro percussoremAgermum, ex int imi s Agrip
pinae libe rt is , e t luisse e am poenas

1
conscient ia ,

quasi 2 sce lus paravisse t .

XI. Adicieba t crimina longius repe t it a , quod
consortium impe ri i iurat urasque in feminae ve rba
prae t orias cohort is idemque dedecus senatus e t

populi spe ravisse t , ac post quamfrustra habita 3 s it ,
infensa mi l iti pat ribusque e t pleb i dissuasisset

donat ivum e t congiariumpericulaque viris inlust ri
bus st ruxisse t .

4 Quanto suo labore pe rpe t rat um, ne

inrumpere t curiam, ne gentibus e xt ernis re sponsa
dare t . Temporum quoque Claudianorum obl iqua
insect at ione cuneta e ius dominat ionis flagit ia in
mat rem t ranst ulit , publ ica fortuna e xst inct am
refe rens

'

. Namque e t naufragiumnarrabat : quod
fort uitum fuisse , quis adeo hebe s inveni re t ur , u t

credere t ? Aut a mulie re naufraga missum cum
te lo unum, qui cohorte s e t classes imperat oris
perfringere t

? Ergo non iamNe ro , cuius inmani t as
omniumquest us ant e ibat , sed Sene ca adve rso rumore
e rat , quod ora t ione ta l i confessionemscripsisse t .

XII. Miro t amen ce rtamine proce rumdecernunt ur
supplicat iones apud omnia pulvina ria , utque Quin

quat rus , quibus apert ae insidiae essent , ludis annu is

ce lebrarent ur ; aureum M inervae s imulacrum in
1
poenas Nipp erdey poenam.

2 quasi B a lm: qua .

3 habit a M urelus ablat a .

st ruxisset Ritter inst rux isse t .
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BOOK XIV. X.
“XII.

a le tte r , the sumofwhich w as that an assassin with
his weapon upon himhad been di scove red in Agermus ,
one oft he confidentia l fre edman ofAgrippina , and

that his mistre ss , conscious ofher guilt , had pa id the
pena lty ofmeditatedmurde r .
XI. He appended a l ist ofcha rge s drawn fromthe

remote r past She had hoped for a partne rship
in the empire ; for the prae torian cohorts t o swe a r
a llegiance t o a woman ; for the senate and people
t o submi t t o a like ignominy . Then , he r amb ition
foi led , she had turned aga inst the soldi e rs , the Fathe rs
and the commons ; had opposed the donat ive and the

large sse , and had worked for the ruin of eminent
citizens . At what cost oflabour had he succe e ded
in preventing he r fromforcing t he door ofthe senate
and de l ive ring he r answe rs t o fore ign nations !
He made an indirect attack on t he Claudi an pe riod
a lso , transfe rring e ve ry scanda l ofthe re ign t o t he

account ofhis mothe r , whose remova l he ascribed
t o the fortunate s ta r of t he nation . For e ven t he
wreck w as narrated : though whe re w as t he folly
which could be l ieve it accidenta l , or that a ship
wrecked woman had de spatched a sol ita ry man w i th
a w eapon t o cut his w ay through the guards and

navie s of the empe ror ? T he obj ect , the re fore , of

popular censure w as no longe r Nero—whose barba rity
transcended all prote st—but Sene ca , w ho in compos
ing such a ple a had penned a confess ion .

XII. Howeve r , with a notable spirit ofemulation
among t he magnate s , decre e s we re drawn up :
thanksgi vings we re t o be he ld at all appropriate
shrine s ; the festiva l of Mine rva , on which t he

conspiracy had be en brought t o l ight , w as t o be

ce lebrated with annua l game s ; a golden statue of
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curia e t iuxt a principis imago st at ue rent ur ; die s
na t a lis Agrippinae inte r ne fastos e sse t . T hras ea

Fa ctus s ilentio ve l brevi adsensu priore s adulat iones
t ransmit t e re solitus e xiit t umsena t u , ac sib i causam
pe ricu li fe cit , ce te ris libert at is init iumnon praebu it .

Prodigia quoque crebra e t inrita int e rcessere .

Anguem cu ixa mul ie r , e t a l ia in concubit u ma riti
fulmine e xanimat a : iamsol repente obscurat us e t

taeta e de cae lo qua t t uordec imurbi s regione s . Quae
adeo s ine cura deum e ven iebant ut mult os post
annos Ne ro impe rium e t sce le ra cont inuaverit .

Ce te rumquo gravare t invidiammatris caque demot a
auc t am lenit at em suam t est ificare t ur , feminas in

lust ris Iuniam e t Ca lpurniam, prae t ura funct os

Va le riumCapit onem e t Lic iniumGabolumsedibus

pat ri is reddidit , ab Agrippina olim pulsos . Etiam
Lolliae Paulinae cine res report ari sepu lcrumque
e xst rui pe rmisit ; quosque ipse nupe r re legave rat ,

It urium e t Calvisium poena e xsolvit . NamSilana
fato funct a e rat , long inquo ab e xilio Ta rentum
regre ssa labant e iamAgrippina , cuius inimicit iis con
ciderat , ve lmi tigata .

XI I I . Tamem1 cunct ari in opp idi s Campaniae , quo

nammodo urbemingrede re t ur , an obse qui umsenatus ,
an studia plebis repe rire t anxius : contra de t e rrimus

1 mit iga t a . T amen Ha lm t amenmit igat a .

1 Nov . 6 .

2 See XIII . 41 n.

3 For Junia , see XII . 4 and 8 ; for Calpurnia and Lollia

Paulina , XII. 22 ; for Silana , It urius, and Calvisius, XIII .

19 sqq. Capi to and Gabolus are unknown .
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quisque , quorum non a l ia regia fecundior ext it it ,

inw sumAgrippinae nomen e t morte e ius accensum
populi favoremdisse runt : i ret int repidus e t vene ra
t ionems ui corame xperire t ur ; s imul praegredi e x

poscunt . Et prompt iora quam promiserant in

veni unt , obvias tribus , fe sto cult u senat um, coniugum
ac libe rorumagmina per sexume t ae t at emdisposit a
exst ruct os, qua incedere t , Spect acu lorumgradus , quo
modo. t riumphi visunt ur . Hine supe rbus ac publici
servit ii victor Capitol i um adi it , gratis e xsolvit ,

seque in omne s libidines effudit , quas ma le coe rcit as

qualiscumque matris reverent ia t ardaverat .

XIV . Vetus i lli cupido e rat curr iculo quadrigarum
ins iste re , neeminus foedumstudiumcithara ludicrum
in modumcancre . Conce rtare equis 1 regium e t

ant iquis ducibus fact it at ummemorabat , idque vat

laudibus ce lebre e t deorumhonori datum. Enimve ro
cantus Apollini sac ros , ta l ique ornat u adst are non

modo Graecis in urbibus,
sed Romana apud templa

numen prae cipuum e t praescium. Nee i am sisti

pot erat , cumSene cas ac Burro visum, ne ut raque

pervinceret , a lte rumconcede re . Clausumque va l le
Vaticana Spatium, in . quo equos rege re t , haud
promisco spect aculo . Mox ult ro vocari

, _populus
1
concert are equisBalm cumcelaret (cenare t M 31 ) quis.

1 In his gardens on the east oft he Vat ican, St . Pe ter
’

s now

occupying part ofthe sit e .

1 2 8



BOOK XIV. xi i 1 .
—x1v .

w as urged by eve ry reprobate—and a court more
prol ific ofreprobate s the world has not seen—that
the name ofAgrippina w as abhorred and that her
de ath had w on himt he applause ofthe nation . Le t

himgo wi thout a qua lmand e xpe rience on t he spot
t he vene ration fe lt for his pe rson ! At the same time,
they demanded le ave t o pre cede him. They found ,
inde ed , an a lacrity which surpassed the i r promi se s
the tribe s on t he w ay t o me e t him; t he senate in
fe sta l dre ss troops ofwive s and ofchildren di sposed
according t o the i r sex and yea rs , whi le a long his
route rose tie rs ofseats ofthe type used for viewing
a triumph . Then , flushed with pride , victor ove r
the nationa l se rvili ty , he made his w ayt o the Capitol,
pa id his grate ful vows , and abandoned himse l f t o all

the vice s , ti l l now re tarded , though scarce ly repressed ,
by some sort ofde fe rence t o his mothe r .
XIV . It w as an old de si re ofhis t o drive a cha riot

and teamoffour , and an e qua l ly repuls ive ambition
t o sing t o the lyre in the stage manne r . Racing
with horses ,

”
he used t o obse rve , w as a roya l

accompl ishment , and had be en pract ised by t he

commande rs of antiqui ty : the sport had be en

ce lebrated in the pra ise s ofpoe ts and de voted t o the
worship of Heaven . As t o song , i t w as sacred t o

Apol lo ; and it w as in the garb appropriate t o it that ,
both in Greek citie s and in Roman temples , that
great and pre scient de ity w as se en standi ng.

”

He could no longe r be checked , when Sene ca and

Burrus: decided t o concede one ofhis points rathe r
than a llow himt o carry both and an

“

enclosure w as

made in the Vatican va l ley ,1whe re he couldmanoeuvre
his horse s without the spectacle be ing publ ic.

Be fore long, the Roman people rece i ved an i nvitation
1 2 9
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Romanus laudibusque ext ollere , ut est vulgus
cupiens volupt at um e t , s i eodem princeps t raha t ,
lae tum. Ce te rumevulgat us pudor non sat ie t at em,

ut rebant ur , sed incitamentum a t t ulit . Rat usque

dede cus molliri , si plures foedasse t , nobiliumfami
liarumpost eros ege st at e venalis in scaenamdeduxit ;
quos fato perfunct os ne nominatimt radam,maioribus
corumt ribuendumputo . Name t e ius flagit iumest ,

qui pecuniam ob de l icta potins dedit , quam nc

de linquerent . Notos quoque e quite s Romanos ope ra s
a renae promit t e re subegit donis ingent ibus , nisi
quodme rce s ab eo , qui iube re pote st , vimne cess itat is
adfert .

XV . Ne tamemadhuc publ i co theat ro dehonest are
tur , inst it u it ludos Iuvenalium vocabulo , in quos
passim nomina data . Non nobili t as cu iquam, non

ae tas aut acti honore s impedimento , quo minus
G raeci Lat inive hist rionis a rtem e xercerent usque
ad ge stus modosque haud viri l is . Quin e t feminae
inlust res deformia medit ari ; e xst ruct aque apud
nemus , quod naval i stagno circumposui t Augustus
convent icula e t cauponae e t pos ita veno inrit ament a
luxu i . Dabant urque stipes , quas boni ne ce ss itate ,
intempe rante s gloria consumerent . Inde glisce re

flagit ia et infamia , ne c ulla moribus olimcorrupt is

plus libidinumcircumdedi t quami l la conluvies. Vix

1 T o ce lebrat e the first shav ing ofhis beard (D. Cass. LXI.

19 compare the anecdote , ib. 17 and Sue t . Ner.

2 Nava lis procli spectaclumpopulo dedi trans T iberifmin quo
loco nunc nemus est Caesarum, Mon . Anc. IV . 43 .
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a rt ibus honest is pudor re t ine t ur, nedum inte r
ce rt amina vit iorum pudicitia aut modestia aut

qu icquam probi moris rese rvare t ur. Post remum
ipse scaenamincedit multa cura t empt ans c it haram
e t praemedit ans adsist ent ibus phonascis .

1 Acce s
serat cohors milit um, cent uriones t ribunique e t

maerens Burrus a c landans . T uncque primum
conscript i sunt e quite s Romani cognoment o Augusti
anorum,

2
a e t a t e ac robore conspicui , e t pars ingenio

procace s a li i in spempot ent iae . I i die s ac noct es

plausibus personare , formam principis vocemque
deumvocabulis appe llant es quas i pe r virt ut emclari
honorat ique age re .

XVI. Ne t amen ludicrae tantumimperat oris arte s
not escerent , ca rminum quoque studi um adfe ct avit ,
cont ract is quibus aliqua pangendi facultas necdum
ins ignis e rat . Hi cenat i 3 conside re simul , e t adlat os
ve l ib idemrepert os ve rsus connect ere atque ipsius
ve rba quoquo modo pro lata supplere , quod spe cie s
ipsa ca rminumdoce t , non impe tu e t inst inct u ne e

ore uno fluens . Etiam sapie ntiae doc t oribus

tempus impert iebat post epulas , u t que contrari a

1
phonascis M ureins facies.

2 August ianorumN ipp erdey august t anorum.

3
era t . hi cenat i Ha lm(after M ureins and Haase) ae t at is

-
1 Some fouryears la ter, t he corps is sa id t o have included ,

besides t he knight s, four t housand sturdy plebe ians (soldiers,
according to Dio ) , w it h fi xed

”

salaries for the lead ers, a st and

ardi zed syst emofa ppla use , and dist inct ive point s ofappea r
ance—pornaded ha ir, ringless left ha nds , etc. (Suet . Ner.

‘

20 ;

D. Cass. LXI .

2 Examplesmay be seen in Dio . (LXI .

Suet onius
,
dissent s st rongly z— Venere in manus

,

mea s
pugilla res libellique cumquibusdamnol issimis versibus, ip sius
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BOOK XIV. xv .
—xv1.

Even in t he de cent wa lks of l i fe , purity is hard t o
ke ep far less could chastity ormode sty or anyve stige
ofintegrity survive in that compe tit ion ofthe vice s .
Last ofall t o tre ad the stage w as the sove re ign him
se lf, scrupulously te sting his lyre and striking a few
pre l iminary note s t o the tra ine rs at his side . A
cohort oft he guards had be e n adde d t o the audi ence
—centur ions and tribune s ; Burrus , a lso , with his s igh

and his word ofpra ise . Now , t oo , for t he first time
w as enrolled the company ofRoman knights know n as
t he August iani ;

1 conspicuously youthful and robust ;
wanton in some case s by nature ; in othe rs , through
dreams ofpowe r . Days and nights they thunde red
applause , bestowed the epithe ts re se rved for de ity 2
upon the impe ria l form and voice , and l ive d in a

repute and honour , whichmight have be en earned by
Virtue .

XVI. And ye t , le st i t should be only the histrioni c
skill ofthe empe ror which w on pub li c ity , be affected
also a zeal for poe try and gathe red a group of

associate s with some faculty for versificat ion but not

such as to have ye t attracted remark . The se , afte r
dining , sat wi th him, devising a connection for the
line s they had brought fromhome or invented on the

spot , and eking out t he phra ses sugge sted , for bette r
or worse , bythe i rmaste r ; the me thod be ing obvious
e ven fromt he gene ra l cas t ofthe poems ,3 whi ch run
wi thout ene rgy or inspiration and lack unity ofstyle .

Even t o t he teache rs of philosophy he accorded a

li t tle 1;ime —but afte r di nne r , and in orde r t o amuse
himse l f by the w rangling whi ch attended t he ex

chirograph
‘

o scriptis ; ui faci le apparerei non lransla los, aut

dictante a ligna exceptos, sed pla ne quasi a cogi tante a tque

generante exara los (Ner .
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adse verant ium discordia frue re t ur.

1 Nec dee ran t

qui ore vult uque tristi inte r oblect ament a regia
spect ari cuperent .

XVI I . Sub idemtempus levi initio at rox caedes

orta inte r colonos Nuce rinos Pomp e ianosque gladia
torio spect aculo , quod Livine ius Regulus , quemmo
t umsematu re t t uli , edeba t . Quippe oppidana lascivia
in vicemincessent es probra , de in saxa , postremo fe r
rumsumpse re , validiore Pompe ianorumplebe , apud
quos spect aculumedebat ur . Ergo deportati sunt in
urbemmulti e Nucerinis trunco pe r vulne ra corpore ,

ac plerique liberorumaut parent ummort e s deflebant .

Cuius re i indiciumprinceps senat ui , senatus consuli
bus permisit . Et rursus re ad patre s re lata , prohibit i

publi ce in decemannos e ius modi coe t u Pompe iani
collegiaque , quae contra lege s inst it uerant , dissoluta ;
Livine ius e t qu i a li i sedit ionem concive rant e xilio

multati sunt .
XVI I I . Motus sena t u e t Pedius Blaesus , accusanti

bus Cyrenensibus violat umab eo t hesaurumAescu

lapli di lect umque mi litarempre t io e t ambit ione cor

rupt um. IdemCyrenenses reum agebant Ac ilium
St rabonem, prae toria pote state usum e t missum
discept at orema Claudio agrorum, quos reg is Apio
nis quondamavit os e t populo Romano cum regno

1 d iscordia frueret ur Bezzenberger discordiae rueretur .

1 Now Noceraf—t o t he east ofPompe ii .

2 T he not ice is lost .
—T w o or t hree grafiil i a t Pompe ii are

inspired by this feud.

3 In conjunct ion w it h Cre te . Cyrene formed a minor sena

toria l province .

4 Pto lemyApion , a na t ura l son ofPto lemy VII Physcon

ofEgypt . Byt he discovery , seven yea rs ago, ofan unexecuted

w i ll of Physcon i t w as shown t ha t Apion ’

s legacy of the

Cyrenaica to Rome (96 w as merely the realizat ion ofa

pro ject formed by his fa ther.
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re l ictos proximus quisque posse ssor invase rant ,

diu t inaque licent ia e t iniuria quas i iure e t a equo
nit ebant ur . Ig itur abiudicat is agris orta adve rsus
iudiceminvidia ; e t senatus ignota s ibi e sse mandata
Claudi i e t consulendumprincipemrespondit . Ne ro
probata St rabon is sententia , se nihilominus subvenire
soci is e t usurpata concede re scripsit .

1

XIX . Se quuntur virorum inlust rium morte s
Domit ii Afri e t M . Servili i , qui summis honoribus e t

multa e loquent ia viguerant , i lle orando causa s , Se r
vilius di u foro ,mox t radendi s rebus Romanis celebris
e t e legant ia vi tae , quam c lariorem eflec it , ut par

ingenio , it a morumdive rsus .

XX . Ne rone quartum Corne l io Cosso consulibus

quinquenna le ludicrum Romae inst it ut um e st ad

morem G ra eci cert aminis , va ria fama , ut cuneta
fe rme nova . Quippe e rant q u i Gna eum quoque
Pompe ium incusat um a senioribus fe rrent , quod
mansuram the at ri sedem posu isse t . Nam antea
subit ariis gradibus e t scaena in tempus st ruct a ludos
edi solit os, vel s i-ve t ust iora repe t as , st ant empopulum
spect avisse , ne , s i considere t t he at ro die s totos igna

1
scripsit ] rescripsit Haase.

1 IV . 52 n 66 n.

2 M . Servilius Nonianus , consul in 35 He w as wri t ing
hi story under Claudi us, w ho a t t ended one of hi s readings

(Plin . Ep . I . is coupled by T aci t us w i t h Aufi dius Bassus,
in cont rast t o Sisenn a and Varro, as a type ofmodern eloquence

(Dia l. 23 ; cf. Qu in t . X . 1 , and has been conject ured to
be t he consular historian w ho rela t ed as an eye

-wi tness an

incident a t T iberius’ dinner - t able (Sue t . T ib. 61
3 T he Néron ia see XVI. 4 .

4 Greek games, t hough not exact ly common,
had been fa irly

oft en present ed . T he Ncronia , however, would seemt o have

been t he fi rst inst ance a t Rome ofa t ripart it e contest (Sue t .

Ner. t he usua l a t hl e t es and horses being supplemented by
a cont est ofmusic ( including poet ry and rhe t oric) a feature
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nation . They had be en anne xed bythe ne ighbouring
proprietors , w ho re l ied on thei r long - licensed usurpa
tion as a lega l and fa i r title . Hence , when t he

adj udication went aga inst them, the re w as an out

break of i ll - w i l l aga inst the adj udi cator ; and the

senate could only answe r that it w as ignorant of

Claudius ’ instructions and the empe ror would have t o
be consulted . Ne ro , while upholding Strabo

’s ve rdict ,
wrote that none the le ss he supported the provincia ls
andmade ove r t o themthe prope rty occupied .

XIX . The re followed t he death of t w o famous
men , Domitius Afer l and Marcus Servilius ; 2 both of

whomhad be en distinguished as great officia ls and

e loquent orators . Afer
’

s ce lebrity , howe ve r , w as

due t o his practice as an advocate ; that ofServilius,
primarily t o his long activity in t he courts , then t o

his work as a Roman historian , and , aga in , t o a re

finement of l i fe made more noticeab le by the fact
that , while e qua l in gen ius t o his rival , he w as a

comple te contrast t o himin characte r .
XX. In the consulate ofNe ro—his fourth te rm

and ofCorne l ius Cossus , a quinquennia l compe tition 3
on t he stage , in t he style ofa Greek conte st , w as in

t roduced at Rome . Like a lmost all innovations ‘1 i t
w as va riously canvassed . Some insisted tha t e ven
Pompey had be en censured by his e lde rs for e stab
lishing t he theatre in a pe rmanent home .

5 Be fore ,

the game s had usua lly be en e xhib ited with t he he lp
of improvised tie rs ofbenche s and a stage thrown
up for the occas ion ; or , t o go furthe r into the past ,
t he people stood t o watch : se ats in the theatre , i t
w as feared ,might tempt themt o pass whole days in

re t a ined in the bet t er known and longer
- lived agon Cap itolinus

ofDomi t ian.

IV. 7 n .

1 37



THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

via cont inuare t . Spect aculorum quidemant iquit as

se rvare t ur , quotiens pra e tor sede re t ,
1 nulla cui

quamc iviumnecess itate ce rt andi . Ce te rumabolit os

paula t impatrios more s fundit us eve rt i pe r ace itam
lasciviam, u t quod usquamcorrumpi e t corrumpe re
queat , in urbe visa t ur , degene re t qu e st udi is e xt ernis

iuventus , gymnas ia e t otia e t turpis amore s e xe r

cendo , principe e t senat u auct oribus , qui non modo
licent iam vit iis permise rint , sed vim adhibe ant , ul

proce re s Roman i specie ora t ionum e t carminum
scaena polluant ur. Quid supe resse , ni s i ut corpora
quoque nudent e t ca e stus adsumant casque pugnas
promi l itia e t a rmi smedit ent ur P An iust it iamauct um
iri 2 e t de curias equ it umegregius

3 iudicandi munus
e xple t uros , si fract os sonos e t dulcedinem vocum
pe rite audissent ? Noctis quoque dede cori adiect as ,
ne quod tempus pudori reli nquat ur , sed coe t u

promisco , quod perdit issimus quisque pe r diem
concupiverit , per t enebras aude a t .

XXI. Pluribus ipsa licent ia placebat , ac t amen
hone sta nomina prae t endebant . Ma iore s quoque

1 prae t or sedere t ]prae t ores ederent L ipsius , vulg.

2 iust it iamauct umir i M advig iust it ia angurli .
2
egregius M advig egregium.

1 Responsibilit y for t he public games had been t ransferred
byAugust us fromt he aediles t o t he prae t ors ; but , in t he pre

sent case , Ne ro magistros lol i cerlamin i pra eposu il cons ula ris
sorte, sede pra etorum (Sue t . Ner. 12 )—a passage which , in

conjunct ion w i t h XI. 11 (seden te Claudio) and J uv . XI. 192

(pra eda caba llorumpraetor sedet ) seems a perfect ly adequa t e

defence oft he manuscript read ing as aga inst Lipsius
’ plausible

emenda t ion.
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non abhorru isse spect aculorum oblect ament is pro

fortuna , quae t um e rat , coque a T uscis ace itos
hi striones , a T hurns e quorumcert ami na ; e t posse ssa
Acha ia Asiaque ludos curat ius edit os , nee quem
quamRomae hone sto loco ort umad t heat ralis a rte s
degene ravisse , ducent is iam anni s a L . M ummii
triumpho , qui primus id genus spect aculi in urbe

praebuerit . Sed e t consult um parsimoniae , quod
pe rpe tua sede s the at ro locata s it pot ius, quamim
menso sumpt u singulos pe r annos consurgere t ac

dest ruere t ur . Nee pe rinde magistratus remfami l i
arem e xhaust uros aut populo efflagit andi Graeca
cert amina a magist rat ibus causam fore , cum eo

sumpt u res publ ica fungat ur . O rat orumac vat um
victorias incitamentum ingeniis adlat uras ;

cuiquam indici grave auris st udiis honest is e t

volupt at ibus concessis impert ire . Laet it iae magis
quamlasciviae dari paucas t ot ius quinquennii noct es ,
quibus tanta luce ignium nihi l inlicit umoccult ari

queat . Sane nullo ins igni dehonest ament o id spect a
culumt ransiit . Ac ne modi ca quidemstudia plebis
e xarsere , qui a redditi quamquamscaenae pantomimi
ce rt aminibus sacris prohibebant ur. Eloquent iae pri
mas nemo tuli t , sed vict orem e sse Caesarempro

1 Liv . VII . 2 .

2 T his tradi t ion is not otherw ise know n.

3 In 146 and 133 respect ively .

‘1 In 145
5 T he Neronia were ranked, like the great Greek fest iva ls,
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been ave rse fromamus ing themse lve s with spe ctacle s
in ke eping with t he standard ofwe a lth in the i r day;
and that w as the re ason why actors had be en im
ported fromEtruria 1 and horse - race s fromT hurii .2

S ince t he anne xation ofAcha ia and Asia ,

3
game s had

be en e xhibite d in a more amb itious style ; and ye t ,
a t Rome ,

no one born in a re spectab le rank ofl ife
had condescended t o t he stage as a profe ssion , though
it w as now t w o hundred ye ars s ince the triumph of

Lucius M ummius,4 w ho first gave an e xhib ition of

t he kind in the capita l . But , more than this , it had
be en a measure ofe conomy when the theatre w as

housed in a pe rmanent building instead of be ing
re a red and ra zed , year a fte r ye ar , at enormous
expense . Aga in , the magistrate s would not have
the same dra in upon the i r private re source s , nor t he
populace the same e xcuse for demanding conte sts
in the Gre ek style fromt he mag istrate s , when the

cost w as defrayed by t he state . T he victorie s of

orators and poe ts would apply a spur t o gen ius ;
nor ne ed it lie heavy on t he conscience ofanyj udge ,
i f he had not turned a de af e ar t o reputab le arts and
t o legitimate ple asure s . It w as t o ga ie ty , rathe r than
t o wantonness , that a fe w nights we re be ing g iven
out offive whole years—night s in which , owing t o

the b laze of i lluminations , nothing i ll ic it could be
conce a led . T he di splay in que stion , i t must be
granted , passed ove r without any glaring scanda l ;
and the re w as no outbre ak , e ven sl ight , ofpopula r
partisanship , s ince the pantomimic actors , though
re stored t o t he stage , we re deba rred fromthe sacred
conte sts .5 T he first prize for e loquence w as not

awa rded , but an announcement w as made that t he
among t he iepoi dyé veg (div 1 d e

'

v w edding 1.1o , according
t o t he definit ion ofPollux , III.
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nunt ia t um. G raeci amictus , quis pe r eos die s
ple rique incesse rant , t ume xoleve runt .

XXI I . Inte r qua e e t s idus come te s effulsit , de quo
vulg i opin io est , tamquam mut a t ionem regnis

1

port enda t . Ig itur quas i iamdepulso Ne rone , quis
nam de ligere t ur anqu irebant . Et omnium ore

Rube llius Plautus ce lebrat ur , cui nobilit as per

mat rem e x Iulia fami lia . Ipse placita maiorum
colebat , habitu seve ro , casta e t se cre ta domo ,

quant oque me tu occult ior , tanto plus famae adept us .

Aux it rumorem pa ri vani tate orta int erpre t at io

fulguris . Nam qui a discumbent is Neronis apud
S imbru ina stagna in villa ,

2 cui Sublaqueum nomen
e st , ict ae dape smensaque disiect a e rat , idque finibus
T iburt umaccidera t , unde pate rna Plauto or igo , hunc

illumnumine de umdest inari credebant , fovebant que
multi , quibus nova e t ancipit ia praecolere avi da e t

plerumque fa llax ambit io est . Ergo permot us his
Ne ro componit ad Plaut umli t t e ras

'

, consulere t quie ti
urb is seque prava diffamant ibus subt rahere t : e sse
i ll i per Asiamavite s agros , in quibus tuta e t int urbida

inventa fruere t ur. It a illuc cumconiuge Antistia e t

paucis famili ariumconce ssit .
1
regnie B entley(fromLuc. I. 529 ) regis.

2 < ln villa> Bezzenberger.

1 He had not himse lf compe t ed for the crow n oral ion is

ca rminisque La t in i , but it w as volunt ari ly resigned t o himby
those w ho had (honest issimus quisque , according to Sue t .

Ner. On t he other hand, t he ci tha ras corona fell t o himby
a regular award oft he judges.

2 XIII . 19 n .

3 XI. 13 n.

4 See VI . 27 n.

5 Ant ist ia Polli t t a , daught er ofL . An t ist ius Ve tus, w hose

fa t e she w as t o share .
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Isdemd iebus nimi a luxus cupido infamiam e t

pe riculum Ne roni tuli t , qu ia fontem aquae a Q.

Marcio 1
ad urbem deduct ae nando incesserat ;

videbat urque potus sacros e t caerimoniam loc i
corpore loto polluisse . Secut aque anceps vale t udo

i ramdeumadfirmavit .

XX I I I . At Corbulo post de le ta Art axat a ut endum
recenti te rrore ratus ad occupanda T igranocert a ,
quibus e xcisis me tum host ium int endere t vel, si

pepercisse t , clement iae famam adipiscere t ur , illuc

pergi t , non infenso e xercit u ,
ne spemveniae auferre t ,

ne que t amen remissa cura , gua rus facilemmutatu
gent em, ut seguemad pericula ,

its infidamad occa
sione s . Barbari , pro ingeni o quisque , alii pre ce s
offerre , qui dam desere re vicos e t in avia d igredi ;
ac fue re qui se spe luncis e t c

'

a riss ima se cumabderent
’

.

Igi tur dux Romanus diversis art ibus, mise ri cordi a
adve rsus suppli ce s , ce lerit at e adve rsus profugos,

inmit is ijs , qui la t ebras insederant , ora et e xitus

1
aquae <a Q.> Marcio J ackson aquae margio M cd. ,

aquae Marciac P uleolanus, edd . For the hamlographycompare
for instance, IV. 61 e t quae e t Q .

1 T he aqua M arcia ( the modern Acqua Pia ) , brought to
Rome , under commi ssion oft he senat e , '

byQ . Marcius Rex in his
prae t orshi p . Eu logies oft he water aa t be clearest , coldest and
most wholesome . in Rome—or t he world—are fre quent ( e.g.

St at . S ilo. I. 5 , 25 ; Plut . Car . 1 ; St rab . V. 3 , 13 finl
'

; P1in
_

.

H .N . XXXI . § 24 ,
—For the t abu upon sw imming in

cert a in st reams, Lipsius cit ed Plin . Ep . VIII . 8 (the reference

is t o t he Cli tumnus) z—Pons terminus sacri profan ique in

superiors parte na vigare tantum, infra etiamna ture concessam.
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About the same date , Ne ro
’s pass ion for ext rava

gance brought himsome disrepute and dange r : he
had ente red and swumin the source s ofthe stre am
which Quintus Marcius conveyed t o Rome ; 1 and it w as

cons ide red that bybathing the re he had profaned the
sacred wate rs and the holi ne ss oft he site . T he divine
ange r w as confirmed bya grave i l lne ss which followed .

XXI I I . Me anwhile , afte r raz ing Art axat a ,
2 Corbulo

re solved t o profit by t he first impre ss ion of te rror
in orde r t o se i ze T igranocert a , which he could
e ithe r de stroy , and de epen the fea rs ofthe enemy ,
or spa re , and e arn a reputat ion for clemency . He

marched on t he town ,

3 then , avoiding offens ive
ope rations , so as not t o di spe l the hope ofan amne sty ,
but at the same t ime re laxing nothing ofhis vigilance
for he knew the facile inconstancy ofa race which ,
i f s low t o confront dange r , w as quick t o embrace an

opportuni ty oftreason . T he barbarians, accordi ng
t o the i r moods , e ithe r me t himwith praye rs or

abandoned the i r hamle ts and di spe rsed t o the wilds
othe rs , aga in , conce a led themse lve s , toge the r wi th
the i r most treasured be longings , in cave rns . T he

Roman gene ra l , the re fore , varied his methods
in the case ofthe suppliants , he employed pardon ;
in that oft he fugit ive s , pursuit ; t o those lurking in
cove rt he w as me rci le ss , firing t he e ntrance s and

2 T he account ofCorbulo
’

s opera t ions is resumed fromXIII .
41, and opens w ith the march on T igranocert a , the da t e be ing
59 or 60 A.D . (XIII . 35

3 T he dist ance is put a t 275miles as t he crow flies t he route

can hardly be de t ermined fromt he da t a . T ha t t he first st age

would be fromArt axat a to t he pla in ofBayazid, t he last
through the pass ofB it lis t o T igranocert a , appears probable
w he t her t he long and diffi cult march int ervening w a s t o the
north or sout h ofLake Van is a ma t t er ofconject ure .

145



THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

specuumsarment is virgult isque completos igni exurit .
Atque illum finis suos praegredient em incursave re

Mardi , la t rocini is e xercit i cont raque inrumpent em
mont ibus defensi ; quos Corbulo inmissis Hibe ris

vast avit host ilemque audaciam e xte rno sanguine
ult us est .

XXIV . Ipse e xercit usque ut mullis e x proe lio dam
nis , it a pe r inopiame t labore s fat iscebant , ca rne pecu
dum propulsa re famem adact i . Ad hoc penuria
aquae , fe rvida aest as . long inqua itine ra so la ducis
patientia mit igabant ur e adem pluraque

l
grega rio

mil ite t olerant is .

1 Vent umdehinc in locos cultos de
messaeque sege t es , e t e x duobus cast e llis , in quae
confuge rant Armeni i , a lte rumimpe t u capt um; qui
primamvimdepulerant , obsidione cogunt ur . Unde
in regionemT auraunit ium t ransgressus inprovisum
pe riculum vit avi t . Nam haud procul tentorio e ius
non ignobilis barbarus cum te lo repe rt us ordinem
insidi arum se que auct orem e t socios per tormenta
edidi t , convict ique e t puniti sunt qui specie amic it iae

‘

dolum parabant . Ne c multo post legati Tigrano
ce rt a missi pate re moen ia adferunt intentos popu
lar is ad iussa : s imul hospita le donum, coronam

1

pluraque J acob t olerant is Ernes tz plura quam
t olerant i .

1 A Kurdish ra ce w i t h t he na t ional proclivi t ies—nera vdo—rm
Ka i Ago

-

rpmoé, St rab . 523—and branches in both Persia and

Armenia . T hey were fa r t oowidely diffused for t he irment ion
t o do anyt hing towards solving the problemof Corbulo

’

s

march.

2 T he legionary ’s die t w as mainly farinaceous, the corn

ra t ion—unground
—be ing a bushe l amont h . For t he object ion

t o too much flesh ,
compare Cae s. B .G. VII . 17 . Barley

quadrupedumfere cams, Plin . H .N XVIII . § 74 , aiAem-opi
'

Sw v

7 po¢1§, Ath . 2 14 F—Was an equally unpopular alt erna t ive (Caes.

B .G . III. 47,
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aure am, t radebant . Accepit que cum honore , nec

quicquamurb i de t ract um, quo prompt ius obse quium
integri re t in erent .

XXV . At praes idiumLegerda ,
1 quod fe rox iuven

tus clauserat , non s ine ce rtami ne e xpugnat umest

name t proeliumpro muris ausi erant e t puls i intra
muniment a agge ri 2 demume t inrumpent iuma rmi s
cessere . Qua e facilius proveniebant , quia Pa t thi
Hyrcano be llo di st inebant ur . M ise rant que Hyrcan i

ad principemRomanumsocie t a t emorat um, a t t ine ri

se Vologesen pro pignore amicit iae ost ent ant es.

Eos regredient is Corbulo , ne Euphrat en t ransgressi

host ium cust odiis c ircumvenirent ur , dato praesidio

ad lit ora maris sui 3 deduxi t , unde vi t a t is Part horum
fi nibus patrias in sede s reme ave re .

XXVI . Qu in e t T iridat en per Me dos e xtrema Ar
meniae int rant em, pra emi sso cumaux iliis Verulano

legato atque ipse legionibus cit is , ab i re procul ac spem

1 Legerda Bezzenberger legera t .

2
aggeri Boett iclw r aggeris .

3
su i I/ ipm

'

us : rubri M ed , vulg. (a mw e ememia tion of

1 Me
-

r aft) ‘roii Eficfipd‘
r ov Ka i. 1 631) 1 0 6 T iyptoog nnycfw (Pt ol. V.

13 , 18
2 T hema re Hyrcanum, an a lterna t ive name for t he Caspian
the only sea which could ent er t he t hought s ofra t ionalmen

confront ed with t he problemofrea ching Hyrcani a fromthe

upperEuphrat es. T he escort would consist ofa. nucleus of

legiona ries w it h a det achment ofPharasmanes ’ Iberians , and

t he route must ha ve been to t he nort h ofArmenia . All else

is uncerta in, except that the t radi t iona lma ri a rubri , w it h the
implied excursion into space , commencing at the Persian
Gulf and ending feli cit ously a t t he sou th - easte rn ext remit y
oft he Caspian , must for halfa dozen cogent reasons be dis
missed as fant ast ic.
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token of we lcome . He accepted it w ith a com
pliment ary spe ech , and le ft the city intact , hoping
that a population which had lost nothing would
re ta in its loya lty with greate r readi ne ss .
XXV . On t he othe r hand , t he mi l itary post of

Lege rda ,

1 which had be en shut aga inst t he invade r
by a body ofre solute youths , w as carried only with
a struggle , as the defe nde rs not me re ly riske d an

engagement outside t he wa l ls , but , when drive n
wi thin t he ramparts , yie lded on ly t o

_

a s iege -mound
and the arms ofa stormi ng- party . These succe sse s
we re ga ined wi th t he more e ase that t he Parthians
we re fully occupied with t he Hyrcanian w ar . T he

Hyrcanians , in fact , had sent t o t he Roman emperor ,
soli citing an a l li ance and pointing , as a pledge of

friendline ss , t o the i r de tention of Vologes es. On
the return of t he deputies , w ho by cross ing t he

Euphrate s might have been . i nte rcepted by the

enemy ’s outposts , Corbulo as signed them a guard
and e scorted themt o the shore s ofthe i r ow n sea ,

2

fromwhich they we re able t o rega in the i r country ,
while avo iding Parthian te rritory .

XXVI .3 Moreove r , as T iridat es w as attempting t o
penetrate the e xtreme Armenian frontie r by w ay of

Media , he sent the legate Verulanus in advance
w i th the auxil iarie s , and byhis ow n appe arance w ith

3 From'

t he descript ion , in chap . 24 , oft he condit ions during
themarch on T igranocert a ,

it is
‘

a fa ir inference t ha t t he '

t ow n

could not have been occupied t ill t he autumn . In t hat case ,

the remnant of t he year cannot accommodat e the event s

crowded int o t he present chapt er—t he repulse , for inst ance , of
T irida t es

’

incursion t hrough Media
!

Atropat ene in the far
east must have needed t he grea t er part ofa summer—4 nd it

becomes impossible t o acqu iesce in Mommsems ascript ion of

everything in chaps. 23—26 t o 60 A.D.
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be ll i amitte re 1
subegi t ; quosque nob is ave rsos ani

mis 2 cognoverat , caedibus e t incendiis pe rpopula t us

possess ionem Armeniae usurpaba t , cum advenit

Tigrane s a Ne rone ad capessendum impe rium
de le ctus , Cappadocum e x nob i l itate , reg is Arche la i

nepos ,3 sed quod diu obses apud urbemfue rat , usque
ad se rvilem pat ient iam demissus. Nec consensu
accept us, durante apud quosdamfavore Arsacidarum.

At ple rique superbiamPart horumperosi datum a

Roman is regemmalebant . Additumc i prae s idium
mi lle legionarii , tres sociorum cohorte s duaeque
equi t uma lae , e t quo facilius novumregnumt uere t ur,
pa rs 4 Armeniae , ut cui que finit ima , Pharasmani Pole
monique 5 e t Aristobulo atque Ant iocho pare re
iussae sunt . Corbulo in Suriam abscessit , mort e
Ummidi i legati vacuamac sib i permissam.

XXVI I . Eodemanno ex inlust ribus As iae urbibus

Laodi cea tremore te rrae prolapsa , nullo a nob is
remedio ,

propriis opibus revalu it . At in Ita l ia ve tus
oppidum Puteoli i us coloniae e t cognoment um a

Ne rone apiscunt ur . Vete rani Ta rentume t Ant ium
adscript i non t amen infrequent iae locorum sub

vene re , dilapsis plur ibus in provincias , in quibus
stipendia expleverant ; ne que coniugiis suscipiendis

neque alendis liberis suet i orbas sine post e ris domos
1
ami t t ere] omit t ere Agricola .

2
aversos animis Bekker ab re (rege M

1 ani nis.

3
nepos] pronepos N ip p erdey
pars] part es Ha lm.

5 Pharasmani Polemonique J . F . Gronom'

us pars ni pu
q ue .

1 And , on the father
’

s side , ofHerod t he Grea t .

2 T he last king ofPontus. For Aristobulus and Ant iochus,
see XIII. 7 .

See XIII . 22 .
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relinquebant . Non enim, ut olim, un ive rsae legiones
deducebant ur cum t ribunis e t cent urionibus e t sui

cu iusque ordinis milit ibus , ut consensu e t carit at e

rempubli cameffi cerent , sed ignot i inte r se , diversis

manipulis,1 s ine rect ore , s ine adfect ibus mut u is ,
quas i e x a lio gene re mort alium repente in unum
colle ct i , nume rusmagis quamcolonia .

XXVI I I . Comit ia prae t orum a rb itr io senatus
habe ri sol ita , quod acriore ambit u exarserant , prin
ceps composu it tris , qui supra numerumpe t ebant ,
l-egioni praeficiendo . Auxit que patrum honorem
statuendo ut , qui a priva t is iudicibus ad senat um
provocavissent , e iusdem pecuniae pe riculum face
rent , cuius s i 2 qui imperat oremappe llarent ;

3 nam
ante a fvacuum id solut umque poena fuerat . Fine
ann i Vibius Se cundus e que s Romanus accusant ibus

Mauris repe t undarumdamnatur atque Ita l ia e xigit ur ,
ne graviore poena adficere t ur, Vibii Crispi fra t ris
opibus enisus.

XXIX . Caesennio 4 Paeto e t Pe tronio T urpiliano

consulibus gravis clade s in Britannia accepta ,
in qua

1 <e> manipul is N ipp erdey.

2
si B a lm: is .

3
appellarent M advig appe llavere .

1 Caesenn io N ipp erdey cesonio .

1 T here were fift een candidat es for twelve vacancies ( I .
14
1 A t hi rd oft he amount a t issue in t he sui t .

3 Q . Vibius Crispus , born ofhumble st ock (Dia l. but

famous as an orator and a ccuser, and high in favour under

the Flavian emperors. Pecunia , potent ia ,
ingenio int-er clams

magis quambonos is t he verdi ct ofT acit us a t Hist . II. 10 ;

1 52



BOOK XIV . XXV II .
—XXIX.

the days had passed when e ntire legions —with
tr ibune s , centurions , private s in the i r prope r cen

turies—we re so t ransplanted as t o create , by the i r
unanimity and the ir comrade ship , a l ittle common
wea lth . T he se ttle rs now we re strange rs among
strange rs ; men from tota l ly distinct maniple s ;
leade rle ss ; mutua lly indiffe rent ; suddenly , as i f
they we re anything in t he world e xcept soldie rs ,
massed in one place t o compose an aggregate rathe r
than a colony .

XXVI I I . Since t he prae torian e lections , regularly
le ft t o t he discre tion of t he senate ,

had be en dis
t urbed by an unusua lly he ate d struggle for vote s ,
the empe ror re stored ca lmby appointing the thre e
candidate s ove r t he re quired numbe r t o leg iona ry
commands .

1 He a lso added t o the dignity of t he

Fathe rs by ruling that li tigants appe a l ing fromciv i l
t ribuna ls t o the senatemust risk t he same de posit 2 a s
those w ho invoked the sove re ign : previous ly , appe a l
had been unre stricted and immune frompena lty .

At t he close ofthe ye a r , t he Roman knight , Vibius
Se cundus , w as condemned on a charge ofe xtortion ,

brought by t he Maure tanians , and banished from
Ita ly : that he contrived t o e scape the infl iction ofa

he avie r sentence w as due t o the re source s of his
brother Vibius Crispus .
XXIX. In t he consulate ofCaesennius Fa ctus ‘1

and

Pe tronius T urpilianus ,5 a grave re ve rse w as susta ined
in Brita in ; whe re , as I have mentioned ,6 t he legate ,

Juvenal, in some admirable lines ( IV. 81 is much more
indulgent .

4 For his inglorious career in the East , see XV . 6 sqq.

5 He va cat ed his offi ce about March , and succeeded Sue t onius
in Bri t a in ( chap.

2 XII. 40.
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neque Aulus Didius 1 legatus , u t memora vi , nis i parta
re t inuerat , e t succe ssor Ve ranius modicis e xcursibus

Siluras populat us , quin ultra be llumproferre t ,morte
prohibit us est , magna , dumvix it , seve rit at is fama ,
supremis te stamenti ve rbis ambit ionis manifest us
quippe multa in Ne ronem adulat ione addidit sub

iecturum e i provi nciam fuisse ,
si bienn io proximo

vixisse t . Sed t um Paulinus Sue ton ius obt ineba t

Brit annos, scientia mi li tias e t rumore populi , qui
neminem s ine aemu lo s init , Corbuloni s concert at or ,

recept aeque Armeniae decus a cquare domit is per
due llibus cupiens. Ig itur Monam insulam, incolis

va l idame t receptaculumperfugarum, adgredi parat ,
navesque fabricat ur plano a lveo adve rsus bre ve e t

incert um.

2 Sic pede s ; equites vado 3
secut i ant

alt iores inte r undas adnant es e quis t ramisere .

XXX. Stabat pro litore di ve rsa acie s , densa a rmis
virisque , int e rcursant ibus femini

'

s ; in modumFuri
arum ve ste fe ra li , crinibus de iect is face s praefere
bant ; Dru idaeque ci rcum, pre ce s diras sublat is ad

cae lummanibus fundente s , novit at e aspect us porcu

1 Aulus Didius Jackson : havi tus M cd . , A. Didi us Lipsius,
Didius Nipp erdey. But havit us is clea rly a corrup tion ofthe
praenomen w ri tten infull.

2 incert um<fre t um> F . Pauly.

2
vado M cd .

1
vados M cd. , vada J . F . Gronovius, va tg.

1 II. 56 , 74 ; III . 10—19 ; XII. 5 .
—He died wit hin a yea r

(Agr. 14 ) ofhis arrival in Brit ain (58 and Sue tonius had
thus been in command for t w o full years before his a t t ack on

Anglesey .

2 A score ofyea rs prev iously , he had que lled _

a Mauretani an

rising and pene t rat ed a few miles beyond the At las range

(Plin . H .N . V. l , Lat er, he commanded for
,
O t ho aga inst

t he Vit e llians, but w as hardly equal t o t he occasion—cuncta tor
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le re mi litem, ut quas i haerent ibusmembris immobi le
corpus vulne ribus praeberent . De in cohort at ionibus
ducis e t se i ps i stimulantes , ne muliebre e t fanat icum
agmen pavescerent , inferunt s igna st ernunt que

obvios e t igni suo involvunt . Prae s idi um posthac

inposit umvictis e xcisiqne luci saevis supe rst it ionibus

sacri : namcruore captivo adole re a ras e t hominum
fibris consule re deos fas habebant . Hae c agenti
Sue t onio repentina defect io provinciae nuntiatur .
XXXI . Rex IcenorumPrasut agus , longa opulent ia

cla rus , Ca esaremheredemduasque fi lias scripserat ,
ta l i obsequio ratus regnumqu e e t domum suam
procul iniuria fore . Quod contra ve rt it , adeo ut

regnum per cent uriones, domus per se rvos ve lut

capta vast arent ur . Iam primum uxor e ius Bou
dicca 1

verberibus adfect a e t fi liae stupro viola t ae

sunt : praecipui quique Icenorum,

2
avit is bon is

e xuunt ur , e t propinqui reg is inte r mancipia habe
bantur . Qua contume lia e t me tu graviorum, quando
in formamprovinc iae cesserant , rapiunt a rma , com
motis ad rebella t ionem T rinobant ibus e t qui a li i
nondumse rvi tio fracti resumere libert at emoccu lt is

coniurat ionibus pepige rant , ace rrimo in ve te ranos
odio . Quippe in coloniam Camulodunum re cens

1 Boudicca Haase (and M ed . in chap . 37 ) boodicia .

2 Icenorum Haa se Icenorum quasi cunctam regionem
muneri accepissent M eat—S ee below .

1 T he subdued part oft he island.

2 XII. 31 n .

3 Since Haase t he accept ed ort hography , t hough preserved
by the Medi ceus only in chap . 37 . T he famili ar Boadicea
oft he B ipont ine and Cowper has no warranty.

4 In Suffolk and Essex , their capit al being Colchest er
(Camulodunum), t he old ident ifi cat ion with Maldon being now

abandoned .
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BOOK XIV . xxx .
—xxx 1 .

e xtraordinary spectacle that , as though the i r l imbs
we re pa ra lysed , they e xposed the i r bodie s t o wounds
without an attempt at movement . Then , re assured
by the i r genera l , and inciting each othe r neve r t o
fl inch be fore a band of fema le s and fanatics , they
charged behind the standards , cut down all w home t

them, and enve loped the enemy in his ow n flame s .

T he ne xt step w as t o insta ll a ga rrison among the

conque red population ,
and t o demol ish the grove s

conse crated t o the i r savage cults : for they con

sidered it a pious duty t o s lake the a ltars w ith captive
blood and t o consult the i r de itie s bymeans ofhuman
entra i ls—W’

h i le he w as thus occupied , t he sudden
revo lt ofthe province 1 w as announced t o Sue ton ius .

XXXI . T he Icen ian 2 king Prasut agus , ce lebra te d
for his long prospe rity , had named t he empe ror his
he i r , toge the r wi th his t w o daughte rs ; an act of

de fe rence which he thought w ould place his kingdom
and household beyond t he risk of inj ury . T he

re sult w as contrary— so much so tha t his kingdom
w as pillaged by centurions , his household by slave s ;
as though they had be en prize s of w ar . As a

beginning , his wife Boudicca 3 w as subj e cted t o t he

lash and his daughte rs viola t ed : all t he chie fmen of

t he Icenians we re stripped of the i r fami ly e states ,
and t he re lative s oft he king we re tre ated as slaves .
Impe lled by this outrage and the dre ad ofworse t o
come—for they had now be en reduced t o the status
of a province—they fle w t o a rms , and incited t o

rebe ll ion t he Trinobante s 4 and othe rs , w ho , not ye t

broken by se rvitude , had ente red into a se cre t and

tre asonab le compact t o re sume the i r independence .

T he bitte rest an imosity w as fe lt aga i nst the ve te rans
w ho, fresh from the i r settlement in t he colony of
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deduct i quasz cunctam regionemmunerz accepissent ,
1

pe llebant domibus, ext urbabant ag ris , capt ivos , se rvos
appe llando , fovent ibus inpot ent iam ve t e ranorum
mi lit ibus s imi litudine vitae e t spe e iusdemlicent ia e .

Ad hoc templumdivo Claudio const it ut umquas i arx
a e t e rnae dominat ionis aspiciebat ur , de lect ique sace r
dote s spe cie re lig ionis omnis fortunas eflundebant .

Nec arduum videbat ur e xcindere coloniammullis
muniment is saep tam; quod ducibus nost ris parum
provisum e rat , dum amoenit a t i prius quam usui
consulit ur.

XXXI I . Inte r quae nulla pa lamcausa de lapsum
Camu loduni s imulacrumVict oriae ac retro conve r
sum, quas i cedere t host ibua. Et feminae in furorem
t urbat ae adesse e xit ium canebant , e xt ernosque

2

fremitus in curia corumaudit os ; consonuisse ululati
bus the atrumvisamque Speciemin aest uario T amesae
subve rsae coloniae : iamOce anus cruento aspec t u ,

dilabent e aest u humanorumcorporumefli gies re lictae ,

ut Brit annis ad spem, it a ve t eranis admetumtrahe
bantur . Sed quia procul Sue tonius abera t , pe t ivere
a Cato Deciano procuratore auxi lium I lle haud
amplius quamducent os s ine iust is armis mis it ; e t

ine rat modi ca milit ummanus . Tute la templi fre t i ,
( quasi accepissent ) Haase .

—See above .

ex t ernosque] nocturnosque And resen (cl . Ov . Me t . XV.

Bn t 8 66 D. Cass. LXIII . 1 uvK‘
r ég Bapfiapmo

’

g .

1 In his lifet ime (Sen. Apocol.
2 T he t it le of t he colony w as Vict rix —cotonia victricensis

XIV.
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e t impedi ent ibus qui occulti rebe llionis conscu
1

consi l ia t urbabant , ne que fossamaut va l lumprae
duxe runt , ne que motis sen ibus e t feminis iuventus
so la rest it it : quas i media pace incauti multitudine
barbarorum circumven iunt ur . Et cete ra quidem
impe tu dirept a aut incensa sunt : templum, in quo
se mile s conglobave ra t , b iduo obsessum e xpugna
t umque . Et vi ctor Britannus Pe t ilio Ce riali , legato
legionis nonae , in subsidiumadvent ant i obvins fudit
legionem, e t quod pedit umint e rfec it : Ce rialis cum
e qu it ibus evas it i n castra e t muniment is defensus est .

Qua clade e t odi is provinc ia e , quamava r it ia e ius 2 in
be l lumege rat , t repidus procurator Catus in Galliam
t ransiit .

XXXI I I . At Sue toni us mira constantia medios
inte r host is Londiniumpe rre xit , cognoment o quidem

[consci i]Ernesti (cf. VI .
avarit ia e ius Hitler avarit iae .

1 A near rela t ive and t rust ed lieut enant ofVespasian (Hfist .
III . 59 , suppressed Civilis’ rising (H ist . IV. 68

act ive and successful as lega t us ofBrit a in in 7 1—74 A .D . (Agr.

8 , 17 ) It is in hi smou t h t ha t T aci t us put s t he most famous
ofhis spee ches—t he apologia for Roman dominion ofH ist .
IV. 73 sq .

2 T he legion (nona H ispana ) w as probably st a t ioned at

Lincoln and Ceria lis—co ntemnendis quamca vendis
host ibusmelior H ist . IV. 7 1)—marched a t once by t he Ermine
S t ree t for Colchest er. Where t he Brit ons encount ered himis
uncert a in Wormingford, near Colchest er, comes int o con

sidera t ion.

3 He had revoked and w as recla iming t he grant smade by
Claudius t o t he leading t ribesmen and formally confirmed by
t he Sena t e (D. Cass. LXII . 2 ini t . , LX . 23

4 T he st art ing poin t w as doubt less Chest er. T he object ive ,
it is presumed, w as Colchest er t he road followed, t he Wa t ling
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a lso by cove rt adhe rents oft he rebe l lion w ho inte r
d th e i r

r rampart nor took steps , by
removing t he women and t he aged , t o le ave only
ab le - bodied men in t he place . They we re as ca re
le ssly guarded as i f t he world w as a t pe ace , whe n
they we re enve loped by a great barbarian host .
All e lse w as pil laged or fired in t he first onrush
only t he temple , in which the troops had massed
themse lve s , stood a t w o days ’ s iege , and w as then
carried bystorm. Turning t ome e t Pe t ilius Ce rialis,1
commande r ofthe ninth leg ion , w ho w as arriving t o
the re scue ,

2 the victorious Britons routed the leg ion
and slaughte red t he infantry t o a man : Ce rialis with
t he cava l ry e scaped t o t he camp , and found she lte r
behind its fort ifications . Unne rved by the di saste r
and the hatred of t he province which his rapacity
had goaded into w ar ,

3 t he procurator Catus crossed
t o Gaul .
XXXI I I . Sue tonius , on t he othe r hand , with

remarkable firmne ss , marched stra ight through the
midst ofthe enemy upon London ; 4 which , though
St ree t , which led t hrough London . T he proba ble course of

event s seems t o have been roughly this z—Sue tonius hurried
ahead wit h his light t roops, while t he four t eent h legion and

part oft he twent ie t h followed byforcedmarches t he se cond

had been summoned t o join him, probably at Wroxe t er

( Virocon ium), but it s commander Poenius Post umus refused

t o leave his ow n front defence less aga inst t he Silures of S .

Wales. At London, t he sit ua t ion w as found t o be desperat e ,
w ith t he rebels in overwhe lming force and t he nint h legion
virt ually ext ermina t ed . Sue t onius, therefore , fell back a long
t he Wat ling St ree t unt il he me t the legionaries, w as forced

t o an engagement somewhere in t he M idlands, and

only surv ived t hrough be ing allowed t o choose his ow n

ground.
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colonia e non ins igne , sed copia negot iat orum e t

commea t uummaxime ce lebre . Ibi amb iguus , an

illam sedem be l lo de ligere t , circumspect a infre

qu ent ia milit is , sat isque magnis document is teme ri
ta temPe t ilii coercit am,

un ius oppidi damno servare
un ive rsa st at u it . Ne que fle tu e t lacrimis auxilium
e ius orant ium flexus est , quin dare t profect ionis
s ignume t comi t ant is in partemagmi nis accipe re t

s i quos inbe llis se xus aut fe ssa aetas ve l loci dulcedo
a t t inu era t . ab hoste oppre ssi sunt . Eadem clade s
municipio Verulamio fui t , quia barba ri omissis
cast ellis praesidiisque mi lit arium,

1 quod uberrimum
spoliant i e t defendent ibus int ut um, laeti pra eda e t

laborum segnes pe t ebant . Ad septuaginta mi li a
c iviume t sociorumi is quae memoravi locis cecidisse
const it it . Ne que e nimcape re aut venundare a liudve

quod be l l i comme rcium, sed ca edes pat ibula igne s
cruce s , tamquamreddi t uri suppliciumat Q prae rept a

inte rimult ione fest inabant .

XXXIV . lamSue t onio qua rta decuma legio cum
ve xillariis vicens imanis e t 6 proximis auxiliare s ,
decemfe rme mi l ia armat orume rant , cumomit t ere
cunct at ionem e t congredi acie parat . De ligit que

locuma rtis faucibus e t a te rgo s i lva clausum, satis
1 milit arium]mili t aribus P ichem,milit are horreumM advig .

2
a t M ed. ac vulg.

1 Adjoining St . Albans.

2 T he est imat e is probably va lueless.

3 T here are at rocious de t a ils , w ha t ever their w orth, in Dio

(LXII . 7
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cognito ni hil host ium nisi in fronte e t ape rt am
planit ieme sse , sine me tu insidiarum. Igitur leg ion
a rius frequens ordini bus , le vis circum a rmatura ,
conglobat us pro cornibus e que s adst it it . At Britan
norumcop iae pass impe r ca t ervas e t turmas e xsult a

bant , quanta non a l ias mult it udo , e t animo adeo
fe roc i ,1 ut coniuges quoque te stis Vict oriae se cum
t raherent plaust risque inponerent , quae supe r e xt re
mumambit umcampi posue rant .

