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P R E F A C E .

THE fol low ing pages p rofes s to be no more than a com

p i lat ion . So much has been al ready wr itten abou t B erk

sh i re that my ch ief d i fficulty has been to select what

seemed to me the most sal ient per iods and , I t rust , mos t

general ly interest ing ep isodes in i ts h is tory.

I have endeavoured, I feel ve ry imperfect ly, to show

how Berksh i re grew to be the Roy al County.

’
At fi rs t

but an i l l-defined port ion of sou ther n Eng land , i ts earl ies t

sto ry i s necessar i ly that of the count ry of w h ich it formed

a part , and I found i t imposs ible therefo re to d isassoc iate

i t s personal upgrowth from that Of the d is tr icts that

surround i t . Though I have tou ched most b r iefly on i ts

geolog ical cond it ion , I hold that to unders tand the h i sto ry

of any county, i ts phys ical s tru cture m us t fi rs t be ex

am ined , as from the mate r ial s that compose i ts u nde r

ly ing st rata i ts p resent superfi c ial aspect i s der ived an d

on th is , too , i ts success ive human occupation and i ts

eventual pol it ical development are almost if not ent i rely

based .

I have been largely dependent , for the facts and op in ion s

advanced , on the exist ing l iterature relat ing to the county,
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of w h ich a somew hat impe rfect l is t w i l l be found at the

end of the volume ; but I w ish to express my spec ial

g rat i tude to M r . Walter Money, w hose exhaus t ive

account of the B att les of Newbu ry ,
’
and w hose frequen t

notes publ ished from t ime to t ime , al l must value to D r .

J . Stevens , w hose carefu l researches into the r iver-val ley

gravels resu lted in the determ inat ion of the ex isten ce of

Palaeol i th ic man in Berksh ire ; and espec ially to my

fr iend , P rofesso r T . Rupert-Jones , who

has mos t k indly g iven me the benefi t Of hi s great ex

perience in exam in ing the p roofs of th is work.

I cou ld wel l w ish that the H is tory of B e rksh i re had

fal len into abler hands than m ine , fo r I see how ve ry
mu ch cou ld have been sa id abou t i t if the s tory w ere

more fu l ly wr itten , and if longe r space cou ld be g iven to

i t . None the less i t has been a pleasan t labour to tel l

the story of a county on the borders Of w h ich I have l ived

so many y ears .

KI NGSCLEAR, CAMBERLEY,
f an. I

,
1887 .



H ISTORY OF BERKSH IRE .

C HAPTER I .

I TS GEOL OGICAL CONDITION AND ARCHAIC H ISTORY.

THE upper cou rses of the Thames and its tributaries d ra in
parts of those Engl ish geological formations known as the
Oo l i t i c

,
Cretaceou s , and Eocene depos its. The great Cha lk

area
,
which extends

,
or extended , north and north-east

from Sal isbury P la in,
holds the last-mentioned group in the

w ide sha l low undulat ions through which run the Kennet
,

Loddon
,
Blackwater, and Wey whi le the Thames i tsel f,

with i ts affluen t streams
,
the Ock, Wind rush , and I sis, cu t s

through and drains the Cretaceous and Ool it ic beds lying
underneath the Cha lk. This format ion , therefore, separates

two d i fferen t sets of sands and c lays . Below i t are the
Gau l t and Oxford Clays and Green-sands ; and above i t i n
the London Bas in l ie the clays and sands of the Woolwich

,

London
,
and Bagshot series . Fossi ls are found i n the base

ment bed of the Woolw ich C lay
,
below which the Chalk i s

perforated by bor ing mol luscs , and character i st i c shel l s may

be p rocured from the septar i an nodu les in the London
Clay.

B ut in the friable materials of the Bagshot group
,

organ ic remains a re e ither scarce or are rarely more than

casts ; and , i n the upper beds, only occur i n the seams

of i rony loam that intersect the sands . The h i l l-tops of
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th is group are capped wi th th ick layers of Pl iocene, or

g lacial gravels richly sta in ed with i ron, which has hardened

the lower strata in to a more or l ess tough cong lomerate ,
l oca l ly known as ‘

pan.

’ I t i s th i s hard materi al wh ich

g ives the character to the p lateaux of Eastern Berksh i re,
and causes thei r edges to be cu t out , fi rst into steep crested

hi l l s and s lopes
,
he ld up by the harder material Of the

‘ pan
,

’
and then into w ide, sha l low,

sandy va l l eys
,
the

lower parts of which
,
being c layish , hold up the waters of

the streams. The above-ment ioned gravels, la id down

under marine or estuarine cond it ions , and by ice act ion , are

devoid of organ i c re l i cs
,
other than casts derived from the

fl ints of the neighbou ring Cha lk . From the natu re of the

under lying materia l s i t therefore natu ra l ly fo l lows that the

val leys of Eastern Berkshire are wet and marshy
,
owing to

thei r c layey cond it ion
,
as wel l as to the outflow ing of the

water that has traversed the porous materi al above ; and

they hence afford pastu re-land su itab le to the growth of

tap-rooted and deciduous trees
,
such as oaks . But the h i l l

land i s more or less a heather-c lad waste
,
d i fficu l t of cu l t i !

vation , and chiefly favourabl e to the growth of p ine
,

fir
,

and beech .

Towards the west a l l these beds gradual ly th in out .

Thus at Kintbury cha lk-p i t, the bottom bed Of the Woolwich

series i s but a foot or two thick ; and on
‘Pebb le H i l l ’

there are ro l l ed pebbles which may poss ibly have belonged

to the basement-bed of the London Clay.

The Kennet Val ley has a pecu l iar featu re in a bel t
of peat , deposi ted as a strip varying from a quarter of a

m i le to one m i l e in width
,
and wi th a thickness of from

four to e ight feet. I t contains remains of extinct an imals,
such as horns of urus, red-deer, Cervus elaphus, wolf,*

These exi s ted up t o the t ime of Edward I .,
w hen a w o lf-hunter

general w as appo inted, and ba i l i ffs w ere d irected t o ‘
aid the sa id

Peter Corbet to destroy these pests .

’
The las t w olf w as k i lled in

England in 1306 .
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badger
,
otter

,
bear

,
beaver

,
water-vo le

,
horse

,
ass

,
roe-deer

,

goat, long-fron ted and sma l ler ox
,
boar

,
and a spec i es o f

wi ld-boar.* Numbers of t rees
,
including fine spec imens of

the oak and p ine, and many fir-cones and haz e l-nuts , and

l eaves of oak, a lder, wi l low,
bi rch

,
with mosses

,
reeds

,
and

horse ta i ls ,
’

have been dug up in the peat p roper underlying

the marl or ‘ma lm f and a long the northern edge of the

peat-bog l ies a long beach of ca lcareous peaty marl
,
often

s ixty feet wide and from tw o to ten feet thick
,
interca lated

w i th th in beds of peat
,
which is local ly known as the

s trand
,
and which was exposed at Benham Marsh

,
and

c lose to the London Road at VV OO lhamp ton.

The Chalk formation fi rst of al l forms a bo ld h i l l or

i n l ier ’ at Windsor
,
and i s su rrounded by the Woo lwich

and Read ing C lays which accompany i ts obtrusion . I t

then occupies
,
with a low range of h i l ls

,
the bend of the

Thames between Wargrave and Maidenhead
,
and re

appearing at Reading, i t form s the northern or Ridgeway

heights
,
separat ing the va l leys of the Kennet and Thames ,

and ris ing to 893 feet at White Horse H i l l . Then passing

under the Eocenes of the London Basin to form the

sou thern boundary of the Kennet Va l ley, i t attains at

Inkpen the height of 900 feet, the highest elevation of the

Cha lk i n Southern England .

The northern edge of the Ridgeway Cha lk range is more

abrupt than i ts southern face, inasmuch as i t has been

broken and denuded so as to d isplay the rock materials

that l i e below it . I t forms, therefore , a steep escarpmen t

w hich gradua l ly becomes more gentle towards the Thames ,
as the softer material s are reached . These low er st rata i n

success ion be low the Chalk are the upper and lower Green

sands
,
and the Gau l t C lay of the C retaceous ser ies ; and the

Portland Sand
,
Kimmeridge Clay

,
Co ral Rag, and Oxford

Clay of the Ool i tes .
A l l these formations are rich i n foss i l s , the broad general

Newbury D is t . F ield C lub Proc.

1—2
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d ist inct ion between those i n the Cha lk being that . whi le it s

lower beds conta i n chiefly whor led and sp iral cepha lopods ,
the upper have a large var iety of echinoderms .

Pl iocene grave ls , s im i lar i n character to those capping
the B agshots , and deposi ted under the same estuar i ne

cond it ions
,
a lso cover i n the space between the Thames ,

Kennet
,
and Pangbourne but west of th is on ly patches of

c l ay with fl ints , formed by the decay of the cha lk, and

Occas iona l patches of gravel are met with on the s l opes and

in the hol lows .
But the edges of the great river val leys show in many

places gravel s which d i ffer material ly from those wh ich

elsewhere cap the underlying mater ia ls . They l ine the

upper edge of the h i l l-l and , and l ie again st the older sea

grave ls between Read ing and Pangbourne, as wel l as on

the lower ground by the Kennet mouth. They form

s uccess ive terraces at Twyford , at Maidenhead , and at

Cookham . They cover the h i l l s between the Enborne and

the Kennet
,
and fi l l the bottom Of the Kennet Val ley.

They represent the effect of sto rm-water
,
and are more

water-worn and ro l led than the gravels wh ich the sea had

fi rst la id down . They were depos ited i n success ion , so

that those of h igher l ever are older than the low er ; and,
u n l ike the sea-gravels, they frequently conta in mammal ian

remains
,
as at Hen ley

,
Read ing

,
and elsewhere.

From these geolog ical cond it ions the phys iograph ical
cond i tion s of modern Berksh i re have been necessari ly

der ived for the aspect of th is or any country i s determ ined
absolutely by the nature of the underly ing materials.
Along the Thames

,
therefo re

,
the Ox ford and K immeridge

C lays have wet flat pasture-land
,
broken by the somewhat

harder materia l of the Coral Rag, g iv ing good road metal

and the hi l ly ground a t Sunn ingwel l marks the lower
G reen-sand with arable so i l . The Gau l t C lay g ives
another belt of flatter and better pasture along the upper

edge of wh ich a l i n e of springs , caused by the drainage
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from the superi ncumbent Cha lk
,
i nd icates the means by

which natu re has scooped out the wid e coombes an d

hol lows which characteri z e the face of the I ls ley Downs.
The Cha lk, not so friab le, more homogeneous , and b roken

across the l i ne of stratification
,
i s less easi ly ‘degraded ’ than

the strata i t covers
,
and to th is cause i s d ue the steep

ness of the northern s lopes of th is range. I n the Kennet

Va l l ey the converse i s the case . The Eocene c lays that

fill i ts bottom give wid e marshy m eadows su i tab le for
pasture. The sands that l i e above them are moderately

steep arab le areas ; and the Cha lk fo rms a steep turf-c lad

undu lation on which sheep graz e .

Such are the broad geo logical cond it ions that have

resu lted from the great osci l lat ions which fina l ly converted

this part of England i nto dry land . The Cha lk Of the I ls ley

and Inkpen Downs may, w hi le these later beds were being

d epos i ted
,
have formed low is lands in that Eocene sea, which

was gradua l ly fi l l i ng up i ts lower depths with c lays and sands
,

to fina l ly cover some Of them with Chalk-derived fl in t grave l
,

and to l i ne the edges of others wi th s imi lar depos its .

How or when th is anc ien t sea-bottom with its cha lky

i slets was fi rst upheaved i s immaterial . But when i t

occu rred the c l imat i c cond it ions of Northern Eu rope were

more rigorous, and the a l terat ions probab ly more vio lent

than now. Much greater cold , win ters i n which there were

vast accumulations of i ce and froz en snow , a more heavy

and continuous rain fa l l , and poss ib ly more vio lent t ides , a l l

he lped to cu t out and shape the land into somewhat i ts
p resen t form . Some of thi s chise l l ing of the old sea

bottom may have been caused by the act ion of sea and

coast ice as the land s low ly rose , bu t i ts eventual shape

and i ts presen t gracefu l out l i n e are due to the more gen t le

and p rolonged act ion of ra i n and weather . There i s no

ev idence of vio lent change . The too l s Nature used at fi rst

may have been rude and strong ; but those wi th wh ich she

perfected her work were del icate and gen t le.
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The fi rs t resu l t Of this upward movement seems to have

been the p roduct ion of a vast northern cont inent, of which

the Bri t i sh Is lands were the h i l l-l ands . The l ine mark ing

the l oo fathom leve l shows conc lus ively from i ts trace how
the ancient rivers that d ra i ned the vast area once ran .

The Berksh i re streams and many an eastern r iver j o ined

the Thames to feed the German Rh ine
,
which pou red i ts

waters into a vast s ea creek that ski rted the lofty c l i ffs of
Norway. The Doggerbank separated i t from the r i vers of

northern England , and those which drained the Wash .

There was commun icat ion between the presen t Continen t
and Great Brita in . A wide ex tent of woodland lay around

the Brit i sh mounta in chains
,
and i s now found as sub

merged forests i n many p laces along our present coasts.
The very effect of th is vast mass of land

,
uninfluenced

poss ib ly at that t ime by the Gu lf S tream
,
wou l d be to

p roduce a c l imate with greater extremes of heat and co ld .

G lac iers ex isted in many parts of Europe then where now
only thei r mora ines are left their modern remnants are bu t

the t iny nuc le i of the magn ificent ice-rivers of th i s t ime
.
As

the land had s low ly risen , st rata had crump led and broken
,

and the sea had probab ly rough-hewn the mass but i t i s
to these later agenc ies of frost and i ce

,
to r iver act ion and

rainfal l, that i ts fina l shap ing i s to be attributed
.

Thus the hi l l- land as i t fi rst rose gave the primary
d i rect ion to the Berkshi re r ivers .

The Kennet , the Lamborne , the Enborne , and the Mor

t imer Brook mark out the Shefford and S i lchester h i l l s.
The Loddon, rece iving the Blackwater (formed by the

u n ion of the B lack and \V h i teWaters) , and the Emme and
B infield Brooks , form the hi l l-lands of Sh infield

,
East

Hamp stead P lain and Windsor Forest, an d the Wargrave
Maidenhead cha lk hi l l s.
I n the north the Ock jo ins the Thames at Abingdon

,

and parts the h i l ly ridge between Farringdon and Oxford

from the main r iver. Du ring the existence Of the great
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northern continent , none of the va l leys that these rivers
have cut out cou ld have been so deep as they are now

,
and

a much denser fores t fi l led the who le area. The r iver

va l leys were wide and marshy
,
with the greater rainfa l l

due to the extent Of the forest-land
,
and were subj ect to

extens ive and vio lent floods .
I t was during th is cont inental period that Archa ic man

must have come upon the scene
,
and gradua l ly found hi s

way into the va l leys of the Thames and Kennet . Thi s

fi rst human inhabitan t of Berkshi re must have had a weary

l ife. Confined to the natu ra l roadways Of the streams fo r

the sake of food and water, and also perhaps because the
dense ly wooded country was impassab le for such as he,
he must have had an i ncessant strugg le for existence

,
as a

poor skin-c lad nomad w ho had to war with mammoth and

rhinoceros
,
and contend with t iger and l ion for hi s dai ly

food .

The newer grave l s that were now la i d down by river

act ion a long the s lopes of both s ides of the Thames and

Kennet
,
against those of the o ld Pl iocene t ime which st i l l

,

d espite denudation here and there , covered the hi l l-tops ,
may probab ly have cont i nued right across the beds of the

streams from one hi l l-range to that on the Opposite bank.

More water i n winte r may have fi l led the w ide ho l lows

fu l l
,
though i n summer they may have been nearly dry, o r

at least on ly intersected by th in thread-l ike streams . The

height of the land then gave greater cutting-power to the

r ivers
,
and they soon scooped deeper. But as they d id so

they sti l l left l ines of grave l a long thei r success ive banks
,

where the men of Berkshi re fi shed and l ived by the water

s ide . When fina l ly the land i tse l f again sank
,
and B ri ta in

attained approximate ly i ts presen t level , the country began

to assume st i l l more i ts present form ,
and then possibly

the Kennet Val ley began to grow i ts peat.

The traces of these Berkshi re Pa laeo l i thi c men , or those

who used ‘o ld stone
’

imp lements, are not at p resent
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numerous . They are found w i th remains of extinct mam

mals i n these later river-gravels, which from their be ing

more friable
,
l ess cemented

,
more m ixed with patches of

sand
,
and more water-worn

,
are very d i fferen t i n character

from those depos ited by the anc ien t P l iocene sea . These

latter were ruder, and thei r fragments were angu lar or sub

angular . The river-va l ley grave l s bear ing animal remains

show greater traces of the cont inuous rubb ing , wear ing, and

po l i sh ing of water-act ion .

Man natu ra l ly fol lowed the l i nes marked out by the river
,

both to avo id the dangers and d ifficu l t ies of the dens e

forests and to procure water. O f food vessels there are no
traces or remains anywhere. SO few and scattered are h is

rel ics
,
so far apart are found the groups of h is rude

implements
,
that i t seems to po in t to the conclus ion that

he was weak in numbers both i n fami ly and i n popu l at ion .

I n so hard a l i fe on ly the fi ttest su rvived
,
and possibly h is

m istrust of l iving th ings extended to hi s brother men
, as

wel l as to the fierce beasts of the chase. His habi ts may

wel l have been those of a fam ily gathering rather than

those of a communi ty. The commune i s on ly poss ible
w ith mutual trust , and that imp l i es a h ighe r form of l i fe.
But l i tt le removed from the beast he s lew for food

,
he w as

a savage though a man . One can expect l i tt l e art from
h im. At Read ing i n the gravel-p i t at Grovelands

,
i n those

at Pangbourne, and in those behind Wasing Place near

M idgham , are rude flakes
,
scrapers

,
and ovate or pointed

ax es, roughly chipped , associated with teeth and bones O f
mammoth , rhinoceros, and bos.’i< They vary in length from

four to eight inches, and may have been held i n the bare

hand or fixed in a cleft sti ck as a weapon l i tt l e better than

a stone club . They are found in local groups
,
not scattered

broad-cast th roughou t long ranges o f these river gravel

b eaches , bu t just now and then where there may have

been a sheltered hol low or back-water
,
by the s ide of wh ich

S tevens Collection, Reading Museum.
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CHAPTER I I .

ITS PREH ISTOR IC STORY.
—THE CELTS BELG/E.

PAL/EOL ITH IC man,
as such

,
d isappeared i n due cou rse.

Wh i ther we know not . There i s noth ing left to te l l whethe r

he was improved off the face of the earth , as success ive

waves of imm igrants came Up from the south and east
,
or

whether he developed of h imse lf a h igher form Of l i fe .

The l inks i n the ear ly chain of human h istory are so poo r
,

and so imperfect , that there are not even grounds for

theories . Al l we know is that he ceased to be , and that

Neo l i th ic man
,
st i l l u s ing weapons of fl int or bone

,
but

deve loping i n them higher art and sk i l l , and p roduci ng

beau ty Of form and de l icacy of workmanship i n h is weapons
and his imp lements

,
afterwards occup ied Berkshi re . From

h is traces he was both more high ly c ivi l i z ed and more

numerous . The scattered bands o r fami l ies of hun ters

began to un i te i n c ivi l iz ed groups . Doing so
,
they bu i l t

what were to them permanen t hab itat ions ; or at any rate

they l ived together i n commun it ies and occup ied certain

S i tes for lengthened periods . The more l engthy grew thei r

tenu re of these loca l i t ies
,
at fi rst favoured either as good

centres fo r pastu re or hunt ing, or as be ing conven ien t ly

s i tuated for water
,
the more defin ite grew the trackways

that un i ted these poo r sett lemen ts . Civi l i z ation had

brought i n i ts train the commun i ty of fami l ies ; the

commune had produced regu la rly u sed l ines of com
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m unicat ion
,
w hich were i n t ime to become roads . But

i n a d istri ct that was wi ld and savage they
,
perforce,

fol lowed the natu ra l or easies t routes . These depended

on what the cond it ion of the country was . I t requ ired

the higher c iv i l i z ation of the Belgm or the Roman to make
the d i fficu l ties of the ground give way to human wi l l .
The country was sufficient ly wi ld . The hi l l-land of the

Cha lk ranges of I l s ley on the one s i de, and Of Inkpen on

the other
,
was sti l l h igh above the c layey val leys

,
which

owed the i r origin to the softness of their material s
,
on which

the r iver wate rs cou ld act , and which were a lso the most
su itable to the growth of forest-t rees and vegetation .

There was depth of soi l
,
and hence ferti l i ty. There w as

ferti l ity
,
and hence dense wood land , which was impassabl e

i n many parts
,
save by openings and glades

,
which gave

the fi rst d i rect ion to the primmva l roads ; so that the

Thames Val ley was probab ly fu l l of tang led j ung le
, and the

range of low hi l ls from Farringdon to Radley, cau sed by

the hardness of the Coral Rag
,
was forested with trees .

The rich vegetab le mou ld of the anc ient thickets , which

now l i es on the c lays and loams of the Oxford and

Kimmeridge formations
,
i s the only trace Of the dense

growth which once l ined the Ock and i ts tributaries . The

forest-land probab ly extended some short d istance up the

s lopes of the Cha lk range on the Gaul t and Upper Green

sand
,
but i t wou ld become th i nn er and more scattered as

the less favourab le so i l of the up lands was reached . The

I ls ley Downs, bare of cont inuou s forest, but dotted here

and there i n i ts c layey ho l lows with copses of ash or beech ,
were then genera l ly dry and open as they are now. On

the southern face the c lays of the Kennet Va l ley held

th ickets
, of which the peat-bed fu rnishes proofs. This

w ood land extended to the eastward , unt i l , un i ting with

those of the L odden and Kennet and B lackwater, i t

expanded into the great forest that occup ied the area of

the Bagshot sands as far away as Windsor.
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As late as Leland’s t ime , th is latter forest of fi r and

beech
,
and poss ibly box

,
on the upland , and of oak and

elm and birch on the nethe r s lopes, extended some forty

m i les , from Windso r to Hungerford ; for he Speaks Of th e
wood w h ich ‘

cumm i th out Of B arksh ire, and the great

w oddi s of the Forest of Windlesore and the great Fri the.

’

I t wou ld appear from this , therefore , that as late as the

th i rteenth century the wood land of Windsor Forest was

on ly separated from that of Berkshi re by the va l ley of the

Loddon ; and i t i s on record that the Kennet Valley w as

not d i rected to be d isafforested unti l 1 226 . Farther to the

s ou thward the st i l l greater forest o f the Weald stretched ,
as the Andreadsw eald, 1 20 m i les from Hampsh i re to the

Medway ; and the great th ickets of Sou thampton Wate r

j o ined the western fores t that occupied a part of the

present ‘New Forest,
’ and so ben t round to the northward

by Dorset and Wiltsh ire to the va l ley of the Frome. Thu s

the approaches to the ranges that bordered the Kennet

Va l ley were l imited by thi s d i ffi cu l t land . The on ly

c learings as t ime went on lay on the fr inge of these forests
,

w here the wood was less den se and less mass ive ; that i s

to say, the cu l t ivation st i l l lay along the heights , and only

extended by s low degrees down the s lopes . The d ry
cha lk up lands a lone were easi ly cu lt ivabl e

,
and the com

para t ively th inner vegetat ion of the sandy r idges was
s carce ly worth the c lear ing for the sake of the poor soi l
on w hich i t grew . Thus the hi l l s to the south of Berkshi re
w ere soon occup ied ; and the road through them was

c losed by the great fortress of the Gwen t
,
which we now

ca l l Winchester. From the east the traffic would natu ral ly

converge on the extrem i ty of the Northern Downs
,
between

the po ints w here Read ing and Wal l ing ford afterward s

came into being , wh i l e the l i ne of t rade sou th of the
Kennet wou ld fo l low the Inkpen Downs .

Thus the trackways , few and far between , were at first
d i rected to points on the st reams where fords existed

, or
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sought to fol low the d riest and most easy rou te ; conse

quently from these trackways
,
and the h i l l fortresses that

rose to guard them
,
the gradua l ex tended occupation of

the area can best be traced . I t i s a lmost imposs ib le to

d i fferent iate the success ive waves Of invas ion that mu st
have swept over these va l leys by way of the natu ral
channe ls ind icated . I t wi l l be su ffic ient to remember that
as the races improved , so finely chipped stone was super

s eded by po l i shed stone, and these aga in by bronz e, for
tools

,
imp lements and weapons , as c ivi l i z ation i nc reased

and spread . The newer races, being better armed , con
quered those who occupied the land as a matter of

cou rse . Wa r, always a sc ience, was the lead ing art then ;
on i t depended everyth ing ; from i t a lone came honour
and wealth an d renown and with higher art i n arms came

h igher ski l l in the pomp and c i rcumstance of war. Hil l

forts of s imple trace, because made by peop le with s imp le
implements

,
were improved , and a l tered and extended , as

thei r success ive occupants thought bes t. I t i s very di ffi

c u lt
,
therefore

,
to define the d i fferent periods through which

the d istr i ct passed . Al l that i s known i s that , fi rst, suc

cess ive waves of i nvas ion swept over Western Europe from
the south or east, or both . A s that eastern land rose , and

became d rier and less capable of hold ing i ts peop les, so

they
,
dr iven by necess ity, passed westward w i th the sun .

The Basques , Aqu itan ians, and Fins poss ib ly represen t

the fringe of one of these early sou thern waves which

swept over Brita in
,
too

, and which may have left i ts t races

i n We l sh or Corn ish blood . I t may have supplanted or

imp roved the Pale ol ith ic nomad of Berks ; or these same

peoples may represent the las t remnants of h is early race,
which an ensu i ng wave washed back into the w i ldest parts

Of the country, unt i l they were s topped by the waters of

the Wes tern Sea.
I t i s probab le that during these days the land w as

gradual ly s inking, though the cha lk isthmus that un ited
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Great Bri ta in to Gau l was, at fi rst , s t i l l i n tact .* On ly as

t ime went on was the crack, or l ine of weakness
,
formed

across the strata dur i ng the repeated osc i l lat ions of the

land
,
worked into by the German Ocean on the one s ide

,

and the
°

Western Sea on the other, unt i l a j unct ion was at

last effected
,
and the s i lver streak of the Engl ish Channe l

came into ex istence.

From the appearance of the map of Gau l i n Ca sar’s
t ime

,
in which i t i s shown that early Ce lts occupied the

who le of i t s western and southern area , as wel l as the
extreme w est of England and the d istri ct north of the

Thames
,
i t seems probable that the fi rst Cel ti c immigra

t ion
,
work ing along the shores of the Mediterranean

,
then

passed nor t/tw a ro
’
,
expand ing over the fert i le va l leys of

France and Belgium , and so onward i nto Bri ta in . The

ear l i est of these t ribes may we l l have crossed d ry-shod by

the gradual ly d isappearing isthmus and those wh ich have

left thei r t races i n the o lder barrows or tumu l i of Wilts

and Western Berkshi re may represent some of these ear ly
bands Of immigrants. They were, as thei r remain s show,

a

long-sku l led or dol i chocephal ic race
,
us ing implements of

po l ished and ch ipped stone . Bu t they
,
subj ect to the

same l aws of movement towards the west w hich had

resu l ted i n thei r supp lant ing the ear l i er P a la ol i th ic men
,

w ere i n their tu rn to be pressed back and overpowered

by the stronger round-sku l led or brachycephal ic peop les
,

u s ing better weapons , of possib ly stone and certa inly

bron z e
,
from the Belg ic j t r ibes of Gau l . This , a race of

Teu ton ic origin , had fo rced the barrier of the Rhine and

overrun the Netherlands and that part of modern France

north of the Sein e . They had swept into Western Europe

Fl in t flakes have been found in the submerged fores t a t Wes t
w ard Ho l North Devon, show ing that men of the Neol i thic t ime
mus t have occup ied i t w hen i t w as above the reach of the sea .

'

l
' B elgm ( La t in) , B olg s ( Iri sh ), and Pelasg i (Greek ) , are al l sa id to

refer to peop le from the sea.
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a long i ts nor thern coasts , and had pushed their way across

the Open s ea to the south-eastern count ies of Bri tain
,
some

500 or 600 years before the Roman invas ion . They held

eventua l ly most of the southern counti es from Kent to

Cornwa l l
,
inc lud ing parts of Wi l ts

,
Berks

, and Hampshi re
and thei r northern boundary w as the W

'

ansdyke that runs

east an d west from near Portishead on the Severn Sea
,

unt i l i ts t races are lost at P rosperous Farm near I nkpen .

Beyond this i t was marked
'

by , probab ly, the forests o f

the Kennet and the va l ley of the Thames . Later on
,

under the leadersh ip of D ivi t iacus , they passed the river

and conquered Essex and Herts ; and from this s ide also
they made in roads into Berks and Bucks . VV hence Wans

dyke ran from I nkpen has not been determ ined . The

entrenchments st i l l remain ing on A ldermaston Common
may be port ions of i t

,
as S i lchester i s bel ieved to be

the Cal leva of the Be lgic Atrebates ; but on th i s r idge,
so long under cu lt ivat ion , even earthworks w ou ld soon

d i sappear.T

Thus before the Christ i an era the border-land between
the tw o great Ce l t ic fam i l i es of Berks was occup ied on

i ts north side by the Celts proper, and on i ts south by

remnants of Ce ltic t r ibes and thei r conquerors
,
the Be lgae.

The Ce l t ic t ribes of the B ibroci (whence comes one of the

derivat ions of the name of Berks) , a branch of the H aedui

from Autun
,
occupied part of the great forest of the

Andreadsw eald ,
and probab ly the great forest-land of

West Surrey and Eastern Berks ; north of them the

Co l t Hoare’s " Wi l tsh ire!

1
” At \V inklebury , an earthen fortres s near Bas ings toke, the greater

part of the va llum w as throw n into the d i tch during a hard w inter
some fifty y ears ago, w hen a farmer w i shed to give emp loyment to h i s
men and, but for a port ion being left un touched , w h ich show s a dep th
of more than tw enty feet from the cres t of the rampart to the bottom
of the d i tch

,
there w ould now be l i ttle or no trace of wha t once s tood

there . What happened in tha t case may have happened w i th regard
t o the eas tern part of V i

'

ansdyke, too .
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Ancal i tes held the Thames va l ley near Henley ; and the

more powerful fam i ly of the Segont iaci , an offshoot of the

Spani sh tr ibes at S iguenz a , occup ied a part of Hampshire

and the greater part of Berks. The land to the south w as

main ly Belgic. The Be lga p roper held Sou thern W i l t

sh i re and Western Hants , with the fortress of the Gwen t

as thei r ch ief town . The A trebat ian branch , original ly

from Arto is or Arras , cont inued the l ine towards the eas t,
and he ld the southern fr i nge of Central and Western Berks

w ith Greta/z! Vow r , so ca l led from the great earth-wal l which

su rrounded i t
,
as their cap ita l ; and lastly the Rhemi o r

Regn i held Sussex , Kent, and Surrey, and some of i ts

subord inate fam i l ies may have pu shed up i nto parts of

Hants and South-Eastern Berks . The i r princ ipal c i ty w as

that which afterwards became Regnum and Chichester.
The A trebat ian boundaries , accord ing to some wri ters ,

were marked by the L odden on the east, the Thames

and I ls ley Downs on the north, and the Lambourne and

Ashbury on the west but it is s carcely p robable that they

reached so far north as th is unti l much later
,
i f at al l . One

thing is c lear : that as the country was he ld by Celts before

the Belgic i nvas ion , and that as also th is last wave came

not from the south bu t from the sou th-east, the resul t

must have been that the Cel ts of Berkshire would have

b een d riven up into i ts northern and western parts . That i s to

say ,
that when the wave spent i tsel f aga ins t the great fores t

of the Kennet Val ley, beyond wh ich the exi led Celts took
refuge

,
the Segont iaci , who may have once held the hi l l-land

b etween the Loddon and Kennet
,
may have retreated to

the I ls ley Downs
,
and abandoned the i r anc ient cap ital to

the i nvaders .

Probably the Belg ic boundary throughout
,
Wansdyke

a lone excepted
,
was very i l l-defined . There w as too

l ittle d i fference between the tr ibes for there to be any
l ast ing race-feud . They, the lates t and most enterpris ing,
a nd p robably an ex c lus ively bronz e-us ing people, were
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capital
,
the s i te of which i s st i l l unknown ; bu t on the s lopes

of the I lsley Downs
,
in the neighbou rhood of the great h i l l

fortresses that l i ne i t
,
or even nearer the va l l ey of the

Thames
,
may once have stood the col lect ion of rude hu ts

that marked the new s ite of the ex i led Ce lt ic town . Unl ike

S i lchester
,
which had been imp roved by Belg ic force , and then

bu i l t of stone with Roman ski l l , the Segont ian cap ital , l i t tl e

bette r p robab ly than a Z ul u kraa l , passed away and left n o

certain trace . Near the great h i l l-fort of P erborough, on

the downlands of Roden and Compton , an area of nearly

twenty acres " contains re l ics of burnt bu i ldings and bu rn t

corn
,
pi t-dwel l i ngs

,
and a cu rsus . As oyster-she l l s, and

Roman pottery and co ins are p resent , i t was occupied by

the Romano-Bri tons . But as there are also fragmen ts of

o lder earthenware
,
i t may have existed before Roman t imes ;

and either there or on the open land of the downs , not far

from the spri ngs that form the Pangbourne stream, may

have been the new cap i ta l
,
the new Caer Segonte of the

Segont ians . P robab ly i t was burnt du ring the Saxon i n roads .

The remain s left d uring th i s Ce lt i c and Be lgic per iod are
numerous and important . To which of the two to appor

t ion them with exacti tude i s d i fficu l t to dec ide bu t al l the

land north of the Kennet may safe ly be thought to con ta in

Ce lt i c traces ch iefly . Not that stone rel ics wou ld accu
rately define Cel ts , and bron z e too l s Belgae fo r the

country to the south had been held by both peoples , and

through ra id
,
commerce

,
and friendship

,
the better weapon s

must have often passed over the border to the Cel t ic

fam i l i es . Al l that i s suggested is that the roads
,
the rel ics

on thi s s id e, and the h i l l-fortresses shou ld be deemed

original ly of Celt i c construct ion
,
unless they can be proved

otherwise.

I t must be remembered
,
again

,
that the popu lat ion of the

d istri ct was very thi n . Much of the low l and was st i l l too
densely w ooded to be su itable to the flocks and herds of

3 Hundred of Comp ton.
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these prim i t ive herdsmen
,
and the streams themse lves ,

though possib ly not so deep at a l l t imes as they are now

in thei r cana l i z ed state
,
were much more swampy

,
and ran

through the wet marshy val leys by many streams wh ich

the winter’s rain converted into swo l l en torrents . The

roads t hen which jo ined the rude vi l lages ran either a long
the high land

, or j o ined such places on the s ides of the

val leys as cou ld be approached by natural and permanen t

fords. These fords and the h i l l-fortresses are the fi rst rea l

c lues to the d i rection of the ancient tracks. They are of

the fi rst importance as showing the occupation of the

d istrict . O f al l the antiqu it ies of a country
,
the roads are

necessar i ly the o ldest . We study i ts earthworks and

bu rying-grounds
,
i ts cast les and chu rches

,
i ts co ins and

pottery ; but whi le these th ings mark the progress of man
’s

dom in ion
,
the roads mark its origi n . Fo l lowing the

natu ral features of the coun try in the h i l ls and r ivers, or

appropriating the cross-tracks by which the wi ld an ima l s

d escended from the high ground to the water
,
i t was by

these means that man fi rst laid c laim to the possess ion o f

the land . Gradua l ly the trai l through the woods widened

into a waggon-t rack , and at last deve loped into a road . I f

y ou w ish to read aright the h istory of a d istri ct, of a c ity,
or of a vi l lage, y ou must begi n by learn ing the a lphabet of

i ts
I n al l Berksh ire the oldest and most important road i s

the Ridgeway that crosses the I lsl ey Downs . I t w as the

main channel of commun icat ion between east and wes t ;
and

,
as part of the Icknield or I ck leton Street

,
or way

,

j o ined the country of the Icen i
,
in the eastern count ies, with

the capi tal of the Damnon i i of Devon . I ts very name, the

[cen-etd Street ,
’ shows i ts ancient origin as the o ld track

way of the t ribes . C ross ing the Thames at Gor ing
,
where

i ts name is corrupted in to the ‘Hackney Way
,

’ i ts main

d irect ion passes by L ow bury to the high land of the chalk .

B lackw ood
’
s Mag az ine.

2—2
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I t seems protected by the earthen fortresses of L ow bury ,

Letcombe
,
and Uffing ton,

which al l l i e on i ts nor thern s ide .

I t does not fol low that these are a l l en t ire ly Celt i c ; they

may have been a l tered and occupied by later invaders , bu t

they equa l ly may have been constructed to guard the great

h ighway.

L ow bury i s weak and ins ign ifican t i n trace, and , l ike

s im i lar works of quadrate form and on lower ground , has

been cal led Roman
,
though this i s doubtfu l .

The road farther on passes by two barrows , each about

1 1 feet h igh and 100 feet in d iameter
,
i n one of

wh ich were human bones i n a bed of ashes depos ited in

c lay, and a bron z e i nstrument now i n the Ashmolean

Museum . This i n terment i s probably of late Cel t i c or

Belgic t imes. The road then passes Chu rn Knob , where

are two more tumul i which conta ined bones and teeth of

horse and swine
,
with fragments of i ron and ashes . These

remain s wou ld seem to be Saxon . I t was evidently an

anc ient cemetery
,
as i ts name

,
Cairn ’ or ‘Churn ’ Knob

,

ind icates, and was used by success ive races of people.

The barrows were Opened i n 18 15, and t rad i t ion relates
how fi fty years before an attempt to do so had been

checked by hai l and l ightn ing, and strangely enough on

thi s occasion also the work was stopped by a thunder

storm. Fai ries were he ld to be i ts occupants
,
but not

malevolen t ones ; for a p loughman who had broken h is

p loughshare and l eft i t there, found i t the nex t day re

paired and whole.

Sti l l far ther on i t passes a mound on Cuckhams ley H i l l ,
to wh ich reference wi l l be made further on ; and then

Letcombe Cast le
,
anc i en t ly known as Sagbury or Sack

borough, wh ich is nearly c i rcu lar, conta ins about twenty

S ix acres , and stands on the highest poin t of the ridge

900 feet above the sea . The rampart i tsel f appears to

have been based on, or heightened by, stones as Hearne,
i n h i s d iary, states that with i n the bank ‘ they d ig vas t
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s tones, being a red fl int
,
some of which a cart wi l l hardly

d raw . They are p laced i n the Banks of the D ike o r

Trench i n form of a He fu rther states that s im i la r

stones came from Lamborne Downs , so that these ‘ red

fl i nts ’ were poss ib ly Sarsdens ; but
‘none have been dis

covered of late years .’

On H ackpen Hi l l , again a name of Celt ic origin
,
are

barrows and traces of a weak earthwork
,
and farther on i s

the great earthwork of Ufli ng ton,
over looking the va l ley

of the White Horse .
Though its name i s Saxon , for i t was the sett lement o f

the Uffingas , descendant of O ffa, the Ang l i an King of

Merc ia
,
i t st i l l may have been a p lace of defence i n far

ear l ier days. I t i s 700 feet by 500 feet, i ts greatest

d iameter being north and south
,
and i t has a double va l lum

,

within w hich sti l l remain a double row of holes i n the

cha lk , i n wh ich stood the sma l l t rees that crowned i t w i th
a w ooden stockade. These were ei ther comp leted by watt l e

at the top a lone
,
or were S O watt led as to revet

,

’
or keep

vertical , the inner part of the earthen rampart, as is done

i n modern fortificat ion.

I t has been ca l led Dan ish ; bu t apparent ly so only

because of the theory that here was fought the famous
batt le of Ashdown between A lfred and the Danes. In a l l

these cases i t i s near ly imposs ible to determ ine the exact

o r igi n of these o r s im i lar earthworks . I f square or rect

angu lar they may be Roman,
as such a fo rm lent i tsel f to

the method ica l organ i z ation of the legion or i ts composing

fract ions . I f round , i t has been cal led Saxon or Danish ,
as such a form wou ld be su i ted to the rude grouping of

men together unde r leaders who had no defin ite battle

formation . I f i rregu lar and fo l lowing the form of the hi l l

top
,
they are wi th some certainty attributed to Ce l tic o r

Be lgic makers the exten t and massiveness of the rampart

being the on ly gu ide as to whether i t was constructed by a

New bury D is t. F . C .,
vol. i . , p. 183.
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peop le using in ferior too l s of stone , or those who , wi th the

u se of bron z e
,
had acqui red higher cons tructive ski l l .

But the su rround ings of Uffing ton d ist inct ly po in t to an

early occupation of the area. Near i t i s the famou s White

Horse
, 374 feet long, and with i ts out l ine marked by

t renches 10 feet wide, cut 2 or 3 feet deep i n the turf to the

white subsoi l
,
on the steep cha lk h i l ls ide that faces the

val ley of the Thames. Trad it ion
,
often r ight

,
bu t st i l l more

frequent ly in want of bette r corroborat ive ev idence than

hearsay, has l inked i t wi th Alfred and h is t ime. Because

the Saxon standard was a w h ite horse
,
and because the

names of Hengist and of Horsa are probab ly but forms of

the we l l-known ens ign of the Saxon leaders
,
i t has been

gratu i tous ly assumed that A lfred the Saxon caused h is
men to carve thi s anc i ent figu re on the h i l l-s ide to com

memorate hi s Ashdown victory over Baegsaeg the Dane.
I t may be so

,
and the argument i n i t s favou r would be

stronger were i t the on ly tu rf-carv i ng of a s im i lar character.
But such rude figu res of anima ls and of men are not rareflé

At Wi lm ington (Sussex) , at Cerne (Dorset) , are figures of
men at Westbu ry (Wi lts) , figures of horses

,
which may be

attributed to t imes far anterio r to those of Saxon o r Dane.