XXXV . Boudicca curru fi lias prae se vehens . ut

quamque na t ionemaccesse rat , solit umquidemBritan
n is femi narumdue tu be lla re t est abat ur , sed tunc non
u t tantis ma ioribus ort amregnume t opes , ve rumut

uname vulgo libert at emamissam, confect umve rbe ri
bus corpus , cont rect at amfi liarumpudicit iamulcisci .

E0 prove ctas Romanorumcupidines , ut non corpora
ne senect am quidem aut virginit at em inpollut am
re linquant . Ade sse t amen deos iust ae vindict ae :

cecidisse legionem, quae proeliumausa s it ; ce t eros

cast ris occult ari aut fugam circumspicere . Ne

st repi t um quideme t clamorem t ot mi lium, medum
impe tus e t manus perlat uros : s i copias armat orum.

si ca usas be lli secum e xpenderent , vincendum i lla
a cie vel cadendum e sse . Id mu lieri dest ina t um
viverent vi ri e t se rvi rent .

1 feroci Doederlein fero.
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secured in t he rea r by a w ood , first sa tisfying him
s e lf that the re w as no trace ofan enemy e xcept in
his front , and that t he pla in the re w as devo id ofcove r
and a llowed no suspicion of an ambuscade . T he

leg ionarie s we re posted in se rried ranks , t he l ight
armed troops on e ithe r side , and t he cava lry massed
on the e xtreme w ings . T he British force s , on t he

othe r hand , disposed in bands offoot and horse we re
moving j ub i lantly in e ve ry di re ction . They we re in
unprecedented numbe rs and confide nce ran so high
that they brought e ven the i r wive s t o witness t he
victory and insta lled themin waggons , which they had
stationed j ust ove r t he e xtreme fr inge oft he pla in .

XXXV . Boudi cca , mounted in a chariot with he r
daughte rs be fore her , rode up t o clan afte r clan and

de l ive red he r prote st It w as customary , she

knew , with Britons t o fight unde r fema le capta incy ;
but now she w as avenging , not , as a queen ofglorious
ancestry , he r ravi shed re a lm and powe r , but , as a

woman of t he people , her libe rty lost , her body
tortured by t he lash , the tarnished honour ofher

daughte rs . Roman cupidity had progre ssed so far

that not the i r ve ry persons , not age itse lf, norma iden
hood , we re le ft unpolluted . Ye t He aven w as on

t he s ide of the i r j ust revenge : one legion , which
ventured battle ,

had pe rishe d ; t he re st we re
skulking in the i r camps , or looking a round themfor
a w ay ofe scape . They would -neve r face e ven t he
din and roa r ofthose many thousands , far le ss the i r
onslaught and the i r swords E—If they conside red
in the i r ow n hearts t he force s unde r arms and the

motives ofthe w ar , on that fie ld they must conque r
or fa l l . Such w as t he settled purpose ofa woman
t he menmight live and be s lave s !
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XXXVI . Ne Sue tonius quidemin tanto discrimine
silebat . Quamquamconfidere t virtuti , t amen e xhorta

t iones e t pre ce s miscebat , ut spernerent sonore s

barbarorum e t inane s minas : plus illic feminarum
quam iuvent ut is aspici . Inbe llis ine rmis cessuros

statim, ubi fe rrum vi rt ut emque vincent ium t ot iens

fusi adgnovissent . Etiam in multis legionibus

paucos , qui proe lia profi igarent : gloriaeque eorum
accessurum,

quod modica manus unive rs i exercit us
famam adip iscerent ur . Confert i tantum e t pil is

emissis , post umbonibus e t gladiis st ragem cae

demqu e cont inuarent , praedae inmemores : parta
Victoria cuneta ipsis cessura . Is ardor ve rba ducis

se quebat ur , it a se ad int orquenda pila e xpe

die rat ve tus mi le s e t multa proe liorum e xpe ri

e ntia , ut ce rt us e ventus Sue tonius da re t pugnae

signum.

XXXVI I Ac primum legio gradu inmota e t a h

gust ias loci promuniment o re t inens , post quamin pro
pius suggressos

1 hostis ce rto iac t u te la e xhauserat ,

ve lut cuneo erupit . Idemaux iliar ium impe tus ; e t

e ques prot ent is hast is perfringit quod obvium e t

val idume rat . Ce t e ri te rga praebuere , diffi cili effugio ,

quia circumiect a vehicula sa epse rant abit us. I

1 < in> propius suggressosDoederlein propius suggressus.

1 66



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

miles ne mulierumquidemmec i t emperabat confixa

que te lis etiamiument a corporumcumulumauxe rant .

Clara e t ant iqui s vict oriis par e a die laus parta
quippe sunt qui paulo minus quamoct ogint a mi lia
Brit annorum cecidisse t radant , mi lit um quadrin

gent is fe rme int e rfect is necmulto amplius vu lnera t is
Boudicca vitamveneno finivi t . Et Poen ius Postu
mus , prae fe ctus cast rorumsecundae legionis , cogni t is

quart adecumanorum vicensimanorumque prosperis

rebus , quia pari gloria legionem suamfraudave rat

abnuerat que contra rit ummi lit iae iussa ducis , se

ipse 1
gladi o t ransegit .

XXXVI I I . Contractus de inde omnis e xerc itus sub

pe llibus habitus est ad re liqua be lli perpe t randa .

Auxit que copias Cae sa r missis ex Ge rmania duobus
legionariorummi libus , octo auxiliariumcohort ibus ac

mi l le equ it ibus , quorum advent u nonani legionario
mi l ite supple t i sunt . Cohorte s a laeque novis bibe r
naculis locat a e , quodque nat ionumamb iguumaut ad

versumfue rat , igni atque fe rro vast at um.

2 Sed nihil
a eque quam fame s adfligebat serendis frugibus in

curiosos , e t omni ae t a t e ad be llumve rsa , dumnost ros

comme at us sibi dest inant .

3
gent esque praeferoces

t ardius ad paceminclinabant , quia Iulius Classicianus ,
succe ssor Cato missus e t Sue t onio discors, bonum

1 ipse A . Rup erti ipsum.

2
vast atumEmest i vast a tur .

3 N ipp erdey.

1 T he figures for bot h sides are equally incredi ble .
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e ven t o the women : t he baggage anima ls themse lve s
had be en speared and added t o the pile ofbodi e s .
T he glory w on in the course oft he day w as remark~
ab le , and e qua l t o that ofour o lde r victorie s for , by

some accounts , li ttle less than e ighty thousand
Britons fe ll , at a cost ofsome four hundred Romans
ki lled 1 and a not much gre ate r numbe r ofwounded .

Boudi cca ended he r days by poison ; while Poenius
Postumus , camp - pre fe ct of t he second leg ion ,
informed oft he exploits oft he men oft he fourteenth
and twentie th , and conscious that he had che ated
his ow n corps of a share in the honours and had

violated t he rule s of the se rvice by ignoring t he

orde rs ofhis commande r , ran his sword through his
body .

XXXVI I I . T he whole army w as now concentrated
and kept unde r canvas , w ith a view t o fini shing what
w as le ft ofthe campa ign . Its strength w as incre ased
by t he Ca e sa r , w ho sent ove r fromGe rmany t w o

thousand legionaries , e ight cohorts of auxili arie s ,
and a thousand cava l ry . The ir advent a l lowed t he
gaps in t he ninth legion t o be fi lled wi th regula r
tr0 0 ps ; t he a ll ied foot and horse we re stationed in
ne w winte r quart e rs ; and the tribe s which had

shown themse lve s dub ious or disaffe cted we re
harried with fi re and sword . Nothing ,

howeve r ,
pre ssed so hard as famine on an enemy w ho , care le ss
about the sowing ofhis crops , had dive rted all age s
oft he population t omi li tary purpose s , while marki ng
out our supplie s for his ow n prope rty . ( Still , hatred
ofRome w as pe rsistent) ; and the fie rce - tempe red
clans inclined t he more slowly t o pe ace be cause
Julius Classicianus , w ho had be en sent in succession
t o Catus and w as not on good te rms with Suetonius ,
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publi cumprivat is simult at ibus impedi ebat dispe rse
rat que novum lega t um opperiendum esse ,

s ine
host ili ira e t supe rbia vict oris clement er dedi t is

consu lt urum. S imul in urbemmandabat , nullum

proe liorum finem exspect arent , nisi succede re t ur

Sue t on io , cuius adve rsa pravi t at i ipsius , prospe ra ad

fort unamrefereba t .

XXX IX . Igitur ad spect andumBrit annia e statum
mi ssus e st e libert is Polycli tus , magna Ne ronis spe

posse auct orit a t e e i us non modo inte r legat umpro

curat oremque concordi am gigni , sed e t rebellis

barbarum animos pace conponi . Nec defu it Poly
clitus , quo minus ingenti agmine It aliae Galliaeque

gravis , post quam O ceanum t ransmiserat , milit ibus
quoque nost ris t e rribilis incedere t . Sed host ibus

inrisu i fui t , apud quos flagrante e tiamt umlibe rtate
nondum cogn ita libert inorumpotentia e rat ; mi ra
bant urqu e , quod dux e t e xe rc it us tanti be ll i confe ct or
servit iis oboedi rent . Cunct a tamemad imperat orem
in mollins re lata ; de t ent usque rebus gerundis

Sue tonius , quod postea 1 paucas naves in litore
remigiumque in iis ami serat , tamquamdurante be llo
trade re e xercit um Pe tronio T urp iliano , qui iam
consulat u abierat , iube t ur . Is non inrit at o hoste

1 postea Ha lm post .

1 See H ist . I. 37 ; II. 95.
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n eque lacessit us honest umpac is nomen s egni ot io
imposuit .

XL . Eodemanno Romae ins ignia sce le ra , a lte rum
senat oris se rvi l i a lte rum audacia , admissa sunt .

Domitius Ba lbus e rat prae torius , simul longa senect a ,

simul orbitate e t pecunia insidiis . obnoxius . Ei

propinquus Vale rius Fabianus , capessendis honoribus
dest ina t us , subdidi t testamentum ascit is Vinicio
Rufino e t T e rent io Lentino equ it ibus Roman is . I lli
Ant onium Primum e t Asinium M arce llum soc ia
ve rant . Antonius audacia prompt us , Marce llus
Asinio Pollione proavo clarus neque morumspe rmen
dus habeba t ur nis i quod paupe rt at empraecipuum
malorumcredebat . Igitur Fabianus tabulas soci is 1
quos memoravi e t aliis min us inlust ribus obsignat .

Quod apud patre s convict um e t Fabianus Anton ius
que cumRufino e t T e rent io lege Corne lia damnant ur .

M arce llummemori a ma iorum e t preces Caesaris
poenae magi s quaminfamiae e xemere .

XLI. Perculit is dies Pompe iumquoque Ae lianum
iuvenemquaest orium, tamquamfi agi t iorumFab ian i
gnarum, e ique Ita lia e t Hispania ,

in qua ort us e rat ,
inte rdi ctum est . Pa ri ignomi nia Va le rius Pon t icus

1
socii s Nipp erdey us

1 T he t rue reason for the supersessw n ofSue t oni us w as t he

harshness ofhi s puni t ive measures (Agr. I6 ) t he snee r a t t he

concili a tory policy ofPe t ronius seems tot a lly un just ifi ed .

2 M . An toni us Primus, ofT oul ouse a name wri t large in t he
Histories (II. 86 ; III .

—IV . passim) . Re stored t o t he sena te

inter a lia belli ma la—tu 68 A.D. ,
he re ce ived t he command of

the sevent h legion fromGalba ; w as be lieved t o have offered
his serv ices to Ot ho ; t hen b ent t he w hole ofhi s unscrupulous
energies to the task ofsea t ing Vespasian on t he throne .
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and conferred on this spiritless inact ion t he honour
able name ofpeace .

1

XL . In t he same ye ar , t w o remarkable crime s ,
one due t o a senator , one t o t he audacity ofa slave ,
w e re pe rpetrated at Rome . The re w as an ex

pra etor , Domitius Ba lbus, w ho , a like by his gre a t
age and byhis childle ssne ss and we a lth , w as e xposed
t o conspiracy . Va le rius Fab ianus , a re lative ofhis ,
w ho w as de stined for t he officia l care e r , drew up a

fa lse w i ll in his name , in conce rt with the Roman
knights , Vinicius Bufinus and T erent ius Lentinus .
The se , aga in ,

had taken Anton ius Primus 2 and

Asinius Ma rce llus into t he confede racy . Antonius
w as a ready and daring spirit : Marce llus had t he

di stinction ofbe ing the gre at—grandson ofAsinius

Poll io , and passed for a man oftole rable characte r ,
e xcept for t he fact that he regarded pove rty as the

supreme e vil . Fab ianus , then , se a led t he document ,
atte sted by t he accomplice s I have mentioned and

by some othe rs ofle ss note . T he fraud w as brought
home t o them in the senate , and Fab ianus and

Antonius , with Rufinus and T erent ius, we re sen

t enced unde r t he Corne lian Law .

3 Marce llus w as

rede emed frompuni shment rathe r than frominfamy
by the memory ofhis ance stors and the inte rcess ion
oft he Ca e sar .
XLI. T he same day brought a lso t he fa ll of a

youthful e x- quae stor , Pompe ius Ae lianus , charged
w i th complicity in t he vi lla inie s ofFab ianus : he w as

outlawed fromIta ly and a lso fromSpa in , t he country
ofhis origin . T he same humi liation w as infl icted on

Va le rius Pont ious , because . t o save t he accused
3 OfSu lla (81 It w as direct ed aga inst the various

forms offraudulence in connect ion wi th W i lls.
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adfi cit ur , quod reos , ne apud praefect um urbis
arguerent ur , ad prae t oremde t uli sse t , inte rimspe cie
legum,

mcx praevaricando ult ioneme lusurus. Addi
tur senatus consulto , qui ta lemope ramempt it asse t
vendidisse t ve , pe rinde poena t enere t ur ac publ i co
iudi cio calumni ae condemnat us .

XLII . Haudmulto post praefect umurbis Pedanium
Se cundum se rvus ipsius int e rfecit , seu negata
l ibe rtate , cui pretiumpepige rat , s ive amore e xole t i

incensus e t domi num aemulum non t olerans . Ce

t erum‘

cumvete re e x more fami l iamomnem, quae
sub eodem te cto mansit averat , ad supplicium agi

oport ere t , consursu plebis, quae t ot innox ios pro

t egeba t , usque ad sedi t ionem vent um est se na
t usque obsessus' ,

1 in quo ipso e rant studia nimiam
seve rit at emaspe rnant ium, pluribus nihil mutandum
c ensent ibus. Ex quis C. Cass ius sententiae loco in
huncmodumdisseruit
XLI I I . Saepe nume ro , patre s conscript i , in hoc

ordine int erfui , cumcontra instituta e t lege sma iorum
nova senatus de cre ta post u larent ur ; neque sum
adversat us, non quia dubit arem, supe r omn ibus
negot iis me l ius a tque rect ius o limprovisume t quae

1 <obsessus> J acob.

1 For the offi ce , see VI . 10 n . Wha t w as t he exact scope of

the prefect ’s jurisdict ion a t t hi s period is not clear, but evi

dent ly it w asmore summary t han t hat ofthe prae t or.

2 T ha t condemning Pont ious—know n la t er as t he sena tus

consultumT urpi lia num, aft er t hi s years’ consul ordinarius .

3 Calumniari est fa lsa crimina intendere, praevaricari vem
crimina abscondere, t ergiversari in un iversumab accusa t ione

desistere (Marcianus in Dig. XLVIII . T he pena lt y for t he
fi rst w as, in criminal cases, re lega t ion , ex ile , or loss ofrank,

according t o circumst ances.

4 Compare XIII . 32 and, for t he republican period, 010 .

Ad fam. IV . 12 .

5 T he jurist (XII. 11
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convert erent ur in de t e rius mutari , sed ne nimio
amore antiquimoris studi ummeume xt ollere vide rer .

S imul qu idqu id hoc in nob is auct orit a t is e st , crebris

cont radi ct ionibus de st ruendumnon e xist imabam, ut

manere t integrum, s i quando res publ ica cons iliis

egu isse t . Quod hodie veni t ,1 consulari viro domi
suse inte rfe cto per insidias se rvile s , quas nemo
prohibuit aut prodidit quamvis nondum concusso
senatus consulto , quod suppliciumtoti fami l iae mini
t aba t ur . Dece rnit e hercule inpuni t at em: ut 2 quem
dign itas sua de fendat ,2 cum praefe ct o urbis non

profue rit
? 3 quemnume rus servorumt uea t ur,

4
cum

PedaniumSecundumquadringent i non prot exerint ?

cui fami lia opemferat , quae ne in metu quidem
pericula nostra advert it ? An , ut quidam finge re

non e rubescunt , iniurias suas ult us est inte rfector ,
qui a de pate rna pe cunia t ransege rat aut avit um
mancipiumde t rahebat ur ? Pronunt iemus ult ro do

minumiure caesumvideri .

XLIV . Libe t a rgumenta conqui rere in cc , quod
sapient ioribus de liberat um est ? Sed e t 3 1 nunc
primum st at uendumhaberemus , credit isne servum
int erficiendi domini animumsumpsisse , ut non vox

1
veni t ] evenit G.

2
ut defendat M ed. : a t defende t Puteolanus

(Ha lm, F isher) .
3
cum profu erit Pu teola nus cu 1 profu it M ed .

praefect o Andresen praefect usM cd . , praefect u mPuteolanus.

4 t ueat ur N ipp erdey t uebitur.

1 See XIII . 32 .

2 T he sarcasmis, ofcourse , lev e lled at t hemot ives suggested
a t t he out se t ofchap . 42 . A slave , needless to say, had ne ither
ri ght s nor wrongs.

3 T he st anding formula for a verdi ct ofjust ifi able homicide ,
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place , the a lte ration w as for t he worse ; bu t because
I had no wish t o se emt o be e xa ltingmyow n branch
of study by an ove rstra ined affection for ancient
usage . At t he same time , I conside red that wha t
little infl e Ima ossess ought not t o be f1 1t t e red
away 1nm m m e

fefim fimt act mm VVh en the state
had ne ed ofadvice . And that hour is come t o - day,

when an e x—consul has be en done t o de ath in his ow n
home by t he tre ason ofa slave—tre ason which none
hinde red or re ve a led , though as ye t no attacks had
shaken t he senatoria l de cre e 1 which threatened t he

entire household with e xe cution . By all means
vote impunity ! But 5 rank de fend ,
when rank has L

numbe r ofhis slave s protect , whe n
four hundred could not shie ld Pedanius Se cundus ?
Who sha ll find he lp in his dome stics , when e ve n
fe ar for themse lve s cannot make them note our

dange rs ? O r—as some can fe ign without a blush
—did the ki lle r avenge his pe rsona l wrongs be cause
t he contract touched his patr imony , or be cause he
w as losing a slave fromhis fami ly e stabl ishment ? 2
Le t us go the full w ay and pronounce t he owne r
j ustly sla in ! 3
XLIV . Is it your ple asure t o muste r argume nts

upon a point which has be en conside red by wise r
minds than ours ? But eve n i f w e had now for t he

first time t o frame a de cision , do you be l ieve that a
s lave took t he re solution ofkill ing hismaste r without

and t herefore
,
in t he eyes ofCassius. a crow ning absurdi ty in

such a case : compare Sen . N .Q. I . 16 , hunc divi temava rmn
divas Augustus indignant vindicta indica vi t , cuma servis

occisas esset , cl tantumnon pronun t ia vi t iure ca esumvideri .
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n i ina x e xcide rc t , nihi l pe r t eme rit a t em prolo
que re t ur

? Sane cons il ium occult avit , t e lum inte r
ignaros paravit : num e xcubias trans ire , cubiculi
fores reclude re lumen inferre . caedempa t rare poter
a t

1
omnibus nesciis ? Multa sce leris indicia prae

veniunt : servi si prodant , possumus singuli inte r
plures , tuti inte r anxios , postremo s i pereundumsit .
non inulti inte r nocent is age re .

2 Suspecta ma io~

ribus nost ris fuerunt ingenia se rvorum, e tiamcum
in agris aut domibus isdemnasce rent ur carit at emque
dominorum statimacc iperent . Post quam ve ro na

t ione s in familiis habemus . quibus dive rsi ritus ,
e xte rna sacra aut nulla sunt , conluviem istamnon

n isi me tu coercueris . At quidammsont es peribunt .

Name t e x fuso exercit u cumdecumus quisque fusti
ferit ur , e t iamstrenui sort iunt ur . Habet a l iquid e x

iniquo omne magnum e xemplum, quod contra
singulos ut ilit at e publ ica rependit ur .

”

XLV . Sententiae Cassii ut nemo unus contra ire
ansus est , it a dissona e voces respondebant numerum
a ut ae t at em aut se xum ac plurimorum indubiam
innocen t iammiserant ium: pra e va lu it t amen pars ,
quae suppliciumdecerneba t . Sed obt empe rari non
pot erat . conglobata multitudine e t sa xa ac face s
minante . T um Cae sa r populum edicto increpuit

1 <pot erat> Hahn.

2 T he sentence i s obviously zllogw al , bu t there t s no p lausible

ememta tw n .

1 An a llusion t o the prac t ice ofdemma t ion : see III . 21 n.
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atque omne ite r , quo damna t i ad poenam duce
bantur , milit aribus praesidi is saepsit . Censue rat

Cingonius Va rro ut l ibe rti quoque , qui sub eodem
te cto fuisse nt , Ita lia deport arent ur . Id a principe
prohibitumest , ne mos ant iquus, quemmise ricordia
nonminuera t , pe r saevit iamint ende re t ur .

XLVI . Damnat us isdemconsulibus T arqu it ius Pris
cus repe t undarumBithynis int e rrogant ibus , magno
patrumgaudio , qui accusat umab eo St at iliumT aurum
pro consu le ipsius memine rant . Census per Ga l lias
a Q . Volusio e t Se xt io Africano T rebe llioque Maximo
a cti sunt , aemulis inte r se pe r nobilit at emVolusio

atque Africano T rebe lliumdumut e rque dedignat ur ,
supra t ule re .

XLVI I . Eo annomortemobi i t M emmius Regulus ,

auct orit at e constantia fama , in quantum prae
umbrant e imperat oris fastigio dat ur , clarus , adeo
u t Ne ro aege r va le tudine , e t a du lant ibus ci rcum, qui
finemimpe rio ade sse dicebant , si quid fato pat e re t ur ,
responderit habe re subsidium rem publ icam. Ro

gant ibus dehinc , in quo pot issimum, addiderat in

M emmio Regulo . Vixit t amen post hae c Regulus .

quie te defensa s e t quia nova gene ris c larit udine

neque invidiosis opibus e rat . Gymnas iumeo anno
dedicat uma Ne rone praebit umque oleumequ it i ac

senat u i Grae ca facilitate .

1 Hist . I . 6 , 37 ; Plut . Galb. 14 sq.

2 T he in cident w asment ioned a t XII. 59 .

3 I . 3 1 n.

‘1 By ignoring himas a compet it or they left himfree t o

rise . He fa iled comple t ely , however, as governor ofBri t ain
in succession t o T urpilianus : see H ist . I . 60 ; II . 65 ;
Agr . I6 .

5 V . 11 n .

11 Bui lt for the Neronia , in the Campus Mart ins, adjoining
t he T hermae Neronianae .

—T he oil , ofcourse ,
w as appli ed t o

t he body before t aking part in an a thle t ic cont est . In Athens,
it would have been gratuitously supplied by t he yup va oiapxm
as part oft he ir dut ies.
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road , by which the condemned we re be ing marched
t o punishment , with de tachments ofsoldie rs . Cin

gon ins Varro 1 had moved that e ven the fre edmen ,

w ho had been pre se nt unde r the same roof, should
be deported from Ita ly . T he me asure w as ve toed
by t he empe ror , fi st ratuit ous crue lty should
aggravate a primi t iveM W d

fa i led t o tempe r .
XLVI . Unde r the same consulate , T arquit ius

Priscus w as found guilty ofe xtortion , at the suit of
the Bithynians ,much t o t he joyofthe senate , which
remembe red his accusation ofSt at ilius Taurus ,2 his
ow n proconsul . In t he Ga ll ic province s , an asse ss
ment 3 Was he ld byQuintus Volusius, Sext ius Afri ca
nus and T rebellius Maximus . Betwe en Volusius

and Africanus the re subsisted a riva lry due t o the i r
rank : for T rebe llius they e nte rta ined a common
contempt

,
which enabled himt o surpass themboth .

‘1

XLVI I . T he ye ar saw t he end of M emmius
Regulus ,5 whose authority , firmne ss , and characte r
had e a rned himt he maximumofglory poss ib le in
the shadows cast by impe ria l gre atne ss . So true
w as this that Ne ro , indi sposed and surrounded by
sycophants predicting t he dissolution oft he empire ,

should he go t he w ay of fate , answe red that the
nation had a re source . T o t he furthe r inquiry ,
whe re that re source w as spe cia lly t o be found , he
subj oined : In M emmius Regulus . Ye t Regulus
survived : he w as shie lded by his quietude of li fe ;
he sprang froma recently ennobled fami ly ; and his
modest fortune aroused no envy—In the course of

the ye ar , Ne ro consecrated a gymnasium,

6
oil be ing

supplied t o t he e que strian and senatoria l orde rs—a

Gre ek formoflibera lity .
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XLVI I I . P . Ma rio L . Afin io 1
consulibus Ant ist ius

prae tor , quem in t ribunat u plebis licent er egisse
memoravi , probrosa adve rsus principem carmina
fact it avi t vulgavit que ce lebri convivio dum apud
O st orium Scapulam epulat ur . Exim a Cossut iano

Capitone ,
qui nupe r senat orium ordinem pre cibus

T ige llini soce ri sui re cepe ra t , ma ie statis de lat us est .

Turn primum re vocata e a lex , credebat urque haud
pe rinde ex it iumAnt ist io quam impe ratori gloriam
quaeri , ut condemnat um2

a sematu inte rce ssione
t ribunicia morti e ximere t .

3 Et cumOst orius nihil
audivisse pro te stimonio dixisset , adversis t est ibus

credit um; censuit que Iunius Marullus consul de
signat us adimendam reo prae t uram necandumque
more ma iorum. Ce te r is inde adsent ient ibus , Pae t us

T hrasea , multo cum honore Caesaris e t ace rrime
increpit o Ant ist io , non qu idqu id nocens reus pati
merere t ur , id egregio sub principe e t nulla ne ce ssitate
obst rict o senat u i st atuendumdisse ru it : carnificem
e t laqueumpridemaboli ta , e t e sse poenas legibus
const it ut as , quibus s ine iudicumsaevit ia e t temporum

1 Afi nio Borghesi asin io .

2
condemn a tumB itter condemna t us .

ex imere t ] eximeret ur G.

1 See XIII . 28 .

2 T he courageous son of t he former governor of Bri t a in
(XII. For his subsequent dest ruct ion by Ant ist ius,
see XVI. 14 sq.

3 XI. 6 n .

4 T he infamous favourite ofNero . T he authority for the
v icissit udes ofhis early days is a well informed scholiumon

Juv . I. 155 . T he sa lient fact s ofhis publi c career may be
gleaned fromt he rest oft he Anna ls for his su icide under Ot ho,

and a highly coloured charact er- ske t ch , see H ist . I . 72 .

5 See I . 73 e t c. T he law had been abolished in name by
Caligula (D. Cass. LIX . in effect , byClaudius (LX .
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infamia supplicia decernerent ur . Quin in insula

publicat is bonis , quo longius sont emvitamt raxisset ,

eo privatim miseriorem e t publ icae clement iae
maximume xemplumfuturum.

XLIX . Libe rtas T hrase ae se rvit iumaliorumrupi t

e t post quamdiscessionemconsul pe rmi se rat , pedibus
in sent ent iam e ius ie re , paucis e xcept is , in quibus

adula t ione prompt issimus fuit A . Vite lli us , optimum

quemque iurgio lacessens e t respondent i re t icens , ut

pavida ingenia solent . At consules perficere dee re
t umsenatus non aus i , de consensu scripse re Caesari .
I lle inte r pudoreme t i ramcunct a t us. postremo t e

scripsit —Nulla iniuria provocat umAnt ist iumgravis
simas in principem cont umelias di xisse ; e arurn

ult ionem a pat ribus post ula t am, e t pro magn i
t udine de li cti poenamstatui par fui sse . Cete rumse

qui se ve rit at em decernent ium impedit urus fuer1t

modera t ionemnon prohibe re z st at uerent ut ve llent ,

datam e t absolvendi licent iam. His atque t alibus

rec it at is e t offens ione manife sta , non ideo aut con

sules mut avere re la t ionem aut T hrase a decessit
sententia ce t erive quae probave rant dese ruere , pars ,
ne principem obiecisse invidiae viderent ur , plures

1 T he fu ture emperor.
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bruta l ity nor t he age with infamy . In fact , on an

island , with his prope rty confiscated , the longe r he
dragged out his crimina l e xistence , t he de epe r would
be his pe rsona l mi se ry , and he would a lso furn ish
a noble e xample ofpub l ic clemency .

”

XLIX . T he independence ofT hrase a broke through
the se rvi l ity ofothe rs , and, on the consul authoriz ing
a di vision , he w as followed in the by” all but

a fe w disse rit ient s—t he most active sc phant in
the i r numbe r be ing Aulus Vitel lius ,1 w ho le ve lled
his abuse at allmen ofdecency , and , as is t he wont
of cow ardIy nature s , lapse d into s ilence when t he

reply came . T he consuls , howe ve r , not venturing
t o comple te t he senatoria l de cre e in form, wrote t o
the empe ror and stated t he opinion oft he me e ting .

He , afte r some vacillation be twe en shame and ange r ,
fina lly wrote back that Ant ist ius , unprovoked by
any inj ury , ha-c il en utte rance t o t he most int ole r
abE

F
iM M M i

—
gfm sm uhs

re tr i ut ion had be en demanded from the Fathe rs ;
and it would have be en re asonable t o fix a pena lty
proportioned t o t he gravity of t he offence . Stil l ,
as he had proposed t o che ck undue se ve rity in the i r
sentence ,

he would not inte rfe re with the i r mode ra~
tion ; they must de cide as the y ple ased—they had
be en t o acquit . The se obse rva

loud , and the

impe ria l disple asure w as e vident . T he consuls , how
e ve r , did not change the motion on that account ;
T hrase a did not wa i ve his proposa l ; nor did the

rema ining membe rs de se rt the cause they had ap
proved ; one section , le st it should se em t o have
placed

_

the e“pem w dioiis
‘ ”

pos1t1on , a

there ‘

vi as safe ty in t he i i numbe 1s
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nume ro tuti , T hrase a sue t a fi rmit udine animi et ne

gloria int e rcide re t .

L . Haud dispar i crimine Fabricius Ve ient o con

flict at us est , quod multa e t probrosa in patre s e t

sace rdotes composu isse t i is libris , quibus nomen
c

'

odicillorum dederat .

“Adi c iebat Tull ius Geminus
a ccusator vendit at a ab e o mune ra principis e t adipi
scendorum honorum ius . Qua e causa Ne roni fuit
suscipiendi iudi cii , convict umque Ve ient onem Ita l ia
depul

i t e t l ibros e xuri iussit , conqu isit os lect it a

t osque , done c cumpe riculo parabant ur : mcx licent ia
habendi oblivionema t t uli t .

LI . Sed gravescent ibus in di es public is ma lis
subs idia minuebant ur , concessit que vi ta Burrus ,
ince rt um va le tudi ne an veneno . Vale t udo ex e o

coniect abat ur , quod in se t umescent ibus paula t im
faucibus e t impedito meat u Sp irit um finiebat .

Flure s iussu Ne ronis , quasi remediumadhibe re t ur ,
inlit umpa latume ius noxiomedi camine adse ve rabant

e t Burrumint e llect o sce lere , cumad visendumcum
princeps venisse t , aspect um e i us ave rsat um scisci
tanti hact enus respondisse Egome bene habeo .

”

Civit a t i grande de s ide riume iusmansit permemoriam
virtutis ct successoruma lte rius segu eminnocent iam,

1 A prominent informer unde r Domit ian (grande et con-5711
'

cuumnostra quoque tempore monstrum, Juv . IV . and a

favouri t e even w i t h Nerva (Plin . Ep . IV .

2 His libels were embodied in an imaginary w ill . For as

candc ur, under t he empire , w as safest when post humous, this
w as a favouri t e vehicle for a t tacks upon t he grea t : cf. Luc .

N igr. 30, w poaflfle is 51- 1 nia y qbw vijv
t

Paina icuv fra ibes‘ dA‘

qflij w a p
’

d
'

o 7 6V Biou w poiev
'
ra t , T ijv e

’

v fa ig 31a97jxa t s
‘ Aéyw v. See the

cases ofFulcini us T rio and Pe t roni us (VI . 38 ; XVI .
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a lte rius flagrant issima flagit ia .

1 Quippe Ca e sar duos

prae t oriis cohort ibus imposuerat , Faenium Rufum
e x vulgi favore , quia remfrument ariamsine quaest u
t ract abat , SofoniumT ige llinum, ve t e reminpudicit iam
atque infamiam in e o secut us. Atque i ll i pro
cognit is moribus fue re , validior Tige llinus in animo
principis e t int imis libidinibus adsumpt us, prospe ra
populi e t milit umfama Rufus , quod apud Neronem
adve rsumexperiebat ur .

LI I . Mors Burri infregit Senecae pot ent iam, quia
nec bonis art ibus idemviriume rat a lte ro ve lu t duce
amoto , e t Ne ro ad dete riore s inclinabat . Hi variis
crimina t ionibus Senecam adoriunt ur , tamquam in

gent is e t privatum modum e vect as ope s adhuc

augere t , quodque studia c ivium in se ve rt eret ,

hort orum quoque amoenit at e e t villarummagni
ficent ia quas i principem supergredere t ur . Obicie

bant e tiame loquent iae laudemuni s ibi adscisce re e t

ca rmina crebrius fact it are , post quamNe ron i amor
eorumvenisse t . Namoblect ament is principis pa lam
iniquumde t rect are vime ius equos regent is , inlude re

voce s ,2 quotiens canere t . Quemad finemnihi l in re

publ ica clarum fore , quod non ab illo reperiri cre

dat ur ? Ce rte finit am Neronis puerit iam e t robur

1 flagit ia Orelli flagit ia adult eria .

2
voce s] vocemM uratas.

1 XIII . 22 .
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innocent , the othe r flagrantly crimina l . For t he

Ca esa r had appointed t w o commande rs t o t he

prae torian cohorts : Faenius Rufus , commended by
t he favour of t he crowd , as he supe rintended t he

provisioning oft he capita l 1 without profit t o himse lf ;
and‘

Sofonius T ige llinumg i
f

w hose ca se t he a ttractions
w e rem t i

'

ou
'

s
‘

riess
—“
ofhis past and his infamy .

Ne ithe r be l ied his know n habits Tige ll inus took the
firme r hold ove r themind ofthe prince and w asmade
fre e ofhis most intimate debauche s ; Rufus enj oyed
an e xce llent cha racte r with the people and the troops ,
and laboured unde r that disadvantage in his re lations
with Ne ro .

LI I . T he de ath ofBurrus shook t he pos ition of

Seneca : for not on had t he cause

b

brought a va rie ty ofcharge s t o the assault on Seneca ,

w ho w as stil l augmenting that enormous we a lth
which had transcended t he l imi ts ofa private fortune
w ho w as pe rve rting the affection ofhis countrymen
t o himse lf ; w ho e ven in t he charmofhis ple asure
grounds and t he splendour of his villas appea red
bent on surpass ing the sove re ign . T he honours of

e loquence ,
”
so t he count proce eded , he arrogated

t o himse lf a lone ; and he w as wr iting ve rse more
frequently , now that Ne ro had deve loped an affe ction
for the art .M W sement s in

g
enerW W apt—iop s crit ic , dfs

'

pafi
’

gffig
ifs powe rs w en e rove his horse s and de riding his
note s when he sang ! How long w as nothing t o be

counted bri lliant in Rome , unle ss it w as be l ieved
t he invention ofSene ca ? Beyond a doubt , Ne ro

’s
boyhood w as finished , and t he full vigour ofyouth
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iuvent ae ade sse : e xue re t magis t rum, satis amplis
doct oribus inst ruct usma ioribus suis .
LI I I . At Sene ca criminant iumnon ignarus , proden

t ibus iis , quibus aliqua honest i cura , e t familia rit a t em
e ius magis aspernan t e Caesa re , tempus se rmoni ora t
e t accept o it a incipit : Quartus decumus annus e st ,
Ca e sa r , e x quo spe i tuae admot us sum, octavus . ut

impe riumobt ines medio t emporis tantumhonorum
atque opumin me cumulasti , ut nihi l fe l ic itati mca e
desit ni s i mode ra t io e ius . Uta r magnis e xemplis,
necme ae fort unae , sed tuae . Abavus tuns Augustus
M . Agrippae Myt ilenense se cretum, C. M ae cenat i

urbe in ipsa ve lut pe regrinam otium pe rmisit ;
quoruma lte r be llorumsocius , a lte r Romae pluribus
laboribus iac t a t us ampla quidem sed pro ingent ibus

merit is , praemia acceperant . Ego quid a liud mun i
fi cent iae tuae adhibere pot u i quam studia , ut s ic
dixe rim, in umbra educata ,

c i quibus clarit udo venit
quod iuvent ae tuae rudime nt is adfuisse videor ,

grande hu ius re i pre t ium. At tu grat iaminmensam,

innume rampecuniamcircumdedist i , adeo ut ple rum

que intra me ipse volvam: egone , eque stri e t

1 Des idera vi t enim (Augustus) nonnunquam et M .

Agrippa e pa t i entiamet M a ecena t is taci turn i ta tem, cumi lle ex

levi rigor is suspicions, et quod M arcellus sibi anteferretur,
Myt ilena s se , relict is omn ibus , contulisset (23 hie secretum
de comperta Murena e coniura t ione (23 or 22 uxori T erent ia s

(sist er ofMurena ) prodidisset (Suet . Aug.

190



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

provinciali loco ort us , proceribus ci vitatis adnumeror ?
Inte r nobi les e t longa de cora praeferent es novit as

me a enit uit Ubi e st animus i llemodicis cont ent us ?
Ta li s hortos e xst ruit e t pe r haec suburbana incedi t e t
tantis agrorum spat iis, t am lato faenore e xuberat ?

una defens io occurrit , quod muneribus tuis obni t i

non dehui .
LIV . Sed ut e rque mensuram inplevimus , e t in

quantum princeps t ribuere amico posset , e t ego

quantumamicus a principe accipcre ce te ra invidi am
augent . Quae

~

quidem, ut omnia mort alia , infra
tuammagnit udinem iace t , sed mihi incumbit , mihi
subveniendum e st . Quo modo in mi l itia aut via

fessus adminiculumora rem, it a in 110 0 itine re vitae
s ene x e t le vissimis quoque curis inpar, cum opes
meas ultra sust inere non possim, prae sidium peto .

Iube rem1
per

2
procurat ores t uos administ rari , in

tuamfort unamrecipi . Necme in paupert at emipse
de t rudam, sed t radit is quorumfulgore praest ringor ,
quod t emporis hort orumau t villarumcurae seponi t ur ,
in animumrevocabo . Supe rest tibi robur e t t ot pe r
anuos visum sammi 3 fastigii reg imen : possumus
se niore s amici quie temreposcere .

4 Hoc quoque in
tuamgloriamcede t eos ad summa vex isse ,

5 qui e t
modi ca t olerarent .

LV . Ad quae Ne ro s ic fe rme respondi t : Quod
medi t at ae ora t ioni tuae stat imoccurram, id primum

1 iube remBader ( iube remmeamDoederle in ) iubere

Med }
, iuvere Med .

2
per]Added byfil ed.

2

3 <sammi> B a lm. No emenda lion as entirelysa t isfactory.

4
reposcere B alm respondere .

5
vexisse] evexisse Heinsius.

1 T he family came fromCordova .
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ofa simple knight and a provincial ,1 w ho amnumbe red
with the magna t e s of t he re a lm? Among the se
nob les , wea ring the i r long - de scended glorie s , hasmy
nove l name swum into ken ? Whe re is that spi rit
which found contentment in medi ocrity ? Buildi ng
these te rraced gardens —Pacing the se suburban
mans ions —Luxuriating in the se broad acre s , the se
world - W ide inve stments ? —A sing le de fence sug

ge sts itse lf—that I had not the right t o obstruct
your bounty .

LIV . But w e have both fi lled up t he measure
you , ofwhat a prince mayg ive t o his friend ; and I ,
of what a friend may take from his prince . All
beyond bre eds envy ! True , envy, like e ve rything
morta l , lie s far bene ath your gre atne ss ; but byme
the burden is fe lt—t ome a re l ie f is ne ce ssary . As I
should pray for support in warfare or w hen we a rie d
bythe road , so in this journey ofli fe , an oldman and

une qual t o the l ighte st ofcare s , I ask for succour :
for I can be ar my riche s no furthe r . Orde r my
e state s t o be admin iste red by your procurators ,
t o be embodi ed in your fortune . Not that bymy
ow n action I sha ll reduce myse lf t o pove rty : rathe r ,
I sha l l re sign t he glitte r ofwe a lth whi ch dazzlesme ,

and recalft o
‘

t he se rvi ce of
_

t h
‘

ej md thofi flrours
which are riow se t apart t o the care ofmygi rd

- m
0 1 my villas . You have vigour t o spare ; you have
watched for ye ars the methods by which supreme
powe r is wi e lded : w e , your olde r friends , may de
mand our rest . This , t oo , sha ll redound t o your
glory—that you ra ised t o t he highest place smen w ho

could a lso accept the lowly .

LV . Nero ’s reply , in effect , w as thi5 ° If 1 am
able to meet your studied e loquence with an im
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tuimuneris habeo , qui me non tantumpraevisa , sed

subita e xpedire docui st i . Abavus meus Augustus
Agrippae e t M aecena t i usurpare otiumpost labore s
conce ssit , sed in e a ipse a e t at e , cuius auctoritas
t ue re t ur quidquid illud e t qua lecumque t ribuisse t ;

ac tamemne utrumdatis a se praemiis e xu it . Be llo
e t pericu lis meruerant ; in i is enimiuvent a Augusti
ve rsata est . Necmihi te la e t manus tuae defuissent
in armis agenti sed quod prae sens condicio poscebat ,
ratione cons ilio praecept is puerit iam, de in iuvent am
me am fovist i . Et t ua quidem e rga me mune ra
dumvita suppe t e t , ae t e rna e runt : quae a me habe s
horti e t faenus e t villae , casibus obnoxia sunt . Ac
lice tmulta videant ur , plerique haudquaquamart ibus

tuis pare s plura t enue runt . Pudet refe rre libe rtinos ,
qui di t iores spect ant ur . Unde etiammihi rubori est ,
quod praecipuus carit at e nondum omnis fortuna
ant ece llis ; nisiforte aut te Vitellz

'

o ter consa ll aut me
Claudio postponls , et quantum Volusz

'

o longa parsi

mou ia quaesivit , tantumin te mea libera litas explere non

potest .
1

LVI . Ve rum e t tibi va l ida aetas rebusque e t

fruct ui re rumsuffic iens , e t nos prima impe rii spatia
ingredimur . Quin , si qua in parte lubricumadule

1
( nisi fort e non pot est ) S pengel , N ipperdey. In the

Med iceus the w ords follow ingredimur below . Haase p referred
to p lace themafter t enuerunt above.

1 XI. 2 n., e t c.

2 XIII . 30 fin.
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scent iae nost rae declinat , revocas ornat umque robur
subs idio inpensius reg is ? Non t ua moderat io , si

reddideris pe cuniam, nec qui es , s i reliqueris princi
pem, sed mea avarit l a mcae crude lit at is metus in
ore omnium versabit ur . Quod si maxime conti
nent ia t ua laude t ur non t amen sapient i vi ro decorum
fue rit , unde amico infamiamparet , inde gloriamsib i
re cipe re . His adic it comple xum e t oscula , factus
natura e t consuetudine exercit us ve lare odiumfa lla
cibus blandit iis . Sene ca , qui fin is omn ium cum
dominante se rmonum, gratis agit : sed instituta

prioris pot ent iae commut at , prohibe t coe tus sa lu
t ant ium, vit at comit ant is , rarus pe r urbem, quas i
va le tudine infensa aut sapientiae st udiis domi
adt inere t ur .

LVI I . Pe rculso Seneca prompt umfuit RufumFae

niuminminuere Agrippinae ami cit iam in eo crimi
nant ibus. Validiorque in di es Tige l linus e t ma las
a rt is

,
quibus solis pollebat , grat iores ratus , si princi

pem socie tate sce lerum obst ringere t metus e ius
rimat ur ; conpert oque Plaut um e t Sullammaxime
t imeri , Plaut um in Asiam, Sullam in Galli amNar

bonensem h upe r amot os nobilit at em eorum e t

propinquos hui c O rient is , i ll i G ermani ae e xercit us

commemorat . Non se , ut Burrum, dive rsas spes ,
sed solam incolumi t at em Neronis spect are ; cui

1 A reminiscence ofSen .De ira , II . 33 (for t he famous odisee
quemlaesen

'

s ofAgr. 42 is fromthe same source
.) z—Notissima

vox eius qu i in cultu regumconsenuera l : cumi llumqu idam
interrogaret quomodo rarlse imamremin aula consecutus esset ,

senectutem,

‘ lmuria s, ’ inqui t ,
’

accelp z
'

endo el gra tias agendo.

’
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my youth , i f he re and the re they sli e ven
more ze a lous] uide and su ort

Mm . Not your moderati oTi ,
i f you g ive back your riche s ; not your re tirement ,
i f you abandon your prince ; but my avarice , and the
terrors ofmy crue lty , will be upon all men ’s l ips .

pra ised ,
e cre dit

with an embrace and kisse s
nature had fashioned himand use had tra ined him
t o ve i l his hatred unde r ins idious care sses . Seneca
such is the end ofall di a logue s with an autocrat
e xpressed his gratitude :

1 but he changed the e stab
lished routine ofhis forme r pow e r ,banished the crowds
from his ante chambe rs , shunne d his attendants ,
and appe ared in t he city with a rarene ss ascribed
t o his de tention a t home by adve rse hea lth or

philosophic studi e
LVI I . With Sene ca brought low , i t w as a simple
matte r t o unde rmine Fa enius Rufus , the charge in
his case be ing friendship w i th Agrippina . Tige l linus ,
t oo , growing stronge r w ith e ve ry day, and convinced
that the mi schi evous a rts , which we re his one source
ofpowe r , would be all t he more acceptable , could he
bind the empe ror t o himse lfbya partne rship in crime ,
probed hi s fe ars , and , di scove ring the ma in obj e cts
ofhis a larm t o be Plautus and Sulla—both late ly
removed , the forme r t o Asia , the latte r t o Na rbone se
G aulm —began t o draw a ttention t o the ir di stinguished
line age and the i r ne arne ss , re spe ctive ly , t o the a rmi e s
ofthe East and ofGe rmany . Unlike Burrus ,

”

he

sa id , he had not in vi ew t w o i rre concilable hope s ,
but pure ly t he sa fe ty ofNe ro . In the capita l , whe re
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cave ri ut cumque ab urbanis insidiis prae senti opera
longinquos motus quonammodo comprimi posse
Erectas Ga llias ad nomen dict at orium,

nec minus
suspensos Asiae populos clarit udine avi Drusi .
Sullaminopem, unde praecipuamaudaciam, e t s imu
lat oremsegnit iae , dumt emerit at i locumreperire t .

Plaut ummagni s opibus ne fingere quidemcupidinem
ot i 1, sed vet erumRomanorumimit ament a praeferre ,

adsumpt a e tiam St oicorum adrogant ia sect aque ,
quae t urbidos e t negotiorum adpe t ent is faciat .

Ncc ultramora . Sulla se xto di e pe rve ct is M assiliam
percussoribus ante me tum e t rumorem int e rficit ur ,

cumepulandi causa discumbere t . Re latum2 caput
e ius inlusit Nero tamquam praema t ura canitie
de forme .

LVII I . Plauto parari necemnon pe rinde occult um
fuit , qu ia pluribus sa lus e ius curabat ur , e t Spatium
it ineris ac maris t empusque int eriect ummove rat
famam; vulgoque fingebant petitumab eo Corbulo

nem, magn is t umexercit ibus praesident eme t , clari
atque insont es sz

'

3 int erficerent ur , praecipuumad pe ri
cula . Quin e t Asiamfavore iuvenis arma cepisse , nec

mi l ite s ad scelus missos aut nume ro va lidos aut

animo prompt os, post quami ussa effi cere nequiverint ,
ad spe s novas trans isse . Vana hae c more famae

1 prae sent i opera I/ lp sius praesent iora .

2
re la t um(F isher) prelat umMed. linea p er p ducla

perla t umAgricola , vulg .

3 <si> Bezzenberger.

1 Plaut us (X III . 19 n . ) w as a son ofDrusus
’

daught er

Julia ; Sulla (XII. 52 a descendant oft he dict at or.

2 T hroughou t t he period fromNero t o Domit ian, Roman
stoicismw as, on the whole , defini te ly host ile t o t he empire .

O ther prominent members oft he school t o perish in thi s re ign
were Seneca , Lucan, Ba-rea Soranus, and T hrasea Fact us.
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credent ium o t io auge bant ur ; ce te rum libert us

Plauti ce lerit a t e vent orumprae venit cent urioneme t

mandata L .Ant ist ii soce ri at t ulit z—Effuge re t segnem
mortem, dum suffugium e sse t 1 : magni nominis
mise ra t ione repert urum bonos consociat urum au

dace s : nullum inte rim subs idium aspernandum.

Si sexagint a mi li tes (t ot enim adveniebant ) propu
lisse t , dumrefe rt ur nuntius Ne roni , dummanus a lia
pe rme at , multa secut ura , quae adusque be l lum
evalescerent . Deniqiie a

_

t salu t em-mal i cons i l io
quae rif au t nihi l gravi ns audent i quam ignavo
pat iendume sse .

LIX . Sed Plaut um e a non move re sive nullam
opemprovidebat ine rmis atque e xul , seu t aedi o am
bigua e spe i , an amore coniugis e t liberorum, quibus
placabilioremfore princ ipemrebat ur nulla sollicit u

dine t urbat um. Sunt qui a lios a soce ro nun t ios ve nisse
fe rant , tamquamnihi l at rox imminere t doct oresqu e

sapientia e , Coeranum G raeci . M usonium T usci

gene r is , cons t ant iamopperiendae mortis pro ince rta
e t tre pida vita suas isse . Repe rt us est ce rte pe r

mediumdi e i nudus e xe rcitando corpori . Ta lemcum
centurio t rucidavit coramPe lagone Spadone , quem

1 dum esset And resen : ot ium

1 XIII . l l ; XVI. IO.

2 Only know n ot herwise froma couple ofwords in t he elder

Pliny ’s ind ex auctorumto hi s second book.

3 C. Musonius Rufus , one of the grea t names ofSt oicism;
born a t Vulsinii in Et ruria ofan equest rian family ; t eacher of
Epicte tuswhile he w as st ill a slave (D-iss . I. 9 , bani shed to

Gyara as privy t o the Pisonian conspiracy (XV . 7 1 ; Philost r.

VA . VII. ret urned after t he dea t h ofNero (H ist . III . 81 ;
IV . 10, spe cially exempt ed in the banishment ofphilo
2 0 0



BOOK XIV . LVIII .
—LIX .

manne r of a ll rumour s , we re amplified by indolent
creduli ty in re a li ty , a fre e dman ofPlautus , with t he
he lp ofquick winds , outstripped the centurion , and

carried his patron instructions fromhis fathe r—in—la w ,

Lucius Ant ist ius z1 He w as t o e scape a coward ’s
de ath , while a re fuge w as stil l open . Compassion
for his f t he

e , no

I f he repe l le d sixty
soldie rs (the numbe r arriving) , then in t he

inte rva l—while t he
’

news w as trave lling back t o

Ne ro—while anothe r force w as moving t o the scene
- the re would be a tra in of e vents which might
de ve lop into w ar . In fine , e i the r he saved his li fe
bythis course or ha rdihood would cost himno deare r
thani imidily.

LIX . All this , howe ve r le ft Plautus unmoved .

Eithe r , e xiled and unarmed , he fore saw no he lp ;
or he had we a ried ofhope and i ts ince rti tude s ; or

possibly t he cause w as affe ction for his w i fe and chil
dren , t o whomhe supposed the empe ror would prove
more placable i f no a larms had disturbed hi s equani

mi ty . The re are those w ho state that fre sh courie rs
had arrived from his fathe r—in—law w i th news that
no drasticmea sure s we re pending , while his teache rs
ofphilosophy—Coe ranus 2 and M usonius,

3 Gre ek and

Tuscan re spe ctive ly by origin—had advised himt o

have the courage t o awa it de a th , in pre fe rence t o

an uncerta in and ha rassed life . At a ll e vents ,
he w as found in the early afte rnoon , stripped for
bodily e xe rci se . In that condition he w as cut down
by the centurion , unde r the eye s of t he e unuch

sophers under Vespasian (D. Cass. LXVI . Ext ensive
fragments ofhi s works survi ve , principa lly in Stobaeus.
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Ne ro centurioni e t manipu lo , quas i sat e llit ibus

minist rum regium. pra eposuerat . Capu t int e rfect i

re latum; cuius aspect u ( ipsa princip is ve rba
referam) Cur , inqui t , Ne ro e t posito
me tu nupt ias Poppae ae ob e ius modi te rrores
dilatas maturare pa rat O ct aviamque coniugem
amoli ri , quamvis mode ste age re t , nomine patris e t

st udi is populi gravem. Sed ad senat um lit t eras

mis it de caede Sullae Plaut ique haud confessus

ve rum utriusque t urbidum ingen ium e sse , e t s ibi
incolumit at em re i publ icae magna cura habe ri .
Decre t ae eo nomine supplicat iones , ut que Sulla e t

Plautus sena t u move rent ur , gravi oribus iam2 ludi
brii s quammalis .

LX . Ig itur accept o patrum consulto , post quam
cunct a sce lerum suorumpro egregiis accipi videt
e xt urbat O ct aviam. ste ri lemdict it ans ; e ximPop

pa eae coniungit ur . Ea di u pae lex e t adult e ri
Neronis , mox mariti pot ens , quendam e x minist ris
O ct avi ae impulit se rvileme i amoremobicere . De
st inat urque reus cognoment o Eucae rus , nat ione

Alexandrinus , cancre t ibiis perdoct us .

3 1 Act ae ob id
de ancillis quaestione s , e t vi t orment orum victis
qu ibusdam, ut fa lsa adnuerent , plures perst it ere

Wa lther. B alm supp lied
—( hominem nasut um

t imuist i
2 iamFreinshe im tamM ed , t amen G .

3 t ibiis perdoctus Jackson per tybias doctus M ed ,

t ibi i s doct us G . vulg.

1 Ha lm’

5 supplement is suggested b
y
Dio (LXII . I4)

v 7
’

7
’

86 w ,
€¢7b

°

on p eyahqv piva e ixev ,
(Barrep dew a

’

nevog (i v

Q U
‘T O

‘

U 6 L T OUT O

2 T hey had t he reput a t ion ofbe ing flepi a v/lovs aovoucw r aroz

(Ath . 176 F . 1ni t“)
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sanct it at emdominae tuer i ; e x quibus una instanti
Tige llino cast iora e sse muliebria O ct aviae respondi t

quamos e ius . M ove t ur t amen primo civi li s di sc idii
spe cie domumqu e Burri , praedi a Plaut1 infausta dona
accipit : mox in Campaniampulsa est addita mi litari
custodi a . Inde crebri quest us nec occulti per

vulgum,
cui minor sapientia ci e x mediocrit a t e for

tunae pauciora pe ricula sunt . His 1 tamquam
Ne ro paenit ent ia flagit ii , coniugem revocarit 2

O ct aviam.

LXI. Exim laeti Capitolium scandunt deosque

tandem venerant ur . Efligies Poppae ae proruunt ,

O ct aviae imag ine s ge stant ume ris , spargunt floribus

foroqu e ac t emplis st at uunt . It ur e tiamin principis
laudes st repit u 3

venerant ium. Iamque e t Pa latium
multitudine e t clamoribus complebant , cum emiss i
milit um glob i verbe ribus e t intento fe rro t urbat os

di siecere . M ut at aqu e quae per sedi t ionem ve rte
rant , e t Poppae ae homos reposit us est . Quae sempe r
odi o , t um e t me tu at rox ,

ne aut vu lg i acrior vis
ingruere t aut Ne ro inclinat ione p opuli mut are t ur ,

provolut a genibus e ius , non eo loci res suas agi ,
4

ut de matrimonio ce rt e t , quamquam id s ib i vi ta

pot ius , sed vi tam ipsam in e xtremumadduct ama

1 Nipp erdey.

2 t amquam revocarit Nipp erdey : quamquam
revocavit .

3
st repitu Andresen : repet it um.

4
agi] a it Bezzenberger.
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gre ate r numbe r steadfastly ma inta ine d the honour
ofthe i rmi stre ss , one ofthemre torting unde r pre ssure
from Tige l linus that Oct avia

’s body w as chaste r
than his ow n mouth . She w as removed , howeve r ,
fi rst unde r colour ofa civil divorce , and re ce ived
t w o ominous g ifts —t he mansion ofBurrus and t he

e state s ofPlautus . A little late r , she w as ban ished
t o Campani a and put unde r mi l itary supe rvi s ion .

T he me asure led t o gene ra l and undisguised prote sts
from the common people , endowed w ith le ss dis
cre tion than the i r supe riors , anclfl t ll anks t o the i r
humble station—faced byfewe r pe r i ls . ( Then came
a rumour) that Nero had repented of his outrage
and re ca l led Octavia t o his s ide .

LXI. At once e xulting crowds sca led t he Capitol ,
and Heaven a t last found itse lf b le ssed . They
hurled down t he effig ie s of Poppae a , they carried
t he statue s ofOctavia shoulde r—high , strewed them
with flowe rs , upra ised them in t he forumand the

t emple s . Even t he empe ror ’s pra ise s we re e ssayed
with vocife rous loya lty, AT eady theywe re fi l l ing
the Pa lace itse l f w i th the i r numbe rs and the i r che e rs ,
when bands ofsoldi e rs eme rged and scatte red them
in di sorde r w i th w hipcut s and leve l led we apons .

All t he change s effe cted by t he outbreak we re
rect ified , and t he honours of Poppae a we re re in
stated . She he rse lf, a lways crue l in her hatreds ,
and now rende re d more so by her fe ar that e ithe r
t he violence ofthe multitude might bre ak out in a

fi e rce r storm or Ne ro follow the trend of popula r
fe e l ing , threw he rse lf at his kne e s He r affa i rs ,
she sa id , we re not in a position in which she could
fight for he r m

‘

ari iage , though it w as de are r t o her
than l ife : that l ife itse lf had be en brought t o the
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client elis e t servit iis O ct avia e , quae plebis s ib i
nomen indi de rint , e a in pace ausi , quae vix be l lo
evenirent . Arma il la adve rsus principem sumpt a ;
ducem tantum defuisse , qui motis rebus fac ile
reperire t ur , omit t ere t modo Campan iame t in urbem
i psa 1

perge re t , ad cuius nu t um absent is tumultus
c ie rent ur . Quod a lioqu in suum de lictum? Quam
cu iusquamoffensionem? An quia veramprogeniem

penat ibus Caesarum datura sit ? Ma lle populum
Romanum t ibicinis Aegyp tn subolem impe ratorio
fastigio induci ? Denique , s i id rebus conducat ,

libens quamcoact us acc ire t domi nam, vel consulere t

securit a t i . Iust a ult ione e t modi cis remediis primos
motus consedisse : a t s i desperent uxoremNeroni s

fore Oct aviam, illimarit umdat uros.

LXI I . Varius se rmo e t ad metum atque i ram
accommodat us t e rrui t s imul audi ent eme t accendi t .

Sed parumvalebat suspicio in se rvo e t qu aest ionibus

ancillarum e lusa e rat . Ergo confessionem alicu ius

quaeri place t , cui re rum quoque novarum crimen
adfinge re t ur . Et vis us idoneus mat ernae ne c is

pat rat or Ani cetus , class i apud M isenum, utmemoravi ,
prae fectus , le vi post admissum sce lus gratia , de in

1 ipsa Boetticher : ipsam.

1 Chap . 3 .
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graviore odio , quia ma lorum fac inorum ministri
quas i exprobrant es aspiciunt ur . Igitur accit um
eumCae sa r ope rae prioris admone t : solum incolu

mit at i principis adve rsus insidiant em inat rem sub

ven isse ; locum haud minoris gratia e instare si
coniugem infensamdepe lle re t . Ne c manu aut te lo
opus : fa t e re t ur O ct aviae adult erium. Occulta
quidemad praesens , sedmagna ci praemia e t secessus
amoenos promit t it , ve l, si negavisse t , necemint ent at .

I lle insita vaecordia e t facilitate priorumflagit iorum,

plura e tiamquamiussume rat fingit fat e t urque apud
amicos , quos ve lut cons i lio adhibuerat princeps .

T um in Sardiniam pe llit ur , ubi non inops e xilium
t ole ravi t e t fato ob i it .

LXI I I . At Nero praefect um in spem sociandae

class is corrupt um, e t incusat ae paulo ante st e rilit at is

obli t us , abact os partus consc ient ia libidinum, caque
sibi conpe rt a edicto memora t insulaque Pandat e ria
O ct aviam claudit . Non a li a e xul visent ium oculos

ma iore mise ricordi a adfe cit . M eminerant adhuc

quidamAgrippinae a Tibe rio , recent ior Iuli ae me
moria obversabat ur a Claudio pulsae : sed i ll is robur
ae t at is adfuera t ; lae t a aliqua viderant e t prae
s entemsaevit iamme lioris ol imfort unae recordat ione

1 Select ed , it is t o be feared, as a not oriously unhea lt hy
island (of. II . 85

2 I . 53 n .

3 T he wife ofGermani cus. Book V . breaks short just before
her bani shment t o Pandat eria (29

4 Juli a Livi lla , youngest child ofGermani cus andAgrippina ,

born in 18 A.D . ; ex iled by her brot her Caligula in 37 A.D. ;

reca lled by Claudi us a t t he out se t ofhi s re ign , t hen , a t t he

ins t iga t ion ofMessalina ,
banished again on a charge ofadult ery

wi t h Seneca , and short ly aft erwards put t o dea th (D. Cass.

LX . 4 ,

5 T he words are applica ble only t o Agrippina .
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replaced by a m0 1 e se rious di slike , s ince the inst i u
ments ofcrime a i e counted a vis ib le reproach . He

!

w as summoned accordi ngl y , and
“
theCaesa r reminded

himofhis e arli e r se 1 v1ce Singly he had ensured
the empe ror ’s safety in oppos ition t o a treache rous
mothe r . T he opportunity“for a not less grate ful
act iw hand , i f he could remove a malignant
wife . Not e ven force or cold ste e l w as necessa ry
he had s imply t o admit adulte ry with Octa via .

He promis ed hima 1 ewa rd , se cre t , it might be , at

the outset , but large ; a lso , a ple asant place ofre tire
ment : should he re fuse he he ld out the thre at of

death . Anice tus , with inbred pe rve rs ity and an

e ase commun icated y orme r cr ime s , invented and

confessed more than had been orde red , in the

pi e sence ofthe friends convened by the empe ror t o
play the part of a pri vy council . He w as then
banished t o Sardin ia ,

1 whe re he supported a not

impe cunious e xile , and died by a natura l death .

LXI I I . Ne ro , for his part , announced by edi ct
that O ct avia /had seduced the pre fe ct in t he hope of

ga in ing the co ope ration of his squadron ; that ,
conscious ofher infidelit ie s , she had procured abor
tion ,—he fa i led t o remembe r his recent charge of

ste ril ity —and that the se we re facts asce rt a ined by
himse lf. He then confined he r in the island of

Pandat eria .

2 No woman in e xile e ve r pre sented a

more pitiful spectacle t o the eye of the beholde r .
The re we re ye t some w ho re col lected the ban ishment
ofAgrippina

3 byTibe rius ; themore re centmemory
ofJulia ’s ‘1

e xpuls ion by Claudius sti ll dwe lt in the

mi nds ofmen . But t o these t he maturity of life
had come ; 5 they had se en some l ittle happiness, _

and

could soften the cruafy of t he present h y i ecalling
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adlevabant . Hui c primum nupt iarum dies loco
fun eris fuit , deduct ae in domum, in qua nihil nis i
luct uosum habe re t , e rept o pe r venenum patre e t

statimfratre ; t umancilla domina validior e t Pop
paea non n is i in pe rn ic iemuxoris nupt a , postremo
crimen omni e xit io gra vins .

LXIV . Ac pue lla \vicesimo 1
ae t at is anno inte r

cent uriones e t mi li te s , praesagio ma iamvi tae
e xempta , nondumt amenmorte adquiesce bat . Paucis
dehinc int eriect is diebus mori iube t ur , cum iam
viduamse e t tantumsororemt est are t ur communis
que G ermanicos e t postremo Agrippinae nomen
c iere t , qua incol umi infelix quidemmatrimonium,

sed s ine e xit io pe rt ulisse t . Rest ringit ur vinclis

venaeque e ius per omnis artus e xsolvunt ur ; e t quia
pressus pavore sanguis t ardius labebat ur , prae
fe rvidi ba lne i vapore enecat ur. Addit urque a t rocior

saevit ia , quod caput amput at umlat umque in urbem
Poppaea vi dit . Dona ob hae c t emplis de cre ta
quem2

ad huemmemorabimus ? Quicumque cas us
temporumillorumnobis ve l aliis auct oribus noscent ,

praesumpt um habe ant , quotiens fugas e t caedes

iussit prince ps , t ot iens grat is de is aetas , quaequ e
re rumsecundarumo lim, t umpubli cae cladis insigni a

1
v icesimo] duo e t v icesimo Nipp erdey, quint o at v . B itte r.

1 decre t a quemDoederle in decret aque .

1 As a mat t er of fact , she w as older than Bri t anni cus ;
w ho w as born on Feb. 13 , 41 A .D.

2 T hrough the adopt ion ofNero by Claudi us.

3 T he surname w as conferred by the sena t e on T iberius ’
brot her Drusus and hi s descendant s. His grandson Claudi us

1

v

s
asfat her ofO ct avia ; his granddaught erAgrippina ,mother of
ero.
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fuisse . Neque tamemsilebimus , si quod senatus
consult umadulat ione novumaut pat ientia post remum
fuit .
LXV . Eodemanno libert orumpot issimos veneno

int erfecisse credit us est , Doryphorumquas i adve rsa
t umnupt iis Poppaeae , Pa llant em, quod inmensam
pe cuniamlonga senect a de t inere t . Romanus 1 se cre
ti s criminat ionibus incusave rat Senecamut C. Pisonis

socium, sed validius a Sene ca eodemcrimine perculsus
est . Unde Pisoni timor e t orta insidiarum in
Neronemmagna moles e t inprospe ra .

1 Romanus] Romanus Ritter .
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calamity . Ne ve rthe le ss , whe re a senatoria l decre e
achie ved a nove lty in adulation or a last word in
se l f- abasement , I sha l l not pas s it by in s ilence .

LXV . In t he same ye ar , he w as credited with
t he poisoning of t w o of his principa l fre e dmen :
Doryphorus ,1 as an opponent oft he marriage w ith
Poppae a ; Pa llas , be cause he kept his vast riche s t o
himse lf by a t oo protracted old age .

—Romanus 2
had attacked Sene ca , in private informations , as the
associate of Gnae us Piso , but w as himse lf

,

more
sure ly struck dow n by Sene ca on t he same charge .

T he re sult w as t he a larmofPiso and t he b irth ofan

e laborate and luckless conspi racy aga inst Ne ro .

1 Liberta s a libellis in succession t o Ca ll ist us.

2 Possibly anot her Caesarian freedman, unless there is a

gap in t he t ext .
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L IBER XV

I . INT EREA rex Parthorum Vologeses cognit is

Corbulonis rebus regemque ali enigenam T igranen

Armeniae imposit um, s imul fratre T irida t e pulso
spre tum Arsac idarum fastig ium ire ult um volens ,
magni tudi ne rursum Romana e t continui foede ris
re ve rent ia di ve rsas ad curas t raheba t ur cunctator
inge nio e t defect ione Hyrcanorum, gentis validae ,

mult isque e x eo be ll is inligat us . Atque illum
amb iguum novus insupe r n unti us cont umeli ae ex

st imu la t : quippe egressus Arme nia Tigrane s Adia
benos , cont e rminamna t ionem, la t ius ac di ut ius quam
pe r latrocinia vast ave rat , idque primores gentium
a egre t olerabant : eo cont empt ionis descensum, ut

ne duce quidemRomano incursarent ur , sed teme ri
tate obsidis t ot pe r annos inte r mancipia babit i .
Accendeba t dolorem eorum M onobazus , quem
pene s Adiabenum reg imen , quod prae sidium aut

unde pet e re t rogit ans . Iamde Armeni a concessum,

proxima trahi ; e t ni si de fendant Parthi , le vins ser

vitium apud Romanos dedi t is quam capt is e sse .

1 T he narrat ive revert s t o t he end ofXIV. 26 . T he event s

recorded in t he first sev ent een chapt ers oft hi s book, though

given under t he one annalist ic year 62 A.D . , extend from61 to
63

2 It had exist ed without a forma l rupture since 20 B .0 . ,

t he year of t he rest it ut ion of t he st andards capt ured from
Crassus at Carrhae (53
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BO OK XV

I . MEANWH ILE ,

1 t he Parthian king Vologeses

apprized ofCorbulo
’

s fe ats and the e le vation oft he

a lien Tigrane s t o t he throne ofArmenia
,
and anxious

furthe rmore t o take steps t o avenge the s lur cast
upon t he maj e sty oft he Arsacian l ine by the e xpul

sion ofhis brothe r T iridat es—w as drawn , on the othe r
hand , t o diffe rent l ine s ofthought by conside rations
ofRoman powe r and by re spe ct for a long- standi ng
tre aty .

2 For he w as bynature prone t o temporize , and
he w as hampe red by a re volt oft he powe rful Hyrca
nian tribe and by the nume rous campaigns which it
involved . He w as still in doubt , when news of a

fre sh indignity stung himi nto action : for Tigrane s ,
eme rg ing fromArmenia , had ravaged t he borde ring
country ofAdiabene t oo wide ly and t oo long for a

plunde ring foray , and the grande e s of the nations
we re becoming restive ; compla ining that they had
sunk t o a point ofhumiliation whe re they could be
harried , not e ven by a Roman gene ra l , bu t by the

teme rity ofa hostage whomfor ye ars the enemy had
counted among his chatte ls . The i r re sentment w as

inflamed by M onobazus , t he ruling prince ofAdi a
bene What protection ,

”

he kept demanding ,

w as he t o se ek ? or fromwhat quarte r ? Armenia
had a lready be en ceded ; t he adj acent country w as

following ; and, i f Parthi a re fused prote ction , then
t he Roman yoke pre ssed more l ightly upon a sur
rendered than upon a conque red nation ! Tiri
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T irida t es quoque regni profugus per s i lentiumau t

modi ce que rendo gravior e ra t z—Non e nim ignavia
magna impe ria cont ine ri ; virorum a rmorumque
faciendumce rtamen ; id in summa fortuna aequius

quod validius, e t sua re t ine re privat ae domus , de
a lienis cert are reg iamlaudeme sse .

I I . Igitur commot us his Vologeses concil iumvocat
e t proximum s ib i T iridat en const it uit atque it a

ordit ur Hunc ego eodemme cumpatre genit um,

cummihi per ae t at emsummo nomine concessisse t ,

in possess ionem Armeniae dedux i , qui te rtius
pot ent iae gradus habetur : namMedos Pacorus ante
ceperat .

V idebarque contra ve te ra fratrum odia
e t cert ami na famil iae nost rae penat is rite com
posuisse . Prohibent Romani e t pacem numquam
ipsis prospe re lacessit am nunc quoque in e xit ium
suumabrumpunt . Non ibo infi t ias : aequit a Le quam
sanguine ,

causa quama rmi s re t inere partamaioribus
malue ram. Si cunct at ione de l iqui , vi rtute corrigam.

Ve stra quidem vis e t gloria in integro est , addi ta
modest iae fama , quae neque summis mort alium
spe rnenda est e t a dis aest imat ur . Simul di ade
mate caput T iridat is evinxit , prompt am equ it um
manum, quae regem ex more se ct at ur , M onaesi

nob il i vi ro t radidi t . adi ect is Adiabenoruni auxili is

mandavit que T igranen Armenia ext urbandum1 dum

u;
ext urbandumBecker exturba M cd., ext urbare Ernesti ,

v g.

1 His remaining brot her, to Whomhad been assigned the
Arsacian appanage ofMedia At ropa t ene (between Armenia
and Media proper) .
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ipse posit is adve rsus Hyrcanos discordi is viris
intimas molemque be ll i c ie t , provinciis Romanis
minit ans .

I I I . Quae ubi Corbuloni ce rtis nunt iis audita sunt
legione s duas cumVe rulano Seve ro e t Ve t t io Bolano
subs idium T igrani mit t it , occulto praecept o , com
posit ius cuneta quamfest inant ius agerent : qu ippe
be llumhabe re quamge re re malebat . Scripse rat que

Caesari proprio duce opus e sse , qui Armeniam
defendere t : Suriam ingruent e Vologese acriore in
discrirni ne e sse . Atque inte rim re liquas legione s
pro ripa Euphrat is locat , tumultuariamprovincialium
manumarmat , host ilis ingressus praesidiis int ercipit .

Et qui a egena aquarumregio est , caste lla font ibus
inposit a ; quosdamrivos congest u harenae abdidit .

IV . Ea duma Corbulone t u endae Suriae parant ur,
a cto rapt imagmine M onaeses , ut famamsui prae ire t ,
non ideo nesc ium aut incaut umT igranen ofl

'

endit .

Occupaverat T igranoce rt am, urbemcopia defe nsor
e t magn itudine moenium va lidam. Ad hoc Nice
phorius amnis haud spernenda latitudi ne pa rtem
murorum ambi t , e t dueta ingens fossa , qua fluvio
diffidebat ur . Ine rant que mi li te s e t provisi ante

1 XIV . 26 .

2 Appoint ed lega tus ofBrit a in by Vit e llius, and aft erwards
proconsul ofAsia . St at ius, whose Protrep tz

’

con ad Crispinum
(S i lo. V . 2 ) is addressed t o his son , does wha t must be ample
just ice t o hi s serv ices in Armen ia (Ll. 3 1

3 T he ident ifi ca t ion of t he Nicephorius depends on that

oft he sit e ofT igranocert a . Ift he t ow n is placed, wit h Sachau
and ot hers, a t T el] Ermen t o the sou th ofM t . Masins (et - T dr) ,
which agrees w i t h t he da t a furni shed by T acit us and St rabo

(522 , though not w i t h t hose ofPliny (H .N . VI . 27 , 129 ;
z
’

b. 9 , the streamis t he Zergan,which falls int o th e Khabfi r,
a t ribut ary oft he Euphra t es. If, on t he ot her hand , T igrano
cert a is t aken, as by Egli , t o have occupied the posit ion of
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BOOK XV . u r w .

himse lf laid aside his qua rre l with Hyrcania and

ca lled up his inte rnal force s , wi th t he full machine ry
ofw ar , as a threat t o the Roman provinces .

I I I . So soon as Corbulo had the news by sure
me ssenge rs , he sent t w o leg ions unde r Ve rulanus
Se ve rus 1 and Ve t t ius Bolanus 2 t o re inforce Tigrane s ;
wi th private instructions , howe ve r , that all the i r
actions we re t o be circumspe ct rathe r than rapid ;
for in truth , he w asmore de sirous t o have w ar upon
his hands than t o wage i t. Also he had written
t o Ne ro that a separa te commande r w as required
for the de fence ofArme nia : Syria , he obse rved ,
stood in the grave r dange r , i f Vologese s attacke d .

In the inte rva l , he stationed his rema ining legion
on the Euphrate s bank , armed an improvised force
of provincia ls , and closed the hostile avenue s of

approach by ga rrison—posts . Furthe r , as the region
is de ficient in wate r , forts we re thrown up t o command
the springs : a fe w brooks he buried unde r pile s of
sand .

IV . While Corbulo w as thus prepa ring for t he

de fence ofSyr ia ,
M onaeses , w ho had ma rched a t

full spe ed in orde r t o outstrip t he rumour of his
coming , fa i led none t he le ss t o catch Tigrane s un

aw ares or offhis guard . He had occupied Tigrano
ce rta , a town formidable by the numbe r of its
de fende rs and the sca le of its fortifications . In

addi tion , a part of the wa l ls i s enci rc led by the

Nicephorius,
3

a rive r of re spe ctable width ; and a

huge fosse had be en drawn at points whe re the

stre amw as not to be re li ed upon . Within layRoman
troops , and suppli e s t o which attention had be en

Sert , nort h ofM t Masins and sout h -west ofLake Van ,
it st ood

on the Bit lis - su .
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THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

commeat us , quorumsubvectu pauci avidins progres s i
e t repent inis host ibus circumvent i ira magis quam
me tu ce t eros accenderant . Sed Part ho ad exse

quendas obsidiones nulla comminus audacia : raris
sagit t is neque clausos e xt erre t e t seme t frust rat ur.

Adi abeni cum promove re sca las e t machinament a
inciperent , facile de t rusi , mox erumpent ibus nost ris

caedunt ur .

V . Corbulo t amen , quamvis secundi s rebus suis ,
moderandumfort unae ratus mi s it ad Vologesen , qui
expost ularent vimprovinciae inlat am: sociumami
cumque regem, cohort is Romanas circums ide ri .
Omi t t e re t pot ius obsidi onem, aut se quoque in agro
host ili castra posit urum. Casperius centurio in eam
lega t ionemde le ctus apud oppidumNisib in , septeme t

t rigint a mi libus passuuma T igranocert a di st ant em,

adiit regem e t mandata ferocit er edidi t . Vologesi

ve tus e t penit us infixume rat a rma Romana vitandi ,
nec prae sentia prospere fluebant . Inrit umobsidium,

tutus manu e t copiis Tigranes , fugati qui e xpugna
t ionemsumpserant ,missae in Armeniamleg ione s , e t
aliae pro Suria parat ae ult ro inrumpere ; sib i inbe cil
lumequ it empabuli inopia name xorta vis locust arum
ambederat qu idquid herbidumaut frondosum. Igitur
me tu abstruso mi t iora obt endens , missurum ad

1 By crossing the Euphrat es and invading Mesopot amia .

2 In nort h east ern Mesopot amia . T he t ow n—fix: of p ev

Bapfia poc NL
'

oLBw [Syn N tst
'

bhzn], o
f

8
’

EM qveg
’

Aw ¢6xet a v

n Soq v w poanyopw ov (Plut . I/uc. 32 )—w as ofhi gh st ra t egic
import ance from the t ime of Lucullus t o t ha t of John
Zimisces, but is now reduced t o a couple ofhundredmud hut s.

3 T hi s is sa id t o de t ermine t he month as June or July.
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THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

impe rat orem Romanum legate s supe r pe t enda

Armenia e t fi rmanda pace responde t . M onaesen

omi t t ere T igranocert amiubet , ipse retro concedi t .

VI . Haec plures ut formidine regis e t Corbulonis
min is patrata ac magnifica e xt ollebant : ali i occulte

pepigisse int e rpre t abant ur , ut omisso ut rimque be llo
e t abeunt e Vologese Tigranes quoque Armenia
abscedere t . Cur en im e xercit um Romanum a

T igranoce rt is deduct um? Cur dese rta per otium
quae be llo defende rant ? An me lius hibe rnavisse

in e xtrema Cappadocia , rapt imerect is t ugurns , quam
in sede regni modo retenti ? Dilata prorsus arma .

ut Vologeses cumalio quamcumCorbulone ce rt are t ,

Corbu lomerit ae t ot pe r annos gloriae non ultra pe ri
culumfacere t . Nam, ut re t t uli , proprium ducem
t uendae Armeniae poposce rat , e t advent are Cae

senn ius Pae t us audi ebat ur . Iamque ade rat , copiis

it a di visis, ut quarta e t duodecuma legione s addi ta
quinta , quae re cens e M oesis e xcita e rat , s imul
Pontica e t G ala t arumCappadocumque aux il ia Pae to
oboedirent , te rtia e t se xta e t decuma legione s
priorque Suriae mi le s apud Corbulonemmanerent ;
cete ra e x re rumusu sociarent part irenturve . Sed

1 T he arrangement with Vologeses had been reached late

in t he year, and t he win t er is t ha t of61—6 2 t he comment s
are t hose oft he spring or summer of62 A .D.

2 T he consu l of60 A.D. (XIV. Corbulo
’

s request for

a specia l commander, qui Armeniamdefenderei w asment ioned
in chap . 3.
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- v1 .

ami lde r tone , and repli ed tha t he would send ambas
sadors t o the Roman empe ror t o di scuss hi s applica
tion for Armeni a and the e stab li shment ofpe ace on

a fi rm footing . M onae se s he orde red t o abandon
T igranocert a , while he himse lf began his re ti rement .
VI . By the maj ority ofmen the se re sults we re

accla ime d as a triumph due t o t he fe a rs ofthe king
and t o Corbulo

’

s thre a ts . Othe rs found t he e xplana
tion in a priva te compact stipulating tha t , i f hosti l i tie s
we re suspended on both side s and Vologese s with
drew , Tigrane s would a l so make his e xit fromArme
nia . For why ,

” i t w as a sked , should the Roman
a rmy have be en w i thdrawn from T igranoce rt a

P

Why abandon in pe ace what they had de fended in
w ar ? Wa s i t an advantage t o have w inte re d 1 upon
the ve rge ofCappadocia in ha stily e re cted hove l s
rathe r than in the capita l ofa kingdomwhich the y
had but late ly saved ? T he fact w as , the clash had
be en de fe rred , so that Vologeses might be pitte d
aga inst anothe r antagoni st than Corbulo , and

Corbulo risk no furthe r t he laure ls e arned in the

course ofso many ye ars ! For , as I have re la te d ,
he had demanded a separate gene ra l for the de fence
of Armenia , and i t w as hea rd that Cae sennius
Pae t us 2 w as a t hand . Be fore long he w as on t he

spot , the force s be ing so divided that the fourth and

twe l fth legions , re inforced by the fifth
,
which had

re cently be en ca lled up from Moe sia , and the

auxili arie s ofPontus , Ga latia , and Cappadocia , we re
placed a t the orde rs ofPae t us ; t he thi rd , sixth , and
tenth legions , and the old troops in Syria , rema ining
w i th Corbulo , while the re st we re t o be employed
in conj unction or separate ly as the course of

e vents should re quire . Howe ve r , not only w as
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ne que Corbulo aemuli patiens , e t Pae t us , cui satis
ad gloriame rat , s i prox imus habere t ur , despiciebat
ge sta , nihil caedis aut praedae , usu rpat as nomine
tenus urbium e xpugnat iones dict it ans : se tributa
ac lege s e t pro umbra regis Romanum ius victis
imposit urum.

VI I . Sub i dem tempus legati Vologesis, quos ad

principemmissos memoravi , revert ere inrit i bel

lumque propa lamsumpt uma Parthis . Nec Pae t us

de t re ct avi t , sed duabus legionibus, quarumquart am
FunisulanusVe t t onianus e o in tempore , duodecumam
Calavius Sabinus regebant Armeniam int rat tristi
omine . Namin t ransgressu Euphrat is , quemponte
t rami t t ebant , nulla pa lamcausa t urbat us e quus , qui
consularia i ns ign ia gest abat , re tro evasit . Host iaque ,

quae muniebant ur , hibernaculis adsist ens semifact a
Ope ra fuga perrupit seque va l lo ext ulit . Et pila
milit umarsere , magis insigni prodigio , quia Part hus
hostis missilibus te l i s dece rt a t .

VII I . Cete rum Fa ctus spret is ominibus, necdum
sat is firmat is hibe rnaculis , nullo re i frument ariae
provisu , rapit e xercit um trans montem T aurum
reciperandi s , ut ferebat , T igranocert is vast andisque

regionibus, quas Corbulo integras omisisse t . Et

capta quaedam caste l la , gloriaeque e t praedae

1 A couple ofinscript ions show t ha t he had an ext raordinarily
dist inguished career under t he Flavians Calav ius Sabinus is

unknown .

2 He crosses fromCappadocia in t o Armenia , probably a t

Meli tene (M a la t ia ) and in t he aut umn , t hen marches sou th ,
across t he T aurus range , in t he direct ion ofT igranocert a .

3 It w as be ing prepared in advance for t he coming win t er
(62—63
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THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

nonnihil partum, s i aut g lo riam cummodo '

au t

praedamcumcura habuisse t . Long inqu is it ineribus

pe rcursando quae obt ineri nequ ibant , corrupto qui
captus e rat comme at u e t instante iamhieme , redux i t

xercitumconposui t que ad Caesaremlit t e ras qua si
confect o be llo ,

ve rbis magnifi cis , re rumvacuas .
IX. Inte rim Corbulo numquam neglect am Eu

phrat is ripamcrebrioribus praesidiis insedit : et ne

ponti iniciendo impedimentum hosti le s t urmae
adferrent (iamenimsub iect is campis magna speci e
voli t abant ) , navismagni tudine praest ant is e t conexas
t rabibus ac t urribus auct as ag it pe r amnemcat apul

t isque e t balist is prot urbat barba ros , in quos saxa e t

hast ae longius pe rme abant , quam ut contrar io
sagitt arum iact u adaequarent ur . De in pons con

t inuat us collesque adve rsi pe r socias cohort is , post
leg ionum cast ris occupant ur , tanta ce le rit at e e t

ost ent at ione vi rium, ut Parthi omi sso parat u inva
dendae Suriae spemomnemin Armeniamvert erent ,

ubi Pae t us imminent iumnesc ius quintamlegionem
procul in Ponto habeba t , re liquas promiscis milit um
comrhe a t ibus infi rmaverat , done c advent are Volo

ge senmagno e t infenso agmine audi t um.

1 H is posit ion w as doubt less a t Zeugma , t he usua l point of
passage , and hi s tétes de pomhad the effe ct ofkeeping open the
door for a Roman invasion ofMesopot amia , whi le closing i t
aga inst a Part hian a t t empt on Syria . Vologeses, t herefore ,
whose base w as probably a t Nisibis, changed his object ive ,
t urned nort h

, and marched int o Armeni a t o t ry conclusions
w i t h Caesennius Paet us in the short int erva l before wint er
arrived in earnest .
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his glory with mode ra tion or kept his plunde r with
vigi lance . But , while he w as ove rrunning in pro

tractedmarche s di stricts impossible ofre tention , the
gra in he had captured w as ruined , and winte r began
t o thre aten : he the re fore led back the a rmy , and,

t o g ive the impre ssion that the w ar w as now closed ,
indi ted a le tte r t o the Cae sar , as grandiloquently
phra sed as i t w as void ofcontent .
IX . In the me antime , Corbulo occupied the bank

of the Euphrate s ,1 which he had ne ve r negle cted ,
with a stil l c lose r line ofposts ; while , t o e nsure tha t
the task oflaying a pontoon should not be impeded
by the mounted squadrons of t he enemy—a lre ady
an imposing spe ctacle , as they manoeuvred in the

adj a cent pla ins—he threw across t he stre am a

numbe r oflarge—sized ve sse ls conne cted with plank
ing and surmounted by turre ts , and , using his cata
pult s and ba lli stae , forced back the ba rba rians , the
stone s and spe a rs be ing effe ctive at a range w ith
which the counte r - di scharge of arrows w as unable
t o compe te . T he bridge w as now comple ted , and the

hills in front we re occupied , first byt he a ll ied cohorts ,
then bya legionary camp , with a spe ed and a display
of strength which induced the Pa rthians t o drop
the i r preparations for invading Syria and t o stake
the i r whole hope s upon Armeni a ; whe re Pa e t us,
unconscious of t he impending storm, w as ke eping
the fifth legion se que st e red in Pontus , and had

we akened the re st 2 by indiscriminate grants of

furlough , ti ll news came tha t Vologeses w as on the

march w i th a formidable and threa ten ing a rray .

2 T he fourt h and t w e lft h, which are shown by the next

sen t ence t o ha ve been qua rt ered separa t ely.
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X . Acci tur legio duode cuma , e t unde famamauct i

e xe rcit us spera ve rat , prodi t a infrequent ia , qua t amen
re t ine ri castra e t e ludi Parthus t ract u be lli pot e rat ,
s i Pae to aut in suis aut in a li enis consiliis constantia
fuisse t : ve rum ubi a viris milit aribus adve rsus
urguent is cas us fi rmat us e rat , rursus , ne ali enae

sententiae indi gens videre t ur , in dive rsa ac de te riora
t ransibat . Et tunc re lict is hibe rnis non fossam
neque va llums ibi , sed corpora e t arma in bostem
data clami t ans ,duxit leg ione s quas i proe lio cert at urus .

De inde ami sso centurione e t paucis mi lit ibus, quos
visendis host ium copiis praemiserat , t repidus re

me avit . Et quia minus acrit er Vologeses inst it era t ,
vana rursus fiducia tria mi l ia de lect i pedi tis proximo
Tauri ingo imposuit , quo t ransit umregis arcerent ;

a la ris quoque Pannonios, robur equit at us , in parte
campi locat . Coniunx ac fi lius caste llo , cui Arsamo
sata nomen est , abdit i , data in prae sidiumcohorte
ac dispe rso mi l ite , qui in uno habitus vagumbostem

prompt ius sust ent avisse t . Aegre compulsumferunt ,
ut inst ant emCorbuloni fat ere t ur. Nec a Corbulone

prope ra t um, quo gliscent ibus periculis etiamsubsidii

1 T o join Pae t us and the fourt h legion at “Rhande ia
T he name is preserved byDio (LX II . 21 )—on t he nort h bank

oft he Arsanias,
” whichmaysafe ly be t aken as the Murad - su .

T he exact sit e oft he camp is na tura lly doubtful : probably
it lay a lit t le east ofKharput .
230
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laus augere t ur Expediri t amen it ineri s ingulamil ia
e x tribus legionibus e t alarios oct ingent os, pa rem
nume rume cohort ibus iussit .

XI. At Vologeses , quamvis obsessa a Pa e to i tine ra
hinc pedit at u inde equ it e accepisse t , nihi l mutato
cons i lio , sed vi ac minis a la ris e xt e rru it , legionarios
obt rivi t , uno tantumcenturione T arquit io Cre scente
t urrim, in qua prae sidiumagit aba t de fende re auso
fact aque saepius erupt ione e t caesis , qui barbarorum

propius suggrediebant ur, done c ign iumiact u ci rcum
venire t ur . Pedi t um si quis intege r longinqua e t

avia , vulne rati castra repe t ivere , virt ut em regis ,
saevit iame t copias gentium, cunct ame tu e xt ollent es ,
fac ili credu lit a t e eorum, qu i e adempavebant . Ne

dux quidem obnit i adve rsis, sed cunct a milit iae
munia deserue rat , miss is ite rum ad Corbulonem

precibus , venire t prope re , signa e t aquilas e t nomen
re liquum infe licis e xe rcit us t uere t ur se fidem
inte rim, done c vita subpedit e t , ret ent uros.

XII. I lle int e rri t us e t parte copiarum apud
Suriam re lict a , ut muniment a Euphrat i inposit a

re t inerent ur , qua proximum e t commea t ibus non

egenum, regionemCommagenam, e ximCappadoc iam
inde Armenios pe t ivi t . Comit abant ur e xercit um

1 II. 42 n.
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of a re scue would a lso be he ightened . Sti ll ,
“
he

orde red a thousand men from e ach of the th re e
legions , with e ight hundred auxilia ry horse , and a

body ofsimilar strength fromthe cohorts , t o prepare
themse lve s for the road .

XI. Vologe ses , on the othe r hand , though he had
information tha t Fa ctus had be se t the route s w i th
infantry he re and cava lry the re , made no change i n
his plan , but by force and thre ats struck pani c into
the mounted squadrons and crushed the legionarie s ;
ofwhom a sol itary centurion , T arqui t ius Cre scens ,
had courage t o de fend the towe r which he w a s

garrisoning , repea ting his sortie s and cutting down
the barbarians w ho ventured t oo close up , until he
succumbed t o showe rs of fi rebrands. T he fe w

infantrymen unhurt took the i r w ay t o the di stant
wilds : t he wounded made back for the camp ,
e xa lting in the i r fe a r the prowe ss ofthe king , the

fi e rcene ss and numbe rs of the tribe s , in one word
e ve rything , and findi ng e asy be l ie f among listene rs
agitated by t he same a larms . Even t he commande r
offe red no re si stance t o adve rsity , but had abdi cated
a ll his mi li tary functions afte r sending a se cond
pe tition t o Corbulo : He must come qui ckly and

save t he e ag le s and standa rds , and the name which
w as all that w as left of an unhappy a rmy ; they ,
me anwhile , would pre se rve the i r loya lty while l ife
he ld out .

XII. Corbulo , undismayed , le ft part ofhis force s in
Syria t o hold the forts e re cted on the Euphra te s , and
made his w ayby the shorte st route not de stitute of

supplie s t o the district of Commagene ,1 then t o

Cappadocia , and from Cappadocia t o Armenia .

Ove r and above the usua l appurtenance s ofw ar , the
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praete r alia sue t a be llomagna vis came lorumonusta
frumenti , ut s imul bostem famemque depe lle re t .

Primume perculsis Pacciumprimi pi li cent urionem
obvium habuit , de in plerosque milit um; quos
dive rsas fugae causas obt endent is re dire ad s igna
e t clement iam Pae t i expe riri monebat : se nis i
vict oribus immi t eme sse . Simul suas leg ione s adire ,

hort ari , priorumadmonere ,
novamglori amostende re .

Non vi cos aut oppida Armeniorum, sed castra
Romana duasqu e in i is legione s pre tiumlaboris pe ti .
Si singulis manipularibus praec ipua se rvati c ivis
corona impe ratoria manu t ribuere t ur , quod illud

e t quantumdecus , ubi par eorumnume rus aspicere
tur ,1 qui adt u lissent sa lut eme t qui accepissent ! His
atque ta l iba s in commune a lacres (e t e rant quos

pericula fratrumaut propinquorumpropri is stimuli s
incenderent ) continuumdiu noct uque ite r propera
bant .
X I I I . q u e int ent ius Vologeses preme re obses

sos . modo va ll um legionum, modo cas te llum, quo

inbe llis a e tas defendebat ur , adpugnare , propius

incedens quammos Part his , s i e a t emerit at e bostem
in proe lium e licere t . At illi vix cont ube rni is e x

trahi ,2 nec a l iud quammuniment a propugnabant ,

pars iussu ducis , e t a l i i propria ignavi a aut

1
aspiceret ur I/ épsius : apiscere t ur M ed . Bu t i t may be

doubted w he ther the emenda tion is adequa te .

2
ext rahi Nipp erdey: ext ract i .

1 Paccius Orfi tus (XIII . now reduced t o his old rank .

2 T he civ ic crown ( III . 21
2 34
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Corbulonemoppe rient es, ac vis sz
'

1 ingruere t , provisis

e xemplis Caudinae Numant inaeque cladis ;
2 neque

e andemvimSamnit ibus , Ita li co populo , ac Parthis,
3

Romani impe rii aemulis. Validamquoque e t lauda
t am antiquitatem quotiens fortuna contra dare t ,
sa luti consulu isse . Qua despe ra t ione e xe rc it us dux
subact us primas t amen lit t eras ad Vologesen non

supplice s , sed in modumque rent is composuit , quod
pro Armeniis sempe r Romanae dicionis aut subiect is
regi , quem impe rator de legisse t , host ilia facere t :

pacem ex ae quo .ut ilem; ne prae sentia tantum
spect are t . Ipsum adve rsus duas legiones totis
regni vi ribus advenisse : at Romanis orbemt errarum
re liquum, quo be llumiuva ren t .

XIV. Ad ea Vologeses nihil pro causa , sed opperi

e ndos sibi fratre s Pacorumac T irida t en rescripsit ;

illumlocumt empusque consil io dest inat um, quid de
Arme ni a cerne rent ; adi ec isse deos dignumArsaci

da rum. s imul ut de legionibus Romanis st at uerent .

M issi post hac 4 Paeto nun t i i e t reg is conloqu ium
pe titum, qui Vasacen praefect umequi t at us ire ius

sit . T um Pae t us Lucu llos Pompe ios e t si qua
Caesares opt inendae donandaeve Armeniae ege rant

Vasaces imaginemre t inendi largiendi ve pene s nos ,
vimv

penes Part hosmemorat . Et multumin vicem
1 <si> Walther.

2 Caudinae Numant i<naeque cladis) ; neque candemHaase

caudi nenumant ineque candem.

3
ac Parthis Ha lm au t paenis .

‘1
posthac <a> Haase .

1 In 321 B .C . t he Roman army w as passed under t he Sam
nit e yoke a t Caudium: in 137 t he consul C. Host ilius

Mancinus w as disgracefully defea t ed by the Celt iberians of

Numant ia (a t t he confluence of t he Duero and t he T era ).
In both cases, t he t erms of capi tula t ion were repudia t ed a t

Rome .
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wa it for C0 1bulo , coupled w i th the refle ction that if
the a ttack we re pre ssed home , the re we re t he pre
cedents of the Caudine and Numantine di sa ste rs .1
Nor , inde ed , they a rgued , had t he Samnite s , a

tribe ofprovincia l Ita ly , t he strength oft he Pa rthians
w ho riva l led impe ria l Rome . Even the stout and

lauded anci ents , whene ve r fortune regi ste red an

adve rse ve rdict , had taken thought for the ir l ive s !
Be aten though he w as by t he de spondency in the

ranks , the gene ral
’s first le tte r t o Vologe se s w as

couched le ss in the te rms of a pe tition than ofa

prote st aga inst hi s a rmed a ction on beha l f of the
Armen ians , a lways unde r Roman suze ra inty or subj ect
t o a king se le cted by t he empe ror . Pe ace w as an

inte re st ofboth partie s a l ike : the king must not

look sole ly t o t he pre sent—he had come up aga inst
a couple oflegions wi th t he full force s ofhis re a lm.

Rome had the world in re se rve , with which t o support
the w ar.

XIV . Vologeses wrote an e vasive reply , t o the

effect tha t he must wa it for his brothe rs , Pacorus
and T irida t es This w as the date and pla ce they
had arranged for conside ring what w as t o be the i r
de cision w i th regard t o Armen ia H e aven had added
a task worthy ofthe Arsacian house—“ tha t ofse ttling
a t the same time the fate of Roman leg ions .

Me ssenge rs we re then sent by Pa e t us, a sking for

an inte rview w i th the king , w ho orde red his cava lry
commande r Vasace s t o go . At t he me e ting , Pae t us

re ca lled the name s ofLucullus and Pompey , and the
various acts bywhich the Ca e sars had kept or gi ven
away t he crown ofArmenia ; Vasace s, the fact that
only a. phantom powe r of re tention or disposa l
re sted with us—~ the re al i ty w as with Parthia . Afte r
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discept ato , M onobazus Adiabenus in diempost erum
te stis iis quae pepigissent adhibe t ur. Placuit que

liberari obsidio legione s e t decede re omnemmi l item
finibus Armeniorum cast e llaque e t commeat us
Parthis tradi , quibus pe rpe t rat is copia Vologesi fi eret

mit t endi ad Neronemlegatos .

XV. Inte rim flumini Arsaniae ( is castra prae
fluebat ) pontem imposuit , spe cie s ibi illud ite r

e xpedient is, sed Part hi quas i document umVict oriae

iusserant ; namque iis usui fuit nostri per dive rsum
ie re , Addidi t rumor sub ingummissas leg ione s et
a lia ex rebus infaust is, quorum s imulacrum ab

Armeni is usurpat um est . Namque e t muniment a
ingre ss i sunt , ant equamagmen Romanumexcedere t ,

e t circumst e t ere vias , captiva ol immancipia aut

iument a adgnoscent es abst rahent esque rapt ae e tiam
vestes , re tenta a rma , pavidomi lite e t concedente ,me

qua proe ln causa exist e re t . Vologeses a rmis e t

corporibus caesorumagge ra t is, quo clademnost ram
t e st are t ur, visu fugient iumlegionumabst inuit : fama
moderat ionis quaerebat ur, postquam superbiam
e xplevera t . Flumen Arsaniam e lephant o insidens

,

proximus quisque regemvi equorumperrupere , quia
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rumor incesse ra t pontem cessurum one ri dolo
fabricant ium: sed qui ingredi aus i sunt , va lidume t

fidumint e llexe re .

XVI. Ce te rum obsessis adeo suppedit avisse rem
frument ariamconst i t it , u t horre is ignem inicerent ,

cont raque prodide rit Corbulo Parthos inope s copi
a rum e t pabulo attrito re lict uros oppugnat ionem,

ne que se plus tridui itine re afu isse . Adicit iure
iurando Paeti caut um apud s igna , ads t ant ibus us ,

quos t est ificando rex 1m3 1sse t , neminemRomanum
Armeniam ingressurum donec referrent ur lit t e rae

Neroni s , an paci adnue re t . Quae ut augendae

infamiae compos ita , s i c re liqua non in obscuro
habent ur , una die quadragint a mi l ium spatium
emensum e sse Pa e t um, dese rt is passim'

sauci is ,

ne que minus deformem illam fugient ium trepida
t ionem, quam si te rga in acie ve rt issent . Corbulo

cums uis cop i is apud ripamEuphra t is obvins non e am
specieminsign iume t armorumprae t ulit , ut dive rs i
tatemexprobrare t . M aest i mani puli ac vicemcom
mili t onummise rant es ne lacrimi s quidemtempe rare
vix pra e fle tu usurpata consalut at io . De cesse rat

ce rtamen virtutis e t ambit io gloriae , fe lic iumhomi
num adfe ct us : sola mise ricordia valebat , et apud
minoresmag is .

In hi smemoirs, t owhich ,
in spi t e oft he cavea t below,

it is

proba ble that t he port ra it s ofPae t us and Corbulo ow e rat her

too much oft he ir light and shade .

2 T he regula t ion day ’smarch in summer w as twent ymiles,
or

,
in except ional cases, twenty -four ; aft er whi ch , quidqu id

addideri s iam cursus est , cuius spa t iumnon potest defi niri
(Veget . I.
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back ; for a rumour had ga ined curre ncy tha t the
bridge , by a ruse of the constructors , would suc
cumb bene ath its burden . Those , howe ve r , w ho

ventured upon it found it substantia l and trust
w orthy .

XVI. For t he re st , it is e stab l ished that t he

be le ague red force s we re so we l l supplied w ith corn
that they se t fi re t o the i r granarie s ; while , on t he

othe r hand , Corbulo has put it on re cord 1 that the
Parthians w e re on the po int of ra is ing the siege
through the sca rcity ofsupplie s and t he dwindling
ofthe i r forage , and that he himse l f w as not more
than thre e days ’ march distant . He adds that a

sworn gua1 ante e w as g iven by Pae t us, in face oft he

standards and in pre sence ofW i tnesses deputed by
the king , that not a Roman would ente r Armen ia
unti l Ne ro ’s despatch came t o hand intimating
whethe r he assented t o the pe ace . This ve rsion
w as doubtle ss composed t o darken t he disgrace ,
bu t t o the rest oft he ta le no obscurity attache s
that in one day Pae t us cove red a distance offorty
mi les ,2 abandoning hi s wounded e ve ryw he re ; and

that t he panic - stricken rush offug itive s w as not le ss
ugly than i f they had turned the i r backs on a fie ld
ofbattle . Corbulo ,

w home t themwith his ow n force
on t he bank ofthe Euphrate s , made no such display
ofensigns and a rms as t o turn t he contrast into a

reproach : the rank and fi le , gloomy and affected
by the lot ofthe i r brothe r—soldi e rs , could not somuch
as re stra in the i r te ars themili tary sa lute could hardly
be e xchanged for we eping . All riva l ry in va lour
and all competition for glory , emotions confined t o
the fortunate ,

had taken the i r leave : pity a lone he ld
sway—more particularly among the infe rior ranks .
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XVII . Ducum inte r se bre vis se rmo secut us est ,

hoc conquerent e
1 inrit umlaborem, pot ui sse be llum

fuga Parthorum finiri : i lle integra ut rique cuneta
respondit : convert erent aquilas e t iunct i invade rent
Armeniamabscessu Vologesis infi rmat am. Non e a

impe rat oris habe re mandata Corbulo : pe riculo
legionumcommot ume provincia egressum; quando
in ince rto habe ant ur Part horum conatus , Suriam
repe t it urum s ic quoque opt imamfort unamorandam,

ut pede s confect us spa t iis it ine rumalacreme t facil i
tate camporumprae venient emequi t emadsequere t ur .

Exim Pae t us per Cappadociam hibe rnavi t : at

Vologesis ad Corbulonemmissi nunt i i , de t rahere t

caste lla trans Euphrat en amnemque , ut ol im,

medium face re t . I lle Armeniam quoque di ve rsis

praesidi is vacuam fi eri e xpost ulaba t . Et postremo
conce ss it rex : di rut aque quae Euphrat en ultra
communiverat Corbulo , e t Armenii sine arbitro
re l icti sunt .
XVI I I . At Romae t ropaea de Parthis arcusque

medio Capitol ini montis sist ebant ur , de cre ta ab

sena t u integre adhuc be llo ne que t umomissa , dum
aspect ui consulit ur spre ta conscient ia . Quin e t

dissimulandis re rum ext e rnarum curis Ne ro fru
mentumplebis ve t ust at e corrupt umin T ibe rimiecit

1
conquerent e Fa émus : conquerent ium.

1 By t he da t ing followed in t he not es, t he reference here

is t o t he w int er a lready ment ioned as impending ( instante iam
hieme ) in chap. 8, and t he whole oft he event s re la t ed fromtha t
point oft he narra t ive t o t his must have t aken place in t he

brief int erva l. T he assumpt ion has i t s difficult ies, but tha t
considerable milit ary operat ions were feasible in t he neigh
bourhood ofNisibis, when t hey had ceased to be so 111 tha t of

Artaxa t a , is shown byPlu t . Dat e .
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quo securit a t emannonae ost ent are t .

1 Cuius pre t io
nih i l addi tum est , quamvis ducent as fe rme nave s
portu in ipso violent ia t empest at is e t centuma l ias
Tibe ri subvect as fortuitus ignis absumpsisse t . Tris
de in consulare s , L . Pisonem, DuceniumG eminum,

Pompe ium Paulinum vect igalibus publi cis prae
posui t , cum insect at ione priorum principum, qui
gra vitate sumpt uum iust os redi tus ant e issent : se

annuumsexcent iens se ste rtiumre i pub li cae largiri .
XIX . Pe rcrebruerat e a tempe state pravissimus
mos , cumpropinquis comit ns aut sorte provinciarum
ple rique orb i fi ct is adopt ionibus adsc iscerent fi lios,

prae t urasque e t provincias inte r patre s sort iti statim
emit t erent manu , quos adopt averant . .

2 Magna
cum invi dia sena t um adeunt , ius naturae , labore s
educandi adve rsus fraudem e t arte s e t brevi t a t em
adopt ionis enumerant . Satis pre t ii e sse orbis , quod
multa se curit a t e , nullis oneribus grat iam honore s
cune ta prompt a e t obvia haberent . Sibi promissa
legum diu exspect a t a in ludibrium ve rt i , quando
qui s s ine soll i citudine parens , s ine luetu orbus longa

1
ost ent are t Agricola : sustent are t .

2 Nipp erdey.

1 Not exa ct ly a t O st ia , where no serviceable harbour w as

possible t hrough sil t ing due t o t he T iber, bu t in t he remarkable
partus Claudi i (lat er, portu s Roma e ; now Porto), t w o miles t o
t he north .

2 T he expression seems t o cover t he whole rev enues ofthe

sena t oria l t rea sury .

3 O ccasiona l grant s t o t he a erariumfromt he fi scas are fa irly
oft en ment ioned : see , for inst ance , XIII . 31 . Here the

language point s t o a fi xed ann ua l cont ribut ion, as t o which all

det a ils are lacking.

4 In order t o circumvent the [ex Pap ia Poppa ea (9
244
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the corn - supply w as not a matte r for anxie ty . T he

price w as not ra ised , though some t w o hundred vesse ls
actua l ly in port 1 had be en destroyed by a rag ing
tempe st , and a hundredmore , which hadmade the i r
w ay up t he Tibe r , bya chance outbreak offire . He

proceeded t o appoint thre e consulars , Lucius Piso ,

Ducenius Geminus , and Pompe ius Paulinus , t o

supe rvise the contributions t o the nationa l treasury ,2
addi ng a stricture on t he previous empe rors , w ho

with the i r ruinous e xpendi ture had fore sta lled the

lega l re venue : pe rsona lly , he w asmaking the sta te
a ye arly present of s ixty mil l ion se ste rce s . ” 3
XIX. The re w as a pe rve rse custom in vogue at

that pe riod for childle ss candidate s , shortly be fore
an e lection or an a llotment ofprovince s , t o procure
themse lve s sons by fictitious acts ofadoption ,

4 then
,

afte r obta ining in the ir qua lity offathe rs a prae torship
or gove rnorship , t o emancipate immedi ate ly t he

adopted pe rsons . ( T he consequence w as that t he
authentic heads of fami lie s ) made an emb itte red
appea l t o the senate . They dwe lt on the rights of

nature—the anxie tie s enta iled by rearing children—as aga inst the ca lculated frauds and epheme ra l
characte r ofadoption . It w as ample compensation
for t he childle ss that , a lmost without a care and

quite wi thout responsib i l itie s , they should have
influence , honours , anything and e ve rything , ready
t o the i r hand . In the i r ow n case , t he promise s of

the law ,
for which they had wa ited so long , we re

conve rted into a mocke ry , when some pe rson w ho

had known parenthood without anxie ty and childless
ne ss w ithout be reavement could ove rtake in amoment
whi ch gave priority t o t he fa ther ofa family over a childless
compe t itor. See III. and the inst ance in II . 51.
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patrum vota repente adaequare t . Factum e x eo

senatus consult um,
ne s imulata adopt io in ul la pa rte

muneris pub l ic i iuvare t ac ne usurpandis quidem
heredit a t ibus prodesse t .

XX . Exim Claudius T imarchu -

s Cretens is reus

git ur , cete ris criminibus , ut solent praevalidi pro
vincialiume hopibus nimi is ad iniuriasminorume lati
una vox e ius usque ad cont ume liamsenatus pene
t raverat , quod dict it asse t in sua pote state sit um an

proconsulibus , qui Cre t am obt inu issent , grate s
agerent ur . Quam occasionem Pae t us T hrasea ad

bonumpublicumve rt ens , post quamde reo censuerat

provincia Cre ta depellendum, hae c addidit Vsu

probatum est , patres conscript i , lege s egregias ,
e xempla hone sta apud bonos e x de lict is aliorum
gigni . Sic orat orum licent ia Cinciam rogat ionem,

candidat orum ambitus Iuli as lege s , magist rat uum
a varitia Calpurnia scita pepere runt ; nam culpa
quampoena tempore prior , emendar i quampe ccare
poste rius est . Ergo adve rsus movamprovincialium
supe rbiamdignumfide const anti aque Romana capia
mus cons il ium, quo tute lae sociorumnihil deroge t ur .

nob is opinio decedat , qualis quisque habeat ur . a l ibi
quamin e i v1umiudicio e sse .

1 Ce libates were prohibit ed by t he lea: Papia Poppa ea from
ent ering upon any bequest except froma re lat ive wit hi n a

spe cifi ed degree of nearness : married but childl ess lega te es
rece ived halft he amoun t bequea thed .

2 For t he lea: Cincia , see XI . 5 n. ; for t he leges Iuliae of

August us ( t he plura l seems to be only rhetorica l ) , Suet . Aug.

34 . T he lea: Calpurnia de repetundis w as passed in 149
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XXI. Olimquidemnon modo praetor aut consul ,
sed privati e tiammit t ebant ur , qui provincias vis erent
e t quid de cui usque obse quio videre t ur refe rrent ,

t repidabant que gente s de aest imat ione singulorum
at nunc colimus e xte rnos e t adulamur

, e t quo modo
ad nut um ali cuius grate s , it a prompt ius accusat io

decernit ur . Dece rnat urque e t mane at provincia li
bus ius pot ent iam1 suamta l i modo ost ent andi : sed

la us fa lsa e t precibus e xpressa pe r inde cohibe at ur

quamma li tia , quam crudeli t as . Plura saepe pec

cantur , dum demeremur quam dum offendimus.

Qua edam immo vi rt ut es odio sunt , severit as ob

st inata , invi ct us adve rsum grat iam animus . Inde
ini tia magist rat uum nost rorumme liora fe rme e t

finis incli nat , damin modumcandidat orumsuffragia

conqui rimus : quae s i arceant ur , aequabilius atque
constantius provin ciae regent ur . Nam u t me tu
repe t undaruminfracta avaritia est , it a ve t it a gratia
rumact ione ambit io cohibebit ur .

”

XXI I . Magno adsensu ce lebrata sententia , non

t amen se natus consult umperfici pot u it , abnuent ibus
consulibus e a de re re latum. M cx auct ore principe
sanxere ,

ne quis ad concilium sociorum referre t

agendas apud senat umpro prae t oribus prove con

su libus gratis , neu quis e a lega t ione fungere t ur .

Isdem consulibus gymnas ium ict u fulminis con?

1 < ius> pot ent iamA . Schmidt : potent iamM ed . ,
pote

< st as sent e>nt iamM adr/ig.

1 Furneaux inst ances the cases ofPila t e , Herod Agrippa
(Acts xi i . Fe lix (XXIV. Festus (XXV .

2 XIV . 47 n .
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XXI. The re w as a day, indeed , when w e sent
not me re ly a prae tor or a consul , but private c itizens ,
t o vi s it the provi nce s and report upon t he loya lty
of e ach ; and nations awa ited in trepidation t he

ve rdi ct ofan individua l . But now w e court fore igne rs
w e flatte r them; and , as at t he nod ofone or othe r
among them, the re is decre ed a vote ofthanks , so
with more a lacrity—is decre ed an impe achment .
And le t it be decre ed ! Leave t he provincia ls t he

right t o adve rtise the i r powe r in that fashion ; but
se e that the se hol low compliments , elicited by the

entreatie s of the rece ive r , are repressed as ste rnly
as knave ry or crue lty . Often w e go furthe r astray
while w e ob l ige than whil e w e offend .

1 In fac t ,
ce rta in vi rtue s are a ground for hatred—unbending
strictness and a bre ast impregnable t o favouritism.

Hence , t he e arly days ofour officia ls are usua lly t he
be st ; the fa lli ng off is a t t he end , when w e beg in ,

like candidates , t o ca st about for vote s ; and i f that
practice is ve toed , t he province s wi l l be gove rned
with more ste adiness and consistency . For as

rapacity has been tamed by fe ar ofa tria l for e xtortion ,
so will canvass ing for popular ity be curbed by t he

prohib it ion ofvotes ofthanks .

XXI I . T he proposa l w as gre e ted with loud assent
it proved imposs ible , howeve r , t o comple te a de cre e ,
as the consuls declined t o admit that the re w as a

motion on the subj ect . Late r , a t t he sugge stion
of t he empe ror , a rule w as passed that no pe rson
should a t a provincia l die t propose t he presentation
in the senate ofan addre ss ofthanks t o a Ca e sarian
or senatoria l gove rnor , and that no one should unde r
take the dutie s ofsuch a deputation .

In the same consulate , the Gymnas ium2
w as struck
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flagravi t , effigiesque in eo Neronis ad informe aes

liquefact a . Et motu te rrae ce lebre Campaniae
oppidum Pompe i magna ex parte proru it . De
funct aque Vi rgo Vest alis Lae l ia , in cuius locum
Corne lia e x fami lia Cossorumcapta est .

XXI I I . M emmi o Regulo e t Ve rg inio Bufo consuli

bus natams ib i e x Poppae a fi liamNe ro ultra mort a le
gaudium accepit appe llavi t que August amdato e t

Poppaea e eodem cognoment o . Locus pue rpe rio
colonia Ant ium fui t , ubi i pse gene rat us e rat . Iam
senatus ut erumPoppaeae commendave rat dis vota
que publice susceperat , quae mult iplicat a e xsolut a

que . Et addi t ae supplica t iones t emplumque Fe

cundit at i e t ce rtamen ad e xemplar Act iacae re ligionis

de cre tum, ut que Fort unarumeffi gi es aure ae in solio
Capitolini Iovis locarent ur , ludicrum circense , u t

Iuli ae genti apud Bovillas , i t a Claudi ae Domit iaeque
apud Ant iumedere t ur . Quae fluxa fue re , qua rtum
intra meh semdefunct a infante . Rursusque exort ae

adulat iones censent iumhonoremdivae e t pulvinar
a edemque e t sacerdot em. Atque ipse ut lae t it iae ,

1 Seneca , wri t ing short ly aft er t he e vent , gives t he date as

Feb. 5 , 63 A .D . (Regulo ci Verginio consulibus , N.Q. VI .
2 Son or nephew of t he more not able P . Memmius Regulus

(V. 11
3 T he famous legat us ofUpperGermany, w ho, after crushing

the rising ofVindex , imperiumasseru i t , non sibi sed pa tria e.

”

Consul for t he t hird t ime in 97 A.D.
—u t summumfast igium

pri va t i hominis impleret , cum princip ia nolu isset , says the

younger Pliny , once his ward—he w as succeeded in t he offi ce

by T aci t us, w ho pronoun ced his funera l panegyric.