Re ference i s made by Caesar to the image of immense

s i z e (
‘ imman i magn i tud in e whose ‘ l imbs are woven w i th

boughs and fi l l ed with l iv ing men , to which they set fi re
,

and the men are overcome an d k i l led .

’ This has usua l ly

been understood to mean that actual wicker figu res or

cages were constructed to conta in the V i ct ims .

An Eng l ish h isto ry for ch i ldren states that
‘the Bri tons

were very cruel to thei r enem ies ; they u sed to make a

great wicker figu re of an idol
,
to fi l l i t w i th thei r capt ives ,

and then to bu rn them a l l together and a curious p icture

of such a sacrifice i s g iven i n the S a turday M ag az i ne of

August
,
1832 . The effigy i s much higher than the pre

There are other ins tances , but mos t of these have been modernized
(
‘Turf Carvings

,

’D r. J . S tevens ) .
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s id ing D ruid
,
and conta ins vict ims i n arms

,
l egs

,
and body

,

w hi le a man mounted upon a ladder i s ass ist ing a fema l e

to c l imb i nto one of th e th ighs . The head is apparent ly

of sol id woodwork ; but th i s effort to exp lain Caesar
’s

s tatement i s p roport iona l ly fanci fu l . I t cou ld scarce ly be

constructed to stand
,
much less to bu rn . The figures of

‘ immense s i z e ’ were evidently not such as the arti st

del ineated ; but sacrifices may have been made i n wicker

enclosu res a t the feet of hi l l figu res of men cut i nto the tu rf.

I f th i s be correct , i t i s more than probab le that the hi l l

figures of horses were also cut by the same race. I t has

been pointed out more than once that the horse of the

Saxon standard i s correct ly d rawn
,
whi le that at U ffing ton

has i ts wrong leg foremost ; bu t on a co in of Cunobel i n,

who reigned in Bri tain
,
A .D . 40, the figu re of the horse on

i ts reverse i s s im i lar to the turf carving i n the val ley of the

White Horse . Every th ing is i n favou r of these turf carvings

be ing of far ear l ier date than Saxon or Roman . In the

name of the D ragon’s H il l there i s a further clue to its

anc ien t h istory. Not ‘Dragon ,
’ bu t ‘Pendragon

,

’ i s said

to be i ts true appe l lat ion ; and Pendragon i s Ce lt i c for a

ch ief of kings . Though former ly assumed to be w ho l ly

art ific i al
,
i t i s on ly part ia l ly so ; for, though its s ides have

been cut and scarped , i ts i nterior Shows the natural strat i

ficat ion of the cha lk. Dragon H i l l
,

’
of cou rse

,
has i ts late

t rad i t ion . The ancien t origin of the name long had passed

away when newer l egend attached to i t the Dragon
’

s story .

‘Fo r he was s lai n there
, and the grass grows not where

h is b lood streamed So the great chief’s hi l l lost

i ts prefix
,
and to the Dragon’s name was appended the

legend of S t . George

I f i t be true, as I
’
ve heard say ,

K ing George did here the dragon s lay ,
And dow n below on y onder h i ll
They buri ed h im,

as I
’
ve heard tel l .’

N . D . F . C .

,
vol . i . , p. 148.
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There are other t rad i t ions and remain s bearing on the

question . Near the vi l lage of Kingston Lis le i s a rough

Sarsden stone abou t 3 feet h igh , and pierced with severa l

natu ra l ho les
, one of which , beginn ing at the top and

emerging at the s ide, i s such that pract i sed lungs can

produce through i t a sound as of the be l lowing of a cal f
,

which can be heard as far as Faringdon Church , s ix mi les

away . I t now l ies under an elm-t ree outs ide an i n n , bu t

once i t i s said to have stood upon the downs above .
Though cal led ‘King A lfred’s Bugle Horn

,

’ trad i tion i n

th i s case is at fau l t . The highe r art and ski l l of Saxon

times needed no such rude instrument to assemble i ts

warr iors to batt le . They occup ied the lower land in

thei r t ime
,
cleared and cu l t ivated at VV antage and e lse

where. Bu t the anc ient Ce l t ic t ribes l ived on the open

area of the downs , and here therefore wou ld this rude
t rumpet of stone be of val ue fo r co l lect ing the band s of

pastora l nomads wi th thei r herds and treasu res
,
their wives

and ch i ld ren , with in the stout rampart of Uffington .

The sti l l more remarkable rel i c of primaeva l days
,
known

as \Vayland Sm i th
’

s Cave
,
around which legend , superst i

t ion
,
and fict ion have woven a qua int chain of p icturesque

i nterest
,
l i es about a m i l e beyond the cast le

,
and aga in

goes far back i nto p reh istor i c t ime.

Tradi t ion has ca l led i t at one t ime the bu rial-p lace of

Baegsaeg the Dane , s la in at Ashdown ; at another i t has

to ld how here Way land Smith made shoes fo r the sacred

horse carved on the hi l l above . Later on the l egend says

that trave l l ers on the Ridgeway cou ld get their horses

shod by tying them to a stone i n the c i rc le
,
and plac ing a

sma l l s i lver co in on the flat hori z onta l s tone, when an

i nvis ib le sm ith wou ld execute the necessary repai rs . I t i s

on thi s that S i r Wa l ter Scott bu i l t the charm ing fict ion of

the Berksh i re farr ier
,
Wayland Smith

,

’
and his u t i l i z at ion

of thi s story to get a l iving. Bu t Wetona
’ was a Scand i

nav ian deity
,
and i n the Norse Sagas he i s represented as
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c ross-roads which led to the fordw ay s of the Thames and

Kennet on ei ther hand .

As time went on , the lower l and s became c leared ;
and the sett lements now formed were j oi ned by another
branch of the great western roadway. Leaving the
Icknield way on the high land to the east of the Thames

,

i t c rossed the river by the fo rd at Mou lsford
, and passed

by Blewbu ry, Upton, Ard ington,
to Wantage

,
where i t

e i ther fo l lowed the l i ne afterwards taken by the Roman
‘Portway

,

’ or led through Chi ldrey
,
Sparsho l t

,
Compton

,

Beauchamp , and Ashbu ry, to the west. Poss ib ly a branch
un it ing the great uppe r and lower roads ran from nea r

Mou lsford past L ow bury to the Ridgeway, for i n the ang le

of such a j unction l i es an earthwork ca l led King’s S tand ing
Hi l l ,

’

though this
,
l i ke many others , may be of later con

struct ion. Sti l l i ts s i tuat ion i s striking.

Farther on i t i s guarded by B lew burton Hil l , and though

there i s no known trace of a fortress at Lockinge
,
where

there i s a very su i tab le s i te
,
trad i t ion speaks of a Lim

borough ’ camp at Wantage ; and the camp at Hardw ell ,

measuring 140 feet by 1 80,
which a lso has been attributed

to the Romans because of i ts somewhat rectangu lar form ,

dominates the same roadway from the hi l l s over Compton.

North of th i s area the coun try must have been wet,
w ooded , and subj ect to floods up to much later days . The

rare fordw ay s here , as i n the other r iver va l leys, wou l d

natu ral ly give the d i recti on to the road - t racks ; an d
these, i n the i r tu rn , as t ime wen t on,

originated the

bridges that c rossed them . Thus the high land wou l d be

chosen for the natu ral roadway
,
the fords thei r natural

d i rection ; and the anc ient names of town s and v i l lages

wou ld
,
fa i l ing the actua l d i scovery of implements or other

re l i c s of man’s ex istence
,
po int out thei r natu ra l course .

Between the Thames and Ock there seems to have been a

road un i t ing Oxford
,
Cumnor

,
Bes i ls leigh (near which i s a

barrow) , Kings ton , Buck land , and Farringdon . At near ly
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the narrowest part of the area i s Cherbury Camp
,
which

seems to guard i t
,
and also a possible summer cross-t rack

from L ux-fora’ to the south . A branch from Abingdon ,
also an ancien t s i te w here Bri t ish rel i cs have been found ,
appears to have j oined i t by way of Marcham and King

ston . Mino r east and west trackw ays doubt less were

formed as t ime went on between Basi ldon
,
Yattendon

,
and

Grimsbury Fort
,
where i t j o ined the great Northern road

from Ardington ; another un i ted Newbury wi th Reading,
by way of Bucklebu ry Common

,
betw een the Pangbourne

and the Kennet . S imi lar ly the route afterwards chosen by

the Romans, a long the watershed of the Lamborne and

Kennet
,
may have been occupied by a Ce l t i c track from

Baydon.

South of the Kennet a road from Hungerford , l eav ing

the B eorg /t of Kintbu ry on i ts left
,
wen t to Greenham

Common , with i ts barrows , and was then j oined by one from

Newbu ry, crossed the Enborne at Brimpton , w here agai n

are more barrows on the high common land , and so reached

the Gee/ab! Vaw r of the Atrebates . I t passed over the o ld

river gravel s of Wasing where Archaic man had l ived . The

same causes that led h im to fol low the d ry river-edge , led

to h is successors choosing the same route . The val leys were

either d ifficu l t or impassab le sti l l .
For i n thi s southern d istrict the woodland was th ick.

The river va l l eys were dense wi th vegetation and east of

the Loddon lay the fo rests of the B ibroci , which, after

wards as Berrue Wood
,
probably gave i ts name to the

sh i re , and now has shrunk to the Roya l Park of Windsor,
with the be l ts of pine forest wh ich dot the area of the Bag

shot Sands . Roads and cu ltivation in thi s d i stri ct wou ld

natura l ly be rare . Few of the names are real ly anc ient ,
and therefore they afford l itt le gu ide .

From Read ing the great r ivers ide road that had passed

from Wa l l ingford by Mou l sford
,
Streat ley, Basi ldon and

Pangbourne
,
as a summer trackway when the r iver had
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not overflowed i ts banks, crossed over the ford near the

j unct ion of the Thames and Kennet , and so by Twyford

to Maidenhead on the Thames . The fi rst name of Read ing
may have been derived from the Celt i c Rhydd ing

,
a ford

and i n the materia ls of the river-bank , imp lements of stone ,
and shutt les and p ins of bone , show that Ce l t i c man had

occup ied wi th Neo l i th i c too ls the old fi sh ing station of the

Pa le ol ith ic hunte r. On the heights
,
south of the river, too ,

i s a fie ld ca l led Bob’s Mount.
’ A map of 18 13 shows that

a tumu lus stood there , and flint -flakes and cores prove

that man once camped there. Ove r the Pale ol i th ic gravel s
of Grove-lands , in deep ho l lows in the so i l , were found a

finely chi pped celt of fl i n t and fragments of rude pottery ;
and on the su rface were flakes of later date. Again , the

occupat ion s i t e had been the same s ince Pa le o l i th i c days .

Beyond the area of the county, though on ly j ust beyond ,
at Tap low , Bri t ish u rns and chipped and pol ished axes
have been dug up over the anc ien t mammal i ferous grave l s ;
and the hi l l-top of the v i l lage shows t races of an ancient
earthwork

,
and i ts so i l i s ri ch with fl int-flakes and imple

ments with bone tools and anc ient pottery. Poss ibly the
name for Maidenhead

,
which i t overlooks

,
comes from the

[Wa t a
’
zt /z

, o r great fort ified h i l l , overlooking the rive r

i zy t/ze, o r l and i ng-p lace. Though the origi n of the parts
of the word is d i fferent, they may have been combined .

O n the d ry land overlooking the Church of Bray
,
again

,

l ie flakes w hich point to the existence of an old fo rd-way

w here the ferry now stands and fl int tools
,
now at J ermyn

Street , were p icked up at Maidenhead , and a perforated

stone hammer at Sunninghi l l . A triangu lar scraper w as

found in the Thames at Windso r ; but there i s no doubt

that th is
,
the great h ighway for so many cen tu r ies

,
conta in s

n umerous rel i cs a long i ts ent i re cou rse. South of th is road

the d istrict w as inhosp i table and wi ld
,
and the soi l poor . .

The open heath was passabl e everywhere
, and even the

woods probab ly grew l it tl e undergrowth . Thus an old
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road may have passed by Maiden Ear ley , Wokingham or

Ockingham , to the four barrows not far from Ascot

S tat ion (whence a t rack may have run to Old Windsor) ,
and thence by the three barrows south of Virgin ia Wate r

S tat ion to the Fortress of Eldebury and L atcham Ford .

These Ascot barrows were 64 feet i n d iameter, abou t 3 feet
h igh

,
and with trenches 1 2 feet wid e and 2 feet deep around

them . These w ere unquestionab ly Brit i sh . A rude cross

t rack may have l eft th is at Wokingham ,
and cross ing

Woden’s H i l l to the Brit i sh Camp on Easthampstead

P lain
,
have passed the vi l lage of ‘Wickham Bushes

,

’ and

the barrow on M idrow Hi l l , and so a long the Chobham

Ridges by the barrow there
,
and to the southward .

The Camp ’ fo l lows c losely the form of the hi l l
,
and has

on i ts steeper no rth-western s ides a d ist i nct double va l lum .

’

I t has an internal area of abou t 600 yards by
'

300 i n i t s
widest parts

,
and a deep excavat ion in i t i s said to repre

sent the s i te of the wel l . Fragments of b lack Romano

Bri t ish pottery are common there.

At VV i ckham Bushes are the c i rcu lar depress ions of p i t

dwe l l ings
,
i n which are fragments of Samian ware

,
rude

pottery (mortaria ,
i ncense cups , Roman t i les

,
and

occas iona l ly ind i fferent Roman and Bri tish co ins . Among

the latter was a coin of Cunobel in . The M idrow Hi l l

barrow
,
which has evidently been opened , i s abou t 4 feet

h igh
,
and 40 feet deep across , w i th a very sha l low trench .

Bes ides th is path
,
there were few others on the hi l l

l and between the Blackwater and the Wind le. The r iver

valley had one from Wokingham marked by fl i nt-flakes at

Sandhu rst Church and S ign Farm , and wh ich crossed the

fordw ay at Fr imley to the Bury H i l l . But i t i s equa l ly

poss ib l e that these i so lated groups of flakes were merely

d ropped or made by the o ld Ce lt i c hunter when he halted

for h is m id-day mea l . They are always found near water .
Another trackway may have led from Ca lleva to the
‘Broadford ’ at Blackwater, and along the southern
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boundary of Berks ; for there are barrows and fl int

stat ions by the fordw ay s and the streams . But th is area

at least was poor ly prov ided w ith roads u nder any c i rcum

s tances , for the land i tse l f was poo r.

I n the western part of the county the great r idge between

the Thames and Kennet w as the dwel l ing-p lace of the

greater numbers of the ear ly Celts. Beginn ing at the west
,

there seem to be at l east seven great cross-roads that inter

sec t the coun ty and un ite the fords of the Thames and

Kennet . They are winding and i rregu lar even now ; and ,
unl ike the st raight h ighways of the next possessors of the

land
,
they un i te anc ient names and pass by a ser ies of

s trong earthworks.

They run as fo l l ows
,
commenc ing at the westward .

I . Farr ingdon, the po int of j unct ion of the roads from
Radcot Bridge and Lechlade, Uffing ton Cas t/e, Membury

Cas tle, and Hungerfo rd (Kennet) . On the Lechlade road
i s a strong earthen fortress of c i rcu lar form

,
200 yards i n

d iameter
,
and with a d itch 50 to 60 feet wide ; and the hi l l

east of Farr ingdon seems an equal ly su itab le si te. U ffing

ton has been al ready described ; but between that poin t

and Lamborne the hi l l s are dotted w ith barrows at Idle

bush
,

’ and el sewhere ; and the wel l-known group of the
‘ Seven Barrows ,

’ which, w hen examined in 1850,
were

found to conta in fl i n ts , urns, and burnt bones . One mound ,
measu r ing 10 feet in he ight by 360 feet round , w as especi
al ly r ich , being

‘completely fi l l ed w ith Brit i sh urns
,
some

of them being 1 3 inches h igh. Another held
,
under a

secondary in terment , a p r imary interment covered by a
cairn of fl in t and cha lk, and w i th i t a base 10 inches by

85 ; bones of dog , and the anc ien t Br it i sh long-faced ox ,

the Bos iong if rons , were also found among the
Membury is an ord inary fa ir ly regu lar Cel t i c earthwork

,

w ith a s ingle val lum , much overgrown w ith trees , close to

N . D . F . C., vol. i ., p. 178.
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which are foundat ions of old bu i ld ings that may ind icate

a fter Roman occupat ion .

At both Farringdon and Wantage Bri t ish co ins of Tin

com ius , the son of the A trebat ian Comm ius , have been

co l lected ; and at Lamborne-Wood lands a barrow w as

opened conta in ing a whi te fl i n t ce lt
,
which i s now i n the

Brit ish Museum .

2 . Tadpo le Bridge (Thames) , Stanford (S totzef ora
’
,
Ock) ,

H agpen (Earthworks) , and thence, a long the spu r , as the
East D itch

,

’ by Greendow n Farm
,
Bockhampton (Booken

l zw
,
Lamborne) , Thorn H i l l (the

‘d itch -p iece and

M embu ry . Barrows l i e a l l along the latter part of thi s

route
,
i n Cock-c row Bottom ’ to the east

,
and other p laces

a nd the names of ‘B a ry Down ,
’ and ‘Eas toa ry ,

’ poi nt to
anc ient ho ld ings that long have d isappeared , bu t w here

barrows and earthworks sti l l ex ist.*

3 . Duxford (Thames) , Cherbu ry Ca s tle, or Lyfo rd (Ock) ,
and Letcombe Cas tle ; whence the road d ivided , one branch

going to Chadd leworth
,
to Kintbury (Kennet) , and the

other by Faw ley to Hungerford .

Cherbury Castle, trad i t iona l ly sa id to be the site of a

palace of Cnut, which i s improbable , i s an ova l , double

d i tched earthwork
,
about 300 yards long ; and abou t a m i le

f rom this, in an orchard , i n the parish of Hinton Wa ldridge,
w ere , fi fty years ago

,
t races of another.

The term bury
,

’ as appl ied to Kintbury
,
i s ind icat ive of

an anc ien t origin,
though i t was afterwards he ld as Ci tenete

oer ie by the Saxons , who st i l l p reserved the name of the

old vi l lage that may have stood on ‘Pebble H il l
,

’
the

Beorg /t by the Kennet . A barrow 95 feet i n d iameter,
Opened at Great Shefford , was found to hold ashes, bones,
teeth

,
and pottery

,
the bones being chiefly those of the

d eer, ass , wo l f, and fowl ; a rude c ist in the cha lk conta ined

burn t human bones . A bone too l and flint-flakes were

lying near them .

N . D . F . C .
, vol. II ., p. 63.
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4. Bes i ls leigh , Fri lford (Ock) , Wantage, and Letcombe
Cas tle, and Hungerford .

Between the two branches of the Ock is a tumu l u s on
‘ Barrow H i l l

,

’ and at Wantage may once have stood the

earth fortress of L imborough.

5. Garford (Ock) , near Cuckhams ley , Boxford (Lam
borne) , Kintbu ry (Kennet) . At Ard ington traces of the

old V i l lage may be looked for ; at Stanmore and Rowoztry
the very names carry h i sto ry w i th them

,
and Brit ish

u rn s
,
with z igz ag mark ings and human bones

,
have been

dug up ; whi le at Boxford there are defin i te t races of a

Ce l t i c earthwork , 2 10 feet long by 180 wide, on the spur

above the ford . There , too , on the Borough H i l l ,
’ a re

also ho l lows and i rregu larit i es such as may be caused by

the remain s of p i t-dwel l i ngs .

Poss ibly the above road d iv ided at Cuckhams ley ,
send

i ng an eastern branch , by Bussock Camp ,
to Speen and

New bury .

Bussock Camp
,
which may der ive its name from Boscage

,

a wood
,
* i s nearly square

,
but has a doub le va l lum

,
from

1 2 to 20 feet h igh on the north side
,
bu t only 4 or 5 feet

on the south . I ts shape points to a poss ib le Roman origin ,
or Roman improvement, and i t i s connected by a track

way with the neighbou ring Camp of Grimsbu ry. On
Snelsmore Common ai e the d ist inct traces of entrench

ments
,
extend ing across the h i l l-top from val ley to val ley

,

and w hich may have guarded or formed the road wh ich
,

start ing from Boxford
,
c rosses th i s and Cou rage Common s

for Grimsbury and at Bagnor a canoe 8 feet long w as

found i n the va l ley bottom .

Early i n the presen t cen tury an u rn of a l ight-brow n

co lour, and
‘ large enough to contai n abou t a gal lon

,

’
w as

d iscovered abou t 8 or 10 feet from the r i ver on Speen Moo r
,

in a cavity 4 feet deep , and covered by an artific ia l mound
8 feet high.

‘Round the h i l l w here the urn lay were

N . D . F . C .,
vol . IL

, p. 14.
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dwe l l ings, and its ra ised causeway and fragments of Roman

masonry give ev idence of success ive occupation. Both

P erborough and Grimsbu ry have thei r stoutest ramparts
towards the north , as most of the h i l l-forts have, as i f they

were made by peop le advan cing from the southward in

con stant d read of foes from the savage d istricts to the

north . But savages are l i tt le influenced by ord inary m i l i tary

cond it ions ; l i ke Z ulus , they wou ld have swept round them
and attacked as fiercely from the rear as i n front. This

s t rengthen ing may, therefore , be better attributed to later

t imes
,
when Merc ians fought wi th the men of Saxon

Wessex
,
and pushed thei r front i er to the foot of the

Berkshire r idgeway. South of the Kennet , the road from

Hungerford passes south-east by I nkpen toWalbury Ca s tle,

where that from Kin tbury meets i t , so that th i s h i l l-fo rt

guards both tracks . S imi larly the southern road from
Newbury m ust have crossed the Enborne by the Sand le
ford passage ; but i t may be doubted whether there w ere

any fordw ay s on the Kennet permanen tly passabl e except
at Newbury and Read ing.

Hence the importance throughou t of these places . A s

wi l l be seen
,
other peop les occupied them

,
and they grew

and flou r ished because of thei r geographical pos it ion . But

the Ce l t was thei r fi rs t settled i nhabi tant as far as we know

yet .
Doubtless there were once many other trackways on

the high ground ; bu t only those rema in wh ich l ink chosen

s i tuat ions or those most favou rable for cu l t ivat ion. The

affix ton
,
moreover

,
which p redominates among the places

through which these roads pass , i s later than Ce l t ic days ,
when the low ground was too damp fo r permanent settle

ments ; bu t these places , none the less , probably l ie along

the anc ien t road-tracks that dur ing summer’s dryness led

from ford to ford
,
and which, as the land cleared , became

permanent l i nes of traffic .

I n fact
,
the growth of the system of commun icat ion
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must have been gradual ; and,
whi le many roads now i n

use may be as old as Cel t i c days, many others, l ike the

r idgeway
,
have fal len into pract ical decay.

There w as l i tt l e rea l d i fferen ce between these fi rst in

vad ers of the land . Both Celts and Be lge were branches

of the same great fami ly and , though poss ibly with m inor
variat ions

,
spoke, i t is natu ral to bel ieve , much the same

tongue . Notwi thstand ing the Roman and other i nvas ions

that afterwards swept over Brita in
,
these new-comers

exerc ised but l i tt le rea l i nfluence over the vas t mass of the

peop le wi th whom they came i n contact . They k i l led

them
,
absorbed them , or d rove them away ; but the

language of the conquered sti l l possessed Vi ta l i ty
,
and

,

un l ike that of the Roman invaders , was never complete ly

obl i terated . This was more espec ia l ly the case in d istricts

that were least affected by these i n roads. Thus in our

modern l anguage l ingers many a Ce lt i c word . Coat
,
basket

,

cart
,
pranks, pranc ing, happy, pert, sham , bran , c rock, dr i l l ,

flannel
,
gown , hem , pai l , pi tcher, ridge, and numerous

other words are remnants of that language which was

spoken in Berk sh i re before the Romans came. S im i larly

i n p lace-names
,
such prefixes o r term inations as Do r

(Dw r) , Combe (Cwm) , wan or wann (a moor) , d in or dun

(a hi l l or camp) , and manor (maen-or, a ston e boundary) ,
i nd icate Celt ic ho ld ings o r occupat ions . The early races

have left thei r marks i n the language as we l l as on the

su rface of the county.

I t wi l l be noticed that the major i ty of the barrows that

have been opened contained u rns , Hin ts , and bones only,
with no too l s or ornaments of meta l .

That i s to say ,
the maj or i ty of the in terments seem to

have been Celt ic. I n fact , i n very few cases have bronz e

implements been found
,
though they are not uncommon

e lsewhere. In the great h ighway of the Thames , bronz e

swords
,
spears

,
celts

,
palstaves , and a sh ie ld have been

d redged up ; and at S t . Leonard
’s H i l l

,
near Windsor

,

4
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were d iscovered a socketed cel t and a spear-head of

bronz e . Another w as found at Hagbournefi
‘

So that i n Berkshi re bron z e i s comparat ive ly rare ;
showing that the Be lgic t ribes , who were most probably

bronz e-us ing peop le from the ir p rox im i ty to and friendl i

ness with Gau l
,
d id not extend far into the country. I t

affords fu rther grounds for the conj ectu re that the Belgi c

Atrebates were checked by the great be l t of j ungl e in

the Kennet Va l ley
, and having settled , l eft the hi l l-land

beyond i t to the ex i led race they had pushed away .

A gricu l tu re was probably l i tt l e fol lowed unti l long after

the Roman i nvas ion by the tr ibes of Northern Berks
,
w ho

sh i fted from place to place
,
and from camping-ground to

camp ing-ground , as thei r flocks and herds wanted fresh
pastu res.

Thus Berkshi re l ived on before the Romans came
,
wi th

feuds among tribes o f the same blood
,
and feuds w ith the

Be lgic invaders ; and , whi le the latter received a id and

re i nforcements from their brethren in what i s now cal led

Be lgi um
,
the Ce lt i c t ribes of Southern Britai n sti l l kept up

friendly commun icat ions w ith thei r co-rel igion ists the Venet i

in Western France .

Arche ologia,
’
1803 .



CHAPTER I I I .

ITS EARLY H ISTORY.

—THE ROMAN INV ASION .

THE ear ly Cel ti c i nvas ions had
,
i t has been suggested

,

penetrated into Berkshi re from the south
,
and had been

fo l lowed by a Belgic immigration from the east or south

east. The thi rd , which was to leave the fi rst rea l ly defin i te

po l i t i cal mark upon the face of the Berkshi re land , was

again that of a southern race and
,
strange ly enough

,
the

Gal l ic , or parent , branch of the South Berkshi re tribe , the

Atrebates
,
had much to do wi th bringing Ita l i an so ld iers

across the narrow seas . For Roman Ce sar had pushed

h i s conquering legions into Gau l . The cause was one

which has often been the ind irect means of bringing the

forces of c ivi l i z at ion into col l is ion with the barbarous tr ibes

which l i e a long its borders . There were d issens ions

among the Ga l l i c tr ibes. Southern Ce lts , led by the Hedu i

of Burgundy, and others of their race , had cause of quarre l

w ith thei r northern brethren and with the Teu toni c Be lge .

The latter
,
worsted i n argument and i n fight, had ca l led i n

German arms to a id their cause ; so thei r opponents

appea led to Rome i n th i s sem i-re l igiou s quarre l . Ce sar

fi rst ass isted those who were nearest to him ,
and having

done so
,
reduced both antagon ists to a state of vassa lage to

Rome . But his fiercest opponents
,
the Be lge , had re

ceived help from Britain , so, on reach ing the northern

sho res of the Conti nent
,
he decided on also pun ishing those
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who had assis ted h is late foes . Warned of thei r dange r,
many of the Bri t ish t ribes tendered the i r submiss ion ; and

Commins, the Roman nominee over the Gal l i c Atrebates,
was sent across the Channel to counci l h i s fel low -t r ibes

men to subm i t.
I t i s need less to exam ine i n deta i l the Roman invas ion

of th is country. Summariz ing i t bri efly, i t appea rs that in

the year 55 B .C . Ce sar crossed from Gessoriacum

(Bou logne) , and after some i ndec is ive act ions, which

affected but a sma l l port ion of the l ittoral
,
he returned to

Gau l w i th hostages and prom ises of subm iss ion . Comm ius ,

who had been made pri soner by the is landers and re leased ,
accompan ied h im . The fol low i ng yea r the invas ion w as

resumed , and th is t ime , tu rn ing the great forest of the

Weald , he carr i ed h i s legion s across the Thames at Cowie

S takes
,
nea r Weybr idge

,
and finally defeated the Brit ish

King Cas s ivelaunus , and destroyed h i s tow n , which p ro

bab ly stood near St. Albans . With the defeat of the i r

chief
,
the confederat ion of sou thern tribes under his leader

ship broke up , and the Berkshi re Segont iaci , Ancal i tes ,

and B ibroc i , made terms with the vic tor. They lay around

the banks of the Thames , and were not only therefo re more

Open to attack
,
bu t the news of the d isaster to their com

p atriots wou ld early reach them by the r ive r, and the

sooner str i ke terror i nto them .

Litt le i s said abou t the Atrebates in th is s truggle ; but ,
though i t i s scarcely l ikely they stood a loof from the

general subm iss ion , they were farthe r from the great r iver,
and may have been less and s lowly i nfluenced by the

events that had taken place. B ut i n the re ign of Claud i us ,
du ri ng the th i rd i nvas ion under Au lu s P laut ius

, Cunobel in,

the Bri t i sh leader, was defeated , and Camu lodunum ,
now

modern Co lchester, was captu red A .D. 43. Geta had

defeated the Bri tons a t Nett lebed
,
and one, if not the

most importan t, batt le in the war which raged along the

Thames Vall ey seems to have been fought near Wa l l ing
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ford . The B ri t i sh Be lgic t ribes certain ly ass isted in th is

campaign ; for after the defeat of the son of Cunobel inus

(Shakespeare
’

s Cymbe l ine) , Vespas ian attacked the Belge
and Damnon i i . After nearly th i rty batt les and the

capture of twenty towns
,
he reduced them to submiss ion .

One of these towns must have been the o ld earthen
fortress of the Segont i ans and of the Atrebates

,
on the

borderland of Berks.

With the submiss ion of these southern tr i bes
,
fo l lowi ng

on that of thei r Celt ic neighbours , the oppositi on to the

Roman occupation of the Berkshi re d istrict p ract ica l ly

terminated . I t became part of Bri tann ia Prima
,
and i ts

h is to ry duri ng the Roman t ime was one of peace ; though
whether i ts peopl e took part i n the ser ies of batt les and

insurrect ionary movements , which later on cu lminated i n

the revo l t and defeat of Boad icea , i s doubtfu l . Apparent ly

they d id not as an ent ire clan ; and i t i s l i ke ly, therefore,
that th i s part of the country fel t, ear l i e r than more turhu

l en t d i stri cts, the c ivi l iz i ng effect of the Roman ru le.
P ract ica l ly the whole is land d id not fa l l under foreign

domin ion unt i l the reign of Vespas ian and Ti tus
,
when

Agr i co la
,
A .D . 7 8 , carried his legions as far as the Scotch

Tay ; and ,
whi le he gained a final vic tory at Ardoch i n

Perthshi re
,
h is fleet sai led round and su rveyed the northern

coasts of the i slands . Having done so , th is wise and

beneficent conqueror endeavoured to c ivi l iz e the sem i

savage tribes of Bri ta in . He saw that th is cou ld only be

effected by giv i ng them a rel ish for the arts
,
and a taste

for e legant p leasures . To this he ex c ited them by h is con

versat ions i n p rivate, and by his publ ic measu res . He

encou raged them to erect temp les
,
forums , and houses.

He caused the sons of the Bri ti sh chiefs to be instructed in

the language and know ledge of thei r conquero rs . Such
measu res p roduced rap id e ffects . The Bri tons soon began

to adopt the Roman ‘d ress , and they changed the rud e

garb of thei r ancestors for the d ign ified toga . The
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manners of the Romans a lso gradual ly took roo t among

them
,
and they gained a taste for erecting porti cos an d

baths
,
and indu lging i n other luxuries .’ And so with in the

earthen rampart of the Belgi c Gw a/z l Va zor grew u p the

w a l l ed c ity of Cal leva, the chiefes t Br i t i sh-Roman town i n

these parts.
The actua l date of its construct ion i s doubtfu l . I n the

deepest excavations have been found coins of C laud ius
,

A .D. 50,
and on the surface those of the latest emperors, as

we l l as a memor ia l stone to J u l i a Domna, wife of Severus ,
A .D. 2 17 so that i t may date as far back as the days of

Agrico la s wise ru le. Whatever i ts age may be, i t was the

cap i tal of the Berkshire Atrebates , the loca l centre of

t ribute
,
and the start ing-po in t of many Berkshi re roads.

These uni ted other p laces ment ioned in the anc ient records .

The I t inerary of Antoni n e, w hich was w ri tten about

A .D. 320, spec ifies fou r other tow ns i n thi s d istri ct name ly,
Spine

,
Thames i s

,
and B ibracte

,
i n Berks

,
and Pontes i n

S urrey. The fi rs t ment ioned has been i dent ified wi th

Speen,
near Newbu ry. The name i s s im i lar, i f Sp ine be

p ronounced as an I ta l i an wou ld
,
and as a Roman probably

d i d
, pronounce i t ; and the Roman remains at Speen , i ts

s i tuation near we l l-known Roman roads
,
coupled with i ts

name , are su ffic ien t evidence i n support of the hypothes is.

Certa in ly i t has al l the appearance of a Bri t ish hold ing

above the marshy va l ley of the Kennet bottom ,
across

which the narrow Ce l t ic trackway passed by the ford at

New bu ry ; and i n such a d istri ct i t was more than probable

that the Legionar ies p lanted themse lves on the habitab le

l and which the i r adversar ies had t i l led . The fi rst station

may wel l have been at Speen H i l l
,
though doubtless

,
as

c ivi l iz at ion increased , and the terri tory became more

settled , i t was moved nearer the Kennet fordfit But i n

Speen , with i ts anc ien t thorn t rees, and t races of pre
Roman occupation

,
we may safely recogn ise the Sp ine of

Th i s i s Mr. W. Money
’
s op inion.
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O f Pontes* there can be bu t l ittle doubt. The mass of
Opin ion

,
and the weight of evidence, i s i n favou r of Staines .

Above the presen t bridge i s a smal l i s land , towards wh ich

the Roman road from Ca l leva d i rectly points , and to cross

the s tream narrowed by the obstacle, and there fore con

venient for the purpose , wou ld requ i re tw o bridges probab ly

of wood ; hence the Pontes . The name of Staines
,
too, i s

a su rv iva l of Roman work . I t was appl ied in many cases
where the strong stone-work of the Roman

,
e ither i n road

,

in br idge
,
or i n bu i ld ings , had struck the imaginat ion of

the Saxon who fol lowed in Roman footsteps
,
and who

,

ignorant of w hat Rome had done, re named the p lace in

some way as a p lace of S tones . Wherever these Roman

towns may have been
,
they were un ited by roads . I n

noth ing was the energy and ski l l of the conquerors more

vigorous ly shown than in the construct ion of thei r h igh

ways . Doubt less they were not al l made at the same

period , and as late a date as Traj an
’s reign has been fix ed

fo r some of them . But they were at least commenced afte r

the campaign s of Plau t ius and Agricola , when the power

of rapid movement o f the scattered man ip les and cohorts

w as abso lute ly essent ial i n a war i n which the ski l led few

were opposed by the unsk i l led many.

At fi rst the aboriginal trackways
,
though they were

devious and w ind ing
,
were st i l l extens ive ly employed

bu t the m i l i tary inst incts of the new governors led them to

see the advantage that concentrat ion of their garrisons , in

case of d i re need , cou ld give. The qu ickes t road was to

them the shortest road
,
and so their h ighw ays a re as nearly

stra ight as poss ible and whi l e Br i t ish roads had been only

made on the su rface of the so i l , and were hence dependent

for the i r value on i ts cond it ion and the weather
,
the Roman

sold i er knew the value of ways that wou ld be permanently

Though not in Berks , i t i s necessary to fix th is po int t o Show how
the Pontes-Cal leva Road, w h ich traverses so much of Southern Berk
sh ire, ran.
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good , and drained them ,
and made them strong and dry

w i th s tone and grave l . Such were the v ie m i l i ta res made

by Roman ski l l for mil i tary pu rposes. They were not

constructed wi th a view to trade , o r commerce, or local

conveni ence at a l l . They w ere commenced by mak ing
two para l le l fu rrows about 1 3 yards apart , and between

these the ground was beaten hard and regularly metal led .

In a l l w et or low ground the road was ra ised wel l above

the natu ra l surface. Even now
,
though long s ince de

graded , thei r course can be marked a long the fields by the

hardness of the ground and the scanti ness of the vegetat ion
or the crops.
O f a l l the loca l names of p laces , that of Cal leva appears

most frequent ly in the I t ineraries, and i s therefore a good

and re l iab le start ing-poin t for an exam inat ion of Roman

Berkshi re. I t may be accepted with bu t l i tt le doubt that
modern S i lchester represents the Ca l leva referred to . I n

Anton ine’s I t inerari es the name occurs on three occas ion s

In the V I I . I ter . C lausentum (B i tterne, near Southampton) .
V enta B elgar i um (W inches ter ) , M . P . It .

"

Ca l leva i
‘

Atreba tum ( S i lches ter) , M . P . xxi i .

P on ti bus ( S ta ines ) , M . P . xxi i .

Lond i nio (London) , M . P . xx i i i .
In the ! I I I . C levo (G louces ter) .

Durocornovio, or Corinium (C irences ter) , M . P
Spin i s (Speen) , M . P . xv.

Ca l leva ( S i lches ter), M . P . xv.

In the ! IV .

Sp ini s ( Speen) , M . P . xv .

Ca lleva ( S i lches ter) , M . P . xv.

Thus Ca l leva formed a centre for the local m i l i tary

system , and the very repet i t ion of i ts name shows i ts im

portance
,
not on ly as the pos it ion of a large garrison , as i ts

M . P . M i lle Pas sus , the Roman m i le, wh ich i s equiva lent to about
y ards .

1
“ Also w ri tten elsewhere Na lkua and Calcua (Kemble) .
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S iz e i nd icates i t was
,
but also as the centre of t ribute and

c ivi l iz ation in thi s part of Bri tain. I t wi l l be we l l to start

w i th th i s as a centre therefore
,
and begin with the firs t

ment ioned road
,
which was t raced by the officers of the

Sen io r Department of the Roya l Mi l ita ry Co l lege
,
Sand

hurst
,
Berks

,
i n 1 856 .

I t passed due east by Park Lane
,
New Bridge

,
on th e

Loddon,
crossed the Blackwater at Thatcher’s Ford

,

passed through West Court (beyond which i t is known as
the ‘Devi l’s C rowthorne

,
and Easthampstead

P la i n (where a sma l l cu rved by
-road—a ma oieina i i s

leaves i t as the road reaches the plateau
,
and cu rv ing

through Wickham Bushes
,
retu rns to the main-road

,
where

i t again leaves the high ground of the pla in ) , and the ponds

south of Rap ley Farm ,
in a d i rect l i n e to Duke’s H i l l near

B agshot . Here i t bent more to the north
,
and ran nearly

para l lel for a w h i le to the presen t h ighway
,
touch ing the

sou thern end of Charter’s Pond
,
which owes i ts origi n to

the Roman embankment
, passed near the Be lvedere i n

Virgin ia Water
,
through the southern end of the art ific i a l

l ake, through the yard of the Wheatsheaf Inn ,
and so to

the smal l i s land in the Thames close to the bridge at

S taines.

Rude pottery
,
such as fragments of mortaria , p ierced

‘ i ncense ’ cups
,
and a few pieces of Sam ian ware , with

t i les and coin s , have been found at the Bri t ish-Roman
v i l lage of Wickham Bushes. The name itse l f betrays a

Roman origin , for Wickham is bu t the Roman V i t us

added to the Brit ish H am. Both mean vi l lage . Pottery,
again , has been found at Duke

’s H i l l and a long the road

s ide near S unn ingdale ; and remain s of foundat ions , etc . ,
near Bakeham House and Egham have led to the sugges

t ion that here a lso m ight have been B ibracte. I n Charter’s

Pond was found a l i fe-siz ed statue of a g lad iato r, which i s

now i n the garden of M r . Waterer, of Bagshot . I t is of
I tal ian stone , and may wel l have been brought from I taly
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to Lond in i um , and so up the Thames to Staines
,
and when

being carr ied thence to Calleva to adorn i ts forum
,
in some

moment of panic o r during the Saxon i nvasion
,
i t may

have been cast into the pond by the roads ide .
The Brit i sh hi l l-fort of Eldebury on S t . Ann’s H i l l near
Chertsey

,
whence a track led to the fordw ay over the

Thames at La leham , was a lso rep laced by three sma l l
Roman redoubts of square trace on the low ground near
the r iver

,
thus guard ing the s ite of the p resent ferry and

flank of the m i l i tary way ; and i t i s poss ib le that the some

what rectangu lar entrenchment of weak t race at Sunning

h i l l Stat ion may be a temporary Roman camp , constructed

a s a guard-fort du ring the format ion of this great sou th
Berkshi re road in Roman t imes.

From the southern entrance to Ca lleva ran the road to
Venta Belgarum ,

as the fortress of the Gwent (Winchester)
was now ca l led . S i r Richard Co l t Hoare was of opin ion

tha t runn ing in to thi s was the other great road through

V indomi s (Finkley Farm ,
Andover) to Sorb iodunum

Sarum ) . Bu t the most recent su rvey ind icates this road

as leaving Ca l leva by its western gate , as the p ro longat ion

of the port ion between Fosse Cottage and Tad ley in a

straight l ine wou ld seem also to suggest. From thi s west

gate a lso started the road to Speen .