4 Quinquenni al games, athlet ic and mus ica l, inst it uted by
Augustus t o commemorat e his vict ory a t Act ium(Sept . 2 ,

3 1 and ce lebra t ed a t Nicopoli s (II. 53 T hey ranked,
like t he four nat ional fest ivals ofGreece , as a iepds aya

’

w .
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it a mae roris inmodicus eg it . Adnot a t umest , omni
senat u Ant iumsub recent empa rtumeffuso ,

Thra
se amprohib itum inmot o animo praenunt iam inmi
nent iscaedis cont ume liamexcepisse . Secut amdebino
vocemCaesaris ferunt qua re concili at umse T hrase ae

apud Senecamiact averit , ac SenecamCaesari gratula
t um: unde gloria egregiis vi ris e t pericula gliscebant .
XXIV . Inte r quae ve ris principio legat i Parthorum
mandata reg is Vologesis lit t erasque in e andem
formama t t ulere : se priora e t t ot iens iact at a supe r
opt inenda Armen ia nunc omit t ere , quon iam di ,

quamvis pot ent iumpopulorumarb itri , possess ionem
Parthis non s ine ignomi nia Romana t radidissent .

Nuper clausumTigranen ; post Pae t umlegionesque ,
cum opprime re posse t , incolumis dimisisse . Satis
adprobat amvim; datume t lenit at is e xperiment um.

Nee recusa t urumT iridat en accipiendo diademati in
urbem venire , ni s i sace rdot ii re ligione at t inere t ur .

It urumad signa e t effigies principis , ubi legionibus

coramregnumauspicare t ur .

XXV. T alibus Vologesis lit t eris, quia Pae t us

dive rsa tamquam rebus int egris scribebat , inte rro

gat us centurio , qui cum legat is advenerat , quo in
statu Armenia e sse t , omnis inde Romanos excessisse
respondit . T um int ellect o barbarum inrisu , qui

1 As a Magian he object ed to crossing t he sea , quoni am
expuere in maria a li isque nw rta lz

’

um necessi ta t ibus violare

na turameamfas non putant (Plin. H .N XXX . 2 ,
2 See chap . 29 below.
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t oo , showed himse lf as incont inent in sorrow as in joy.

It w as noted that when t he enti re senate stre amed
towards Ant ium shortly afte r t he b i rth , T hrase a ,
w ho w as forb idden t o attend , rece ived t he affront ,
prophe tic of his impending s laughte r , without
emotion . Shortly afte rwards , they say,

came a re

mark ofthe Cae sa r , in which he boasted t o Seneca
that he w as reconc iled t o T hrase a ; and Sene ca con

gratulated t he Cae sa r : an incident which incre ased
the fame ,

and the dange rs , ofthose eminentmen .

XXIV . Me anwhile , a t t he beg inning of spring ,

a Parthian legation brought a me ssage from King
Vologeses and a le tte r t o t he same purport : He

w as now dropping his e arlie r and often - vented cla ims
t o t he posse ss ion ofArmenia , s ince t he gods , a rb iters
oft he fate ofnations howe ve r powe rful , had trans
fe rred the owne rship t o Pa rthia , not without some
humi l iation t o Rome . Only re cently he had be

sieged Tigrane s : a l ittle late r
,
when he might have

crushed them,
he had re leased Pa e t us and t he

leg ions with the i r live s . He had sufficiently demon
st rat ed his powe r ; he had a lso given an e xample
ofhis clemency . Nor would T iridat es have declined
t o come t o Rome and re ce ive his diadem,

we re he not
deta ined byt he scruple s attaching t o his prie sthood 1

he would visit t he standards and the effigies oft he

empe ror , the re t o inaugurate his re ign in the pre sence
oft he legions .

” 2

XXV . As thismiss ive fromVologeses could not be

reconciled wi th Pa e t us ’ report , which spoke of t he

s ituation as sti ll uncompromised , the centurion w ho

had arrived with the deputie s w as e xamined on t he

condition ofArmeni a , and repli ed that all Romans had
left the country . T he i rony of t he barbarians in

2 53



THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

pe t erent quod eripuerant , consului t int e r primore s
civi t a tis Ne ro , be l lum anceps an pax inhonest a

placere t . Nec dub it at um de be l lo . Et Corbulo

milit umatque host iumt ot pe r annos gnarus gerendae
re i prae fi cit ur , ne cuius a lte rius inscit ia rursum
pe ccare t ur , quia Paeti p iguerat . Igitur inrit i re

mit t unt ur , cumdonis tamem, unde spe s fi ere t non

frustra e adem ora t urum T iridat en , s i preces ipse
a t t ulisse t . Sur iaeque e xe cut io 1 C. Cest io ,

2
copiae

mi lita re s Corbuloni permissae , e t quinta decuma legio
ducent e Mario Ce lso e Pannon ia adie ct a e st . Scrib i
t ur t e t rarchis ac regibus praefe ct isque e t procura
t oribus e t qui prae t orum fin it imas provincias rege
bant , iussis Corbulonis obse qui , in tantum fe rme
modum auct a pote state , quem populus Romanus
Cn . Pompe io be llum pirat icum gest uro dederat .

RegressumPa e t um, cumgraviora me t uere t , face t iis
insect ari satis habuit Cae sar , his fe rme ve rb is :
ignosce re se statim,

ne t am prompt us in pavorem
long iore solicit udine a egresce re t .

XXVI . At Corbulo quarta e t duodecuma legion i
bus, quae fortiss imo quoque amisso e t cete ris ext erri

1
execut io] iurisdi ct io M advig.

2 <C.> Nipp erdey, Gest io P ighius : cit io.

1 Probably son oft he previous year ’s consul . He served

fi rst Ga lba ,
t hen O t ho ,

wi t h equal courage , abili t y and honour ,

and w as a llowed hi s consula t e even by Vi te llius (H ist . I—II.

2 Vassa l prince s below the rank ofthe kings —for whom
see XIII . 7 , XIV . 6 . T he prefect s are t he commanders of

cohortes and a la e in t he sma ller provinces ; t he procura t ore ,”
t he gov ernors ofJudaea and Cappadocia . T he t erm prae tors
includes t he governors oft he more import ant provinces—not
only t he legat i pro praetore ofCili cia , Lyc ia , Pamphylia and
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t is parum habi le s proe lio videbant ur , in Suri am
t ransla t is , sext aminde ac t ert iamlegiones , integrum
mi litem e t crebris ac prosperis laboribus e xercit um,

in Armeniamducit . Addidi t que legionemquintam,

quae pe r Pont um agens e xpe rs cladis
'

fue rat , s imul
quint adecumanos recens adduct os e t ve xilla de

lect orum e x Illyrico e t Aegypt o , quodque a larum
cohort iumque , e t auxilia regum in unumconducta
apud M eli t enen , qua t ramit t e re Euphrat en parabat .

T umlust ra t um rite e xercit um ad cont ionemvocat
ordi t urque magnifica de auspic iis imperat oris re

busque a se gest is , adve rsa in inscit iam Paet i
declinans, multa auct orit a t e , quae vi ro mi lita ri pro
facundi a e rat .
XXVI I . Mox ite r L . Lucullo quondampene t rat um,

apert is quae ve tustas obsaepse rat , pergit . Et

venient is T iridat is Vologesisque de pace legatos
haud aspernat us , adiungit i is cent uriones cum
mandat is non inmit ibus nec enimadhuc eo vent um,

ut c e rtamine e xtremo opus e sset . Multa Romani s
se cunda , quaedam Part his evenisse , documento
adve rsus superbiam. Proinde e t T iridat i conduce re
in t act um vast at ionibus regnum dono accipe re , e t

Vologesen me li us socie t ate Romana quam damnis
mut uis genti Part horumconsult urum. Scire , quan

1 In his advance on T igranocert a in 69 His rout e is only
vaguely indica t ed in Plut . W . 24 fi n.
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demora l i zation of t he re st , transfe rred them t o

Syria ; whence he took the sixth and third leg ions ,
fre sh troops , se asoned by nume rous and succe ssful
labours , and led theminto Arme nia . He re inforced
themwith the fifth , which through be ing sta tioned
in Pontus had e scaped the di sast e r ; a lso with t he

men ofthe fifte enth , re cently brought up , and picked
de tachments from I llyricum and Egypt ; w i th the

whole of the a l l ied horse and foot ; and with the

auxiliarie s of t he tributary prince s , concentrated
at Me li tene , whe re he w as making ready for t he
passage of the Euphrate s . Then , afte r the usua l
lustration , he convoked t he army for an addre ss ,
and opened with a florid re fe rence t o the auspice s
of the empe ror and his ow n e xploits , the re ve rse s
be ing attributed t o the incompe tence of Pa e t uS °

all with a we ight which in a profe ssiona l soldie r w as

a fa i r substitute for e loquence .

XXVI I . Soon , he took the road a long which Lucius
Lucullus had once pene trated ,1 first cle aring the

parts which time had obstructed . On t he arrival of
envoys fromVologeses and T irida t e s t o di scuss a

peace , inste ad ofrej e cting the i r ove rture s , he sent
back in the i r company a fe w centurions with in

st ruct ions not unconcili atory in tone Formatte rs
had not ye t come t o a pass whe re w ar t o the b itte r
end w as ne ce ssary . Rome had be en favoured with
many succe sse s , Pa rthia with a fe w , so that both had
re ce ive d a le sson aga inst arrogance . Not only ,
the refore , w as it t o the advantage ofT irida t e s t o

accept the free gift of a re a lmuntouched by the

ravage r , bu t Vologeses would be tte r consult the

inte re st ofthe Pa rthian nation by an a l l iance with
Rome than by a policy of re ciproca l inj ury . He
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t um intus discordiarum quamque indomit as e t

praeferoces na t iones regere t : contra impe ratori suo
immot am ub i que pacem e t unum id be llum e sse .

S imul consi l io te rrorem adice re , e t megist anes
Armenios , qui primi a nobi s defecerant , pe llit sedibus ,

caste l la corume xcindit , plana edita , va li dos invalidos
ue pari me tu comple t .

XXVI I I . Non infensum nec cum host ili odio
Corbulonis nomen e tiambarbaris habebat ur , eoque

cons i li um e ius fidum credebant . Ergo Vologeses

ne que a t rox in summam,
e t qu ibusdampraefect uris

indut ias pe tit : T iridat es locumdiemque conloqui o

poscit . Tempus propinquum, locus , in quo nupe r

obsessae cum Paeto legione s e rant , barbaris
1 de

lect us est ob memoriamlae t ioris ibi 2 re i , Corbuloni 3
non vit a t us ut dissimi lit udo fort unae gloriamaugere t .

Neque infami a Pae ti angebat ur, quod eo maxime
pat u it , quia fi lio e ius tribuno duceremanipulos atque
operire re li quias ma lae pugnae imperavit . Die

pacta Tibe rius Ale xande r , inlust ris e que s Romanus ,

min iste r bello dat us , e t Vinicianus Annius , gene r
Corbulonis , nondumsenatoria a et at e , set pro legato

1 barbaris Doederle in cumbarbaris.

2 lae t ioris ibi] lae t iori sibi M cd.

1
, lae t ioris sibi M ed.

3 Corbulon i Agricola : Corbulo.

1 XI. 9 n.

2 T i . Julius Alexander, nephew ofPhi lo Judaeus, bu t a

pagan ; procura t or of Judaea in 46 A .D. , prefect of Egypt
twenty - one years la t er ; t ook t he ini t ia t ive in procla iming
Vespas ian (July 1, 69 lieu t enant -

general ofT itus a t t he
sieeg ofJerusa lem. He is t he Arabarches —cu ius ad ejfigiem
non tantummeierefas est—oi Juv . I . 30 , t hough t he t it le in
rea li ty w as borne by his fat her Alexander Lysimachus.
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quin t ae legioni inposit us , in castra Tiridat is vene re ,

honori e ius ac ne me t uere t ins idias ta li pignore ;
viceni dehinc e qui te s adsumpt i . Et viso Corbulone

re x prior e quo desilui t ; nec cunct a t us Corbulo , sed

pede s ut erque dext erasmiscuere .

XXIX . Exim Romanus laudat iuvenem omissis

praecipit ibus tuta e t salut aria capessent em. I lle

de nob i litate gene ris multum praefat us, cete ra

t emperant er adiung it : it urumquippe Komamlatu
rumque novum Caesari de cus , non adve rsis Par

t horum rebus supplicem Arsaciden . T um placu it

T iridat en pone re apud effigiem Caesaris ins igne

regium nec nisi manu Neronis resumere ; e t con

loqu iumosculo fin it um. De in paucis diebus inte r

ie ct is,magna ut rimque specie , inde eque s compositus

per turmas e t insignibus pat riis , hinc agmina legio
numst e t e re fulgent ibus aqu ilis signisque e t simulacris
deum in modum templi : medio tr ibuna l sedem
curulem e t sede s effigiemNeronis sust inebat . Ad

quamprogressus T iridat es , caesis e x more vict imis ,
sublat um capiti di adema imagini subiecit , magnis
apud cunct os animorum mot ibus , quos augebat

insita adhuc oculis exercit uumRomanorumcaedes

aut obsidio . At nunc ve rsos cas us it urumT iridat en
ost ent u i gentibus ,

quantominus quamcapt ivum?
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and acting legate in command of t he fifth l egion ,
ente red the camp ofT irida t e s, partly out ofcompli
ment t o him, but a lso , bysuch a pledge , t o remove all

fe a r of treache ry . O n e ach side twenty mounted
men we re then taken into attendance . O n de s

crying Corbulo , the king w as the first t o le ap fromhis
horse ; Corbulo w as not slow t o follow , and t he pa i r
clasped hands on foot .
XXIX . T he Roman then pra ised t he youngmona rch ,

w ho had rej ected adventure and w as choos ing the

safe and sa lutary course : the othe r , afte r a long pre
face on t he nobility ofhis fami ly , proce eded tempe r
ate ly He would go ,

he sa id , t o Rome and

carry the Cae sa r a ne w di stinction—an Arsaci d in t he
gui se ofa suppliant , though t he fortun e s ofPa rthia
we re unclouded . It w as the n arranged that Tiri
date s should laythe emblemofhi s roya lty be fore the
statue ofthe empe ror , t o re sume it only fromthe hand
ofNe ro and the dia logue w as closed bya ki ss . Then ,

a fte r a fe w days inte rva l , came an impre ssive page ant
on both side s : on the one hand , cava lry ranged in
squadrons and carrying the i r na tiona l de corations ;
on the othe r , columns oflegionarie s standing amid
a glitte r ofe agle s and standards and effigie s ofgods
which gave the scene some re semblance t o a temple
in the centre , the tribuna l susta ined a curule cha i r ,
and t he cha i r a statue ofNe ro . T o this T irida t es
advanced , and , afte r the usua l sacrifice of vi ctims ,
lifted the di ademfromhis he ad and pla ced it a t the
fe e t oft he image a rousing among a ll pre sent a de ep
emotion incre a sed by the picture of the s laughte r
or siege ofRoman a rmie s which w as sti ll imprinted
on the i r eye s But now the tide had turne d :
T iridat es w as about t o depart (how l ittle le ss than a

captive !) to be a gazing - stock t o the nations !
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XXX . Addidit gloriae Corbulo comi t at emepulas

que ; e t rogitante rege causas , quotiens novum
a li quid advert erat , ut initia vigili arumper centuri
onemnunt iari , conviviumbucina dimit t i e t st ruct am
ante augura le a ramsubdi t a face accendi , cunct a in
ma i us attollens adrnira t ione prisci moris adfecit .

Poste ro die spatium oravit , quo tantum it ine ris

adit urus fratre s ante mat remque visere t ; obsidem
int ere a fi liamt radit li t t erasque supplice s ad Neronem.

XXXI . Et digressus Pacorumapud Medos , V0 10
ge sen Ecbat anis repperit , non incuriosumfrat ris :

quippe e t propri is nunt iis a Corbulone pe t ierat , ne

quam imaginem servi t ii T iridat es pe rferre t neu

fe rrumt radere t aut complexu provincias opt inent ium
a rcere t ur foribusve corum adsist ere t , t ant usq ue e i

Romae quant us consulibus honor e sse t . Scil ice t
e xte rnae superbiae sue t o non inerat notitia nostri ,
apud quos vis impe ri i va le t , inamia t rami t t unt ur .

XXXI I . Eodem anno Caesa r nat iones Alpium
marit imarum in ius Lat ii t ranst uli t . Equ it um
Romanorum locos sedi libus plebis ant eposu it apud
circum; namque ad e am di em indiscre ti inibant ,

1 In hi s ow n kingdom: see chap. 2 n .

2 T he summer residence ofthe Arsa cids , in Great er Media ;
now Hamadan .

3 T he na t iona l S&b1‘6—M €d t¢8 acinaces . T irida t es cont rived
to re t ain it ev en in t he presence ofNero , t hough he first gave

securi t y for his int ent ions byna iling the blade t o t he scabbard

(I) . Cass. LXIII . 2
4 A diminut ive procura t oria l province , da t ing from14 B .C.

and lying north ofNice on each side ofthe Var.

5 A part ia l cit izenshi p , which had ceased since t he Social
War t o exist in It aly but w as valued in t he provinces as a st age
t owards t he full franchi se .

6 Claudius propria sena toribus const i tui t loca , promisee
sp ec/a re galizia (Suet . Cla ud . 21 ; D. Cass. LX . and Nero
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quia lex Boscia nihil n isi de quat t uordec imordin ibus

sanxit . Spect acula gladiat orum idemannus habuit
pari magnificent ia ac priora ; sed feminarum in

lust rium senat orumque plures pe r arenam foedat i

sunt .
XXXI I I . C . Laecanio M . Licin io consulibus

acriore in die s cupidine adigebat ur Ne ro promiscas
scaenas frequent andi . Namadhuc per domumaut

hortos cecine ra t 1 Iuvena libus ludis , quos ut pa rum
ce lebre s e t t ant ae voci augustos spernebat . Non

t amen Romae incipe re ausus Ne apolimquas i Grae
cam urbem de legit : inde init ium fore , ut trans
gressus in Achaiam insignisque e t ant iqu it us sacras
coronas adept us ma iore fama studia civiume licere t .

Ergo cont ract um oppidanorum vulgus , e t quos e

proximis coloniis e t muncipiis e i us re i fama accive rat ,

quique Caesarem per honorem aut va rios usus
sect ant ur , e tiammilit ummanipuli , the atrumNea

polit anorumcomplent .

XXXIV . Illic , plerique ut arbit rabant ur , triste , ut

ipse , providumpot ius e t secundis numinibus evenit

nam egre sso qui adfuerat populo vacuum e t sine
ullius noxa the atrum conlapsum est . Ergo per

conposit os cantus grate s dis atque ipsam recent is

cas us fort unamce lebrans pe t it urusquemaris Hadriae

1
cecinera t <aut> Haase .

1 In hi s pri vat e t hea t re (XIV. 15
2 Celest ial,” according t o his admirers (XVI . weak

and husky, ” according t o Dio and Sue toni us (LXI. 20 ; Ner.

T he Philost rat ean Nero, print ed w i t h Lucian, is more
judicia l —M € v.

'

H q w
‘

) M ova a
'

w w , 83 73V p ovoop a ve?
m3 ; éxec T o?) r vpavvcp ; M o v o . e

’

xefvog ye , (BMa e
'

Kpa
‘

r eg , 0 171's Oa vp a afw g 5x6 1. 7 0 6 (fiae
'

yp a fog 0 171 6 ‘

yekofw s
'

Kr é.

2 T he t ow n w as a founda t ion of t he Cha lcidian colony
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s the provisions ofthe Roscian law applied only t o
c fourte en rows . ” T he same ye ar witne sse d

ber ofgladiatoria l shows , e qua l inmagnificence
t o the i r prede ce ssors , though more women ofrank
and senators disgraced themse lve s in t he a rena .

XXXI I I . In the consula te of Ga ius Lae can ius
and Ma rcus Lic in ius , a de sire that grew e ve ry day
sha rpe r impe lled Ne ro t o appe a r regularly on the

publ i c stage—hithe rto he had sung in his pa lace or

his gardens a t the Juven i le Game s ,1 which now he

began t o scorn as thin ly atte nded functions , t oo
circumscribed for so ample a voice .

2 Not da ring ,

howe ve r , t o take the first step a t Rome , he fixed
upon Naple s as a Gre ek city 3

a fte r somuch pre face ,
he refl ected , he might cross into Acha ia , win t he

glorious and time - ha llowed crowns ofsong ,
and the n ,

with he ightened reputation , e lic it the plaudits ofhis
countrymen . Accordingly , a mob which had be en
col le cted from the town ,

toge the r with spe ctators
draw n byrumours ofthe e vent fromthe ne ighbouring
coloni e s and muni cipa li tie s , the suite which a ttends
the empe ror whe the r in compliment or upon various
dutie s , and , in addition , a fe w maniple s ofso ldi e rs ,
fil led the Ne apoli tan the atre .

XXXIV . The re an incident took place , sini ste r
in the eye s ofmany , providentia l and a mark of

divine favour in those of t he sove re ign ; for, afte r
the audi ence had le ft , the the atre , now empty ,
collapsed without inj ury t o anyone . The re fore ,

ce lebrating in a se t ofve rse s his gratitude t o He aven ,

toge the r with the happy course ofthe late accident ,
Ne ro—now bent on crossing the Adriatic—came t o

Cumae , and re t a ined some of it s Greek charact erist ics even

in t o the Middle Ages.
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t ra iect us apud Benevent um inte rim consedit , ubi

g ladiat oriummunus a Va t inio ce lebre edeba t ur.

Vat inius inte r foedissima e ius aulae ostenta fuit ,
sut rina e tabe rnae a lumnus , corpore de t ort o , face t i is

scurrilibus ; primo in cont ume lias adsumpt us , dehinc
opt imi cuiusque crimina t ione e o usque valu it , ut

gratia , pe cun ia , vi noce ndi e tiamma los praemine re t .

XXXV . Eius munus fre quentanti Ne roni ne inte r
vo lupt at es quidem a sce le ribus cessaba t ur . Isdem
quippe i ll is diebus T orqua t us Silanus mori adigit ur ,
quia supe r Iuniae fami li a e clarit udinem divum
August um abavumfe rebat . Iussi accusat ores oh

icere prodigum largit ionibus , neque a l iam spem
quam in rebus novis e sse : quin in t e r libe rt os l

habe re , quos ab epist ulis e t libe llis e t ra t ion ibus

appe lle t , nomina summae curae e t medit ament a .

Turn intimus quisque libe rt orumvinct i abrept ique .

Et cumdamna t io inst are t , brachiorumvenas T orqua
tus int erscidi t . Secut aque Ne ronis oratio e x more ,

quamvis sont em e t de fens ioni me rito diffisum
vict urum t amen fuisse . si clement iam iudicis

exspect asse t .

XXXVI . Ne cmulto post omissa in prae sens Acha ia
(causae in ince rto fue re ) urbem re visit , provincias
O rient is ,maxime Aegypt um, secre t is imaginat ionibus

qu in int er libert os Andresen : quine innobiles M cd .
,
a li i

1 In Samniumon t he Appian Way, by which Nero w as

t rave lling t o Brundisium.

2 Lit t le e lse is known ofhim: see Hist . l . 37 , Dia l. 11, D.

Cass. LXIII . 15 . His name w as a t t ached t o a cheap and pre

§
1m
a
bly grot esque type of ca lix (Juv . V 46 ; Mart . X . 3

IV 96
3 XII. 58 n.

4 See XI. 29 , wi th the notes, and XVI. 8.
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ag itans . Debino edicto t est ifi ca t us non longamsui
absent iamet cunct a in re publica pe rinde immota ac

prospe ra fore , supe r e a profec t ione adiit Capitol ium.

Illic vene rat us deos , cumVest ae quoque templum
inisse t , re pente cunct os per artus tremens , seu

numine e xt errent e , seu facinorum recorda t ione

numquamtimore vacuus . dese ru it incept um, cunct as

s ibi curas amore patriae leviores dict it ans. Vidisse

ma estos c iviumvu lt us , audire se cretas querimonias

quod tantumitineris 1 adit urus e sse t , cui us nemodicos
quidemegressus t o le rarent , sue t i adve rsumfortuita
aspect u principis refove ri . Ergo ut in privat is

necessit udinibus proxima pignora praevalerent , it a
in re publica

2 populum Romanum vim plurimam
habe re parendumque re t inent i . Hae c atque tal ia

plebi volent ia fue re , volupt a t um cupidine e t , quae

praecipua cura e st , re i frument ariae angustias si

abesse t , me t uent i . Senatus e t primore s in ince rto
e rant , procu l an corama t rocior habe re t ur : debino ,

quae natura magni s t imoribus , de t erius credebant

quod evenerat .

XXXVII . Ipse quo fidemadqu irere t nihil usquam
pe rinde lae tum s ibi , publicis locis st ruere convivia

1 < it ineris> Ha lm(after Hehmus) .
2 < in re p.> Wa rm.

2 68



BOOK XV. xxxv i .
- xxxvn .

Egypt in particula r. Then a fte r a sse ve ra ting byedict
that his absence would not be for long , and that a ll
departments ofthe state would rema in as stable and

prospe rous as e ve r , he repa i red t o the Capito l in
conne ction with his depar t ure . The re he pe rformed
his de votions ; but , when he ente red the temple of

Ve sta a lso , he began t o quake in e ve ry limb , possibly
fromte rror inspire d byt he de ity , or possib ly be cause
the memory ofhis crime s ne ve r le ft himde void of

fe a r . He abandoned his proj e ct , the re fore , with
the e xcuse that a ll his inte re sts we ighed lighte r
wi th himthan the love ofhis fathe rland He had

se en the dej e cted looks ofhis countrymen : he could
he ar the ir whispe red compla ints aga inst t he long
journey soon t o be unde rtaken by one whose most
limited e xcursions we re insupportable t o a people
in t he habi t ofdrawing comfort unde rmi sfortune from
the sight of the i r empe ror . Consequently , as in
private re lationships the ne are st pledge s ofaffe ction
we re the de are st , so in pub li c affa i rs t he Roman
people had the first ca l l , and hemust yie ld if it wi shed
him t o stay . The se and simi lar profe ssions we re
much t o t he taste oft he populace with its passion
for amusements and its dre ad ofa shortage ofcorn
(a lways t he chie f preoccupation) in the e vent ofhis
absence . T he sena te and high ar istocracy we re in
doubt whe the r his crue lty w as more formidab le
at a di stance or at close quarte rs : in the upshot , as
i s inevitable in all gre at te rrors , they be lie ved t he

worse possibi l ity t o be t he one which had be come a

fact .

XXXVI I . He himse lf, t o cre ate the impre ssion
that no place gave hime qua l ple asure with Home ,
began t o se rve banque ts in t he publ ic place s and t o
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t ot aque urbe quas i domo uti . Et ce leberrimae luxu
famaque epulae fue re , quas a T igellino parat as u t

e xemplum referam,
me saepius e ademprodigen t ia

narranda s it . Igitur in st
‘

agno Agrippa e fabrica t us

e st ratem, cui superposit um convivium na vium
a liarum t ract u movere t ur . Nave s auro e t ebore

dist inct ae , remigesque e xole t i pe r a e t at es e t sc ient iam
libidinumcomponebant ur . Volucris e t fe ras dive rsis
e te rr is e t animalia maris Oce ano abusque pe t ive rat .

Crepidinibus stagni lupana ria adst abant inlust ribus

feminis comple ta , e t contra scorta visebant ur nudis
corporibus. Iam gestus mot usque obsceni ; e t

post quam tenebrae incedebant , quantum iuxt a

nemoris e t c ircumiect a tecta consonare cantu e t

luminibus clare scere . Ipse per licita atque inlicit a

foedat us nihil fi agit ii reliqu e ra t , quo corrupt ior

agere t , n is i paucos post die s uni e x i l lo contamina
torumgrege (nomen Pyt hagorae fuit) inmodumsol

lemniumconiugiorumdenupsisse t . Indit umimpe ra
tori flammeum,mi ss i 1 auspice s , dos e t genialis torus
e t face s nuptia les , cunct a deni que spect at a , quae
e tiamin femina nox ope rit .

XXXVI I I . Se qu itur clades , forte an dolo principis
incert um (nam ut rumque auctore s prodidere ) , sed

omnibus , quae huic urbi pe r violent iam ignium

1 missi Frobeniana misit M cd . , v isi Rhena nus .

1 T he exa ct sit e is not de t ermined.

2 II . 14 n .

3 T hose w ho survive follow t he more sensa t iona l version
(Sue t . Ner. 38 ; D. Cass. LXII . 16 ; Plin . H .N . XVII . 1, 5 ;

[Sen ] Oct . 83 1 T here is obviously no possibili ty of

deciding t he quest ion.
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accide runt , gravior atque at roc ior . Init ium in e a

parte ci rci ort um, quae Pa lat ino Cae lioque mont ibus
contigua e st , ub i pe r tabe rnas , quibus id me rci
monium ine rat , quo flamma ali t ur , simul coept us

ign is e t statimva l idus ac vento ci tus longit udinem
circi corripui t . Ne que enim domus muniment is
saept ae ve l templamur is c inct a aut quid aliudmorae
int eriacebat . Impe tu pervagat um incendiumplana
primum, de inde in edita adsurgens e t rursus infe riora

populando , ant e iit remedia ve locitatema l i e t obnoxia
urbe a rt is it ineribus hucque e t illuc flex is atque
enormibus vi c is , qualis vetus Roma fuit . Ad hoc
lamenta pavent ium feminarum, fessa 1

aut rudis
pueri t i ae

2
ae tas , quique s ib i quique ali is consulebant .

dum trahun t invalidos aut oppe riunt ur , pars mora ,
pars fest inans , cunct a impediebant . Et saepe ,

dum in te rgum respe ctant , lat eribus aut fronte
c ircumveniebant ur , vel si in proxima evaserant

i lli s quoque igni corrept is, e tiam quae longinqua
crediderant in eodemcasu reperiebant . Postremo
quid vit arent qui d pe t erent amb igui , comple re vi as ,

ste rni per agros ; qu idamami ssis omnibus fort unis,
di urni quoque victus ,

3
a li i carit a t e suorum, quos

e ripere nequiverant , quamvis patente e ifugio inte ri
e re . Nec quisquam defende re audebat , crebris

1 fessa L ip sius fessa ae t a te .

2 [pueri t ia e]Haace.

3
v ictus < egeni>

1 Simila r descript ions are common . T he t ow n , in fact , w as,
as Livy put s it , buil t promiscuously aft er t he Ga llic disaster
of390 B .C . (V. and t hemeanness ofit s appearance st ruck

t he Greeks forcibly (XL .
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be fa l len this city by t he ravage s offi re . It took its
rise in t he part oft he Circus touchi ng t he Pa latine
and Cae li an Hills ; whe re , among the shops packed
with inflammable goods , t he conflagra t ion broke out ,

gathe red strength in t he same moment , and, im
pe lled by t he wind , swept the full length of the

Circus : for the re we re ne ithe r mansions scre e ned
byboundary wa lls , nor temples surrounded by stone
enclosure s , nor obstacle s ofany description , t o bar

its progress . T he flames , which in full care e r ove r
ran t he le ve l districts first , then shot up t o t he he ights ,
and sank aga in t o harry t he lowe r parts , kept ahead
of a ll remedi a l measures , t he mischie f trave lling
fast , and t he town be ing an e asy prey owing t o the
narrow , tw i sting lane s and formless stree ts typica l
ofold Rome .

1 In addition , shrieking and te rrified
women ; fugitive s stricken or immature in years ;
men consulting the i r ow n safe ty or t he safety of

othe rs , as they dragged t he infirma long or paused
t o wai t for them, comb ined by the i r di latorine ss or
the i r haste t o impede e ve rything . Often , while
they glanced back t o the re ar , they we re attacked
on t he flanks or in front ; or , i f they hadmade the i r
e scape into a ne ighbouring quarte r , that a lso w as

involved in t he flame s , and e ven di str icts which they
had be li e ved remote fromdange r we re found t o be
in the same pl ight . At last , irre solute what t o avoid
or what t o se ek , they crowded into the roads or threw
themse lves down in t he fie lds : some w ho had lost
the whole ofthe i rme ans— the i r da i ly bre ad included
—chose t o di e ,

though t he w ay ofe scape w as open ,

and we re fo llowed by othe rs , through love for the
re latives whom they had proved unable t o re scue .

None ventured t o combat the fire , as the re we re
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mult orumminis rest inguere prohibent ium, e t quia
a li i pa lamface s iaciebant atque e sse s ibi auct orem
vociferabant ur , s ive ut raptus licent ius e xercerent

seu iussu .

XXXIX . E0 in tempore Ne ro Anti i agens non

ante in urbemregressus est , quamdomui e i us , qua
Pa lat iume t M aecena t is hortos cont inuave rat , ignis
prop inquare t . Ne que tamems isti pot uit , quin e t

Pa lat ium e t domus e t cunct a circumhaurirent ur.

Sed solaciumpopulo ex t urbat o ac profugo campum
Mart is ac monumenta Agrippae , hortos quin e tiam
suos pat efec it e t subit aria aedificia e xst rux it , quae
mult it udineminopemacciperent ; subve ct aque uten
silia ab Ostia e t propinquis municipi is , pre t iumque
frumenti minutumusque ad te rnos nummos. Quae
quamquam popularia in inrit um cadebant , quia
pervasera t rumor ipso tempore flagrant is urbis inisse
eum dome sticam scaenam e t cecinisse T roianum
e xcidi um, praesentia ma la ve t ust is cladibus

adsimu lant em.

XL . Se xto demumdie apud imas Esquilias finis
incendio factus , prorut is per inmensuin aedificiis , ut

1 Sue t oni us ismore circumst ant ia l incendi t urbem,

tampa lamut plerique consula res cubicula rz
’

os e ius , cumstappa

Iaeda que in pra ed i is suis deprehensos , non a tt igerint (Ner.

Wha t ever t he wort h oft he st a t ement s, it is clear t hat , if t he
t own w as fired de libera t e ly , no part icula r secrecy w as

a t t empt ed : for t heremust have been a fullmoon on t he night
before the out break (July 17

2 On the Esquiline , and now imperia l propert y . T he hous e—domus transi toria (Sue t . Ner. 3 1)—rose fromit s ashes as t he
Golden House see chap . 42 .

3 T he grea t buildings erected by Agrippa , at the height of
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cont inuae viole nt i a e campus e t ve lut vacuumcae lum
occurre re t . Ne cdum posit us

1 metus aut redierat

p lebi spes
2

rursumgrassat us ignis pat ulis magis
urbis locis , e oqu e strage s homi nummi nor : de lubra
deume t porticus amoenit at i dicat ae lat ius procidere .

Plusque infami ae id incendiumhabuit , quia praediis
T ige llini Aemilianis proruperat ; videbat urque Ne ro
condendae urbi s novae e t cognoment o suo appe l
landae g loriamquaerere . Quippe in regiones quat
t uordecimRoma dividit ur , quarumquat t uor int egrae
manebant , tres solo tenus de iect ae : septemre liquis

pauca te ctorum ve stigia supererant , lace ra e t

semust a .

XLI. Domuume t insu larum‘

e t t emplorum, quae
amissa sunt , numeruminire haud prompt umfue ri t :
sed ve t ust issima re ligione , quod Se rvius Tullius
Lunae , e t magna ara fanumque , quae prae senti
Herculi Arcas Evande r sacraverat , a edesque St at oris
Iovis vota Romulo Numaeque regia e t de lubrum
Ve st ae cumPenat ibus populi Romani e xust a ; iam
ope s t ot vict oriis quaesit ae e t G raecarum a rtium
decora . e ximmonumenta ingeniorum antiqua e t

incorrupta , ut 3 quamvis in tanta resurgent is urbis
1
positus J acob post .

2
redierat plebi s<pes> M advig rediebat lehis M ed .

( w i th spacefor three letters left vacant ) .
3 <ut > B alm.

1 T he exact site is uncert ain
2 T he t it le cont empla ted w as supposed t o be Neronopolis

(Sue t . Ner . Commodus, faced by a similar problem, de

cided w i th more originalit y for Colonia Commodiana .

3 Bo th t he archaeologica l and t he lit erary evidence show thi s
assert ion to be t oo sweeping .

4 T he temple of Luna stood on t he Avent ine ; the Ara
Maxims. and temple ofHercules, in the ForumBoarium; that
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opposing t o the unabated fury oft he flame s a cle a r
tract ofground and an open hori zon . But fea r had
not ye t be en la id aside ,

nor had hope ye t re turned
t o the people , when t he fi re re sume d its ravage s ;
in t he le ss conge sted pa rts of t he city , howe ve r ;
so that , while the tol l ofhuman life w as not so great ,
the de struction oftemple s and ofporticoe s dedicated
t o pleasure w as on a wide r sca le . T he se cond fi re
produced t he greate r scanda l oft he t w o , as it had
broken out on the Aemilian prope rty 1 ofTige llinus
and appe a rance s suggested that Ne ro w as se eking
t he glory offoundi ng a ne w capita l and endowing it
with his ow n name .

2 Rome , in fact , is di vided into
fourteen reg ions , of which four rema ined intact ,
while thre e we re la id le ve l with t he ground : in t he
othe r se ven nothing survi ved but a few di lapidated
and ha lf- burned re lics ofhouse s .

3

XLI. It would not be e asy t o attempt an e stimate
of the private dwe llings , tenement - blocks , and

temple s , which we re lost ; but t he flame s consumed ,
in the i r old- world sanctity , the temple dedica ted

'

t o Luna bySe rvi us Tullius , t he gre at a ltar and chape l
ofthe Arcadian Evande r t o the Pre sent He rcule s ,
the shrine ofJupite r Stator vowed by Romulus , t he
Pa lace ofNuma , and the holy place ofVe sta with t he
Penate s ofthe Roman people .

4 T o the se must be
added the precious trophies w on upon so many
fie lds , the glorie s ofGre ek art , and ye t aga in the

primitive and uncorrupted memoria ls of li te rary
genius 5

so that , de spite t he striking be auty ofthe

ofJupit er St a tor. t he Regia , and t he shrine ofVest a , on the
nort hern side oft he Pa la t ine .

5 T he na t ural inference , though di rect ev idence is lacking,
is that t he Pala t ine Library had suffered in t he fire .
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pulchrit udine multa s eniore s meminerint , quae
reparari nequ ibant . Fue re qui adnot arent XIIII Kal.
Se xtile s princip ium incendii hu ius ort um, quo e t

Senone s captam urbem inflammave rint . Alii e o

usque cura progress i sunt , ut totidem annos men
sisque e t die s inte r u t raque incendia numerent .

XLI I . Ce te rum Ne ro usus e st patriae ruinis

e xst ruxit que domum, in qua haud pe rinde gemmae
e t aurummiraculo essent , sol ita pridem e t luxu
lgat a , quam arva e t stagna e t in modum sol i

t udinumhino s ilvae , inde ape rta spatia e t prospectus .

magist ris e t machinat oribus Se vero e t Ce le re , quibus
ingen iume t audacia e ra t e tiam, quae natura dene
gavisse t , per a rtem t empt are e t viribus principis

inludere . Namque ab lacu Ave rno navigabilem
fossamusque ad ostia Tibe rina depressuros promi
se rant , squalent i l itore aut pe r montis adve rsos .
Ne que enima liud umidumgignendis aqu is occurr it
quam Pompt inae pa lude s cete ra abrupta aut

arent ia , ac s i perrumpi possent , int olerandus labor

1 Rome w as fired by t he Gauls aft er Allia in 390 B .C . , and

the 454 years separa t ing t he t w o conflagrat ions may be re

solved, t hough not exact ly , int o 418 years, 418 mont hs ,

418 days. T he sent ence , whi ch had baffled Lipsius and

succeeding edi t ors, w as expla ined in 1843 byGrot efend .

2 T he ce lebra t ed Domus Aurea , whi ch moved t he emperor
t o t he admission tha t he had begun t o be housed like a human

be ing.

”
It s short - lived splendours are ca t a logued bySuetonius

(Ner. 31 ) amodern monograph isWeege
’

s Das Goldene Haa s

deg Nero, 1913 . It w as demoli shed by Vespasian , and hi s

Colosseumnow occupies perhaps one - t ent h ofit s area .

2 78



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

nec satis causae . Ne ro t amen , u t e rat incredibilium
cupit or , effodere proxima Ave rno iuga conisus est ,

manent que ve stigia inrit ae spe i .

XLI I I . Cete rum urb i s quae domui supererant

non , ut post Ga l li ca incendia , nulla dist inct ione ne c

passim e re cta , sed dimensis vicorum ordinibus e t

latis Viarumspat iis cohibit aque aedi ficiorumalt it u

dine ac pa t efact is a re is addit isque port icibus , quae
front eminsularumprot egerent . Eas porticus Ne ro
sua pe cunia exst ruct urumpurgat asque areas dominis
t radit urum pollicit us est . Addidi t praemia pro

cu iusque ordine e t re i familia ris copiis , finivit que

tempus , intra quod efl
'

ect is domibus aut insulis

apiscerent ur . Rude ri accipiendo O st iensis pa lude s
dest inabat , utique naves , quae frumentum Tibe ri
subvect assent , onust ae rude re decurrerent , aedific ia
que ipsa ce rta sui parte s ine t rabibus saxo Gabino
Albanove solidarent ur , quod is lapis ignibus impervius
est ; iam aqua privat orum licent ia inte rcepta quo

largior e t pluribus locis in publi cumfluere t , custode s
adessent ;

1
e t subs idia reprimendis ignibus in pro

patulo qui sque habe re t ; nec communione parie t um,

sed propriis quaeque muris ambirent ur .

2 Ea e x

ut ilit at e accepta decoremquoque novae urb i at tule re .

1 <adessent> Jackson , <essent> M advig.

2
nec ambirentur]. Pla usiblytransposedbyNipp erdey,

tofollow impervius est above .

1 T he object , apart fromt he dra in ing oft he Marshes w as t o

enable t he grainshjps t o avoid 125miles ofopen and dangerous

coast .

2 T w o kinds of t he volcanic peperino of t he Campagna
t he la t t er quarried in the Alban hills, the former in the level
be tween T ivoli and Frasca t i .
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sufficient motive e xisted .

1 None t he le ss , Ne ro ,

w ith his passion for the incre dible , made an effort
t o tunne l the he ights neare st t he Ave rnus , and

some e vidence s ofthat futi le ambit ion survi ve .

XLI I I . In t he capita l , howe ve r , t he districts
spared by the pa lace we re rebui lt , not , as afte r the
Ga l l ic fi re

,
indi scriminate ly and pie ceme a l , bu t in

measured line s ofstre e ts , with broad thoroughfare s ,
bui ldings of re stricted he ight , and open space s ,
while colonnade s we re added as a prote ction t o t he

front of the tenement - blocks . These colonnade s
Ne ro offe red t o e re ct at his ow n e xpense , and a lso
t o hand ove r t he building- s ite s , clea r of rubbish ,
t o t he owne rs . He made a further offe r ofrewards ,
proportioned t o the rank and re source s ofthe various
cla imants , and fixed a te rmwith in which house s or

blocks of tenements must be comple ted , i f t he

bounty w as t o be se cured . As the re ce ptacle oft he

re fuse he settled upon t he Ost ian Ma rshe s , and gave
orde rs that ve sse ls w hich had carried gra in up t he
Tibe r must run down—stre am laden with debris.

T he buildings themse lve s , t o an e xtent de finite ly
specified , we re t o be solid , untimbe red structure s of
Gabine or Alban stone ,

2 that particula r stone be ing
proof aga inst fi re . Aga in , the re w as t o be a guard
t o ensure that the wate r—supply— inte rcepted by
private lawle ssne ss— should be ava i lable for pub l ic
purpose s in greate r quantitie s and at more po ints ;
appl iance s for checking fi re we re t o be kept by
e ve ryone in the open ; the re we re t o be no j o int
pa rtitions be twe en buildings , bu t each w as t o be

surrounded by its ow n wa lls . The se re forms , w e l

comed for the i r ut i l ity , we re a lso beneficia l t o t he

appearance of t he new capita l . Still , the re we re
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Brant t amen qui crede rent , ve t erem illam formam
salubrit at i magis conduxisse , quoniam angust iae

it ine rum e t alt it udo tectorum non pe rinde solis
vapore perrumperent ur : a t nunc pat ulam lati
t udinem e t nulla umbra de fensam graviore aest u

ardescere .

XLIV . Et hae c quidem humanis consili is pro

v idebant ur . M ox petita dis piacula adi t ique Sibullae

l ibr i , e x quibus supplicat umVolcano e t Ce re ri Pro

se rpinaequ e , ac propit ia t a Iuno permatronas , primum
in Capit oho de inde apud proximumma re , unde
hausta a qua templum e t s imulacrum deae per

spe rsumest ; e t sellis t ernia ac pervigilia ce lebravere

feminae , quibus mariti e rant . Sed non ope humana ,
non largit ionibus principis au t deum placament is
decedebat infamia , quin iussum incendiumcrede re
tur . Ergo abolendo rumori Ne ro su

'

b didi t reos e t

qua esit issimis poenis adfec it , quos per flagit ia invisos
vulgus Christianos appe llabat . Auctor nomi nis e ius
Christus Tibe rio imperit ant e per procurat orem
Pont iumPilat umsuppli cio adfect us e rat ; repressa
que in pra e sens e xit iabilis superst it io rursume rumpe
ba t , non modo per Iudaeam, origineme ius ma li sed

pe r urbem etiam, quo cuneta undique a t rocia aut

pudenda confluunt celebrant urque . Igitur primum
corrept i qui fa t ebant ur , de inde indicio e orummulti

1 T he charges bandied about in t he next cent ury were t hose
always favoured in such cases : rit ual murder, name less
abomina t ions w i th ext ingui shed light s, at hoc genus amne
(Just . Mart . Apol. I . 26 ,

2 Abou t twenty years had e lapsed since the name arose in

An t ioch (Acts xi . —For a clear st a t ement of t he ma in
problems oft his Neronian persecut ion ,

”
t he reader may be

referred t o Fumeaux
’ Excursus (H 2

. 416
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tudo ingens haud pe rinde in crimine incendu quam
odio humani gene ris convict i sunt . Et pereunt ibus

addita ludibria , ut ferarum t ergis cont ect i laniat u

canum int erirent , t aut crucibus adfixi aut flam
mandi atque ubi defecisse t die s , in usumnoct urni

lumin is ure rent ur .

1 Hortos suos ci spect aculo Ne ro
obt ule ra t e t circens e ludicrumedebat , habitu aurigae
pe rmixtus plebi vel curriculo insist ens . Unde quam
quamadve rsus sont is e t novissima e xempla merit os
misera t io oriebat ur , tamquamnon vut ilit at e publ ica .

sed in saevit iamunius absume rent ur .

XLV . Int e rea conferendis pecuniis pervast at a

Ita lia , provinciae e ve rsae sociique popu li e t quae civi
t at iuml ibe rae vocant ur . Inque e ampraedame tiam
di cesse re , spoliat is in urbe t emplis egest oque auro ,

quod t riumphis , quod vot is omnis populi Romani
a e ta s prospe re aut in me tu sacrave ra t . Enimve ro
pe r Asiam atque Acha iam non dona tantum, sed

s imulacra numinum abrip iebant ur , mi ss is in e as

provi ncias Ae rato ac Secundo Carrinat e . I lle libe rt us
cuicumque flagit io prompt us , hic Graeca doctrina
ore tenus e xe rcit us animum bonis art ibus non

inbue rat .

2 Ferebat ur Seneca , quo invidiamsacrilegii

1 So the M edice us ,
corrup tly and ,

i t w ould seem,
defect ively

nor is i t possible to restore the origina l w i th the help of the

version ofSulpicius Severus (abou t 400 A.D. ) z—in t erirent ,mult i
crucibus adfixi aut hamma ust i , plerique in id reserva t i ut ,
cumdefecisse e .q .s. (Chron . ml. Nipperdey cu t the knot

by camelling au t crucibus . fi ammandi .
2 imbuera t Lip sius induerat .

1 T he expression , ofcourse , maymean anyt hing . G ibbon
compared t he t erms applied by Livy t o t he people
invo lved in t he Ba cchana lian scanda ls—mult i tudinemi ngen

le

g
, a lterumiampopulun mi lia hominum

( i
2 Jew ish“misanthropy —which w as proverbia l—mayhave
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BOOK XV. XLIV .
—XLV .

numbe rs 1 we re convicted , not somuch on the count of
a rson as for hatred ofthe human race .

2 And de rision
accompan ied the i r end : they we re cove red with wild
be asts ’ skins and torn t o death bydogs ; or they we re
fastened on crosse s , and , when daylight fa i led we re
burned t o se rve as lamps bynight . Ne ro had offe red
his Gardens for t he spe ctacle , and gave an e xhib i t ion
in his Ci rcus , mix ing with t he crowd in the hab it of
a chariote e r , ormounted on his car . Hence , in spite
of a guilt which had e a rned t he most exempla ry
punishment , the re a rose a sentiment ofpity , due t o
the impre ss ion that they we re be ing sacrificed not

for t he we lfare ofthe state but t o t he fe rocity ofa

s ingle man .

XLV. Me anwhile , Ita ly had be en la id waste for
contributions ofmoney ; t he provinces , t he fede rate
communi tie s , and t he so - ca l led fre e state s , we re
ruined . T he gods themse lve s formed pa rt of the

plunde r , as the ravaged temples oft he capita l we re
dra ined of the gold dedicated in the triumphs or

the vows , t he prospe r ity or the fe ars , ofthe Roman
nation at e ve ry e poch . But in Asia and Acha ia ,

not offe rings a lone but t he image s of de ity we re
be ing swept away , s ince Acra t us and Carrinas

Secundus had be en despatched into t he t w o province s .

T he forme r w as a fre edman prepared for any
enormity ; t he latte r , as far as words went , w as

a maste r of Gre ek ph ilosophy , but his characte r
rema ined unt inctured by t he virtue s . Sene ca , it
w as rumoured , t o dive rt the odiumofsacrilege from

part ly suggest ed t he charge ; t hough froma passage ofSu l

picius Severus, a lmost certa inly t ranscribed fromt he H istories
(see vol. i i . p. 220 oft his edi t ion ) , it is evident t ha t t he gulf
be tween J ew and Christ ian had been clearly re cognized by t he
Roman high command in 70 A .D .
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a semet ave rt e re t , longinqu i rur is secessumoravisse ,
e t post quamnon concedebat ur , fi ct a va letudine , quas i
aege r ne rvi s , cub iculum non egressus . T radidere

quidamvenenumc i per libert umipsius , cui nomen
Cleonicus , parat um iussu Neronis vi t a t umque a

Sene ca prodit ione libe rti seu propria formidine , dum
pe rsimplici vict u e t agrest ibus pomis , ac s i sit is

admonere t , profluente aqua vitamt olerat .

XLVI . Per idemtempus gladiat ores apud Oppidum
Praene ste t empt at a erupt ione pra esidio mi lit is , qui
custos adesse t ,

1
coercit i sunt , iam Spart acum e t

ve te rama la rumoribus fe rente populo , ut e st novarum
re rumcupiens pavidusqu e . Nec multo post clade s
re i nava li s accipi tur , non be l lo (quippe haud a l ia s
t am immota pax) , sed cert um ad di em in Campa
niam redi re classem Ne ro iusserat , non e xcept is

mari s casibus. Ergo gubernat ores, quamvis sae

viente pe lago , a Formi is move re ; e t gravi Afri co ,
dum promunt urium M iseni superare cont endunt ,
Cumanis li toribus inpact i t riremium plerasque e t

minora navigia passimamiserunt .

XLVI I . Fine anni vulgant ur prodigia inminent ium
malorumh uh tia . Vis fulgurumnon a l ias crebrior ,

e t s idus come te s , sanguine inlust ri sempe r Ne roni
e xpia t um. Bicipit es hominumaliorumve animalium
partus abie ct i in publi cumau t in sacrifi ciis, quibus

1
adesse t ] adest N ipp erdey.

1 Pa lest rina . T ha t t he gladi a tors be long ed t o an impe ria l
school (XI. 35 n . ) is show n by the presence of t he mili t ary
guard .

2 III. 73 n .

3 T he fleet w as t o re t urn fromFormiae (Mola di Gaet a )
on t he La t ian coast t o i t s base a t Misenum.
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gravidas hostia s immola re mos e st , re pe rti . Et in
agro Placent ino v iam propte r natus vit ulus, cui

caput in e rure e sse t ; se cut aque haruspicumint erpre
t a t io ,

para ri re rumhumanaruma liud caput , sed non

fore validumneque occult um, quia in ute ro repre ssum
e t 1 ite r iuxt a edi t umsi t .
XLVI I I . Ineunt de inde consula t umS il ius Ne rva

e t Atticus Ve st inus, coept a simul e t auct a conjura
tione , in quamce rt a t imnomina dederan t senat ore s

e que s mi le s , feminae e tiam, cumodi o Ne ron is, turn
favore in C . Pisonem. Is Calpurnio gene re ort us ac

multa s insigni sque fami li as pate rna nob ili tate com
plexus , claro apud vulgumrumore e rat per virt ut em
ant spe cie s virt ut ibus s imi l i s . Namque facundi am
t uendis civibus e xercebat , largit ionem adve rsum
amicos , e t ignot is quoque comi se rmone e t con

gre ssu ; ade rant e tiam fortui ta , corpus proce rum,

de cora facie s : sed procul gra vita s morum aut

volupt at umparsimonia levi tati 2 ac magnifi cent iae
e t aliquando luxu indulgebat . q ue pluribus
probaba t ur, qui in tanta vi t iorumdulcedi ne summum
impe riumnon rest rict umne c perseverumvolunt .

1
et Ernestz

'

aut .

2 lev it at i Ernesti lenit at i .

1 Piacenza .

2 T o judge fromt he last sent ence ofXIV. 65 , it must have
been a t least in cont emplat ion by 63 A .D . : if t he reading
a rdent e domo is correct t w o chapt ers below, i t w as a lready
mat ure a t t he t ime oft he fi re .

3 H is parent s, curiously enough , cannot be ident ifi ed. It is

know n t ha t he w asmarried in 37 A .D . , t hough his wedding
guest Ca ligula appropria t ed t he bride (Suet . Ca l. t hat he

w as bani shed t w o years (7) la t er (biennio post Suet . l. .l ,
77i 8150 ufiva s efehfiew , D. Cass. LIX . and t hat he

returned under Claudi us, he ld a consulat e , and subsequent ly
inherit ed a fort une fromhismot her (2 . Juv V.
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BOOK XV. xr.v11 .
- xr.vm.

in the sacrifice s whe re it is t he ru le t o kill pregnant
victims . Aga in , in the te rritory ofPlacen t ia

,

1
a ca lf

w as born close t o t he road with the he ad grown t o a

leg ; and the re followed an inte rpre tation oft he sooth
saye rs , stating that anothe r he ad w as be ing pre

pared for the world ; but it would be ne ithe r strong
nor se cre t , as i t had be en repre ssed in the womb ,

and had be en brought forth at t he wayside .

XLVI I I . Si li us Ne rva and Vest inus Atticus then
ente red upon the i r consulate—the ye ar of a con

spiracy, no soone r hatched than full - grown ,

2 for which
senators , knights , soldie rs and women themse lve s
had vied in g iving in the i r name s , not s imply through
hatred of Ne ro , but a lso through part ia lity for

Ga ius Piso .

3 Piso , Sprung fromt he Ca lpurnian house ,

and , by his fathe r
’s high de scent , uni ting in his ow n

pe rson many fami l ie s of distinction , enj oyed with
t he multitude a shin ing reputation for virtue , or for

Spectacula r qua litie s re sembl ing virtue s . 4 For he

e xe rcised his e loquence in t he de fence ofhis fe llow
citizens , his libe ra li ty in t he se rvice ofhis friends ;
and even with strange rs his conve rsation and inte r
course we re marked by courte sy . He w as favoured
a lso w i th those gi fts of chance , a ta ll figure and

handsome fe ature s . But we ight of characte r and

continence in ple asure we re absent : he gave full
scope t o frivolity , t o ostentation , and at time s t o
debauche ry—a tra it which w as approved by that
majority ofmen , w ho , in Vi ew oft he man i fold a llure
me ri ts ofvice , de sire no strictne ss orma rked auste rity
in the head oft he state .

4 T hey are enumerat ed 1n t he Lana Pison is (Baehrens.
P .L.M . i . 220 sqq. )—26 l hexame t ers bya young and indi gent
author, whomMaurice Haupt and Lachmann ident ifi ed wit h
the past oral poet Ca lpurnius.
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XLIX. Ini t iumconi ura t ioni non a cupidi ne ipsius

fuit : nec t amen fa cile memoraverim, qui s primus
auctor , cuius inst inct u concit umsit quod t ammulti
sumpserunt . Prompti ssimos SubriumFlavum1 t ri

bunum prae t oriae cohort is e t Sulpicium Asprum
cent urionem e xt i t isse constantia e xitus docuit ;

e t Lucanus Anna eus Plau t iusque La t eranus 2 vivida
odi a int ulere . Lucanum propria e causae a ccende
bant , quod famam carmi num e ius premebat Ne ro
prohibu era t que ostentare , vanus adsimula t ione 3

Lat eranumconsu lem de signatum nulla iniuria ,
sed

amor re i pub li cae sociavi t . At Flavius Scaevinus e t

Afranius Quint ianus, u t erque se na t orn ordini s ,
contra famamsu i principiumtanti facinoris cape ssi

~

ve re . NamSca evino di ssoluta luxu mens e t proinde
vita somno languida : Quint ianus molli t ia corpori s
infami s e t a Ne rone probroso carmine diffamat us
cont umelias ult umihat .
L . Ergo dum sce le ra principis, e t finem ade sse

impe rio de ligendumque , qui fessis rebus succurrere t
inte r se aut inte r ami cos iaciunt , adgregavere Clau
di um4 Sene cionem, Ce rvariumProculum, Vulcacium5

AraricumIuliumAugurinumM unat iumGra tum,An

1 FlavumBekker : Flav ium.

2 Lat eranus Bekker : la teranus consul designat us .

3
vanns adsimulat ione]vanissima aemulat ione Rup erti (after

Lip sius) .
‘1 ClaudiumBitter : tull ium.

5 Vulca ciumAndresen (Vulca t iumRhenanus) vu lgacium.

1 Nephew ofClaudi us
’

commander in Brit a in , A. Plaut ius
Silvanus ; impli cat ed in t he scandal ofMessa lina and Silius,
but spared out ofconsidera t ion for his uncle (XI. rest ored
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tomi umNa t alem,
M arciumFest um, e quite s Romanos .

Ex quibus Sene cio , e pra ecipua fami liarit a t e Neroni s,
spe ciem amicit iae e tiam t um re t inens eo pluribus
pe ricu lis conflict abat ur : Nat ali s particeps ad omne
se cre tum Pisoni e rat , ce te ri s spe s e x novis rebus
pe t eba t ur . Adscit a e sunt supe r Subriume t Sulpi

cium, de quibus re t t uli , mi litare s manus , G avius
Si lvanus e t Statius Proxumus tribuni cohort ium
pra e t oriarum, Maximus Scaurus e t Vene t us Paulus
cent uriones. Sed summum robur in Faenio Rufo
praefe ct o videba t ur , quem vi ta famaque laudat um
per saevit iam inpudi cit iamque Tige llinus in animo
principis ant e ibat . Fa t igabat que crimina t ionibus ac
saepe in me tumadduxera t quas i adult e rumAgrip
pinae e t de side rio e ius ult ioni int ent um. Igitur ubi
coniura t is praefe ct um quoque prae t orii in pa rte s
de scendi sse crebro ipsius se rmone facta fides ,

promptius iamde tempore ac loco caedis agit abant .

Et cepisse impe t um Subrius Flavus fereba t ur in

scaena canent em Ne ronem adgredi endi , aut cum
ardente domo 1

pe r noct em huc illuc cursare t

incust odit us. Hic occasio solit udinis, ibi ipsa fre

quent ia tanti decoris te stis pulcherr1ma 2
animum

e xst imu laverant , nisi impunit a t is cupido re t inuisse t

magnis sempe r cona t ibus adve rsa .

LI . Inte rim cunct ant ibus prolat ant ibusque spem
1
ardent e domo]. T he w ords are doubled bu t there is no

plausible emenda tion .

2 pulcherrima Urlichs pul cherrimum.

1 XIII . 12 .

2 XIV. 51.
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—LI .

Munat ius Gratus , Antoni us Nat alis , and Marcius
Fe stus , all Roman kn ights . Of the se , Se necio , one

of Ne ro ’s chie f fami liars ,1 ma inta ined e ven then a

semblance of friendship , and w as e xposed in con

se quence t o a la rge r varie ty ofdange rs Nat alis w as

t he partne r ofPiso in all his secre t couns e ls t he rest
we re se e king hope from re volution . In addi tion
t o Subrius and Sulpicius , w ho have be en noticed
a l re ady , Gavins Si lvanus and Statius Proxumus ,
tribunes oft he praetorian cohorts , toge the r with t he
centurions Maximus Scaurus and Vene t us Paulus ,
w e re ca lled in as men of the sword . The i r ma in
strength , howeve r , w as cons ide red t o lie in Faenius
Rufus

,

2 the prefect , whose e stimab le l i fe and charac te r
we re , in the prince ’s favour , outwe ighed by t he

fe rocity and lust of Tige l l inus ; w ho pe rse cuted
himwith ca lumnies and had repe atedly awakened
his a larm by de scrib ing him as the paramour of

Agrippina . sti ll mourn ing her , and dete rmined upon
venge ance . Hence , when his o w n re ite rated state
ments had convinced t he plotte rs that t he commande r
oft he Praetorian Guard had hims e lf ente red t he l ists ,
they began t o show more a lacrity in debating the

time and place oft he assassination . It w as a sse rted
that Subrius Flavus had conce i ved an impulse t o

attack Ne ro while he w as singing on the stage , or

w hile , during the burning of t he pa lace , he w as

rushing unguarded fromplace t o place in the night .
In one case , the re we re t he opportunitie s ofsolitude
in t he othe r , the ve ry pre sence ofa crowd , t o be the
fa i rest witne ss of such an exploit , had fired his
imagination ; only the de s i re ofe scape , that e te rna l
enemy ofhigh emprise s , gave himpause .

LI . In the meantime , while they we re stil l he si
293
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ac me tum Epicharis qua edam, ince rt um quonam
modo sciscit a t a (neque i lli ante ulla re rum hone
st arumcura fuera t ) , accende re e t arguere coniura t os,

ac post remum lenit udi nis corum pert ae sa e t in
Campan ia agens primore s classiariorumM isenensium
labeface re e t conscient ia inligare conisa e st ta l i
initio . Era t navarchus in e a cla sse Volusius Proculus,
occ idenda ematri s Ne ron i 1 inte r min i stros , non e x

magni tudine sce le ris provect us, ut reba t ur. I s

mulieri olimcognit us, seu re cens orta amicitia , dum
me rita e rga Neronemsua e t quamin inrit umce ci
dissent aperit adic it qu e que st us e t de st ina t ionem
vindict ae , si facu ltas orere t ur, spem dedi t posse
inpe lli e t pluris conciliare : nee le ve auxilium in
c la sse , crebras occasione s, quia Ne ro multo apud
Put eolos e t M isenummaris usu lae t abat ur. Ergo
Epicharis plura ; e t omnia sce le ra principis ordit ur

neque sena t u i neque populo
2
quidquam3 mane re .

Sed
“

provisum, quonammodo poema s eversae re i

pub l icae dare t : accinge re t urmodo navare ope rame t

mili t umace rrimos duce re in partis , ac digna pre tia
e xspect are t ; nomina tame h coniura torumre t icuit .

Unde Proculi indi ciuminrit umfui t , quamvis e a , quae
1 Neroni Heinsius neronis.

2 <neque populo> Ha lm(after M advig) .
3
quidquamM advig : quod .
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audierat , ad Neronem de tulisse t . Accit a quippe
Epicharis e t cum indi ce composita mulli s t est ibus
innisum faci le confut avi t . Sed ipsa in custodia
re tenta e st , suspect ant e Ne rone haud fa lsa e sse
e tiamquae ve ra non probabant ur .

LI I . Coniurat is t amen me tu prodit ionis permot is
placitum maturare caedem apud Ba ias in vi l la
Pisonis, cuius amoenit at e captus Cae sa r crebro
ven t it abat balneasque e t epulas inibat omi ssis
excubii s e t fort unae suae mole . Sed abnu it Piso ,

invidi amprae t endens, si sacra mensae dique hospi
ta le s caede qua liscumque principis cru ent arent ur

me li us apud urbem in i lla invi sa e t spoli is civium
e xt ruc t a domo ve l in publi co pa t ra t uros quod pro
re publi ca suscep issent . Hae c in commune , ce te rum
timore occulto , ne L . Si lanus e ximi a nob i li ta te di sci

plinaque C. Cassu , apud quem educat us e rat , ad

omnem clarit udinem sublat us impe rium invadere t ,

prompte dat uris, qui a coniurat ione integri e ssent
quique miserarent ur Neronemtamquamper sce lus

int erfect um. Plerique Ve st i ni quoque consulis acre
ingenium vi t avisse Pisonem crediderunt , ne ad

libert a t emorere tur, ve l de le ct o impe ratore a lio sui

1 A son ofM . Silanus ( t he Golden Shee p ” ofXIII .

and the last linea l descendant ofAugustus , apart fromNero.

Cassius is the jurist (XII. 11,
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though he reported what he had heard t o Ne ro ,

made his disclosure in va in . For Epicharis w as

summone d , confronted with the informe r , and in the
absence ofcorroborating e vidence silenced himwith
ease . Still , she w as he rse lf de ta ined in custody ,
Ne ro having a suspicion that t he statements , e ven
if not demonstrated t o be true , we re not the refore
fa ls e .

LII . T he plotte rs , howe ve r , moved by t he fea r of
betraya l , de cided t o hasten on the murde r a t Ba iae
in a vi lla be longing t o Piso—it s charms had a fascina
tion for t he Cae sar , w ho came frequently and in

dulged in the bath or t he banque t , di spensing wi th
his guards and t he tedious magn ificence ofhis rank .

But Piso re fused , his pre te xt be ing t he odiumwhi ch
must be faced ,

“i f the y sta ined w ith t he b lood of

an empe ror , howeve r contemptible , the sanctitie s
of t he gue st - table and the gods of hospita li ty .

Be tte r in the capital , in that hated pa lace rea red
from the spoi ls of his countrymen , or unde r t he
publi c gaze , t o do the de ed they had unde rtaken
for t he publ ic good .

” This w as for t he gene ra l
e ar : actua lly he had an unconfe ssed misgiving that
Lucius S i lanus 1—w ho , thanks t o his e xa lted lineage
and t o t he tra in ing ofGa ius Cass ius , with whomhe
had been e ducated , stood high enough for any
dignity—might gra sp a t t he empire ; whi ch would
be promptly offe red t o himby the pe rsons w ho had
he ld a loof fromt he plot or w ho pitied Ne ro as the

victim of a murde r . It w as commonly be lie ved
that P iso had intended at the same time t o e vade
the ene rgy of t he consul Vest inus, lest he should
arise as t he champion of libe rty , or , by se lecting
another as empe ror , conve rt the state into a gi ft of
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muneris rem publi cam faceret . Et enim expers

coniura t ioni s e rat , quamvis supe r eo crimine Ne ro
ve tus adve rsuminsont emodi ume xpleveri t .

LI I I . Tandem st a t uere circensium ludorum di e ,
qui Ce reri celebra t ur , e xsequ i de stinata , quia Cae sar
rarus egre ssu domoque aut hort is clausus ad ludi cra
circi vent it aba t prompt ioresque adi tus e rant lae titia
spe ct aculi . O rdi neminsidiis composuerant , u t Late r
anus , quasi subsidi um re i fami liari orare t , depre ca
bundus e t genibus principis a ccidens prost ernere t
incaut um premere t que , animi va lidus e t corpore
ingens. T um iacent em e t impedi t um tribuni e t

cent uriones e t ce t erorum, ut qui sque audent iae

habuisse t , adcurrerent t rucidarent que , prima s s ibi
partis expost ulant e Scaevino , qui pugionemtemplo
Salut is 1 si ve , ut a li i t radi dere , Fort unae Fe rentino in
oppido de t raxerat ge st aba tqu e velut magno ope ri
sacrum. Inte rimPiso apud a edemCereris opperi

re t ur, unde eumpra e fe ctus Faenius e t ce t eri accit um
fe rrent in ca stra comi t ant e Antonia , Claudi i Caesaris

fi li a , ad e liciendumvulgi favorem, quod C. Plin ius
memorat . Nob is quoquo modo t radi t um non

occultare in an imo fuit , quamv is absurdumvidere t ur

1 Sa lut is Ernesl i sa lut is in e t ruria .

1 T he da t e oft he Ceria lia w as Apr. 12—19 . t he games be ing
circensian on t he opening and closing days.

2 Hardly t he La t ian t own of t he name (Ferent ino, near

Anagni ) , bu t t he Et rurian Fercnt inum, or Ferent ium(Ferent o,
be tween Vit erbo and Bomarzo ) . In that case Fortuna

”
is

cert a inly , and Sa lus possibly , t he E t ruscan goddess Nort ia
(Juv . X . 74

3 By his marriage w i t h Aelia Pae t ina (XII. Wife first
ofCu . Pompe ius, t hen ofFaust us Sulla , she refused Nero

’

s
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aut inanemad spemAnt oniamnomen e t periculum
commodavi sse , aut Pisonemnotumamore uxori s a lii
matrimonio se obst rinxisse , n i si si cupido dominandi
cunct is adfe ct ibusflagrant ior e st .

LIV . Sed mirum quam inte r di ve rsi gene ri s
ordi nis , a e t at is se xus , di t is pauperes t acit urnit a t e

omnia cohibit a sint ,‘ done c prodi t io coepi t e domo
Scaevini ; qui pridi e insidi arummulto se rmone cum
Antonio Nata le , de in regressus domumte stamentum
obsignavit , prompt um vagina pugionem,

de q uo

supra re t t uli , ve t ust at e obtusumincrepans, aspe
'

rari

saxo e t in mucronemardescere iussit e amque curam
libe rto M ilicho mandavit . Simul adfluent ius solito
conviviuminit um, servorumcarissimi libe rtate e t a l i i
pe cunia donati . Atque ipse ma e st us e t magnae
cogi tationi s manife st us e rat , quamvis lae t i t i am
vagi s sermonibus simu lare t . Postremo vulneribus

ligamenta quibusque sist it ur sanguis parari iube t ,
idqu e

1
e undem M ili chum mone t , sive gh arum

coniurat ionis e t illuc usque fidum seu nescium e t

tunc primum arrept is suspicionibus, ut ple rique

t radide re . De consequ ent ibus consentiiur .

2 Nam
cumse cumservilis an imus praemia pe rfidi ae reputa
v it simulqu e inmensa pe cunia e t potentia obve rsa

bantur , ce ssit fas e t sa lus patroni e t accept a e libert a t is
1 parari inhet , idque Nipp erdey-And resen : part i eba tque .

2 < consent it ur> M ueller.

1 A confli ct ing account , included by Plu t arch among his
examples ofthe ills 0 1 garruhty (M or. 505 CD) , seems t o be
neg ligible .
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Antonia should have staked he r name and sa fe ty
on an empty e xpec t ation , or Piso, notorious ly de vot ed
t o his wife , should have pledged himse lf t o anothe r
marriage—un less , inde e d , t he lust of powe r burns
more fie rce ly than a ll emotions combined .

LIV . It is surprising ,
none the less , how in this

mixture ofranks and classe s , age s and se xe s , rich
and poor , t he whole affa i r w as kept in se crecy , ti ll
the be traya l came fromt he house ofScaevinus.

1 On
the daybe fore t he attempt , he had a long conve rsa
t ion with Antonius Nat a lis , afte r which he re turned
home , s ea led his w i ll and taking t he dagge r , men
t ioned above , from t he sheath , compla ined that it
w as blunt fromage , and gave orde rs tha t it w as t o

be rubbed on a whetstone ti l l t he e dge glitte red :
thi s task he entrusted t o his fre edman M ilichus .

At t he same time , he began a more e laborate di nne r
than usua l , and pre sented his favourite s lave s with
the i r l ibe rty , or , in some case s , with money . He

himse lf w as moody , and obviously de ep in thought ,
though he kept up a disconnected conve rsation which
affected che e rfulne ss . At last , he gave t he word
that bandage s for wounds and appliance s for stopping
haemorrhage we re t o be made re ady . T he inst ruc

tions we re aga in addressed t o M ili chus : poss ib ly
he w as awa re ofthe conspiracy , and had so far kept
fa ith ; possibly , as t he gene ra l a ccount goe s , he
knew nothing , and caught his first suspicions at that
moment . About the seque l the re is unanimity .

For when his slavish bra in conside red t he wage s
oftreason , and unbounded wea lth and powe r floated
in the same instant be fore his e ye s , conscience , the

safe ty of his patron , the memory of t he libe rty
he had rece ived w i thdrew int o t he background .
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memoria . Et enimuxoris quoque consili umadsump
serat muliebre ac de t e rius : quippe ult ro me tum
int ent abat , mult osqu e adst it isse libe rtos ac se rvos ,
qui e ademviderint nihil profut urumunius S i lentium,

a t praemi a pen e s unumfore , qui indi cio praevenisse t .

LV . Ig itur coept a luce M ili chus in hortos Se r
vilianos pe rgi t ; e t cumforibus arce re t ur , magna e t

a t rocia adferre di ct it ans deduct usqu e ab iani t oribus

ad libert umNe roni s Epaphrodit um, mox ab eo ad

Neronem, urgu ens pe riculum, gravi s coniura t os e t

ce te ra , quae audierat coni e ct avera t , doce t . T e lum
quoque in n e cem e ius parat um ost endi t acciriqu e

reum iussit . I s raptus per milite s e t defensionem
orsus, ferrum, cuius argue re t ur , olimre ligione patria
cult um e t in cub iculo habit um ac fraude l ibe rti
subrept um respondit , tabula s te stamenti saepius

a se e t incustodi ta di erum obse rva t ione sign a t as.

Pecuni as e t libe rt at e s se rvis e t ante dono datas ,
sed ideo tunc largius, quia tenui iamre fami liari e t
inst ant ibus credi t oribus te stamento diffidere t . Enim
ve ro liberalis sempe r epulas st ruxisse , vitamamoe
name t duris iudicibus parumprobat am. Fomenta

1 T he ir posit ion can only be vaguely inferred fromH ist .

III. 38 and Suet . Ner. 47 .

2 Liberius a libellis in succession t o Doryp horus (XIV.

a ccompan ied the fa llen Nero t o Phaon
’

s villa , and assist ed

himin his su icide (Suet . Ner . 49 D. Cass. LX III . exe cu ted

on t ha t account byDomi t ian (Suet . Dom. I4 ; D. Cass. LXVII .
—He w as t he ow ner ofEpict et us, and can hardly have

been ot her t han t he Epaphrodi t us addressed by Josephus in
t he Life , t he Ant iqu it ies and t he Ap ion , t hough in t he case

oft he Life t here is a diffi culty t urning on t he da t e ofdea t h

ofAgrippa II.
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vulne ribus nulla iussa suo , sed quia ce te ra pa lam
vana obiecisse t , adi ungere crimen , cuius se pari te r
indi cem e t te stem facere t . Adi cit dje tis con

st ant iam; incusat ult ro int est abilem e t consce le ra

t um
,
tanta voe is ac vult us se curit a t e , u t labare t

indi cium, ni si M ilichumuxor admonuisse t Ant onium
Na t alemmulta cumScae vino ac se cre ta conlocut ume t

e sse u t rosque C. Bi soni s int imos.

LVI . Ergo accit ur Nat alis, e t dive rsi inte rro

gant ur , qu isnami s se rmo , qua de re fuisse t . T um
e xorta suspicio , quia non congruent ia re sponderant ,

indit aque vih ola . Et t orment orum aspect um ac

mina s non t ulere : prior t amen Na t ahs t ot ius con

spira t ionis magis gnarus, simul arguendi pe rit ior

de Pisone primumfat e t ur , de inde adi cit Annaeum
Senecam, sive i nte rnuntius inte r eum Pisonemque
fuit

,
si ve ut Ne ronis gra t iamparare t , qui infensus

Sene cae omnis ad e umopprimenduma rtis conquire
bat . T umcogni to Nat ali s indi cio Scaevinus quoque
pari inbecilli t a t e , an cuneta iampat efact a credens
nec ullumsilent i i emolument um, edidit ce t eros. Ex
quibus Lucanus Qui nt ianusqu e e t Sene cio diu

abnuere : post promissa inpuni t at e corrupt i , quo

t ardi t a t em e xcusarent , Lucanus Aciliammat rem
suam, Quint ianus G lit iumG allum, Sene cio Annium
Pollionem, ami corumpraecipuos, nominavere .
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BOOK XV . LV .
- LVI.

for wounds ofhis orde r ing , bu t t he a ccuse r—whose
othe r a llegations had be en patently futile—w as

adding a cha rge in which he cou ld play informe r and
w itne ss a like . He followed up his words w ith a

display ofspirit , and attacked t he fre edman as an

unspe akab le vi lla in , with so much assurance of

look and tone that t he informe r ’s ta le w as on t he

point ofcollapse ,
had not his wife reminded M ilichus

that Antoni us Na t a lis had had a long and se cre t
inte rview w i th Sca e vinus , and tha t both we re 0 11

intimate te rms with Ga ius Piso .

LVI . Nat alis a ccordingly w as summoned , and t he

t w o we re sepa rate ly que st ioned as t o t he nature and

t he subj ect oft he conve rsation . Suspicion w as now

awakened , as the i r answe rs had fa i led t o ta l ly , and
they we re throw n into i rons . At the s ight and

thre at of torture they broke down . Na t alis, how

e ve r , took the le ad . Be tte r acqua inted w ith t he

conspiracy as a whole , and at t he same time more
adroit as an accuse r

,
he first admi tted the case

aga inst Piso , then we nt on t o name Annaeus Se ne ca ,

pe rhaps because he had acted as inte rmediary
be twe en himand P13 0 , or pe rhaps t o w in the good
grace s ofNe ro ; w ho , in his hatred ofSene ca , grasped
at a ll methods of suppre ssing him. Then , w he n
Na t alis ’ disclosure be came known , Sca evinus himse l f,
with simila r w e akne ss ,—or e lse in the be lie f tha t a ll
had now be en told and the re w as no profit in silence ,
—divu lged t he re st ofthe confede rate s . Of the se ,

Lucan , Qu int ianus , and Senecio , long denied t he

charge : a t la st , bribed bya promise ofimpunity , and
by w ay of e xcuse for the ir slowne ss , they gave the

name s
,
Lucan ofhis mothe r Acilia ; Qu int ianus and

Sene cio , ofthe i r principa l friends—G lit ius Ga llus and
Annius Pollio respe ctive ly .
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LVI I . Atque inte rim Ne ro recordat us Volusn

Proculi indicio Epicharimat t ineri rat usque muliebre
corpus impar dolori t orment is dilace rari iube t . At
illam non ve rbe ra , non igne s , non ira eo acrius

t orquent ium, me a femi na spernerent ur , pe rvice re ,

quin obiect a denegare t . Sic primus quaest ionis die s
cont empt us. Poste ro cum ad eosdem cruciatus
re t rahere t ur ge st ami ne se l lae (namdissolut is mem
bri s insiste re nequiba t ) , vinclo fasciae , quampe ct ori

de t raxera t , inmodumlaque i ad a roumse llae re st rict o

indidi t cerviceme t corporis ponde re conisa t enu em
iam spiri t um expre ssit , clariore e xemplo libe rt i na
mulie r in tanta ne ce ssitate a lienos ac prope ignotos
protegendo , cum ingenui e t v i ri e t e quite s Romani
senat oresque int act i t orment is carissima suorum
quisque pignorumproderent . Non e nimomit t eban t
Lucanus quoque e t Sene cio e t Quint ianus pa ssim
conscios ede re , magi s magisque pavi do Ne rone ,
quamquammult iplica t is excubiis seme t saepsisse t .

LVI I I . Quin e t urbem pe r manipulos occupa t is

moenibus, insesso e tiammari e t amne , ve lu t in

custodi amdedi t . Volit abantque per fora , per domos ,
rura quoque e t prox ima muni cipiorum pedi t es

equi t esque , pe rmi xt i G ermani s, quibus fideba t

1 A moun ted corps, chiefly of Ba t avians, formed by
August us t o rep la ce his Spanish guard (Sue t . Aug .

disbanded“in spit e ofit s t ried fi de li ty byGalba (Suet . Gulb.
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prince ps quas i e xt e rnis. Continua hinc e t vineta
agmina trahi ac foribus hort orumadiace re . Atque
ubi dicendam ad causam int roissent , la e t a t um1

e rga coniura t os e t fortuitus se rmo e t subi ti occursus ,
si convivium, si spec t aculum simul inissent , pro
crimine acc ipi , cumsupe r Ne ronis ac T ige llini saevas

pe rcont at iones Faenius quoque Rufus violente r
urgue re t , nondum ab indic ibus nomina t us, e t quo

fideminscit ia e parare t , a t rox adve rsus socios . Idem
Subrio Flavo adsist ent i adnuent ique , an i nte r ipsam
cognit ionem de st ringe re t gladium caedemque pa

t ra re t t enuit infregitque impe t um iammanumad

capulumrefe rent is.

LIX . Fu e re qui prodit a coniura t ione , dumaudit ur

M ilichus , dumdubit a t Sca e vinus, hort arent u r Piso
nempe rge re in castra aut rostra e scende re st udiaque

milit um e t popu li t empt are . Si cona t ibus e ius
conscu adg regarent ur, secut uros e tiam int egros ;

magnamque motae re i famam, quae plurimum in
novi s consiliis va le re t . Nihil adve rsumhaec Ne roni
provisum. Etiamforte s viros subit is t e rre ri , nedum
i lle scaenicus , T i ge llino scil ice t cumpae licibus suis
comit ant e , a rma contra ciere t . Multa e xpe riendo

confie ri , qua e segnibus a rdua vide ant ur. Frustra
si lentium e t fidem in t ot consciorum animi s e t

1 la e ta tumdett . : la ta tumM ed. T he corrup tion , how ever,
must be fa r deeper . T he sense could be given a pproxima tely
by something like —int roissent , ( non benivolent>ia t ant um
erga coniura t os se t (M ed. et B ipontina fort uit us e .q .s.

1 Oft he hort i S erviliani ( chap .
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BOOK XV.

by the empe ror be cause the r n e w fore ign . Then
followed cont inuous columns of manacled men ,

dragged and deposited at t he garden doors .1 And

when they ente red t o ple ad the i r cause . che e rful
ne ss towards a plotte r , a chance conve rsation , an

unfore se en me e ting , an appe arance a t a banquet or
spectacle in his company . we re taken as crime s ;
whi le , ove r and above t he piti le ss c ross que stioning
of Ne ro and Tige ll inus . the re n ew t he t i ucu len t

attacks of Fa enius Rufus , not ye t named by t he

informers , and struggl ing t o demonst i at e his ignor

ance by browbe a ting his a l lie s . It w as t he same
Rufus w ho , when Subrius Flavus a t his side in

quired byamot ion i f he should dra w his sw md and do

t he bloody de ed d in ing t he actua l inquiry , shook his
he ad and checked the impulse w hich 11 as ah e ad1
carrying his hand t o his hi lt .

LIX . The re we re those w ho . aft e r the be traya l
of the plot , whil e M ilichus w as sti l l in audience ,

Sca evinus sti ll w ave ring ,
urged Piso t o make his

w ayt o the camp , ormount t he Rostra , and sound t he
dispositions oft he troops and t he people I f his
confede ra te s ra lli ed t o his attempt , outside rs t oo
w ould follow and t hemovement so started would be
trumpe ted abroad—a point ofprime importance in
planning re vo lutions . Ne ro had taken no pre cautions
aga inst a step ofthis kind . Even brave men could
lose the i r ne rve in eme rgencie s : what like l ihood
tha t this play—actor , accompanied no doubt by
Tige llinus and his lemans , w ould answ e r force w i th
force ? Many things w hi ch t o the timid looked
arduous we re accomplished on attempt . It w as idle
t o look for silence and good fa ith in t he minds
and pe rsons of so many accomplice s : torture
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corporibus spe rare : cruciat ui aut praemio cunc t a

pe rvia e sse . Venturos qui ipsumquoque vincirent ,

postremo indigna nece adfi ce rent . Quanto lauda
b i li us pe rit urum, dum ample c t it ur rem publ icam
dumauxilia li bertati invoca t . Mile s pot ius dee sse t
e t plebe s de sere re t , dumipsema ioribus, dumpost eris ,
si v ita praeripe re t ur, mortemadprobare t . Inmot us
his e t paululumin publ ico versat us, post domi se cre
tus , animum adve rsum suprema fi rmaba t , done c
manus mili t um advenire t , quos Ne ro tirone s au t

st ipendii s recent is delegera t : nam ve tus mi le s
t imebat ur tamquamfavore inbut us. Ob i i t abrupt is
brachiorum venis. Te stamentum foedis adve rsus
Neronem adula t ionibus amori uxoris dedi t , quam
degene rem e t sola corpori s forma commendat am
ami c i matrimoni o abst ulerat . Nomen mulieri
Satria 1 Ga lla , priori marito Domi ti us Silus : hic
patienti a , i l la inpudicit ia Pisonis infamiam propa

gave re .

LX . Prox imam necem Plaut ii Lat erani consulis

de signati Ne ro adiungit , adeo prope re , ut non

comple ct i libe ros , non illud bre ve mortis arb itrium
permi t t e re t . Raptus in locum se rvilibus poen i s
seposit ummanu Statu tribuni t rucida t ur, plenus

const ant is silent ii ne c tribuno obiciens candem
conscient iam.

Sequitur caede s Annae i Sene cae , lae t issima princi
1 mulieri Sat ria And resen mul ieris at ria .

1 T he poin t oft he remark is obscure .

2 Know n as t he S essorium, in the Campus Esquilinus.

It w as here that Ga lba
’

s head w as thrown by t he slaves of

Pa t robius (Plut . Ga lb. 28—where t he defin it ion of t he pla ce
is rovg urro r w v Ka i ocipw v Koka gogi e

'

vovs fia varovow )
La t eranus

’

courage is not iced a lso by Epicte tus (Diss. I . I,
19
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pi , non qui a coniurat ionis manifest umcompererat ,
sed u t fe rro grassare t ur, quando venenum non

processerat . Solus quippe Nat alis e t hact enus

prompsit , missum se ad a egrot um Sene cam, uti
visere t conquerere t urque , cur Pisonemadi t u arcere t

me lius fore , si ami cit iamfami liari congressu exercuis

sent . Et re spondisse Senecamse rmone s mutuos e t
crebra conloquia neutri conduce re ce te rumsalut em
suam incolumi t at e Pisonis inni t i . Hae c fe rre
Gavi us 1 Si lvanus t ribunus prae t oriae cohort is, e t an

di cta Nat ali s suaque re sponsa noscere t percont ari

Senecamiube t ur. I s forte an prudens ad eumdi em
ex Campani a remeaverat quart umque apud lapidem
suburbano rure subst it era t . I llo propinqua vespe ra

t ribunus veni t e t vi l lamglobismili t umsaepsit ; t um
ipsi cumPompe ia Paulina uxore e t amic is duobus
epulant i mandata imperatoris edi dit .

LXI. Sene ca missumad se Na t alemconquest um
que nomin e Pisonis , quod a visendo eo prohibere t ur,
se que rationem vale t udinis e t amorem quie t is

e xcusavi sse respondi t . Cur salut em
,
privati homini s

incolumit a t i suae ant efe rre t , causamnon habuisse ;
ne c sib i promp t umin adulat iones ingenium. q ue

null imagis gnarumquamNe roni , qui saep ius libe rta
tern Sene ca e quam se rvitium expert us e sse t . Ubi

hae c a tribuno re lata sunt Poppaea e t T ige llino

coram, quod e rat saevi ent i principi int imum con

1 Gavius Bekker : gravius.

1 Seneca denies t he possibili ty ofhis having sa id sa lu tem
suamincolumi ta te Pisonis inn i t i —He cannot havemade the
remark in earnest , for t he only person whose safe t y he ranks
above hi s ow n is t he emperor he cannot havemade it out of
empty civi li t y, for such compla isances are a lien t o his na t ure .
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BOOK XV. LX.
- LXI.

joyful e vent t o the sove re ign : not that he had es

t abli shed his conne ction wi th the plot , but , as poi son
had not worked , he w as anxious t o proce e d by t he
sword . Only Na t ali s, in fact ,mentione d Sene ca ; nor
did his statement go furthe r than that he had be en
sent t o vi sit him when s ick and t o make a com
pla int : Why did he close his door on Piso ? It
would be be tte r i f the y cultivated the i r friendship
byme e ting on intimate te rms . Sene ca ’s answe r
had be en that spoken e xchange s and frequent
inte rviews we re t o t he advantage ofne ithe r : sti ll
his ow n e xistence depended on the safe ty ofPiso .

G avius Si lvanus , tribune ofa prae torian cohort , w as

instructed t o take this report and ask Sene ca if he
admi tted Na t alis

’ words and his ow n reply . By
accident or de sign , Sene ca that day had re turned
fromCampania and broke his j ourney at one ofhis
country—house s four mi le s out of Rome . Even ing
w as ne a r when the tribune a rrived and surrounded
the villa wi th picke ts ofsoldi e rs : then he de l ive red
the impe ria l me ssage t o the owne r , w ho w as dining
with his wife Pompe ia Paulina and t w o friends .
LXI. Sene ca rejoined that Nat alis had be en

sent t o him, and had remonstrated in Piso ’s name
aga inst hi s re fusal t o re ce i ve his visits . By w ay of

e xcuse , he had ple aded conside rations ofhe a lth and

love ofquie t . He had had no re ason for ranking
the se curity ofa private pe rson highe r than his ow n
safe ty , and his tempe r w as not one which w as quick
t o flatte ry : no one w as be tte r aware ofthat than
Ne ro , w ho hadmore often expe rienced the frankne ss
ofSene ca than his se rvil ity ” 1 When the tribune
made his report in the pre sence of Poppa e a and

Tige l linus—the empe ror ’s privy council in his
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siliorum, int errogat an Sene ca volunt ariammortem
parare t . T um t ribunus nulla pavoris signa , nihi l
triste in ve rb is e ius aut vult u deprensumconfirmavit .

Ergo regredi e t indi ce re mortem iube t ur. T radi t

Fab ius Rusticus non eo quo venera t i tine re redi t um,

sed fle xisse ad Faenium praefe ct um, e t exposit is

Cae saris iussis an obt emperare t int errogavisse ,

monit umque ab e o u t e xsequere t ur, fatal i omnium
ignavia . Nam e t S i lvanus inte r coniurat os e rat
augebat que sce le ra ,

in quorum ult ionem con

senserat . Voci t amen e t aspe ct ui pepercit int romi
sit que ad Sene cam unum ex cent urionibus, qui
necessit at emultimamdenunt iare t .

LXI I . I lle int errit us poscit te stamenti tabula s ;
ac denegante centurione conve rsus ad ami cos ,
quando me rit is corumrefe rre grat iamprohibere t ur ,
quod unum iam e t tamempulcherrimum habe a t ,

imaginem vitae suae re linque re t e st a t ur , cuius si

memore s e ssent , bonarum arti umfamampretium1

t am const ant is ami cit iae lat uros. Simul lacrimas
eorummodo se rmone , modo int ent ior in modum
coercent is ad fi rmit udinem revocat , rogit ans ubi

prae cept a sapientiae , ubi t ot per annos meditata
ratio adve rsum imminent ia ? Cui e nim ignaram
fuisse saevit iam Neronis ? Neque a l iud supere sse

post mat rem fra t remque 2 inte rfe ctos , quam ut

educat oris praecept orisque ne cemadicere t .

1 <pret ium> N ipp erdey.

2 frat remque]fra t resque N ipp erdey.

1 XIII . 20 n .
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LXI I I . Ub i ha e c a tque ta l ia ve lut in commune
disse ruit , complect it ur uxorem, e t paululumadve rsus

praesent em formidinem1 molli t us rogat ora t que

t emperare t dolori neu ae te rnumsuscipe re t , sed in
cont empla t ione vitae pe r virt ut emact ae de side rium
mariti solaciis hone st is t ole rare t . I lla contra sibi
quoque dest ina t ammortem adsevera t manumque

percussoris e xposcit . T umSene ca gloriae e ius non
adve rsus , simul amore , me sib i un ice dile ct am ad

iniurias re linquere t , Vita e ”

inquit de leniment a
monst raveram tibi

,
tu morti s de cus mavis : non

invidebo exemplo . Sit huius t amforti s e xitus con
stantia pene s u t rosque par , clarit udinis plus in t uo

fine . Post qua e eodemict u brachi a fe rro e xsolvunt .

Se ne ca , quoniamsen i le corpus e t pa rco vict u tenua
t umlenta effugia sanguin i praebeba t , crurumquoque
e t p0 plit umvena s abrumpit ; sae visque crucia t ibus

defe ssus, ne dolore suo an imum uxoris infringere t
atque ipse visendo e i us torme nta ad inpa t ient iam
d e labere t ur , suade t in a l iud cub iculum abscede re .

Et novissimo quoque momento suppedi t ant e e lo

quen t ia advocat is script oribus pleraque t radidit ,

quae in vulgus edi ta e ius ve rb is inve rt ere supersedeo .

LXIV . At Ne ro nullo in Paulinamproprio odio , ac

1 formidinemdett . fort it udinem.

1 T he road offreedomw as longer t han it seemed when he
w rot e t he words z—Sca lpello aperi tur ad i llammagnumliber
ta temvia , et puncto secw itas consta t (Ep .
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BOOK XV . LXIII .

—LXIV .

LXI I I . Afte r the se and some simi lar rema rks ,
which might have be en me ant for a wi de r audi e nce ,

he embraced his w i fe ,
and , softening momenta ri ly

in Vi ew of the te rrors a t pre sent thre aten ing he r ,
begged her , conj ured he r, t o mode rate her grie f
not t o take i t upon he r for e ve r , but in contemplating
the li fe he had spent in virtue t o find legi tima te solace
for the loss of he r husband . Paulina replied by
a ssuring him that she t oo had made de ath he r

choice , and she demanded her part in the e xe cu

t ioner
’

s stroke . Se ne ca ,
not wishing t o stand in

the w ay of he r glory , and influenced a lso by his
affe ction , that he migh t not le ave the woman w ho

enj oyed his whole - hea rte d love e xposed t o outrage ,
now sa id I had shown you t he mi tigations ofl ife ,

you pre fe r the distinction of de ath : I shal l no t

grudge your se tting that example . M ay t he

courage of thi s brave endi ng be di vided equa l ly
be twe en us both , but maymore offame a ttend your
ow n departure ! Afte r this , they made t he

inci sion in the i r arms with a single cut . Sene ca ,

since his aged body , emacia ted furthe r by fruga l
l iving , gave slow e scape t o the blood , se ve red as

w e l l the arte rie s in the leg and behind the kne e .

1

Exhausted by the racking pa ins , and anxious le st
his suffe rings might bre ak down the Spiri t of his
wife , and he himse l f lapse into we akne ss a t t he

sight ofhe r agony , he pe rsuade d her t o withdra w
into anothe r bedroom. And since , e ven a t the last
moment hi s e loquence rema ined at command , he
ca lled his se cre tarie s , and dictated a long di scourse ,
which has be en gi ven t o t he publi c in his ow n words ,
and which I the re fore re fra in frommodifying .

LXIV . Ne ro , howe ve r , w ho had no priva te ani
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n e gli
’

sce re t invidi a crude li t a t is, iabel
1 inhibe ri mor

t em. Hort ant ibusmilit ibus se rvi libe rt ique obligant
brachia , premunt sanguinem, incert uman ignarae .

Nam, ut e st vulgus ad de te riora prompt um, non

defue re qui credere n t , done c inplacabilemNe ronem
t imue rit , famamsoc ia t ae cummaritomorti s pe t ivisse
de inde oblatami t iore spe blandiment is vi tae e vi ct am
cui addidit paucos poste a annos , laudab i l i inmarit um
memoria e t ore acmembris in eumpalloremalbent i

bus, ut ost ent u i e sse tmultumvita lis spiritus egest um.

Sene ca inte rim, duran t e t rac t u e t lent it udine morti s .

St a t iumAnnaeum. diu sibi amicit ia e fide e t a rte
medicinae probatum, ora t provisumpridemvenenum.

quo damna t i publico At heniensiumiudicio e xtingue
rent ur, prome re t ; adla t umque hausit frustra , frigi
dus iama rtus e t e luso corpore adve rsumvimveneni .

Postremo stagnumca lidae aquae int roiit , respergens

proximos servorum addita voce ,
liba re se liquorem

illumIovi l ibe ratori . Eximba lneo inla t us e t vapore
e ius exanimat us, - sine ullo fune ris sollemni cremat ur
It a codic illis pra escripse rat , cume tiamt umpraedives
e t praepot ens supremis suis consu lere t .

LXV. Fama fuit SubriumFlavum2
cumce nturioni

1 <iubet>Heznszus .

2 FlavumBelcker : fi av ium.

1 Hemlock—a choice t o be expect ed.

2 T he same remark is made by T hrasea a t XVI. 35—t he
only ot her place , it is sa id , apart fromcoins ofNero and a

calendar,
‘

in whi ch this La t in version of 2 60;
occurs.
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bus occulto consilio ,
neque tamemignorante Sene ca ,

de st inavi sse , u t post occisumope ra Pisonis Neronem
Piso quoque int e rfi cere t ur t rade re t urque impe ri um
Seneca e , quasi insont ibus clarit udine vi rt ut um ad

summum fastig iumde le ct o . Quin e t ve rba Flav i 1
vulgabant ur, non referre dede cori , si citha roedus
demovere t ur e t t ragoedus succede re t , quia ut Ne ro
citha ra , it a Piso tragico orna t u caneba t .

LXVI . Ce te rummi l i ta ri s quoque conspirat io non

ultra fefelli t , accensis indicibus ad prodendum
FaeniumRufum, queme undemconsciume t inquisi
torem non t ole rabant . Ergo instanti mini t ant ique
reni dens Scae vinus neminem a it plura scire quam
ipsum, hort at urque ult ro reddere t t ambono principi
vicem. Non vox adve rsume a Fa enio , non S i lentium,

sed ve rba sua praepedi ens e t pavoris manife st us,
ce t erisque e t maxime Ce rvario Proculo equi t e Ro

mano 2
ad convi ncendume umconisis , iussu impe ra

tori s a Cassio mi li te , qui ob insigne corporis robur
adst abat , corripit ur Vincit urqu e .

LXVI I . M ox e orundem indic io Subrius Flavus
t ribunus pervert it ur , primo di ssimili t udinemmorum
ad defensionem t rahens, ne que se a rmatum cum
ine rmibus e t effemina t is tantumfacinus consocia
turum; de in , post quam urguebat ur, confessioni s

1 Flav i Bekker flavii .

2
equit e R. Orelli equit er.

1 He t ook t he t i t le part in lyrical t ragedi es, as w as con

st ant ly done by the emperor himself: of. e .g. Sue t . Ner. 21,
inter cetera cantam'

t Cancw en pa rturientem, Oresten
fma tricidam,

Oed ipodem ocoa eca tum, Herculem insanum. T he de t a ils of

t hese performances are largely uncert a in.
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though not without Se ne ca ’s knowledge , that , once
Ne ro had be en struck down by the agency ofPiso ,

Piso should be disposed ofin hi s turn , and the empire
made ove r t o Seneca ; w ho would thus appe a r t o
have be en chosen for the supreme powe r by innocent
men , as a consequence ofhis distinguished virtue s .
More than this , the re w as a saying of Flavus
in circulation , tha t so far as di sgrace went , it w as

immate ria l i f a harpe r w as removed and a trag ic
actor took his place ”

; for Ne ro sing ing t o his
instrument w asma tched byPiso singing in his stage
costume .

1

LXVI . But the mi li ta ry conspiracy itse lf no longe r
e vaded de te ction ; for the informe rs we re stung into
denouncing Faenius Rufus , whom they could no t

tole rate in t he doub le part ofaccomplice and inquisi
t or . Accordingly , in the midst ofFa enius

’

brow
be a ting and thre a ts , Scaevinus obse rved with a

civil sne e r tha t no one knewmore than himse l f, and
pre sented himwi th the advice t o show his gratitude
t o so kindly a prince . Faenius w as unab le t o re tort
e ithe r by spe e ch or by si lence . Tripping ove r hi s
words , and patently te rrified , while the re st—and

notably the Roman kn ight Ce rvarius Proculus

stra ined e ve ry ne rve for his conviction , he w a s

se i zed and bound , a t the empe ror ’s orde r , by t he

private soldie r Cassius , w ho w as standi ng ne ar in
conside ration ofhis rema rkable bodily strength .

LXVI I . Be fore long , the e vidence of the same
group de stroyed the tribune Subrius Flavus . At
first he sought t o make un likene ss of characte r a

ground ofde fence a man ofthe sword , l ike himse lf,
would ne ve r have shared so de spe rate an ente rprise
wi th unarmed effeminate s . The n ,

as he w as pre ssed
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gloriamample xus . Int e rroga t usque a Ne rone , qui
bus cansi s ad oblivionem sacramenti proce ssisse t
Oderam t e inquit , nec quisquam tib i fide li or
milit um fuit

,
dum amari meru ist i . Odi sse coepi ,

post quam parricida matris 1 e t uxoris , auriga e t

hi strio e t incendiarius e xt it ist i .
” Ipsa re t t uli ve rba ,

quia non , u t Sene cae , vulgata e rant , necmi nus nosci
de cebat mi l itari s vi ri sensus incompt os e t va lidos .
Nihil in i l la coniura t ione gravins auribus Ne ronis

accidi sse const it it , qui u t faciendi s sce leribus promp
tus , it a audiendi quae facere t insolens e rat . Poena
Flavi Ve ianio Nigro tribuno mandat ur . I s proximo

in agro scrobemeffodi iussit , quamvi sam2 Flavus u t
humi lem e t angust am increpans, circumstantibus
mili t ibus. Ne hoc quidem inquit e x di sciplina .

Admoni t usque fort it er protende re ce rvicem, Uti
nam a it tu t amfort it er fe ria s ! Et i lle multum
tremen s , cumvix duobus ict ibus caput ampu t av isse t ,
saevi t i amapud Ne ronemiact avit , se squiplaga inte r
fe ct uma se dicendo .

LXVI I I . Proximumconst anti ae exemplumSu lpi

cius Aspe r centurio praebui t , percont ant i Ne t omi , cur
in caedem suamconspiravisse t , brevit er re spondens

non a lite r
'

t ot flagi t us e ius subveni ri pot u i sse . T um
i ussam poenam subii t . Ne c ce t eri cent uriones in

perpe t iendi s suppli ciis degeneravere : a t non Faenio

1 matris <e t fra t ris> N ipp erdey.

2 quamv isamWa lther : quamvis.
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Rufo par animus , sed lament at iones sua s e tiam in
te stamentumcont ulit .

Oppe rieba t ur Ne ro , ut Vest inus quoque consul in
crimen a t t rahere t ur , Violent um e t infensum ra tus
sed e x coniurat is consilia cumVe st ino nonmiscu erant ,
quidam ve t ust is in eum simult at ibus, plures, quia
pra ecipit em e t insociabilem credebant . Ce te rum
Ne roni odiumadve rsus Vest inumex intima sodalit at e
coepera t , dum hi e ignaviam principis peni t us

cognit amdespicit , i l le fe rociamamici me t ui t , saspe
asperis face t iis inlusus , qua e ubi multum ex ve ro
t raxe re , aerem sui memoriam re linquunt . Acce s
serat repens causa , quod Ve st inus St at iliamMe ssa
l imamma trimonio sib i iunxera t , haud nescius inte r
adult eros e ius e t Caesareme sse .

LX IX . Igiturnon crimine ,
non accusatore e xistente ,

quia spe ciem indi ci s induere non pot erat , ad vim
dominat ionis

'

conversus G erellanum t ribunum cum
cohortemi li t uminmit t it iube t que prae venire conatus
consulis, occupare velut arcem e ius , opprime re
dele ct amiuvent u t em, quia Ve st inus inminent is foro
a ede s de coraque servit ia e t pari ae t at e habebat .

Cunct a 6 0 die munia consulis impleve ra t convivium
que ce lebrabat , n ihi lme t uens an dissimulandome tu ,
cum ingre ssi mi li te s vocari eum a tribuno dixere .

I lle nihil demora t us e xsurgit e t omni a simul pro
perant ur : claudi t ur cub iculo , prae sto est medi cus ,

1 Great - great -

granddaught er of t he St a t ili us T aurus men
t ioned a t VI. 11. Aft er t he dea t h ofPoppaea , she became t he
wife ofNero , her fift h husband, post queminteremp tumet

op ibus cl fama et ingenio p lurimamva lu i t (E. Juv . VI .
O t ho had dest ined herfor hiswife , and his t w o last let t erswere
for her and hi s sist er (Sue t . 0 th.
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—LXIX.

Rufus
, w ho imported his lamentations e ven into his

will .
Nero w as wa iting for the consul Ve st inus t o be a lso

incriminated
,
rega rding himas a violent characte r

and an enemy . But the conspirators had not shared
the i r plans with Ve st inus— some through old ani

mosit ie s, the maj ority be cause they conside red
himhe adstrong and impossib le as a pa rtne r . Ne ro ’s
hatred ofhimhad grown ou t ofintimate companion
ship—Vest inus unde rstanding pe rfe ctly , and de

spising , the pusillan imi ty of t he sove re ign ; the

sove re ign a fra id ofthe ma sterful friend w ho so often
mocked himwi th that rough humour which , i f i t
draws t oo large ly on truth , le ave s pungentmemorie s
behind . An addi tiona l , and re cent , motive w as

tha t Vest inus had contracted a marriage w ith
St at ilia Me ssa l ina ,

1 though we l l aware that the

Cae sar a lso w as among her paramours .
LX IX . Accordingly , wi th ne ithe r a charge nor an

accuse r forthcoming , Ne ro , pre cluded froma ssuming
the characte r of j udge , turned t o pla in de spotic
force , and sent out t he tribune . G e re llanus with
a cohort ofsoldi e rs , unde r orde rs t o fore sta ll the
attempts ofthe consul , se i ze what might be te rmed
his citade l , and suppre ss hi s chosen corps ofyouths
Ve st inusma inta ined a house ove rlooking the forum,

and a re tinue ofhandsome slave s ofuniform age .

On that day, he had fulfi l led the whole ofhis consula r
functions , and w as holding a di nne r- party , e ithe r
apprehending nothing or anxious t o di ssemble
whateve r he apprehended , when soldi e rs ente red
and sa id the tribune w as asking for him. He rose
w i thout de lay , and all w as hurried through in a

moment . He shut himse lf in his bedroom, the
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abscindunt ur venae ,
vigen s adhuc ba lneo infert ur ,

ca li da aqua me rsa t ur , nulla edita voce , qua seme t
mise rare t ur. Circumda t i inte rimcustodi a qui simul
discubuerant , ne c nisi prove cta nocte omissi sunt ,
post quam pavorem eorum,

e x men sa e xiti um
oppe rient ium, e t imagina t us e t inridens Ne ro satis
supplicii luisse a i t pro e puli s consula ribus.

LXX . EximAnnae i 1 Lucani caedemimpe rat . I s
profluent e sanguine ubi frigescere pede s manusque
e t paula t im ab extremi s cede re spiri t um fe rvido
adhuc e t compotementis pectore int ellegi t , recorda t us
ca rme n a se composit um, quo vulnerat ummi litem
pe r e ius modi morti s imaginem obisse tradidera t ,
ve rsus ipsos re t t ulit , e aque i lli suprema vox fuit .

Sene cio posthac e t Quint i anus e t Sca evinus non e

priore vitae molli t ia , mox re liqu i coni ura t orum
periere nullo facto dict ove memorando .

LXX I . Sed comple ri inte rim urbs funeribus,
Capitol ium vict imi s ; a li us fi li o , fra tre a li us au t

propinquo aut ami co int erfe ct is, age re grate s de i s ,
ornare lauru domumgenua ipsius advolvi e t dext ram
osculis fa tigare . Atque i l le gaudium id credens
Ant onii Nat ali s e t Cervarii Proculi fe st inat a indicia
inpuni t at e remunera t ur . M ili chus praemi is di t at us
conserva t oris sibi nomen , G rae co e ius re i vocabulo ,

1 Annae i B itter (M . Annae i Rhena nus ) mane na et .

1 Unfort una te ly , few worse passages can have revisited the
memory ofa dyingman . T he most relevant and least absurd
lines are (III. 642 sqq . ) —f

p( l7
‘

6 ult ima trunc i T radid i t in letum
vacua -s vita lflms arlas ; At t uma

'

d us qua pulmo iacet , qua visw m
fervent , Ha esemnt ibi fa ta diu , lucta la que multumHac cum
parte viri vix omn 'ia membra tulerunt . In Suetonius , t he ruling
passion finds anot her vent z—Codicillos ad pa tremde corri

gend is qu ibusdam versibus su i -s exa ra vit , epula tusque la rgi ler
bra chia ad seca nda s venasmedico pra ebu i t (v it . Luc. ad fin ) .
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adsumpsi t . E t ribunis G avius S i lvanus , quamvis
absolu t us , sua manu cecidit ; Sta tius Proxumus
veniam

,
quam ab impe ratore accepe ra t , vani tate

e xitus corrupit . Exu t i dehinc t ribuna t u 1

Pompe ius , Corne l ius Ma rtia li s , Flavius Nepos , Sta tius
Domi tius , qua si principemnon quidemodissent , sed

tamemexist imarent ur . Novio Pri sco pe r amicit iam
Seneca e e t G lit io Ga llo a tque Anni o Pollioni infama
tis mag i s quam convi c t is data e xilia . Priscum
Art oria Flaccilla coni unx comit a t a e st , G a llum
Egna t ia M ax imi lla , magn is primum e t in t egris

opibus, post adempt is, quae u t raque gloriam e ius
auxe re . Pe lli t ur e t Rufrius Crispinus occa sione
coniura t ioni s , sed Neroni invi sus , quod Poppa e am
qudndamma t rimoni o t enu e ra t . Ve rginiumFZa '

vum
et M usonium2 Bufum clarit udo nominis e xpuli t

namVerginius studi a iuvenume loqu ent ia ,
M usoni us

prae cept is sapientia e foveba t . Cluvidieno Quie to ,

Iulio Agrippa e , Bli t io Ca t u lino ,
Pe tron io Prisco

Iulio Altino , ve lut in agmen e t numerum, Aega e i

maris insula e pe rmit t unt ur . At Ca edi cia 3 uxor
Sca evini e t Ca e senn ius 4 Maximus I talia prohibent ur ,
reos fuisse se tantumpoena expert i . Acilia mate r
Annae i Lucani sine absolu t ione , s ine supplic io
dissimulata .

Ritier .
—A pfa enomen or cognomen ismissing.

<Flavum e t Muson ium> Rup ert i , <e t Musonium
Lip sius>

3 Cae dicia Greili cadicia .

‘1 Caesenn ius]Caeson ius M art . VI] , 44.

1 Commanders ofprae t orian cohort s. T he number involved
or under suspicion—s ixment ioned here , and Subrins Flavus
is remarkable .

2 Wha t t he end may have been, is unknow n.
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Saviour . Of t he tribune s ,1 G a vius Si lvanus , though
acquitt e d , fe l l by his ow n hand ; Statius Proxumus
st ult ifi ed the pardon he had re ce i ved from the

empe ror by the fol ly ofhis end .

2 Then Pom
pe ius , Corne l ius Martia l i s , Flavius Nepos , and

Statius Domitius , we re deprived of the ir
'

rank , on

the ground tha t , w i thout hating t he Cae sar , they
had ye t the reputa tion ofdoing so . Novius Priscus ,
as a friend of Sene ca , Glit ius Ga l lus and Annius

Poll io as discredited if ha rdly convicted , we re
fa voured with sentence s of e xile . Priscus w as

accompani ed by his wi fe Art oria Flacc illa ,
Ga llus by

Egnat ia M aximilla ,

3 the mi stre ss ofa gre a t fortune ,

at first le ft intact bu t a fte rwards confisca ted—t w o

circumstance s which redounded equa lly t o he r fame .

Rufrius Crispinus w as a lso bani shed : t he conspiracy
supplied the occa sion , bu t he w as de te sted by Ne ro
as a forme r husband of Poppa e a . T o Ve rg in ius

Flavus ‘1
and M usonius Rufus e xpulsion w as brought

by the lustre ofthe i r name s ; for Ve rginius foste re d
the studi e s ofyouth by his e loquence , M usonius by
the precepts ofphi losophy . As though t o comple te
the tr0 0 p and a round numbe r , Cluvidienus Quie tus ,
Juli us Agrippa ,

Blit ius Ca tu linus, Pe tronius Pri sons .

and Julius Alt inus we re a l lowed the Aege an i slands .
But Scaevinus ’ wife Caedi cia and Caesennius Ma xi
mus 5 we re debarred fromIta ly , and bythe ir pun ish
ment— and that a lone—discove red tha t they had

be en on tria l . Lucan
’

s mothe r Acilia w as ignored ,
without acquitta l and without pena lty .

3 T he pa ir spent the ir exile in Andros, where an inscript ion
has survived t o a t t est t he ir populari ty .

A rhe t orician and tut or of Persius.
—For Musoni us, see

XIV. 59 n.

5 A friend orSeneca (Ep . 87 ct . Mart . VII. 44,
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LXX I I . Quibus perpe t ra t is Ne ro e t cont ione

mili t umhab ita b ina nummummi li a virit immanipu
la ribus divi sit addidit que sine pre t io frume ntum,

quo ante ex modo annonae u t ebant ur . T um,

quasi ge sta be llo exposit urus, voca t sena t um e t

triumpha le de cus Pe tron io T urpiliano consu lari ,
Cocce io Ne rva e pra e tori designa t e ,

T ige llino prae
fe cto prae t orii t ribuit , T ige llinum e t Ne rvam it a

e xt ollens , u t supe r t riumphalis in foro imagine s apud
Pa latiumquoque effigies eorumsist ere t . Consu laria

insigni a Nymphidio , .

1 quia nunc primumobla
tus e st , pauca repe t am: name t ipse pars Romana
rum cladium e ri t . Igitur matre l ibe rtina e rtus ,
qua e corpus de coruminte r se rvos li be rt osqu e princi
pumvu lgave ra t , e x Ga io Cae sa re se genit umfe reba t ,
quoni am forte quadam hab i tu proce rus e t torvo
vult u e ra t , si ve Ga i us Cae sar , scort orum quoque
cupiens, e tiammatri e ius inlusit .

2

LXXI I I . Sed Ne ro 3
ora t ione inte r patre s habi ta ,

edictum apud populum e t conlat a in libros indicia
confe ssione squ e damna t orumadi unxi t . Et enimcre

bro vulgi rumore lacerabat ur , tamquamviros claros
e t insont is ob invidiam aut me tum e xt inxisse t .

1 B i tter.

2 Wa rm.

3 Nero Nipp erdey Nero voca t o seh a t a .

1 T he prae torians .
—T he corn - rat ion oft he legionaries seems

t o have been a lready gra t uitous : a t a ll event s
,
t here is no

ment ion ofit as a charge on t he ir pay,
in the l ist ofgrievances

a t I. 17 .

2 See XIV. 29 n. Nerva is t he fu t ure emperor.

3 He now replaced Faenius Rufus as T ige llinus’ colleague in
the prae torian prefect shi p , an appointment which must have
beenment ioned e it her in t his la cuna or in t he nex t . T he only
de t a iled account ofhis t reachery , fi rst t o Nero, t hen to Galba ,
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Ce te rumcoept amadult amque e t revict amconiura

t ionem neque tunc dubit ave re , quibus ve rum no

scendi cura e ra t , e t fa t ent ur , qui post int erit um
Neronis in urbem regre ssi sunt . At in sematu
cunct is , ut cu ique plurimummae roris, in adula
t ionemdemissis, IuniumG allionem, Sene cae frat ris

morte pavidum e t pro sua incolumit a t e supplicem,

increpu it Salienus Clemens , host em e t parricidam
vocans, done c consensu patrum de t errit us e st , ne

publicis ma l i s abuti ad occasionem privati odu

videre t ur , neu composita aut obli t t era t a mansue ta
dine principis novamad saevit iamre t rahe re t .

LXXIV . T umdona 1
e t grate s de i s decernunt ur ,

propriusque honos Sol i , cui e st ve tus a ede s apud
circum, in quo facinus parabat ur, qui occulta coniu

ra t ionis numine re t e xisse t ; utque circensiumCe re
a lium ludicrum pluribus e quorum cu rsibus ce le
brare t ur mensisque April is Neroni s cognoment um
acc ipere t ; templumSa luti e xst ruere t ur e o loci .

2

e x quo Scaevinus fe rrum prompsera t . Ipse eum
pugionem apud Capitolium sacravi t inscripsit que

Iovi Vindi ci : in prae sens haud animadversumpost
1 dona J . F . Grenovms decre t a dona .

z

1 Originally M . Annaeus Novat us ; t hen , aft er his adopt ion
(VI. 3 L. Annaeus Ianius Ga lli o . He owes his celebrity
t o the proconsula t e ofAcha ia whi ch brought himint o cont act

wi t h St . Paul (Acts xvi ii . 12 He perished a year aft er

the Pi

gpI
nian conspiracy—by suicide , according to Jerome .

X 12 n.
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Stil l , that a conspiracy w as ini tiated , ma tured , and

brought home t o its authors , w as ne i the r doubted
a t t he pe riod bythose w ho we re a t pa ins t o a sce rta in
the facts , nor i s den ied by the e xile s w ho have
re turned t o t he capital since t he de ath of Ne ro .

But in the sena te , whilst all membe rs , e specia l ly
those with most t o mourn , we re stooping t o syce
phancy, Jun ius Ga l lio ,

1 di smayed by the de ath ofhis
brothe r Sene ca , and pe titioning for his ow n e xistence ,
w as attacked by Salienus Clemens , w ho styled him
the enemy and parricide ofhis country ; until he
w as de te rred by the unan imous re que st of the

Fa the rs tha t he would avoid the appe arance of

abusing a nationa l sorrow for the purpose s of a

priva te ha t red , and would not re awaken crue lty by
re curring t o matte rs e i the r settled or cance lled by
the clemency oft he sove re ign .