I t i s d ifficu l t to trace th is latter h ighway. I t was
poss ibly less marked on the d ry

,
grave l ly heath land of

S i lcheste r and Brimpton Commons ; and as th is land w as

the earl iest after the down land to be brought under cu l t i

vat ion because i t was the eas iest to c lear and t i l l
,
so would

the t races of the Roman work be the most l i ke ly to d is

appear. But there i s one c lue that may give its d irection ,
and that is the Nymph or Imp Stone s i tuated j ust one mi le

from the c i ty. I ts name may have been derived from a

figure once carved on i t , which m ight have been thought a

ny znp/z , or from the [mp of [mpera tor hav ing been cu t on

i t ; but at p resent i t i s a smooth b lock of stone with two
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hol lows, one on e ither s ide , set in a plot of tu rf. I t i s

probably a m i lestone or m i l l i arium on the Spine road ,
though trad i t ion has appended to i t a mysterious or igin .

Thrown from the c i ty by a gian t , the impress of whose

finger and thumb i s Shown by the two ho l lows
,
i t i s sa id to

turn i tse l f round when the c lock strikes twelve. No one

has seen i t do so
,
but the story st i l l l ives .

But j o in ing th i s stone with the w es t en trance of Cal leva
,

and p rolonging the l ine , carri es i t to a defini te poin t o f

passage on the Enborne, which may we l l be anc ient , at

Kn ightsbridge ; and thence i t may have run i n a stra ight

l ine to the ford at Newbu ry.

This is the most d irec t cou rse i t cou ld have taken
,
and

i t must be borne i n mind that the Romans were d ist i nct ly

in favou r of such straightness bu t i t may nevertheless not

have fo l l owed the general ru le , and may have tu rned at the
‘ Imp Stone ’ to c ross the stream at Brimpton , agai n tu rned

there along the high land para l l e l to the Kennet
,
and made

yet another bend at ‘Bu ry’s Bank ’ towards the Kennet

Ford . There are Celt i c barrows on th is l ine at Baughu rst ,
abou t three m i les from the Imp Stone.

’

Brimpton Chu rch

conta ins Roman hypocaust t i les, though these may have

come from anywhere ; and on Greenham Heath have been

dug up fragments of g lass and of Sam i an or Arez z an ware.
Whatever way i t went, i t terminated at Spine , or Speen ,

w hence two other m i l i tary roads ran to the westward the

one to Cunet io (Fo l ly Farm and M i ldenhal l , Marlboro
’

)
through Hungerford

,
and the other to Corinium.

There i s l i tt le to i nd icate the former ; bu t the latter has
been clear ly d iscerned . By un i t ing the ford or bridge at New

bu ry with Fox (probab ly once Fosse) Farm , on the Uppe r

Baydon road
,
through which i t is known the Roman road

to the wes tward ran , i t w i l l be seen that i t p racti cal ly fol lows

the ex ist ing roadway and , pass ing close to Wickham and

Speen Church
,
i t reaches the Newbury fordw ay of the

Kennet by the low er road . Near i t are vi l l a remain s at Hunt
’

s
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Green
,
Wy field Farm , W ickham ,

Shefford , and Lamborne,
on the p leasant s lopes over looking the Lamborne stream .

At Wy field were fragments of a bronz e armi l la , a Sp indl e
whorl of Kimmer idge c lay

,
flanged t i les of Durobrivian

ware ; at Boxford Rectory, and at the base of Boxford

H i l l
,
were fragments of pottery and n umerous co ins ; and

one
‘find,

’ of about 800 i n an earthen j ar
,
contai ned coins

of Constanti ne
,
J ul ian , Va len s , Va lentini an , and Gratian

,

showing that the depos i t at least dated as far back as

A .D. 383 . Coins have a lso been found at Newbury
,

Lamborne
,
and Westbrook .

The last of the great mi l itary roads left Ca l leva by i ts

northern ent rance , and passed by Thames is to Dorocina

(Dorchester) in Oxfordshi re . But i t i s t raceab le from the
c i ty fo r nearly a mi le, and appears to pass through its

extramu ra l cemetery
,
for stone coffins and remains of i nter

ments have been found j ust outs ide the wa l l between i t
and the earthen rampart of the former Bri ti sh town .

The pro longation of thi s l i ne crosses the Kennet at Ti le
Mi l l

,
and passes near Basi ldon, where there are the remain s

of a Roman vi l la , to Goring , where co ins , vases, and pave

ments have been found , and Sou th Stoke . From th is poin t

i t i s lost ; bu t i t may have either fo l lowed the Icknield way
para l le l to the river as far as the road from Bens ing ton

(near which is a co ld harbou r or fo l lowed the left bank

of the r iver to Wa l l ingford , and beyond .

To have gone stra ight to Dorchester from Goring wou ld

have been in d i rect pro longation of the northern road from
the former p lace , bu t wou ld have invo lved two more pas

sages of the Thames. There i s another poss ibi l i ty to be con

s i dered , but that must be fo l lowed backwards from Dorocina .

A l ine j oin ing th is place with B radfield l i es a lmost i n d irect

pro longation of the road lead ing north , un i tes severa l

short
,
straight p ieces of ex ist ing road , and passes through

Streat ley
,
where there are Roman remains , as we l l as at

Goring on the oppos ite bank . From here a s l ight bend
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would uni te i t wi th the north road from S i lchester and th is

cou rse wou ld only i nvolve one bridge across the Thames .

There were other roadways of a less ambitious k ind .

There are fou r variet ies ment ioned bes ides the vie 7n i i i

ta res ; name ly, the v i cina les or branch roads , the pr i va te o r

p rivate roads
,
the ag ra r i e o r county roads , and the a

’
evie

or by
-roads . Probab ly al l the anc ient trackw ay s which

were ut i l i z ed by the Romans received the latter name but

one Berkshi re road , the Port-way,
’which fo l lows the lower

,

and later, I ckn ield street from Woolstone (near Uffington)
to Wantage

,
where i t l eaves i t

,
and then passes by

Hendred
,
Harwe l l , and Brightwel l to Wal l ingford , may

have been a v i a v ieina i i s . I t was not original ly Roman

from i ts name. Wal l ingford Shows Roman work in i ts wal l

and Roman form i n i ts trace ; and near the road a long

barrow on White Ho rse H i l l contained skeleton s of
’

men

of short statu re, whose teeth were stained by the obo lus
they carried to pay thei r passage across the dreary S tyx

showing that Roman so ld iers , o r Roman iz ed Bri tons , died

there and w ere bu ried . At East Hend red was dug up an

earthen j ar
,
ful l of gold and s i lver coins ; and on Stains

combe Down , to the south of the r idge, were also skeletons

i rregu larly bu ried , and wi th them were the i ron nai ls of

cal ige or shoes.

The Celt i c track , wh ich ran from Spine by Shaw,
Gr ims

bury
,
Hampstead Norri s , and Compton , whence i t sen t

branches to L ow bury and Blewbury on the one hand , and

on the other by A ldworth to Streat ley, was also Roman iz ed ,
and may have been a v ic inal way. I n Shaw Crescent there

were rema ins of sol id Roman roadway work ; i n Shaw
Chu rch Roman t i les at Grimsbury more made road and

i n Streatley Ford w as a raised causeway. Roman co ins,
pottery

,
and two m i ll iaria have been found at Streat ley and

elsew here, and pottery, oyster-shel ls , and so on,
both at

P erborough and L imborough ; and at Compton were col

l ected upwards of gold , s i lver, and copper co ins of a l l
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O f cou rse i t must be remembered that the Roman occu
pat ion represents centuries of l i fe. On ly under the fi rm

ru l e of Agricola d id the country fi rst lend i tse lf serious ly

to the arts of peace. With qu iet sett lemen t of towns came

v i l la and subu rban residences
,
which communi cated wi th

the great m i l i tary roads
,
made purely fo r strategic pur

poses
,
by the ancient routes . Doubt less they were

improved
,
and in some cases Roman iz ed , with meta l l ing .

These v i l las seem to have been s ituated because of the

conven ience or beauty of thei r s i tes , i n the same way as the

Romano—Brit ish c it ies had occupied those of the Cel t i c

p redecessors for purposes of trade and taxat ion . St i l l , no

doubt many a pu rely Brit ish vi l lage had i n i t Roman

wares and Roman coins from p lunder, theft , or com

merce. The i r pres ence
,
therefore

,
i n s uch s i tuations on ly

'

p roves that they ex isted du ri ng Roman t imes , not

that they themselves were of necess i ty original Roman
towns .

Fol lowing these l ines of Roman and Roman iz ed road

way, or at any rate not far from them , Roman remains
may be expected. I n some cases the Bri tons themselves
may

‘

have improved thei r poor vi l lages after the Roman

type . Bu t thi s at least i s undoubted , that where t i les ,
tessere of pavements

,
coins

,
and espec ia l ly oyster-shell s

,

are found on ancient s i tes
,
these i nd icate the period of

Roman occupat ion . Pottery i s more doubtfu l
,
un less i t

can be c l early ident ified as Samian
,
Upchu rch , or Duro

brivian ware.
Names of places corrupted from the i r o rigina l spel l ing

and pronunciat ion are often a gu ide . Thus s treet, s tone
,

and s tretton (as S tret Green , Paley S treet, near Bray) are
often found in connect ion wi th p laces near a Roman road

,

tak ing thei r or igin from stratum .

’ S im i larly w i se (whence
B ray w i ee, Wi ckham ,

Egham Wi ck) i s d erivable from
‘Vicus and ‘Co ld Harbou r ’ (app l ied to i so lated bu i ld
ings or farms, as n ear Cukhams ley ,

Com p ton
,
and Wal l ing-s
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ford) can be traced either to col
,
a hi l l

, and a ro/za rfit an

army, or col and a roor , a tree or from eoi (the abb rev iat ion
of colonie ) and a rva

,
fie lds. I n the coi n of Colnbrook

and e lsewhere again l i es the trace of eoion ia
,
and the cea s ter

of the Saxon s i s but a mod ificat ion of the eas trum of the

Legionaries .

Barrows of Roman origin are rare i n th i s d istrict . Both

c remat ion and inhumation were pract i sed i n the early days
of the occupat ion but the former ceased in the fi fth century,
ow ing to the influence exerted by the introduction of

Chri st iani ty . The cinerary u rns, of the commonest type ,
were large spherica l vessels of dark c lay

,
capable of ho lding

about two gal lon s ; and stone coffins have been found at

Combe Down , and on the Berksh i re s ide of S i lchester.
But the Roman influence on Bri tain was indi rect rather

than d irect . I t passed away and left l i tt le trace. So

s l ight was i ts effect on the character of the Bri ti sh people
,

that scarcely one Roman word was left in their l anguage

when the conquerors deserted them . Thei r power w as

sole ly mun ic ipa l thei r government purely m i l i tary in

character
,
and one of towns l inked together by great m i l i

tary roads . They were too far from the g
!

reat heart of the

Roman empire to feel a part of its vast system
, and the

current of l i fe that emanated therefrom heat but feeb ly at

the extremit ies of the overgrown body. Outs ide the im

mediate atmosphere of i ts c it ies the Roman influence was

n i l . The Brit ish , as a body, were strangers to them ,
and had

not ei ther ass im i lated them ,
or been themselves absorbed .

The rac i a l fee l ing and repugnance seem to have been too

strong for a real adm ixtu re.
The histo ry of Roman Brita in i s one of contes t with the

hosti le t ribes upon its borders . Bri tain ‘was a Roman

Algeria
, or an Engl ish H indostan .

’ Ou r ho ld ing of Ind ia

i s ident ica l i n character we are a l i en s i n tongue, in fee l ing,
and in thought. The rura l popu lat ions and the bu lk of the
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people may submit to our ru l e, and even acknowledge i ts

j usti ce
,
but they love us not . No admixture of the races i s

poss ib le .

But there i s yet another poi nt of resemb lance . As the

Be lge conquered and were probab ly fi rst hated and then

endu red by the ear ly Ce l ts
,
so i s there l i tt le love lost

between the H ind u and the Mahometan who fi rst van

qu i shed h im . And as the Roman i nvas ion un i ted some of

the d iverse Bri t i sh tribes to oppose i t
,
so i s ou r m i l i tary

h istory i n Ind ia one of ei ther fight ing both sect ion s of the

nat ives
,
o r gett ing one to ass ist u s against the other.

The Roman i z ed Bri ton finds his p rototype i n the modern

B aboo
,
with h is superfic ia l varn ish , and was probab ly as

weak as he . I f Eng land res igned Ind ia to i ts ow n hands

alone
,
far fewer centu ries than have elapsed s ince Roman

days to now would suffi ce to sweep into abso lute ob l ivion

al l traces of her ru l e . And yet the efforts of the Roman

governors had been as great , comparat ive ly, as those of

our own Eastern Satraps . They had bu i l t and fo rt ified

great towns
,
whose mass ive masonry st i l l ex i sts . They

had fash ioned g loriou s temples
,
and taught the beauty that

m ight be made to su rround the domestic home. They had

i ntroduced that system of mun ic ipal government, the p rin

c ip les of which st i l l form the very backbone of our socia l

system ; and they had shown the conquered race the del i

cacy and love l i n ess of peace.
Their beacon-fire on Rutup ie ,

Often the headquarters of

the ‘Count of the Saxon shore
,

’ had thrown across the

Channel the flame of the fi rst l ighthouse , that harb inge r

of goodwi l l to a l l mankind ; and lastly, under Roman

rule may poss ibly have come the fina l b less ing of Chris

t i ani ty . For trad i t ion says that as early as the year 60 i t

made i ts fi rst appearance on these shores
,
and in the second

century i t had spread from the Chri st ian congregat ions in

Gau l across the Stra its . I t a lso relates how
,
du ring the

reign of D ioclet ian , St . Alban w as martyred at Veru
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l am ium , together with Aaron and J u l i us , two c it iz ens of

Caerleon whi le at the fi rst counc i l at Arles , A .D. 3 14, three

Br i ti sh Bishops of York
,
London

,
and Linco ln were pre

sen t .* Some of these early bishops and priests were s uffi
c ient ly educated to contend wi th Augustine h imse lf ; and
one of the las t acts of Roman pow er in the i s land was the

expu ls ion of the Pe lagian heretics of Brita in,
in A .D . 446 .

Last ly
,
the inhabitants of the northern parts of the i slands

had been Christ iani z ed by Cel tic or other m i ss ionaries .

Doubt less the chu rches were bu t poor wooden
,
straw

thatched structu res which the com ing storm was abso lutely

to sweep away
,
for even the re l igion was loca l . I t pene

t rated b ut l i tt le into the heart and m ind of man
,
for i t was

the creed of the conqueror. I t i s a question even whether

the mass of the Ce lt ic tribes themse lves ever left the faith

of thei r forefathers o r ceased to worsh ip the serpent and

the sun .

Tradi t ion s tates tha t Bri ti sh crosses and other Christ ian relics
w ere found in Saxon day s a t Ab ingdon.



CHAPTER IV.

THE SA! ON CONQUEST.

THE fi fth centu ry of the Chr ist ian era saw the end of the

Roman dom i nat ion in Br i ta in . The i nvasion of the Picts

from the North
,
which had rece ived act ive sympathy and

assistance from many a Bri t ish clan
,
had h itherto been

with d i fficu l ty stemmed .

Saxons and Norsemen
,
J utes and Angles , sea-p irates of

a l l sorts
,
ravaged the southern shores for plunder as early

as the year 364. The m ighty empi re of Rome fel l to

p ieces at last
,
and Honoriu s, to strengthen i ts feeble heart,

recal led h is legions from a l l d is tant shores
,
and left Bri ta in

to sel f-government
,
self-defence , and despai r.

The new w ave of conquest w as , l ike the Belg ic , an

Eas tern one ; i t came from the northern part of the Eu ro

pean cont inent
,
and about A .D. 449 the Jutes , under Hengist

and Horsa
,
were al lowed to sett le in Kent . They rap id ly

extended the ir conques ts over that country ; and , having
s l a i n the Bri t i sh King Vort igern

,
fo rmed the fi rst k ingdom

of the Heptarchy. I n 477 tElla , with h is sons Cymen
,

Wlencing and C issa , l anded at Cymenes O ra (Key nor) ,
and i n 49 1 they had conquered the counties of Sussex
and Su rrey sou th of the Weald fo res t

,
and formed the

k ingdom of the South Saxons
,
Regnum, the chief town of

the Roman i z ed Bri tons
,
becom ing C issan-ceas ter, or the

fortress of Cissa.
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S im i lar ly
,
the Ang l ian kingdoms of the East Saxons and

Mercians were founded a long the left bank of the Thames ,
unti l final ly, in A.D. 519, Saxon Cerd ic

,
with his son

Cy nric, landed on the coast of Hampshire , and pushed

northward by Venta Belgarum round the great forest of

the Andreadswea ld . Being repeated ly rei nforced
,
he fi rst

took the I s le of Wight from the J utes
,
and then captu red

Venta, which became , as Wintan-ceaster, the capital of the
West Saxons . Gradua l ly their ru le extended unti l i t com

prised Berks
,
Hants , Wi lts , Dorset , Devon ,

and part of

Cornwa l l . Thus Berkshire became a part of Wessex
,

whose northern borders in King Cy nric
’
s days reached the

Thames. I n what year A trebat ian Cal leva was destroyed

i s doubtfu l . One story i s that when hold ing out fo r

A l lectus i n 294, i t was bes ieged and burn t by Asc lepio

datus .
Another states that i E lla , the South Sax on , after

taking Caer-Andred (Anderi da o r Pevensey) advanced on

Basingstoke i n 490, encamping at Ellesfield by the way,
and fi red the town of Ca lleva by tying firebrands to

sparrows’ tai ls . This seems somewhat myth ical , as i t i s

s carcely l ikely that having got thu s fa r they would have

fal len back again to their sh ips . That i t w as burnt
,
and

by Saxons
,
i s most probab le , for i t would have had time to

have again arisen from its ashes had i t been destroyed

d ur i ng the Roman occupation . Even the story of the

s parrows may be but a poetical rendering of the p lumed

flame-t ipped arrows which may have been used to fi re the

town and d istract the attent ion of the defenders on the

wa l l
.
I t i s most l ike ly that i t fe l l in to the hands of

Cerd ic or Cy nric, in the natu ral extension of the Wessex

kingdom .

Roman roads, and a l l the other marks of that marve l

lous c ivi l i z at ion,
were fast d i sappearing before insurgen t

Britons and st i l l fiercer Saxons . Storm and p il lage were

qu ick ly ob l i terat ing the t races of the past . Cal leva had

perished
,
never to ri se again ; i ts very history was to be
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forgotten ; i ts ru in s to become a quarry which fu rn ished

neighbouring vi l lages with squared stone , and eventua l ly

he lped Norman monks to bu i ld the Abbey of Read ing.

No longer a centre of commerce , t ribute, or mil i tary govern
ance

,
the Gw a lt i V a zor of the Belge

,
the Ca lleva of the

Romans
,
became the S i l -eea s ter of the Saxons , and ceased

therer—With its destruct ion, and that of the wooden bridges
at Pontes

,
the ex trem i t i es of the . g reat Roman road of

Berkshi re were lost, and that which had echoed to the

t ramp of Roman l egionary became deserted and grass

grown . Legend hung around i t , and myth grew up over

i t as i ts origin sank further and further back into obscu ri ty
,

unti l i t became the Dev i l
’

s H ighway.

’ I ts or igina l mi l i tary

u se was gone. I ts trace was strategic
,
not commercia l .

Trade and commerce in that stormy Saxon t ime may have

fe l t that the s i len t Thames , or the more open down land ,
were safer routes than the Roman road . What l i ttle t raffic

there was chose other paths . I t concentrated at that ang le

where the Kennet j oi ned the Thames
,
and where the Saxon

fam i ly of the Rad ingas had founded Read ing. There was

a vast d i fference between this wave of invasion and the

preced ing one. The pagan Saxon w as ru thless and cruel

i n his conquests , and his very re l igion tended to increase

his lust fo r batt le and destruction . Doubt less the fi rst
raids

,
weak i n number , d id l i tt le more than secu re land ing

p laces
,
which formed points d

’

appni for the operat ions of

fresh hordes. On ly as the numbers increased into arm ies
were the ravages other than local or l i ttora l . But wi th the

i ncreasing feebleness of the Romano-Britain s came increas

ing boldness on the part of the Sax on. Wherever he went

he left h i s t rack in fi re and i n sword . On ly the women
and chi ldren were kept as s laves

,
and a l l the rest were

forced away or s laughtered . The very term ‘Saxon ,
’as

used by modern Cel ts i n I reland and Scotland as one of

rep roach
,
i s a su rviva l of th i s feel ing of hatred between

the peop le and the i nvaders , i n the same way as the
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hea fde,

’ which may possib ly, though i t i s not c lear, have

been a t Baydon
,
near the western front i er of Berkshi re

,
or

Beedon (wri tten also Bedene and Bidun) , near the I ls ley

Downs . The resu l t of th is batt l e i s unknown , bu t pro

bably the Thames st i l l cont inued the nom inal boundary

l ine between the kingdoms unti l 7 52 , when Cuthred o f

Wessex must have rega ined a port ion of the Oxfordsh ire
territory as far as the Burford H il ls . For, l ater on, Bens ing

ton
,
on the le ft bank of the Thames

,
i s ment ioned as the

place where h i s successo r, weak K ing Cynewu lf of Wessex,
held h is cou rt ;

* and whence he was driven back by O ffa
of Merc ia , by the battl e of Bens ing ton,

i n 7 7 7 , to the l i ne

of Uffing ton and Letcombe Cast les, on the Ridgew ay

Hi l ls -
l
i

The Saxon Chron icle relates that ‘Cynewu l f and O ffa.

fought at Benson
,
and O ffa took the tow n i i During th is

same campaign the Cast l e of King Cynewu lf
,
at Witham ,

a few m iles north of Cumnor
,
and which had so d istu rbed

the propri ety of the nuns of C i ssa’s house, was also taken

and here O ffa bu i l t a palace. Thus once more the Thames
Val ley here was in Merc ian hands

,
and the h i l ls remained

a boundary between the two realms for nearly fi fty years .

A .D. 519 , Cerdic. A.D. 6 76, Centw ine.

534, Cynric. 685, Ce dwal la.

559, Ceaw l in . 688, Ina.

597 , Ceolwul f. 7 28, E thelred.

6 1 1
,
C yneg i ls . 740 , Cuthred.

6 14, C ynegi ls and Cw ichelm. 7 54, S igebryh t.

643, Cenw alh . 755, Cynew ulf.
67 2 , Sexburga (Cenwalh

’
s Queen) . 7 84, Beohtric.

674, x
ZEscw in. 800 ,

Egbert .
I t i s s i tua ted near Wal l ingford . I t mus t have been a p lace of

s ome importance, for i t i s called a ci ty in the Chronicle, and a Roy al
V i ll ’even a s la te as Camden’s t ime.

T B i aclrzvood
’
s M ag az ine.

1 Th is ba ttle seems t o have been fough t at i Sandfield , as arms,

armour, and sw ords have been dug up there (Hearne).
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During that t ime the old Ce lt i c earthworks covering th e

t rackw ays to the Kenne t were probab ly improved and

occupied by the Wessex men .

Probably the Grims ,
’

o r the ‘Devi l’s D i tch
,

’that
,
pass ing

below Cuckhams ley ,
runs rough ly paral lel to the Ridgeway

,

was the boundary l ine afte r thi s campaign , for the d itch i s

on the soa t/c s ide of the va l l um
,
and must therefore have

been made by the northern or Merc ian tribe. I ts name

d enotes antiqu i ty
,
and med ie va l trad i t ion te l l s that the

d evi l dug i t i n a s ingle n ight
,
and the scrapings of his

spade made the Mound of Cuckhams ley .

But one great even t happened , which had much to do

w i th the final union of the Saxon tribes. The Merc ian s

had been bitter pagans
,
and the wars between their King

Penda and the Christian Oswa ld of Northumbr i a
,
in the

seventh centu ry
,
had been strongly t inged with rel igious

antagon i sm .

For Christi an ity had taken fresh and final root i n the

south as we l l as in the north , and the centra l Mercian

k ingdom was soon the on ly heathen rea lm in the Heptarchy.

I n 590 A .D.
,
Pope Gregory

,
who had been struck by the

beauty of the Angl ian s laves in the s lave-market of Rome ,
a scended the papa l th rone . He aimed at Christ ian iz ing
the is land

,
and in 597 sen t an able and enthus iastic priest

a s the fi rst new m iss ionary to Brita in. August ine’s task

was easy
,
for Athe lbert of Kent had marr ied Berta , the

Chri stian daughter of Charibert of France. She had been

permitted to reta i n her faith at the court of her pagan

husband
,
and her pries t had o ffic i ated at the Chu rch of

S t. Mart i n at Canterbury. So that the new creed rap id ly
spread . August ine became the fi rst Bishop of Canterbury.

B irinus , sent by Pope Honorius , became the Apost le of

Wessex, and preached before King Cy neg i ls at h is c i ty of
Dorchester . But as Christ ian i ty had , before the arrival of

these Rom i sh priests
,
a l ready, by Berta

’

s influence
,
obta ined

a fresh foot ing in Kent
,
so a much o lder form , derived from
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the teaching of Cel tic m i ss ionaries long before
,
had sur

v ived i n Angl ian Northumbria . When th is true Ang l ican

Chu rch was estab l i shed
,
i t i s d i fficu l t to say ; but i t i s

known that at the t ime when B i rinus came
,
Oswald

,
the

Chri st ian King of Northumbria
,
was a su i tor for the han d

of the daughter of King Cy neg i ls of Wessex . Merc i a

a lone remained heathen unt i l much later. I n 6 34 Cy neg i ls

became Chri st i an
,
l ike hi s son-in law ; and B i rinus , the fi rs t

Bishop of Wessex , had h i s see at Dorchester .

Trad it ion has been long busy with him . At Chu rn

Knob on the Ridgeway are barrow s, and the ca i rns , whence
i ts name comes . Sacred i n Celt i c t ime, i t reta ined i ts

cha racter ; for e ither the S axon conquerors sti l l revered

the ho ly place of Ce l t i c days
, or possib ly there may have

been sti l l a strong remembrance of an ear l i e r Christian ity

i n the m inds of Berkshi re men
,
causing them to select this

we l l-known spot w here the Gospel shou ld once more be

p reached to them . The sacred h i l l bears the trad it ion

of h i s preaching
, and

‘
Berin

’

s Hi l l ’ across the Thames

reta in s the trad it ion of his name .

I t is strange that there remained no rel i c or trace of the

early Brit i sh Church
,
w h ich legend rather than trad it ion

tel l s u s had been founded by the hands of Joseph of

Arimathe a and of St. Pau l , at the t ime when August ine

came. Bu t i t i s hard ly l ike ly that the former teaching

had made any real impression upon the bu lk of the peop le.

Along the Roman roads and in the Roman towns i t may

have ex isted and even flour i shed ; but there is no evidence

among the pu re ly Bri t i sh c lans of such cord ial i ty of feel ing

to thei r conquerors as would lead to a communion i n fa ith .

The w orsh ip of Chr i st, l ike that of Jup iter, w as the cu l t of

the conquero r
,
and to the true Briton therefore a badge as

of serv i tude . With the fa l l of Romish powe r fel l al l act ive

t races of her government and her re l ig ion . I nsurgent

Ce l t i c bands
,
and wave after wave of Sax ons, J utes, and

Angles, wou ld i n thei r fierce days have swamped a stronger
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p lant than the tender flower of the new creed . Probably

t he provinc ia l Britons were heathens st i l l , and bitter ones.
Certa in ly the Saxons were pagans

,
and ruthless too.

Between them a l l i t is not to be wondered that to a l l

externa l appeara nce the flood of pagan ism shou ld have
d rowned the faint l igh t of the Gospe l— in those parts

,
at

any rate , which had been most exposed to the storm .

Thu s Wessex
,
a l ready Saxon , became in fee l ing Chris

t ian and Ang lo-Saxon as t ime went on . This kingdom of

the Heptarchy was not on ly to furn i sh some of the wisest

ru lers of these days , but was to inc lude in i ts embrace a l l

o ther king lets , and thu s lead the way to one Engl ish

monarch and one Eng l i sh land . I na of Wessex was the

fi rst of these far-seeing men . He governed with a gent l e

hand
,
encou raged intermarriage with the old Ce l ti c fam i l ies

,

ru led his subjects with the same law
, and so un i ted i n

loyal bonds the peop le of h i s rea lm . He founded a schoo l

at Rome
,
and taxed h is subj ects one penny per house for

i ts support . Th is Rom-freon or Rorne-scot was the origi n

of ‘Peter’s Pence
,

’and took its r i se among these Berkshi re

h i l l s. I na (or Alfred , i t i s doubtfu l which) d ivided the
count ry in to Sh i res

,
and these again i n to ‘hund reds

,

’ an

organ i z ation based on the representation of a hundred

fam i l ies . He d ied in 728 , and , after many wars , Egbert
advanced h is boundaries once more to the Thames

, and

then success ive ly pushed hi s dominion over South-Saxons

and Kent ish men, and fina l ly over East-Saxons, Mercians,
and Northumbrians . Thu s i n 827 he, a Wessex man , and
therefore in a sense a Berksh i re man

, un ited a l l the Saxon

k ingdoms together under h is sceptre, though some of them

were part ial ly independen t st i l l .

Bu t another s torm of pagan ism was to overspread the

l and
, and bring with i t the i ron toni c of the sword , and the

infusion of a newer b lood into the Anglo-Saxon states .

I t seems almost as i f the convers ion of the race had tended

to weaken i t
,
and that with the vi r tues of c ivi l iz at ion sprang
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up also i ts v ices . For during the com ing years the Saxon

fighting w as not of the best, unt i l A lfred came. The

Scand inav ian Vikings ravaged the Engl ish shores wi th

almost as much impun i ty and vio lence as had the fore

fathers of i ts then occupants . Under the gu idance of

Dan ish Od in th i s t ime
,
i n stead of under Saxon Woden,

they bu rnt and made p r i soners
,
and destroyed Christ ian

chu rches
,
as [E l l a and Cy nric had fi red Roman temples

and Roman fanes . Seamen,
l ike the Saxons

,
they based

thei r operat ion s on the s ea
,
and the rivers were the best

h igh roads fo r their march . Sti l l , they were no mere

vagran t marauders
,
these Danes . They came i n increasing

numbers , with wives an d fam i l ies , to conquer, to settl e , and

to possess the land thei r sword s had won . In 867 they

had taken York and overrun Northumbria ; i n 868 they

had sei z ed Merc ia and captu red Nott ingham ; and i n 870
had destroyed East Angl ia

,
and mu rdered its King,

Edmund the Sa in t. S o i t was that a t l ength in 87 1 the

c loud bu rst over the central kingdom of Wessex . Whether

they marched on land from Peterborough and Thetford , afte r

the captu re of East Angl ia
,
as far as Read ing

,
met by thei r

sh ips as transports on the Thames
,
or whether they used

the water-way and river-banks ent i re ly, i s uncertain ; bu t

they appeared late i n March oppos ite the settlemen t of

the Rad ingas and landed on the King’s Mead , that open

ground lying between th e Kennet and the Thames .*

As Pale o l i th ic man had come there
,
as Ce lt , Roman ,

and Saxon had occup ied i t
,
so the later invaders , both

Dan ish and Norman
,
se iz ed th is strategi c cen tre. And the

Dane
,
d rawing up h is ships upon the Shore, and forti fying

h is land ing-place wi th an en trenchmen t which ran from

stream to stream , p laced in fron t of i t and of the Brit ish

and Saxon vi l lage that l ined the Kennet bank a great

c ircu lar earthwork
,
the hal f of which was stand i ng not

forty years ago on the ‘
Forbury .

’ The ve ry name of

Prof. T . Rupert J ones ,
‘N . D . F . C . vol . i .
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3‘Forbury shows that other races had recogn ised the

defens ive capabi l i t ies of the height, for there probab ly

stood before these t imes the fort before the burgh
,
and the

tumu lus of its anc i ent chief.*

Thus three days after thei r land ing they improved or

rather rebu i l t the ancien t redoubt
,
for i ts c i rcu lar form

points to a Dan ish origin ; and then sen t forth thei r foragers

to plunder and bring food . They d id not advance far

a long the h igh ground
,
for descend ing to Englefield near

Thea le
,
they were met by a Saxon force under E thelw ulf

,

the a rlderman of Berkshire, and driven back . But the

S axons pu shed thei r success too far ; for, re inforced by

troops under Alfred and Ethe l red the King, they advanced

three days later to Read ing, and were rough ly handled in

the attempt to storm the Dan ish camp . They fel l back

defeated
,
and E thelw ul f was s lain. They seem to have

retreated by Englefield either on Wantage or Wa l l ingford ,
for i t w as i n thi s d irect ion that the Danes pu rsued them
fou r days later. Then, leaving Chief Guthrum i n charge of
the camp

,
the Danes sa l l ied forth by Eng lefield , B radfield ,

A shampstead
, and A ldworth , to reach the high land of the

downs .
But they were dest ined to fai l in thei r effort to se i z e the

key to Berkshi re . For somewhere upon ‘Ashdown ’ was

fought that great batt le of E scesdun
,
w hich w as one of

the tu rn ing-points in our nat ional h istory. I t was the fi rst

rea l check the invaders had rece ived i t roused once more

the flagging Saxon hopes ; i t made of A lfred a warr ior

and leader of men as we l l as a lawgiver ; and i t prevented

the Eng l ish o r Anglo-Saxon element in England from
being swamped by the Dan ish . I t was one of those

i nc idents which eventua l ly led to a fu rther admixtu re o r

ama lgamation of the conquerors and conquered
,
and which

therefore w as one of the causes which has added to the

m ixed b lood of the Anglo-Saxon an infus ion from the

H i s tory of S t. Law rence’s Church,’Rev. C . Kerry .
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strong Dan ish stock . Bishop Asse r, of Sherborne
,
has

to ld u s the story of the battl e as he received i t from an

eye-witness , and we wi l l let h im tel l i t h imse l f before we

attempt to fix the local i ty of th i s great Berksh ire fight.

This i s how the pagan Danes met the Chr i st ian Saxons

on the Berkshi re h i l l s
‘The Pagans , d iv id ing themselves i n to two bodies of

equal strength
,
d raw up their l i nes—for they had there

two kings and severa l j arl s—and they give the cent ra l

part of the army to the two kings (Baegse g and Hal f

dene) , and the rest to a l l the j ar l s (Fraena , Hareld , and the

two S idrochs) . When the Christ i ans perceive th is , they i n

the same manner d ivide themselves into two bod ies
,
an d

d raw themse lves up with equa l d i l igence. B ut A l fred

comes more speed i ly and read i ly with his men , as we have

heard from t rustworthy reporters who saw i t
,
and arrives at

the p lace of batt le ; for hi s b rother , Ethe l red the king,
was st i l l rema ini ng in the tent i n prayer hearing the Mass

,

and declar ing that he wou ld not depart thence a l ive before

t he priest shou l d end the Mass , no r wou ld desert the d ivine

service for the human . And he d id as he had said
,
which

fa ith of the Chr i st ian king ava i led great ly with the Lord
,

a s i n the sequel shal l be fu l ly shown .

The Christ ian s therefore had decreed that Ethel red the

k ing with h is own fo rces shou ld fight against the tw o

Pagan ki ngs bu t A l fred
,
hi s brother, with h is compan ies,

w ou ld know how to try the chance of war aga inst al l the

leaders of the Pagans . Thus strongly were they p laced on
e ither s id e w hen the k ing was l ingering long i n prayer,
and the Pagans were p repared and had hastened to the

p lace of confl ict . Alfred then being second in command ,
when he cou ld no longer endu re the ranks of the foe

except he ei ther retreated from the fight or dashed forward

against the host i le forces before his brother’s arriva l
,
at last

bo ld ly
,
after the manner of a wi ld boar, gu ided the Chri st ian

f orces again st the foe as had been determined, though sti l l
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su ffered a reverse at Basing, wh ich shows
,
at any rate, that

some portion of the enemy’s fo rces had retreated to the

south .

The s i te of the batt l e of Ashdown has been the subject

of pecu l i ar controversy f t The term Ashdown may wel l

have been app l i ed to the ent i re ridge ; and the western

port ion, which now alone bears the name , may be bu t the

su rv ival of i ts more extended appe l lat ion . Near Letcombe

1 50 years ago was a place ca l led Letcombe A s i tes ; A s/zen

Pen was a l i tt le fa rther east ; A s/zbri dge l ies sou th of

I l s ley
,
which may take i ts name from H i lde/reg (battle

field) ; and not far from i t are B anag er (S laughter Acre) ,
A s ia C lose, Cold A sk

,
and

,
to the eastward

,
A s/zams tead.

There i s thu s a cha in of names that bear upon the word

Ash ,
’
and it is l ikely that in many of the c l ayey hol lows

of the ridge these t rees were plent i fu l i n A l fred’s t ime.

The name again appears
,
and th is t ime more defin i tely

,
i n

that part of the Saxon Chron icle wh ich refers to the year

1006 , where i t states that
‘when the Danes had ravaged

and destroyed Wal l ingford , they spent the fol lowing n ight

at Cho l sey
,
and from Cholsey they went along A sna’ozvn

to Cw ichelm
’

s Hil l .’ As there i s no doubt abou t the

pos it ion of the latter point and of Wal l i ngford
,
the field for

conj ectu re at once becomes narrow ed i
Most of the old wr i ters have placed the s ite of the battle

n ear Ashbu ry, at the w es tern extrem i ty of the ridge
,
both

because of i ts name and of the fa lse local t rad i t ion of the

origin of the White Horse
,

’ and also because there was a

fort ified pos i tion i n front of i t. Bu t i t seems somewhat

haz ardous to assume that these rude clans
,
i n such rap id

and part ial operat ions as these, necessar i ly made earth

\V ise sugges ts , on Leland’s authori ty , Ashdow n in Sus sex
Sumner, Ashdow n in E s sex ; Kennet , Ashendon in B ernwood Fores t,
Bucks G ibson

,
As t on near Cholsey .

i
” Eadred i s a lso sa id t o have given eigh t h ides of land a t Cumtune ’

( Compt on) , near the h il l cal led ‘f Escesdune.

’
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works . To cover thei r port of embarkat ion was natu ra l ;
but to assume that so many cubic feet of earth and chalk

cou l d be thrown up by inferior tools i n the brief t ime a t

the d isposal of e ither party seems an error. The calcu la

t ion of the amount of materia l to be ra ised can easi ly be

made . Again
,
the occupation of a h i l l-fort i s not necessari ly

the wisest thing to do
, or the strongest posit ion to take up .

The adversary who does so i s very material ly confined to

i t. I f successfu l
,
his pursu i t i s at first checked . I f beaten

by the capture of the work
,
h is retreat i s cut off.

The pu rsu i t after the victory was rapid and complete.
Ev ident ly, too, the Danes fought i n two bodies . I t i s

most improbable they entrenched either. Had they done

so they cou ld not have afforded each other any m utual

support whateve r. They wou ld in that case have mere ly

shu t themselves in as two isolated fract ions one of which
,

attacked part ia l ly
,
might have been ‘he ld

,

’whi le the other
,

attacked vigorous ly
,
was defeated . They may have fought

i n h i l l-forts ; but i t i s more l i kely they fought fai rly and

brave ly in the open .

Fu rthermore , not on ly i s the western
‘Ashdown very far

from thei r port of debarkation , but to reach i t they must

have passed by Wantage
,
where presumab ly A lfred wou ld

be co l lect ing some of his forces , and be exposed to an
attack i n rear after they had passed . The sword found

(with tw o ske letons) at Hagley Wood , and which , from i ts
s iz e (2 feet 1 1 inches by 2 feet) seems to be Saxon , i s , there

fore no ev i dence that here the great fight was fought . But

there i s one c lue to this mystery. Asser, i n hi s account

a lready quoted , refers to the single thorn-t ree that stood

on the hard-fought fie ld . And curious ly enough Comp ton ,
one of the anc ien t Hundreds of Berksh ire, i s named i n
‘Domesday

’as that of Nachededorne— that is , the Hundred

of the Naked-thorn . Unless th is tree were we l l known , i t i s

scarcely l ike ly that i t wou ld have been selected as a t i t le

Unica sp inosa arbor, brevis ad modum
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and seeing that i t was afterwards d ivided* between Fa i rcross

and Compton
,
and that i n the survey the manors of Con

tone and A ssea
’
one are ment ioned as part of the now ext inc t

hund red , there seems at least suffic ient evidence to connect

th is d is tr i ct and modern Compton with the above p laces .

There was a chu rch bu i lt by Cnu t at Nachededorne i n

commemorat ion of the batt le, so Robert of G louceste r

says
,
and that at I ls ley may now occupy the s ite of th is

very church of which Radulphus was Presbyter.
’

Last ly
,
there are the t races of entrenchments on Low

bury Hi l l
,
and the name app l ied to

‘King’s S tand ing H i l l ,
’

and the trad i t ion that the latter took i ts name from Ethe l red

the King ; and i t i s a reasonab le V iew to take that the

Danes
,
burn ing the vi l lage at Compton and there abou t,

had pushed forward to use the Upper Icknield way
,
when

the presence of the Saxons from W
'

a l l i ngford
,
or poss ibly

Wantage
,
forced them to hal t for batt le. They may have

refort ified L ow bury ,
bu t fo r what pu rpose i t i s d ifficu l t to

see. From Asser’s ow n account , they formed i n two bod ies ,
and that impl ies freedom of movement , which fort ificat ion s

can never g ive.

To sum up
,
therefore

,
[Escesdun seems to have been

fought e ither in fron t of Compton on the L ow bury spurs,
or i n fron t of Nachededorne on the I ls ley Downs . Either

wou ld su i t the requ i rements of the case, and the latter

loca l i ty has the advantage of place-names .