LXXIV . Offe rings and thanks we re then vote d t o
He aven , the Sun ,

w ho has an old temple in t he

Ci rcus , w he re the crime w a s t o be staged , rece iving
spe cia l honour for reve aling by his di vine powe r the
se cre ts ofthe conspiracy . T he Circensian Game s of
Ce re s we re t o be ce lebrated w ith an incre a sed
numbe r ofhorse - race s ; the month ofApri l w as t o

take the name ofNe ro ; 2 a temple ofSafe ty w as t o

be e re cted on the site .

3 fromwhich Scaevinus
had taken his dagge r . Tha t we apon the empe ror
himse lf conse cra ted in the Capitol , and inscribed
it T o Jove the Avenger . At the time , the incident
passed unnoticed afte r the armed rising ofthe othe r

3 In t he lacun a were spe cifi ed ,
fi rst the point ofRome at

which a new t emple w as t o be erect ed t o Sa la s, t hen t he

memoria l to be placed in her old t emple at Ferent inum
( chap .
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arma Iulii Vindic is ad auspicium e t prae sagium
fut urae ult ionis t raheba t ur. Reperio in commem
t ariis senatus CerialemAnic iumconsulemde signa
t umpro sententia dixisse , u t templumdivo Ne ron i
quamma t urrime publ ica pe cuni a ponere t ur. Quod
quidemi l le dece rneba t tamquammorta le fastigium
egre sso e t venera t ionemhominumme rito , sed ipse

prohiba it , me interpreta tione
1
quorundam ad omen

ac votum2 sui e xitus vert ere t ur : namdeumhonor
principi non ante habe tur , quamage re inte r homine s
de sierit .

1

1

<sed interpre tat ione> B a lm.

z
omen ac vot umHeinisch, R. Seyffert omn ia dolum. Med . ,

omenma lumHeinsius .

~—No emenda tion is entirelysa tisfactory.
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L IBER XVI

I . INLUS IT dehinc Ne roni fortuna per vanit at em
ipsius e t premi ssa Cae selli Bassi , qui origine Poenus,
mente turb ida , noct urna e quie t is imag inemad spem
haud dubiae re i t ra xit ,

1
vec t usque Remam, principis

adit um emerca t us, e xpromit repert um in agro suo

spe cum a ltitudine inmensa , quo magna vis auri
eont ine re t ur , non in formampe cunia e , sed rudi e t
antiquo ponde re . La t e re s quippe pra egravis iacere ,

adst ant ibus parte a l ia columnis ; qua e per tantum
a e vi occulta 2

augendis prae sent ibus bon i s . Ce te rum
,

u t 3 conje ctura demonst raba t ,4 Dido Phoenissam
Tyro profugam condi ta Carthagine i lla s ope s abdi
di sse , ne novus populus n imia pe cunia lascivire t , aut
rege s Numidarum, e t alias infensi , cupidine auri ad
be l lumaccende rent ur.

I I . Igitur Ne ro ,
non auct oris, non ipsius negotii

fide satis spe ct at a ne c miss is , per quos nosce re t an

ve ra adfe rrent ur, auge t ult ro rumoremmit t itque ,
qui ve lu t para t am praedam advehe rent . Dantur

1 dubiae re i t rax it Doederle in dubie re t rax it .

2
occult a] occult a ta N ipp erdey.

3
[ut ]M advig.

‘1 demonst raba t Halm: demonst ra t .
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trireme s e t de lect um remigium1 iuvandae fe stina
t ioni . Ne c a li ud per illos di e s populus creduli t a t e ,

prudente s 2 dive rsa fama t ulere . Ac forte quin
qu ennale ludicrum se cundo lustro ce lebrabat ur, ab

orat oribusque
3
pra ecipuama te ri a in laudemprincipis

adsumpt a e st . Non enimsoli tas tantumfruge s nec
confusumme t allis 4 aurumgigni , sed nova ube rt at e

provenire t errame t obvias ope s deferre deos , quae
qu e a lia summa facundia ne c mi nore adulat ione

se rvil ia fingebant , se curi de facil itate credent is.

I I I . Gliscebat inte rimluxuria spe inan i , consume
bant urqu e ve t ere s ope s quasi obla t is, qua s mult os
per anuos prodige re t . Quin e t inde iam larg i
ebat ur ; e t divi t iarume xspe ct a t io inte r causas pau
pert a t is publi ca e e rat . Nam Bassus , effosso agro
suo lat isqu e circumarvi s , dumhunc illumlocumpro
mi ssi spe cus adseverat , sequunt urque non modo
mi li te s , sed populus agrest ium efficiendo ope ri
adsumpt us, tandemposita va ecordi a non fa lsa ante a
somnia sua se que tunc primum e lusum admirans ,
pudorem e t me tummorte voluntaria effugi t . Qui
damvinct umac me x dimissum t radi dere adempt is
bonis in locumregiae gaze e .

1
remigiumBoxhom: navig ium.

2 prudentes Boxhorn : prodent is.

3
ab ora toribusque Baiter avarat oribus orat oribusque .

4 me t alli s <ali is> N ipp erdey.

1 T he Ne t onia (XIV . 20
2 For t he insane ext ravagance ofhis last phase

,
see H ist .

I. 20 : Sue t . Ner. 30 ; Plut . Qa lb. 16 .

340



BOOK XVI. 11 .
—111 .

trireme s , and t o be tte r the ir spe ed , picked oars
men ; and, throughout those days , this one theme
w as canvassed , by the popula ce with credulity , by
the prudent with ve ry diffe rent comments . It
happened , t oo , that this w as the second pe riod for
t he ce lebration ofthe Quinquennia l Game s ,1 and t he
incident w as taken by the orators as the principa l
te xt for the i r panegyrics of the sove re ign For

not the customary crops a lone , or gold a l loyed with
othe r me ta ls , we re now produced : the e arth gave
her incre a se with nove l fe cundity , and high he aven
sent we a lth unsought . And the re we re othe r
se rvil itie s , which they de ve loped wi th consummate
e loquence and not infe rior sycophancy , assured of

the e asy cre dence ofthe i r dupe !
I I I . Me anwhile , on t he strength ofthis idle hope ,

his e xtravagance grew , and tre a sure s long accumu
lated we re di spe rsed on the assumption that othe rs
had be en vouchsa fed which would se rve his pro
digality for many ye a rs . In fact , he w as a l re ady
drawing on this fund for his la rge sse s ; 2 and the

e xpe ctation of we a lth w as among the cause s of

nationa l pove rty . For Bassus—w ho had dug up
his ow n land a long wi th a wide stre tch ofthe adj acent
pla ins , a lways insisting that thi s or that w as the site
of t he promi sed cave , and fol lowed not simply by
the soldie rs but by a whole people ofrustics enlisted
t o carry out the work—at last threw offhis de lusion ,
and, wi th an a stonished prote st that ne ve r be fore
had his dre ams proved fa l l ib le and that thi s w as his
first de ception , avoided disgra ce and dange r by a

volunta ry dea th . By some t he statement is made
that he w as imprisone d , only t o be re leased shortly
afte rwa rds , his prope rty be ing confiscated t o re

place the que en ’s tre asure .
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IV . Int erea senatus , propinquo iamlustra l i ce rta
mine , ut dede cus ave rt e re t , offe rt impe ratori vic

t oriam cantus adi citque facundiae coronam, qua

ludicra deformit as ve lare t ur . Sed Ne ro nihil ambit u
ne c pote state senatus opus e sse dict it ans, se aequum
adve rsum aemulos e t re l igione iudicummerit am
laudem adse cut urum, primo carmen in scaena
re cit at ; me x flagit ant e vulgo ut omnia studi a sua

publi care t (hae c en im ve rba dixe re ) ingredit ur

the atrum, cunct is cithara e legibus obt empe rans, nr
fe ssus re sidere t , ne sudoremn i si e a ,

'

quamindut ui

gereba t , ve ste de t e rge re t , ut nulla oris au t narium
e xcrementa viserent ur. Postremo fle xus genu e t

coe t um illummanu vene ra t us sententias iudicum
opperieba t ur fi ct o pavore . Et plebs quidemurb is ,
hist rionumquoque ge stus iuvare soli ta , personaba t

ce rti smodis plausuqu e composit e . Crederes lae t ari ,

ac fort asse lae t abant ur per incuriampubl ici flagit ii .
V . Sed qui remot is e municipiis seve raque 1

adhuc

e t antiqui moris re tine nte Ita li a ,

1 quique pe r longin
quas provincias lascivia inexpert i offi cio legat ionum
aut privata ut ili t a t e advenerant , neque aspe ctum
illumt olerare neque labori inhonest o suffi ce re , cum
manibus ne scus fat iscerent , t urbarent gnaros ac

saepe amili t ibusve rberarent ur, qui per cuneosst abant ,

1
severaque re t inent e It a lia Agricola : severamque
re t inent es It aliam.
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n e quod t emporis mome ntum inpari clamore au t

s ilentio segni prae t e rire t . Const it it ple rosque equi
t um, dumper angustias adi tus e t ingruent emmulti
t udi nem enit unt ur , obt rit os, e t a lios , dum diem
noct emque sedilibus continuant , morbo e xit iabili

corrept os. Quippe gravie r inera t me tus , s i spe ct a
culo defuissent , multi s pa lam e t pluribus occult is,
u t nomi na ac vult us, alacrit a t em t rist it iamque
coeunt ium scrut arent ur . Unde t enuioribus statim
inroga t a suppli cia , adve rsum inlust ris di ssimulat um
ad prae sens e t me x reddi t umodi um. Ferebant que

Ve spasianum, tamquamsomno conivere t , a Phoebe
l ibe rto increpit um aegreque me liorum pre cibus

obt e ct um, me x inminent em pe rniciemma iore fato
effugisse .

VI . Post finem ludicri Poppae a mortem obut ,
fortui ta mariti iracundi a , a quo gravida ict u ca lci s
adfi ict a e st . Neque e nim ven enum credi de rim,

quamvis quidam script ore s t radant , odio magis
quam e x fide : quippe liberorumcupiens e t amori
uxori s obnoxius e ra t . Corpus non igni aboli t um, ut

Romanus mos, sed regume xt ernorumconsue tudine
diffe rt um odoribus condi t ur t umuloque Iuli orum
infe rt ur . Duct ae tamempubl ica e exsequ iae , lauda
v it qu e ipse apud rostra formame i us e t quod di vinae
infantis paren s fu isse t aliaque fort unae mune ra pro
virt ut ibus.

1 BySue toni us and Dio t he scene is la id in Greece during
t he imperial t our (Suet . Vesp . 4 ; D. Cass. LXVI . l l—wit h
which compare Sue t . Vesp .

Merely an ext ravagance ofremorse . Poppaea
’

s leaning
t o Judaism—she is ca lled fieooefirjg , a t echni ca l t erm for

proselyt e ,” in J0 3 . A .J . XX . 8, l l—can have had nothing t o
do w it h t he case .

3 I. 8 n .
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t o assure that not amome nt oftime should be wasted
in unmodula ted clamou1 or sluggi sh si lence . It w as

known that numbe rs of kn ights we re crushed t o

de ath while fighting the i r w ayup through the narrow
gangway and the inrush of the de scending crowd ,
and that othe rs , through spendi ng day and n ight on
the benche s , we re attacked by incurable di se a se .

For it w as a grave r ground offe ar t o be missing from
t he spe ctacle

,
since the re w as a host ofspie s openly

pre sent , and more in hiding , t o note t he name s and
face s , t he ga i e ty and gloom, ofthe assemb ly . Hence ,
the lot ofthe humble w as pun i shment , a t once in
fl icted : in the case oft he gre at , the debt ofha tred ,
dissemb led for a moment , w as spe edi ly repa id ; and

the story w as told that Ve spasian , reprimanded by
the fre edman Phoebus for closing his eye lids , and

scre ened with difficulty by the praye rs ofthe be tte r
party , w as on ly saved later from the impendi ng
de struction byhis prede stined gre a tne ss .

1

VI . Afte r t he close ofthe fe stiva l , Poppae a me t
her end through a chance outburst ofange r on the

part ofher husband , w ho fe l led her with a kick during
pr .egnancy That poison played its part I amun

able t o be lieve , though t he a sse rtion is made by
some writers le ss fromconviction than fromhatred ;
for Ne ro w as de sirous ofchildren , and love for his
w ife w as a ruling passion . T he body w as not

crema ted in the Roman style , but , in conformi ty
w ith the practice offore ign courts , w as emba lmed
by stuffing w ith spice s ,2 then la id t o re st in the

mausoleum3
ofthe Julian race . Sti ll , a publi c fune ra l

w as he ld ; and the empe ror a t t he Rostra eulog ized
her beauty , the fact that she had be e n t he mothe r
ofan infant daughte r now divine , and othe r favours
offortune which did duty for V irtue s .
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VI I . Mortem Poppae a e u t pa lam tristem, it a

re cordant ibus la e t am ob inpudi cit iam e ius saevi

t iamque , nova insupe r invidi a Ne ro complevi t pro
hibendo C. Cassiumofficio e xse qui arum, quod primum
indi ciumma li . Ne que in longumdi lat um est , sed

S i lanus addi tur , nul lo crimi ne , ni si quod Cas sius
ep ibus ve t ust is e t gravitate morum, Si lanus clari
t udine gene ris e t mode sta inventa praecelleban t .

Igi tur mi ssa ad sena t umorat ione removendos a re

publica u t rosqu e disseru it , obiect avi t que Cassio ,

quod inte r imag ine sma iorume t iamC. Ca ssi effigiem
coluisse t , it a inscript am Duci part ium quippe
semi na be lli civili s e t defe ct ionema domo Cae sarum
qua esit am. Ac ne memoria tantuminfensi nomin i s
ad discordias ut ere t ur , adsumpsisse L . Silanum

,

iuvenemgene re nobilem, an imo prae rupt um, quem
novis rebus ost ent are t .

VI I I . Ipsumdehinc Silanumincrepuit isdemqui
bus pa t ruum e ius T orqua t um, tamquamdispone re t

iamimpe ri i curas prae fi cere t que rat ionibus e t libe llis

e t epist ulis libe rtos , inani a simul e t fa lsa : nam
S i lanus int ent ior me tu e t exit io pat ru i ad pra e ~
cavendume xt errit us e ra t . Induct i posthac vocabulo

indi cum, qui in Lepidam, Cassii uxorem, S i lan i
emi tam,

ince st umcumfra t ris fi lio e t di ros sacrorum

1 XV . 52 n .

2 T he t yranni cide , ofwhomt he jurist w as a linea l descend
ant (XII. 12 —T he gravamen oft he charge w as doubt less
t he ins cript ion . T ha t t here w as no absolu t e prohi bit ion of

such efi
’
figies is shown by t he words ofCremut ius Cordus a t IV .

35 , bu t t he hero -worship ofCassius and t he Brut i had i t s
dangers : see , for inst ance , III. 76 ; IV. 34 ; XVI . 22 .
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ritus confingerent . T rahebant ur u t
‘censen Vulca

cius 1 T ullinus 2 ac Marce llus Corne li us sena t ore s e t

Calpurnius Fabat us e que s Romanus ; qui appe lla t e
principe inst ant em damna t ionem frustrati , me x
Ne ronem circa summa sce le ra dist ent um qu asi
minore s evasere .

IX . Tunc consulto senatus Cas sio e t Si lano e xilia

de ce rnunt ur : de Lepida Cae sar st at uere t . De

port a t usque in insulam Sardiniam Cassius , e t

sene ct us e ius e xpe ct aba t ur . S ilanus , tamquam
Naxumdevehe re t ur , O st iamamotus , post municipio
Apuliae ,

cui nomen Ba rium e st , claudi t ur . Illic

indignissimumcasumsap ient e r te le rans a centurione
ad ca edem mi sso corripit ur ; su adent iqu e venas
abrumpere , animum quidemmorti dest ina t um ait ,

sed non remi t t ere 3 pe rcussori gloriamminist erii .
At centurio quamvis inermem, praevalidum tamem
e t irae quam timori propiorem ce rnens premi a

milit ibus iube t . Ne c omisit Si lanus obni t i e t in

tende re ictus , quantum manibus nudi s valeba t ,

done c a centurione vulneribus adve rsis tamquam in
pugna cadere t .

X . Haud minus prompte L . Ve tus socrusque e ius
Se xt ia e t Polli t t a 4 fi lia necemsubiere , 1nv1$1 pri nci pi ,
tamquam vi vendo e xprobrarent int erfectum e sse 5

1 Vulcacius] volca t 1us M ed .

2 T a llinns] T ert ullinus H ist . I V 9 .

3
remit t ere M ed.

1
: peremit t ere M ed.

Pollit t a Nipp erdey : polii t ia .

5
esse] a se Ernesti .

1 Grandfat her of the w ife of t he younger Pliny , nine of

whose let t ers are addressed t o him.

2 In spit e , however, ofhis advanced age and blindness
,
he

returned under Vespasian .
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ce remoni e s . T he senators Vulcacius T ullinus and

Corne lius Marce llus we re brought in as accompli ce s ,
w ith the Roman knight Calpurnius Fabat us.

1 The i r
imminent condemnation they cheated byappealing t o
the empe ror , and late r , as be ing ofmi nor importance ,
made good the ir e scape fromNe ro , now fully occupied
bycrime s ofthe firstmagni tude .

IX . Then , by de cre e of the senate , sentence s of

e xile we re reg iste red aga inst Cass ius and Si lanus
on the case ofLepida the Cae sa r w as t o pronounce .

Cassius w as deported t o the island ofSardi ni a , and

old age le ft t o do its work .

2 S i lanus , ostensib ly
bound for Naxos , w as remove d t o Ostia , and afte r
wards confined in an Apulian town by t he name of

Barium.

3 The re ,
whi le supporting with philosophy

hi smost unworthy fate , he w as se i zed bya centurion
sent for the slaughte r . T o the sugge stion that he
should cut an a rte ry , he replied tha t he had,

in fact ,
made up his mind t o die , bu t could not e xcuse the
assassin his glorious duty . T he centurion , howeve r ,
notic ing that , i f unarmed , he w as ve ry strongly
bui lt and be trayedmore ange r than timidity , orde red
his men t o ove rpowe r him. Si lanus did not fa i l t o
struggle , and t o strike wi th what vigour his bare fists
permitted , until he dropped unde r the sword oft he

centurion , as upon a fie ld ofbattle , his wounds in front .
X . With not le ss courage Lucius Ve tus ,4 hismothe r

i
'

n - law Sext ia , and his daughter Pollit t a ,5 me t the i r
doom: the y we re loathed by the empe ror , w ho took
the i r li fe t o be a standi ng prote st aga inst the slaying

3 Bari , on the Adr ia t ic, about 70 miles N.W . ofBrind isi ;
in the t ime ofHorace , and probably ofNero , li t t le more than
a fi shing

- village , now a considerable ci ty .

4 L . Ant ist ius Ve t us (XIII . l l , 53 ; XIV .

5 T he An t ist ia ofXIV. 22 .
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Rubellium Plaut um, generum L . Ve t eris. Sed

init ium de t egendae saevit iae praebui t int e rversis

patroni rebus ad accusandum t ransgredi ens Fort u

natus libert us, adscit o Claudio Demi ano quemob

flagit ia vinct uma Ve te re Asiae pro consule e xsolvit

Ne ro in praemiumaccusa t ionis. Quod ubi cogni tum
reo ,

seque e t Iibert umpari sorte componi , Formianos
in agros digredit ur. Illi c e um mi li te s occulta
custodia circumdant . Ade rat fi lia , supe r ingruens
pe riculum longo dolore at rox , e x quo percussores

Plauti mariti sui videra t ; cruent amque cervicem
e ius amplexa se rvaba t sanguineme t ve ste s respersas,
vidua inpe xa 1 lue tu cont inue ne c ulli s aliment is ni si
quae mortemarcerent . T umhort ant e patre Ne a

polimpergit . Et qui a adi t u Neronis prohibeba t ur,

egressus obsidens, audi re t insont emneve consulatus

sui quondamcollegamdede re t libe rto ,modomuli ebri
e iulat u , aliquando sexum egre ssa voce infensa

c lami t abat , done c princeps inmobilemse pre cibus e t

invidiae iuxt a ost endi t .

XI. Ergo nunt ia t patri abice re speme t uti nece ssi
tate : simul adfertur para ri cognit ionemsenatus e t

t rucem sent ent iam. Nee defue re qui monerent
magna e x parte heredemCa e saremnuncupare a tque
it a nepot ibus de re li que consule re . Quod asperna t us,

1 inpexa Petavius inplexa .

1 XIII . 19 n .

2 XIV. 59.

3 T he precaution w as usual a couple ofinst ances are t he
w ill ofPrasu t agus (XIV . 31) and that ofAgricola (Agr.
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ne v itamproxime libert at emact amnovissimo se rvitio
foedare t , largi t ur in se rvos quantumade ra t pe cuniae ;
e t si qua asport ari possent , sib i quemqu e deducere ,
tris modo le ct ulos ad suprema re t ineri inhe t . Tunc
e odem in cub iculo , eodem fe rro abscindunt vena s ,
prope riqu e e t singuli s ve st ibus ad ve re cundiamve lati
baline is inferunt ur , pate r fi li am, avi a nept em, i lla
u t rosque int u ens, e t ce rt at im precant e s labenti
animae ce le reme xi t um, u t relinque rent suos supe r
stite s e t mori t uros. Servavit que ordinem fortuna ,

ac sen iore s prius , t umcui prima a e t a s e xt inguun t ur.

Accusati post sepult uram decre t umqu e ut more
ma iorumpunirent ur . Et Ne ro int ercessit , mortem
sine a rb i tro permi t t ens : e a caedibus pe ract is

hrdi bria adiciebant ur .

XII. Publius 1 Ga llus eque s Romanus , quod
Faenio Rufo in t imus e t Ve t e ri non a l ienus fue ra t ,
aqua a tque ign i prohibit us e st . Libe rto e t accusa
tori pra emiumope rae locus in the atre inte r viatore s
t ribuni cios dat ur . Et mense s ,2 qui Aprilem eun

demque Nerone um sequ ebant ur ,
2 Ma ius Claudii ,

Iunius 3 Ge rmanici vocabulis mu t ant ur , t est ifi cant e
Corne l io O rfi t o , qui id censuera t , irleo Iunium

1 Publius]Rubrius N ipperdey (cf. H ist . II . 51 ;
2 menses sequebant ur Nipperdey mensis

sequebat ur .

3 Ian ius] Iulius I/ ip si us (M advig, Ha tm) .

1 XV. 74 .

2 T he names were hi s ow n—he w as Claudius Nero Caesar

Germanicus —not t hose ofhis adopt ive fa ther and grand

fa ther. So Commodus, by drawing upon his farrago oft it les,
w as able t o const ruct a year comprising t he mont hs
Ama zon ius, Iuvictus, Pius, Felix, I/ucius , Aelius, Aurelius ,
Commodus, Augustus, Herculeus, Romanus, Exupera torius

(D. Ca ss. LXXII . 15 ; Lampr . Comm. 11
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the proposa l , howe ve r , so as not t o sully a li fe , pas sed
in a nea r approach t o fre edom, by an a ct ofse rvi l i ty
at the close , he distributed among hi s slave s wha t
money w as ava i lab le all portable article s he orde red
themt o remove for the i r ow n use s , re se rving only
thre e couche s for the fina l scene . Then , in the same
chambe r , wi th the same pie ce ofste e l , the y se ve red
the ir ve ins ; and hurriedly , wrappe d in the single
garment which de cency pre scribed , they we re carried
t o the baths , the fathe r gazing on his daughter , t he
grandmothe r on her grandchild , and she on both ;
all praying with riva l e arne stne ss for a quick e nd t o

t he fa i ling bre ath , so that the ymight le ave the i r kith
and ki n sti l l surviving , and assured ofde ath . Fate
obse rved t he prope r orde r ; and t he t w o e lde st
passed aw ay t he first , then Polli t t a in he r e arly
youth . They we re indi cted afte r buria l the ve rdi ct
w as that they should be puni shed in the fashion of

our ance stors ; and Ne ro , inte rposing , a llowed them
t o di e unsupe rvi sed . Such we re t he comedie s that
fol lowed , when the de ed ofblood w as done .

XII. Pub li us Ga l lus
,
a Roman knight , for be ing

intimate with Faenius Rufus and not unacqua inted
with Ve tus , w as inte rdi cted from fi re and wa te r :
the fre edman , and accuse r , w as rewarded for his
se rvi ce bya se a t in the the atre among t he tribun ician
runne rs . T he months following Apri l—othe rw i se
known as Neroneus

” 1—we re renamed , M aytaking
the style of“Claudi us ,” June that of Ge rmani cus . 2

According t o t he te stimony of Corne l ius O rfi t us,
t he author ofthe proposa l , t he a lte ration 3 in the case

3 T he sense given t o transmissum in t he version is um
paralle led and t ot a lly incredible ; but Lipsius

’

and Madvig
’

s

Iuliummensemseems hardly possible , unless, perhaps, nomen
Ia a iumis cancelled be low.
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me h sem t ransmi ssum, quia duo iam T orqua t i ob

sce le ra int e rfect i infaust umnomen Iuniumfecissent .

XI I I . T ot facinoribus foedum annum e tiam di
t empest at ibus e t morbis insignivere . Vast at a Cam
pania turb ine vent orum,

qui vi l las a rbusta fruges
passimdi siecit pertulit qu e violent iamad vicina urbi
in qua omne mort aliumgenus vis pest ilent ia e de

populaba t ur , nul la cae l i intempe rie , quae occurrere t

oculis. Sed domus corporibus e xanimis , itine ra
fune ribus complebant ur ; non se xus , non ae tas
pe riculo vacua ; servit ia pe rinde e t i ngenua plebe s
rapt im e xti ngui , inte r coniugum e t libe rorum la

menta , qui dumadsident , dumdefi ent , saepe e odem
rogo cremabant ur. Equ it umsenat orumque i nte ri
tus , quamvis promisc i ,minus fi ebile s e rant , tamquam
communi mort alit a t e saevit iam princ ipis prae
venirent .

Eodem anno dilect us per G alliamNarbonensem
Africamque e t Asiambab it i sunt supplendis Illyric is
legionibus , ex quibus a e t a t e au t va le tudine fe ss i
sacramento solvebant ur . Cladem Lugdunensem
quadragiens

1
sest e rt io sola t us e st princeps . ut

amissa urb i reponerent ; quampecuniamLugdunen
ses ante obt ule rant urb is casibus.

1 Lugdunensem quadragiens Nipperdey.

1 T he gent ile name of t he t w o T orqua t i (XV. 35 and
XVI.

T he disast er, it st ands to reason ,must have happened aft er
the burning ofRome . If, then,

it is t o be ident ifi ed w i th the
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XIV . C. Sue t onio Luccio 1 Te le sino consulibus

Ant ist ius Sosianus , fact it a t is in Neronemcarminibus
probrosis e xilio , u t dixi , mult a t us , post quam id
honoris indicibus t amque promp t um ad ca edes

principem accepit , inquies animo e t occasionum
haud segni s Pammenem, e iusdem loci e xulem e t

Chaldae orumarte famosumeoqu e multorumamicit iis
inne xum,

2 s imil itudi ne fortuna e sibi conciliat . Venti
tare ad cumnunt ios e t consult a t iones non frustra
ratus , simul annuampecuniama P . Ant e iominist rari
cognoscit . Ne que nescium habeba t Ant e ium cari
tate Agrippina e invisumNe roni opesque e ius prae
cipuas ad e liciendam cupidi nem e amque causam
multis e xi t io e sse . Igitur int ercept is Ante i lit t eris
fura t us e tiam l ibe l le s , quibus di e s geni ta li s e i us e t

event ura se cre t is Pammenis occult abant ur , simul
repe rt is quae de ortu vit aque O st orii Scapula e com
posita e rant , scribit ad principemmagna se e t quae
incolumit at i e i us conduce rent adla t urum

,
s i brevem

e xilii veniam inpe t ravisse t : quippe Ant e ium e t

O st orium inminere rebus e t sua Ca e sarisque fata
scrut ari . Eximmissae liburnicae advehit urque pro

pe re Sosianus. Ac vulgato e ius indi cio inte r damna
t os mag is quam inte r reos Ant e ius O st oriusque

habebant ur , adeo u t te stamentum Ante i nemo
obsignare t , nisi Tige llinus auctor ex t it isse t , moni to

1 Luccio Rup ertus : L .

2 innexumLipsius : innixum.

1 Suet onius Pau linus (XIV . 29
2 He leaned t o philosophy , and makes a few credi t able

appearances in Phi lost ra t us
’

vie roma ncée of Apollonius
V.A . IV. 40 , 43 ; VII. l l VIII . 7 , In Mart ia l he is found
declining t o make unsecured loans to his old companion
w ho , like Philost ra tus, refers t o his exile under Domit ian
(XII.

2 XIV . 48 .

4 XIII . 22 .

5 See XIV. 48.
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XIV. In the consulate of Ga ius Sue tonius 1 and

Luccius Te le sinus ,2 Ant ist ius Sosianus, w ho had , as

I have sa id ,3 be en sentenced t o e xile for composing
scurri lous ve rse s upon Ne ro , he ard ofthe honour pa id
t o informe rs and ofthe empe ror ’s a lacrity for blood
shed . Re stle ss by tempe rament , w ith a quick eye

for Opportunitie s , he used the simi larity of the i r
fortune s in orde r t o ingra t ia t e himse lf w ith Pammene s ,
w ho w as an e xile in t he same place and , as a noted
a strologe r , had wide conne ctions offriendship . He

be li eved it w as not for nothing tha tme ssenge rs we re
for eve r coming t o consult Pammene s, t o whom,

as he discove red at t he same time , a ye a rly pension
w as a llowed by Pub li us Ant e ius.

4 He w as furthe r
aware that Pammenes ’

affe ction for Agrippina had
e a rned himthe hatred ofNe ro ; that his riche s we re
admirably ca l culated t o e xcite cupidi ty ; and that
thi s w as a circumstance which proved fata l t o many .

He the re fore inte rcepted a le tte r from Ant e ius

stole in addi tion the pape rs , conce a le d in Pammene s
a rchive s , which conta ined his horoscope and ca re e r ,
and , lighting a t the same time on the a strologe r

’s
ca lculations with regard t o the b i rth and li fe of

O st orius Scapula ,

5 wrote t o t he empe ror that , could
he be granted a short re spite fromhis banishment ,
he would bring himgrave news conducive t o his
safe ty : for Ant e ius and O st orius had de signs upon
the empire , and we re pe e ring into the ir de stinie s
and that ofthe prince . Fast ga l le ys we re a t once
sent ou t , and Sosianus arrived in haste . T hemoment
his information w as di vulged , Ant e ius and O st orius

we re regarded , not as incriminate d , bu t as con

demned : somuch so , that not a man would be come
signatory t o the will ofAnt e ius unti l Tige ll inus came
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prius Ant e io ne supremas tabulasmorare t ur. Atque
i l le haust o veneno , t ardit a t eme i us pe rosus int ercisis
venismortemadprope ravit .

XV . O st orius longinquis in agri s apud finemLigu
rumid t emporis e rat . Eomi ssus centurio , qui ca edem
e ius ma t urare t . Causa fest inandi e x eo orieba t ur,

quod O st oriusmultami li ta ri fama e t civi camcoronam
apud Brit anniammeri t us, ingenti corpore 1

armorum
qu e scientia me tum Ne roni fece ra t , ne invade re t

pavidumsempe r e t repe rta nuper coniurat ione mag i s
e xt errit um. Igitur centurio , ubi effugia villa e
clausit , iussa impera t oris O st orio ape rit . Is fort i t u
dinemsaepe adve rsumhoste s spe ct a t amin se ve rt it :

e t quia venae quamquamint e rrupt ae pa rumsanguin i s
effundebant , hact enus manu se rvi usus , ut inm

‘

ot um
pugioneme xt olle re t , adpre ssit de xt rame i us iugulo

que occurrit .
XVI. Etiam si be l la e xte rna e t obit as pro re

publ ica morti s tanta casuum simi li tudine memora
rem, me que i psum sat ias cepisse t aliorumque t ae

diume xspect arem, quamvi s hone stos civiume xitus ,
tristis tame h e t continuos aspernant ium: a t nunc
pa tientia servilis t ant umque sanguinis domi perdit um
fatigant animum e t mae st it ia re st ringunt . Ne que
a l iam defensionem ab irs , qui bus ista noscent ur

e xege rim, quamne ode rim2 t amsegnit er pereunt is.

e

1
corpore dett . : corporis corporis M ed , corporis robore

Beroa ldus, vi corporis Wurm.

oderim] oderint Agri eota .
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Ira i l la numinumin res Romana s fui t , quamnon , ut

in cladibus e xercit uumaut capt ivit at e urbium, seme l
edito transire li ce t . D e tur hoc inlust riumvirorum
post erit a t i , u t quo modo e xsequiis a promisca
sepultura separant ur , i t a in t radi t ione supremorum
accipiant hab e ant que propriammemoriam.

XVI I . Paucos quippe intra die s e odem agmi ne
Anna eus Me la , Ceriali s Anicius, Rufrius

1 Crispinus,
T .

2 Pe troni us cecidere , Me la e t Crispinus e quite s
Romani digni tate senatoria . Nam hic quondam
prae fe ctus prae t ori i e t consularibus insigni bus dona~
tus ac nuper crimine coniura t ioni s in Sardiniam
e xactus , accept o iussaemorti s nunt io seme t int erfecit .

M e la , quibus Ga llio e t Sene ca parent ibus natus ,
pe t it ione honorum abst inue ra t pe r ambit ionem
praepost e ram, ut e que s Romanus consu laribus po

t ent ia aequare t ur ; simul adqu irenda e pe cuniae

brevius ite r credebat pe r procura t ione s admi nist randis
principis negot iis. IdemAnnaeumLucanumgenu
e rat , grande adiument um clarit udinis. Quo inte r
fe cto dum rem fami lia rem e ius acrit e r requirit ,

1 Rufrius Ha lm rufus .

2 T . Haa se ac M ed , C. Wesenberg, a l.
—T he p raenomen is

established by Pliu . H .N . XXX VII . 2 , 20 T . Pe t ronius
consularis and Plut . M or. 60 E (T irog Herpofivi og) .

1 T he sent ence has been variously int erpre t ed , and t o very
li t t le effect . T he simplest and not impossibly best course is t o
acquiesce in t he old conje ct ure oderint , w i t h Walther

’

s para
phrase —A lectore non exigimus ut i llorumplus quamservilem
pa t ient iamdefenda t au t excuset , sed hoe tantum, ne istos od io

prosegua tur namresfui t planefa talis.

2 For t hi s use ofposteri tas, compare , for inst ance , Plin . Ep .

II . 1, legi t scrip ta de se carmina , legi t historia s, et posteri ta ti suae
interfui t . If t he word bears it s common meaning, then“t he
post erity of the famous ” are the segu i ter pereuntes, and the
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spirit ! 1 It w as the ange r of He aven aga inst the
Roman re a lm—an ange r whi ch you cannot , as in the
case ofbe aten a rmi e s or capture d town s , mention
once and for all and proce ed upon your w ay. Le t us
make this conce ssion t o t he memory 2 of the nobly
born : tha t , as in the last rite s they are distinguished
fromthe vulgar de ad , so , when history re cords the i r
end , e ach sha ll re ce i ve and ke ep his spe cia l mention .

XVI I . For , in the course ofa fe w days , the re fe ll ,
in a single band , Annaeus Me la , Anicius Ce riali s,
Rufrius Crispinus, and Titus Pe tronius . Me la and

Crispinus we re Roman kn ights ofsena toria l rank .

3

T he la tte r , once commande r of the prae tor ian
guards and de cora te d with the consular ins ign ia ,

4

bu t latte rly banished t o Sardini a on a charge of

conspiracy , commi tted sui cide on re cept ion of the

news that hi s de ath had be en orde red . Me l a , son

of the same parents as Ga l lio and Sene ca ,
had

re fra ined from se eking office , as he nursed the

paradoxica l ambi tion ofe qua ll ing the infl uence ofa

consular whi le rema ining a simple knight a t the same
time , he he ld that t he shorte r road t o t he acquiry
ofwe a lth layin the pro - curatorships handling private
busine ss ofthe sove re ign . He w as a lso t he fathe r of
Lucan—a conside rable enhancement of hi s fame .

Afte r his son ’s de ath , he ca lled in the debts owing t o
t he e state w ith a vigour which ra ised up an a ccuse r

sent iment be comes, in essence , t ha t ofSen . De benef IV. 30 ,
his egregi isma ioribus ortus est : qua liscumque est , sub umbra
suarumta tea t .

2 T hey were la t icta vi i—knight s possessed oft he sena t oria l
propert y qualifi ca t ion ,

and wea ring t he broad purple st ripe by
permission oft he emperor.

4 H is prae t orian—not consula r —decora t ions are ment ioned
a t XI. 4 for his exile , see XV. 71.
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accusa t oremconc ivit FabiumRomanum, e x int imis
Lucani ami cis . Mixta inte r pat remfi liumque con

iurat ionis scientia fi ngit ur , adsimulat is Lucani lit t eris
quas inspe ctas Ne ro fe rri ad eumiussit , op ibus e ius
inhians . At M e la , qua e t um prompt issima mortis
via , e xsolvit venas , script is codic illis, quibus grandem
pe cuniam in T ige llinum gene rumqu e e i us Cossu
t ianumCapit oneme rogabat , quo ce te ra mane rent .

Additur codicillis , tamquam de iniqu it a t e e xit ii

que rens it a scripsisse t ,
1
se quidemmori nu llis sup

plicii causis, RufriumautemCrispinume t Anicium
Ce rialemvita frui infensos pr inc ipi . Qua e compos ita
credebant ur de Crispino , quia int e rfect us e rat , de
Ce ria le , ut int erfice re t ur . Neque enimmulto post
vim s ibi a t t ulit , minore quam ce t e ri mise rat ione ,

quia prodit am Ga io Caesa ri coniurat ionem ab eo

memine rant .

XVI I I . De Pe troni o 2 pauca supra repe t enda sunt .
Nami l l i die s pe r somnum, nox offi ciis e t oblect ament is
v ita e t ransigebat ur ; ut que a l ios industria , it a hune
ignavi a ad famam prot u le ra t , habeba t urqu e non

gane o e t profligat or , u t ple rique sua haurient ium,

sed e rudito luxu . Ac dicta fact aque e ius quanto
1
scripsisse t ]scripsisse dett .

2 Pe t ron i o Nipperdey C. Pe t ronio .

1 XI. 6 n .

2 XV. 74 .

2 It w as apparent ly suspect ed tha t the addit ion t o the

codicil had been forged on behalfofNero, t o v indica t e one

execut ion and supp ly the pre t ex t for anot her.

4 Lit t le is known ofit beyond the da t e (40
5 He is now universally a llowed t o be the au thor ofthe just ly

famous Sa tirae—a sort ofpicaresque novel int erspersed wit h
v erse - pieces, t w o sadly Ia cerat ed books ofwhich surv ive from
a. to t a l ofsix t een or over . T he obj ect ion tha t some ment ion
362
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solut iora e t quandamsui neglegent iampraeferent ia ,

tanto grat ius in spe ciemsimplicit a t is accipiebant ur.

Proconsul tamemBithyniae e t mox consul vigent em
se ac paremnegot ii s ost endit . De in revolut us ad

vitia , se u vit iorumirni t a t ione , inte r paucos fami liar
iumNe roni adsumpt us est , e legant ia e a rb ite r , dum
nihi l amoenume t mol le adfluent ia putat , ni si quod
e i Pe tronius adprobavisse t . Unde invidia T ige llini
quasi adve rsus aemulume t scientia volupt a t umpo

t iorem. Ergo crudeli t a t em principis, cui ce t e ra e

libidi nes cedebant , adgredi t ur, ami cit iam Sca e vini

Pe tronio obie ct ans, corrupto ad indic ium servo
adempt aque de fensione e t ma iore parte fami liae in
vincla rapta .

XIX. Forte i lli s djebus Campaniam pe t ive ra t

Cae sar , e t Cuma s usque progre ssus Pe tronius illic
a t t ineba t ur ; ne e tul it ultra t imoris au t spe i moras .
Ne que t amen pra eceps vitam e xpulit , sed incisas
venas , u t lib itum, obliga t as aperire rursume t adloqui

amicos, non per se ria aut quibus gloriamconst ant iae

pe t e re t . Audi ebat qu e re fe rente s , nihi l de inmor
t alit at e animae e t sapient ium placit is, sed levia

1 T hemanuscript s ofthe Sa tirae , and t he grammarians, give
Arbite r as a cognomen . IVhe t her his court t it le suggest ed or

w as suggested bythe surname , it is ev ident ly impossible t o say.

2 XV . 49 sqq .

2 T he ot her w ayofthinking perhaps deserves an example
Prosequeba tur eamphilosophas suus (a St o ic or Cynic chapla in ) .
Nec iamproca l era t tumulus in guo Caesari (Caligula ) , deo
nostro,fieba t guotidtanumsacrum. Qu id,

”
inqu i t ,
“
Cane, nunc
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se lf- abandonment which rende red them doubly
acceptable by an air ofnative simplicity . Ye t as

proconsul ofBithyni a , and late r as consul , he showed
himse lf a man ofene rgy and compe tent t o affa i rs .

Then , lapsing into the habit , or copying the fe ature s
of vi ce , he w as adopted into t he na rrow circle of

Ne ro ’s intimate s as his Arb i te r ofElegance ; 1 the

j aded empe ror finding charmand de li cacy in nothing
save what Pe tronius had commended . His succe ss
awoke the j e a lousy ofTige llinus aga inst an appa re nt
riva l , more e xpe rt in the science ofple a sure than
himse lf. He addre ssed himse lf, the re fore , t o t he

sove re ign
’s crue lty , t o which all othe r passions gave

pride ofplace ; arra ign ing Pe troni us for friendship
with Scaevinus,2 while suborn ing one ofhis slave s
t o turn informe r , wi thholdi ng all opportunity of

de fence , and placing the gre ate r part ofhis house
hold unde r arre st .
XIX . In those days , as i t chanced , t he Cae sa r had
migrated t o Campani a ; and Pe tronius , afte r pro
ce edi ng as far as Cumae , w as be ing the re de ta ined
in custody . He de cl ined t o tole rate furthe r the

de lays of fe ar or hope ; ye t sti l l did not hurry t o

take his l ife , bu t caused his a lre ady seve red
arte ri e s t o be bound up t o me e t his whim, then
opened themonce more , and began t o conve rse wi th
his fr iends , in no grave stra in and with no V iew t o

t he fame of a stout—hea rted ending . He l i stened
t o themas they rehea rsed , not discourse s upon the
immorta li ty ofthe soul 3 or the doctrine s ofphilo

cogi tas Au t qua e t ibimens est Observare, inqu i t Canus,“
proposu i , i llo velocissimo momenta , an sensurus si t animus

exire se.

”
Promisi tgue, si qu id exp lora sset , circumi turumamicos

si indica turumquis esset animaramsta tus (Sen . De tra nqui ll,
animi ,

05
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carmina e t facilis ve rsus . Servoruma lios largit ione ,

quosdam verberibus adfecit . Inii t epulas ,
1 somno

indulsit , u t quamquamcoact a mors fortu it ae simil i s
e sse t . Ne codi c illis qui dem, quod pleri que pereun
tium, Ne ronem aut T ige llinum au t quem a l ium
pot ent ium adulat us e st : sed flagit ia principis sub

nominibus e xole t orumfeminarumque e t novit a t em
cu iusque stupri perscripsit atque obsigna t a misit
Ne roni . Fregitque anulum, ne mox usui e sse t ad

facienda pericula .

XX . Ambigent i Ne roni , quonammodo noct ium
suarum ingenia not escerent , offert ur S ili a , matri
monio sena t oris haud ignota e t ipsi ad omneml ibi
dinem adscit a ac Pe tronio pe rquam fami liaris .
Agitur in e xili um, tanquam non siluisse t quae
viderat pe rtule ra t que , proprio odi o . At M inucium
T he rmum prae t ura funct um T ige llini simult a t ibus
de dit , quia libert us The rmi quaedam de T igellino

criminose de t ulera t , quae crucia t ibus t orment orum
ipse , pa t ronus e ius ne ce inmerit a lue re .

XXI. T rucidat is t ot insignibus viris , ad post remum
Ne ro virt ut emipsamexcindere concupivit inte rfe cto
T hrasea Pa e to e t Barea Sorano , olim u t risqu e

infensus, e t accedent ibus causis in T hraseam, quod
sena t u egressus e st , cumde Agrippina r

'

eferre t ur, ut

memoravi , quodque Iuvenaliumludicro pa rumspe ct a

1
epulas M enagius, M arklcmd : e t v ias M ed . , e t. epulas

Ha lm.

1 T he precaut ion w as evident ly suggest ed by the forgery
aft-er Lucan

’

s death : see above, chap . 17 .

2 XII . 53 .

3 XIV. 12 .
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bi lem ope ram praebu era t ; e aqu e offensio a lti us
pene t rabat , quia idemT hrasea Fatavi , unde ort us

e rat , lndi s i ce t ast is 1 a Troiano Antenore inst it ut is
hab i tu tragi co cecinera t . Die quoqu e , quo prae tor
Ant ist ius ob probra in Neronemcomposita admortem
damnabatur , mi t iora censu it obt inuit que e t cum2

deumhonore s Poppae ae decernunt ur,3 sponte absens

fune ri non int erfuera t . Qua e oblit t erari non sineba t

Capito Cossu t ianu s, pra e te r animum ad flagi t ia

pra ecipit eminiquus T hrase ae , quod auct ori t at e e i us
concidi sse t , iuvant is Cilicumlegatos , dumCapit onem
repe t undaruminte rrogant .

XXI I . Quin e t i lla obie ct aba t , principio anni
v it a re T hrase amsollemne ius iurandum; nuncupa

t ion ibus vot orum non ade sse quamvi s quinde
c imxfi rali sacerdot io praedit um; numquam pro

sa lute principis aut caelest i voce immolavi sse ; ad

siduum olime t indefe ssum, qui vu lgaribus quoque
patrum consult is seme t fau t orem aut adversarium
ost endere t , tri enm

'

o non introisse curiam; nuperri

mequ e , cum ad coercendos Silanum e t Ve t erem
c ert at im concurrere tur , privat is poti ns cli ent ium
negot iis vacavisse . Sece ssionem iam id e t partis
e t , s i idem multi aude ant , be l lum e sse . Ut

quondamC. Caesarem inqui t e t M . Ca t onem, it a

1
ce t ast is] vet ust is R. Seyjfert , cetariis Ni pperdey.

2
cum] dumHeinsius .

de cernun t ur]de cernerent ur Agricola .

1 Padua .

2 Virg . Aen . I. 242 sqq . ; Liv . I. 1.

3 XIV. 48 .

‘1 XIII. 33 .

5 I. 72 n.
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conspicuous—a grie vance which went the de epe r
that in Patavium,

1 his native place , the same T hrase a
had sung in trag ic costume a t the Game s
instituted by the Troj an Antenor .2 Aga in , on the

daywhen sentence ofde ath w as all but passed on the
pra e tor Ant ist ius for his lampoons on Ne ro ,

he pro

posed , and carried , a mi lde r pena lty ; 3 and , a fte r
de l ibe rate ly absenting himse l f from the vote of

divine honours t o Poppae a ,
he had not a ssisted a t he r

fune ra l . Th e se memor ie s we re kept from fading
byCossu t ianus Capito . For, apart fromhis characte r
w i th its sharp trend t o crime , he w as emb itte red
aga inst T hrase a , whose influence , e xe rte d in support
ofthe Cil ician envoys prose cuting Capito 4 for e xt or

tion , had cost himthe ve rdict .

XX I I . He pre fe rred othe r charge s as we l l
At t he beginning oft he ye ar , T hrase a e vaded t he
customa ry oath ; 5 though the holde r of a quin
de c imviral prie sthood , he took no part in the nationa l
vows 6 he had ne ve r offe red a sacrifice for t he we lfa re
of the empe ror or for his ce le stia l vo i ce . Once a

constant and inde fatigable membe r , w ho showed
himse lf t he advocate or t he adve rsary of t he most
commonplace re solutions of t he Fathe rs ,7 for thre e
ye a rs he had not se t foot within t he curia ; and bu t

ye ste rday , when his colle ague s we re gathe r ing with
emulous has te t o crush Si lanus and Ve tus ,8 he had
prefe rred t o devote his le isu re t o the private case s
of his clients . Matte rs we re come a l re ady t o a

schism and t o factions : i f many made the same
venture , i t w as w ar !

‘ As once ,

’

he sa id ,
‘ thi s

discord - loving state prated ofCa e sar and Cato ,
so

5 IV . 17 n .

7 See XIII . 49 .

5 Chaps. 7 and 10 sq. above .
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nunc t e , Ne ro , e t T hrase am avida di scordi arum
civitas loqui tur . Et habe t sect at ore s ve l potins
sate lli te s , qui nondum cont umaciam sent ent iarum,

sed habit um vult umqu e e ius se ct ant ur, rigidi e t

triste s
, quo tib i lasciviam e xprobrent . Huic uni

incolumi t as t ua sine cura
,

1
a rte s s ine honore . Pro

spe ra principis re Spu it :
2

.

e t iamne luct ibus e t dolori
bus non sa t iat ur

3 E iusdem'

animi e st Poppaeam
divamnon crede re . cuius in acta divi Augusti e t

divi Iul i non iurare . Sperni t re ligione s , abroga t

lege s . Diurna populi Romani per provincia s , per
e xe rci t us cura t ius legunt ur, ut noscat ur, quid
T hrase a non fe cerit . Aut t ranse amus ad i l la insti
tuta , s i pot iora sunt , a ut nova cupien t ibus aufera t ur

dux e t auctor . Ista se cta T uberone s e t Favonios,

ve t eri quoque re i pub li ca e ingrata nomina , genu it .

Ut impe rium evert ant , libert a t em praefe runt : si
pe rvert e rint , libert a t emipsamadgredi ent ur . Frustra
Cassium amovist i , si gliscere e t vige re Brut orum
aemulos passurus e s. Denique nih il ipse de T hrase a
scripseris : discept a t oremsena t umnob i s re l inque .

1 < cura> Lip sius .

2
respu it F isker : respern it M ed. ,

prosperas
spernit vulg.

1 One oft he passages ofT acitus which , used as ammunit ion
aga inst the Loi des S uspects, cost Camille Desmoulins his life—“Et a it - il vert ueux e t austere dans les moeurs ? Bon

nouveau Brut us qui prét enda i t par sa paleur e t sa perruque
de jacobin fa ire 1a censure d

’

une cour a imable e t bien frisée .

Gliscere a emulos B rutorum v ultus rigidi ai trist is qu i t ibi

la sciviamexprobrent . Suspect ! ” (Le View : Cordelier no IV. ,

30 frima ire an II).
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Ext ollit ira promptum Cossu t iani animum Ne ro
adicit que M arce llumEpriumacri eloquent ia .

XXI I I . At Bare am Soranum iam sib i O st orius
Sabinus e que s Romanis p0 posce ra t reum e x pro

consula t u Asiae ,
in quo

1
offensiones princ ipis auxit

iustitia a tque industria , e t quia port ui Ephesiorum
aperiendo curam insumpse ra t vimque civitatis Pe r
gamena e , prohibent is Acra t um Ca

’

e saris libe rt um
statua s e t pict uras e vehe re ,

inult amomisera t . Sed

crimin i daba t ur amicitia Plauti e t ambit io concil i
anda e provincia e ad spe s nova s . Tempus damna
t ioni de le ct um, quo T irida t e s accipiendo Armeniae
regno advent aba t , u t versis z ad e xte rna rumoribus
inte stinumsce lus obscurare t ur, an ut magnit udinem
impe ra t oriamcaede insignium virorum qua si regio
facinore ost ent are t .

XXIV . Igitur omni civitate ad e xcipiendum
principem spect andumque regem effusa , T hrase a

occursu prohibit us non demis it animum, sed codi cillos

ad Ne ronemcomposu it , requirens obiect a e t e xpurga
turum adseverans, si not it iam criminume t copiam
diluendi habuisse t . Eos codi cillos Ne ro properant er
accepit ,

spe ext e rrit um T hrase am scripsisse , per

qua e clarit udinem principis e xt ollere t suamque
famamdehonest are t . Quod ubi non evenit vult um

1
quo N ipp erdey qua . <versis> Acidalius.

1 XII. 4 n.

2 XV . 45 .

3 In pursuance of t he agreement wit h Corbulo (XV . 29

(M )
4 He w as re t urning fromCampania w it h T irida t es, Whomhe

had met a t Nap les.
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fanne d sti ll more the e age r fury ofCossu t ianus, and

re inforced him with t he mordant e loquence of

Eprius Marce llus . 1
XXI I I . As t o Ba rea Soranus

, the Roman kn ight ,
O st orius Sab inus , had a l re ady cla imed himfor his
ow n , in a case a rising fromSoranus

’ proconsulate of

Asia ; during which he incre as ed t he empe ror ’s
mal ignity byhis fa i rne ss and his ene rgy , by t he ca re
he had spent upon cle aring t he harbour ofEphe sus ,
and byhis fa i lure t o punish t he city ofPe rgamumfor
employing force t o pre vent t he loot ofi ts statue s and
pa intings by the Cae sarian fre edman , Acra t us.

2

But t he charge s pre fe rred we re friendship with
Plautus and popularity - hunting in his prov ince with
a view t o winning it for the cause of revolution .

T he time chosen for t he condemnat ion w as t he

moment when T iridat es w as on t he point ofa rriving
t o be inve sted with the crown of Armenia ; 3 the

obj e ct be ing that , with publ i c curios ity dive rted t o
fore ign affa i rs , dome sti c crime might be thrown into
shadow , or , poss ibly , that the impe ria l gre atne ss
might be adve rtised bythe roya l fe at ofslaughte ring
illustriousmen .

XXIV . T he whole c ity
,
then , stre amed ou t t o

we lcome the empe ror 4 and inspe ct the king ,
but

T hrase a w as orde red t o avoid t he re ception . He

showe d no de j e ction , but drew up a note t o Ne ro ,

asking for the a l legations aga inst himand stating that
he w ould rebut them, i f he w as a l lowed cogni zance
of t he charge s and faci l itie s for reply . Ne ro took
t he note eage rly , i n hope s that T hrasea ,

in amoment
ofpanic , had written some thing whichmight enhance
the glory ofthe empe ror and sully his ow n reputation .

As this proved not t o be t he case , and he himse lf
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que spiritus e t libert a t em insont is ult ro e xt imuit ,
vocari patre s inhe t .
XXV. T um T hrase a inte r proximos consult avit ,

t empt are tne defensionem an spernere t . Dive rsa
consili a adferebant ur. Quibus int rari curiamplace
ba t , securos e sse de con stantia e ius disse runt ; 1

n ih il dict urum,
nisi quo gloriam augere t . Segnis

e t pavidos supremis su is se cre tum circumdare
aspice re t populus virum morti obvium,

audi re t

senatus voce s qua si e x a liquo numine supra humana s
posse ipso miraculo e tiamNeronempermoveri . Sin

crude lit a t i insist e re t , distingui ce rte apud post eros
memoriam home sti e xitus ab ignavia per silentium

pereunt ium.

XXVI . Contra qui opperiendumdomui censebant ,
de ipso T hrase a e adem, sed ludibria e t cont ume lias
imminere : subt rahe re t auris conviens e t probris.

Non solumCossut ianumaut Epriumad soclus promp
t os : supere sse qui forsit an manus ict usque per

immanit a t emausuri sint 2
e tiambonos me tu sequi .

De t rahe re t potins sena t u i , quem pe rornavisse t ,
3

infamiamtanti flagit u , e t relinquere t incert um, quid
viso Thrase a reo de cre t uri patre s fuerint . Ut Neronem
flagit iorumpudor cape re t , inrit a spe agit ari mult oque

1 disserunt Haase : dixerunt .

2
ausuri S int Acida lius august i .

3
perornavisset ] semper ornavisset Lip sius, Ha lm.
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magis t imendum, ne i n coniugem, in filiam,

1 in ce te ra
pignora e ius saevire t . Proinde int emera t us, inpol
lutus , quorum vest igiis e t st udi is vitam duxe rit ,
corumgloriamp e t ere t fi ne .

2 Ade rat consilio Busti
cus Arulenus , flagrans iuvenis, e t cupidine landis
offe rebat se int ercessurum sena tus consulto : nam
plebe i t ribunus e rat . Cohibuit spiri tus e ius T hra se a ,

n e vana e t reo non profut ura , inte rce ssori exit iosa
incip e re t . Sibi act am ae t at em, e t t ot per annos

continuum vitae ordinem non dese rendum: i l li
init iummagist ra t uum e t integra quae supe rsint .

Multumante se cume xpende re t , quod ta li in tempore
capessendae re i pub li cae ite r ingredere t ur. Ce te rum
ipse , an veni re in sena t umdecere t ,medit a

‘

t ioni suae

re liqu it .

XXVI I . At poste ra luce duae prae t oriae cohorte s
arma t ae templum G ene t ricis Vene ri s insedere .

Adi t um senatus globus t ogat orum obsederat non

occult is gladiis, di spersique per fora ac basil icas
cune i mi lita re s . Inte r quorum aspect us e t minas
ingre ssi curiam sena t ores, e t oratio principis pe r

qua e st orem e ius audita e st : nemine nominatim
compe lla t o patre s arguebat , quod publica munia

1 fi liamNipp erdey familiam.

2
gloriam fi ne M advig : gloria finem.

1 L . Jun ius Arulenus Rust icus, a lso a St oic ; prae tor in
69 A.D . (H ist . III. and exe cut ed under Domit ian for

composing a life ofT hrasea (Agr . Plut arch , w ho had him
among his audi ence a t a lect ure in Rome , gives an anecdot e

t o illust ra t e his d og (M ar. 522 E ) .
2 III . 4 n.

3 T he t emple t o t he divinemother oft he Julian race , vowed ,

it w as sa id,
byCaesar on t he eve ofPharsa lia and ere ct ed in t he

cent re ofhi s new Forum. T ha t the sena t e w asmee t ing in i t
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e xe rcise his crue lty on T hrasea
’

s w i fe ,
his daughte r ,

and the othe r obj ects of his affection . The re fore ,

le t himse ek , unsta ined and unpol luted , an end as

glorious as the irs bywhose wa lk and pursuits he had
guided his l ife ! Arulenus Rust icus ,

l young and

ardent , w as pre sent at t he conclave , and ,
in his

thirst for fame , offe red t o ve to the re solution ofthe

senate ; for he w as a plebe ian tribune . T hrase a

checke d his enthusiasm, di ssuadi ng him from an

attempt , futile in itse lf and profitle ss t o t he accuse d ,
but fata l t o its make r . His ow n time , he sa id ,

w as ove r , and he must not abandon t he me thod of

li fe which he had obse rved without a break for so

many ye ars . But Rusticus w as a t t he beg inn ing of

his officia l care e r , and his future w as uncompromised
he must we igh we ll be forehand in his ow nmind wha t
course ofpubl ic l ife he would embark upon in such an

age .

”
T he que stion , whe the r i t w as prope r for him

t o ente r t he senate , he re se rved for his private
cons ide ration .

XXVI I . O n the fol lowing morning ,
howe ve r , t w o

praetorian cohorts in full e quipment 2 occupied t he
temple ofVenus Genetrix 3

a body ofmen we aring
t he toga , bu t with swords unconce a led 4 had be se t t he
approach t o

.

t he senate ; and companie s ofsoldi e rs
we re scatte red through the fora and basi l icae . Unde r
the i r eye s and the i r menace s the senators ente red
the i r me e ting - place , and l istened t o the empe ror ’s
spe e ch , as re ad by his qua estor . Without men
t ioning any pe rson by name , he taxed t he Fa the rs

seems hardly to be doubted , though the usua l place - t he

curia Iulia—lay close at hand .

So t hat t he wearerswere easily recogni sed as guards in t he

undress uniformnorma l in t he capit a l.
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desererent eorumque e xemplo e quite s Romani ad

segnit iamvert erent ur : e t enimquidmi rume longin
qui s provinciis haud veni ri , cumplerique adepti con
sulat um e t sacerdot ia hort orum pot ins amoenit a t i
inservirent . Quod velut t elumcorripuere accusatores.

XXVI I I . Et ini t iumfacient e Cossut iano , ma iore
vi Ma rce llus summamrempublicamagi clami t abat ;
contumacia infe riorum lenit a t em imperit ant is de

minui . Nimiummi ti s ad e am di em pa tre s , qui
T hraseamdesciscent em, qui generume ius Helvidi um
Priscum i n isdemfuroribus , simul PaconiumAgrip

pinum, pate rni in principe s odi i heredem,
e t Curt ium

Montanumde t est anda carmina fact it ant eme lude re
impune sinerent . Requi rere se in sena t u consularem,

in vot is sacerdot em, in iure iurando civem, ni si
contra instituta e t caerimoniasma iorumprodi t orem
pa lame t bostemT hrasea indui sse t . Denique age re 1
sena t oreme t principis obt rect a t ore s prot egere solitus
venire t , censere t , quid corrigi aut mutari ve l le t
facili us perla t uros singula increpant em2 quamnunc
silentiumperfe rren t omni a damnant is. Pa cem i l li
per orbemte rrae , an victorias sine damno exe rcit uum
di splice re

? Ne hominemboni s publicis maest um,

1
agere] agere t Agricola , Madvig.

2 increpant em G increpat iumM cd . , increpant is vocem
M ad i ‘ig, Ha lm.

1 Aft er Seneca and T hrasea , t he chieffigure in the Stoic
mart yrology . For his ant ecedent s and charact er, see Hist .

IV . 5 sq . ; for hi s execut ion by Vespasian, Sue t . Vesp . 15 ;
D. Cass. LXVI .

2 Less famous t han T hrasea or He lvidius , but admired by
Epicte tus (Diss. I . 1, 28 ; 2 , 12 ; Fr. 21, 22 Sebenkl ). His
fa t her—see III. 67—w as executed by T iberius , probably for
complicity in t he plot ofSe janus Sue t . T ib. OfMont anus

lit t le is known (H ist . IV. 40,
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e t qui fora theat ra templa pro solitudine habere t ,
qui minit are t ur exilium suum, ambi t ionis pravae

compot em facerent . Non i ll i consulta hae c , non

magi stratus au t Romanamurbem videri . Abrum
pe re t vitam ab e a civitate , cuius carit at em olim,

nunc e t aspect umexu isse t .

XXIX . Cumpe r ha e c atque ta l ia Ma rce l lus , u t

e rat t orvus ac minax , voce vo ltu oculi s ardescere t ,

non i lla nota e t ce lebrit a t e 1
periculorumsue t a iam

senatusma e st i t ia , sed novus e t alt ior pavormanus
'

e t

te la mili t um ce rnen t ibus. S imul ipsius T hrase ae

vene rab i l is spe cie s obve rsaba t ur ; e t e rant qui He l

vidium quoque miserarent ur , innoxiae adfini t a t is

poema s da t urum. Quid Agrippino obie ct um ni si
tri stem pa tris fort unam? quando e t i lle pe rinde
innocens T ibe rii sae vit ia concidisse t . Enimve ro
Montanumprobae iuvent ae ne que famosi carminis
quia prot uleri t ingen ium, e xt orremagi .

XXX . Atque inte rim O st orius Sabinus
,
Sorani

accusator , ingredit ur ordi t urque de amicitia Rubelli i
Plauti , quodque proconsula t umAsiae Soranus pro
clarit at e sibi pot ius adcommoda t umquame x ut ili t a t e

communi egisse t , alendo sedi t ione s civi t a t ium.

Ve te ra hae c : sed re cens e t quo discrimini patris

1
celebrit at e] crebrit a t e Rhenanus.

1 See above, chap . 23.
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treated forumand theatre and temple as a de se rt ,
w ho he ld ou t his ow n e xile as a thre a t ,must not have
his pe rve rse ambition gratified ! In T hrase a

’

s e ye s ,
the se we re no se natoria l re solutions ; the re we re no

magistracie s , no Rome . Le t himbreak with l ife ,

and with a country which he had long ce ased t o love
and now t o look upon !
XXIX . While Marce llus spoke t o this and t he l ike

effe ct
, grimand menacing as a lways , fi re kindling

in his voice and look and eyes , the re re igne d in t he

senate , not that fami li ar sadne ss , grown hab itua l
now through t he rapid succe ssion of pe rils , but a

new and de epe r te rror , as they saw the hands oft he
soldie rs on the i r we apons . At the same time , the
vene rable formofT hrasea himse lf rose be fore the

mind ; and the re we re those w ho pitie d He lvidius

a lso , soon t o pay the pena lty ofan innocent conne c
tion . What had be en a lleged aga inst Agrippinus,
e xcept t he tragi c fate ofhis fathe r ; since he , t oo ,

though e qua l ly gui ltle ss , had fa llen by t he crue lty of

Tibe rius ? As t o Montanus , a youth w ithout vice , a

poet w ithout venom,
he w as be ing driven fromt he

country , pure ly be cause he had g iven e vidence of

his ta lent .
XXX . In t he me antime , O st orius Sabinus,

1 t he

accuse r ofSoranus , entered and began his spe ech ,
dwe l l ing upon the friendship ofthe de fendant with
Rube llius Plautus , and upon his gove rnorship of

Asia ,

“which he had tre ated rathe r as a position
conven iently adapted t o his ow n di stinction than
wi th a view t o t he publ ic inte re st ; as he had shown
by foste ring t he seditious tendencie s oft he citie s .

”

This w as an old story : what w as ne w , and used for
implicating the daughter ofSoranus in her fathe r

’s
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fi liam conect eba t , quod pecuni ammagis dilargi t a
e sse t . Accidera t sane pie tate Servi liae ( id enim
nome n puellae fuit) , qua e cari t at e e rga parent em,

s imul inprudent ia a e t a t is, non t amen aliud consulta
ve rat quamde incolumi t a t e domus , e t an placabilis

Ne ro , an cogni t io senatus nihi l at rox adferre t .

Igitur accit a e st in sena t um, st e t eruntque di ve rs i
ante tribunal consulumgrandi s aevo parens , cont ra
fi lia intra vicensimuma e t at is annum, nuper mari to
Annio Pollione in exi liumpulso viduat a desola t aque ,

a c ne pat remqui demint uens, cuius one rasse pericula
videbat ur.

XXXI . T um interrogante a ccusatore , an cultus
dot alis, an de t ract umce rvi ci moni le venumdedisse t ,
quo pe cuni amfaciendis magicis sacris cont rahere t ,

primumstrata humi longoque fle tu e t silent io , post
alt aria e t aramcomplexa , Nullos inqui t impios
deos , nullas devot iones, ne c a li ud infelicibus pre cibus
i nvocavi , quamu t hunc optimumpat remtu , Ca e sar ,
vos, patre s , servare t is incolumem. Sic gemmas e t

ve ste s e t digni t a t is insigni a dedi , quo modo si
sanguinem e t vi t am poposcissent . Viderint isti ,
ant ehac mih i ignoti , quo nomi ne s int , quas a rte s
e xerce ant : nulla mihi principis ment io ni si inte r
numi na fui t . Nescit t amen miserrimus pate r e t , s i
crimen e st , sola deliqui .

”

1 XV. 56
,
7 1.

382



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE ANNALS OF TACITUS

XXXI I . Loqu e nt is adhuc ve rba e xcipit Soranus
proc lama t que non illam in provinc iam se cum pro

fe ct am, non Plauto pe r a e t a t emmosci pot u isse , non

criminibus ma ri ti cone xam: nimia e tantumpie t a t is

re am sepa ra re n t , a tque ipse qu amcumque sort em
subire t . Simul in ample xus occurren t is fi liae ru eba t ,
n isi int e rie c t i lict ore s ut risque obst it issent . M ox

da t us t e st ibus locus e t quantum mise ricordiae
sa e v it ia accusa t ionis permove rat , tantum i rae P .

Egna tius te sti s conc ivit . Cliens hic Sorani , e t tunc
empt us ad opprime ndum amicum, auct orit a t em
St oica e se c t a e pra efe reba t , habi tu e t ore ad e xpri

mendamimaginemhone st i e xe rcit us , ce te rumanimo
pe rfidiosus subdolus , ava rit iamac libidinemoccult ans

qua e post quampe cunia re clu sa sunt , dedit e xemplum
pra e cavendi , quo modo fraudibus involu t os au t

flagit iis commacu la tos , sic spe cie bonarum a rti um
fa lsos e t amic it ia e fa llaces.

XXXI I I . Idemtamemdie s e t hone st ume xemplum
tu li t Ca ssu Asclepiodot i , qui magnitudine opum
pra e c ipuus inte r Bit hynos, quo obse quio florent em
Soranum ce lebrave ra t , labent em non dese ru it ,
e xu t usque omnibus fort un is e t in e xi lium a ctus ,
a equ it a t is deum e rga bona ma laque docume nto .

1

T hrase a e Soranoque e t Se rvilia e da t ur mortis
1
aequ it a t is document o J ackson a equ i t a t e

documen t a M ed . For the a pposi tive documen to. cf. X V. 27

(mu lt a Romanis secunda , qua edamPart h is e ven isse , docu

men t o adv ersus superbiam w i th Baby, L .G . 11 . music“

1 F. Egna t ius Ce ter, a na t ive ofBeryt us (D. Cass. LXII . 26 )
and educa t ed a t T a rsus (Juv . III. 116 indict ed in 70

A.D by Musoni us for his part in t his affa ir ; defended , on

unknown grounds, by the Cynic Deme t rius, but sent enced t o

ex ile (H ist . IV. 10 ,
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XXXI I . She w as st i l l spe aking , when Soranus
caught up her words and cr ied that she had not

gone with himt o his province ; fromhe r age , she

could not have be en known t o Plautus ; and she w as

not implicated in t he charge s aga inst he r husband .

They should take he r case sepa rate ly (she w as guilty
only ofan ove rstra ined sense ofduty) ; and , as for

himse lf, le t him unde rgo any and e ve ry fate !
At t he same moment , he rushed t o the a rms ofhis
daughte r , w ho ran t ome e t him bu t t he l ictors threw
themse lve s betwe en , and preve nted both . Ne xt ,
t he e vidence w as ca l led ; and t he pity awakened by
t he barbarity of t he prosecut ion found its e qua l
in t he ange r caused by Publ ius Egnatius 1 in t he par t.
of w itness . A cli ent of Soranus , now bought t o

procure t he de struction ofhis friend , he affected t he
g rave pose oft he S t o ic school , t ra ined as he w as t o

catch bymanne r and by look t he ve ry fe ature s of

integrity , while a t he a rt tre ache rous , wily , a dis
semble r ofcupidity and lust . Those qua l itie s gold
la id bare , and he be came an e xample pointing men
t o caution , not more aga inst t he villa in clothed in

dishone sty or sta ined by crime ,
than aga inst those

w ho se ek in honourable atta inments a cloak for

fa lsehood and for tre ason in fr iendship .

XXXI I I . T he same day, howe ve r , produced a lso
an e xample ofhonour . It w as furnished byCass ius
Asclepiodot us , by his great we a lth the first cit i zen
of Bithynia ; w ho , with t he same devotion as he

had accorded t o Soranus in his heyday , re fused t o
de se rt himwhen near his fal l , w as stripped ofhis
e nti re fortune , and w as driven into e xi le , as a proof
of heaven ’s impartia l i ty towards good and e vi l .
T hrase a , Soranus , and Se rvilia we re accorded fre e
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a rb itrium. He lvidius e t Paconius Ita lia depellunt ur.

Montanus patri concessus e st , praedi ct o ne in re

publi ca habere t ur. Accusa t oribus Eprio e t Cossu
t iano qui nquagiens se ste rtium singulis, O st orio

duodeciens e t quae st oria insign ia t ribuunt ur .

XXX IV . T um ad T hrase am in hort is agent em
qua e stor consulis mi ssus vesperascent e iam die .

Inlust rium virorum feminarumqu e coe t um fre

quent em1
ege ra t ,maxime int ent usDeme trio Cynicae

inst it ut ionis doct ori , cum quo , u t coni ect are e rat
intentione vult us e t audit is, si qua clarins proloque
bantur , de natura animae e t di ssociat ione spiritus
corporisqu e inqu ireba t , done c advenit Domi tius
Ca ecilianus ex int imi s ami c is e t e i quid senatus
censu isse t exposuit . Igitur flent is que rit ant isque ,
qui aderant , face sse re prope re T h rasea neu

2
pericula

sua mi scere cumsorte damnat i hort at ur , Arriamque
t empt ant emmariti suprema e t e xemplum Arriae

1
coetum frequent em Ritter coet us frequent er Mcd. ,

0 . frequent e or c. frequent es Mcd .

1

2 neu] nec N ipp erdey.

1 Ev ident ly a persona gra ta w ith t he emperor. He has

been na t ura lly ident ifi ed w i t h t he ve t eran epicure ofDomi
t ian ’

s court (Juv . IV . 107 ; of. 136 sqq . novera t i lle Luzuriam
imperi i veteremnoctisque Neron is 1ammedia s

2 A sort ofCynic fr iar—i lle seminudus is t he descript ion of

Seneca ,
w ho knew himwe ll and admired himwi t hout measure

(see , for inst ance , De ben . He w as in Rome as early as the
principat e ofGa ius and seems t o have court ed t he st ormswith
out which life became in his view ama remortuum(Sen . Ep .

He drew fromVespasian ,
w ho ult ima t ely banished him,

t he

charact erist ic remark z—Z i‘) p e
‘

v ndw a not eis Zva a s dn oxreivw ,

e
’

yd) 33: ! five ukam’

ofiw a of) qSoveuw (D. Cass. LXVI .

T he a llusions in Philost ratus, w ho makes hima friend of

Apollonius , are negligible .
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matri s sequ imone t re t inere vitamfi liaeque communi
subsidi umun i cumnon adimere .

XXXV . T umprogre ssus in port icumillic a quae
store repe rit ur, lae t i t iae prOpior, quia Helvidium
generum suum Ita l ia tantum arceri cognovera t .

Accept o dehinc sena tus consulto He lvidiume t Deme
t riumin cub i culuminducit ; porrect isque utri usque
brachn venis , post quam cruorem effudi t , humum
supe r spargens, propius vocato quae st ore , Libamus
inqui t Iovi l ibe ratori . Spect a ,

iuvenis ; e t omen
quidemdi prohibe ant , ce te rumin e a tempora natus
e s, quibus fi rmare animum expedi a t const ant ibus

xempli s. Post lent it udi ne e xitus gravis crucia tus
adfe rent e , obve rsis in Deme t rium.

1 T hrasea
’

smindmust have run back four and twenty years
t o t he day when , dissuading t he e lder Arria fromdeat h ,

he

asked Vi s ergo fi tiamtuam, si mihi pereundumfueri t ,mori
mecum? and rece ived the answer —S i tam diu tanta que

concordia vizeri t tecumquamego cumPa eto, volo (Plin . Ep .

III.
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se t byhe rmothe r and name sake , he advised t o ke ep
her li fe and not deprive t he child ofthe ir union of

he r one support .1
XXXV . He now wa lke d on t o t he colonnade ;

whe re the quae stor found himne are r t o joy than
t o sorrow , be cause he had a sce rta ined that He l

vidius , his son—in—law , w as me re ly deba rre d from
Ita ly . Then , taking t he de cre e of the senate ,

he

led He lvidius and Deme tr ius into his bedroom,

offe red the a rte rie s ofboth arms t o the knife , and,
when the b lood had begun t o flow , spr inkled it
upon the ground , and ca l le d t he qua e stor ne are r
We are making a l ibation , he sa id , t o Jove t he
Libe rator . Look , young man , and—may He aven ,
inde ed , ave rt the omen , bu t you have be en born into
time s when it is e xpe dient t o ste e l the mind with
instance s of firmne ss . ” Soon , as t he slowness of

his end brought e xcruciating pa in , turning his gaze
upon Deme trius .

2

2 Here t he Mediceus breaks short . T here are lost some
t hirty chapt ers of t his book and t he whole ofXVII . and

XVIII . For t he ir cont ent s, see vol. II. 2342 and the

Chronologica l T able .
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,

70 sqq. ; v . 19 sqq.

Cordus, i. 76

Flavianus , i ii . 79

Front inus , iv. 39

Fronto ,
1. 20 ; ii . 26

G ra tusfli. 26
Mansue tus, i i i . 25

Mart i a lis
,
i. 28, 82

M aximus, iv. 33

396

Iulius Paulus, iv. 13

Placidus, ii i. 84

Briseus, ii . 92 ; iii. 55 , 61 ; iv . 11
Sabinas, iv. 55

, 67
Sac rovir, iv . 57—T u tor, iv . 55, 57 sqq. , 70 sqq.

,
74

,

76 , 78 ; v . 9 , 21

Valentmus , iv . 68 sqq. . 76 , 85Vindex, i . 6 , 8, 16 , 51, 53 , 65, 70,
89 ; i i. 94 ; iv . 1 7

,
57 69

Iun i i, iii . 38
Innins Blaesus, i. 59 ; i i . 59 ; ii i. 38 sq.

Mauri cus , iv . 40

Iuno, 1. 86 ; iv . 53

Iupp iter, i i i. 72, 74 ; iv . 53 sq.,
58

83 sq. ; v . 2

Ius tus ri d . Minic ius
Iuvena lia ,

iii . 62

Iuvenalis, iv . 66

Janiculurn , Janus, etc vid. Iani

culum,
Ianus

,
e t c .

Jerusalem: L
'

ld. Hierosolyma
Jew s : l

‘

td . Iudae i

John : md. Ioannes

ii

Labeo : md. Claud ius

Laco : vid. Corne l ius
L aecanius , i. 41

La t ium, ii i . 55
Lebanon,

v. 6

Lepcxt ani , iv . 50
Leuc i, i. 64

L ibanus : vid. Lebanon

L i bet
,
v. 5

L ib rty, Ha ll of(
“Libert a t is a trium

l . 31
Liburnian vessels Liburnicae u

16 , 35 ; ii i . 12 , 14 , 42 sq. ,
47 sq

77 v . 23

Libya , v . 2 ; _
fr. 8

Li c inianus : Lid. P150

1 . Lic inius Crassus M . 1! rzumvzr)
i. 15

2 . Lic inius Crassus , M. (cos.

i . 14

3 . Lic in ius Crassus, M . ( son of2
brother ofL. Calp urnius P isa c zm
anus) , i . 48 ; iv. 42

Licinius Caec ina , ii . 53

Mucianus, i . 10, 76 ; ii . 4 sq., 7, 74

76 sqq. ,
95 ; iii. 1, 8 , 25, 46 sq.

,
49

,

52 sq. , 63 , 66 , 75, 78 ; iv . 4, 11, 24

39, 44, 46 , 49 , 68, 75, 80, 85 ; v

26
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Licinius Proculus, 1. 46 , 82, 87 ; u. 33 , 1
'

i
’

39 sq., 44 60

Ligur ia , i i . 15

Ligurians, 11 . 14

Ligus, i i . 13

Lingones, 1. 53 sq. ,
57 , 59, 64, 78

ii . 27 ; lv . 55
,
57

,
67

,
69 sq., 73 , 76

sq.

Loc rians,fr . 8

Longinus uza. Aemilius, Pompe ius
Longus vzd . Cassms
Lucania ,

i i . 83

Lucce ius Alb inus i i 58 37 .

Luceria ,
111. 86

Lue llius Bassus , u . 100 sq. ; 111. 12 sq.

36 , 40 ; W . 3

Lucus
,
i . 66

Lugdunum md . Lyons

Lupercus : 1nd . Mumus i i ii

Lupia , v . 22

Lupus vzd . Numisius
Lus it an ia ,

1. 13 , 21 , 70

Lut a t ian fami ly, 1. 15
Lut at ius Ca t ulus, iii . 72

Lyons Lugdunum i. 51
,
59 . 64

sq.
,
74 ; i i. 59, 65 ; iv . 85 sq.

Macedon ians, lV . 83 ; v . 8

Macedonian [62 10 11 ( lea. V M acedon

zca ) , v 1

Macer : ma. Clod ius , Marc ius

Maev ius Pudens, 1. 24

Magnus, On . Pompems (brother ofs o

Ltcimanus) . i . 48 i i

Manlius Pa t ru 1t us , IV . 45

Va lens
,
1. 64

Mansue tus md. Iulius

Marce llus ind . Claudius . Cornelius,
Eprius ,

Romulus
Marmanus (name assumed by Icelus) ,
i. 13

Marc ius Macer, i i . 23 , 35 sq.
,
71

Marcodurum,
i v . 2

Mariccus , i i . 6 1

Marinus md . Va lerius
Marius , C. ,

11. 38

Ma rius Celsus , i . 14 , 31 , 39 , 45 , 71,
77

,
87 , 90 ; ii. 23 sqq. , 33 39 sq. ,

44,
60

Marius Ma turus
,
ii. 12 ; 111. 42 sq.

Mars ( Tm) , iv . 6 4

Marsaw , iv . 56

Marse i lles Massilia i ii. 43

Mami, i i i . 59
Mart i a lis : ind. Cornelius , 1ul1us

397

Mart ins, Campus, i . 86 ; 11. 95 ; 111. 82

M assa : md. B aebius

Mat t iam
,
iv . 3 7

Ma turus vid . Marius

Maure t aniae , i . 11 i i . 58 sq.

M ann , 1. 78 ; i i . 58 : IV . 50
Mauricus : md. Innins

Mammus rzd. Iulius
,
T rebellius

Medes ,
v . 8

Mediolanum
,
i . 70

Med iomamc i , i. 63 ; iv . 70 sqq.

Mefi t i s
,
in . 33

M emphis , iv . 84

Messa la : l i d. Vipst anus

Mevania
,
i i i . 55 , 59

M i nerva ,
iv

,
53

Mmic ius Iusi ns, 111. 7
M inturnae , 111. 57

M 1senum(fi ee t of) , 1i . 9 , 100 ; i ii. 56 , 60

Moes ia , Moes1an,
1. 76

,
79 ; i1. 32 , 44 ,

46
,
74

,
83

, 85 sq. ; i i i . 2 , 5 , 9 , 11,
18 , 24 , 46 , 53 , 75 ; iv . 54 ; v . 26

Mogont i acum,
IV . 15, 24 sq. , 33 , 3 7 ,

59
, 61 , 70 sq.

Monoe cus : md . Hercules

Mont anus md . A i n ius , Curt ius
Moors : Ltd. Mauri

Morim,
lV . 28

Mosa ,
- iv . 28 , 66 ; v. 23

Moschus , i . 87

Mose lle , iv . 71
,
7 7

Moses ,
v . 3 sq.

Muc ianus : l id . Lic in ius

Mulvian Bridge ,
1. 87 ; n. 89 ; i i i. 82

Munins Lupe rcus, IV . 18 , 22 , 6 1

Murcus : i td . S t a i lus

Musonius Rufus, m. 81 ; iv . 10 . 40

Mut i na ,
i . 50 ; 11. 52 . 54

Nana ia , v . 26

Na rbonensis
,
G a llia M d. G au l

provmc ia ,
1. 76 ; 11. 12 14

,
3 °

111. 41

Narni a
,
111. 58

,
60 , 63 , 6 7, 78 sq.

Naryc ii, fr . 8

Nas amones, fr . 8

Naso md. An ton ius

Nava
,
IV . 70

NERO , 1. 2 , 4
—10, 13 , 16, 20 sqq. ,

25
,

30 , 46 , 48 sq.,
51 , 53 , 65, 70 , 72 sq.

,

76 sqq.
,
78, 89 sq. ; ii. 5, 8 sqq .

,
27

,

54
,
58

,
66

,
7 1 sq.

, 76 , 86 , 95 ; Hi . 6
,

62 , 68 ; iv . 7, 8, 13 , 41 , 42 sqq. ; v. 10

NERVA
,
i . 1

S ee also T RAJAN
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Nervu ,
iv . 1 5, 33, 56 , 66 , 79

N iger : md. Casperius

Non ius At t ianus, iv . 41

Recep tus , i . 56 , 59
Norbanus , C. , i ii . 7 2

Noricum, i . 11 , 70 ; i i i. 5 ; v . 25

Novaesmm, iv . 26 , 33, 35, 57 , 62, 70 ,
7 7 , 79 ; v . 22

Novaria , i . 70
Novellus ind. Antonius

Numisius Lupus , 1. 79 ; i ii. 10
Rufus, iv . 22, 59 , 70, 77

Nymphid ius Sabinus , i. 5 sq. ,
25

, 37

Obult ronius Sabinus, i. 3 7

O cean,
i . 9 ; iv . 12 , 15, 79 ; v . 23 ii

O criculum, i ii . 78
O c tavius Sagit t a , iv . 44

O eensas, iv . 50

Ofonius T igellinus, 1. 24, 72

Onomastus , i . 25 27 ii

O p ite rgium,
ii 1. 6

Orfi dius Benignus, 11. 43 , 45

O rfi t us : md . Corne lius

O siris, iv . 84

Ost ia , i . 80 ; ii . 63

O T HO ,
i . 1 , 13 , 21 sq.,

24
, 39—4 7

,

50
,
64, 70—90 ; ii . 1 , 6 sq.

,
11 , 13 sq.

,

1 6 sqq.
,
21 , 23 , 25 sq. , 28, 30 sq .

, 33 ,
3 6 , 38

—60, 6 3 , 65, 76 , 85 sq. ,
95

,

101 ; iii . 10, 32 , 44 ; iv . 1 7, 54

O thon1an(s) i. 34, 75 ; i i . 1 2, 15
,

20—24 , 26 , 33 sqq. , 3 7, 41 sq., 44 sq. ,

54, 60, 71 , 86 ; 1ii . 13 , 26 ; i v. 1

O zolae ,fr. 8

Pacarius Dec imus, i i . 16
Pacc ius Afr icanus , iv . 41

Pacensis vid . Aemi lius
1 . Pacorus (ofM ed ia Atropa tene)

i. 4 2

2 . (ofParthi a) , v . 9

Padua
,
ii . 100 ; ii i . 6 sq. , 11

Padus : vid. Po

Pae l ignians, ii i. 59

Pae tus : vid . T hrasea

Pa la t ium,
i . 17, 29, 32, 35, 39 , 47, 70 ,

80
, 82 ; i i i. 6 7 sq.,

70, 74 , 84

Pamphylia , ii . 9
Pannonia , Pannonian(s) , 1. 26 , 67 , 76 ;
i i . 11

,
14

,

“
i f, 32 , 85 sq. ; iii. 1 , 4 ,

1 1 sq. ,
24 ; iv . 54 ; v. 26

Papirius , iv . 49

Pa rthi a , Part hians , i . 2 ; i i. 6 , 82 ;
ii i . 24 ; iv. 51 ; v. 8 sq.

398

Pa tavium: 2nd . Padua

Pat robius, i . 49 ; ii . 95

Pa t rui tus : vi d. Manlius

Paul inus : vid . Sue ton ius
,
Va lerius

Paulus : vid . Iul ius

Pedanius Cost a , i i. 71
Pedius Blaesus, i. 7 7
Persians, v . 8

Parasu , i . 50
Pet il ius Cerialis, 111. 59 , 78 sqq. ; iv . 61
7 1 sq., 75 sqq. , 86 ; v . 14- 24

Petra ala Petriana i. 70 ; iv. 4i

Pet ronia , ii . 64

Pet ronius T urp ilianus , i. 6 , 37
Vrbicus , i . 70

Pharsalia , i . 50 ; i i . 38

Ph llippi , i . 50 ; 11 . 38

Phoenicians , v. 6

Pi cent ine horse a la P icent ina i
6 2

Picenum, ii i . 42

Pisa , ii i . 42

1 . P180 , C. Calpurnius (centre c

the Pison ian consp iracy aga ins
Nero) , iv. 11

2 . P iso, L . Ca lpurnius (cos. 5

A.D. ; proconsul of Afrw a ) , iv. 35
48 sqq.

3 . P iso Lic inianus
,
L . Ca lpurni

(adop ted son ofGalba) , i . 14 sq.
, 1

sqq.
,
21, 29 sq., 34, 39, 43 sq., 4

sq. ; iii . 68 ; iv. 40, 42

Placent ia , sqq., 23 sq.
,
32

,
36

, 4

Plac idus : ind. Iul ius

Planc ius Varus, i i . 63
Plaut ius Aeli anus iv . 53
Plau tus : 1nd . Rubellius

P liny ( the Elder) , i ii . 28
Plot ins Pirmus . i . 46 , 82 ; u 46, 49

P lot ius Grypus , iii . 52 ; iv . 39 sq.

Po, i . 70 ; ii . 11 , 1 7, 19 sq. ,
22 sq. , 32

34, 39 sq.,
43 sq. ; i1i . 34 , 50 , 52

Poe tovio, iii . 1

Polemo, i i i. 47
Pollio : rid. Asinius

Polyc litus, i . 37 ; i i .

Pompe ias Longinus, 1. 31
Magnus Pompey i . 15

, 50
ii . 6

,
38 ; 66 ; v . 9, 12

Propinquus, i . 12, 5S

Silvanus
,
i i . 86 ; i ii . 50 ; iv . 47

Vopiscus, i . 77

Pont ia Postumjna , iv. 44

Pon tus , ii . 6 , 8, 81 , 83 ; ii i . 47 ; iv. 83

Poppaea Sabina , i . 13 , 22, 78
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Sena Seniensis colonia iv . 45

Sent ius, iv . 7

Sep t immus : Ltd. Porc ius

Se quani , i . 51 ; iv . 67

Serapis, iv . 81 , 84

Serenus : vi d. Amullius
Sertorius , iv. 1 3

Servil ian G ardens , iii . 38

Servius T ullius , iii . 7 2

Severus rid. Cest ius Cetrius

Claudius
Sext i lia , i . 75 ; i i . 64, 8 9 ; 111. 67

Sext i l ius Felix, ii i . 5 ; iv. 70

Sido, i i i . 5, 21

S ilanus , M . Ianius (fa ther- in- Za w of
Caligula ) , iv . 48

Silian horse a la Siliana i. 70 ;
ii . 17

S ilius Italiens , iii. 65

Silvanus : ind . Pompeias
1 . Simon, v. 9

2 . v . 12

S implex : vid. Cae c ilias
S ingulariumala ,

!
iv . 70

Sinope, iv. 83 sq.

Sinuessa , i . 72

1 . Sisauna (historian) , iii . 51
2 . (centurion) , ii . 8

Sohaemus, ii . 81 ; v. 1

Solymi , v . 2

Soranus ind. Ba rea

Sos ianus :md. Ant ist ius

Sosius , C. ,
v . 9

Sostra tus , ii . 4

Spa in ,
1. 8 , 22 , 37 , 49 , 62 , 76 ; ii . 32,

58, 65, 6 7 , 86 , 97 ; iii 2
, 13 , 15, 25,

35 ,
44 , 53 , 70 ; iv . 3

,
25

,
39

,
68 , 76 ;

v . 19

Spanish legion ( leg. IX H tsp ana ) ,
i 6

Spurinna : rid. Vest ric ius

St a t ius Murcus , i . 43

S toechades, iii . 43

Sublic ius, pons ,
”
i . 86

Subrius Dext er, i. 31
Sneb i ans , i . 2 ; ii i . 5, 21

Sued ius Clemens , i . 87 ; i i. 12
Suessa Pomet ia ,

ii i . 72

Sue toni us Paul inus , 1. 87 , 90 ; i i. 23

sqq. ,
31 , 33 , 3 7, 39 44

,
60

Sul la : t ad. Cornelius

Sulpicia Prae text a t a ,
iv . 42

Sul piCii , 1. 15

Sulpic ius , F lorus, i . 43

Sunuc i, iv . 66

40 0

Syria , Syrian,
i . 10

,
76 ; i i . 2, 5 sq

8 sq.
,
73 sq. , 76, 78 sqq. ; i i i . 24

iv. 3 , 17 39, 84 ; v. 1 sq., 6 , 9 sq.
,
2

T amiras ,
i i . 3

T ampias Flavianna, ii . 86 ; i ii. 4, 1

sq. ; v. 26

T arentum, ii . 83

T arpe ian Rock, in . 71

T arquinius Priscus , iii . 72

Superbus , iii . 7 2

T at ius, ii. 95
T auri an horse a la T auriana

'

i . 5

64

T aurina coloni a :
‘

t
’

ld . August a T au)

inorum
T aurus : ctd. An ton ius

T enc teri , iv . 21 , 64 sq., 7 7

T erent ias , i. 41

T ertul linus : vid . Vulc ac ius

T et t ius Iul ianus, i. 79 ; ii . 85 ; i

39 sq.

T entoni , iv . 73

T hrace , T hrac ians, i . 11 , 68

T hrasea Paetus , ii . 91 ; iv . 5 sqq.

T iber, i . 86 ; i i . 93 ; i i i. 82

T IBERIVS , i . 15, 16 , 27 , 89 ; 11. 65
,
7

95 ; iv . 42 , 48 ; v . 9

T ic inum,
ii . 17 , 27 , 30, 68, 88

T igellinus : md. Ofonius

T imotheus
,
iv . 83

T ingi t ana , Maure t ani a
,
ii . 58 sq.

T iro : 1 1d . Apmius
T i t ianus m’

d. Sa lvius

T IT VS
,

10 ; 11. 1 , 4 sqq.
,
74

,
79 ,

iv . 3 , 38, 51 sq. ; v . 1
,
10 sq., 13 ; j

2 , 5

T olbiacum,
iv . 79

Tracha lus : l id . Ga lerius

T RAJAN,
i . 1

T ransalp ine peoples ,
iv . 54

T ranspadane It a ly, i . 70 ; ii . 32

T ransrhenane , 11. 17 ; iv . 15 , 23 , 2

63 , 76 ; v . 16 , 25

T rapezus , iii . 47

T rebellius Maximus
,
i. 60 ; i i . 65

T rebonius Garut i anus, i . 7

T reves (
“T reVi ri 1. 53 , 57 , 6

ii . 14, 28 ; i ii . 35 ; iv . 18
,
28

,
3

37 , 55, 57 sq. 62 66
,
68 sqq. , 8

v . 14 , 1 7, 19 , 24

T riaria , ii . 63 sq. ; m. 77
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T riboc i, iv . 70

T ul lius : ind. Servius

T ungri , ii . 14 sq. ,
28 ; iv . 16 , 55, 66 ,

79

T urp ilianus : vtd . Pet ronius

T urullius Ceria lis, ii. 22

T uscus ind . Caec ina
T utor : ind . Iul ius

Vada
,
v . 20 sq.

Valens : t td.

Manlius

Va lent inus t
‘

ld . Iul ius

Va lerius Asia t icus, 1. 59 ; i v. 4

Festus
,
11. 98 ; iv. 49 sq.

Marinus , ii . 7 1

Paul inus , ii i . 42 sq.

Vangiones ,
iv . 70

Varius Crispinus , i . 80Varro : rid . CingoniusVarus rid. Al ienus , Arrius , Plan

c ius , Quint iliusVascones ,
iv. 33

Vat ican ,
i i . 93

Va t ini i , i . 37

Vbii , iv. 18, 28, 55, 63, 7 7 ; v. 24

Vedius Aqui la , 11. 44 ; ii i . 7
Velabrum, i . 27 ; i i i. 74Veleda ,

iv . 61 , 65 ; v. 22, 24

Vellocatus , iii . 45Vent idius
,
P . ,

v. 9

Venus , i i . 2

Venu t ius
,
i i i . 45

Verani a ,
i . 4 7

Verax,
v . 20 sq.

Vercellae
,
i. 70

Vergi lio ind . At ilius

Vergilius Cap ito , i i i . 7 7 ; iv . 3

Verginius Rufus, i . 8 sq.
,
52 sq. , 7 7 ;

i i . 49 51
, 68, 71 ; 111 . 62 ; iv . 17 ,

69

Verona ,
i i . 23 ; i i i . 8, 10, 15, 50, 52

Verul ana Gra t i lla ,
i ii . 69

Verus mid . At ilius

VESPASIAN
,
i . 1 , 10 , 46 , 50 , 76 ; ii . 1 ,

4
,
5 , 7 , 67 , 73 sq. , 76 , 78 sqq.

, 96

sqq. ; ii i . 1 , 3, 7 sqq.
,
34 , 37 sq.

,

42 sqq. ,
48 sq.

,
52 sq. ,

57 , 59, 6 3

sqq.
, 69 sq.

,
73

,
75, 77 sq. , 86 ; i v .

3 sqq. , 13 sq. , 1 7, 21, 24, 27, 31 sq. ,

36 sqq.
,
42

,
46

,
40

,
51 sq. . 54

,
58 ,

68, 70 , 75, 77 , 80 sqq. ; v. 1 , 10, 13 ,
25 sq. ; fr. 4

,
5

Ves ta
,
i. 43

Ves ta ls, in. 81 ; iv. 53

Dona t ius . Fab ius
,

Vest inus
,
L .

,
iv . 53

Ve

s

stric ius Spurinna , i i . 11 , 18 sq. ,
23,

6

Vetera , iv. 18, 21 35 sq.
,
57 sq. ,

6 2 ;
v . 14

Vet t ius Bolanus, i i . 65 , 9 7
Veturius ,

i . 25
V ibius Crispus, i i. 10 ; iv . 4 1 sqq.

Vice t ia , ii i . 8V ic tor : md. Claud ius

Vic tory ( image of) , i . 86
V ienna ( V1enne) , i . 65 sq. , 7 7 ; ii . 29 , 66Vindex md. Iulius
Vindonissa

,
iv . 61 , 70

Vinius, T i . 1 , 6 , 11 sqq.
, 32 sqq., 37

39 , 42 , 44 , 47 sq. , 72 ; i i. 95

V ipsaman Colonnade , 1. 31
Vipst anus Apron i anus , i . 7 6

Mes sa la , ii i . 9 , 11 , 18 , 25, 28 ; iv . 42
V ird ius G eminus , i i i . 48
V i te lli ans

,
i . 75 ; i i. 14 sq. , 21 , 23 , 25,

27
, 31, 34 sq. , 44 sq. ,

56 ; i i i . 9
,
16

sq .
,
23 sqq.

,
27

, 29 , 31 sq .
, 35, 43 ,

60 sq. , 63 , 6 9, 71, 73 , 7 7 , 79 , 82 , 84 ;
iv. 1 , 38, 46 49

Vite lli i , ii . 64

1 . VIT ELLIVS , i. 1 , 9 , 14, 44, 52 ,
56 sqq. ,

6 7 sqq. , 7 3 sqq.
, 84 sq.

,
90 ;

ii . 1 , 6 sq.
,
14 , 16 sq. ,

21 , 2 7 , 30 sqq.

38
,
42 sq.

,
4 7 sq. ,

52 sqq. , 80 sqq. ,

in . 1 sqq., 8 sqq. , 31 , 35 sqq.
,
47 sq . ,

53 sqq.
, 78 sqq. , 84 sqq. ; iv . 1 , 3 sq. ,

11
,
13 sqq.

,
17 , 19 , 21 , 24 , 2 7 , 31 ,

36 sq.
, 41 , 46 sq.

,
49

,
51

,
54 sq.

,
58

,

70 , 80 ; v . 26

2 . V i te llius
,
L . (fa ther of i . 9

ii i . 66 , 86

3 . V it e llius, L . (brother of 1. 88 ;
ii . 54

, 63 ; iii . 37 sq.
,
55

,
58, 76 sq. ;

iv . 2

V ite llius Sa t urni nus, 1. 82
V ivenn ius Rufi nus

,
i ii. 12

Vmbri a
,
i ii . 41 sq.

,
52

Vmbric ius , i. 27
Vocet ius

,
i . 68

Vocont ii , i . 66

Vocula : Lid . D1111us, Sariolenus
Volaginius, ii . 75

Vologae sus , i . 40 ; iv . 51

VoluS ius , C., iii . 29

Vopiscus : t
‘

ld . Pompeius
Vrbicus : t

‘

ld. Pe tron ius

Vrbinum,
iii. 62

VS ipi, iv . 37
Vul cacms T ertul linus

,
v. 9
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ANNALS
ABDAGAESES, vi. 36 37 , 43, 44

Abdus, vi . 31 sq.

Aborigines , xi . 14

Abudius Ruso , vi . 30

Acharas (prop erlyAbgarus) , x11. 12, 14
Acerroni a , xi v. 5, 6

Achaemenes, xi i. 18
Acha ia (Achae i) , i . 76 ( ceases tempor

to be sena torial province) , 80 ;
(under lega te of ii . 53 ; iii .

v . ;10 vi . ;18 xi v.

21 ; xv . 33 , 36 , 45

Ac ilia (Lacon
’
smo ther) , xv. 56, 71

1 . M
’

. Acil iusAviola ( cos. 53
xi i. 64

2. Ac ilius Aviola (fa ther ofa 7 )

3 . Acilius Strabo, xiv. 18

Acra tus, xv . 45 ; xvi . 23

Ac te , xiii . 12 , 46 ; xi v . 2

Ac t ium, xv. 23 ; Ac ti ac a victoria, i. 3 ;
ii . 53 ; iv . 5

bellum,
legiones ,

i . 42

re ligio, xv . 23

Actumerus , xi . 16 , 17
Acutia ,

vi . 4 7

Adgandast rius ii . 88

Adi abeni , xii . 13 sq. ; xv. 1
, 4, 14

Adrana , i. 56

Adrumetum, xi . 21
Aedui , iii . 40 ( rebellion under Sacrovi r) ,
43 sqq.

°

xi. 25 ( recei ve ius

bonorum
Aeé tes , vi . 34
Aegaeumma re , v . 10 ; xv . 71
Aegea e (Ci licia ) , xiii . 8

Aegea tae (Aeolis ) , ii . 47

Aegier

l

i

g
is c ivi tas (Aegiumin Acha ea) ,

iv

Aegyp tus : vid . Egyp t
Ael ia Pae t ina , xii . 1

Aeliu
s

Ga llus ( eldes t son ofS ejanus 7)
v .

Aelius Grac il is ( lega te ofB elgica ) , xi i i
53

Ae lius
2

Lami a (friend
vi .

Aelius
2

Se ianus : rid . Sejanus
Aemili a Lepida : vid . Lepida
Muss vid . Musa

40 2

Aemil iamonument -a , iii. 72
gens , vi . 27

Aemil iana praed ia ( property of T igel
linus) , xv . 40

Aemil ii , iii . 22
,
24 ; vi. 29

Aemil ius Lep idus : rid . Lepidus

Aemi lius Mamercus, xi . 22

Aemil ius Paulus, x11. 38
Aemi lius Scaurus rid . Scaurus

Aemilius ( leadmg centurion) , ii. 11 ;
iv . 42

Aeneas, iv . 9 ; xi 1 . 58
Aequi , xi . 24

Aeri as ,
iii . 62

Aes culap ius, ii i. 63 ;
xiv . 18

Aes erninus, M . Claudius Marce llus,
ii1 . 11

Afer : vi d. Domit ius
L . Annius, xi v. 48

Afranius ( li eutenant ofPompey) , iv . 34

Afranius Burrus : r id . Burrus

Afranius Quint ianus xv . 49
,
56 , 70

Africa , 1. 53, et c .

garrison of, iv . 5

corn produc t ion in, xii . 43 ; Air icum
mare, i . 53
ventus , xv . 46

Agermus (Agerinus) , xi v . 6 , 7 , 8, 10

Agrippa t
‘id . As inius, Fonte ius

,

B aterias, Jul ius
Agrippa Postumus, i. 3 sqq. ,

53 ; iii . 30 ;
cf. ii . 39 sq.

Agrippa Vibulenus, vi . 40
Agrippa (Herod Agrippa , the elder) ,
xii. 23 ; ( the younger) , xii i . 7

Agrippa, M . Vipsamus (son- in- la w oj
Augus tus ) , i . 3 , 41, 53 ; iii . 19, 56 ,
75 ; iv . 40 ; vi . 51 ; xii . 27 ; xiv. 53

,

55 ; xv . 37, 39

1 . Agrippina (w ife ofGermanicus) ,
i. 33 , 41 , 44 ,

69 ; ii . 43 , 54, 55, 57,
75, 79 ; ii i . 1 , 3 , 4 , 17 , 18 ; iv . 1 2, 1 7 ,
19, 39, 40, 52 , 53, 54 , 60, 67 , 68, 70 ,

71 ; v . 1 , 3, 4 ; vi . 25, 26 ; xiv . 63

2. Ag ripp ina (da Ger

manicus) , W 53
,

1—8
,
22

,
25—27 , 7 , 41 sq., 56 sq.

,

iv . 14 ; xii. 61 ;

59, 64- 69 ; xiii . 1 sq. , 5, 134 6
,

19—21 ; xiv. 1- 13, 57 ; xv. 50 ;
xvi .
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Apronia , iv 22

Ap ronius, L i . 56 , 7 2 ; ii. 32 ; ii i. 21,
64 ; iv . 13, 22, 73 ; vi. 30 ; xi. 19

Apronms Cw iauus ( son ofthe above) ,
iii . 21

Apul ia , iii . 2 ; iv 71 ; xv i. 9

Aqui la , Iul ius , xi i . 15, 21

Aqui lia , iv. 42

Arabs (ofArabia ) , vi. 28 ; (ofOsroéne) ,
4 1 ; Xi i. 12 , 14

Arar, xi i i . 52
Araricus : vid. Vulcac ius

Araxes, xi i. 51 ; xi ii . 39
Arcad ia , xi i. 53 (xi . 14 ; xv . 41)
Arche laus (ofCappadocia ) , i i. 42 ; xiv.

26

H is vi . 41

Ardennes , iii. 42

Areopagus, ii. 55

Argivefl , xi i. 61 ( xi. 14)
Argolicus, vi. 18
Arii, xi . 10

Ariobarzanes, ii. 4

Aris tobulus , xi i i. 7 ; xiv. 26

Aristonicus, iv. 55 ; xi i. 62

Armeni a , i. 3 ; ii . 3 sq. ,
43, 57 ; iii . 48

vi . 31 sqq. , 36, 40 ; xi . 9 sq. ; xi i. 12
,

45
,
49 sq. ; xiii. 6 sqq. ,

34 , 37 ; xiv.

26
,
29 ; xv 1 - 3 , 5

—7 . 9 , 14 , 16 sq.,

24 sqq. ; m. 23

Armeni a M inor, xi . 9 ; xi i i. 7
Armen ii

,
ii . 55 sq.

,
60, 64, 68 ; vi .

44 ; xi. 8 ; xii . 44 , 46, 48 ; xi ii. 5,
30 ; xiv. 24 ; xv . 12 sq.,

15
,
27

Arni inius, i . 55, 57
- 61 , 63 , 65, 68

°

i i . 15, 44—46 , 88
xi . 16 sq. ; xi ii. 55

Amus (Arno) , i . 79
Arpus , ii . 7

At ria ( w ife ofT hrasea ) , xv i . 34
Hermo ther,

Amus Varus, xiii . 9
Arrunt ius, L., i. 8, 13, 76 , 79 ; iii . 11 ,
31 ; vi . 5, 7, 27, 47 sq. ; xi . 6 sq.

Arrun t ius S tella , xiii . 22

Arsac es, vi . 31, 33 ; xii . 14

Amac idae, ii . 1—3 ; vi. 31 , 34, 42
ao. ; xi. 10 ; xii . 10 ; xiii . 9, 37 ;
xiv . 26 ; xv. 1, 14, 29

Arsamosata, xv. 10
An ani as

,
xv. 15

Artabanus III (ofParthia ) , i i . 3 sq.
,

58 ; v i. 31- 33, 36 sq., 41—44
Hz: son

,
xi . 8

Art avasdes, ii . 3 39.

40 4

Artaxa t a , 11. 56 ; v i . 33 ; mi . 50 sq. ;
xiu . 39

,
41 ; xiv. 23

Artaxi as , ii . 3 , 56, 64 ; vi. 31

Artemi ta , vi. 41
Arto ria Flac cilla, xv . 71

Arulenus Rust icus, xvi. 26
Aruse ius L . vi . 7 , 40

Asc lepiodotus, Cassius , xvi. 33

Asconius La beo, xi ii . 10
Asia (cont inent) , xii . 63
Provmce , ii. 47 , 54 ; iii. 7 , 32, 58,
66—68, 71 ; iv. 13—15, 36 sq. ,

55 sq. ;
v . 10 ; xi ii. 1 , 33 , 43 ; x iv . 2 1 sq
27, 57 sq. ; xv . 45 ; xvi. 10, 13 , 23 , 30

As iat icus, Va lerius , xi . 1 , 3 ; n ’

ii. 43

1 . C. Asin ius Pollio ( the orator) , i.
12 fin . ; ii i. 75 ; iv . 34 ; xi . 6 sq.

xiv. 40
2. O. As inius Gallus ( son of the

above) , i. 8, 12 sq.,
76 sq. ; ii . 32 sq. ,

35 sq. ; ii i . 11 ; iv. 20, 30 71 ; vi. 23
25

9

3. C. As inius Pollio ( son of the

above, cos. 23 A ll ) , iv. 1
4 . M. As inius Agrippa (brother of

the above, cos. 24 iv. 34, 61

5. Asinius Saloninus (brother of
Ike above) , iii. 75
6 . M. Asinius Marcellus ( sorzof4”,

cos. 54 xii. 64 ; xiv. 40
Asper : vtd. Sulp ic ius
Asprenas L . , i . 53 ; iii . 18
Assyria, xii . 13
Ate ias

, M. ,
ii . 47

Ate ius Capito , C.
,
i. 76 , 79 ; ii i. 70, 75

At hens, ii . 53 , 55 (xi . 14, 24 ; xv . 64)
At ia, ii i . 68 fi n.

Atidius Geminus, iv. 43

At il ius, A ., ii. 49

Acilius (freedman) , iv. 62 sq.

At imetus, xi ii . 19, 21 sq.

Att ica, v. 10
Att icus : ind. Curt ius, Iulius, Pom
ponius , Quint ius . Vest inus

At t ius, vi . 24

At tus Clausus, iv . 9 ; xi . 24 ; x11. 25

Atys , iv . 55

Auii dienus Rufus, i. 20

Augurinus , Iulius, xv. 50

Augusta ( w ife of Augustus)
'

vid.

Livia

Augusta ( t i tle) , 8 ; xi i. 26 ; xv . 23

August a les ( ludz) , i. 15, 54
Augusta la (sodales) , i. 54 ; ii . 83 ;

ii i . 64
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August iani , xiv . 15

Augustodunum,
iii. 43 , 45 sq.

AUGUSTUS, i. 1 , 3- 16 , 19, 26 , 31, 33
—35

,

40—4 2 , 46 , 50 , 53 sq., 58 sq.
,
72—74,

76—78 ; ii . 1 sq. , 4, 22 , 26 sq. ,
37—39

,

41—43, 49 sq., 50, 53 , 55 , 59, 64, 71 ;
i ii. 4—6 , 16, 18, 23

—25
,
28 sq. ,

34
,
48,

54
,
56 , 62
—64

,
66

,
68, 71 , 74 sq

W . 1, 3 , 5, 8, 15 sq.,
20, 34 , 36

—4 0,
42 , 44, 52, 55, 57. 64 , 67 , 71, 75 ;
v. 1 ; vi . 3 , 11

- 13, 45 sq.
,
51 ; xi . 7 ,

11 , 25 ; xi i . l , 23, 25, 56 , 60 , 64, 69 ;xii i. 1, 3, 6, 19 , 29 , 34 ; xiv . 15
,
53

,

55 ; xv . 35 ; xvi . 22

M . Aure lius Got ta Mes salinus (cos. 20

iii . 2 , 17 ; iv. 20 : v . 3

vi . 5, 7 ; xi i . 22

Aure lius Cot ta ( son of ! he above

xii i . 34
Aure lius Pius , i. 75

Auzea , iv. 25

Avent inus, vi . 45

Avernus, xv. 42

Avitus
,
Dubius , X i i i . 54 , 56

Bacchae , xi . 31

Bactria , ii . 60 ; xi . 8

Baduhenna , iv . 73

Ba iae , xi . 1 ; xii i. 21 ; xiv . 4 ; xv . 52

Balbillus, T i xi ii. 22
Balbus, L . Cornelius ( the fr iend of
Caesar) , xi . 24 ; xi i. 6

H is nephew , ii i. 72

See also z—Domit ius , Lae lius
Balearic Islands, xiii . 43
Barea Soranus, x11. 53 ;
30, 32 sq.

Barium, xvi. 9

Bas tarnae , ii . 65

Bat avi, ii . 6 , 8, 11

Bat hyllus, i . 54

Bauli, xiv . 4

Belgae , i. 34, 43 ; i ii. 40

Gallia Belgica , xii i . 53
Beneventum, xv . 34

Bibaculus, i v. 34
2B ibulus, C.,

iii.

Bithynia , i. 74 ;

b2

ii . 60 ; xii . 22 ; xiv.

46 ; xv i. 18, 33
Blaesus , Iunius (Fa ther) , i . 16 , 18 sq.

,

19, 21
- 23, 29 ; ii i . 35, 58, 72

- 74 ;
iv. 23, 26 ; v. 7

Son, 1. 19, 29 ; iii . 74

Father and son, vi . 40
Blasens, Fedins, xi v. 18

xvi . 21 , 23,

Blandus vtd . Rubellius
Blit ius Catulinus , xv . 7 1
Boarium

,
Forum, xii . 24

BO ioca ius, xiii . 55 sq.

Bolanus : vid. Ve t t ius
Bononi a , mi . 58
Bosporus (kingdom) , xi i. 15 sq. 63
Boudicca , xiv . 31, 35 7

Bovillae
,
ii. 41 ; xv . 23

Brigant es ,
x i i . 32 , 36 , 40

Brita in
,
Britons, ii . 24 ; xi. 3 ; xi i. 31,

33 , 35 sq. ; mv . 29 , 31 sq. , 34 sq. ,

37, 39 ; xv1. 15

Bri tannicus, xi . 1 , 4, 11 , 26 , 32, 34
xii . 2 , 9 , 25 sq., 41 , 65 , 68 sq. ; xi ii.
10, 14—17 , 19 , 21 ; xiv . 3

Bructeri , i . 51 , 60 ; xi ii. 56
Brundisium,

11. 30 ° iii . 1, 7 ;
T rea ty of, i . 10

Brut te dius Niger, i i i . 66
Brutus

,
L . Iunius (founder ofrepublic) ,

i. 1 ; m. 22 , 25

Brutus, M . Inn ins ( tyranni cide ) , i

ii . 43 ; iii . 7 6 ; iv. 34 sq.

Brut i M . Iunius B rutus and D .

Iun ius Brutus Alb inus) . i . 10 ;
xvi . 22

Burrus
,
Afranius , xi i . 42, 69 ; xi ii. 2,

6 , 14, 20 sq., 23
°

xiv. 7 , 10 , 14 sq.,

51 sq., 57 , 60

Byzant ium, i i. 54 ; mi . 62 sq.

iv . 24

Gad ins Rufus, xi i . 22

Cadmus, xi. 14
Cadra , v i. 41

Caecflianus, vi . 7

See also Domi t ius
, Magius

Caec il ius Cornu tus, iv . 28 , 30

Caec ina Severus, A., i. 31 sq.
,
37 , 48

50 , 56 , 60 sq.,
63—6 6 , 72 ; i i . 6

i i i . 18, 33 sq.

Caec ina Largus, P ., xi . 33 sq.

Cae c ina T uscus, xi i i . 20
Caedic ia , xv . 71

Cae los V ibenna , iv . 65

Caelian H ill, iv . 64 sq. ; xv. 38

Cae lius , C. (cos. 17 ii . 41 ,
see N i pperdey

Cae lius Cursor, i ii . 27

Cae lius Pollio, xi i . 45

Caepio CriSp inus, i. 74
Caes ar, C. Iulius, i. 1 sq. , 8, 42 ; i i . 41
i i i . 6 , 62 ; iv . 34, 43 sq. ; vi. 16 ;
xi . 23

,
25 ; xi i . 34

,
60 ; xiii . 3 ;

xiv. 9 ; xvi . 9, 22

w kere
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Ca esar, Gra ius (grandson ofAugus tus) ,
i . 3 , 53 ; i i. 4 , 42 ; i i i . 48 ; iv. 1, 40 ;
vi . 5 1

Caes ar
,
Luc ius (grandson ofAugustus) , m’

i

i . 3 , 53 ; i i i . 23 ; v i . 51

Caesar : vi d. AUGUSTUS , CLAUDIUS ,
GAIUS , G ERMANICUS , NERO ,

T 1

BERI
'

US

a s ares ,
i . 3 ; mi . 2 , 6 , 62 ; xi i i . 1 ;

x1v . 7 , 6 1 ; xv . 14 ; xv i . 7

Caesellius Bassus, xvi . 1, 3
”

i

Caesennius Maximus , xv . 71

Caes enn ius Pae tus ( cos. 61 x iv .

29 ; xv . 6—12 , 14 , 16 sq.
,
24—26

,
28

Caesw . silva , i . 50

Caes ius Cordus, i ii. 38, 70

Caesms Nas ica , x i i . 40
a son inus vtd. Su i llius

Cae t ronius, C. , i . 44

Calabria , i i i . 1 sq. ; xi i . 65

Ca laV ius Sabinas, xv . 7

Ga les ,
v i . 15 ( iv .

Caligula : vi d. Ga ius

Ca llistus , x i . 29 , 38 ; xii . 1 sq.

Ca lpurni a illust ris femina x i i .

xiv . 12

Concubine ofClaudius xi . 30

Ca lpurnii , i i i. 24

Calpurn iumgenus , xv. 48

Calpurnia se it a ,
!
xv . 20

Ca lpurnius Fabatus, xvi . 8
Sa lv1auus, iv . 36

Piso vid . P iso

Calpurnius ( standa rd- bearer) , i . 39
Calusidi us , 1. 35

Ca lma : vid. Junia
Ca lv isius Sabinus

, 0 . (cos . 26

iv . 46 ; v i. 9

Ca iv1sius ( cli ent of S i lana) , xi i i. 19,
21 sq. ; xiv . 12

Camerinus vid. Sulpi c ius

Camerium,
xi . 24

Camil lus (dicta tor) , i i . 52
Scriboni anus vi d. Pur ins

Campania , ii i . 31 , 47 , 59 ; iv. 57 , 67 ,
74 ; vi . 1 ; xi ii . 26 ; xiv . 10, 13 , 60
sq. ; xv . 22, 46, 51 , 60 ; xvi . 13 , 1 9

Camulodunum, xii 32 ; xiv . 31 sq.