Be this as i t may
,
the Danes were checked at Ashdown

by A l fred’s ski l l ; and when Ethel red d ied from wounds
rece ived i n batt le agai nst the nat iona l foe, i n the same
year

,
A l fred became King . His early days of government

were those of trouble an d danger. At a fight near
‘Abendun,

’ i n 87 1 , the Saxons had to sue for terms
,

and the fol lowing year the enemy agai n wintered in

Read ing ; but A lfred gave them no peace unt i l I var

Ly sons.
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thei r ch ief capitu lated
,
and Berkshi re was for a brief wh i l e

at rest.

But reverses poured in
,
and again A l fred fled

,
though

i t w as but for a short t ime .

‘The Dani sh host suddenly

rode through the West-Saxons’ land
,
and there sat down

,

and muckle of the i r fo lk over the sea they d rove
,
and of

the others the most deal they rode over.
’ This sudden

i rruption scattered w hat forces there were ; but secret ly
form ing a fresh army

,
A lfred

,
i n 87 8 , when the Danes had

been lu l led into fa lse secu ri ty
,
assemb led i t at Ecby rh te

stane
, or B ri gh tri ches tone (Brixton i n Wi l tshi re) , and

marched thi rty-five m i les to a p lace ca l led n lea or Ig lea ,

whence he moved to attack the enemy.

This brought on the batt le of E thandun
, i n which the

Danes were deci s ively defeated
,
and the remnants of the

defeated army took refuge in a fort ified camp . As the

chronic le says
,

‘He fared one n ight from the Wick to

n lea , and after that one n ight to Ethandun
,
and there

fought with a l l the host
,
and put them to fl ight

,
and rode

after them to their work
,
and there sat fou rteen n ights.

’

The s i te of thi s battle was on the borders of the county
,

i f not i n i t . The far end of the Berkshi re H i l l s i s not very

d i stant from Edd ington near Westbury in Wiltshire
,
where

the batt le seems to have been foughtfi
‘

I t i s true that Ig lea may be traced i n the Hundred of

Eglei
,

’
now Kintbury Eagle, and that the names Edd ington

and Daneford, or Denford, which are not far north of Kint

bu ry
,
might be thought to apply to the second great fight.

B ut the Berkshi re Edd ington seems too far from Brixton ,
and too far south to answer the requ i rements of the case .
So by this second great fight i n the Berkshi re neighbou r

hood
,
and pract ica l ly at the western end , thi s t ime, of the

Berkshi re H i l l s
,
Alfred of Wantage again reduced the

Danes to subm i ss ion . Guthorm , thei r King, became a

Chr ist ian , and as Guthorm-[Ethe lstan w as st i l l a l lowed to

E . A. Freeman.
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keep East Angl ia and North-eas t Merc ia ; whi le Alfred

regained that port ion of the Merc ian k ingdom which had

been part of Wessex in the seventh and eighth centu r ies.

The Danes sett led , and A lfred strengthened and res tored

h is kingdom
,
torn and desolated by so many struggl es .

Churches and l earn ing grew, school s were establ i shed , and

books wr i tten ; an army and a permanen t navy we re formed ;
the laws of past ru lers were col lected , cod ified , and added

to ; and , if i t had not been already done by Ina of Wessex
,

the empi re was now d ivided into Sh i res . And so by th is

t ime
,
at any rate

,
Berroc seyre came to be , whether from

the trad i t ion of the old B ibroc i who occup ied its western

port ion
, or from the Berroc (box) , o r the Beorce (beech) ,

which then flouri shed i n its forests , i s immateri a l . Bu t i n

maps of no very d istan t date Berrue Wood is shown around

Wok ingham
,
and l ives as modern

Thi s d ivi s ion of the country in to manageab le fract ions
w as based apparent ly on a system of j ud icatu re. Each

shire at fi rst seems to have been d i vided into thi rds, o r

t ry t/zi ng s , a system surviving partia l ly
‘
i n the rul i ng s of

Yorksh i re
,
the la t/ts of Kent , and the t/creepa r ts of Lincoln

shi re .

’ Each t ry th ing aga in was d iv ided in to nunctrea
’
s
, or

wapentakes and these agai n i n to ty th ings , or dwel l ings of

ten househo lders. Each of these was respons ible for the

good order of hi s house , both to the King and to the othe r

members of the tything. Last ly, each shi re was governed

by an earl
, w howas cal led the s/zi re-r ieve, whence i s derived

the term sheri ff.

So the country was ru led by the Wes t S axons unti l
Ethe l red I I . ascended the throne , and then Sweyn of

Denmark ravaged the country, and bu rnt Read ing, Wa l

Also ca lled by old La tin w ri ters ‘B ercheria
,

’
and spel t also

Borres-cy re, Berro-ci re, Baroc-sc ire. Asser cons i ders i t der ived from
the boxw ood-tree, w h ich are not

,
now a t leas t , common . Another

sugges t ion i s , tha t i t arose from the Bare Oak ’ in W indsor Fores t
,

w here the D ru ids met i n solemn conclave ; but th is seems my th ical.
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l ingford,
and Cho lsey in 1006 . Thence the Danes moved

by Ashdown to Cuckhams ley ; for there was a trad i t ion
that those who d id so would never aga i n see the sea .

During this t ime Saxon Nachededorne
,
near Compton

vi l lage, mus t agai n have been destroyed .

‘They went
,

’

says Richard of G loucester
,

Mest w o hu dude in Barcssy re and up Assesdoune,

And so about Quy chelmes ley , and so in mony toune

and i t i s also said defeated the Saxons i n a skirm ish near

the Kennet , probab ly on the i r way back to Reading . Then
he granted a truce for and from thi s and other

s im i lar demands arose the tax of
‘Danegelt,

’ which con

t i nued to be levied long after the cause for i t had ceased .

"t

But the truce was soon broken , and more burn ing and

destroying was fo l low ed by reprisa ls . Again the ravagi ng

hordes passed with deso lat ion over Wa l l ingford
,
Abingdon

,

and Oxford , to retu rn by way of Dorchester, Bens ing ton,

and Staines , unti l , in 10 13, Sw ey n assumed the sovereignty

over Eng land , and Ethe l red fled to Normandy.

The h istory of the county throughou t the Dan ish and

late Saxon ru le, and up to the Norman Conquest, does not
present many featu res of int erest .

After Ethe lred’s death the kingdom was d iv i ded ;
Edmund I rons ide taking the Southern Provinces , and the

Danes those of Merc ia , East Ang l ia and Northumbria.

But when the Saxon King a lso passed away, the who le

terr itory was merged i n the kingdom of Cnu t the Dane .

After his decease i t became the appanage of his son

H ard icnut , du ring his brother Harold
’s re ign and final ly

,

in the t ime of the Confessor, Sweyn , Godwin
’

s son , governed
Oxford

,
Berks

,
G loucester, Somerset , and Hereford unti l ,

after h is out law ry, i t passed to h is brother Harold the

Earl .
Then

,
on Edward’s death the last Saxon Earl of Wessex

,

Hume.
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and therefore of Berksh i re, became Haro ld the King and ,
s lai n by an arrow on the bloody fie ld of Sen lac

, on the

14th October, 1066 , he was bu ri ed i n the Abbey Chu rch of

Waltham
, and with him passed away the pu re Saxon l ine

of sovere igns of England fo r ever.

No wave of invas ion has left a stronger mark upon the

nat ion than that of the Saxons . I n name term inat ions
,
as

Chester
,
caster

, cester, ceas ter, from castrum ,
a fortress ; as

c lere , a h i l l , i n H ighclere, Bu rghc l ere , Kingsc le re ; i n ham ,

an enc losure ; in ho l t, a copse ; in hurst , a wood ; i n ing ,

belonging to ; i n low or hloew ,
a grave-mound ; i n l i ch , a

field of the dead i n stead or stede
,
a place in ton or tu n ,

a fenced place ; i n dun or dune , a hi l l ; in bu rn or bourn e,
a brook ; and in numerous other cases can modern place

names be traced to a Saxon sou rce. Hen l ey finds an

o rigi n i n Hen-l ly s , the old p a lace . Wal l ingford may be
the Wealas-ing

-ford
,
that i s , the old fordw ay of the Brit i sh

orWe lsh ; or i t may have been derived from the Wall ingas
ford

,
or ford of the VV elshmen. The slad ’ at Compton i s

the va l l ey between the hi l l s . Thei r land -d iv i s ions of 7na r13,
or a p ort ion set as ide for a communi ty of freemen ; of sei r ,
the un ion of two marks

,
or of a portion shorn from the

greater kingdom ; g af oi , ren t of land , were methodical , and

the bas i s of land d iv i s ion now .

Thei r power extended over the whole area they con

quered
,
because they were colon ists as we l l as settlers ;

and , l ike other m i l i tary co lon i sts , they d rove back , destroyed ,
or more or l ess ens laved

,
the popu lations with whom they

came i n contact. Their organ i z at ion was that of the com

mun e
,
as can be traced in p lace-names, where the prefix

denotes the fami ly name of the first Saxon sett lers . Thus

the Farringas founded Farr ingdon ; the Abbas , Abbadon

or Abingdon ; the Rad ingas , Reading, and so on ; and w ith

these more n umerous and more widely-sp read settlements ,
the intercommun icat ion between them mult ip l i ed a lso. A s

agricu l ture increased the cu l t ivat ion extended farther into
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a nc ien t rou te, i n thei r tu rn fe l l into d isuse , and became

g rass-grown , as the Roman mi l i tary highways had don e

before them . Bridges sti l l w ere rare .

National laws and ecc les iast i ca l regu lat ions fol lowed i n

d ue course from Ethe lbert to Cnut , and wr itten charters
f rom Ethe lbert to the Conquest .

A charter of 944ment ion s a Beaver I sland in the Kennet,
which po ints to a t rad i tion of the former ex istence of that

a n ima l there. A l fred left the three estates of Wantage,
E thendun (Yattendon) , and Lambou rn e to h is wi fe, and

the latte r i s ment ioned as a roy a l demesne of the Con

fessor
’

s . In the Saxon Chroni c le of 82 1
,
Leckhampstead

,

Boxford
,
We l fo rd , Poughley , Trinley , Wickham and Speen

a re of suffic ien t importance even then to be ment ioned ;
a nd when the Saxon Thane U lw ard he ld Newbury as the

U lw ard
’
s town , which the Normans afterwards ca l led

U luri tone, i t numbered fifty
-one hou ses

,
w hi l e Read ing

had bu t twenty-n in e .

The chu rches , of which many at fi rst were probab ly of

w ood , and were destroyed by the Danes , numbered

i n the t ime of the Conquest ; bu t many of these may

have been bu i lt by Cnut and h i s successors. The stone

chu rches were d ist ingu ished by ‘ long and short mason ry
,

’

the absence of buttresses, sem ic i rcu lar and triangu lar

arches
,
rude baluste rs

,
hammer dress ings

,
and unch ise l l ed

s cu lptu res . The tower of Cholsey
,
the tower and chancel

a rch of Wickham , Show the traces of the work of th is

p eriod .

In Benson Chu rch is a c lumsy pi l lar that enc loses a part

of the Saxon ed ifice , and Upton and Aston are both by

t rad i t ion said to have been churches i n which Alfred

worsh ipped . I n the latter he retu rned thanks after

f Escesdun for h i s wonderfu l v ictory. Re l igious estab l ish

ments are sa id to have existed at B romh i l l , and at Brad

fie ld , where I na founded one, and bes towed i t on the

Abbey of Abingdon.
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At Cho lsey
,
i n 986 , Ethe lred founded a monaste ry in

expiation o f the murder of Edw ard the Martyr, which the

Danes bu rnt ; and the lands went afterwards to the great
Abbey at Read ing, nea r the s i te of which E lfrida i n 986

a lso founded a house of Bened icti ne nuns, as an atone

ment for the same o ffence. This also was destroyed

during the Dan ish invasion of 1006 1
“

Sonn ing was the s i te of a Saxon Bishopri c
,
of which

Athe lstan
,
Odo , Osu lf, A l fstan, A lgar, Sy eric , A lfric ,

B rightw old , H ereman
, Osw a ld and Roger

,
were Bishops

,

which was afterwards uni ted to that of Sherborne
,
whi ther

the headquarters of the see were t ransferred i n the reign

of Edw ard .

The greates t Saxon rel igiou s establ ishment in Berksh ire

w as the Abbey of Abingdon. I t was founded by Cissa
,

Viceroy of Centw ine, w ho in 67 5 granted a tract of land to

H eane, h is nephew , who became the fi rst prior over the

tw e lve monks of the Abbey erected in honou r of the Virgin .

This story is somewhat corroborated by anothe r
,
which

states that one ‘Eanus
,
a noble Saxon

,
began to bu i ld a

l it tl e monastery by the perm i ss ion of Cissa at Bagley

Wood or Ch i sew el .
’ A sister of H eane

’

s a lso ded icated a

nunnery here to St . He len
,
whence i t took the name of

‘Helenstow ;
’ and when this

,
later on

,
was removed to

Wi tham ,
i ts s i te became the manor of ‘St . Elen’s

,

’which
eventua l ly passed to the fratern i ty of the Ho ly Cross

,
and

to the Chri st’s Hosp ita l Chari ty of Abingdon . The nuns

of St. He len
’s were of a very strict and reti ring d isposit ion ,

for even at Witham they wou ld not rest
,
bu t deserted i t

du ring the wars of O ffa and Cynewu l f, because a Saxon

castle and i ts garrison were estab l ished there. Trad it ion
and legend have, of cou rse , gathered round the early

h istory of the great Abbey, and monkish chronic lers were

not unwi l l ing to adopt them . Some of them assert that i t s

The ancient barn at Cholsey , measuring 64 feet by 303 feet, da tes
from A .D . 1 10 1 , and belonged t o the Abbots of Read ing.
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name is derived from that of an I ri sh monk Abennus , w ho

rece ived from the King of Bri tai n the greater part of

Berks . O thers stated
,
so Le land says

,
that i t was begun

near Bagwel l Wood
,
i n the par i sh of Cumnor. Amyster ious

reverence was attributed to the place . I t had been the s i te

of a p lace o f Brit i sh worsh ip . I t had been the chosen spot

where Chri st iani ty had fi rst taken root in that d istri ct . A

cross made of the n ai ls of the Cross , which struck dead a l l

w ho forswore themselves on i t
,

’ had been found there.
‘At the t ime when the wicked Pagan

,
Hengi st

,
base ly

mu rdered 460 nob lemen and barons at S toneheng ist or

S tonehenge, Aaen,
a nobleman’s son,

escaped into a wood

on the south s ide of Oxfordshi re
,
where

,
lead ing a most

ho ly l i fe
,
the inhabi tants flocked to him to hear the Word

of God , and bu i l t h im a dwel l ing-house and a chapel in

honour of the Holy Virgin ; bu t he , d is l ik ing their resort ,
s to le away to I re land

,
and from h im the p lace where he

dwel t i s ca l led Abingdon .

’ The effort to give the Chu rch
’

s
h old ing over the p lace ext reme antiqu ity i s evident

,
but

there i s no proof that Brit i sh Christ ian i ty penetrated so far

as th i s , even though the t rad it i on runs that on d igging the

foundat ions at Ab ingdon
,
images and crosses of that d is tant

period were found .

There i s l i tt le doubt , however , that Cissa founded i t ,
and that Ceadw al la not on ly confi rmed the latter’s gift

,
bu t

p robably gave the royal c i ty
,
known as Seovocesham ,

to

the new monastery, and changed i ts name to Abbenden,
the

Abbey Hi l l .

C issa h imsel f, acco rd ing to Leland , was bu r ied in the
Abbey,

‘bu t the very p lace and tomb of h i s bu rial is never
known

,
syn s the Danes defaced Abingdon .

’

Ceadw a l la fu rther endowed i t
,
i n 6 86 , with U icham cum

su i s campis on the Roman road
,
n ear Speen ; and King

Ina
,
in 699, added to i t 27 3 h ides of l and in ‘

B radfield ,

B es t leford , Streat ley, and and a lso the
manor of Goosev .

Appleton.



T/ze Sax on Conques t. 7 7

In 7 55 King Cy newu lf granted to h is s isters the v i l l of

C u lham, which they des i red to presen t to the Abbey, in

which they i ntended to be buried . Short ly afterward s

Pope Leo I I I . placed Culham Chu rch under the absolute

j urisd ict ion of the abbot. The Charter of Easton ,
’ i n 80 1

,

contain s a gi ft by B rihtric of the manor of Aston to Lul la
the Saxon

,
whose name i s preserved in ‘L ol lendon,

’

and

who
,
in his tu rn

,
says

,

‘A l l my rights that I had in Aston I

g ive to St. Mary of Abingdon .

’

E thelw olf, about 850,
gave the t i thes to the chu rches

free of tax ,
which made genera l what had before been the

fru i t of ind ividua l piety and Lyford was he ld by a charter

o f 944,
together with thirteen hides of land i n H enneri the

( East Hendred) , Bray, and e lsewhere, the gifts of Edmund ,
Eadgar, and Cnu t.

The bui ld ing was growing i n S iz e as we l l as wea l th .

There were twelve mans ion s abou t thi s monastery at fi rst ,
a nd as many chapels , inhabited by twelve monks withou t
any c loister, bu t shut i n with a h igh wa l l ; none being

a l lowed to go out without great necess ity and the abbot’s

l eave. No woman ever entered the same, and none dwe l t

there but the twelve monks and the abbot . They wore

b lack habits
,
and lay on sackc loth , never eating flesh unless

in dangerous
So the chu rch waxed strong and ri ch , and the Danes ,

t hinking so , took i t and destroyed i t . I ts fi rst church ,
1 20 feet long, and with aps idal ends , was probab ly of wood ,
a nd was certa in ly bu rnt . And this notwithstand ing that

an image took stones out of the wal l and pe l ted the Danes

therewith. But i t ava i led noth ing. The hard-hi tting
heathen plundered i t and went thei r way

,
to be defeated

a fterw ards by the King, who then sought payment for h i s

a id from the Abbey monks . The looted monastery had

l i tt l e to give, and that l i tt le the King w anted , but d id not

g et . So he took from them the governance of the town and

Dugdale
’
s Monast icon.

’
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many of their estates as compensation for having vanqu ished

thei r spoi lers
,
and was compared to Judas prompt ly .

The manor of Aston seems to have left them ,
and d id

not come back unt i l afte r the death of [El fri th , Queen to

E adgar, to whom the King had gran ted i t and i ts d isposal .

Bu t i t rose s low ly from it s ashes
,
and Hugh Capet of

France helped i t ind i rect ly in 939, fo r he wanted to marry

E th i lda , the s is ter of Athelstan ,
and so sent va luab le pre

sents
,
w hich found the i r way to Abingdon . Such va luab les

as a thorn and part of a nai l from ou r Lord’s crown and

cross ; the s tandard of S t . Mauri ce, commande r of the

Theban legion and marty r ; and a finger of S t. Dionys i us ,
the martyr

,

’
w ould be attract ion s to the devou t p i lgrim ,

doubtless . I t was a fit ful g leam of prosperi ty
,
however

,

fo r after the death of Edmund I . the monaste ry was almost

deserted , and its lands taken from i t. The county was

m uch d istu rbed during these days , and the wood lands were

the resorts of a l l the loose elements of a diso rdered soc iety.

In Bagley Wood , north of Abingdon, St. Edmund of

Ab ingdon was h imse lf at tacked
,
but p roving h is rea l

poverty
,
escaped . O ther notab les were not so fortunate .

One B lake hung upon an oak
,
in the way to Abingdon

,

beyond the ha l f-way gate. This t raito r betray ed three

Christ ian k ings
,
and wou ld have betrayed the fourth upon

which he was hanged w i th in two days after hi s des ign was

d iscovered
,
upon the said oak ,

w h ich is thu s cal led Blake’s

Oak .

” Whether the Danes had agai n ravaged i t or not ,
i s not stated ; perhaps there was noth ing, except re l i cs they

d i d not value , worth the steal ing.

Eadred ,
Alfred’s grandson, whom the IVi tan chose as

king
,
had fa l l en under the monkish influence of Dunstan

,

Abbot of Glastonbu ry , as somewhat S imilarly d id Hen ry I I .
later on. The pre late was shrewd enough

‘

to see that

the ex ist i ng monast ic i sm had become weakened by the

d isorders of the t ime, and that un less reformed and hardened

Hearne.
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i t must give way. Ethelw old, pup i l of Bishop A lphege of

Winchester, and O swa ld , shared Duns tan
’
s views . They

recogni sed the force of the pr i nc ip le of ce l ibacy
,
as ap

pl ied to the c lergy
,
which the Bened ict ines had introduced

i nto I taly, and they determ ined to app ly i t here. So

to the re-endowed and now Bened ict ine Abbey of Abingdon
was appointed E thelw old , the G lastonbu ry monk , at the

i nstan ce of Queen Edg iva . Dunstan assi sted at i ts re

consecrat ion ; and i ts two fi rst be l ls were the gifts of h im
and of the new abbot , and were made by thei r ow n hands .
Eadred

,
in 949 , gave eighteen manses o r h ides o f land

at VV el leford (We lford) , i n exchange for lands i n Cornwa l l

and thi s gift w as , by the King
’s consent, bestowed on

Abingdon. I n 955 Eadwig (Edwy) , granted Ferry H inksey
and South H inksey to i t by charter ; and i n 956 gave
twenty-two hides

,
at Wely ford (We l ford) to Eadric, w ho

t ransferred i t to the Abbey. This same pari sh contain s

the ten h ides of land at Easton , given by Eadgar to h i s

Queen [El fri th (Elfrida) , daughter of Ordgar, Ealdorman

of Devon . She i t was whose beauty led to the dece it
p ract ised by the King

’

s friend , E thelw old
,
when sent to

woo the Ear l’s daughter for h i s sovereign , and which re

su lted i n h i s being h is ow n wooer , and marrying her. But

Eadgar saw her later , and [Elfri th hersel f, using a l l her

charms to fascinate the King, i nduced him to slay her

husband by treachery, and make her Queen . This last.

charter to her
,
i n wh ich he speaks of her in the most a ffec

t ionate terms , and where he h imse lf sty les h imsel f
‘Tot ius

A lb ion i s i nsule archous
,

’ i s s igned by Dunstan
,

1 1 bishops
,

5 abbots , 5 duces, and 2 5 m i n isters o r pri ests bu t she

nevertheless caused the death of th is husband
’

s son
,
King

Edw ard the Martyr, by ordering h im to be stabbed when

drinking h is st i rrup-cup after hunt ing at Corfe Castle , and

then made tardy expiation for her crimes by found ing the
monasteries of VV herw hel l and Amesbu ry .

Dunstan w as an energet ic man . He got from Edwy,
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who succeeded Eadred, the pri vi lege for the Abbey to elect

i ts ow n abbot , and th i s and other advantages Eadgar con

fi rmed . He commenced the new chu rch . He sen t Osgar,
the monk

,
to learn s inging

,
and to improve the service, and

gave cups of go ld and s i lver for the altar. Abbot Ordgar

saw the complet ion of the chu rch
,
which soon was r ich in

manors and rel ies . The Lady Eadfleda gave lands i n

Winkfield and Wickham , and rel i quaries , and cups , and

vestments in 10 15. Cnut himse l f had a casket made to

contai n the rel ics of St . Vincen t of Spa in ; and A thelw in

gave anothe r with rel i cs col lected by h imself. Remains of

Edward
,

‘King and Martyr
,

’ were also brought there ; so

that Abbot Seward may be ex cu sed for wish ing , as he d id ,
to improve the beau ty of so r ich a church . But sainted

Ethelw old appeared to h im in a d ream
,
and told h im to

tu rn his attent ion to the poor . Athe lstan , Spearhavoc,
and O rd ri c fol lowed i n the abbacy i n due course

,
with the

usual add it ions of land , such as that at Lewknor,
‘ to p ro

vide more l iberal ly for the ma in tenance ’of the monks
,
and

thei r privi leges dur ing thei r tenu re of office ; bu t on ly O rd r i c
d id any spec ial work , and he, by imp roving the navigat ion

of the river by a new cu t, gained for the Abbey ce l larer a

tol l of one hundred herrings for every boat that passed . Las t

of al l , the Confessor bestowed on i t the Hundred of Hom er.
Dugdale says that so rich w as i t, that at one t ime al l the

l and from Eynsham to Dorcheste r was i n the Abbey’s

hold ing
,
and i t ranked almost w ith that great Abbey of

Glastonbury, of wh ich D uns tan of Canterbu ry w as the

h ead .

But the reign of Saxon pri ests at Ab ingdon d rew to an

end . Ald red w as the last , and he bold ly withstood Wil l iam
of Normandy, only to find a p rison first at Wal l ingford

,
and

then w ith B ishop Wa lkel in of Wi nchester .*
I n earl ier days the Wessex Sax ons had rarely c remated

t he ir dead , but had buried them in deep graves , over which

Godw in.
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Wul fhere
’
s
,
who fi rst acqu i red This ancient cemetery

has been d iscovered and carefu l ly examined by Mr. Wal te r

Money
, and i s s i tuated a short d i stance east of the

p resent chu rch . A number of Saxon co ins were found

here in 1 762 and co ins of the same Athelstan
,
with

Beornw a ld as moneyer, have been dug up at Wa l l ingford .

But Saxon barrow s of p re-Christ ian days are rare i n

thi s d i stri ct , and the huge mound on the Ridgeway known

as Scutchamore, or Cuckhams ley i Knob , i s supposed to be

rather a boundary mark than of sepulchral character. I t

w as once more con ical than barrows usual ly are
,
and in

1 850 was abou t 1 8 feet h igh and 41 2 feet round , with a

d i tch 35 feet wide . Nothing was found within i t , and i t

s eemed to have been formed from the par ings of turf cu t

from the hi l l on which i t stands .
’ I n the Saxon Chron ic les

of A .D . 648, i t i s stated that Kenw a l, K ing of Wessex , gave

h is nephew Cuthred , son of Cw i chelm, h ides of land
‘be flEscesdune,

’ amounti ng, so says Wi l l i am of Malmes

bu ry
,
to near ly one-th i rd of hi s kingdom . Now Cw ichelm

h imse l f was bapt i z ed at Dorchester i n A.D . 6 36 , and d ied

that year
,
so i t i s d i fficu l t to see what th is non-sepu l chral

mound had to do with him but i t has been suggested that

i t i s none the less the boundary mark ofKenw a l
’

s g ift
,
and

that as the grant was possib ly made to Cw ichelm orig ina l ly,
the mound

,
or Cw ichelms-h le w e

,
bore the name of the father

rather than the son g
The Danes left fewer traces on the l and than the i r

immed iate predecessors . They occup ied at fi rst the eas tern

count ies and great river l i n es ch iefly, and i t i s i n these

d i rect ions that thei r influence w as mos t strong ly fel t. Like

N . D . F. C . ,
vol . i i .

, p . 76 .

The sugges tion tha t the holy p lace m igh t be at Avington, on the
north bank of the Kennet , seems to have l i t t le founda t ion.

3: Also spel t Cuchms low
, Scuchms low ,

and Curchelms law e.

There i s also a ridge near here spel t Cheeseri dge, but local ly ,
and therefore correc tly , pronounced Ca sk-ri dge. Th is may be a

modifica t ion of Cuthred’s ridge (Hundred of Compton).
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the Ear ly Saxon s thei r career had been one of ravage and

destruct ion
,
and the ru in of o lder things had fo l lowed in

thei r steps . Save in a few p lace-names , such as Thorpe,
near Chertsey, Marlow and Danesfield

,
near Hu r ley

,
and

Danesp i t and Danesp are on the Ashdown H i l ls
,
the i r

mark on the Berkshi re d istrict i s very fain t. They do not

seem to have penetrated up the Thames much farther

than W
'

a l l ingford
,
though they extended thei r ravages

inl and for some di stance from the banks of the river.

Of thei r sma l l c i rcu lar camps there are no undoubted

specimens
,
and even that at Read ing has now been swept

away
,
whi le the churches that were erected during the re ign

of the Dani sh kings were p ract ica l ly Saxon . Though they

had burnt Wa l l ingford i n 1006 , they settled there ; but

noth ing i s left to Show that i t was once a Dan i sh town.

They were luxurious peop le
,
these Danes

,
for they combed

thei r hai r once a day
,
bathed once a week

,
and changed

thei r garments frequently and i f they left no last ing
t race on the su rface of the land , they d id on the peop les

they overran
,
conquered

,
and final ly settl ed s ide by side

with . The Dan ish b lood gave a fresh impetus to the

decaying Saxon l i fe
,
and from i ts infus ion i nto i t sprang

the Eng l i shman. The Dane destroyed as the Saxon d id ,
bu t d id not so rap id ly co lon i z e and thereby maintain so

last ing a ho ld . I f the Saxons absorbed the Cel t and

Romano-Bri ton
,
or What was left of them ,

the Dane , on

the other hand
,
was absorbed by them ; and when the

stronger stock that descended from this union was agai n

invaded and conquered by yet anothe r race of Teuton ic

o rigin
,
though further removed from the parent stem than

the earl ier waves of conquest
,
the new-comer, the Norman ,

*

a descendant of Northern Vikings
,
was soon me lted down

and d isappeared in the Eng l i sh race.

So for good reasons or for bad reasons the invasion of
Wi l l iam the Norman swept over the land . Th is wave there

The term firs t appeared in 895.
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fore
,
a l ternat ing l ike the prev ious ones

,
came pract i ca l ly from

the south. The co incidence i s cu rious . Cel t
,
Roman

,
and

Norman seem to have advanced towards the North
,
whi le

Pa le o l i th ic man,
the Be lge and the S axon-Dane marched

towards the west.
I t must be borne i n m ind that the poss ib i l i ty of such an

i rruption had been foreseen
,
and that Wi ll i am had many

actual ly Norman-French
,
as w el l as Engl ish , fri ends in

England . This can a lone account for the comparat ively

ready subm i s s ion of the land to the new-comers . Ex cept

at Sen lac
,
there was no real fighting.

The Conqueror
,
after taking Dover and moving round

the eastern edge of the A ndreadsw ea ld
,
was checked at

Southwark, and passed burn ing and plunderi ng, as h i s

forerunners had done
,
through S u rrey

,
Hants

,
and Berks ,

a long the south bank of the Thames to Wa l l ingford , where

Wi god the Sax on su rrendered to the Norman , and became
the King’s man . He had been an al ly of h is before, and

offered no obj ection therefore to the marr iage of h i s

daughter and hei ress
,
A lg i tha , with Robert d

’

Oy ley ; and

so the keep of a No rman castle of stone soon overawed

the land
,
and rep laced the earthworks and stockad ing of

the Saxon fortress. Passing by the futu re st ronghold ,
Wi l l iam crossed the Thames at Wal l ingford and sei z ed

London.

Like al l great m i l itary nat ions
,
the Normans had a keen

eye for ground . The possib le Ce l t i c or Br i t i sh Gua i lten

fora’, or old fort by the ford , had become Roman iz ed ,
had changed to Sax on Wa i ting as f orct, and so to Wa ll ing

fora’ and its fortress , cover i ng a chief po in t of passage of
the great western road over the Thames , a ltered with i ts

name . The i rregu lar Bri t i sh earthwork had changed to

rectangu lar Roman
,
and then

,
improved by Saxon , had

given way to stone . S im i larly the h i l l at Windsor, com

mand ing the val l ey of the Thames farther down , was

s ei z ed upon by W i l l i am as a su i tab le strategic s ite for a
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Norman tower ; others were erected at the importan t

s trategica l points of Read ing and Newbury later on .

Thus the new invaders
,
l ike the o ld

,
he ld those p laces

which commanded the principa l arter i es of commun ication.

For the ru le of the Barons was one of vio lence and re

press ion . Domesday Book
,

’ that marvel lous record of the
extent and value of al l land and property throughout the

realm , commenced in 1083, and ratified by a counc i l at

O ld Sarum in 1086 , was a means of st i l l further crushing
ou t the i nd ividua l i ty of the freeho lders

,
who i n the year of

i ts comp let ion were ob l iged to take an oath of fea lty to
Wi l l i am . One of i ts comm iss ioners , or Royal J ust ic iaries,
for the M id land count ies was Adam

,
the brother of Eudo

Dapi fer
,
the King’s steward

,
who had two h ides of land at

Windso r. The su rvey prod uced by the land-tax as much

a s of revenue
,
a rich pri z e i n those days .

Confiscation now was easy
,
and revolt or i nsubord inat ion

met wi th organ i z ed and relentless pun ishment. The power

of the Saxon Chu rch was crushed ; i ts independence of

Rome taken away ; i ts monasteri es p lundered . Norman
priests and I tal ian p re lates usu rped the eccles iastical ru le

,

i n wh ich Pope A lexander wi l l ing ly concurred . Contume ly

s eems to have been wanton ly added to Oppress ion ; and
the nat ives were un iversa l ly reduced to such a state of

meanness and poverty that the Engl ish name became a

term of reproach
,
and several generat ions e lapsed before

one fam i ly of Saxon ped igree was ra ised to any cons ider

able honou rs , or cou ld so much as atta i n the rank of Baron

of the
But thi s last i nvas ion was

,
un l i ke i ts forerunners

,
con

struct ive and not destruct ive. I t p lundered and s lew
, but

there i t stopped . I t annexed
,
but i t d id not demo l i sh .

I t grafted i tse lf on the ancient peop les , and improved them

and bore fru i t . The Normans , Saxons , Danes , and Belge
came from the same rac ia l stock , and thoug h at t imes they

Hume.
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d iffered i n fa i th , they insens ib ly became one. But the

Roman w as a foreigner i n fa ith , i n b lood , and i n characte r,
and ,

as far as the whole nat ion was concerned
,
remained

so duri ng his ent i re occupat ion. So in Ind ia , the Mahome

tan and H indu l ive s ide by s ide withou t much act ive

antagoni sm
,
for they are bu t waves of immigrat ion from

the same d i stri ct ; whi le the Eng l i shman , l i ke the Roman

w as , i s a fore igner i n fai th and b lood
,
never intermarries

wi th the conquered
,
i s neither absorbed by nor absorbs

them
,
and i s

,
and ever wi l l be

,
a l i en . Sti l l

,
the fi rst resu lt

of the Norman invas ion was natu ra l ly to produce antago

n ism on the part of the invaded °

and though Wi l l iam’s

ru le at fi rs t seems to have been gent le
,
the natu ra l confis

cat ion of the property of the Saxon ru l ing c lasses eventual ly

l ed to insu rrect ions
,
and these to increasing ly c rue l re

p ri sa ls . Many an Anglo-Saxon nob le of what had once

been Wessex , despai ring of the fortunes of the country ,
fled to other lands ; and the V aring ians of the Greek

emperors at Constant inople were large ly reinforced from

Saxon Berkshi re .

Sti l l , whi le Wi l l iam reigned
,
he let no one ru le but h im

s e lf. His feuda l fo l lowers he governed as sternly as the

conquered Saxons . I t was on ly after h is death that the

Barons broke loose from the restra in t he imposed by h is
ow n strong ru l e. S tark he w as

,

’ says the Engl ish

chroni c ler , to men that w ithstood h im none dared res is t

h is wi l l . Earl s that d id aught against h i s b idding he cas t

into bonds ; Bishops he stri pped of the ir bi shop ricks , and

abbots of thei r Abbac ies . But stern as h is ru le w as , i t gave

p eace to the land .

”6 With peace had come
,
too , an exten

s ion of ecclesiast ical arch i tectu re. The Saxons had done

l i tt l e in th is way
, or at least the i r chu rches , i f not of wood ,

had been smal l and plain
,
or rude. Lysons seem to be in

doubt whether some of the so-cal led Norman fonts may

not be of thi s t ime and there i s poss ib ly Saxon work in the

Proc . Berks Arche ol . Soc .
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tower of Wickham . Sti l l , s ince there are fifty -s ix chu rches

ment ioned i n Domesday as ex is t ing in Berkshi re at that

date ( 1083 a large number of these must have been

of Saxon construct ion
,
though p robab ly the who le were

enlarged , a ltered , or improved by the new-comers
,
who left

few unquest ionab le traces of the old work .

So that there are traces of Norman work in Norman

fonts i n the churches of A cring ton, S t . Nicho las at

Abingdon
,
Aldermaston

,
Bisham (with the tombs of the

Hobbies) , Brightwa l ton,
Buck lebury (with the tombs of

the VV inchcombes) , Chadd leworth , Charney , Chi ldrey,
Cho l sey

,
C lewer

, Calmore
,
Enborne

,
F inchams tead

,
Farn

borough
,
Hatford

,
Hinksey

,
Hur ley

,
Kintbu ry, Purley, St.

Lawrence at Read ing
,
Su lhamstead—Abbots

,
Sutton Cour

tenay
,
Sha lbourne , Shaw,

Stanford Ding ley
,
St . Leonard’s

at \V a l l ing ford, Thatcham ,
Woo lhamp ton , and We lford ;

and there are other indicat ions at Woburn, Farringdon ,
Ashbury

,
Tidmarsh

,
and Letcombe Regis , i n doorways and

mou ld ings . The aps idal chancels of Padworth , F inchamp
stead

,
and Remenham

,
are a lso probab ly of Norman origin .

Thus the constructive Norman has left even more en

du ring traces than h i s predecessors . His churches were

numerous and mass ive. I f there are few Ce l t ic and Roman

words in Berksh i re
,
and fewer Dani sh

,
Saxondom left i ts

firm mark in numerous p lace-names which the Normans

i n tens ified . Where the Saxon fami ly had created a vi l lage

to wh ich i ts name formed the prefix
,
as the U ffingas , the

chi ldren of O ffa
,
had made the (Zfing as-ton, the Norman

had
,
i n many cases

,
boldly added to i t h is own patronym i c

d ist inct ly as an affix . Thu s Aston became A s ton-Ferroi ct

Kingston
,
K ing s ton

-L i s le
,
and K i ng s ton-B aggag e ; Hamp

stead
,
H amps tead-Norr i s ; Sutton ,

S a tton-Courtenay , and so

on. These names are few and far between, i t i s true , but they

neverthe less represent the centres of Norman l ife . They

were the seats of those who ru led and often ravaged the

intervening lands ; and the numbers of the invaders were
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as smal l in p roportion to the great waves that had preceded

them
,
as their d isc ipl ine and armed strength were i nfin itely

p reponderat ing.

The Saxon occup ied the ground broadcast by sheer

weight of numbers , and there he settled and replenished the

exhausted land . The Norman he ld the richest parts as

h is appanage ; and the towers of the Norman keeps which

a rose at importan t strategica l po in ts where many roads

met
,
as at Farr ingdon

,
Wal l ingford , Read ing, and New

bury
,
were h is s ign-manual that he held the land , as he had

gained i t
,
by the sword .
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then
,
by the fema le l i ne , to the Montacutes

,
Beauchamps

,

and Richard Duke of York
,
who fe l l at the batt le of Wake

fie ld Green in 1460 . I n 1480,
on i ts gate was Spiked one

o f the quarters of Ramsay, a confederate of Cade
’s and

a fter the fa l l of Warwick i t once more became an appanage

of the Crown . I t p robab ly stood on the canal wharf, eas t
of the presen t bridge ; and from i t the arms of the town

On a mount , a cast le with three domed towers , on each a

p ennon with the legend
“ B urg us N ew éer ie

”’
-were taken.

When the bu i ld ing fe l l into d isuse i s uncertain but i n the

y ear 16 27 the Corporat ion of Newbury
,
under a l i cense of

King Charles
,
purchased the Cast le estate and converted

the bu i ld ing into a workhouse
,
w i th J ohn Emes as master.

Fina l ly i t became the property of the River Kennet Nav i

g at ion Company i n 1 7 2 3, who erected there the canal

wharf "

The history of the Castle at Read ing
,
which covered the

d oub le passage of the Kennet and the Thames
,
i s even

m ore obscu re . I t i s cons idered to have stood at the

w estern end of the town , e i ther where the old gaol was

s ituated
,
at the foot of Cast le Street

,

’
or on the higher

ground behind Coley H i l l , where in Coa tes
’

s map are

shown fie lds marked as the old fort ificat ion
,

’ and ‘Mount

field .

’

T In th e name of the street l ives the on ly certa in

t race of the Norman keep of Stephen
,
which was destroyed

i n the fo l lowing reign of Henry I I .

S im i larly the Cast le at Farr ingdon
,
which covered the

j unct ion of five roads , and al so the passage of the Thames

at Radcot Bridge, w as bu i l t by the Ear l of Gloucester abou t

1 142 , su ffered a short S iege in the re ign of S tephen , and

was also probab ly demo l ished by Henry I I . , i f not before

and Brightwe l l , bu i l t du ring the same troub led time, on

the heights west of Wa l l ingford
, so as to watch and over

come that fortress
,
shared the same fate.

That of Wa l l ingford , which blocked the chief passage o f

N . D . F . C . Proc. T Coates .
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the Thames where the great western road crossed i t
,
has a

more stirring story to te l l .
I t had been a fortress through a l l Bri ti sh t ime. The

earthen camp of the Ce l ts had been a l tered by the Romans ,
or rep laced by a rectangu lar work , one s ide of which was

washed by the Thames. In the anci ent wa l ls of the keep
there seemed to have been Roman masonry , from the
‘herring-bone ’ fash ion in which the stones were laid ; but

thi s i s no evidence that i t was ever a wa l led tow n,
and the

subterranean passages from the north side to the river ,
and from the south S id e a lso

,
though the masonry appears

Roman, are of no further va lue than prov ing that there w as

a Roman station here . The Saxons apparent ly erected no

cast les of stone ; and Ear l Wigod
’

s house was p robab ly, at
most

,
a long

,
low

,
w ooden bui ld ing

,
whi le the earthen c i ty

wa l l was defended by stockades. I t was left to the con

st ruc t ive Normans to erect the more permanent castl e .