Canin ius Ga llus , vi . 12

Caninius Reb i lus
,
xi i i . 30 iii

Cann inefates ,
iv . 7 3 ; xi. 18

Canopus, ii . 60

Capito : ind. At eius, Cossu t ianus
Fonte ius

,
Inste ius, Luc il ius, Valei ius

Cap itoline, xv. 18

40 6

Cap i tol, i i i . 3 6 ; V 1. 12 ; xi . 23 ; xii

24 , 42 sq. , 64 ; xi v . 13 , 61 ; xv . 23

Cappadoc ia , i i . 42 , 56 , 60 ; mi. 49xi i i. 8, 35 ; xi v . 26 ; xv. 6 , 1 2 , 1 7

Capreae , iv . 67 ; v i . 1 sq.
,
10 , 20

Capua , iv . 57 ; xii i . 31
Carat acus , xii . 33

- 36 , 38, 40

Carenes ,
xi i . 12—14

Carmanii, v i. 36
Carrinas Celer, xi i i . 10
Secundus, xv . 45

Carsidius Sacerdos, iv . 13 ; v i . 48
Cart imandua , xi i . 36 , 40

Casperius , mi . 45 sq. ; xv. 5

Caspia v ia , vi . 33

Cassia familia , xi i . 12
lex, xi . 25

Cassi i, vi . 2

Cassius Asc lep iodotus , xv i . 33

Chaerea , 1. 3 2

Longinus , L . ,
vi . 15, 45

Severus, i . 7 2 ; iv . 21

Cassius, C. ( tyrannicide) , i. 2
, 10

ii . 43 ; iii . 76 ; iv . 34 sq. ; xv i . 7

Cassius, C. (jurist) , xi i . 11 sq. ; xiii . 4 1
48 ; xiv. 42—4 5 ; xv. 52 ; xv i. 7—9
22

Cassius (actor) , i . 7 3
P riva te sold ier, xv . 66

Cato ( Censorius) , ii i . 66 ; iv . 56

( Ut icensis) , i i i . 76 ; iv . 34 ; xv i . 22

Cato, Porc ius ( i nformer) , iv . 68

Ca tonius Ius tus, i . 29
Catualda , ii . 62 sq.

Catui lus , iv. 34

Catus, Decianus, x iv . 32, 38

t . Firmius
Caudine Forks, xv . 13

Ceangi ?,mi . 3 2

Cecrops, xi . 14

Celenderis, ii . 80

Celer vid. Carrinas
,

Domit iu
Egnat ius , Propert ius

Celer, P . , xi ii . 1 , 33
Engineer ofNero, xv . 42

Celsus (Roma n knight) , vi . 14
Iul ius (mili taryt ribune) , v i. 9 , 14
Marius , xv. 25

Cenchreus ( river) , iii . 61
Cercina ( island) , i. 53 ; iv . 13

Ceres ,
ii . 49 ; xv. 44, 53

Cereales c ircenses , xv . 74

Cerialis : ri d. Ani c ius

Cerialis, Pet il ius, xiv . 32 sq.
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Corne lius Sulla Felix ( the dicta tor) , i. 1 ;
i i. 48, 55 ; iii . 22, 2 7, 62 ; iv . 56 ; vi.
46 ; xi . 22 ; xi i. 62

Sulla Felix (cos. 52 A.D. ,
sorm‘

n- law
ofClaud i us) , mi . 52 ; xi ii. 23 , 47 ;
xiv . 57 , 59

Coruncani i, xi . 24

Corvinas vid . Mes sala

Corvus : mid. Valerius
Cos, ii. 75 ; iv. 14 ; xi i . 61
Cosa, ii . 39

Cossi, xv . 22

Cossut ianus Capito , xi . 6 ; xi ii. 33
mv . 48 ; xv i. 1 7, 21 sq.,

26
,
28

,
33

Gott a , L .,
ii i . 66

Mes salinus vid. Aurelius

Cotys
5
(oj T hrace) , ii . 64—67 ; ii i. 38 ;

i v .

OfLesser Armenia , xi. 9

OfBosporus , xii . 15, 18
Crassus ( the t riumvir) , i . 1 ; ii . 2
S ee also Lic ini us

Cremut ius Cordus , iv . 34 sq.

Crepere ius Gallus, xiv . 5

Cre t e , Cre tans, i i i . 26 ; i ii. 38, 63 ; xii i.
30 ; xv. 20

Cret icus Silanus, ii . 4 , 43
CriSp inus Caep io, i. 74

t . Rufrius

Cruptorix, iv . 73

Ctes iphon, vi . 42

Cumae , xv . 46 ; xvi . 19

Cumanus : ind . Vent idius
Curiae Veteres, xi i . 24
M O , C., xi . 7

Curt il ius Manc ia , xiii . 56
Curt isius, T ., iv. 27

Curt ius Att icus, iv. 58 ; vi. 10
Montanus

,
xvi. 28 sq., 33

Rufus, xi. 20 sq.

Severus, xi i. 55

Cusua ( river) , ii . 63
Cut ius Lupus, iv. 27

Cyc lades , ii . 55 ; v. 10
Cyc lopes , ii i. 61

Cyme, ii . 47
Cyni c School, xvi. 34

Cyprus, iii . 6 2
ii . 57

Cyzicus, iv . 36

Danae
,
ii . 3 ; xi . 8, 10

Dandarica
,
xi i. 16

40 8
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xiiDandaridse ,mi . 15Danube, ii. 63 ; iv. 5 ; mi . 30Darius I. , Hi . 63Darius III. ( Codomannus) ,mi . 13Davst a (hill) , vi . 41
Decangi xi i 32

Decrius, i i i 20
Calpurni anus , xi . 35

Delmat ia, ii . 53 ; iv. 5 ; I n. 52 (v
37 ; iii . 9)Delos, iii . 61Delphi , ii . 54Demaratus, xi 14Demetrius, xv1. 34 sq.Demonax, xi . 9Densus, Iulius, Xli l . 10Dente r : 1nd . Bornnl ius

Dent baliates ager, iv . 43

Diales
,
ii i. 58, 71 ; iv . 16

D iana, iii . 61, 62 Leucophryne an

Persw a 63 iv. 43 Lzmna tw
55 ; xi i. 8

Didius Gallus, A.,
mi . 15, 40 ; mv. 2

D ido, xv i. 1D idymus, vi. 24
Di i , ii i . 38Dinis, iv . 50

Dolabella : and. Cornelius
Dorni t ia : ozd. LepidaDOMITIAN, xi . 11

1 . Domit ius Ahenobarbus , C

(fa ther ofNero) , iv . 75 ; vi . 1 , 45, 4

sq. ; mi. 3, 64 ; xi ii . 10
2 . Domi t ius Ahenobarbus,

(fa ther of the above) , i . 63 ; i

44

3 . Domi t ius Abenobarbus,
vid . NERO
Domi t ius Ai er, iv . 52, 66 ; xiv . 19

Balbas ,m
'

v . 40

Caec ilianus, xvi . 34

Celer, ii . 7 7- 79

Pollio, ii . 86

Silne, xv . 59

Stat ius, xv. 7 1

S ee also Corbulo
Donusa , iv . 30

Doryphorus, xiv . 65

Druids,m’

v . 30

Drus i , i. 28 ; iv. 7 : xi. 35
Drusil la , vi. 15

1 . Drusus (brother of T iberius) ,
3 , 33 41 , 56 ; ii . 7

,
Drusian

fossa 41, 82 ; ii i. 5 ; iv. 72 ; v

51 ; mi . 29 ; xii i . 53
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2. Drusus ( son ofT iberzus), i . 14 ,
24—30, 47 , 52, 54 sq. , 76 ; ii. 26

42—44
,
46

,
51, 53 , 62 , 64, 82 , 84 ;

in. 2 sq. , 7 sq., 11 sq.,
18 ao.

,
22 sq.

29 , 31, 34, 36 sq., 47 , 49, 56 , 59, 75 ,

iv. 3 sq. , 7- 10, 12 , 15, 36 , 40 ; vi . 9,
2 7 ; xii i . 32, 43, 53 ; xiv . 57

3 . Drusus (son ofGermanicus) , IV .

4
, 8, 17, 36 60

°

v. 10 ; vi. 23 sq.,

27, 40 46Drusus, Livius, i ii . 27

See also Libo

Ducenius Geminus, xv. 18

Duilius, C. ,
ii . 49

Ecba t ana , xv. 31

Edes sa , xi i . 12

Egna t ia Max imi lla , xv. 71

Egnat ii Egna t ius Rufus) , i . 10
Egna tius Celer, P . ,

xvi . 3 2

Egyp t , ii . 59 sq., 67 , 69 , 85 ; iv. 5
‘

v . 10 ; v i . 28 ; xi . 14 ; mi . 43
, 60 ,xi ii . 22 ; xv. 26 , 36

Elbe, i. 59 ; ii. 14 , 19, 22, 41 ; iv. 44

Elephant ine, ii. 61
Elymsei, vi . 44
Ems, i . 60, 63 ; ii. 8, 23
Ennis , v i. 45

Ennius, L. , iii . 70

i. 38
Epaphrodi tus , xv . 55

Ephes us, Ephes ians, i ii. 61 ; iv . 55

xvi . 23

Epicharis, xv . 51, 57

Epidsphne , i i. 83

Eprius Marcellus, mi . 4 ; xii i . 33 ;
xv i . 22, 26 , 28 sq.

,
33

Era to , ii . 4

Erindes xi. 10
Erycus (Eryx) , iv . 43

Eryt hrae, vi . 12
Esquil ias, xv. 40
Esqui line Gate ,

ii . 32

Etruria , ii. 39 ; iv . 5
,
55 ; m. 15, 24

Etruscans, xi . 14

Euboea ,
l l . 54 ; v. 10

Eucaerus, xiv . 60

Eudemus, iv . 3, 11

Eunones ,
xii . 15, 18 sqq.

Euodus, xi. 37

Euphrates, ii . 58 ; iv . 5 ; vi . 31
,
37

mi . 11 ; xiii 7 ; xiv. 25 ; xv. 3, 7, 9
12 , 16 sq., 26

Europe,mi 63
Evander,m. 14 ; xv. 41

ANNALS

40 9

Faba tus : vi d. Rubrius

Fabius Maximus, i . 5
Paulus (cos. 34 vi . 28

Romanus, xvi . 17
Rust icus xii i. 20 ; xiv. 2 ; xv . 61

Fabncxi, ii . 33

Fabric ius Veiento, xiv . 50

Faenius Rufus, xii i. 22 xiv . 51 , 57

xv. 58
, 61 , 66 , 68 ; xvi . 12

Falanius, i. 73
Favoni i , xv i . 22

Fecundi tas ( temple of) , xv . 23

Felix : ind . Antonius

Ferent inum, xv . 53

Fes tus , Marc ius, xv . 50

F idena( s) , iv. 62

Firmins Catus, ii . 27 , 30 ; iv . 31

Flaccus : md. Cornelius Pomponius,
Ves cularius

Flamini an Way, 111 . 9 ; mn.

Flavius Nepos, xv . 71

Scaevinus , xv . 49 , 53—55, 70
See also VESPAS IAN

Flavus , ii. 9 sq. ; xi . 16

See also Subrius ,
Verg inius

Flevum, iv . 72

Flora , ii . 49

Florent ini , i . 79

Florus : vid . Iulius

Fonte ius Ag rippa , i i . 30 , 86

Cap ito,
iv . 36

Cap ito (son oftheforeqomg ; cos. 59

xiv. 1
Formiae , xv . 46 ; xv i . 10

Fors Fortuna , ii . 41

Fortuna , i ii . 71 ; xv . 53

ForumIulium,
ii. 63 ; iv . 5

Frisi i, i. 60 ; iv . 72- 74 ; xi . 19 : xi ii . 54
Fronto : rid. V ibius

Fuc inus lacus, xii . 56 sq.

Puhus Geminus (cos. 29 A.O . ) v . 1 sq. ;
vi . 10

Fulcinius T rio, ii . 28, 30 ; in. 10, 13,
19 ; v. 11 ; v i. 4, 38

Fundanimontes , iv 59

Funisu lanus Vet tonianus, xv. 7

Fur ies ,
mv. 30

1. Furius Cami llus M . p roconsul

ofAfrw a ) , ii . 52 ; iii 20
Furius Scriboni anus Camulus,

M

2

(smz ofthe above cos. 32 AND ) ,
vi . 1 ; mi . 52
3. Furius Scribonianus Cami llus,

M. ( son ofthe above) , xi i . 52
Furnius, iv. 52
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Gabine st one , xv . 43

Gaetulicus : mid . Lentulus

GATUS CAESAR (Caligula) , i . 3 , 32 , 41 ,
69 ; iv . 7 1 v . 1 vi . 3 , 5, 9 , 20, 32 , 45

sq. , 48, 50 ; xi . 1 , 3 , 8, 29 ; xii . 2 2 ;
mi l. 1 , 3 ; xv. 7 2 ; xvi . 1 7

Ga la t ia ,
Ga lat ians, xi ii . 35 ; xv . 6

1 . Ga lba
, Ser. (ora tor of the 2nd

cent i ii . 66

G a lba , C. Sulpic ius (cos. 22

i ii . 52 ; vi . 40

3 . GALBA, Ser. Sulp ic ius (em
peror, younger brother of i i i . 55 ;
vi . 15, 20

Ga lilae ans, xii . 54
Galla , Sat ria , xv . 59

Sosia , iv . 19 sq.,
52

Gallio : rid . Innins

Ga llus rid. Aelius , Asmius, Canin ius,
Crepere ius , Glit ius, T ogonius , V ip
stanus

Gallus, P .
,
xv i . 1 2

Gannascus, xi . 18 sq.

Ga ramanti ans ,
i i i . 74 ; iv . 23 , 26

Gaul , Gauls, i . 3 1, 33 sq. , 36 , et saep i us

Ga llia Comata , xi . 23

Narbonensis, ii . 63 ; xi. 24 ; xii . 23 ;
xiv . 57 ; xv i . 13

G avms Silvanus , xv. 50 , 60 , 71

Ge llius Publicola , iii . 67

Gemini'us ,
v i . 14

Geminus m’

d . At id ius , Ducennius
,

Fufi us , Rubellius, T ul lius
G emoni an Sta irs, i i i. 14 ; v . 9 ; vi . 25

Gerellanus , xv. 6 9

Germany, Germans , i. 3 , 24, 43, 47 , 50, xi
”

51, etc . , e tc .

German bodyguard ofemperors, i .
24 ; xi ii . 18 ; xv . 58 ii i

Germanicus Caesar, i .—i i . passim;
i i i. 1 sq. , 5, 8, 10—14 , 16—19, 40, 49 ,
56 ; i v . 1 , 3 sq.

, 8 sq. . 15, 1 7 sq.
, 31 , i

'

53
,
57 , 58, 69 , 75 ; v . 1 , 4 , 10 ; v i . 7,

15
,
20, 31 , 46 , 51 ; xi . 12 ; xii . 1 sq.

,

25 ; xi ii . 42
,
55 ; xi v . 7

Germani c i , xiv . 64

G et a ind. Lugius

Ge tae , iv . 44

G lit ius Gallus, xv . 56 71

Gorneae, mi . 45

Gotarzes , xi . 8
- 10 ; mi . 10, 1 3 sq.

Gobonee , ii . 62
Gracchi turba tores plebis i ii . 27

1 . Gracchus, Sempronius, i. 53 ;
iv. 13

2 . Gracchus, C. Sempronius ( son
ofthe above) , iv . 13 ; vi . 16 , 38

3 . Grac chus (prae tor—qiossibly
ident ica l w i th vi . 16

Gra e il is : ind . Ae lius
Granius, Q., iv . 21

Marcellus, i . 74

Marc ianus, v i . 38

Graptus , xiii . 4 7

Gra t ianus
,
T arins , v i . 38

Gree ce , Greeks, ii . 2 , 53 , 59 , 60 , 64,
88 ; iv . 35, 38, 58, 6 7 ; iv . 55 ;
v . 10 °

vi . 28 ; xi . 14 ; xi i. 63 ; xiv .

59

Gyarus , i i i . 68 : iv . 30

Gymnas ium(ofNero) , xi v . 47 xv . 22

Hadria Hadria t icummare , xv . 34 ;
i i . 53

Haemus, i i i 38 ; iv . 51

Ha licarnassus iv . 55

H alotus, mi . 66
H alus , vi . 41

1 . Hate rius , Q . ( the ora tor) , i . 1 3 ;
i i . 33 ; i ii . 57 ; iv . 61

2 . H a terius Agrippa , D . ( son of
the above) , i . 7 7 ; ii . 51 ; iii . 49

,
51

sq. ; vi . 4

3 . H aterius Antoninus , Q . ( son of
the above

,
cos. 53 xi i. 58 ;xii i 34

Heliopolis, vi . 28

H elius , mii . 1
H elvi dius Priscus ( lega tus legionis) ,
xi i . 49

( tri bunas p l.) xi i i . 28
( son- ia - la w ofT hrasea) , xvi . 28 sq.

,

33, 35

B elvins Rufus,mi . 21
Heniochi , ii . 68

Herculeius ,m
'

v . 8

Hercules (Germa n) , i i . 12 ; (Egyp t ian) ,
i i. 60 ; (Parthian) , xii . 13 ; (Graeco
Roman) , iii . 61 iv . 38, 43 ; mi. 24 ;
xv . 41

Hercyman Forest , 11. 45
Hermunduri , ii . 63 ; xi i

,
29 sq. ; xii i .

57

Bi bari ( Caucas ian) , iv. 5 ; vi . 33 - 36 ;
xi . 8, 9 ; mi . 44 , 46 , 50 sq. ; xiv . 23

Hi bernia , xi i . 32

H iero, vi . 42 sq.

Hi erocaes aria , ii . 47 ; l l l . 62
H irt ius, A .,

i . 10

B ispo Romanus, i. 74
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Largus : vid. Caeoma
La teranus : vid. Plaut ius

La tinae feriae, iv. 36 ; v i . 11

Lat inius La tiaris, iv . 68 sq. ; vi. 4

Pandusa , ii . 66

La t ium, iv . 5 ; xi . 23 ; xv. 32

La tona , ii i. 61 ; mi . 61
Legerda , xiv. 25

Lent inus, T erentius, xiv . 40

1 . Lentulus, Cn. Cornelius (
“Aw

gur ,
!

cos. ii i . 59

2 . Lentulus, Cn. Cornelius ( cos.

18 27 ; ii . 32 ; ii i . 68 ; iv .

29 , 44

3 . Lentulus Gae tul icus, Cn. Corn
e lias, iv . 42 , 46 ; vi . 30
1 . Lep ida, Aemil ia (grea t -grand

da ughter ofSulla and Pompey) , iii .
22

2. M pida , Aemilia ( w ife of
Germanicus’ son,

Drusus) , vi . 40
3 . Lep ida, Domit ia (mother of

M essal ina ) ,m
'

. 3 7 ; mi . 64 sq.

4 . Lepida , Domiti a ( sister ofthe
above ; aunt ofNero) , xi ii . 19, 21
5. Lepida, Junia ( w ife of the

juris t C. Cassius ; sister of
Calvina ) , xvi . 8 sq.

1 . Lepidus, M . Aemil ius ( cos. 185

B .C. and 67

2. Lepidus, M. Aemilius (cos. 78
Father of the triumvir) , iii .

27

3 . Lepidus, M. Aemilius ( the
triumm’

r) , i . 1 sq. , 9 sq.

4. Lepidus, M . Aemil ius (cos. 6

ii. 48 ; iii . 32
, 72 ; vi . 40

5. Le pidus, M , . (cos. 11

i. 13 ; iii . 11, 22 , 35, 50 sq. ; iv . 20,
56 ; vi . 5, 27. See N ipp erdey on

i i i . 32

6 . Lepidus, M . ? (probably son of
xiv . 2

Lept itani (Lepcitani ) , ii i . 74
Lesbos, ii . 54 ; vi . 3

Liber (Bacchus) , ii . 49 ; iii . 61 ; iv. 38
Libera , ii. 49

1. Libo, L. Scribonius (cos. 16
i n ) , ii . 1
2 . Libo, M. Scribonius Drusus

(possib ly brother of the above), ii .
27—32 ; iv . 29, 31 ; vi. 10

Libya, ii . 60
1 . Licinius Crassus Frugi , M.

( cos. 27 iv. 62

4 1 2

2 . Lic inius Crassus Frugi , M

(cos. 64 A.D. ; second son of m
above) , xv . 33

Lic inius Gabolus, xiv. 12

Ligurians, xvi . 15

Ligus, Varine , iv. 42 ; vi . 30

Liris ,mi . 56
1 . Livia ( Iulia) Augusta ( w ife 0

Augus tus ) , i . 3, 5 sq., 8, 10, 13 sq.

33 ; ii . 14 , 34 , 43, iii. 15

17 sq.,
71 ; iv. 8, 12, 16

21 sq.,
57, 71 ; v. 13 ; vi . 5, 26, 29

xi i . 69

2. Livia ( sister of Germanw us
cousin and w ife of T iberius

’

son

Drusus) , ii . 43, 84 ; iv . 3, 10, 12

39 sq. ,
60 ; vi. 2 , 29

Liv ii , v . 1

Livia famili a, vi . 51
Livineius Regulus, iii . 11

His son ?,mv. 1 7

'

iLocusta , xii. 66 ; mi l . 15
Lo llis Paulina , xii . 1 sq.

,
22 ; xiv . 12

Lollius Paulinus, M
’

. (grandfa ther o

the above) , i . 10 ; iii. 48
Her father, xi i. 1

London, xi v . 33

Long inus : vid. Cassius

Lucan, xv . 49, 56 sq .,
70 sq. ; xv i

1 7

Lucania , xi . 24

Luccius T eles inus, 0 . ( cos. 66 A.D.)
xvi . 14

Luc ilius (centurion) , i. 23
Cap ito , iv. 15

Longus, iv. 15

Lucret ius, Sp .
,
vi . 11

Lucrine Lake, xiv . 5

Luculli, xv . 14

Lucullus, L . ,
iv . 36 ; vi . 50 ; xi . 1

xii . 62 ; xi ii . 34 ; xv . 27

Gardens of, xi . 1, 32, 37
Lugdunum, iii . 41 ; xvi . 13

Lugi i,mi . 29 sq.

Luna , temple of, xv . 41

Lupia (Lippe) , i. 60 ; ii . 7
Lurius Varus, xiii . 32
Lusitania, xi ii . 46
Lusius Ge ts , xi . 31 , 33

° mi . 42
Samrninus, xiii . 43

Lyc ia, i i. 60 , 79 ; xiii . 33
Lycurgus, iii . 20
Lydia , ii i . 61 ; iv . 55
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Lydas, iv. 55

Lygdus, iv. 8, 10 sq.

Macedoni a , Macedonians, i, 76 , 80 ;
ii . 47, 55 ; iii . 38, 61 ; iv. 43 , 55 ;
v . 10 ; vi. 28, 31, 41 ; xi i. 62

Macer, Pompeius , vi. 18
Macrina , Pompei a ,

vi . 18

Macro, Naevius Sertorius, vi. 15, 23

29
, 38, 45—48, 50

Mae cenas , i. 54 ; ii i. 30
°

v i. 11 ; xiv. ii
53 , 55 ; xv. 39

Magius Caec il ianus, 111. 37

Magnesia (ad M aeand rum) , ii i. 62 iii

iv. 55

(a S im/la) , i i. 47
Ma ins (mon th) , xv i . 12
Ma llovendus

,
ii. 25

Ma lorix, xiii . 54
Maluginensis vid. Servuis

Mamercus : vzd. Scaurus

Memmius Pollio, xi i. 9 xiii
Manl ii , iii . 76
Manl ius , ii . 50

Manlius Va lens
,
xii . 40

Marcellus , M . Claudius, i. 3
, 74 ;

ii . 41 ; i ii. 64 ; vi . 51
See also Aes erninus, As inius , Cor
h elius, Eprius, Granius

Marc ia , i . 5
Marc ius, P. (astrologer) , ii. 32
Fes tus

,
xv. 50

Numa (fa ther of Ancus M arcius) ,
vi . 11

Rex, Q xiv. 22

See also Philippus

Marcomani
,
ii . 46, 62

Mardi, xiv. 23

Marius, C., i. 9 ; mi . 60
P., (cos. 62 xiv. 48
Sex ,

iv. 36 ; vi. 19
Celsus, xv. 25
Nepos, ii . 48

Maroboduus ii. 26 44—46
,
62 sq.,

88 ;
ii i. 11 ii iii

Mars , i i . 22, 32 ; mu . 57

Flamens of, iii . 58
Ul tor, ii . 64 ; i ii. 18 ; mi l. 8

Mais i, i. 50 , 56 ; ii. 25
Mais us : ind . V ibius
Mart ina

,
ii. 74 ; iii 7

Mart ius, Campus, 1. 8 ; iii. 4 ; xi ii . 17,
31 ; xv. 39

Marus ( ri ver) , ii . 63
Massil ia., xiii . 47 ; xiv. 57 ( iv. 43 sq.)

Ma ter, Deum, iv. 64

Ma t ius, C., xi i . 60

Mat t iacus, ager, xi. 20
Ma t t ium, i. 56

Mauri , i i. 52 ; iv . 5 ; 23 sq. ; xiv. 28
Maximilla : vid. Egnat ia

ax imus vid . Caes ennius , Fab us
,

Sanquinius, Scaurus, T rebellius

Mazippa , ii . 52
Medea , vi . 34
Med ia

, Medes, ii . 4, 56 , 60 ; v i. 34 ;
xii . 14 ; xi ii . 41 ; xiv. 26 ; xv. 2

,

31

Mega lesian Games , iii 6
Me li erdate e, xi . 10 ; xu. 10- 14

Mela : vzd. Annaeus

Meli te ne, xv. 26

Memmius Regulus (cos. 31 v. 11

vi . 4 ; xi i. 22 ; xiv. 47

Memnon , ii . 61

Mene laus, ii . 60
Mercurius (Wuotan) , xiii . 57
Merula : md. Apidius, Cornelius

Mes opotamia, vi . 36 sq., 44 ; mi . 12
1 . Mes sala Corvinus, M . Va lerius

( t he ora tor ; cos w i th Augustus , 31

iii . 34 ; iv . 34 ; vi. 11 ; xi. 6

sq. ; xi ii . 34
2 . M . Valerius (son of1 ; cos.

3 B .C. ; identi ca l w i th Valerius
Messa li nus, iii . 18, i. 8

3 . Mes sala , M . Valerius (cos. 29

A.D. ; son of iii . 2

4 . Messala, M . Va lerius ( cos. 58
A.D. ; grandson of xiii . 34
See also Volw us

Mes salina , Valeria , xi. 1 , 12, 26 , 29- 32
,

34—38 ; xi i. 1
,
7
,
9 , 42, 65 ; xi ii . 11,

St a t ilia , xv. 68

Messal inus, Got ta via. Aure lius

Va lerius vid. Mes sala 2

Messen i ans, iv . 43

Mete llus, L ., iii. 71

Mi letus , Milesians, ii. 54 ; i ii . 63 ; iv.

43 , 55

Mi lichus, xv. 54 sq. ,
59 , 71

M inerva , xi ii . 24 ; xiv. 12

Mines, ii i . 26

Minuc ius T hermus, vi. 7
H is son 7, xvi . 20

Misenum,
iv . 5 ; vi . 50 ; xiv. 3 sq.,

9
,

62 xv . 46 , 51

1 . M it hridates ( the Grea t) , i i . 55 ;
ii i . 62, 73 ; iv. 14, 36
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2 . Mibhridates (ofH ib eria ) , vi . 32
sq. ; xi . —48
3 . M ithridates (ofBosporus) , xi i .

15- 21

1 . Mnes te r (actor) , xi . 4, 36— (freedma n of Agripp ina) ,
xiv . 9

Moesia , Moes ians, i . 80 ; ii . 66 ;
47 ; vi . 29 ; xv . 6

Mona , xiv . 29

Monaes es, xv . 2 , 4 sq.

M onobazus , xv . 1 , 14

Mont anus : vid . Curt- ,ius

T raulus, Vot ienus

Moors : m'

d . Maur i

Mosa (M euse) , ii . 6
°

xi . 20
Moschi, xi ii . 37
Mosella (M oselle) xi i i . 53

Mosteni
,
ii

'

. 47

Mulvian Bridge , xi i i . 47
Mummius. L . , iv . 43 ; xiv . 21

Mun at ius Gratus , xv. 50

Plancus, i . 39

Musa , Aemil ia, i i. 48
Museums Rufus , xiv . 59 ; xv . 71

Musulami i, i i . 52 ; iv . 24

Mut ilia Prisca , iv . 12

Myrina , ii . 47

Myt ilene , Myt ilenean, xiv. 53 ; vi . 18

i v . 5,

Iul ius ,

Naba tae i , i i . 57

Naplas, xiv. 10 ; xv . 33 ; xvi . 10
Nar

,
i . 79 ; iii . 9

Narc issus, xi. 29 sq.
, 33
—35, 37 sq. ;

xii . l sq. , 57 , 65 ; xi i i . 1
Narnia

,
ii i . 9

Nas ica , Naso ,
Na t alis, Nat t a : md.

Cass ius, Valerius, An tonius , P in

anus

Nauportus, i . 20
Naxos, xvi . 9
Nemetcs , xi i. 27

Nepos mid. Flavius , Marius

Neptune , iii . 63
1 . Nero, T i . Claud ius (fathe r of

v . 1 ; v1 . 5 1

2 Nero (son of Gernuimcus) ,
43 ° iii . 29 ; iv . 4 , 8, 15, 17, 59 sq.,

67 70 ; v . 3 sq. ; vi . 27

j; NERO (emperor) , i . 1 ; iv . 53 ;
vi . 3 2 ; xi . 11 ; xi i . 3 , 8 sq.,

25 sq. .

41
,
58, 64 sq. , 68 sq. ; xi ii .—xvi .

pass im
Neronas, xi . 35

Neroneus (Apri l) , xv. 74 ; xvi . 12

Nerul linus t id . Sui llius

1 . Nerva, M. Cocceius (grand

fa ther ofthe emperor) , iv. 58 ; vi . 2

2 . NERVA, M . Cocce ius ( th
emperor) , xv. 72

3 . Nerva , P . Silius ( cos. 28 AD . )
iv . 68

4 . Nerva , A. Lic inius Silius (cos
65 A.D. ; perhaps son of xv . 48

Nicephorium, vi . 41
Ni cephorius ( river) , xv . 4

Nicopolis, ii . 53 ; v . 10
N iger : ind . Bru t tedius , Veianius

Ni le , i i . 60 sq.

N inos xi i. 13

N isibis
,
xv . 5

Nola , i . 5 , 9 ; iv . 57

Noni us, Cm,
xi . 22

Norbanus Flacons
, 0 . ( cos. 15 AJ ) .

i . a s

Norbai i us B a lbus, L . (cos.

ii . 59

Noricum, i i . 63
Novius Priscus, xv . 71

Nuceria , xi i i . 31 ; xiv . 17

Numa iii . 26 ; xv . 41

See also Marc ius

Numant ia , xv . 13

Numant ina (w ife ofS i lvanus) , i v . 22

Numidians, ii . 52 ; iii . 21 ; iv. 23—25
xv i . l

Nymphidius Sabinus, xv . 72

19 A.D.

Obar it us, xiv. 8

Obul tronius Sabinus , xi ii . 28
Occia , ii . 86

Ocean, i . 63 ; i i . 6 , 8 , 15 , 23 sq. ; iv .

xi ii . 53 ; xiv . 32 , 39

xv. 37

1 . Octavia ( sis ter of Augustus)
iv. 44 ,

75

Octavia (daughter ofClaudius;
xi. 32 34 ; xii . 2 sq., 9,xi ii . 12 , 16 , 18 sq. ; xiv. 1 ,

Oc tavianus Caesar (Augus tus) , xi ii . 6
Oc tavii , iv. 44

Octavius (fa ther ofAugus tus) , i . 9
Fronto, ii . 33

Sagit t a , xi ii . 44
Odrusae , i i i . 38

Olenni
'

us, iv . 72

O llins, T . , xii i . 45
O ppiae leges, ii i . 33 sq.

Oppius, C.,
xi i . 60

OpS ius, M iv . 68, 71
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Phrixus , v i . 34
Picenui n, ii i . 9

Pilat e , Pont ius, xv . 44

Pinarius Na t ta , iv . 34

Piraeus, v . 10

1 . Piso, On. Calpurnias ( antaga
nis t ofGermanw us) , i . 13 , 74 , 79
ii . 35, 43, 55, 57 sq. , 69

—71 , 73 , 75,
77—82 ; iii . 7—11 , 13- 18, 24 ; vi . 26

H isfather , ii . 43
2 . PISO , M . Calpurnius ( son of

i i . 76 , 78 ; iii. 16—18
3 . P iso , Cn. Calpurnias ( son of1 ;

praenomen changed to L . ; cos. 27

ii i. 16 sq. ; iv. 62

4 . P iso, L . Calpurnius (brother of
1 , cos . 1 ii . 32, 34 ; iii . 11 , 68
iv . 21

5 . Pis o, L . Calpurnias (pontifes:
and praef. urbi) , vi . 10 sq.

6 . P150 , L . Calpurnius (p ossibly
son of5 ; murdered in Spa in) , iv . 45

7 . Piso , L . Ca lpurnias (son of
xi ii. 28, 31 ; xv . 18

8. Piso, C. Ca lpurnius (p arentage
uncerta in ; conspi ra tor aga ins tNero) ,
xiv . 65 ; xv . 48, 50, 52 sq.

,
55 sq. ,

59—6 1
, 65

P i t uanius, L . , ii. 3 2

P ius : ind . Aurelius
Placent ia

,
xv . 4 7

Planasia
,
i. 3 , 5 ; i i. 39

Plancina ( w ife ofPisa i i 43
,
55

,

57 sq., 71, 74 sq.
, 80, 82 ; i i i . 9 , 13 .

15—18 ; vi . 26
Plancus vt

’

d . Munat ius
1 . Plaut ius S ilvanus

,
M . (prae tor) ,

iv . 22

2 . Plaut ius S ilvanus, Q . ( cos. 36

A.D. ; brother of vi . 40

3 . Plaut ius Silvanus, A. ( leader
of the exped i t ion to Brztam in 43
A.D. ; brother of1 and xi i i . 32
see also xi . 36

4 . Plaut ius Lat eranus (nephew 0]
3 ; lower ofM essal ina ; imp li ca ted in
the P isoman consp i racy) , xi . 36 :
xi ii . 11 ; xv . 49, 53, 60

Plau tus vid . Rubellius
Pliny( the Elder) , i . 69 ; xi ii . 20 ; xv . 53
Poeni

, ii . 49, 59 ; xvi . 1
Poenius Postumus , xiv. 37

1 . Polemo I (ofPontus) , i i. 56
2 . Polemo II son of the above ) ,

xiv. 26

Pollio : ai d. Annius, Asinius, Cae lius,Domi t ius, Iul ius , Mammius, Ved ius ,
V inic ianus

Poll itt a : vid An t is t ia

Polyclitus , x1v. 39

Pompeia Macrina ,
vi . 18

Paul in a
, xv. 60 , 63 sq.

Pompeii, xiv. 17 ; xv . 14, 22

Pompe iopolis i i. 58

1 . Pompeius Magnus, Cn. Pom
pey i . 1 ; ii . 27 ; ii i . 22 sq.,

28, 72 ;
iv . 7, 34 ; vi . 18, 45 ; xi i . 62 ; xi i i. 6
34 ; xiv . 20 ; xv. 25

H ts thea tre, ii i . 7 2 ; vi . 45 xi i i .3

2 . Pompeias, Sex. (son of the

above) , i. 2 , 10 ; v . 1

3 . Pompe ius, Sex (cos. 14 A.D. ;
descended froman uncle of 1 , and

last ofthe famil y) , i. 7 ; ii i. 11 , 32
Pompeius Aelianus, xiv . 41

Gallus, 0 . ( cos. 49 A D. ) xi i . 5

Macer, i . 7 2
Paul inus, xiii . 53 ; xv. 18

S i lvanus, xi ii . 52
Urbicus, xi . 35

Pompeias (Roman knight) , vi . 14
( tribune ofprae toria n cohort) , xv. 71

Pomponi a G raec ina , xii i . 22
Pomponius At t icus

,
T . (Ci cero

’

s

fr iend) , ii . 4 3
Pomponius Flaccus, L . ( cos. 17

ii . 3° 41
,
66 ; vi . 27

Pompon ius Labeo , iv. 47 ; V1. 29

1 . Pomponius Secundus, P .,
v. 8

vi . 18 ; xi . 13 ; xi i . 2 7 sq.

2. Pomponius Secundus
, Q .

(brother of vi . 18 ; xi ii . 43
Pomp t ine Marshes , xv . 42

Pont ia Post umia , xii i . 44
Pont icus : m’

d . Valerius
Pont ius Nigrinus, C. Pet ronius ( cos.

37 vi . 45

Pont ius Fregellanus, vi . 48
P ilatus : 2nd . Pilate

Pontus (sea ) , xii . 63 ; ii . 54
Pontus ( country), xi i . 21 ; xv . 9

,
26 .

Ct . i i . 56 ; xii i . 39 ; xv . 6

1 . Poppaea Sabina (sentor) , xi . 2,
4 ; xii i . 43 , 45

2 . Poppaea Sabina (daughter ofxi ii . 45 sq. ; xiv . 1 , 59
—6 1

,
63—65 ; xv.

23, 61 , 71 ; xvi. 6 sq., 21 sq.

Poppaeus Sabinus, C., i . 80 ; iv . 46

sq.; 49 sq. ; v. 10 ; vi . 39 ; xiii . 45
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Porc ii , xi . 24

Porc ius md . Ca to
1 . Postumius , A. (dicta tor) , ii . 49
2 . F lamen ofM ars, i ii. 71

Post umus ind. Agrippa ,
Iul ius,

Poenius

Pot itus vid. Va lerius
Praenaste ,

xv . 46

Prasu t agus, xiv . 31

Primus r id. An tonius

Prisca : vid . Mut ilia

Prisons vi d. Ancharins
, Clutorius .

H elvidius , NOVIIH
,

Pe tronius,
T arquit ius

Procule ius
, C. , iv. 40

Proculus vid. Cervarius , Cest ius,
Consid ius , T it ius, Volus ius

Propert ius Ce ler, i. 75

Propont is, ii . 54

Proserp ine , xv . 44

Proxuinus : vid . Sta t ius

Pseudo- Ph ilip , xii . 62

P to lemy (Epiphanes) , ii . 67
(Euergetes) , vi . 28
(son ofJuba ofM aureta nia ) , iv. 23

sq. , 26

Public ii (L . and ii . 49

Pulchra : ind . Claudia
Pute oli , iii . 48 ; xi v. 27 ; xv . 51

Pyramus ( river) , ii . 68
Pyrrhus, ii . 63 , 88
Pyt hagoras (minion ofNero) , xv . 37

Quad i , ii. 63Quadratus : ind . Se ins , Ummi d ius
Querquetulanus mons mons
Cae lius) , iv . 65

Quietus : ind . Cluvidienus

Quinqua trus, xiv. 4 , 12Quin ta : vid . Claudi a

Quint ianus vid. Afranius

Quint il ianus ( tr. p l. vi . 12

Quint ilius Varus , P . . 3 , 43 , 55, 58

60 sq. , 65, 71 ; ii.

H is son
,
iv . 66

Qui rinalis : mid . Clodius

Quirinius : ind . Sulp ic iusQui rinus, iv . 38

Flamens of, iii . 58
Quirites, i. 42

Radamistus, xi i . 44 - 51 xiii . 6, 37
Rae t ia , Rae t ians, i. 44 ; i i 17

ANNALS

ii
’

4 1 7

Ravenna
,
i. 58 ; ii . 63 ; iv . 5

,
29 ;xiii . 30

Reat in i, i . 79

Rebi lus vid. Caninius
R( h )egium, i . 53
Regulus m

'

d. Livine ius, M emmius
Remrnius , i i. 68
Remus

,
xii i. 58

Rhamses, ii. 60
Rhescuporis, ii . 64—67 ; ii i . 38
Rhine

,
i . 3

,
31 sq.

,
45

,
56

,
59 , 6 3 , 67,

6 9 ; ii . 6 sq.

,
14

,
22

, 83 ; iv . 5 , 73 ;
xi . 18—20 ; xii . 27 ; xi ii. 53, 56

Rhodes , i . 4, 53 ; ii . 42 , 55 ; ii i . 48 ;
iv . 15, 57 ; vi . 10 , 20 , 51 ; x i i . 58
1 . Rhoeme t alces (brother ofRhee

cuporis) , i i . 64
2 . Rhoemetalces (son of Khes

cupor i
'

s) , i i. 6 7 ; iii. 38 ; iv . 5, 4 7

Rhone , xi i i. 53
Romanus ? ( accuser ofSeneca ) , xiv . 65

See also Fabius
,
B ispo

Rome passim
Fires at

,
iv . 64 ; vi . 45 ; xv. 38 sqq.

Rebuil ding of, xv . 43

Ext ent ofprimi t ive city, xi i . 23 sq.

Plague a t , XV l , 1

Fourteen regions of, xiv . 12 ;
xv . 40

Garrison of, iv. 5

T emplas to , iv . 3 7 ( a t Pergamum) ,
56 ( a t Smyrna) . Cap tured bv

Senones ,
xv . 41

Romul ius Deute r, vi . 11
Romulus , ii i . 26 ; iv . 9 ; vi . 11 ; X1 .

24 sq. ; xi i . 24 ; xi ii . 58 ; xv . 41

Rosc ian Law ,
xv . 32

Rost ra , i i i . 5 ; iv. 12 ; v. 1 ; xu . 21

Rubell ius Geminus, L . (cos. 29

v . 1

1. Rubellius Blandus ( Roma n
knight and rhe tor vi . 27

2 . Rubellius B landas , O. (grand
son of the above ; marri ed T ibe rtus ’

grandda ughter, J u li a ) , iii . 23
,
51 ;

v i. 27 , 45

3 . Rube ll ius Plautus ( son of the

above) , xi ii. 19—22 ; xiv . 22 , 57—60 ;
xvi . 10, 23 , 30, 32

Rubrius mod icus equas R. i. 73
Faba tus , vi . 14

Rufil la : ind . Anni a

Rufinus : vtd. Vinic ius
Rui i ius Crispinus, xi . 1, 4 ; x i i . 42 °

xi ii . 45 ; xv. 71 ; xv i. 17
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Rufus vid. Auii d ienus, Gadins,
Cluv ius , Curt ius , Faen ius ,

B elvi ns ,

Musoni us , Pe t i l ius , Sulpi c ius , T re
bellenus, Vergini us

Rumma lis arbor, xi i i . 58
Ruso : l td. Abudius

Rus t icus, Iunius, v . 4

S ee also Fabius, Aru lerius

Rut i lius
,
P . ,

i ii . 66 ; iv . 43

Sa b ina : t
‘

td . Poppae a

Sabines , i . 54 ; iv . 9 ; xi . 24

abinus vid . Oa lavui s, Ca IV isius
,

Nymphidius , Obul tronius , O s t orius

Poppaeus , T it ius

Sa brina Severn xi i . 31

Sacerdos : rid . CarS idius
Sacrovir, Iul ius

,
i i i . 40 sq. , 43—46

iv . 18 sq.

Saeni an law ,
xi . 25

Sagi t t a : vid . Oc t avius

Sa\i ar hymn, i i . 83

Sali enus ind . Clemens
1 . Sallust ius Crispus, C. Sa l

lus t mi. 30
H is gardens, xi i i . 4 7

2 . Sallus t ius Crispus , C. (g randson
ofthe historia n

’

s sis ter) , 1. 6 ; i i. 40
°

ii i . 30
‘

i

Saloninus : vid . As inius

Sa lus , temple of, xv . 53
,
74

Sa lvianus : vid . Ca lpurn ius

Sa lvius : vid . O tho

Samari t ans, xi i i . 54
Sami us (Roma n knight) , xi . 5
Samos, Samians, Vi . 12 ; iv. 14

Samot hra ce, ii' . 54

Sanbulos, xi i . 13

Sanc ia , vi . 18

Sanqui
’

ni us Maximus
, Q. , vi . 4 ; xi. 18

Sanquinius ? sangunn ium M ed ) ,
vi . 7

Santoni , vi . 7
Sardini a , ii . 85 ; xi ii . 30 ; x iv . 62 ;
xvi . 9 , 17

'

i

Sardis, Sardinians, ii . 4 7 111. 6 3 ;
iv . 55

Sarmat ians , vi . 33 , 35 ; x11. 29

Satrius Secundus , iv . 34 ; vi . 8, 47

Samru, ii . 41 ; xii i . 15
Saturnalia, xi ii . 15
Saturnini turba tores plebis ii i . 27

'

i

Saturn inus : 1nd. Lus ins

Saufe ius T rogus, xi . 35

Scaev inus : vid. Flavius

4 1 8

Scant ia , iv . 16

Scapul a : and. Ostorius

1 . Scaurus , Mamercus Aemil ius
,

i . 13 ; i ii . 23
,
31 , 66 ; v i . 9

,
29 sq.

2 . Scaurus, M . Aemi lius (cos. 115

B .C. : grea t
-

grandfa the r of i ii . 66

Scaurus Mammus (cent uri on) , xv . 50

1 . Sc ipio Afri can us , P . Corne l ius

(conqueror ofHann iba l) , 11. 59 ; x11.

38

2 . Sc ip lo A5 1a ti cus
,
L . Corne lium.

(brother ofthe above) , ii i. 62
3 . Sc ipio Aemih anus Africanus,

P . Corne lius ( son of L. Aemi li us
Paulus ; adopfed by son of i i i . 66

4 . Scip io, P . Corne lius ( lega te o]
the IX th legw n) , i i i . 74 (husband of
the elder Poppaea ) , xi . 2

,
4 ; xii . 53

5. Sc ipio, P . Comelias (son of
cos. 56 xi 1i . 25

6 . Sc ip io, Q . Caecmus Mete llus
PlusUa ther ia - la w ofPomp ey) , IV . 34

Sc ipiones, 11. 33 ; vi . 2

Scribonia , ii . 2 7

Scriboni anus vid. Fur ius

Scribonn
'

,
fami ly of, ii . 2 7 , 32

SCI
'

IbOIli l fr atres (S cr . Rufus and Aer .

P rocnlus) , xii 1. 48
Scyt hia , Scyt hi ans, 11. 60

,
65

,
68 ;

vi . 36 , 41, 44

Secundus : md. Carrinas , Pedanius,
Pomponius ,

Satrius
,
V1b1us

Segestans , iv . 43

Segefi ta , i. 55, 57, 59, 71

Segimems, i . 71
Segismundus , i . 57
Se ianus , L . Aelius ,

‘ i . 24
,
69 ; 111. 16 ,

29
, 35, 66, 7 2 ; iv . 1 , 3 , 7, 10- 12

, 15 ,
1 7

,
19

,
26

,
34

,
39—4 1

,
54

,
57—60

,
6 7

sq.
,
70 sq. , 74 ; v. 3 sq.

,
6
, 8 sq . , 11 ;

v i. 2 sq.
,
7 sq.

, 10, 14 , 19 , 23, 25, 29

sq .
,
38 , 48, 51 ; xi ii . 45

Seius Quadra tus , vi . 7
St rabo, i. 7 , 24 ; iv . 1

T ubero, i i. 20 ; iv. 29

Seleuc ia P ieria in 69

(on the T igras) , vi . 42. 44 ; xi . 8
Se leucus Nicanor vi. 42

Semnones, i1. 45
Semproman roga t ions ,

xi 1. 60

Sempronms m
'

d. Gracchus

Seneca , L . Annaeus , xi 1. 8 ; 2 sq.
,

5 sq. , 11 , 1 3 sq., 20 sq. , 42 sq. ; x1v .

2 , 7 , 11 , 14 , 52 sq.
,
56 sq., 65 ; x v. 23

45, 56 , 60
—65

,
67

, 73 ; xvi . 17
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2 . Sta t ilius T aurus, T . (cos. 44

mi . 59 ; xiv. 46

3 . St a t ilius T aurus (cos. II . 26

D.C., prae]. urb. 25 B .C. ; grand

fa ther of1 , great -

grandfather of
iii . 7 2 ; vi . 11

Sta t ius : rid. Annaeus
,
Domit ius

S tet t inius
,
L . , 1. 60, 71 ; 11. B, 10 sq.

,

Sto ics, xiv . 57 ; xv i. 22, 32

Strabo : vid . Ac ilius
,
Sw im;

Strabonicea ,
ii i . 62

Stra toni c is, Venus , ii i . 63
Sublaqueum, xiv . 22

Subrius Flavus, xv . 49 sq., 65, 67
Suebi , i . 44 ; i i. 26 , 44 sq. , 62 sq. ;
xi i . 29

Suetonius Paulinus, C., xiv . 29 sq.
,

33, 34—39 ; xvi. 14
Sugambri , ii. 26 ; xii . 39

S ugambrian cohort , iv . 47

1 . Suil lius Rufus, P . (half-brother
ofCorbula) , iv . 31 ; xi . 1 sq., 4—6 ;xiii . 42 sq.

2 . Suil lius Nerullinus, M . ( cos.

50 AD . ; 8071 of xi i . 25 ; xiii . 43
Caesoninus ( son of

xi . 36

Sulla : vid . Cornelius
Sulpicius Asp er, xv . 49 sq., 68

Camerinas , xi i i . 52
Quirinius , ii . 30 ; iii . 22, 48
Rufus, xi . 35
S ee also Galba

Sui -cus ,
V1. 42

Surrcntum,
iv . 67 ; vi . 1

Syene , i i . 61

Syphax, xi i . 38
Syracuse , xiii . 49
Syria , 1. 42 ; ii . 4, 42 sq.

,
55

,
58, 60,

69 sq.,
74

,
7 7 sqq. , 81 sqq. ; iii . 16 ;

iv . 5 ; v . 10 ; vi . 27 , 31 sq., 37 , 41 ,
44 ; xi . 10 ; xi i. 11 , 23 , 45, 49, 54

sq. ; xi ii . 8 , 22, 35 ; xiv . 26 ; xv .

3—6 , 9 , 12, 17, 25 sq.

T acfarinas, 11 . 52 ; iii . 20 sq.,
32

,
73

sq. ; iv . 13 , 23—26
T ana is

,
xii . 17

T ami ana
,
i. 51

T antalus, iv . 56
T arentum,

x1v. 12, 27
T reaty of, i . 10

T arins Gra t ianus, vi. 38

42 0

AND ANNALS

i i
'

T arpe ian Rock
, 11. 32 ; iv. 29 ; v .

19

T arquinius Priscus, iv. 65

Superbus , ii i. 27 ; vi . 11
T arquit ius Crescens , xv . 11

Priscus
,
xii

,
59 ; xiv. 46

T arrac ina, iii . 2
T arraconensis, colonia i 78
T arsa , iv . 50

T atius, T .,
i. 54 ; x11. 24

T aunus
, i . 56 ; mi . 28

T aurauni tiumregio, xiv . 24

T auri , xi i . 17

T aurus : rid. Sta t il ius
T aurus ( range) , vi . 41 ; xi i . 49 ;
10

T elamon, i ii . 62
T eleboae , iv . 67

T elesinus : vid . Lucc ius
T emnos, 11. 47
T encteri, xiii. 56
T enos, iii. 6 3

T erent ius, M . (Roman knight) , v i. 8
T erent ius Lent inus , xiv . 40
T erms t inee , iv . 45

T eucer, i ii . 62

T eutoburgian Forest , 1. 60
T hala, iii . 21

T hames, xiv . 32

T hebes (Egyp t ian) , ii . 60
(Greek) , xi . 14

T heophanes , vi . 18
T heophilus, i i. 55

T herma lc Gulf, v . 10
T hermus : vid . Minuc ius
T hes eus, iv . 56

T hess a ly, vi . 34

T hrac e, i i. 64 - 6 7 ; ii i . 38 ; iv . 5 46

48 ; vi . 10 ; xii . 63
T hrasea Fac tus, P . Clodius , xi i i 49

xiv . 48 sq. ; xv . 20 sq.
,
23 ; xv1. If

21 sq. , 24
—35

T hrasyllus, vi . 20—22
T hubuscum,

iv . 24

T hurii , xiv . 21

T iber, i . 76, 79 ; ii . 41 ; iii . 9 ; vi . 1

19 ; xii . 56
'

xv. 18, 42

T iberiolus , vi . 5

T iberius Alexander 0121. Alexander
T iberius Claudius Nero (father of t
emperor) , v. 1

T IBERIVS Claudius Nero Caes ar ( th
emperor) , i .—vi . passim; xi . 3 , 21

xi i . 11 , 25 ; xii i . 3, 47 , 55 ; xi v. 63

xvi . 29
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T iberius Gemellus (grandson of the

emperor) , vi . 46
T ibur, vi . 27 ; xiv. 22

T ic inuin, iii. 5

T igellinus Ofonius, C., xiv . 48, 51 , 57

60 ; xv . 3 7, 40 , 50, 58 sq.
,
61

,
72

xvi . 14 , 17
—20

1 . T igranes II (ofArmenia) , ii . 3
2 . T igranes IV (according to

M ommsen) , vi . 40
3 . T igranes V , xiv. 26 ; xv .

—6 ,
24

T igranocerta ,
xii . 50 ; xiv . 23 sq

xv . 4—6 , 8
T igris, v i. 37 ; xi i . 13 i

T imarchus vid . Claudius

1. T iridates (grandson ofPhraa res
I V ; Roma n cand ida te for the throne
ofParthia ) , vi . 32, 37, 41—44
2 . T irida te s (brother ofVologacses ;

Partlnan cand ida te for the throne of
Armenia) , xi i. 50 sq. ; xi ii. 34 , 3 7
sq. , 40 sq. ; xiv . 26 ; xv. 1 sq.,

14
,

24 sq.
,
27—29, 31 ; xv i. 23

T i t idius Labeo, i i . 85

T it i i sodales , i . 54

T i t ius Proculus, xi . 35

Sabinas
,
iv . 18 sq., 68—70 ; vi. 4

Tmolus, ii. 47
T ogonius Gallus , v i . 2
T oronaic Gulf, v . 10

T orquat a , Iunia ( Ves tal ; sister ofC.

Ianius S i lanus) , ii i . 69
T orquatus vid. S ilanus
T ra lles, iv . 55

T ranspadani , xi . 24

T rapezus, xi ii. 39
T raulus Mont anus, xi . 36

T rebellenus Rufus, T .
,
ii. 67 ; i ii. 38

vi . 39

T rebe llius , M . ,
vi . 41

Maximus , xiv . 46

T rev iri , i. 41 ; ii i . 40, 4 2, 44, 46

Trimerus ( island ) , iv . 71

T rinobant es , xiv . 31

T rio md . Ful c inius

T rivi a , iii . 62

T rogus ri d. Saui elus

T roxobor (formuncerta in) , x i i . 55
T roy, T rojan, iv . 55 ; xi . 11 , 14 ;
mi. 58 ; xv . 39 ; xvi . 21

Tubantes , i . 51 ; xii i . 55 sq.

T ubero : vid . Seins

T uberones ,
mi . 1 ; xv i . 22

T ullinus : ind. Vulcacius

T ul lius : vzd. G eminus, Serv ius
T ul lus vi d. Host i lius

T in-

ems, iv . 50

T uroni , xi i i . 41, 46
T urpil ianus 1nd . Pet ronius

T urrani us, C., i. 7 ; xi . 3 1

T uscans , xi . 24 ; xiv. 21 , 59

T usculum, xi . 24 ; x1v . 3

T uscus : vid. Caec ina

T uscus Vicus, iv . 65

T yre , xv i . 1

T yrrheii us, iv . 55

Vahah
'

s ( Waa l) , i i . 6Va lens : vid. M anlius , Ve t t iusValerius : md. A5 1a t icus, Messa la

Valerius Cap i to,
x1v . 12

Corvus. i . 9

Fabianus , xiv . 40

Naso, iv. 56

Pont ious, xiv . 41

Pontus, xi . 22

Vangio (Suebian p rince ) , x ii . 29 sq.

Vangiones ,mi . 27

Vann ius , ii . 6 3 ; x i i . 29 sq.

1 . Vardanes (ki ng ofParthi a ; son

of Artabanus 111
,
and brother of

Gotarzes) , xi . 8—10
2 . Verdanes (Parthian p r ince ;

son ofVologaeses xii i . 7
Varilla : md. Appui e i a

Var ius md. LigusVarro vid. Cingonius, Vise lliusVarus 1nd . Ar rius , Luri as , Qu in
t 1lius

Vasaces, xv . 14

Vat ican valley, xi v. 14

Va t inius ,
xv . 34

Vbii , i . 31 , 36 sq.
,
39, 57 , 71 x11. 27 ;xi i i. 57

Vedi us Pollio, P . ,
i . 10 ; x11. 60

Ve ianius N iger, xv . 67

Ve iento : m’

d . Fabric ius

Veline Lake, i . 79
Vellaeus , P ., iii . 39Venet i,m. 23

Vene tus : vzd. Paulus

Vent id ius Cumanus,mi . 54Venus z—Amat huS i an, ii i . 62

Eryc ine, iv . 43

Genetrix , xvi . 27

Paphian,
iii. 62

Stratonims , ii i. 63
Venut ius, xi i . 40
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cr: ,
imus Q . ( cos. 19 A.n. lega t us of

B r i ta i n 58 A.D. ii . 56 , 74 ; i i i . 10
,

xi1. 5 ; xi v . 29

Vergilianus : i id . 1uncus

Vergin ius Flavu s, xv . 71

Verg inius Rufus , L . (cos. I . 63 A.O .,
II .

69 A .D.,
III . 97 xv . 23

Verri tus , xi ii . 54Verulamium, x iv . 33
V erulanus Severus, xi v. 26 ; xv. 3
Vescularxus Flac ons

,
i i. 28 ; vi . 10

V ESPASLAN, i i i. 55 ; xvi . 5Ves t a , temple of
,
xv . 36 , 41Vesta ls, i . 8 ; ii . 34 , 86 ; iv . 16 ; xi .

32 ; xv . 22
Vest inus At t icus, M. (cos. 65

xv . 48, 52, 68 sq.

Ves uvms , iv . 6 7

Vet era , i . 45
Ve t t ius Bolanus , xv . 3

Va lens, xi . 30 sq., 35
Ve t t oni anus : 1nd. Funisulanus ii

Ve tus : ind . An t ist ius
Vibenna : vid. Cae les
Vibia ? uiui a M ed ) , xi i. 52
V ibid ia

,
xi . 32

,
34

V ibid ius Virro, ii . 48 ii

Vibilius , ii . 63 ; xi i . 29
V ibius Crispus, Q. ,

mv. 28
Fronco

,
ii . 68

Mamas, C. ,
ii. 74, 79 ; v. 56 : vi.

4 7 sq. ; xi . 10

Secundus, xiv . 28

Serenus , C., ii . 30 ; iv . 1 3, 28 sqq.

Serenus ( son oftheforegoing) , IV . 28
sq. , 36

Vibul enus ( legiona ry) , i . 22, 28 sq.

Agrippa (Roman knight ) , vi . 40
V ibullius, xii i . 28Victory, image of, a t: Camulodunum

,

xiv 32

V ienna Vienne ) , xi . 1V inde lic i, ii . 1 7Vindex, C. Iul ius
,
xv . 74

Vini c i anus : ind. Annius
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