After the revo lt o f Oxford
,
and i ts subsequent storm ,

D
’

Oy ley of Wa l l ingford was d i rected to forti fy his town ,

and i n i t hence arose the Norman keep .

‘Pro castel lo

sunt v i i i . hage des tructe and in 107 1 the cast le begun

in 1067 w as finished . In the former year a s im i lar fortress

was erected by D
’

Oy ley at Oxford . Throughou t the

d istu rbed t imes of the Norman and Ang lo-Norman kings ,
both took a larger share than a lmost any other towns i n the

cont inua l stri fe of that period .

Ranu lph de B lundev i l le, the Ear l of Chester, he ld it i n

1 2 18 , and bu i l t the Cast le Ha l l ; and when he d ied , h i s

heart was bu ri ed there
,
and h is body in his town of Chester.

From him ,
in 1 23 1 , i t went to the Earl of Cornwa l l ,

King of the Romans and King of A lmain
,
* brother to

Henry I I I .
, w ho he ld court there with roya l hospita l i ty

,

and in whose t ime large sum s were spent upon i t . He

w as not inaccessible to corrupt ion, for certa in Jews bribed

h im to pardon one of thei r number condemned to death at

Spel t also Almayne he cla imed the sovereignty of Germany also .
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Read ing ; but, notwithstand ing, the J ews of the rea lm were

so ld to the Earl by the King for the sum of marks .

O n the Earl’s death i t passed to h i s son Edmund , Earl

of Cornwal l , who founded the Church of S t. Nicholas i n the

C as t le.

I t took part in the t roub les of the re ign of Hen ry I I I .

His weak and vac i l lat ing character had led to d i sconten t

on the part of the Barons , who , after the mad Parl iament
’

of 1258, broke in to open insurrect ion again st both him and

h is brother
,
the Wal l ingford Earl.

After fal l ing i n to the hands of the Barons , i t was

occupied i n 1 262 by S imon de Montfort
,
the i r leader

,

whose Countess for a t ime res ided there . B ut on the

break ing up of the consp iracy, owing chiefly to the deser

t ion of G loucester to the King’s cause
,
De Montfort fled to

France , and the Cast le aga in had a roya l garrison .

But Leicester retu rned agai n and attacked i t and
,

t hough Henry once more submitted
,
i t s t i l l rema ined with

the royal party. The truce w as of short duration , however,
and after the battle of Lewes i t received as p ri soners the

King, Richard of Cornwa l l
,
with his sons Pr i nce Edward

a nd Henry A lmain ; and here, when the res t were released ,
Edward was st i l l kep t in du rance . Efforts were made to

release h im . The Queen secretly app rised S ir Warren de

Bas ingbourne that the Cast l e was but weakly guarded ,
a nd he

,
advanc ing again st i t wi th 300 horse , after a brisk

a ssau l t gained the ou ter works . But here they were

checked. For the assa i l ants were warned that i f they

w anted the P r ince they shou ld have h im
,
but he shou ld be

sen t to them bound from a mangonel. Short ly afterwards

h e was removed to Ken i lworth , whence he escaped to j o in

i n the batt le of Evesham , where Leices ter was slain .

In due cou rse Edward became the King
,
and hi s son , the

fi rst P rince of Wa les , succeeded h im . He had l i tt le of h is

father’s energy or inte l lect. A v ictim to favour i tes , he

H is t . of Wa l l ingford.

’
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became King
,
eventua l ly presented i t to h is brother

,
John

of E l tham ,
c reated Ear l of Cornwa l l . Edward speed i ly

checked the career of Mort imer , who was the fi rst man

hanged at Tybu rn
,
and I sabe l l a the Queen p ract ical ly

became a prisoner in Castle Ris ing i n Norfo lk .

Then grew up the connect ion between W
'

a l l ingford and

the Princes of Wa les . Fo r as the Earldom of Co rnwa l l had
,

as far back as Fi tz count’s t ime
,
been l inked with the

m anors and Cast le of Wal l ingford
, so when i n 1 334, on the

d eath of John of El tham ,
the ear ldom was made a dukedom

,

an Act of Parl iament of the next year enacted that the

Duchy of Cornwa l l with the Castl e and Honour of

Wa l l ingford shou ld be ‘sett led on the e ldest sons of the

Kings of England in success ion .

’ Thus the Black Prince
,

b orn at Woodstock , became Lord of Wal l ingford ,
and i t

remained an appanage of the Duchy unti l the reign of

Henry VI I I . On h is death i t passed to hi s son Richard ;
and here

,
where She had long l ived unmarried owing to the

oppos i t ion of the King to her un ion w i th the B lack Prince
,

res ided h i s lady e-love ,
‘ the fa i r ma id of Kent and here

she
,
h is widow

,
after n i n e years of mourn ing

,
d ied and was

bu ried .

Richard I I after h is fa rewe l l from h i s gi rl-Queen at

Windso r i n 1 399, on hi s departu re for I re land , caused her

to be removed to the ‘ stronger fortress of Wal l ingford
,

’ a

clear proof of the relat ive importance of the two p laces at

that t ime. Bu t i n the August of that year he became a

pri soner to Hen ry of Bol ingbroke, and on h is depos i t ion

h i s young wife took an active part in the effort to rega in

the throne for her husband . Her adven tures are touch

ing i n the extreme . Hurried from place to p lace
,

she at length found herse l f at the head of an army at

Sunn ingh i l l i n Berkshi re, and the Earls , her generals , had

la id hands too on Windsor. Bu t i t avai led nothing . The

Ear l of Kent deceived her w ith false hopes. So g laded
he the Queen with lyes

,
and rod forth to Waly nforth, and
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from Wa ly n forth to Aby ngdon,
w a rny ng a l le men he the

w ey e that thei shu ld make hem redy to he lp Kyng
R ichard .

’

But Richard was sti l l a capt ive
,
and w as soon

to taste the bi tterness of death . And I sabe l la of Va loi s
,

hersel f taken p risoner, then bu t a chi ld of th i rteen years
,

w as he ld for the whi le in c lose restra int, and , mourning for

her husband
,
refused to be comforted .

Thus Henry o f Bo l ingbroke reigned as the fourth of that
name

,
and p robab ly d id nomore remarkab le deed throughout

h is reign than appo int nostre b ien aimé escu ier
,

’Thomas

Chaucer
,
to be Constab le of Wa l l ingford and High Sheri ff

of Oxford and Berks . He was the son of the poet
,
and

a man of i nfluence. Four t imes d id he represen t the town

i n Par l iament
,
and i n 1414was made Speaker of the House

of Commons . He rece ived fo r h is stewardship the sum of

£40 a year, with twenty marks add it iona l , when,
l i ke anothe r

J oseph
,
he was made chief but le r to the King for l i fe.

Henry V . bestowed the Cast le and Honour on his Queen ;
and hi s son,

afterward s Henry VI . , was ent rusted to the care

o f the Earl of Warwick to be taught and instructed i n h i s

d uties at ‘Wa l l ingford and Hertfo rd in the summer
, and

Windsor and Berkhampstead in the winter.
’

Owen Tudo r was transferred here from Newgate in

1438 to the custody of the Ear l of Suffo lk , who was after

w ards charged by the Commons with treachery, and with

having for hi s own defence fu rn ished the Cast le of

Wal l ingford with a l l war l ike mun it ion,

’with the u lt imate

obj ect of hand ing i t ove r to France . He fe l l a vict im at

l ast to the popu lar fu ry
,
though there i s no evidence of

such treachery on his part . His Duchess , A l i ce , at fi rst a

Lancastrian ,
became Yorkist when the po l i t ica l t ide tu rned ,

and as Constab leof the Castl e rece ived there the person of the

Duke of Exeter, a Lancastrian pri soner. She short ly after

wards once more reverted to her fi rs t pol it ica l attachment ,
but again changing on the advent of the York ists to power,
she st i l l retained her pos i t ion as Castel la ine, even when
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Queen Margaret, her erstwhi le patron , w as pr isoner with in

i ts wa l l s .
‘Twenty-seven years before, Alice had , w ith a l l the

Splendour wh ich England cou ld afford
,
accompan ied her

husband to France to bring home Margaret,
“ in the flowe r

of youth and beau ty’s p ride
,

” as Queen to th i s count ry.

Then a l l was hope and happiness . Bu t now this same
Margaret

,
a w i dow , ch i ld less , degraded from her rega l

power,
“ broken w ith the storms of State

,
was a prisoner

,

on the poor al lowance of “ five marks a week
,

” in a fortress
which once had owned her sway.

’

Berkshi re seems to have been favou rable to such changes

i n bel ief
,
as Lady Su ffolk showed . Between Al ice Chaucer,

Duchess Dowager of Suffolk , and S imon A ley n, Vicar of

Bray later on
,
there is not much to choose .

Such many
,
now-a-dayes , who , though they cannot tu rn

the wind
,
wil l tu rn the i r m i l ls

,
and set them so, that where

soever i t bloweth
,
thei r gri st sha l l certa in ly be

Her son
,
John de l a Po le, had intermarr i ed with the

house of the Whi te Rose
,
and became Constab le i n h i s

t u rn
,
and steward of the Honou rs of Wall ingford and

S t . Wal lerie ; and was succeeded by S i r Richard Grey,
and then by Lord Lovel l unti l h i s atta inder for h is share

in Bosworth fight
,
after wh ich he had fled to Burgundy.

W ith Henry VI I . the Su ffo lks again so t rimmed their

sai l s as to obta in the King’s favou r, and ,
‘
in cons ideration

of good and fa i thfu l service,
’ the Constableship of Wall ing

ford . Supp le d i spos it ion s the fam i ly must have had , both

mother and son ; and a ready adaptabi l i ty to the vary i ng
c ircums tances of the t ime. The Duke had got his son

made Earl of Lincoln by Edward IV . had supported

Richard I I I . so far that he declared th is same son the hei r

to the throne, and endowed h im with manors in Berkshi re ;
yet

,
notwithstand ing a l l th is

,
he at the coronat ion of th e

Earl of Richmond as Henry VI I . , carried the royal sceptre.
Ful ler’s Worth ies.

’
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not for j ea lou sy i s doubtfu l , but Hen ry thought there was ;
and so Norr is w as arrested for high treason . There i s no

proof whatever of wrongdo ing on hi s part ' but even i f he

had ‘ l ived l ike a s inner he d ied l ike a sa in t . All efforts to

make h im i ncrim inate Anne Boleyn , and save his ow n l ife

thereby
,
fai l ed . No , he said

‘ in his consc ience he thought

the Queen was innocent of the th ings la id to her charge
,

and he wou ld d ie a thousand deaths rather than ru i n

an i nnocen t person .

’
A nd thi nk ing thu s, he d ied on

Tower Hi l l .
S i r Franc is Kno l lys succeeded h im i n h i s office, and i s

noteworthy as a j ust man who
,
though of st rong Protestant

fee l i ngs
,
both behaved gent ly tow ards Mary Queen of

S cots when she was ent rusted to h i s custody, and even

seem s to have doubted the wisdom of detai n ing her at a l l .
Bu t the va lue of Wa l l ingford as a fortress was pass ing

away. I ts old ri va l , Windsor , was growing up i n i ts stead ;
and

,
by the re ign of Mary, much of i t had become d i lap i

dated . I t had not been a favourite res idence of royal t ies

fo r some t ime. An inqu i s i t ion,
made i n 1 555, Shows

that the Co l l eg iate Chu rch of St . Nicholas
,
with i ts tower

,

was stand ing
,
bu t on ly as a mere she l l

,
w h i l e the keep

was sti l l en t i re . Much lead had been str ipped from i t for

mak ing the water-pipes at Windsor ; and squared stone
was removed both from Wa l l ingford and Reading to bu i ld

the dwel l ings fo r the poor kn ights i n the lowe r ward there
.

I n due course i t passed through the hands of S i r Henry

Knol lys
,
and h is brother S i r W i l l i am , Comptro l ler of the

Household
,
who final ly became Viscoun t Wa l l ingford

,

and then Earl of Banbury. The race w as an able one
,

and many of i ts other sc ions represented the borough

i n Parl iament .* Lord Wa l l i ngford held the Constab le

sh ip of what had once been the Cas t l e up to 16 32 ,

when the Earl of Berkshi re was e lected ‘H igh Steward of
the Borough of Wa l l ingford ,

’ and the term ‘Constab le ’

‘H i s t . o f Wal l ingford .

’



[ts For tresses : t/i ei r R i se and Fa l l . 99

fina l ly ceased . But the old wal ls and earthworks had

some m i l i tary va lue even now
, and when the C ivi l War

broke out they were p laced i n a state of defence
,
and

Colonel Blagge took command . A fter its su rrender by

h im to Adjutant Arthu r Evel y n
,
Governor for the Par l ia

men t
,
i t was temporari ly in the hands of Si r Edmund

Dunch
,
through his re lat ive Ol iver Cromwe l l

,
and then

became a state p rison unt i l 16 52 ,
w hen the Cast le was

o rdered ‘ to be demo l ished and the works effectua l ly

S l ighted .

L itt le remains to Show the magnitude and importance o f

the fortress . I t was s i tuated with in the wal l s of the town

at its north-east angle, thus over looking the Thames . I n

Le land
’

s t ime i t seems to have had three ‘dykes ’ or wet

d i tches
,
with two l ines of embattled wa l ls

,
and an inner

keep or cast le on a
,
probab ly art ific ia l

,
mound

,
with other

bu i ld ings also ins id e the second wa l l for domest ic pu rposes .
Bu t not the least trace of any masonry has been d iscovered

i n the mound now .

‘The huge mount str ipped of a l l i ts

former appendages , the few mou ldering ru ins , and the

undu lations and ent renchmen ts , are al l that remain to g ive

an id ea of the strength and extent of thi s once impregnab l e

fo rtress . At no other strongho ld cou ld Cromwe l l
’

s so ld iers

have done thei r work more thorough ly ; i ts lofty towers, i ts
buttresses and form idable wa l ls

,
are gone

, and i ts impor

tance i s no more ; but i ts frame i s inde l ib ly marked on the

page of history.

’

1
'

The Cast le estate has fa l len fortunate ly into worthy
hands

,
and no better fate cou ld be wished for th is land

mark of Berkshi re h istory than to be in the possess ion of

the h istorian of Wa l l ingford .

Like Wa l l ingford , the cast le at Donn ington , near New

bury
,
the date of erection of w hich is uncertain

,
was one of

the few Berkshi re fortresses that remained to take part in

the later Civi l Wars .

Des troyed. T
‘H is t . of Wa l l ingford .

’

N
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The mano r i s men tioned i n ‘Domesday ’as be ing he ld

with Aneborne
,
Mortuno

,
and also Deri tone, in the hund red

of Taceham . I t passed pri ncipa l ly through the hands of

Gervas de Sanervi l la ,
as Duni ntona ( 1 166) Gi lbert F itz

Reinfrid Richard de Copland Thomas de

A bberbury ,
who he ld Dy ny nton in 1306-7 ; and Walter

de Abbresbury (his He i s stated by Grose to

have given K ing Edward I I . on e hundred shi l l ings for the

Cast le
,
wh ich at that t ime was apparently merelv an

unfort ified dwel l ing-house ; see ing that, in 1306 , i t was

described s imp ly as a cap i ta l messuage.t I n 1 385 i t was

in the hands of S ir Richard de Abberbury ,
guard ian to

Richard I I . du ring hi s m inor ity
,
who he ld a l icense to

bu i ld anew and crene l late h is Cast le at Dony ng ton .

’

I t appears i n these records also that in 1 237 i t was part

of the Honou r of Wa l l i ngford ; and that in 1 243 the

Bishop of Sal isbu ry confi rmed the appropriat ion of the

t ithes of Donn ington to the pr io ry of that town ; thi s ex

p lains the connect ion that i s apparen t between the two

p laces .

A Richard de Abberbury i s al so mentioned , i n 1433, i n

the l i s t of Berksh i re gent ry ; and in 1414 i t i s recorded that

he and hi s wife conveyed , through t ru stees and others, the

Manor and Castl e to Thomas Chaucer, for marks of

S i lveri This Chaucer d ied i n 1434, and i t then passed to h is

daughter A l i ce
,
whose fi rst husband , S ir John Phel ipp ,

had

d ied i n 1415. A l i ce meanwhi le had marr ied the Ear l of Sa l is
bu ry

,
and on his death De la Pole, Earl of Suffolk. Thence

her h istory merges i n to that of the Castl e of Wall ingford .

As she had changed her husbands , so, as wi l l be seen by

reference
,
she a ltered with equa l fac i l ity her pol it i cal c reed .

A woman of much astu teness and l i tt le cons i stency w as

thi s fair dame
,
Knight of the Garter though she was

,
as her

monument i n Ewelme Chu rch shows . Donn ington passed

to her eldest son John , who was fo l lowed by h is son the

P i pe Rolls . T Godw in. i N . D . F. C. vol. i .
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M r. Chamberlayne seems to have he ld i t i n 16 23 ; and

Mr. Packer i s said by Symonds to have bought i t of h im .

How the a l ienation from the C rown took p lace i s not c lear
,

but i t i s certa in that i t w as the p roperty of John Packer

when i t was garri soned fo r the King d uri ng the C ivi l War.

He d id not fight there on one s id e or the other ; bu t i n the

Long Par l i ament he w as MP . for Wa l l ingfo rd , another

p lace that su ffered i n these troubled t imes ; and when

the w ar was over he bu i l t a mans ion , now known as

Donn ington Cas t le House, from the ru i ns of the battered

strongho ld .

I t i s th is very battering that has made the Castle of

Donn ington espec ia l ly

I t i s s i tuated on the h i l l north-west of the vi l lage and ,
at the t ime when S i r J ohn Boys , short ly a fter the fi rst

batt le of Newbu ry
,
was ordered to garri son and defend i t

w i th h i s ow n Foot and the Dragooners of S i r Robert

Howard
,
i t cons isted of a rectangu lar stone bu i ld ing, wi th

windows on a l l s ides
,
very l ightsome.’ The Cast le had

towers a t the four angles, with possib ly a sma l l cou rtyard

i n the cen tre ; and a square porch , furthe r p rotected by

two S im i lar towers , stood on the east s id e . I t i s th is part

that i s now a lone stand ing . I t is a quest ion whether the

earthworks afterwards made by Boys
,
and of which such

defin i te t races st i l l ex ist
,
were made whi le the wall s were

i n tact. In one or two parts of the perimeter the earthen

parapets are c lose to where the wal l s of the Castl e stood ,
and i t wou ld be imposs ible to occupy the t renches w h i le

there was the certa inty of masses of mason ry being d is

lodged from the wal ls and batt lements . S i r J ohn received

weekly contr ibutions ‘from the hund reds of Kintbu ry Eagle,
Fa i recrosse

, and Compton,

’ bes ides the ne ighbou ri ng town

of New bury , which was most of the t ime at h is mercy.

The fi rst attack was made by L ieu t .-General M idd leton

July 29th , 1644, who appeared before the place w ith about

Ba t tles of Newbury ,’\V . Money , P .S.A.
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men . They assau lted some of the farm bu i ld ings i n

which Boys had p laced some musketeers ; and ,
on capturing

them , sent a summons to su rrender , which shows how the

name of the K ing w as u sed in such proc lamations by h is

Opponents . I t ran as fo l lows

I demand you to render me Donn ington Cast le fo r

the u se of the King and Par l iament. I f you p lease to

enterta in a present t reaty
,
you Sha l l have honou rab le terms .

My des i re to Spare b lood makes me p ropose this . I des i re

y ou r answer.
‘JOHN M IDDLETON .

’

To this the commandant rep l i ed

I am i n structed by His Maj esty’s express com

mands
,
and have not y et learned to obey any other than

my Sovereign . To spare b lood , do as y ou p lease ; but

myse l f, and those who are wi th me , are fu l ly reso lved to

ventu re ou rs i n mainta ining what we are entrusted with
,

which is the answer of
‘JOHN BOYS.’

DONN INGTON CASTLE
,

J uly 3 1. 16443

A ha lf-hearted assau l t was thereupon attempted , but i t

fa i led
,
with a loss of an officer and S ix men pri soners, and

some ki l led . S i r John was more punct i l ious than his ad

versary abou t those which ,
’ as he says , I cannot aecom

modate with Christi an buria l , as l ikewise many of you r

wounded men which I know not how to d ispose of.
’
B ut

Midd leton
,
whi le express ing wi l l ingness to exchange the

latter
,
conceived no i nheren t hol ines se to be i n any p lace

or buria le, for a l l earth i s fi t for that use and leaving

hi s men to thei r fate
,
he wi thdrew to j oi n Essex i n the west ,

whi le Governor Browne of Abingdon was left i n charge of
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the operat ions . Up to th is t ime i t appears that the bu i ld ing

had suffered l ittl e real damage .

The second S iege was commenced by a more strict
blockade ; and , rein fo rced by troops from Abingdon ,
W indsor

,
and Reading

,
together with some s iege art i l lery

,

a heavy battery was formed at the foot of the hi l l towards

Newbu ry
,

’whence a hot fire was kept up for twelve days
,

resu lt ing i n the destruct ion of three of the sou th towers

and part of the cu rta in wal l . There were bu t fou r pieces

of cannon,
acco rd ing to Symonds

,
in the Cast le, with

200 foot and 25 horses , at th is t ime wh i le the s iege battery

fi red abou t 500 rounds from 36 , 12 , and 6 pounder guns .

Again summoned to su rrender, Boys rep l ied that

Nei ther your new add it i on of forces nor you r h igh threat

ening language shal l d eter me o r the res t of these honest

men with me
,
from our l oy al ty to our sovereign ; but we

do resolve to maintai n th is place to the u ttermost of our

power ; and for the matter of quarter, yours may expect

the l ike on Wednesday
,
or sooner i f you please . This i s

the answer of
,
s i r, you r servant,

‘

JNO. BOYS .

’

The obst inacy of the gal lant Colonel brought Manches ter
h imself from Read ing

,
and a th ird summons having met

w ith a fu rther den ial
,
an assau l t w as proposed but nega

t ived . The s iege tra in was next transferred to the other

s ide of the Castle, and placed in a battery on Snelsmore

Common. Sapping w as resorted to , and frequent sorties
w ere made by the defenders, who were, as a ru le, success fu l

in these skirmishes ; and fina l ly
,
afte r seven days’ further

bombardment, dur i ng wh ich they ex pended another 500
rounds , the siege was raised owing to the approach of the

K ing, the gun s being carr ied back to Read ing . A garrison
w as

, however, sti l l l eft in Newbu ry, consist ing of a regiment

and two or three troops of horse and an officer of th is
‘Ba ttles of Newbury ,

’

p . 12 1 .
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hood which the King had bestowed on him on the 2 2nd of

O ctober . His pers istency of purpose not on ly he ld for the

King, with even so weak a garrison
,
a fo rt ress that was a

constan t menace to any bu t large forces of the P arl iamen

tari ans
, but one which seemed to keep a l ive the Roya l i s t

sp i ri t in the very heart of Berksh i re .

The Puri tans had
,
fo r a whi l e

,
l i tt l e stomach for fu rthe r

fighting. The Oxford army
,
draw n up in the field s between

the Cast l e and Newbury
,
cou ld not tempt those i n the town

to come forth to batt le ; on the l oth of November, 1644,
therefore, a l l the stores tha t cou ld be moved were taken away,
leaving behi nd abou t e ighteen field-p ieces , and five o r s ix

l a rger gun s i n the works
,
wel l supp l ied with ammun i t ion .

Soon after
,
Newbury was abandoned by the Par l i ament

and then i t i s reported that the Governo r of Donni ngton ,
by way of reprisa ls

,

‘wen t to the mayor of the town and

pu l led h im ou t of his house
,
which they plundered and

that they abused his who le fam i ly most shamefu l ly ; and

that they then wen t to the hou ses of eight or n ine more

ch ief persons i n the p lace
,
dragged them also out of thei r

dwel l ings
,
abused the i r wives

,
ch i ld ren, and servants , and

carried away great p lunder and that the gentlemen them

selves were actua l ly conveyed pri soners to Donn ington

Castle .’

There was some excuse fo r i t
,
as the town had refused

to afford any succou r at a l l to the garri son ; but i t in

c reased and embittered the feel ing that separated the

antagon i sts . These foraging-part ies from Newbu ry, Wa l
l ingford , and Farringdon were exasperat ing to the Govern

men t , and l i ke ly to cal l a ttent ion to the inj u ry these smal l

garri sons were doing. So that C romwe l l himse lf, after the

fa l l of Basing
,
forc ibly u rged that the place shou ld be

reduced , and advised
‘ a strong quarter

’ to be made at

Newbury . Thus began the last s iege of Donn ington , con

ducted by that same Captai n Da lb ier who had shared i n

the fighting and wounds at both the great battles i n
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Berkshi re
,
and who had taken an active part in the assau l t

of a s im i lar strongho ld on the south-western road
,
th at of

Basing House .

On the approach of Da lb ier
’
s force, cons i st ing of two

regiments of horse and three of foot
,
S i r J ohn Boys fi red

‘ Denington Toune
’
and

‘ other ajat ient v i l lages ,
’ thu s

causing Da lb ier to quarte r h is men i n Newbu ry. The

investment
,
notwithstanding S i r J ohn’s wise precaut ion s,

seems to have been fai r ly comp lete ; but the country

peop le st i l l fu rni shed the garrison with supp l i es
,
fo r the

commandant ‘A l lways gave them a better price fo r there

Comod i t ies then they cou ld have fow nde att any of the

Ajat iente Marketts
,
and truel ly soe good A Jus t i ser was

S r . John , y
t Eng land had not A beter Regu l la ted guar

r i sson
,
nor better be loved of the country then was this of

Denington.

’

Furthermore
,
s ince the north S id e of the hi l l upon which

s tood
,
where Genera l Browne had e rected the s iege battery

before
,
was weakest

,
as being on the end of the p lateau,

and the Castl e could be more easi ly sto rmed from that

approach
,
Boys erected there an ou twork some 200 paces

off
,
w hich he trenches and pa l lasads ,

’
and made i t bomb

proof. Reinforced a lso by 140 men from Winchester, and

hav ing sent away a l l the superfluous horses , he harassed the

enemy by continua l sort ies
,
which were so successfu l that

the Kenti sh regiment, which was most frequent ly attacked ,
became comp lete ly demora l i z ed . The Par l iamentary

guards show ed so l itt le vigi lance that these sk i rm ishes ,
u sua l ly conducted after dark, as a ru le surprised thei r

various detachments ; and whether at Woodhay or at

Bolsome House, the Roya l i sts w ere v i ctorious . The death

of Colone l Sm i th , a Roya l is t , goaded them to st i l l further

act iv i ty. Major Stuart
,
one of the Parl i amentary com

manders , who had h imse l f k i l led the un fortunate Co lone l ,
had gone to Knight’s how s se of Greenhame to a g rea tte

supper
,
to whose dafter he was a servante .’ Bu t c ivi l w ar
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and party hatreds respect no such t ies , for the party of s ixty

men who had been despatched on the ir m iss ion of revenge ,
‘ came upon them soe sudent ly betw ex te 7 and 8 of the

c loke i n the y eavinge i n Marche , that they founed the

doores oppen
,
and s tuarte att super sett ing by the s id e o f

h is m’s
.

’ I t was the last ‘ beat inge uppe of quarters ’
of

poo r Stuart . ‘The man wou ld take no quarter,
’ and he

d ied l ike a man
,
shott e dead i n the place ’ by the side of

the woman he loved . Such reprisa ls were of course

common. Houses i n Bagno r were burn t by Boys because

Da lb ier
’

s men had taken some of thei r adversaries p ri soners

while they were d rinking there .

Later on, i n Apr i l , the t renches were pushed closer , and

th i s t ime at the foot of the ‘Maypo le ’ Hi l l , between the

burnt ru ins of Donn ington v i l lage and the Cast l e out

bu i ld ings . S ir J ohn vigorou s ly d i stu rbed the work of

cou rse by a dashing sortie, so that the assai lants were

s trong ly re in forced here ; and a mortar battery was con

s tructed
,
which fi red seventeen she l ls a t the ‘oold w eake

Rotten howse y‘w th th i s one dayes w orke was wel l ney a l l

s hattered to

The end w as fast approaching . The p rev iou s bombard

ment had probably demol i shed al l except the gate-house

bu i ld ing
,
and this wou ld be exposed on i t s southern S id e

to the fi re of the mortars . The barn and ou tbu i ld ings had

been aga in burnt . The ‘

g ranadoes made such work that
the sou ld iers wi th in knew not where to secure themselves

,

d ivers leaping ove r thei r works and craving quarter.

’

1

So the last summons w as sen t to the gal lant old knight .

He was told that Fai rfax was v ic tor ious in the west, that

As t ley had been routed at S tow on the Wold , and that

Ches ter had su rrendered ; hence, after st ipu lat ing that he

shou ld persona l ly be permitted to corroborate the informa

t ion by send ing messengers to Oxford—a request that was

Capta in Knigh t Bat tles of New bury ,
’
p . 183.

1
" Modera te l ntel l zjgencer ; 3

‘Ba ttles of Newbury ,
’

p . 159.
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l ikely that the Cast le for which Ear l Haro ld pa id rent in

the Confessor’s t ime was si tuated A l l that i s

certain i s that in 1066 Edward , then at the Roya l Vi l le of

Wend lesore
,

’ gran ted twenty h ides of l and here
,
with the

manor of ‘ Ste i ne
,

’ to h is new ly-erected monastery of S t .
Peter’s

,
at Westm inste r

,
for the hope of eterna l reward

, for

the rem i s s ion of al l h i s s ins , th e S ins of h is father, mother ,
and ancestors , and to the pra is e of God .

’ This was pro

bably dated from Oi a
’Windsor, though the grant may have

inc luded New Windsor a lso . Bu t Norman Wi l l iam , too,

was enamou red of the pleasant s ite , and exchanged i t, with

the monastery
,
later on for the lands of Ferniges and

VV okendune, i n E ssex and here , at any rate , he erected the
Castle

,
which , together with

‘VV a l ingford ,
’

i s mentioned i n
‘Domesday

,

’ an d which was erected on a h i l l ‘ two m i les

N .W. of Old Windsor .
’

B ut at most i t w as bu t a rud e

Norman keep in w hich Wil l iam I I . h e ld court
,
and which

Henry I . en la rged , enc los ing the ground occupied by the

lower and m idd l e wards. I n 1 1 10 he summoned al l h i s

nob les fo r the fi rst t ime to New Windsor .’ Here, also , he

was marr ied to Ade l iz a
,
his second w i fe when Ralph

,
the

Archbishop of Can terbury, w ho cla imed the right to per

fo rm the coronation ceremony instead of the Bish op of

Sal i sbu ry
,
to whose d iocese Windsor then be longed

, w as

so fu riou s at the oppos it ion to h is cla im that ‘ he cou ld

hard ly be ent reated by the Lords to refra in from strik ing
off

’ the K ing’s crown . Eventual ly the ceremony w as per

formed by the Primate . Stephen , Henry I I . , Richard I . ,

and John on ly executed the necessary repairs. Though

there i s con s iderable doubt whether any of the ex ist ing

mason ry i s o lde r than the re ign of Henry I I . , i t i s s t i l l

poss ibl e that the King’s Gate
,
destroyed i n the reign of

George IV.
,
but of which the s ide wa l l , portcu l l i s , groove,

S t i ll
,
H aro ld’s Cas tle w as bui l t in the manor of C lew er (Cl ivere) ,

in wh ich the present Cas tle w as s i tuate.
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and hinges remain,
w as of this The passage

,
too

,

has a vau l t of Norman character.

There i s a story to ld by Fabyan which
,
i f true

,
shows

how deep ly Henry I I . fel t the conduct of h is sons . He says ,
I t i s recorded , that in a chamber a tW

'

y ndesore he caused to
be painted an eagle

,
with fou r bi rds

,
whereof three of them

a l l rased the body of the o ld eag le
,
and the fourth w as

sc ratching at the old eag le’s ey es . W
’hen the quest ion was

asked of h im what that p ictu re Shou ld s ign ify ! i t was

answ ered by him ,

“ This o ld eagle
,
said he

,

“
i s myse lf ;

and these fou r eagles betoken my four sons
,
the which

cease not to pu rsue my death , and espec i a l ly my younges t

son John
,
which now I love most , sha l l most espec ia l l y awai t

and imagin my death .

”

At thi s period
,
too

,
the V i n eyards of the Cast le were o f

such importance that a regu lar annua l charge is recorded

for the cost of the vintage and for gathering the grapes .
One of these vineyards occup i ed the Cast le d itch.

I t i s to Hen ry I I I . that the most important a lterat ion s

and repai rs are due ; and much of the bu i ldings that

form the lower ward date thei r presen t foundations from

thi s reign. He repai red the breaches i n the wa l l
,
bu i l t a

chape l
,
the Bel l

,

’ Clu t e’s
,

’

and the Almoner
’

s
tow ers

,
on the north s ide

,
and the Garter and Sa l i sbu ry or

Chance l lor’s towers on the w est ; and fu rther improved the

bu i ld ing for the habitat ion of the King and his Cou rt .
The d itch w as a lso comp leted on th i s side by the remova l

of houses , for which the sum of £7 105 . was paid , and the

fortress was strengthened with a barb ican. Of these

w orks suffic i ent t races st i l l ex ist .

The pri son chamber i n the base of Clewer Tower st i l l

remains . Under the Garter Tower was a stable-yard and

stab les
,
with a fine wide arch . The King

’

s Ha l l was i n the

C lewer Tower
,
now the l ibrary of the Dean and Chapter,

and much modern iz ed . The Roya l Kitchen was beyond ,

Godw in
, p . 230 .
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and fu rthe r on,
fol lowing the north wa l l

,
the chamber of the

King and Queen . Fu rther on st i l l was the c loister and

chapel , with a Ga l i l ee porch at the west-end A lso the

South Ambulatory of the present Dean’s c loi ster
,
the door

behind the al tar in St . George’s Chape l , and some masonry

of the Domus Regi s on the north of the chapel
,
belong to

th e period of the Hen rys .

The country round , so often the scene of confl ict between

the Barons and the King
,
gained l i tt le by the presence of

the roya l res idence . Adam de Gordon , a notoriou s band i t ,
who ravaged Berks and Hants

,
as Tu rp in d id later

,
was

defeated in personal fight by the th i rd Henry’s son Edward

and
,
after pardon , given a smal l office i n Windso r . When

the latter became King
,
i t was a favouri te res idence of

E leanor h is Queen
,
and here three of their ch i ld ren

,
John

,

E leanor, and Harry, were born . The royal property i n

the ne ighbou rhood was improved
,
and waste l ands cu l t i

vated and sown bu t even then the forest laws were strict
,

and the B ishop of Winchester was d istrained upon for

t respasses committed i n the Forest of Windsort l‘ The

Castl e chape l was enri ched w ith rel ics . On the day of the

Pu rificat ion of the Vi rgin Mary, in 1300,
the King gave 53 .

to the Cross of Gney th (a port ion of the t rue c ross) , and

35 . to the Thorn of Christ’s C rown .

’ There i s no record of
any add i t ions to the bu i ld ings i n thi s reign . Edward I I I . ,
w ho was born here

,
made i t h is ch ief res idence

,
and ordered

cons iderabl e improvements , pract ical ly en larging the Castl e

to i ts p resen t exten t . I t had been at t imes a p r i son
,
and

from the t ime when the Earl of Northumberland had

been in carcerated there by Wil l iam I I .
,
to the imp rison

ment of Marshal Bel l i s l e, who was taken pri sone r wh i le
c ross ing through Hanover i n the reign of George I I .
the fi rst and last importan t vict ims—i t had been used
for such state pu rposes. I t i s even said that i t was due

to a sugges t ion from K ings J ohn of France and Dav id

Godw in. T H is t. Windsor,
’
vol . i .

, p . 1 13.
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have been placed on i ts wal l ,
‘Hoc fec it Wykeham ,

’ and

which ca l l ed down the cen sure of the King
,
was not uh

jus t ifiable. Bu t success ive innovations have destroyed

much of the character of h is work . The, m isca l l ed Norman ,
gate at the north-west corner of the upper ward , the vau l ts

beneath the apartments here
,
the groin i ng of the Devi l’s

and King John’s Towers
,
the Rose Tower

,
and the Dean

’
s

Clo ister
,
may reasonab ly be attri buted to th is per iod . Al l

el se has been al tered . The most noteworthy event other

than th is ex tens ion of the bu i ld ings was the in sta l lat ion of

the Order of the Garter. Edward I I I . had previou sly hel d

a Round Tab le
,

’ i nv i t ing Kn ights and Esqu i res from al l

coun tri es to take part in j ousts and rejo ic ings at h is Castle

of Windsor. This occu rred in 1 344,
bu t no ment ion i s

made of the foundation of a kn ight ly order ; and not long

after, p reviou s to the undoubted d ate of the format ion of

the soc iety, i t i s on record that the garte r, with i ts wel l

known motto , was not un commonly used as a badge or

device. There i s a charge
,
fo r example

,
for mak ing a bed

of blue taffeta for the King
,
powdered wi th Garters , con

tain ing th is Mottoe—m Hony soi t q ma t y pense ,

’ and again ,
‘ for making twelve blue garte rs

,
embro idered with go ld

and S i lk , each hav ing the mot toe
,

’
etc. , for the

‘King’s

hasti l ude at Eltham
,

’ i n 1 347-48 . Bu t there i s no doubt

that i n the au tumn of 1 348 a regu lar and perpetual order

of kn ighthood
,
cons ist ing of twenty-s ix person s

,
i ncl ud ing

the King, was i nst i tu ted as
‘The Society of the Garter.

’

Whether the trad it ion al story as to i ts origi n in connection

with the fair Countess of Sal isbu ry has a basi s of truth i s

quest ionab le
,
though not un l ike ly. The anecdote dates

much further back
, and the celebrated badge may have

been chosen from such an accident
,
for the choice wou ld

have been qu ite i n keep ing wi th the sent iment of ga l lant ry

of the t ime .
* But there i s no proof of i t ; and even the

cu rren t t rans lat ion of the mo tto has been made to fi t into

H ist. Windsor.’
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i ts assumed origin, rather than be correct ly rendered ; i ts

t rue mean ing being ‘Dishonou r
,

’ or ‘
B e he d isgraced w ho

th inks i l l o f

Be the origin of the order what i t may, i t has i ts p lace

i n the history of Windsor . I ts kn ights had sta l ls i n i ts

church , and the ‘ Co l lege of St . George
,

’

cons ist ing of

twenty-S i x Canons and tw en ty-s ix Poor Kn ights , being the

same in number as the Knights of the Garter
,
was estab

l i shed about the same time . Thus the lower ward became

appropriated to thei r u se , and fo r tha t of the guests w ho
attended the feasts and gatherings of the order ; the royal

apartments bei ng transferred thence to the new ward
,

which the K ing had bui l t .

Here
,
too

,
d ied Queen Phi l ippa, she who on her death

bed cou l d say to he r husband , as i s touchingly told by

Froissart
,
S i r

,
we have in peace , j oy, and great prosperi ty

used al l our t ime together and Edward himse l f
,
some

e ight years afterwards , fulfi l led h is prom i se made to her

then
,
and was laid bes ide her at Westm i nster.

Litt le occurred , other than matters of somewhat domesti c

i n terest
,
for some re igns . I n Richard I I .

’
s t ime the chape l

was endowed w ith many rel ics . There were crosses
,
crowns ,

images and j ewe l s bones of S t. Bartho lomew
,
St. Thomas,

St . Margaret of Scot land , St . Thomas of Hereford , Sts .

Wi l l i am of Eng land and of York, St . Mark , S t. Geran ,
St. Maurice , St . E l i z abeth , S t . Vita le , the good Archbishop
Edmund

,
St . Thomas the Apost le, and one of the

vi rgins . There were ‘branches of s i l ver ’ containi ng an

arm-bone of St. George, and fragments of the supper

tab le of our Lord and of the Vi rgin’s tomb ; some b lood

of St. Thomas of Canterbury, and one of the stones with

which St. Stephen was martyred ; and a shirt be longing to

the same sa int
,
together with one of St . Thomas. There

was a whi te gi rd le which St . J ohn had given to St . Mary,
and some m i lk and a cand le-end of the Vi rgin Mary’s !

S ir H . N icholas.
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But these
,
l ike many other th ings , d i sappeared when the

Reformat ion came . The chapel was unde r repai rs in

Richard I l .

’
s t ime

,
unde r the superintendence of Geoffrey

Chaucer
,
who

,
as ‘Clerk of the King’s works,

’
received

2 5 . a day for h i s labou rs ; and here the King, i n Apri l ,
1 399 ,

bade a last affect ionate farewe l l to h is baby Queen .

Froi ssart descr ibes the s ad part ing , a l l the more sorrowfu l

because of the fidel i ty of the young wife to her husband
’

s

memory i n after y ears at Wa ll ingfordfi
'

6 He says ,
‘After

the Canon s had chaunted very sweetly ( i n the chape l) ,
and the King h imsel f had chaunted a co l lect and

made h i s offerings , he took the Queen i n his arm s and

kissed her twe lve or th i rteen t imes
,
saying so rrowfu l ly :

Adieu
,
Madame

,
unti l we meet again . And the Queen

began to weep
,
saying : “ Alas ! my lord , wi l l y ou leave me

here !” Upon which the King’s eyes fi l led with tears , and

he said : By no means
,
mamy e, bu t I wi l l go fi rst

,
an d

y ou ,
ma chere , Sha l l come there afterwards .” Then the

King and Q ueen partook of w i n e and comfits at the

Deanery
,
and al l who chose d id the same. Afterwards

the King stooped down
,
and took and l i fted the Queen

from the ground and held her a long w hi le i n h is arm s and
ki ssed her at least ten t imes

,
saying over

,

“ Adieu
,
ma

chere , unt i l we meet again,
and then p laced her on the

ground and kissed her at leas t twice more ; and , by our

Lady
,
I n ever saw so great a lord make so much of, or Show

such affect ion to , a lady as d id King Richard to h is Queen .

Great p ity i t was that they separated
,
for they never saw

each other more.’ For on h is return from I re land

he was taken p risoner by Hen ry of Lancaster
,
who

,

after the depos it ion of Richard , ascended the throne as

Henry IV.

Both Richard and h i s successors kept Welsh pr i soners

here , and Hen ry he ld i n durance Pri nce James of Scotland

for e leven years. Not that h is period of pun i shment was a l l

See p . 94 ; Murray , p . 16 .
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Edward IV . , however, left h is mark on the roya l fortresses

i n the Chape l of St . Geo rge , w hi ch he commenced , and in
wh ich he was bu ried . I t was completed in Hen ry V I I .

’
s

re ign , when the vau l t ing was fin ished by a subscript ion

from the Kn ights of the Garter
,
to wh ich the K ing con

tr ibuted £ 100 and he also bu i l t the great gateway .

Many festiva ls of the Garter were he ld from t ime to

t ime unt i l the reign of Edward VI .
,
when the statutes were

a ltered to su i t the new re l ig iou s cond i tion of th ings ; but

Mary, who succeeded h im ,
expunged the P rotestant corree

t ions from the statutes
,
and i nvested her husband Phi l ip

w ith the knight ly order when he vi s i ted W indsor after their

marriage at Winchester. Anne Boleyn was made Mar

ch ioness of Pembroke in fu l l court at Windso r, and one of

her successors
,
Jane Seymour

,
was brought here to be

bu ried . Her Latin ep itaph , by Bishop Godwin , a Berksh ire

man from Oak ingham,
runs

Phoenix fana jacet na to P hoenice, dolendum
Secula P hoen ices nulla tul i sse duas.’

During Hen ry V I I I .

’
s reign Wolsey embel l i shed

Henry V I I .

’
s Chapel to make i t a tomb-house, bu t i t

was never dest ined to hold h is body. Even the black
marbl e sarcophagus that was to contain h is remain s w as

never fin ished . I t was despo i led of i ts brass by the Pu r i tans ,
who sold i t for £600, and the marble now covers the tomb

of Ne l son i n the Cathed ra l Chu rch of S t . Pau l . E l iz a
beth

,
a larmed at the spread of the p lague i n London

,
took

refuge in the Cast le
,
where also were b rought the French

hostages given for the safety of Cala is . The chapels
were despoi led of much of the ir wealth , the rood-lo ft was

pu l led down and so ld , and the pri ests ‘that had wives

shou ld pu t them out of the Co l l ege ; and for t ime to come

to l i e no more with i n that p lace .’ The Queen was a keen

student i n those days . Schoolmaste r A scham so app reci

a ted her l abou rs , as compared with those of the male youth,
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a s to break out thus : I t was thei r shame that one maid

Shou ld go beyond them a l l in exce l lency of learn ing and

knowledge of d ivers tongues .’ The great terrace
,
one of

the beauties of the roya l res idence
,
owes i ts construct ion

to her taste ; and Queen E l i z abeth’s Ga l lery
,

’ which w as

erected in 1 576 , st i l l forms a port ion of the l ibrary. But

the interna l arrangements of the royal apartments d id not
show at th is t ime any great attent ion to comfort. Her ma ids
of honou r asked that the part i t ion s i n thei r rooms

,

‘ that

i s of boards there,
’ Shou ld ‘ be made higher, for that the

servants look over .’ Nor was the Queen herse lf much better
off

, for she comp lained that her d inners were cold a matte r
of no great wonderment

,
see ing that the meat had been

brought al l the way from the bakehouse i n Peascod S treet.

Though J ames I . often res ided at Windsor
,
noth ing of

importance was done by h im there except t o insta l Prince
Henry as Knight of the Garter ; after wh ich , with hi s wonted
carefu lness

,
he attempted to reduce the absurd expend i ture

a ttached to the ceremony. He emp loy ed John Norden ,
the topographer

,
to su rvey the Honour of Windsor ; and

h is carefu l work gives the best and most accurate account ,
both by i l lustrat ions and i n wri tten matter, of the then cond i
t ion of the roya l res idence . But his son Char les left a more

se rious record on i ts anna ls . The p lague raged much in

Windso r during the first years of h is reign,
so that h i s

v is i ts were not frequen t ; but he was p resen t at the rat ifica

t ion of peace with Lou i s of France i n S t . George’s Chape l ,
when the Dean

,
and not the Archb ishop of Canterbu ry,

who was
,
neverthe less

,
present

,
adm i n i stered the oath to

the French Ambassado r, the Marqu is of Chas teneauf. I t

appears from this that the Dean held supreme spi ri tua l

power withi n the prec incts of the Church . One pa in fu l
i n ciden t occu rred abou t th i s t ime i n the ex ecut ion of one

J ohn Dean
,
a chi ld about n ine years old , for burning two

houses i n Windsor with ‘ma l i ce
,
revenge, craft , and cun

n ing.

’ This w as the youngest person ever hanged i n
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England ; and the law relat ive to the respons ibi l ity of

chi ld ren of tender years has been p ractica l ly unaltered
,

though under modern cond it ions such a sentence wou ld

scarcely be carr i ed into effect. About 1 634 the King
’s

v is i ts were more frequent ; and i t w as then that the few

al te rations
,
such as rep lac ing Queen Mary

’

s fountai n by

another
,
and rebu i ld ing the banquet i ng-ha l l

,
were made .

But t roub led t imes were approaching . The Church

wardens
’

accounts Show payment for t ra in ing the train

bands ; and r iots and d istu rbances occurred i n the King
’
s

forest
,
where Am inadab Harri son of Ockingham and others

k i l led the K ing’s deer. A less reveren t sp iri t towards the

sovereign than had obtained heretofore was ar i s ing i n the

l and
,
and Berksh i re fu l ly shared in i t. The church-res tora

t ion s of Laud and others had met with as l i tt l e favour as

had the redecorat ion of the town cross by D r. Goodman
,

a Canon of the Chapel of S t. Geo rge . And when M r.
Bagshaw of Windsor reported to the House of Commons

that troops of horse and waggon s of ammun it ion had

assembled at W indso r
,
w here the K ing was , the Commons

appointed a comm ittee for putt ing the K ingdom into a

Posture of Defence .

’

Shortly afterwards Charles went to York , never aga in to

return to Windsor free an d unfettered .

The riotous proceed ings on the borders of the forest st i l l

conti nued ; for
‘ the people i n Berkshi re adj oin ing the

Forest of Windsor have a resol ut ion speed i ly to come in a

tumu ltuou s manner and pu l l d own the pa les of the Great

Park at Windsor and soon the ‘royal borough ’ took a

decided part
,
and both subscribed towards the Sum th e

Commons had lev ied
,
and rece ived Colonel Venn w ith two

c ompani es of foot
,
w ho were sen t i n the name of the

‘ King and Par l iament ’ to ‘ take some espec ia l care of

W i ndsor Cast le .’ With h im w as another regic ide, Captain

J ohn Berkstead
,
afterwards Gove rnor of Read ing

,
and

th ither gathered ‘
Several l wel l affected gentlemen

,

’
w ho
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reso l ved that ‘ the King shou ld be prosecuted for l i fe as a

c rim ina l person and ‘ great counc i l s o f the army ’
as

semb led to cons ider i ts red uct ion . No e lement of re l ig iou s

enthus iasm was omitted to increase the fee l ing of the sec

tari es . In the d ismantled and ru i ned Chapel of St. George
‘ the dut ies of the day were performed by d ivers of the
officers

,
amongst whom there was a sweet Harmony .

The Lieutenant-Genera l (C romwe l l ) , Commissary-Genera l
I reton , Co lone l Tichburne, Colonel Hewson , Mr. Peters ,
and othe r officers , pray

’
d very ferven t ly and pathetica l ly

and thi s conti nued from n in e in the morn ing t i l l seven at

n ight.

Meanwhi le Charles , virtua l ly a prisoner after h i s surrende r

by the Scots
,
had been removed from Ho ldenby

,
where he

had l ived under the superintendence of commissioners

appointed by the Parl iamen t, to Newmarket and then to

Windsor. This was apparently at C romwel l s instigat ion ,
fo r Fa irfax d isowned it . At any rate he came here, and

a fter staying at Lord Craven’s at Caversham ,
where he

met h is ch i ldren ; then at Latimer, with the Countess of

Devonsh i re ; at Oat lands, Hampton, and Cari sbrooke (at
both of the latter he attempted h is escape) , and lastly at

Hu rs t Cast l e
,
he was again removed to Windsor

,
under an

e scort of horse . Colone l Harr i son , who commanded th is
guard of men

,
took good care lest h is pr isoner shou ld

escap e , as he had indeed arranged to do in pass ing the

woods of Bagshot . Around h im were 100 mounted sold iers ,
each hav ing h is p istol ready spanned in h is hand ; and

the inhab itants of Windso r crowded to see the unwonted

spectacle of the King brought a prisoner by h is own subj ects
to the Royal Cast le. The stem colone l of the Parl i ament

had scant reverence for the monarch . Again he was hi s

guard when removed to St . J ames’s
,
and sa t i n the same

carri age wi th the King
,

‘h is hat upon hi s head .

’ But the

earthly t rial s of Charles were soon to terminate
,
and after

H is t . W indsor,
’
vol . i i . , p . 2 19.
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the fatal 3oth of January
, 1648

-
9 , the body of the Second

Stuart was removed fina l ly to Windsor
,
there to be

interred ‘ in a decent manner
,
prov ided that the whol e

expense shou ld not exceed But here the generos ity
of the Par l i ament ceased .

So d ismant led and ru ined was the Chapel of St . George,
that the mou rners of the King recogn ised not where they
w ere .

’ They long searched for a vau l t i n which to i nter

the body , and fina l ly l ighted on one which was supposed

to contai n the bod ies of the Eighth Henry and Jane

Seymour . Here they p laced the coffin
,
with the s imp l e

i nscript ion cu t i n lead King Char les
,

No serv i ce

was read over the grave. The fanat i c Governor of the

Cast le forbade the use of the Book of Common Praye r

that had been pu t down by law,
fo r to h im ‘ i t was not

lawfu l ; and he wou ld not suffer i t to be used i n that

garrison where he commanded .

’ The j ust man knew no

mercy ; he d id on ly what he deemed his duty ; bu t the

prayers of those who fo l lowed thei r maste r to the grave

w ere none the less fervent ; and when the pal l-c lad coffin

reached the chape l’s western door , the fa l l ing storm had

made i t wh ite as the d riven snow .

’

The coffin was d iscovered and opened i n 18 13 . S ir

H
.
Ha lford

,
who was p resent , descr ibes the comp lex ion of

the face as dark and d isco loured .

‘The forehead and

t emples had l i tt le or noth ing of their muscu lar substance ;
th e cart i lage of the nose was gone ; bu t the left eye, i n the

moment of fi rst exposu re
,
was open and fu l l , though i t

van ished a lmost immed iately. The shape of the face was

a long oval
.
The hai r was th ick at the back of the head

and near ly black , that of h is heard was of a redd i sh-brown .

On ho ld ing up the head , the musc les of the neck had

ev idently contracted cons iderab ly ; and the fourth cervical

vertebra was cu t through transverse ly, leaving the substance

o f the d iv ided port ions smooth and even—an appearance

w hich could on ly have been p roduced by a heavy blow
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from a very sharp instrument, and which furn ished the last

p roof wanting to i dent i fy Charles I .
’

In 1649 ,
a Committee of the House of Commons w as

appoi nted to dec id e on the d isposal of the Royal Cast le ,
property

,
and park . A su rvey was made of a l l of i t , and

the House at fi rst d ecided tha t ‘ the Cas tl e of Windsor ,
w i th al l the Houses

,
Parks

,
and Lands there, belonging to

the State
,
be so ld for ready money but later on th i s w as

negat ived by ten votes
,
and on ly the ‘L itt le Park ’ was

s urveyed for sal e . This seems , by a letter under C romwe l l
’

s

s ea l , to have been actua l ly sold , and repurchased fo r the

P rotector .
Many pol i t i cal pr i soners

,
both old friends and old foes

,

were kep t i n du rance at the Cast le . General B rowne ,
formerly Puri tan Governor of Abingdon ,

M r . Ashbu rnham ,

and Colone l Legg, who ass isted i n the attempted escape

of Char l es from Hampton
,
Earl s Lauderdale

,
Kel ly, and

Rothes
,
and many other Scotti sh and Eng l ish pr i soners

were deta ined here. The three Earls were prisoners du ring

the whole n ine years of the Commonwea lth , w h i le numbers

of the pr ivate sold iers w ere t ransported beyond the seas .

The Lord Protector often vis ited the Cast le i n hi s latte r

days. Sum s varyi ng from 25 . to 25 . 6d . were paid fo r a

bonfi re, for the ringers , and for
‘

proclaymeinge
’ him in

1 657 ; and the Poor Knights of Windsor attended h i s

funera l in 16 58 . Whatever may be thought of his pol icy,
C romwel l h imsel f when i n power preserved rather than
d estroyed w hat was left of the Cast le, for he

‘prevented

fu rther ware and spol i at ion of the Chapel at Windsor and

elsewhere, from the t im e he possessed the H e
occas ional ly res ided there . He certa in ly kept togethe r

the endowments of the Col l ege
,
and the landed estates

were great ly imp roved in value dur ing h is adm in istrat ion .

H e i n st i tu ted a regu lar estab l i shment fo r the service of the
chape l , and attached i t to the foundat ion of the Poo r

H ist. Windsor,
’
vol . i i . , p . 282 .
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Lodge was added , as being more su i tab le for a res idence
,

and St . George’s Chape l was resto red
,
i ts east window

being fi tted with pain ted glass by West. The Castl e w as

ceas ing to be a fortress , so the sou thern and eastern d itches
were fi l led up

,
and the apartments of the north front

improved by the al terat ion of Wren’s windows . The

O rder of Kn ighthood of the Garter, now a mere honou r or
badge of d ist in ct ion, was extended to inc lude others than
the sovere ign and the twenty-five kn ights of the origina l

const i tut ion , thu s destroying that str i c t p ri nc iple of

elu s ion w hich had lasted fo r fou r centu ries , and which had

so much tended to mainta i n the h igh est imat ion i n which

the order has been held throughou t Eu rope. The cont i

nental prin ciples of the Georges d id not share th i s

d ist inctly Engl i sh feel ing of exclus iveness , and in 1805 the

las t forma l ceremony of the i nstal lat ion of the kn ights

ceased . Final ly
,
Wolsey

’
s Chapel was converted i nto a

Tomb House
,

’and here have been interred the bod ies of
P r i n ces Octavius and Alfred , chi ld ren of George I I I .

,

removed from Westm inster Abbey the Duchess of Bruns

w ick ; Princesses Ade laid e and E l i z abeth , chi ldren of the

Duke of C larence ; Princess Ame l i a ; Princess Charlotte ;
Queen Char lotte ; the Duke of Kent ; George I I I . ; the

D uke of York ; George IV. ; Wi l l iam IV . ; Princess

Augusta ; and Queen Adela ide .

The last resto rat ion of the Cast l e and i ts presen t
appearance i s d ue to the plans and works of S ir Jeffrey

Wy atvi l le i n the reign of George IV . A thorough over

hau l ing of the bu i ld ing resu l ted i n much necessary i nterna l

repai rs
,
i n the removal of useless and d i lapidated edifices

,

and the modern iz ing of the exterio r, to render i t more

su itabl e as a royal palace . The Round Tower was

he ightened 30 feet, and a watch-tower added on its sum
m it

,
thu s rendering i t a more impos ing featu re than i t had

previously been . The upper ward sti l l remained as the
abode of the Sove re ign , the eastern end conta in ing the
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private apartments
,
the northern s ide the State ga l leries

,

and the south the rooms for v isi tors . Only the royal
stables and the convers ion of the Tomb House to a

memorial chape l of the Pr ince Consort be long to the
present re ign, except the restorat ion of St. George’s
Chapel to somewhat of i ts pri sti ne character by the re

mova l of the coats of l imewash
,
pain t

,
and varn ish that had

obscu red the su rface of the o rigina l materia l s . In or near i t

now l i e the last princes of two l ines of k ings . At i ts western

end ,
w i thout the wa l l s , rests the body of Prince A lamayn of

Abyssin ia
,
son of Theodore

,
who p erished at Magda la .

The Eng l ish service had been read over father, mother,
and chi ld

,
and Eng l i sh so ld iers s tood by the grave o f

each . I n one of the southern chape l s i s Na p oleon
,
Prince

Imperia l of France . His effigy wears the un iform of an

Engl i sh art i l leryman , and , c lasp ing the sword he carr ied in
a war of Eng land’s making , the figu re l ies with the head

resting on cush ions embroidered with the ‘Golden Bees ’

of the empire .

The Wolsey Chapel , neglected after the Card ina l’s fa l l
,

fi rst came again into use w hen James I I . repaired i t for

a Roman Catho l i c service. But th is d i sp leased the peop le.

They d id not care that Pro testant i sm shou ld be professed

i n St . George’s and Romanism i n that of \V olsey ,
so

they broke the windows by way of protest
,
and th is

teach ing had its effect . Again the chape l was d isused .

I t became a schoo lhouse i n 1 742 , and later on George I I I .
made i t a ‘Tomb House .’ In thi s state i t remained unt i l

,

after the death of the Prince Consort , i t was redecorated in

i ts present form . I t i s lav i sh ly ornamented with rich

carvings in wood and a labaster , i s panel led with pol ished

marb le and pictu res i l lust rat ive of the ‘Resu rrection of

Chri st
,

’ by Baron Trinquet i ; the rich windows designed

by C layton and Be l l conta in, among sacred subj ects , the
hera ld ic bearings of the Prince

’s fam i ly s ince the year 80 1 ,
and the roof i s enriched wi th mosaic by Salviat i . The
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cenotaph , an a ltar-tomb , stands i n the centre of the nave ,
a nd i s made of Pyrenean and Sici l ian marb les

,
and sup

p orts on i ts upper s lab the marbl e effigy of the Prince clad

in medie val armour . The body i tse l f was removed thence

to Frogmore
,
when the spec ial mausoleum w as completed .

This i s a cruc i form bu i ld ing with an octagonal dome
,
con

structed i n the Romanesque sty le, and l ined with po l i shed

marble
,
and conta in s a cent ral sarcophagus of dark-grey

Aberdeen gran i te, on the upper slab of which are spaces

for two figu res
,
one of which i s occup ied by an effigy of

the Pri nce.
This term inates the l i s t of cast les proper ; bu t there

were other bu i ld ings that had been cas tel lated during the

med ie val period .

Thu s there were B eaumy s , near Sh infield, a mans ion

fort ified in 1 338 by Nicho las de la Beke (or Beche) ;
S onny ng ,

where the Sal isbury Bishops Robert and

Radulphus crene l lated the i r ep iscopal palace, st i l l in thei r

d iocese
,
in the reigns of Edward I I I . and Richard I I . ; and

the Abbey at Abingdon in the fou rth year of Edward I I I .
Each of the former was referred to as Mansum maneri i

,

’

and the latter Totum s itum Abbat i , Abbas et Conventus

d e

Of Beaumy s the romant i c story i s told by Lyons, that in

1 352 a certain John of Da lton ou trageous ly assau lted it
,

k i l l ing M ichae l de Poynings, uncle to Lord Poyn ings ,
Thomas le Clerk , and others , and carrying off, bes ides

goods and chattels to the va lue of Several pr isoners,
among w hom was Lady de la Beche.

’

The same fam i ly he ld the Manor of Aldworth and a

castel lated house there i n the re igns of Edward I . and

Edward I I . , whence one of them , S i r Edmund , was taken

as a pr isoner to Pomfret Castl e for be ing concerned in the

escape of the Lords Berk ley and Audley from the Berk

shire C astle at Wal l i ngford . Another, S i r N icholas , w as

Godw in.
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m i l i tary. The same remark appl ies to the Episcopa l

Palace at Sonn ing
,
wh ich had been the res idence of the

Saxon B ishops before the see was un ited to that of

Sherborne ; and h i ther i t w as that I sabel la of Valo is , the
w ife of Richard I I . , fled to the Church

’
s care on the depos i

t ion of her royal husband . I t remained in the hands of

the B ishops unt i l the re ign of El iz abeth , when i t reverted

to the Crown . Now i ts s i te i s on ly marked by an old ash

tree.

None of these latter bu i ld ings have been act ively concerned

in the m i l i tary h isto ry of the county . They were merely

dwel l i ng-houses capable of defence , and were rarely cal led
upon to test the i r powers i n th i s respect. The ra i son ct

’
étre

of fort resses and strong places i n Berksh i re has gone for

evermo re, i t may be devou tly hoped . Those of Farringdon,

Read ing and Newbury have left no trace even of the i r

ex istence ; Wa l l i ngford i s but a name ; and of Donn ington

Castl e there are but battered towers and ru ined wal ls.
O f them a l l Windsor alon e rema ins

,
no longer a Castl e

armed and garr isoned to overawe the land
,
bu t the p rinc ipa l

country mansion o f the Sovere ign of a loyal and law
ab id ing people .



CHAPTER VI .

I TS MIL ITARY H ISTORY—(o) ITS WARS.

THE Berkshi re fortresses have al l , at t imes , taken a more

o r less prom i nent Share i n the internal troubles of the

k ingdom and the fi rst instance in wh ich they were pu t to

a m i l i tary use was i n the struggle betw een Stephen and

Queen Mat i lda. Though the success ion to the Engl ish

throne had been sett led by Hen ry I . on h is daughter by

w i l l , his nephew S tephen usurped the Crown
,
and

,
to

appease the Barons and clergy
,
au thori z ed or perm i tted

the construct ion of castles
,
which were the head-quarters

of unscrupu lous nobles
,
with a fo l lowing of st i l l more

unscrupu lou s mercenar i es . When , therefore , the Empress
Mati lda

,
attended by the Earl of Gloucester

,
landed to

assert her rights , these became the centres of the spol i at ion ,
murder

,
and rapine that fol lowed in the foots teps of the

Civ i l War
,
which raged in a desu ltory fashion t i l l n early

the end of Stephen
’s reign .

Brian F i tz count, with M i les of Gloucester , held Wall ing

ford for the Emp ress when she set foot in England
,
and

h ither her opponen t , Stephen , came bu t, instead of attack

ing i t
,
he conten ted h imse lf w i th bu i lding a fort on i t s

eastern approach at Crowmarsh to ‘conta in ’ and check the

garr i son . Whi le he marched by Cerne and Trowbridge

to Malmesbury
,
which su rrendered to his army

,
Miles made

a sort ie and captured this ‘barb ican
,

’wh ich threatened h im

0—2
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from Crowmarsh. Bu t the King d id not return . I n 1 140

he w as at Read ing ; and , go ing by way of Ely to L incoln ,
he was taken prisoner the fol lowing year in the battl e

there.

Meanwh i l e the operat ions of the Empress met w ith

varying success . Leav ing London i n 1 141 , she proceeded

to Read ing
,
where she met D’

Oy ley of Oxford , who pro

m ised to su rrender to her the Castl e i n that town ; and

then wen t on to Winchester
,
where she was fo i led in her

attack upon the c ity
,
and reti red to Devi z es . Her brother

Robert was soon after taken prisoner
,
and eventual ly

ex changed for the K ing ; while the Empress took up her

quarters i n Oxford . But the l iberat ion of S tephen had

given new v igour to h is fo l lowers . They attacked Oxford
with such resolut ion that the Empress

,
fearing capture,

fled wi th a smal l escort
,
and

,
d ressed i n w h i te, escaped

the vigi lance of the assa i lants on a snowy n ight , and

took refuge i n Wal l ingford
,
where She met the Ear l of

Glouces te r . This cast le, with Farringdon and Newbury, w as

garrisoned by her adherents ; bu t Readi ng and Windsor

held out fo r the K ing . Around these fortresses the war

surged . I t w as essen t ial ly on e of s i eges , i n which ne i the r

party ga ined a dec ided advantage . At length Ox ford fel l ,
and Stephen , after pu rsu ing the Empress to Wal l ingford ,
w here he w as checked

,
ret i red to Wilton

,
and here, attacked

by Gloucester, hi s army was d ispersed .

H ideou s cruel t ies were v is i ted on those who were so

unfortunate as to become pri son ers . ‘They hanged up

men by the i r feet, and smoked them w ith fou l smoke .

Some were hanged up by the ir thumbs
,
others by the

head , and bu rn ing th ings were hung on to their feet.
They pu t knotted s tr i ngs about the i r heads, and writhed

them t i l l they went i n to the bra in . They pu t men i nto

pr isons w here adders and snakes and toads were c rawl ing,
and so they tormented them .

’

Sti l l the struggle went on. I n 1 145 the fortress of
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h im . He had scarcely settled down befo re i t when Hen ry ,
ra is ing the s iege of Nott ingham ,

moved to i ts rel i ef. But

the country was weary of these i nte rna l t roubles
,
and a

treaty between the be l l igerents was agreed to.
By i t Stephen re igned fo r l i fe and Hen ry w as to succeed

h im . By i t, a lso , castles that had been erected in
England were to be demol i shed , and among them were

those of Farr i ngdon and Read ing, i f they had not been
destroyed before. Newbu ry seems to have been left with

a royal garr i son and Windsor d id not apparently ex erc ise

any i nfluence over the local campa igns. On ly in the

treaty of Wal l ingford i s it ment ioned that ‘ the Tower

of London and the fortress of Windsor, with the consent

of Holy Chu rch , are de l ivered to Richard de Lucy safe ly

to be kept ; and Richard d e Lucy has swo rn , and has

del ivered h is son i n p ledge, to remai n i n the hands and

custody of the Archbishop of Can terbu ry
,
that after h is

decease he shal l d el iver the cast l e to the Duke.’

The su rv iving castl es saw l i tt l e act ive servi ce i n the re ign

of Hen ry I I . W ith h im the wave of Norman conquest

that had swept over England sank and became absorbed

i nto the land .

‘Here may be thought that the reigne of

the No rmans and Frenchmen over the realme of Englan d

tooke end ; a hundred tw ent ie two years after the com ing

in of the Conquerour ; fo r those that re igned after th is

Hen rie the second we may right l ie esteeme to be Engl ish

men
,
because they were borne ln England and u sed the

Engl ish toong
,
customes , and mauers, accord ing to the

nature and qual i t ie of the

The country remained at res t dur ing the early part of

R ichard I .’s reign ; bu t after his departu re fo r Pa lest ine i n

I 190,
the amb it ion of hi s brother John led to further broi ls ,

in w h ich Wi ndso r and Wal l ingford a lone shared . For Earl
John

,
after cal l ing a meeting at Read ing i n I 19 1 of the nobles

and c l ergy of the k ingdom , and having vain ly attempted

Hol l inshed.
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to bring abou t a meet ing wi th Longchamp
,
the ‘Chief

Just i c iar
’
during the King’s absence , at L odden Bridge ,

‘
a

safe place near Windsor Castle
,

’ fol lowed him from that

fortress to London , and there compel led h im to res ign
h i s Custod ianship of W indsor to Walter

,
Archb ishop of

Rouen , who had been sen t by R ichard to
‘ advise abou t

the kingdom .

’ I n h i s hands i t remained for two years
,

when John , after attempting, through the instrumental i ty
of Phi l ip of France

,
to s ecure hi s brother R ichard

’s pro

longed captivi ty i n Austria
,
assembled an army ‘princ ipal ly

of We lshmen and foreigners ’ and stormed i t. The Welsh ,
the rel ics of the subdued Cel t i c tr ibes

,
were largely employed

by him i n the t roubles that fo l lowed . Return ing eastward

to the lands whence the i r forefathers had been driven,

they came as a react ionary wave to check the tu rbu l ent

upr i s ings of the last storm of conquest. At last an

Engl ish King—for with a l l h is faults J ohn was that
had ca l led upon an Engl ish people to res is t the Norman
French .

Richard’s adherents rose against the usu rpat ion of power

by the Earl ; and the Archbishop of Rouen and the Bi shop

of Sal i sbu ry bes ieged the Cast le of Windsor and took i t .

Thereupon John fled to France
,
and the fortress , with those

of Wal l ingford and the Peak, were held by Eleanor the

Queen on beha l f of her son R ichardfi
" Eventua l ly John

became King
,
and

,
spending much of h is t ime at Windsor,

made many marches thence th rough Berksh i re on his way

to Reading
,
Od iham

,
and Freemantle . He seems to have

l ived wel l and studied . Reginald de Cornh i l l i s d irected to

send two sma l l casks of good wine to Windsor,
’ and a lso

the Romance of the H istory of England .

’ These reached

him by boat on the Thames , the ord inary mode of t rans i t
for merchand ise ; and to l l s were levied both on foot

passengers and on the boats fo r the support of the bridges

at Windsor
,
Eton

,
and e l sewhere a long the river. At
i f Roger de Hoveden.
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Christmas-t ide, in 1 2 13, the same Reginald was d i rected

to provide abundant cheer, and th is t ime
‘twenty tun s of

good and new wine fo r the household
,
as wel l Gascoi gny

‘i‘

as French wine
,
and fou r tuns of best wi ne for the K ing’s

own use
,
that i s to say , two of white and two of red win e

were to be del ivered before the day of the Nativ ity.

’ He

had endeavoured on his access ion to cheapen the price of
w ine

,

‘and so ,
’ says the chron ic ler,

‘ the land was fi l l ed

with d ri nk and d ri nkers .’ But h is general character had

estranged the Barons and al ienated h is peop le . Under

the gu idance of Robert Fi tzwa l ter the conspi racy agains t

the King, fo r which a l l Engl i shmen owe a debt of grat i

tude to S tephen Langton
,
the Archb ishop of Can terbury

,

d rew to a head , and
‘the A rm ie of God and the hol ie

Church ’

i
' took possess ion of London , and obl iged the

King to come to terms . He was at Od iham
, on the

borders of Berksh ire, with a poo r ret inue , and rode thence

to W i ndsor on the l oth of J une, 1 2 15. Five days later he

went to a smal l island in the Thames Oppos ite ‘ the fie ld

cal led Runimede,
’

1
L immed iately beyond the south -east

boundary of Berksh i re
,
and s igned near that anc ien t place

of counci l , and w i th i n s ight of our greatest Berksh ire

cast le, the Great Charter of Eng l i sh l iberty . The irre

spons ibl e power of the Norman invader w as fast fad ing
before the ri s ing strength of the Eng l ish peopl e and the

Engl i sh nobles .
Bu t the King w as a tra itor i n th is , as i n al l other act ions

of h is useless l ife . He had l ittl e i nterest, and no w ish at

al l , to hold the charter val id . Under cover of a papal

Bu l l which condemned i t, and w i th the ass istance of foreign

mercenaries
,
he endeavoured to regai n h is lost power. So

the Barons cal led i n the a id of France , and Lou is the

Gascony w ine, 3os . tun . French , 2-
1

2 marks . Money ! 15 t imes
more than now .

‘l' Hol inshed .

Run mea
’
e
, counci l meadow ( Introduct. Patent Rolls
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the same Henry , when Ear l of Derby, and Vere, Duke of
I re land

,
at the br idge of Radcot. These seem to have been

mere i nterludes in the general peace, or at least what

represented peace i n those old days .

The Cast le of Newbury as t ime went on ceased to have

any act ive valu e, and when the Tudors began to reign i t
no longer existed so that on ly W indsor

,
Wa l l ingford

,
and

Donn i ngton were now left to take part in the impend ing
Civi l War.

Berksh i re increased and prospered wi th more peacefu l

d ays ; and when ,
i n the reign of the third Hen ry

,
the

great wood land that had reached from W indsor even to
Hungerfo rd was d isafforested , mo re land w as b rought
under cu l t ivat ion , and numerous V i l lages p roduced better

and more frequen t roads. C ivi l iz at ion and learn ing

became more widely spread after the abol i tion of a

monast ic ism that had been u sefu l i n t roubled t imes ;
and with the increase of trade that characterised the

E l i z abethan Era arose a powerfu l m idd le class , whose
wealth equal led or s urpassed that of the nobles , and

whose po l i t i ca l power in the S tate cou ld now be no longer

suppressed . The age of the sword
,
i n home matters

at least
,
had given way to that of the pen and of

commercial enterpr i se ; and the absolute power of the

Sovereign and of feuda l ism w as an tagon i st i c to that
grow ing sp ir i t of freedom which the Reformation had

inaugu rated , and w h ich the Parl i ament of the Commons
,

as i t grew in strength , fostered . S o that du ring the early

days of the Stuart dynasty a sp ir i t antagon ist i c to the

supreme authori ty of the Crown had been gradual ly

ar i s ing. The power of the nobles had been gradual ly

l essen ing as the country became less l iabl e to invas ion by

foreign Powers, and the mercan t i l e class fel t l i ttle d isposed

to accept a ru l e that had i n i t the poss ibl e e lements of

tyrann ica l government. The representatives of the people

in Par l iament fe l t the i r power being underm ined by acts
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w hich owed thei r lega l i ty to the royal w i l l a lone
,
and to

th is they were not disposed to give unquestion ing obed i
en ce .

Thus the tens ion between the oppos ing fact ions became

dangerously stra i ned , and i t was soon apparent that any

overt act on e ither s id e m ight lead to ruptu re. The cause

soon arose. Charles I .,
desp is ing Par l iaments

,
had rarely

ca l led them together, unless for Supply ; and when he

found they were unwi l l ing to furn i sh h im w i th the requ is i te

funds
,
he reso rted to arb itrary taxation to replen i sh his ex

hausted ex chequer . O f al l these taxes that of ship money ’

was most obnox ious . I t was app l ied to a l l towns
,
w hether

in land or mar i t ime ; and in Berksh i re, not on ly was the

coun ty assessed at to provide a vesse l of 320 tons,
carry ing 1 20 men , bu t the towns of Windsor, Newbury,
Read ing

,
Abingdon and Wal l ingford were respect ively

assessed at £ 100 , £ 100, £220, £ 100 and £20.

Against thi s grievou s impos it ion the Grand Jury of the

county appealed . I t compla ined that the people had

grievances of d ivers natures deriv ing the i r authori ty from

Yr Maj e, bu t bei ng d irect ly contrary to Ylr Mat ies Lawe
establ ished i n thi s you r kingdom and among them w ere

enumerated Sh ip money, the new taxes on coa l , and conduct

money
,
and the compel l ing freemen by imprisonment and

threats to co l lect them .

I t was not alon e in th is that the King persona l ly prepared

the storm that was to w reck h is throne . The Reformation ,
with i ts s imp le form of w orsh ip , had taken a strong hold

on the m inds of the Engl ish peop le, as i t had on al l the

Teu ton ic races of Northern Eu rope . They had learned to

V iew with hatred the r i tua l and ceremon ies of the Roman

Chu rch
,
to w hich the act ive hosti l i ty of Spain , the most

bigoted of a l l i ts p rofessors , had given increased vigour.

Char les
,
under the influence of Laud—a Read ing man by

birth—had promoted a more ornate ri tual , removed the
communion tab les to the eastern end of the churches,
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and pun ished those who from consci ent ious scruples re

fused to j o i n such desecrat ions of the Sabbath
,
in the i r

opin ion
,
as games and sports , w h ich the K ing had g iven

open coun tenance to by renewing h is father’s ed ic t per

m itt ing s imi lar recreat ions on Sunday to those who attended

church .

The Puri tans became w i l l ing martyrs to these enact
ments ; and martyrdom in this , as i n al l other cases ,
s trengthened the cause an d inc reased the power of the

persecu ted . So by a cont i nued ser ies of inj ud iciou s acts

the breach widened
,
and Charles , proceed ing to Not

t ingham,
ra ised the Roya l Standard , the s igna l fo r c iv i l

wa r.

No r was the popu la r party beh indhand . The arm ies

that had been raised to pu t down the I rish rebel l ion were

ready for use and p laced under the command of Essex .

The women of London ‘gave up al l the i r p late and orna

ments of thei r houses
,
and even their s i lver th imbles and

bodk ins
,
in order to support the g ood cause against the

mal ignan ts .

’4‘

The war reached Berksh i re i n due cou rse . I n 1642 the

K ing ret i red by way of Read ing from Bren tford
,
and

thence to Ox ford .

At th is t ime Oxford was the roya l head-quarters , and
garr isoned as outpos ts to th i s town were, i n fi rst l ine,
Farr i ngdon , under Colonel L is le ; Abingdon ; Wal l ingford ,
under Colone l B lagge and Greenwel l House, under Colonel

Hawkins . Read ing, unde r Colonel M idd leton ; Newbury ;
Donn ington Cast le ; and Hungerfo rd were in second l ine .

On the other hand ,Windso r was i n the hands of the K ing
’s

opponents .

Op in ion seems to have been fair ly d ivided throughou t the
county. When the Houses of Par l i amen t dec ided that the

protestation to main ta in and defend as far as lawfu l ly I may

w ith my L ife, Power, and Estate ,’the Reformed fa ith , was ‘a

Hume.
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between him and the ‘Knights
,
Gentlemen

,
Freeholders , and

I nhabi tants of the County of Berks for the better provision

and ordering of H i s Majest ie
’s Army.

’
For by thi s instru a

ment the Sheri ff and others on behalfe of a l l the inhab i

tants of the county ’ agreed to pay for one month , by way

of loan
,
the sum of weekly

,
to be proport ionately

la id upon a l l parts of the county except the hundreds o f

Rip lesmere, Bray, Cookham ,
Benhurst , andWargrave, which

being i n ‘ the Furest ’ were at the King’s d i sposal . The

g uaranto rs agreed to make good loss or damage occas ioned

by the m isconduct of thei r men , and prom ised that there

shou ld be no manner of ‘ free quarter or b i l l et ing ’w ithou t

payment . But al l these w ise and sound regu lat ions, as

wi l l be seen , soon had to g ive way before the necess it ies

and irregu lari t i es of a prolonged c iv i l war.

I t mu st have been a hard t ime for the county, what with

Royal ist demands and Republ ican requ i s i t ions. I n 1644,

the Parl iament appo inted commiss ioners i n the i r turn ‘for

ra is ing money and forces with i n the county of Berks
,
and

for maintenance of garr ison s wi th i n the said county two

of them were Berksh i re men , bu t they d id not attempt to

levy i n the names of ‘al l the inhabi tan ts ,
’ as the Sheri ff

had done. They were Speaker Wil l iam L entha l l , Master

of the Rol l s, of Bes i ls leigh ; S ir Robert Pye, who later on

j o ined in the attempt to restore Charles I I . ; S ir Benj am in

Rudy erd , of West Woodhay, one of those Members of the

Commons who were seiz ed and impr isoned by Cromw el l ;
Edmund Dunch

,
Member for Wall ingford and for th e

county, w ho married Mary, daughte r of S i r Henry Crom

wel l Dan iel B lag rave, of Southcote, Member fo r Read ing

and Treasu rer of Berkshi re ; Richard Brow ne, Major

Genera l of Berks , Bucks , and Oxon
,
who defended

Abingdon duri ng the war, and w as Lo rd Mayor of

London in 1660 John Packer, and Robert h i s son,

of Donn ington Cast le ; Cornel ius Holland , Member for

Windsor ; and lastly, S i r Franci s Pole, R ichard Wh ite
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head
,
Henry Martin

,
Peregri ne Hobby

, Tanfield Vache l l
,

and Wi l l iam Ba l l , most of whom were
‘ sequestrators ’ a lso .

The Ear l of Essex was appointed to the command of

th e army of the Par l iament, and assured the House that

he wou ld never desert the cause,
‘ as I have any blood

i n my veins , unti l th is k ingdom may be made happy by a

blessed peace (which i s a l l honest men
’s p rayer) or to have

an end by the sword .

’

The campaign of 1643 opened on the 1 5th Apri l by an

advance of the Parl iamentarians on Reading with

foot and horse . The town was invested
,
batteries

were bu i l t and armed ; but Maj or Vavasou r, making a

p rematu re effort to sto rm the defences
,
was beaten back

on the 22nd Apri l . Abou t thi s date the King , with forty

five troops of horse, n ine regiments of foot , together with

d ragoons and art i l lery, attempted i ts re l i ef, moving fi rst

from Oxford to Wa l l ingford . He marched thence i n two

columns ; the right, under Colonel Ruthorn, on Read ing ,
the left

,
led by himse l f, on Caversham ,

i ntend ing to t e

concentrate before the beleaguered c i ty.

They found the enemy ready to receive them
,
hav ing

enclosed thei r s iege works so as to prevent thei r being

taken i n reverse ; and turn ing part of thei r s iege art i l lery

on thei r assa i lants , they made a vigorou s offens ive move

ment aga inst the rel ieving army, one portion of which was

t ry ing to force the br idge at Caversham . Both attempts

fai led
,
that at Caversham with heavy loss , though supported

by the fi re of some twenty-fou r pounders ; an d the Roya l i sts

therefore fe l l back on Oxford , w here the garri son of

Read ing
,
after i ts su rrender l ater i n the year

,
j o ined i t.

The Royal ist so ld ie ry were robbed to some exten t when

leaving the town
,
a proceed ing that bore evi l fru i t ; for

‘whether th i s
,
or the unru l iness of the common so ld iers

,

produced a breach of the art ic les , i t was the origi n of, and

became an excuse for, mu tual inj ust ice du ring the cont inu

ance of the war, and particu la rly at the su rrender of
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Br istol .’ Reading rema ined i n Par l i amentary hands unti l

a fter the fi rst batt le of Newbu ry.

Governor Blagge of Wal l ingfo rd showed l itt le cou rtesy

to h is opponents . Though when Earl s Lindsay, Hol land ,
and Bedford came to h im on the i r w ay to see the King at

Oxford
,
with the view of j o in ing his fact ion (which they

d id not do) , he received them with a l l honou r ; on the other
hand

,
he kept wait ing outs ide h is gates

,
and afterwards

rece ived most haughti ly, those members of the Lords
,

Commons
,
and Scott ish party who had been depu ted by

the Parl iamen t to consu l t h is Maj es ty as to terms of peace.
The pr inc ipal scene of act ion had i n the meantime

sh i fted to the west . There the armies of the K ing had

tri umphed , for Waller, who had been sent to check the

Roya l i st successes , was beaten at Lansdown and Dev iz es ,
and had to fa l l back on B r i stol . This town fe l l to Prince

Rupert i n Ju ly and whi l e Wal ler was al lowed to ret ire to

London , the Roya l i s t army , which Charl es h imsel f had

j o ined
,
then sat down befo re Gloucester

,
wh ich was held by

Governo r Massey. I t w as the on ly p lace i n the wes t w hich

now held a Puritan garr i son
,
and the cont inued success of

the enemy had so a larmed the Parl i ament
,
that Essex

hurri ed to the rel ief of the beleaguered town ; bu t when , on
h is app roach from London by Co lnbrook

,
Aylesbury

,

Chipping Norton
,
and Stow-in-the-Wold

,
the Royal ists

ra ised the s iege, he, feel ing h imsel f defici ent i n art i l lery
,

attempted to retu rn to the capi ta l .

This led h im back to Berkshire, as he ev idently wished

to p lace the Thames , and poss ibly the Kennet also , if

necessary
,
betw een h im and h is opponen t . But Char les

forestal led him . Mov ing on ‘ inner l i n es
,

’ he reached

Newbury, and , occupy ing the low ground on the sou th s ide

of the town , was on the flank of the Pur i tan General’s l ine

of march i f he attempted to pass h im by the road over the

Wash and Greenham Common . Thus was brought abou t

the fi rst battl e of Newbu ry
, on the 20th September, 1643.
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the left wing
,
whi le Skippon l ed the r ight , waited qu ietly

for daybreak .

‘And y ou tha t know the ga ins at New berry
Seeing the Genera l , how undaunted ly
He then encouraged you for England

’
s righ t

When Roy a l forces fled he s tood the fight .
Charles had reached Newbury from Evesham by North

leach
,
Farr ingdon , and Wantage ; and , du ri ng h is march ,

had sought to harass and delay that of h i s opponent by

the caval ry act ion under Rupert at Aldbourne. Hav ing
encamped i n the fields south of the town

,
he must e i ther

have al lowed h is adversary to pass by along the high

ground of the Wash Common,
o r

,
taking the i n i t iat ive

,

have at tacked h im . He decided on the latter cou rse .

Advancing his right wing against the strong pos it ion

occupied by Essex’s left—a l l the stronger for such troops

as hi s because i t was rendered i ntricate by hedgerows
,
and

therefore better su i ted to steady trainbands than mounted

caval iers—he threw forward h is arti l lery on the high ground

of the common , and gradual ly extended h is l ine of batt le
down the southern s lopes of the Wash . His guns may

have been entrenched on the common the n ight befo re
, but

th is seems doubtfu l . There were numerous i ndependen t
l eaders who fought under the Roya l banners withou t any

special command , and among these w ere Lords Fa lkland

and Carnarvon , who fel l upon the field ; bu t Lord Forth

held supreme command unde r the King
,
whi le S i r Nicho las

Byron and P r ince Rupert ‘ordered ’ the i n fantry and

caval ry respect ivelv . The offensive movement of the

Royal right had been covered and p rotected by an advance
of Rupert’s cava l ry. Ascend ing the s lopes they had tu rned

Sharply to thei r r ight, and , los ing al l contro l , charged w ith

desperate ardou r and impetuos ity against the steel-clad

p ikemen .

The K ing’s guns were masked by th is w i ld advance
,
and

‘Ba t tles of Newbury ,
’
p . 23 .



[ts Wa rs . 147

here Falk land fe l l . But the days of ind ividua l fighti ng were

fast pass ing away, and giv i ng p lace to the combined action

of bod ies of troops working to a common end . Al l the

fool ish dash of ‘
officers fl inging off thei r doublets i n

bravado
,
and leading on thei r men i n thei r sh irts ’ against

cold shot and bright stee l
,
mus t fa i l i n the long-run i f the

infantry wi l l bu t stand fi rm . A nd so these Roya l ists found .

There i s something almost p i t i fu l in the boyish enthus iasm

of these brave cava l i ers when the resul ts of thei r efforts are
cons idered . Beyond the temporary forc ing back for a very

short d istance the enemy’s left cen tre, they influenced the

fight not at a l l . For
‘ the c ity red and b lue regiments ,

’

moving from the right
,
ascended the southern s lopes .*

Thei r serried l ines stood undaunted and conquerors

against al l
,
and l ike a grove of p ines in a day of wind

and tempest
,
they on ly moved thei r legs

,
heads

,
or arms

,

but kept their foot ing su re .

’ This counter -attack, th i s

offens ive return ’ by Ski ppon,
was made on the b roken or

d isordered centre of the King’s l ine of batt le. By the mere

effect of marching forward now i t had cut the army in two ,
exposing i ts severed fract ions to flank attacks un less i t fe l l

back. So fal l back i t d id , beaten .

I t had tota l ly fai led i n i ts p roposed effort . I t had

moved from Evesham to defeat Essex , or at least prevent

h i s march to London . I t had done nei ther, and i t had

su ffered severely
,
more espec ia l ly in great leaders and

ch iefs even the field was l eft to the enemy, for the cava lry

had crossed to Speen
,
and the in fantry had reti red with in

the town . Besides Fa lk land , the Ear ls of Sunderland and

Carnarvon had fa l len ; and i t was re lated , even as late as the

ear ly part of the last century, that there were those then

l iving who had seen the latter
,
before the batt le, r id ing gai ly

with h i s d rawn sword through Newbury streets , and laugh

i ngly taking measu re of a gate , through which the Par l i a

mentary genera l s were to be led when made pri soners
,
to

Ba t tles of Newbury ,
’

p . 32 .
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s ee i f i t were wide enough to take the i r horns.’ But they
w ere as l i tt le l i ke ly to su rrender withou t a fight as any

Royal is t i n Newbury ; they were of the same Eng l ish stu ff,
a nd so the Earl found

,
for he w as brought back the next day

dead , carr i ed across the back of a horse ‘ l i ke unto a cal f.’

The batt le was pract ica l ly lost
,
and so, too , was Falkland ,

the Secretary of S tate. He was the one man who seems to

have fe l t i n a l l i ts fo rce the evi l of the C ivi l War ; and h i s

hones ty and stra ightfo rw ardness in oppos i ng the detested

tax of ship-money Show s he was no mere partisan. His

p it i fu l cry fo r Peace ’ shows with what deep regret he h im

se l f had d rawn the sword . No one more sorrowfu l ly recog

n i sed the extreme d ivergence of op in ion which left the

opponents n ei ther choice nor arb ite r. He saw ,
but wi th no

l ight heart , that there was no other way out of the tangl e

bu t to cu t the Gord ian knot . The d isease of severe

po l i t i ca l d isagreement had to be cu red by co ld shot and

sharp stee l
,
and Fa lk land was one of those who mou rned

ove r the painfu l need . But h i s sorrow and regret d id not
check h im i n h i s path of duty. He led h is ga l lant troopers

against the hedgerows
,
where Essex stood

,
with a l l the

dauntl ess courage of one who feared not death
,
l ike a

val iant gentleman of England .

‘ I am weary of the t imes
,

’

he said on the morn ing of the fight,
‘and foresee much

m isery to my country bu t I bel ieve that I sha l l be ou t of i t
ere n ight.’ So h i s present iment was fu lfi l led , and his dead

body, after resting a whi le i n Newbury, w as removed to

Oxford .

Essex , too, on that hard-stri cken fi eld
,
in a l l the triumph

of victory
,
fe l t i t was not al l j oy

,
when

,
saddened

,
and

look ing over the wide-spread scene of carnage
,
he ‘p rayed

fervent ly that peace m ight once more shine upon the land .

’

He w a s up bet imes on the 2 15t
,
and steadfastly adheri ng

to the plan on which he had determ ined
,
cont i nued hi s

march to London. He passed— though not unmolested
,

‘Ba tt les of Newbury ,’p. 41 .
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Parl i amentary t roops
,
but left the p lace . This town w as

of very great importance to the Roya l i sts because of

i t s proxim i ty to Oxford , and from i ts posi tion between
the advanced posts of Farringdon and Wa l l ingford ; yet

on the approach of Essex the garri son abandoned i t wi th

out apparent ly su ffic i en t cause ; and fi rst General C raw

ford , and then Genera l Browne, assumed command of the

tow n . Roya l is t Co lonel B lagge of Wa l l ingford Cast le w as
made of more tenacious stu ff ; he Showed h imself a dashing

and enterpri sing
,
i f not always a successfu l

,
commander

,
and

kept h i s sold i ers’hands i n by constant forays . Thus though

Crawford
,
w ho was short of food

,
foraged sheep from

under the very wa l l s of the Cast le
,
h i s adversary

,
watching

h is opportuni ty
,
later on assa i led a party of eighty horse

that was marching to Aylesbu ry
,
under Crawford himsel f

,

with his troop of 1 20 men
,
and defeated them with loss .

B lagge h imse lf was wounded , but thi s d id not check h i s

ardour. Though a detachmen t foraging from Wa l l i ngford

was assa i led by Captain Tom l inson and driven back
,
another

moving on Greenwe l l House
,
which w as besi eged

,
re l ieved

i t and forced thei r adversaries to withdraw. Bu t Browne
,

stung by this reverse
,
himse lf advanced against i t the fol

lowing spring
,
and made the p lace surrender ; i ts garr ison

then joined that of Wal l ingford .

Thus the early part of the year 1644 saw nearly the

who le of Berkshi re i n the hands of the Par l i ament. Windso r
,

Newbu ry
,
and Abingdon he ld Puritan garrisons and on ly

Farr ingdon
,
Donn i ngton ,

and Oxford those of the King .

Matters had not been p rogress ing for the Roya l cause .
The Scots and Roundhead s had un ited on Marston Moo r

,

and had there given batt le to Rupert . They owed the ir

v ictory to some exten t to a man with a heavy face
, an

ungainly manner
,
but a stern enthusiast ; who , as Genera l

C romwe l l
,
was to Share in the next batt le in Berkshi re

,

and , as the Lord Protecto r
,
to ru le i t afterwards

,
an d

Eng land
‘ too . He had given proofs of mil i tary aptitude at
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Gainsborough the year before
,
and now made another mark

as a bo ld leader. But i t was indirect ly owing to the

second batt le of Newbury that he assumed a defin ite

pos it ion ; for after i t came that quarre l with the Earl of

Manchester, which , among other th ings, led to the forma

t ion of the ‘
new mode l army

,

’ that terrib le weapon which
in strong Cromwe l l’s hands was to smash in pieces the
arm i es of the second Stuart .

The batt le was brought abou t in th is manner . Waller

having been defeated in the M id lands at C ropredy Bridge,
h is army, as an offens ive force, practica l ly ceased to exi st ;
so Rupert had i t a l l h i s ow n way there. Essex

,
too , who

had moved against the Roya l i sts under Mau rice in the south

west, was cooped up in Cornwa l l by the combined forces of

Mau r i ce and the King ; and though Ba lfour , with the horse,
got away

, and Essex himse lf escaped to P lymouth, Ski ppon

was ob l iged to surrender with arms
,
arti l lery

, and baggage .

Thus the gleam of sunshine that had fo l lowed the Parl i a

mentary cause after the rai s ing of the siege of Gloucester

d isappeared . The re l i cs of Wa l ler
’

s army were reorgan

i z ed
,
and

,
j o ined with that of the Ear l of Manchester

from the Eastern Count ies , were to advance to the re l ief of

Essex
,
whi le a force under Co lone l Midd leton was to harass

Rupert i f he moved sou thward to a id the King. On hi s

way he was to red uce the strongho ld of Donn ington Castle.

The autumn of 1644 showed the forces thus d istributed .

The King
,
retu rn ing from the west, was at B landford ;

Rupert w as co l lect ing forces at Bri sto l ; but the Roya l i s t

garrisons of Bas ing
,
Donnington , and Banbu ry were closely

i nvested .

On the other s ide , Midd leton had ineffectua l ly attempted
to storm Donn ington , and had moved west, to be defeated

and driven to Sherborne , whence he j o ined Essex at

Portsmouth . The s iege was then undertaken by Co lonel

Horton
,
Browne’s Adj utan t General at Abingdon .

Wa l ler was at Andover
,
where

,
attacked by Charles, he
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fe l l back to Bas ingstoke
,
and j o ined the main army at

Reading . Essex
,
who had co l lected an army at Ports

mouth
,
had a lso reported h imse lf a t Read ing, and lay s ick

at Sw a l low field ,
Manchester’s headquarters . C romwe l l ,

leaving Banbury
,
had also j o ined Manchester, who now

had a large and we l l-appointed force under h is command

and
,
informed of the weakness of the King, p repared to

advance again st h im .

Meanwhi le Charles had marched to Sal i sbu ry
,
and thence

by Andover
,
Whitchu rch

,
and Kingsclere, to Newbu ry.

Thi s movemen t natu ra l ly rai sed the s iege of Donn ington .

To re l ieve Banbury was the K ing
’s next care

,
and for thi s

pu rpose a force was despatched th ithe r u nder the Ear l of

Northampton . Bas ing had in the in ter im been ga l lant ly

rel ieved and reprovis ioned by Co lone l Gage
,
who had

marched by way of Wa l l ingford and Aldermaston , and

then retu rned to Oxford
,
after a dashing sk i rmish

,
laden

with booty and pri soners . Thus so far the Roya l i st p lans

had succeeded . The bes ieged p laces had been re l ieved ;
and , though Rupert had not yet joined h im ,

the King had

concentrated a l l h is avai lable fo rces at Newbu ry. But the

detachments he had made had serious ly weakened h im ,

and the delay in h i s movements had given h is adversaries

amp le t ime to concent rate a force more powerfu l than h is .

Hence i t was that
,
though operating o ffensively unti l

now
, he was compe l led to assume the defens ive ; and

tak ing up a posit ion north of Newbu ry, fac ing chiefly north

and north-west
,
he prepared to awai t attack . Manchester

was qu i te prepared to t ry conc lus ions with h im
,
and

march ing by way of A ldermaston, Padworth , and Buckl e

bu ry Heath
,
encamped on C lay H i l l , over looking the

Roya l i s t right wing at Shaw ; whi le, i n London ,
‘shops

were c losed
,
the people rushed to the chu rches

,
and a

so lemn fast was orda ined to seek the b less ing of the Lord

on the com ing

Bat t les of Newbury ,
’
p . 126.
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was dec ided to despatch Cromw el l and Wal ler on the

a fternoon of the 26 th with the bu lk of the force to move
by Cold A sh

,
Prior’s Cou rt, Chieveley, and North Heath

(where they would ha l t) , and then , on the 27 th, by Winter
b ourne Church and Boxford to W ickham Heath ; whence

they wou ld face the King’s left at Speen .

To cover this flank march
,
and to keep the enemy in

ignorance of i t, Manchester was to attack h im vigorous ly at

Shaw ; and , when he heard the sound of Wa l ler
’s guns ,

to push his assau l t to the very u tmost .

Thus , on the 27 th ,
at day break , he attacked the extreme

right of the enemy by cross ing over a temporary br idge,
made during the n ight

,
at the foot of Clay H i l l ; but

though there was no lack of bravery
,
the force was too

sma l l to effect any impress ion . Sti l l desu ltory fighti ng
was kep t u p during the d ay ; unt i l , at four o

’c lock, he

heard the we lcome sound of Waller’s a rti l lery brought

faint ly to h im on the even ing breez e .

Joyfu l ly forming h is men into tw o co l umns
,
he advanced

agains t Shaw . The right was to attack the gardens and

mans ion i tse l f
,
the left the vi l lage . The Pu ri tans advanced

with bravery and cool determinat ion
,

* but though both

attacks were pushed with the greatest ga l lantry
,
the steel

c lad men fe l l back in some d i sorder
,
l eav ing a colou r and

two ‘ drakes ’ on the hard-fought fie ld . Sti l l
,
they had

fu l ly done thei r work . I t w as almost hope less to expec t to

carry such strong ly fort ified posts by a frontal attack , and

yet no other cho ice was left them . But though they fai led

to gai n possess ion of the defences , they none the les s

deta ined there a very strong force , and at on e t ime mus t

have kept inact ive the King
’

s centre too.

Cromwe l l
’s movement had meanwh i le been effect ively

comp leted . His march to North Heath , where he ha lted

for the n ight of the 26 th , had been ent i re ly unopposed

bu t on pass ing over the h igh ground the next day, the

Clarendon, iv. 548.
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Parl i amentarians were seen by the garri son of Donnington ,
and S ir John Boys sent a sma l l party of cavalry to check

them . They cou ld effect l i tt le ; so that short ly after noon

the enemy
’

s art i l lery arrived within range of the Roya l i s t

pos i t ion on Speen Hi l l , and by three o
’c lock the army had

deployed for batt le . Wa l ler commanded i n chief, with

Skippon in charge of the in fantry
,
and Si r Wi l l iam Bal fou r

and Cromwe l l i n command of the r ight and left wings of

the horse. They extended apparent ly from Stock C ross

across the Bath road to the va l ley of the Kennet ; and ,
though thei r fi rst attack was checked

,
reinforcements were

hurried up
,
and soon the entrenchments were captu red .

The guns that had been lost i n Cornwa l l were recovered

and the sold iers , c l app ing thei r
‘ hats on the touch-holes,

embraced them with tears of j

The cavalry pushed vigorous ly forw ard
,
and converted

the retreat into a rou t. The right wing
,
mov i ng rap id ly

along the h i l l-s lopes
,
debouched on to the open fie lds , and

charged the reserve near the King, who , for a t ime , ran an

imm inent ri sk of cap tu re. But the squad rons of S i r J oh n

Cansfield and Lord Bernard Stuart hu rried to his as

s i s tance
,
and there fresh t roops d rove back the d isordered

Pu ri tan cava lry to the cover of Skippon
’
s p ikemen and

musketeers .

The left wing of the horse had not been id le . Though
the guns of Donn ington Cast le are said to have opened

fi re towards thi s part of the fie ld
,
they do not appear to

have exerc i sed any te l l ing influence . Cromwe l l , on h is

advance
,
met with B enet t’s cava l ry brigade , which formed

part of the Roya l i st cent re
,
and d ispersed them ; bu t

h i s d i sordered squadron were d riven back by the Earl

of C leve land’s brigade
,
under Lord Goring, and had

,

l i ke Wa l ler’s cava lry
,
to take refuge under Sk i ppon

’

s

infant ry
,
w ho routed the assai lants wi th loss. I t i s only

another example of the effect o f fresh squadrons on others

Ludlow ’

s
‘Memo i rs from ‘Ba t tles of Newbury .

’
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d isorgani z ed by charging ; and a lso on the fact that

s teady i nfantry have nothing to fear from the mounted

arm . Throughou t al l th i s , the dec i s ive portion of the

action
,
noth ing i s more noteworthy than the coo l , col lected

action of Sk ippon
’

s infantry . Cava lry charges may d istu rb

an enemy , bu t wi l l not themselves win a battl e ; and i f

vigorous ly attacked when in d isorder
,
they are help less

to ral ly
,
except under the cover of the muskets of the

i n fantry.

Night w as com ing on
,
and the battl e was pract ica l ly

ended . Numbers had fled i n to the town of Newbury, and

the rest had fa l len back
,
covered by the Castl e of Donn ing !

ton
,
and the fortified houses of Shaw . The battl e was a

d rawn fight as far as i ts immed iate resu l ts went, but the loss

to the Roya l i st s had been severe ; they had been rough ly
hand led on the i r left

,
and they had checked

,
withou t e ither

rout ing or demora l iz i ng Manchester
’

s force . So the n ight w as

spen t i n re-organi z ing the scattered t roops on both s ides

and the King
,
decid ing on retreat

,
d i rected the i n fantry an d

cava l ry
,
under the command of Pri nce Mau ri ce , to march

by Snelsmore Common and Compton to Wal l ingford and

Oxford
,
whi le a l l the art i l l e ry and heavy baggage were left

under the care of the garr ison and guns of the Castl e at

Donni ngton .

The fight had been necessar i ly d islocated on the part

of the Parl i amen tarians . Un ion was a lmost imposs ib le ;
and at the end of the day

,
thei r fo rce at Shaw was ignoran t

of w hat had been the resul t of the turn ing movement on

the Speen sid e . Sti l l
,
to the Parl iamentarian s i t was a

p ractical success
,
and right ly so. They had not been

defeated
,
and the enemy had left the fie ld to them . We l l

m ight the Commissioners write (to the Derby House

Comm i ttee) ,
‘Wee des i re to give God the g lory of th i s

v ictory, i t being H i s w orke, and upon H is day.

’

I t was late on the morn ing of the 2 8th before any

attempt at pu rsu i t was organ i z ed , and i t i s diflficult not to
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they offered no molestat ion , and
‘the K ing lay that n ight

at Donnington Cast le
,
and al l the army abou t The

next day he removed the Crown, Great S ea l , and d ivers

j ew el s and papers from the Cast le ; and , taking away al l

th e guns fo r which he had transport
,
once more bade

ad ieu to the ga l l an t S ir John Boys . He marched by

Bu rford and Shefford to Lamborne , quarter ing h is troops
between that vi l l age and Wantage bu t , after a short rest,
he pushed on to Marlborough and Ty field .

Here i t was dec ided to re-p rov is ion Bas i ng
,
and to S i r

Hen ry Gage was the m iss ion entrusted. To support h im

the army moved to Hungerford ; and , the re l i ef having

been effected
,
Charles retu rned by Great Shefford

,
Wantage

,

and Farr ingdon , where he left the army and went to

Oxford . He had thought of attacking Ab ingdon on the

way
,
bu t had given up the idea ; bu t Rupert , l eft a lone ,

t ried i t
,
and was beaten off and, w hen the army went into

winter quarte rs
,
j o ined Charles at Oxford .

Mancheste r had remain ed id le . He moved out of

Newbury i n a hal f-hearted way
,
as i f to i nterfere between

Bas ing and Gage’s rel i ef-party by way of Kingsc lere ; but

hearing of the occupat ion of Hungerford , he fel l back on

Aldermaston
,
p ropos ing to take that way of reach ing

Basing. Bu t he withd rew the Par l i amentary force instead ;
and then moved leisu re ly enough by Padworth to Buckle

bu ry .

Berksh ire had su ffered deeply i a the campa ign of 1644.

The whole county was ‘ i n a m iserable cond i t ion ; hard ly

a sheep
,
hen

,
hog , oats , hay, wheat, or any other th ing fo r

man to feed on
,

’ was left i n al l the d istrict round .

One of the resu l ts of the second batt le of Newbu ry w as

the quarrel that occu rred between Manchester and C rom

wel l . The latter accused h i s chie f of coward ice pract ical ly,
i n a l lowing the Roya l army to escape w i th a l l i ts guns , and

for refusing to a l low h im to pursue with h i s cava l ry ; and ,

Ba t tles of Newbury ,
’
p . 149.
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a s has been shown , there i s every reason for bel ieving that

the Ear l had d isp layed want of vigour, to say the very least .
Mu tua l recr im inat ion tended to widen the b reach ; unt i l at

l ength
,
by the ‘ se lf-denying ordnance,

’ Essex
,
Mancheste r

,

Wa l ler
, and others were compel led to res ign thei r commands ,

and Fai rfax became the head of the army. With h im was

sti l l associated Cromwel l . For when the former proceeded

to Windsor to make arrangements for the formation of the

new model army ,
’ Cromwe l l , w ho,

l ike the others
,
shou ld

have been deprived of h is command , w as met there by a

d ispensation pro longing his services forty days longer to

intercept Rupert , who was march ing to re l i eve the King at

Oxford . Drakes and other ordnance were sen t from

Windsor to Abingdon
,
and Fairfax himsel f marched

through Read ing and Newbury on hi s way to Taunton
,

and again halted at Newbu ry on his retu rn to besiege

Oxford .

Thus
,
in May

,
1645, Windso r, Abingdon , and Reading

were in the hands of the Parl iament, and Farringdon ,

Wal l ingford
,
and Donn ington sti l l in those of the K ing.

Between the garri sons of these p laces there were many

raids and ski rm ishes, and i n these Governo r B lagge, of

Wa l l ingford
,
that a lert and dar ing sold ier, took a lead ing

part ; but, on the whole, the advantage lay with the

K ing
’

s enem ies .
Co lonel Baxter

,
who held Read ing, advanced against

Wa l l ingford
,
but thought h is chances of success sma l l

, and

fe l l back again . Captain Barker, of Wa l l ingford , pu rsued

h im with h i s troop of 1 20 horse, and defeated hi s rear

guard
,
taking thi rty prisoners ; so Bax ter tu rned at bay

and took h im pr i soner with h is spoi l , and twenty-five men

and fi fty horses bes ide. Then B lagge, p icking up a

rei nforcement at Donn ington , made a dash at Kintbu ry, to

retu rn with a loss of twenty men and horses and Co lone l

Lowe
,
of Wa l l i ngford— there be ing a party of P arl iamen

t arians i n the vic in i ty—w as next despatched to defeat i t,
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to be aga in beaten by General B rowne
,
of Abingdon

,
with

a loss of fi fty men .

Co lone l Barkstead became Governor of Read ing i n due

cou rse , and was near ly captu red by one of B lagge
’
s forag

ing part ies. This rest less Roya l i s t a t t imes
’

sought for
even more act ive work , and commanded the fi rst tert i a of
the th i rd brigade in the King

’

s army i n Cornwa l l . While

he was away , Cromwel l
’

s horse defeated those of t he

Ear l of Northampton at I s l ip ; bu t a troop was sen t from

Wa l l i ngford , jo in ing one from Farr ingdon and another from

Oxford , on ly to find that astute genera l had gone. One

of the most remarkab le po ints abou t th i s extraord inary

campaign is the want of un ion between the forces
,
and

the genera l inact iv i ty of the arm i es after success . Though

Manchester had fa ir ly beaten Char les at Newbu ry
,
he

seems to have a l lowed h im
,
none the less

,
the free run

of the d istrict . Whether from po l i cy or fear, he d id not

i n terrupt h im i n removing the guns from Donnington
, or

d is tu rb Gage
’

s march to Basing . B lagge, as w e have seen
,

was a lso ab le to march to Kintbury and retu rn . I n fact
,
the

pro longation of the war was due ent i rely to these errors
.

C romwe l l alone seems to have recogn ised the necess i ty of

str ik ing hard and st riking quickly .

No two p laces exerc ised a greater influence on the war

than Bas ing and Donn ington. The former
,
Cromwel l’s

energy had seiz ed and destroyed . After three day s
’ fierce

fight i ng he cou l d thank God that he ‘ had given a good

accoun t of Bas ing ,
’
and i t w as h is influence that led to the

final s iege of Donn ington by Colone l Dalbier. Da lb ier

was u sed to hard knocks ; he had been wounded in

N ewbu ry fight
,
and again from a musket-shot fi red through

a loophole at Bas ing. I n November , 1 645, he p lanted

h imse lf b efore S ir John Boys in the meadow that sti l l

bears h i s n ame
,
and in March , 1646 , had given a su ffic iently

good account of Donn ington too. For i t fe l l
, notw i th

stand ing the bri l l ian t defence of i ts most gal lant Governor ;
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with his fr i end s
,
when a party of t roopers , headediby three

offi cers , broke into the house and carried away the va luables

and eight horses . Even fr iend ly towns su ffered . For ‘these

gratefu l Rebel ls to make the i r accompt j us t, they

took a farewel l survey of thei r deare Soc iety at Newbury ,
and for a Farewe l l p lundered the towns most equal ly,
l eav ing them to contemp late the Reward of Rebel l ion

,
wh ich

i s to be used worse by those for whose sake they have been

most sed it ious .’ This was attr ibuted to the ‘Redd ing

forces
,

’who acted in a mos t dep lorable manner, and that

honest old S i r Francis Knowles , the anc ientest Parl i ament
man in England , had much p rejud ice done to h is houses

and thei r tenants in January
,

The want of an

organ iz ed system of supp ly and transport threw the whole

burden of support ing the war i n these respects on the c iv il

popu lat ion . The evi l s were confined to ne ither s ide in

part icu lar ; and the sold iers, being but human , were com

pelled to forage for their own subs istence. I t w as one of

the unavoidabl e evi ls of war conducted on unsc ien t ific

pr inciples .

Trade w as necessari ly paralyz ed . Carriers from London

to Wiltsh ire, after en ter i ng i n to a composi t ion with S i r

John Boys at a charge of £3 a waggon , were captured and

recaptured by other o fficers
,
and had to pay each t ime.

On another occas ion a party of C loth iers , on payment of

£400, rece iv ing a safe-conduct from Governor Lloyd of

Dev iz es
,
were se iz ed and taxed by the Commandant at

Donn ington to the same amount ; to be again stopped at
Wal l ingford , and mu lcted £10 a bale. Veri ly these were

troubled t imes for quiet traders , and i t w as t ime the w ar
shou ld cease.

The K ing had been busy
,
and

,
at fi rst, successfu l in the

north ; wh i le Fa irfax , from Newbury, had laid s iege to

Oxford . When Charles advanced the s iege w as raised ;
Naseby was fought , and the King then returned to

Ox ford . The b rave S i r Henry Gage had been mortal ly
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wounded at Cu lham during a sort ie from Abingdon ; and

this was not the on ly heavy loss that Charles cou ld mourn .

Soon the Western armies of the Roya l i sts were defeated

a lso
,
and Bristol

,
with Rupert, fe l l . I t was Fairfax who

had done these th ings , and he w as return ing to capture

Oxford
,
where the King had taken re fuge whereupon h is

Maj esty fled to Scot land , and the war was p ractica l ly at

an end . Wa l l ingford and Farringdon were now the on ly

towns in Berkshire i n Roya l ist hands. The latter
,
held by

S i r Marmaduke Rawdon , had been unsuccessful ly attacked

by C romwe l l
,
though i ts chu rch tower had suffered and in

a sk i rmish short ly after at Radcot Bridge he took Co lonels

Littleton and Vaughan prisoners . The great house of

Farringdon had been defended by S ir John Pye against a

force led by his ow n father-in-law, Co lonel Hampden .

Bu t at length i t
,
as we l l as Ox ford , surrendered Wa l l ing

ford a lone finding
,
in Co lone l B lagge, a hero as determined

as S ir J ohn Boys of Donn ington , for that Cast le was the

last fortress in Berkshi re to surrender to the Parl iamen t.
I n due course the King was tr ied and beheaded ; and

one Berkshire man at least, Samuel Fe l l , Dean of Chri st

Church
,
Oxford

,
and Rector of Sunn ingwe l l

,
i s said to

have d ied of gr ief when he heard of hi s royal master’s

ex ecut ionfl‘ Donn ington Cast le was in ru in s, that of Wal

l ing ford was d ismant led and thus , with the Civi l War, two

more of the Berkshi re fortresses, to al l intents and pu rposes ,
ceased to be.

Never was there a pol i t ical s truggle in which family had

been d ivided more against family
, or where men had more

frequent ly changed s ides . Of the Percys of Northumber
land

,
Lord Henry had j o ined the King , whi le his e lder

brother
,
the Earl

,
was for the Parl iament . Lord Hol land

changed from Par l i ament to King
,
and back again , and

th en j o ined i n the abort ive ri s ing in favou r of Char les I I .

at K ingston-on-Thames , the l ast blow struck in the Civi l
‘H is t . Marlborough .

’

I I— Z
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War. Captain Charles Fleetwood had rema ined a staunch

Repub l i can
,
marry i ng Cromwel l’s daughter, Ireton

’s widow

but he was instrumental i n bringing about the res ignat ion

of R ichard Cromwell
,
and thu s paving the way for the

return of Charles I I . Midd leton and Massey both became

Roya l ists even tual ly, notwithstand ing the share they had

taken with the oppos ite s ide ; and there are n umerous othe r

names
,
bes ides these , of men who fought in Berkshi re ,

who had a s im i lar d i fficu l ty in making up thei r minds .
The sequestrators of the ‘Del inquents” estates were

general ly Berkshire men . They were S ir Franci s Pi l e
,

Member for the County
,
son of the fi rst Baronet

,
who had

been created by Charles I . S i r Franc is Knol lys
, son of

Queen El iz abeth
’

s treasu rer
,
who held the farm of Battle at

Read ing
,
l ived in the Abbey House there , and was Member

both for the County and the Borough at d i fferen t t imes ;
Peregrine Hoby of Bisham ; Harry Marten,

the reg icide
,

from Longw orth , near Farr ingdon , who was at one time

Member for the County and Governor of Read ing ; Roger

Knight, of Greenham , who j oined i n the last S iege of

Donn ington ; Henry Fowl
, of Shottesbrooke ; Thomas

Fet tip lace of Fernham
,
near Farringdon ; and Tanfield

Vache l l , of Coley House, Read ing, Member for that

Borough in 1645. The latter was another i n stance of

apparen t pol i t ical i n consis tency ; fo r, though made Sher i ff

of Berks in 1643 by Char les, he
‘ l eft h is service and went

i nto rebe l l ion .

’ He came from a stern fam ily. For " Tis

reported in Read ing an old story of Vachel l , y
t he would

not su ffer y
e Abbot of Read ing to carry the hay through

his y ard . Ye Abbot
,
after many messengers

,
sen t a Monk

whom Vachel l i n fu ry k i ll’d .

’ He was forced to fly , and

h is ki n afterw ards adopted the motto
,
I t i s better to su ffer

than revenge.’

The traces of the Civi l War
,
however

,
passed away

,
and

the faction s were soon practi ca l ly reconc i led
,
so that the nex t

upri s ing agains t the royal au thori ty was d istingu ished by
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reached Padworth , and then went on to Read ing ; the rest

of the army marching from Newbu ry by Farnborough
,
Wes t

I ls ley, the
‘Golden Mile,

’ near Hendred
,
to D rayton

, and

reach ing Ab ingdon on the same date .

On ly i n s ignificant sk irmishes had attended the Pr ince’s
p rogress, one being at Read ing, which had been garrisoned

by I r i sh troops , who , from the ir rel ig iou s sympathies , were

adherents of King J ames . A party of these
, 500 strong,

attacked some of the O range l ight troops at Hungerford
on the day on which W i l l iam entered that town ; bu t they
were rough ly handled.

Later on,
these same I r ish d ragoons so exasperated the

people of Read ing by thei r threats of p i l lage and massacre
,

that they sen t to the Pr i nce of O range request ing help
and protect ion . Thereupon 300 troopers marched to the
town on the 9th December ; and , after a bri sk engagement

i n the market-p lace, the King
’s party was defeated , the i r

opponents los ing a few men , and the only officer ki l led

during the war. As i t appears by the registers of S t . G i les ’s

Church ,
he

,
w i th eight King

’

s sold iers ,
’ and one of the

party of the Prince of O range , w as bu r ied in the yard of that
chu rch

,
wh ich then s tood on the very outsk irts of the place.

James had fled from London on the 1 1 th December
,

and h i s army w as d ispers ing too . Wi l l i am’s army had

moved by Wal l ingford and H enley ; but as there i s a

t rad i t ion of a s l ight sk i rm ish at Twyford , i t i s also possible

the march may have been covered by the advance of a

port ion of the Read ing garrison in pursu i t of the I r i sh
d ragoons which they had driven out from Read ing.

These I r i sh troops had apparen tly purposed to defend

Maidenhead ; bu t th e townfolk beat a Dutch march by

n ight, and they fled in confus ion , l eaving their guns and

ammuni t ion behind . And so
,
to what for the time be ing

became a nat iona l ai r
,
to the tune of L i l l i bulero Bu l len a

la ,
’ Wil l iam of O range passed on through W indsor to
London

,
and became K ing.
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W ith the Civi l Wars terminated the mi l i tary history of

Berksh ire. One by one i ts cast les d id the i r work, were

demol ished , and d isappeared from act ive l ife . Now bu t

fragments of its ex istence
,
they shared in i ts upgrowth ;

and round them ral l ied some of the most st irring events

that the nat iona l records can show.

I n place of a feuda l fortress has risen the barrack

towers of a regiment o f Berksh i re men i n the depot a t

Read ing ; and the gal lantry of those who fought on ei ther

s ide round the weather-beaten stones of Donn ington has

descended
,
we may fee l sure

,
on those who now represen t

the m i l i tary spir i t of the county. The cry of ‘No sur

render l’ wh ich Boys and B lagge had ra ised , w as echoed

on the d isastrou s day at Ma iw and when the colours of the

66th Regimen t of the L ine— the Berkshire Reg iment—fel l ,
afte r a most gal lan t resistance, into Afghan hands .

But in not only these sold iers of the l ine has the sp ir i t

of old days l ived ; for Berksh i re Volunteers , Berksh i re

M i l it ia
,
and Berkshi re Yeomanry Show that the fight ing

sp ir i t s t i l l ex ists among us , and , if d ire need arose, wou ld

b laz e afresh .



CHAPTER V I I .

ITS MONAST IC AND ECCLESIASTICAL L IFE.

IT was not only i n the castl es w h ich overawed and kept

down the rebel l i ou s sp i ri t of the land that the Norman

influence was fel t. From pol icy perhaps, and partly from

the gradual growth of pr iestc raft, the Church also , as wel l

as the State
,
acqu i red increasing power over the people and

the i r possess ions . Great monasteries were founded , and

grew rich . Churches of noble arch i tecture replaced the

ruder Saxon structures , or rose where none had been

before ; and Berksh ire in those media va l days revel led in

monast ic ism
,
w ith al l i ts attendant meri ts and demer i ts .

*

Read ing and Abingdon stood in the l ist of the twenty

seven mitred Bened icti ne Abbac ies of Eng land ; Hurley

Pr iory
, of the same rel igious order , was founded as a cel l

t o Westm inster.

The August i n e Monks, cal led Canons Regu lar, or St .
Aust in’s Canons, held Poughley Priory, erected on the s i te

of a herm itage by Ralph de Chadd leworth in 1 160, and

Sand leford Prio ry, bu i l t by J effrey, Ear l of Perch, and h is
wife Maud

,
about 1 205.

The Kn ights-Hospital lers
,
or Knights of St . J ohn of

J erusalem , whose duty i t was to prov ide for p i lgrims to

In the Not i t ia Monast ica ’ as many as th irty-five monasteries
are ment ioned as ex ist ing before the Reformat ion

,
and many had

been destroyed when the alien priories were abol ished.
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Countess of C l are, and Gervase P ay nell respect ively .
* O f

thei r h isto ry in Berkshi re noth ing is known
,
except that

in the re ign of Henry VI . John P rendegast
’
s name appears

among those of the Berksh ire gentry as Precepto r of the

Hospital of S t. J ohn of Greenham .

The most anc ient of th e monast ic ed ifices in Berksh i re

is the Abbey of Abingdon , of whose Saxon hi story

mention has been al ready made. The Norman ru l e began

w ith Norman priests
,
and A thelhelm

,
the Norman i z ed

Saxon , became Abbot. He succeeded to a r i ch inheritance

in Berksh i re and Oxfordshi re a lone were 1 1 3 manors o r

propert ies , of which at least thi rty were in the former

county.

Thanks to the fr iend ly feel ing betw een the Abbot and

the King, Ab ingdon was l i tt l e d i sturbed and
,
indeed

,
i ts

possess ions were i ncreased by the gift of the chu rch at

Sutton from Wil l iam himsel f. A thelhelm had to place

mercenary tr00ps
,
which he h i red

,
at Windsor when

the Castles of Oxford , Windsor, and Wal l ingford were

bui l t . Robert d’Oy ley ,
of Oxford and Wal l ingford , who

already owned Berksh i re lands too at Ardington , w as

a fr iend of h is, and managed to obtain from h im the

Tadmorton estate ; but for what equ ivalen t, h istory does

not say . D
’

Oy ley vis ited the monastery at Eastert i d e i n

1087 w ith M i les Cr isp in of Wal l i ngford , and Hen ry, the

Conquero r
’

s son ; and here fina l ly he w as buried . I t has

been asserted from thi s v is i t that Hen ry w as educated

at the Abbey ; and , from h is l earn ing or the excel lence

of the teach ing
,
took the name of Beauc lerc.

Abbot A thelhelm w as a man of part s. A lfs i , the

King’s bai l iff in Su tton
, cut wood in the Abbey grounds

at Cumnor and Bagley Wood whereupon the Abbot pur

sued him on horseback , unt i l he took refuge in the Ock ,
up to h i s neck i n water . On another occas i on th is same

ba i l iff took the Abbot’s oxen to d raw lead for the King’s
a: Tm s , N . D . F . 0 , vol . i i ., p . 254.



[ts l il orzast ic and Eccles i asti ca l L ifiz. 1 7 1

work whereupon their redoubtab le owner thrashed h im
with hi s ow n staff.

The Abbey was used as a prison also , i f Hol l i nshed

speaks tru ly ; fo r, accord ing to h im ,
here Egelw in,

B ishop
of Durham , was imprisoned and s tarved to death .

Rainald succeeded A thelhelm as Abbot ; and , l ike h is

p redecessor, he was a favouri te of the Norman kings , who

confirmed the rights c laimed by the monaste ry. He

energetical ly set abou t the restorat ion and en largement of
the church , of which the tower had fa l len , du ring some

repa irs , i n the spring of I 09 1 , though withou t inju ry to the

brethren , who were on their way to matin s . But he was i n

want of funds so he ins isted on the accu rate payment of

the ti thes ; and , as chu rches had been consecrated at

K ingston and P easemore
,
hamlets of Worth and Chieveley

,

by Roger Bacheping and others, he forced them to ow n

the Abbey rights
,
and to make a yearly acknow ledgment

to th e rectors of the mother chu rches .

On his death
,
Ru fus

,
who

,
for po l i t ic reasons , fi l l ed h i s ex

haus ted coffers at the ex pense of the Chu rch by refus ing to

appoint successors to vacan t beneficesflé appointed Broad

bent to co l lec t the rents of Abingdon ; but no Abbot was

instal led u nt i l 1 100, w hen Hen ry I . gave Fabrit i us the

vacan t office and he was fol lowed by V i ncent
,
Ingu lph

,
and

Walkel in. The latter became Bishop of Winchester and

to Fabri t ius i s due the removal of the church , which stood

more northerly
,
where now the Orchard is ,’and who made

the East part and Transep t new , adorn ing i t with smal l

marble p i l lars .’

There was a b reak in the success ion after Walkel in.

Godfrey, B ishop of St . Asaph , he ld i t 272 commendam, and

then Roger
,
P r ior of Bermondsey ; after which i t w as

governed by Pr iors , unt i l A lured, Prio r of Rochester, was

succeeded by Abbot Hugh . Afte r him came Wi l l iam of

0 At hi s death one archb i shopric, four b i shoprics, and eleven abbey s
w ere vacant .



Hi story of B er/csé i re.

Co lne
,
and Robert de Hend red , the fi rst to wear ‘ the

m itre and pont ificals ,
’
on Tr i n i ty Sunday

,
1 268 ; and ,

dur ing hi s reign
,
Henry I I I . he ld a court here . Nicholas

de Cu lham
,
who bu i l t the pari sh chu rch of St. N i cholas

outs ide the Abbey gates, Hen ry de Tulford
, John de Su tton ,

Wi l l i am de Cumnor
,
Richard d e Boxford

,
Ralph de Hanney

(al l bearing names taken from th e dependencies of the

Abbey) , A schecdune, and John Sau te, who was Ambassador

at Rome i n the re igns of Edward IV. and Hen ry VI I . , and
who en larged the chu rch bu i ldings

,
were success ive ly Abbots

of Abingdon . Geoffrey of Monmou th even has been asserted

to have been one of them , and to have been buried in the

Chu rch .

Lastly, Rowland de P enthecost assumed the m itre in

1 514, and twenty-five years afterwards surrendered i t to

Henry V I I I . At that t ime its y early value w a s 2 3 . 8d . ,

worth i n 1827 , accord ing to Cobbett i n h is
‘P rotes tan t

Reformat ion
,

’ as mu ch as 145 . 2d . of mod ern

money. He was al lowed to keep the Manor of Cumno r

unti l his death ; and , by some , has been accused of many

cr imes
,
and sa id to have amassed weal th enough to buy

the manor . This had been used as an hosp ita l for s ick

or conva lescen t Abbots of the Abbey
,
and w as

,
in fact

,

the i r country-seat . I t was bought after h is death by

Anthony Forster, Esq .

, descr ibed on the brasses of h is gray

marble tombstone as
‘ am iab le and l earned

,
a great

mus ic ian, bui lder, and planter.
’ He w as a friend of the

Ear l of Le icester
,
to whom he left Cumnor Place by wi ll ,

and i t w as sa id to have been w ith h is conn ivance that
‘Amy Robsart ’ d ied . I t is a p i ty almost to d estroy the

romance that Scott has told , but whether she was murdered

by S i r Richard Varney and Forster
,
or whether the whole

of that story is false
,
she was undoubted ly the daughter

of a Norfolk kn ight, and w as marr ied to Robert Lord

Dudley at Sheen on the 4th June , 1550,
in the p resence of

Edward VI . She cou ld not have become Countess for
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to the Abbot
,
and was bu i l t in the reign of Edward I I I

but of th i s noth ing is recorded .

The Abbot’s pens ion was £22 3 that of the Pr io r, £22

and those of the twenty-three other monks, fo r there were

twelve monks and twelve lay-brethren , varied from £20 to

£2 1 33 . 4d .

The western Perpend icu lar gateway of the Abbey w ith i ts

statue of the Virgin
,
and part of the Refectory wi th i ts open

roof
,
Decorated window

,
and Hen ry I I I . fi replace, are al l

that i s l eft of the fabric that Leland describes as magn ificen t.
I ts eastern port ion s and cruc iform church were of Norman

work ; and the latter i s sa id to have been 560 feet long, and

supported by tw enty-fou r columns on each s ide. I t was

crene l lated , that i s , i ts wa l ls were embatt led by a l icense of

Edward I I I . i n 1 380 ; and the west front was due to the

energy of Abbots A shecdune and Saute in the fi fteenth

centu ry. I t was the o ldest of the Berkshire monaste ries ,
though not the greatest .

The Bened ictine Priory of the Holy Trin i ty at Wal l ing

ford w as the next i n order of foundation
,
and owed i ts

existence to the p iou s m isgivings of Robert d’Oy ley . I n

the Abbacy of Richard , du ring the re ign of Hen ry I .
,
the

Priory became a ce l l of S t . Albans , and so the Black

Monks of Wa l l ingford became subord inate to the greater

monastery. I t has been attr ibuted to Geoffrey
,
the King’s

Chamberla in, but there i s on ly evidence tha t he w as

at one t ime connected w ith lands which the Priory after

wards possessed .

* I t was r ich i n lands i n 1 160, when

Jocel in e , Bishop of Sal isbu ry, confi rmed to i t the churches
of St . John , St . Mart in , and St. Mary in Wall ingford ,

’ the

Church of Hendred , and t ithes in Moulsford , Chersevi lle,
Duni tuna , Erle ia , Morton,

and Sotwel l . Grants w ere

cont inua l ly made to i t
,
and among i ts many possess ions

was the Manor of Eastbu ry
,
i n the par i sh of Lamborne .

St . Mary’s Chape l at Lamborne
,
bu i l t by John of Eastbury

H ist . of W'

a l lmgford,
’i i .

, p . 343.
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i n 1 360, contains cu riou s carvings of men blow ing horns,
and dogs chas ing a hare , and also of fi sh

,
i n cont rast w i th

car i catu res of monks ,
’ that may have been origina l ly in the

P r iory of the Holy Tr i n i ty. S i r John d ied and was bu ried

i n the chapel with Agnes his wi fe
,
wi th the p rayer

,
May

God have mercy on thei r sou ls .’ His descendant
,
also S i r

J ohn , added to i t a Chape l of the Ho ly Trini ty,
’ and w as

interred i n i t i n 1485 under an a ltar tomb which bears h is

copper effigies . Legend has gathered round h im . He i s
said to have ‘been ki l l ed by a wo rm d ropping into his
mouth whi le he was as leep in an arbour,

”f which hi s

housekeepe r tr i ed to decoy away with a bas in of mi lk ;
but i t stung hi s l ip , and so he d ied . The Priory has l i tt l e

or no h istory
,
and in I 525 peacefu l ly su rrendered to the

King, to be granted with a l l i ts possess ions to Wo l sey.

On h i s atta inder i t reverted to the Crown .

I t stood apparen t ly near the wes t gate of the town
,
near

which foundat ions
,
t i les

,
and skeletons have been tu rned

up ; bu t the wal ls themselves were fina l ly pu l led down i n

17 23. I ts annual va lue in Hen ry V I I I .

’
s reign w as

£ 147 equ ivalent now to 05 . 10d.

I n magnificence and importance
,
the Abbey of Read ing

took fi rst place . I t owes i ts c reat ion to Anselm ,
Arch

bishop of Canterbury
,
to whom is due also that greater

act ion
,
the p romotion of the un ion between the Saxon and

Norman l ines . For Ed ith
,
or Mat i lda

,
the daughter of

Ma lco lm of Scot land and Margaret
,
the s ister of B adgar

Z -Ethel ing, had been brought up i n the Hampshi re Convent

of Romsey, and had been forced to take the vei l . She

appeared before the King
,
her future husband , and com

plained with pass ionate plead ing that her aunt the Abbess

had forced her to the act . ‘As often as I stood in her

presence
,

’
she sa id

,

‘ I wore the vei l , t remb l ing, as I wore i t,
with ind ignat ion and grief. But as soon as I cou ld get out

of her s ight, I used to snatch i t from my head , fl ing i t to

Trans. N . D . F . C . ,
vol . i . , p . 144.
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the ground
,
and trample i t underfoot. That was the way

,

and none other
,
in which I w as vei led .

But Anselm absolved he r, and she became Hen ry
’s wife.

Thus he had great influence over the K ing. So ‘Hen ry
,

by the grace of God , K ing of the Engl ish, and Duke of the

Normans
,

’ by the adv ice of his Bishops
,
C lergy

,
and othe r

Lieges
,
for the salvat ion of my sou l, and of K ing W i l l iam

my Father, and of K ing Wi l l iam my Brother, and of

Wi l l iam my Son , and Q ueen Maud my Wi fe, and of al l

my ancestors and successors,
’
bu i l t ‘a new Monastery at

Read ing in honour and to the name of the Mother of

God
,
and ever Virg in , Mary, and of the blessed John the

Evangel ist .’

He endowed i t wi th Reading i tsel f, Cholsey, and Lempster
(Leom inster) , and with manors at East Hend red and else
w here ; and gave i ts Abbots p r ivi leges such as none but
i ndependen t Barons or the K ing himsel f possessed . The

Monks of Read i ng,
’ the Charter s tates , ‘the i r fami ly

(househo ld) and effects shal l b e free from al l gel t and tol l

and every other cu stom by land and water i n pass ing over

br idges and seaports throughou t Eng landfi
" And the

Abbot and h is Monks shal l have al l hundreds and places

w ith soc and sac and to l and theam and infangenthef and

utfangenthef and hamsoken, w i th i n borough i n ways and

paths
,
and in a l l places and a l l causes w hich are or may

be
,
from the i r men and a l l the i r possess ions

,
and from

al ien s forfeit i ng there i n ; and the Abbot and Monks of

Read ing shal l with i n a l l the i r possess ions have the w hole

cogn iz ance of assau lts and thefts , murders , shedd ing of

blood and breach of the peace as much as belongs to the
Royal power

,
and of al l forfe itures .

’

H is tory of Reading Abbey .

’

1' The terms herein used are thus explained in M r. Albury
’
s mos t

able art icle on the Abbey , w hence the informa t ion regard ing i t i s
ch iefly drawn. Gel t , fine ; tol , of merchand ise ; soc, authori ty or

l iberty t o minis ter just ice and to execute laws ; sac, a royalty or
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Pancrat
’

s arme ; A bone off Say nt Quy nty n
’

s arme ; A

bone off S ay nt Davy de
’
s arme A bone off Marye Sa lome

’

s

arme ; A bone off Say nt Edw ard the Martyr
’

s arme ; A

bone off Say nt H ierome
,
w ith other more ; A bone off

S ay nt S tephen , with other mo re A bone off Say nt Blaz e ,
with other more ; A bone of Say nt O smonde , with othe r

more ; A bone of Say nt Ursula sco le ; A chawbone of

S ay nt E thelwold ; Bones of Suyut L eod i gary e and off

Say nt Heremei ; Bones of Say nt Margarett ; Bones of

S ay nt Arval ; A bone off Say nt Aias ; A bone off Say nt

Andrew e, and two pieces off his crosse A bone off Say nt

Fredy swy de ; A bone off Say nt Anne , with many other.
There be a mu l t itud e of smal l bony s &c. which wolde

occup ie i i i i schets of papy re to make part icu larly an

inventory e of any part thereof. They be al l at your

L ordeschy p
’

s commaundments .

’ The final sentence i s

i nstruct ive. The d i sbel ief i n rel ics mus t have been of no

new o rig in
,
to the educated c lasses at least , when the

monastery was destroyed .

I ts m i tred Abbot had a seat i n Parl iament , and w as the

th i rd i n precedence i n the k ingdom
,
rank ing after those of

S t. Albans and of Glastonbury
,
and he reta ined th is privi

l ege unti l the D isso lut ion . The monks had waxed fat and

neglected thei r dut ies . Their number d im in ished ; they

contracted debts the d iv ine offices were i n su ffic iently per

fo rmed . So Edward I . stepped i n and sequestrated the i r

revenues charging the lay adm in ist rator
,
however

,
to p rov ide

the eccles iast ics with su ffic ien t food and raiment. Abbot

N icholas d e Quappelode exerted himsel f to pay off i ts

debts , and succeeded in rem itt ing to the Caors ini
money-l enders ; and also pa id off

‘one Alexander
,
a mer

chan t and c i t iz en of London , al l the moneys due to him .

’

No monast ic edifice shared so largely in the h istory of

England . Here Hen ry I . ,
i ts founder

,
i n 1 1 35 h i s wives ,

good Queen Molde ’ and Adel i z a ; his natu ral son Regi

nald, Ear l of Cornwal l , 1 17 5 h i s daughter Mati lda ; and
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Wi l l iam , son of Hen ry I I . , 1 156 , were bu ried . Here
,
too

,

were married John of Gaunt to B lanche
,
daughter of Hen ry

Plantagenet, in 1 359 ; and Lord Maltravers, son of the Ear l
of Arunde l , to Margaret, s ister to the Queen of Edward IV. ,

i n 1464 King Stephen was here i n 1 140 ; Henry I I . , in
1 16 3, and i n 1 164, when Archb ishop Thomas a Beckett
consecrated the Abbey Chu rch

,
and aga in in the Easter of

1 17 7 ; Henry I I I . , in the Chr i stmas of 1227 , and in 1 259 ,

at the p lead ings of the Cou rts of J ust ice of Michaelmas

term ; Edward I I I . , during the great
‘j ust ing ’ of 1346 ;

R ichard I I ., i n 1 389 , to be reconc i led to h is nob les through

the i ntervent ion of John of Gaunt ; Edward IV. ,
when

his private marriage w ith El iz abeth Woodvi l le was made

publ ic in 1464 ; Hen ry VI I . , i n 1486 ; and Henry VI I I .
w i th Catherine hi s wi fe , made the Abbey thei r rest ing

place when they vis ited Reading “

Such roya l progresses mu st have been heavy add it ions

to the Abbey expend i tu re. Parl i aments met here , such

as those of Richard I . , i n 1 19 1 ,
of John

,
in 1 2 13 ; of

Hen ry VI .
,
in 1439 , 1451 , and 1452 ; and of Edward IV.,

i n 1466 and 1467 . Herac l ius, patr i arch of J erusa lem ,
here

had audience of King Henry I I I . to so l i c i t h i s a id agains t

the Tu rks, presenting h im wi th the keys of the Ho ly

Sepu l chre, and the Royal Banners of the c ity . Eccles iast ical

counci l s
,
one under Legate John of F lorence i n 1 206

,
and

another under Archbishop Peckham in 1 279 , met to sett l e

g rave matters of the Church . I n fac t
,
the Abbey answered

other purposes than that of a rel igious ed ifice . I t was

the place where travel l ing nob les and royal personages,
bes ides mend icants and wayfarers

,
rece i ved rel i ef and

hospi tal ity. I t had to make some retu rn for the pr ivi leges

conferred on i t, and these retu rns were costly.

But i f the guests fared wel l thei r hosts fared no worse , i f

Ful ler’s s tory be true. He says that ‘As King Henry VI I I .

w as hunti ng in Windsor Forest , he ei ther casual ly lost , or
‘Proc. Berks . Archaeol . Soc.

’

1 2—2
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more probably wi l fu l ly los ing himsel f, struck down , about

d inner-t ime, to the Abbey of Read ing, where, d i sguis ing
h imself (much fo r de l ight , more for discovery unseen ) , he
w as inv ited to the Abbot

’s table, and passed for one of the

K ing’s guard—a place to which the p roport ion of h i s person

m ight p roperly ent i tl e h im . A s i rlo in of beef w as set

before h im (so knighted , sa i th trad it i on , by th is Henry) ,
on w h ich the King la id on lust i ly, not d isgracing one

of that place fo r whom he w as m istaken .

“ Wel l fare thy

heart
,

” quoth the Abbot ;
“ and here

,
in a cup of sack ,

I remember the health of h i s Grace your mas ter . I wou ld

g ive an hund red pounds on the cond it ion I cou ld feed

so lus t i ly on beef as you do . Alas my weak and squeez ie

stomach wi l l hardly d iges t the w ing of a smal l rabb it o r

chicken . The K ing pleasantly pledged h im , and heart i ly

thanked h im for h is good cheer after wh ich he departed

as und iscovered as he came th ithe r. Some weeks after the

Abbot w as sent for by a pursu ivant
,
brought up to London ,

clapt in the tower, kept close pr isoner, and fed , for a sho rt

t ime, with bread and water ; yet not so empty his body of

food as h is m ind w as fi l l ed w ith fears
,
creat ing many

susp ici ons to h imsel f
, w hen and how he had incurred the

King’s d ispleasure . At last a s irlo in of beef was set before

h im ,
on wh ich the Abbot fed as the farmer of h is grange,

and verified the proverb that two hungry meals make the

th ird a glutton . I n springs K ing Hen ry, out of a private

lobby, where he had p laced h imsel f, the inv is ible spectator

of the Abbot’s behav iour . “ My Lord
,

” quoth the King ,

“ p resen t depos i t your hundred pounds in gold , or else

no go ing hence al l the da ies of your l i fe . I h ave been

y our phys ic ian to cure you of your squeez ie stomach , and

here, as I deserve, I demand my fee for the same.
”
The

Abbot down w ith h i s dus t, and glad he had escaped so,

returned to Read ing
,
as somewhat l ighter in purse, so

much more merry i n heart than when he came

Fuller’s ‘Church H istory .

’
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crue l ly extorted monast i c vows , i t ended w ith a determined

one
,
who

,
i n h i s poo r way

,
was unable to see that the K ing

cou ld do no wrong.

’ Hugh
,
the ‘ i l l i terate

,

’who died with

what he cal led fi rmness
,
and the K ing obst inacy, had the

courage of h is convict ions as much as An selm ,
though the

fates were against h im .

Few monast ic ed ifices cou ld have been richer in extent ,
i n wealth, or i n decorat ion than thi s m ighty Abbey . At

i ts Dissolut ion i ts revenues amoun ted to 14s . 3d .

Like Abingdon
,
i ts Abbots had a count ry res idence ; thei rs

being at Abbot’s P lace, near Cholsey, which was given to

S i r Franc is Eng lefield i n Mary
’s reign . Bere Cou rt, near

Pangbou rne , had also been bestowed on them by the B ishop
of Sa l isbu ry in 1 230 . Near Burghfield Hi l l House , also ,
are the foundat ions of a bri ck bu i ld ing

,
known as ‘Abbot

’

s

House
,

’ which was used for a s im i l ar pu rpose ; and the

Tudor Mans ion of Bucklebu ry has been bu i l t round an

ancient country-house of the Abbots of Read ing. Bu t

the monks
,
thoughtfu l fo r others

,
had set as ide a house in

Read ing cal led St . J ohn’s House , or Hosp ita l , for the

dest itute w idows of person s i n the town, who became nuns

in th i s establ ishment . I t was suppressed by Abbot Thom

in the reign of Henry VI I ., and w ith the Abbot’s consent
the bu i l d ing i n 1486 was made the Grammar School .

I t wou l d be d i fficul t to give a complete l ist of the

possess ions of the great Abbey ; bu t i t had manors at

Cho lsey
,
Blewbury

,
Hendred

, Burghelbury , Greenham ,

Midgham
,
Cookham

, Ca lthorp ,
Pangbourne , Basy ldon,

Shy ningfield , Sonn ing (Bulmershe) , the rector i es of War

grave
,
and Read ing town and borough ; rent i n sund ry

places ; farms at Windsor Underore, Whitley, and Ca led

Mil l
,
and the fi shery of the Kennet ; the Rectory of Ben

ham
,
Ti lehu rst , Thatcham ,

Co l l ey
,
and \Vh i tley ; bes ides

l and in other counti es
,
and pens ion s from St. Mary’s,

S t . Gi les’, Eng lefield ,
and other chu rches . I ts bu i ld ings

covered a large area of ground
, and i ts land stretched
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away as far as Sonn ing. The present ‘Abbey Gateway ’

s tood on the south s ide, and opened into a wide enc losure ,
formed by a wal l extending behind the churchyard of

S t. Lawrence on the west to the margin of the road

runn ing para l le l to the rai lw ay on the north
,
where i t

st i l l ex ists , overlook ing the low ground through which ran

the P lummery Ditch ; i t then tu rned back towards the south

by the s ide of the present gao l
,
form ing the eastern wa l l

,

t i l l i t rested on the Ho ly Brook. From the east side
of the present gateway, or near i t , a wa l l seems to have run

somewhat paral le l to the eastern wal l unti l i t reached the

Abbey mi l ls upon the Ho ly Brook. There were a lso three

other gates
,
one towards S t . Lawrence Church .

W i th i n the south-eastern port ion of thi s area the prin
c ipal bu i ld ing stood , the great chu rch occupying the level of

the p lateau . I t was cruc iform in shape . The north transep t
stood apparent ly about where the Roman Cathol ic Chu rch

now stands ; the sou th transept, with a double aps ida l end ,
i s s t i l l apparen t ; the Choi r and Lady Chapel extended to

the eastward between them , under the presen t gaol ; and

the nave extended to the west towards the Abbey Gate
,

across the bridge and road wh ich now leads to the Roman

Cathol ic Chu rch . South of the sou th transept are the

ru ins of the Chapter House ; and , between that and the

Holy Brook
,
other bu i ld ings whose use i s doubtfu l . But

the south t ransept and Chapter House Opened on the

eastern side of the quadrangle which was su rrounded by the

C lo i ster
,
the s ide of which toward s the Kennet w as

occupied by the refectory,
and the western face towards the

p resen t gateway by the monks’ dorm itories . I t remains a

mere she l l of i ts former glory . A l l the squared stone has
been removed , exposing the i nner fl i n t rubble

,
which sti l l

retains i ts mass ive character. The bases of the p i l lars of

the church
,
the restored south gateway, the a lmost shape

l ess ru ins of the Chape l of St . Thomas of Canterbu ry

beh ind the present Roman Catho l ic pri est’s house
,
the ru i ns
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of the south transept
,
and the Chapter House, are alone

d ist ingu ishable. Fragments of en r iched Norman work are

bu i l t i nto the b ridge lead ing to the Roman Cathol ic

Church , and one more perfect than the rest has been

u t i l iz ed to form its font .

I ts stones have travel led far. Many are sa id to have

o rig ina l ly been brought from Romano-Bri t ish S i lches ter,
and many have been removed from Read ing to bu i l d

the Hospital of the Poor Kn ights at Windsor
,
whither they

were taken by water-carriage. There are entries i n the

records of i ts gradual destruction. Carpenters for viewing
the roofes at Reading and Wal l ingford received 1 2d. a

day ,
as d id masons fo r ‘ tak ing down the great stones of

the dores and w indow es of the Chappel l of our Lady ’

there ; but l abourers for ‘d igging of Caen s tone out

of the w indow es for the battlements i n the new bu i ld ings ’

(at Windsor) rece ived bu t 7d . per d iem . Queen Eli z abeth
’

s

charter to the Corporat ion of Read ing grants them tw o

h und red loads of ‘fin e stone from the Abbey and large

quant it ies were removed by General Conway to bu i l d the

bridge at Park Place
,
across the Hen ley-Wargrave road .

On the s i te of the anc ient Herm itage of C lenfordemere,
or El lenfordesmere

,
i n the pari sh of Chadd leworth , w as

erected i n 1 160 ,
by Ra lph de Chaddleworth

,
the Monastery

of Pogh ley , or Pough ley ,
* for Canons Regu lar of the

O rd er of St . Augusti ne . I t was ded icated to St. Margaret,1
and between the priorhood of Robert i n 1 182 , to the

per iod of i ts d is so lution in 1 524,
when John Somer

Spel t a lso P ochele
,
P ohhel

,
Pouhhthele, P ough thele, P othele,

P ocholhoe
,
Porchekela , Pogki l l , Pow sh ley , Poghele, P oghle, P oghly ,

P oghley , P ough ly , and P oughley .
-Trans . N . D . F . C .

,
vol . i i .

1 S t. Margaret of England
,
w ho l ived temp. Henry I I . , w as a p ilgrim

t o Jerusa lem and Beth lehem
,
thence t o Montserrat in Spain, and to

the Shrine of Our Lady at P uy , in V elay . She d ied at the C i stercian
Nnunery o f Seauve Beno i te, w here ‘

her body i s preserved ent ire.

’

l ai d
, p . 56 .
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tenement which he has held i n Faringdon with i ts appurten

anoes, and with a l l h is chattel s found i n the said tenement

for a perpetual alms
,
saving the serv i ce of the feuda l lords .

’

For thi s they were to rece ive from the buttery ,
‘
16 loaves of

Wheaten bread
,
which loaves they ca l l nzz

'

c/tes
,
of due weight

according to the sa id house, and 8 loaves which they cal l

oi ss
,
l ikewise of j u st weight, and as many ga l lons of beer,

vi z . , 16 of the fi rs t and 8 of the second .

’ They were to have

the i r commons out of the ki tchen, or two p latters of porridge

of potherbs or pu l se da i ly, or in defau l t th i rty shi l l ings pe r

year ; and they were a l lowed to have meat cooked by the

Priory cook. Twenty sh i l l i ngs a y ear was given them for

c loth ing
,
and tw o cows from the conventual herd , and

houses an d coa l s ’were furn ished to them . I n fact , they

used Pogh ley as a species of workhouse , and both saved

themselves trouble an d saved thei r sou l s by this gi ft of a l l

they had to the Chu rch . Wil l iam seems to have been

either too y oung or too apatheti c to have obj ected to the

paterna l al ienat ion of h is patr imony. He became a monk ;
that i s enough .

Litt le remains of i ts bu i l d ings. There are some ru ins o f

the ki tchen , some dorm i tor i es ove r i t w ith lancet w indows,
and the wa l l s are abou t 3 feet th ick . Human remains ,
fragments of encaustic t i l es with ‘Magda lene ’ on them ,

carved stone and oak
,
and coins of Roman and of med ie val

day s , have been from t ime to t ime tu rned up . Some of i ts

s tai ned glass now decorates the en trance porch at Prior’s

Cou rt .* I t represents a number of monkeys p lay ing

on mu s ical inst ruments ; one r id ing a hobby-horse, and

others not qu i te so decent . There i s a lso one w i th two

figu res, a man and woman in the d ress of the fou rteenth

centu ry . The ma le figu re i s seated near a tab le , smoking ;
the tapster

'

s wi fe i s poin t ing to the chalked score, and at

the feet of the tab le there i s an empty j ug and d ice

scatte red on the floo r. There i s also a s ingle figu re on

Trans. N . D . F . C .
,
vol. i i .

, p . 59.
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another “ quarry,
”
in the dress of the same period .

’ S uch
decorat ion seem s odd i n a re l igious bu i lding ; bu t , as

appears at Lamborne Chu rch
,
i t was not rare. St . Bernar

d in e, denounc ing the archi tectu ra l fancies of the Clun iac

monks
,
asks : ‘What i s the mean ing of those rid icu lous

monsters i n the c lo i sters
,
and of that deformed beauty

,

before the very eyes of the brethren when read ing ! Why

are d isgusting monkeys there
,
or feroc iou s l ions

,
or horr ib le

centau rs
,
or spotted t igers

,
or fighting so ldiers

,
or huntsmen

sound ing the bug l e

Stone coffin l id s have been found , one of which to
‘Hieron imus Robertus , Pr ior p rim us

,

’ and having a cross

carved on i t , i s now preserved at East Hendred ; and

another of Caen stone
,
hav ing on i t a figure of a pries t

under a floreated canopy
,
a l l of which had once been

co loured
,
was exhumed i n mov ing the foundation of the

chapel . Pough ley was d issolved by Wo lsey, and was
‘given

to the Abbot and Convent of Westm i nster i n exchange for

100 acres of l and (a part of which was made into St .

J ames’s Park) conveyed by the Abbot to the King.

’

Some of i ts s tones went to bu i ld the spi re of Farn

borough Chu rch .

Sand leford Priory w as establ ished by Geoffrey, Earl o f

Perche
,
and Maude hi s wi fe

,
abou t the year 1200, under the

rules of St . Aust i n
’s Canons . Little i s at present known

of i ts hi sto ry bu t at one t ime i t seems to have paid t i thes

to the Church of Ashmo le refers to the

church as conta in ing
,
near the h igh-a ltar steps , a free

s tone tomb of a mai led kn ight , cross-l egged , with a deep

sh ie ld on h i s left arm ,
and seem ing to d raw his sword .

His feet rested on a d ragon ; and i t i s possib le that thi s was

the effigy of the Ear l of Perche , the founder of the Priory.

I n the t ime of Edward IV. i t was given to the Dean and

Chapter of Windso r ; and during the reign of James I . i t

w as made a separate par i sh , i ts owner having to pay to the
‘H ist . of Neu bury .

’
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Rector of Newbu ry Chu rch an annual sum of £8 1 , for

which he had a pew I t was converted into a

dwe l l ing-house
,
also cal led ‘Sand leford P r iory

,

’ and the

ancien t chape l forms the modern d in ing-room . Here once

l ived charming Mary Montagu
,
the centre of that l i terary

coteri e of which Johnson
,
Goldsm ith

,
Burke

,
Reynold s

,

Beattie
,
and Mrs . Carter

,
were the bri l l iant l ights and here

orig inated the term ‘b l ue-stock ing ’
for women of such

tastes . For ‘D r . S t i ll ingfleet was in the hab it of attending
he r l i terary part ies in a ful l su i t of c loth

,
with blue worsted

stock ings , and rendered himsel f so enterta in ing that the

lad ies used to delay their d iscuss ions unti l h i s a rrival

dec laring,
“ We can do noth ing withou t our blue-stockings

—whence the oas Hen .

”

There were many other m inor rel igious establ ishments,
w h ich are referred to at d i fferent t imes , though none were

of any rea l importance. Thus i t i s said that King John, in

1 202 , bestowed the s ite of the late Cast l e of Farr i ngdon,at

Great Coxwe l l
,
on the C isterc ian Monks fo r an al ien abbey,

which was an offshoot of Beau l ieu . Leland , again , notes a

Prio ry of B lack Nuns
,
ded icated to St. Mary Magdalen at

Hamme, near Wantage ; but of none of these are there any

remain s . At Shottesbrooke also
,
near Maidenhead

,
was

an obscure col lege or chantry fo r one warden
,
and at most

ten pr i ests , founded by S ir Wi l l i am Trussel l , of Cub lesdon
i n S taffordsh ire , i n 1 387 . I t was ded icated to St . John the

Bapt i s t, and Edward I I I . en ri ched i t wi th the Chu rch of

Battlesden (Bas i lden) . I t was worth at the D isso lu t ion , in
annua l value

, £33 1 83 . 8d ; but i t made no mark in the

eccles iastic ism of the county. S imi larly , there are the rema ins
of a sma l l chantry or monastery

,
cal led the ‘Jesus of

Bethlehem ,

’which was an offshoot of that at Sheen
,
near

Richmond . But these d isappeared p robably when the

al ien priories were abol ished .

Donn ington possessed a re l ig ious house of Maturins, o r

Ly sons .
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londes be gudde x x ij
“ by yere

,
butt the guddes a l l were

not w orthe th e my n i stre rew ardy d vj
l i ’ So the common

sea l was broken
,
the chu rch and house defaced ; the

m ini ster rece ived h is £6 ,
and he and h is brethren went fo rth

into the world . The lands were so ld to Edward Fetty p lace

for abou t £395 and other propert ies i n Northb rook S treet,
Newbury

,
East Hendred

,
and elsewhere

,
were gradual ly

d isposed of ; but the Priory bu i ld ings were kept d is t i nct ,
and passed through the hands of the Grevi lls and the I re

mongers
, to whom i t belonged when,

w ith the other bu i ld

ings of the v i l lage , i t was burnt by S i r John Boys i n 1644.

The p resen t ‘Donn ington Priory ’ was bu i l t , long after

the destruct ion of the anc ient bu i ld ing
,
by M r. Cow s lade ;

but i t seems poss ible that some of i t s fragments were

incorporated in the new house ; and th i s eventua l ly became

the property of the son of D r. Hughes , Canon of St . Pau l
’s
,

whose grandson w as the author of ‘Tom B rown ’s School

days .’ Fina l ly i t was pu rchased by Mr. Fel low esfi‘ I t had
remain ed i n the Cow s lade fam i ly unti l 1 8 14, one of whom

t least had op in ions of his ow n . He was Gentleman-Usher

of the Pr ivy Chamber to Q ueen Charlotte
,
and was bu ried

at Shaw i n 1 795 ; and i t i s stated on h i s tombstone that

He d iv ided his fortune ch iefly amongst h i s kindred , esteem

ing i t a P iece of Van i ty to aim at perpetuat ing a Fam i ly by

Adopt i on
,
w hich by the Wi l l of Providence i s on the verge

of be ing extinct
,
and w hich sooner or later i s to be the

common L ot of al l Mankind .

’

The monastery of the Mend ican t O rder of the Franc iscan
,

or Grey, Friars , at Read ing, was erected in 1 306 , when

Edward I . granted them fifty
-s ix oaks from the Royal

Forest of Windsor. They were inst ituted by St . Franc is

of Ass is i in I taly, i n 1 209 ; and , establ ish ing themselves at

Canterbury i n 1 224, appeared in Berkshire about 1 233. They

were z ea lous preachers, and thei r chu rch w as
, u n l i ke o ther

monasteries , the on ly important bu i ld ing i n i ts prec incts.

W . Money , ‘H ist. Donnington Priory .

’
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The fi rst s i te
,
i n the Cavesham Road , was granted by

Adam de Lothbury
,
at that t ime Abbot of the neighbour

i ng Bened ictine monastery ; but , being found damp , a

fresh p iece of ground was given them in 1 285, on which

the chu rch now stands . I n each case i t w as subj ect to the
cond it ion that they were not to ask a lms

,
acqu i re p roperty,

nor so l ic i t donations ; nor were they to seek to extend

thei r bu i ld ings beyond those origina l ly constructed . The

church
,
ded icated to S t . James and comp leted i n 1 3 1 1 ,

consisted of a nave , with s ide a i s les , t ransep ts , and a

chance l ; the latter being separated from the chu rch by

a screen . The conventua l bu i ld ings were on the north
s ide, and w ere probab ly smal lf l<

They were swept away, l ike the rest of Berkshi re
monasteries ; and Dr . Loudon ‘ i nward ly defaced the

Churche.

’ Some of the aged brethren appea led to be

a l lowed to fin ish thei r days in the ce l ls and orchard where

thei r l ives had been passed ; but thei r appea l met w i th

no response
,
and in secu lar garments they were turned

away. I t must have been a crue l i rony to them to s ign

the act of su rrender . I n i t they were made to say that

the very true way to perfect ion
,
and to p lease God

,

’ does

not cons is t ‘ i n the trad i t ion s and i nvent ions of man’s wit
,

in wearing of a grey
,
b lack

,
white

, or any other colou red

garment
,
c loak

,
frock

,
or coat , in gird ing ou rselves upon

our outw ard garments with gird les fu l l of knots and that
‘we therefore

,
the guard ian and convent of the house,

ca l led commonly Greyfriars of Rady nge, cons ider ing that

we may be the true servants of God as we l l i n a secular

habi t as in a friar’s coat
,

’ do subm i t ourselves to the King .

The Friary became converted to secu lar uses very soon .

G ranted by the C row n to the Corporat ion, i t was used as

a gu i ldha l l
,
a hospita l

,
a workhouse for chi ldren and aged

persons and la st ly a
‘bridewe l l

,

’
by bricking up the spaces

between the arches to form ce l ls
,
and removing the roof

i i Trans . N . D . F . 0
,
vol . 11.



1 92 Hi story of B eré sni re.

of the nave . A fie ld beh ind i t, surrounded by a branch of

the P lummery D itch ,
’ bore the name of the Friary Mead

as l ate as 1802 . I t cont inued i n th i s state un ti l 1 860,

when the Venerab le Archdeacon Phe lps obtai ned the bui ld

ing from the Corporat ion , and i n 186 3 the restored bui ld ing
was re-opened as a chu rch .

Hurl ey Priory, a cel l of the great Abbey ofWestm inste r
unde r the Bened ict ine ru l e

,
was endowed by Geoffrey de

Mandev i l le
,
the ancestor of the Earl of Essex , i n 1087 . I t

was ded icated to St. Mary, whence i ts name of
‘Lady

Place .

’ The chapel
,
now the pari sh church

,
was couse

c rated by St. Ormund
,
Bishop of Sal i sbu ry, and became

the bu rial-p lace of Edi th
,
s ister of Edward the Confessor ,

and of John d ’
Oy ley , i n 1492 . Suppressed in 1 535, when

i ts revenues amounted to £12 1 83 . 5d . ,
the Priory passed

i n 1 545 to Leonard Chamberlayne, and in 1 558 to the

fami ly of the Lovelaces .

There they sett led . The man s ion, bu i l t by one of them

ou t of the spoi l s of Span ish gal leons from the I nd ies
,
rose

on the ru ins of a house of Ou r Lady i n that beaut i ful

val ley through w h ich the Thames
,
not yet defiled by the

p rec incts of a great cap ital
,
nor ri s ing and fa l l ing w ith the

flow and ebb of the sea , rol l s under woods of beech round

the gen tle h i l l s o f Berkshi re . Beneath the state ly saloon
,

adorned by I tal i an penci l s , was a subterraneous vau l t, i n

w hich the bones of anc ien t monks had sometimes been

found . I n th i s dark chamber some z ealou s and daring

Opponents of the Governmen t had held many m idn ight

con ferences dur ing that anx iou s t ime w hen England was

impatient ly ex pect ing the Protestant wind .

’

Not that the house actually occup ied the whole of

the conventual bu i ld ings . I t was constructed
,
probably

on ancien t foundat ion s
,
some short d istance from the

quad rang le, one s id e of which i s st i l l the church, and

Macaulay , vol . i i . , p . 380 .
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In 1 520 John Grove he ld a farm Of the Prior and Convent

Of Bus t leham
,
in the pari sh Of May denhy the, and this may

have been the land held by the Templars
,
and transferred to

the new foundat ion . The Priory was fi rst ded icated to our

Lord and H is mother
,
the b lessed Vi rgin

,
then to ‘the blessed

Vi rgin Mary but i t was fi nal ly stv led ‘ the Conven tual

Church of the Ho ly Trin ity .

’ O f the earl ier bui ld ings l ittle

new remains unchanged . The octagonal tower, the pointed

doorway
,
and the ha l l , are O f Stephen

’s t ime ; but al l the

rest i s Of the Tudo r period
,
and was bu i l t by S ir Phi l ip

Hoby. The ha l l i tse l f has a fine ly t imbered roof ; bu t

many of the Old windows and panes are now fi l l ed in . At

one end was a fine lancet window of three l ights , and at

the other i s an open ga l lery
,
a l l carefu l ly ‘ restored ’ i n

1 859. O f the Conventual Chu rch
,
unl ess the hal l be i t

,

there i s no t race . The Rev . T . E . Powe l l has remarked

that there were t races o f an aps ida l structu re to be seen i n

the meadow on the east s ide of the house
,
bu t i t d id not

l i e east and west. Portion s Of large co lumns su i table to

such an ed ifice are found i n farm bu i ld ings near. I n the

grounds
,
a lso , the moat round the gardens s t i l l rema ins

,

but the bath , once u sed by Queen El i z abeth , has been

fi l l ed i n .

The Tudo r bu i ld i ng has apparent ly encased the prin

c ipal ru i n s O f the anc ien t Abbey. The conventual barn

bu i l t of Spani sh chestnut st i l l ex ists separate and ent ire .
That the ha l l was used as a bu rial-p lace i s evident from

the fact that monuments to many of the i l l ustrious dead

were stand ing there in the last centu ry. On the south

s ide of the hou se i s the long apartmen t which
,
though now

forming two rooms (the
‘Counc i l Chamber ’ and a bed

room) , was in i ts former state used by Pr incess Eli z abeth

du ring her enforced ret i rement here . The bow window

and a dais 16 inches above the floo r were made at th i s

t ime for her conven ience . Here she spen t three years

u nder the survei l lance of S i r Thomas Hoby, w ho w as after
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wards Ambassador i n France, where he d ied i n 1 566 .

But the t ime in so lonely a spot does not seem to have

passed unp leasant ly. When S ir Thomas attended the

Court of the Queen , she said I f I had a pr isoner whom

I wanted to be most carefu l ly watched , I shou ld entrust

h im to your cha rge ; i f I had a pr i soner I wished to

be most tenderly treated , I should entrust h im to you r

I n the wa l ls Of the mans ion i s a re l i c of the O ld dangerous
days

,
name ly, a secret room , the entrance being carefu l ly

concea led behind the tapestry, and i ts chimney commun i

cating with that of the great ha l l. I t i s s ignifican t of

the necessi ty for concealmen t that may at any t ime have

ar i sen even i n the nob lest houses in the land .

The Pr iory was a favour i te burial-p lace Of the De Monta

cu tes
,
and the body of the Earl Of Sal isbury, i ts founder , was

interred i n the chape l . There were a lso monuments
,
accord

ing to Ashmole, to Wil l iam hi s son,
who fought at PO ict iers ;

to h is son John , who was atta inted and beheaded i n 1400 ,

hi s body having been brought from C irencester fi‘ to h is son
Thomas

,
who d ied at the siege of O rleans i n 1428, and who,

l ike those before mentioned , was also Ear l of Sa l i sbu ry ; to

hi s son-in-law Richard Nevi l le, Ear l of Sal isbury, beheaded

at York i n 1460 fo r espous ing the Lancastr ian cause ;
'

l
° to

h is two sons Richard Nevi l le, Ear l O f Warwick, the King

maker,
’ and John Nevi l le, Marqu i s of Montague , who both

fel l at Barnet in 147 1 to his grandson Edward Plantagenet,
Earl of Warwick (son Of George

,
Duke of Clarence

,
by

Richard Nevi l l e’s daughter Isabel ) , who was beheaded in
1499 for attempt i ng to escape from the Tower of London ; I
and to many others whose names even are forgotten .

I n 1536 the Pr iory was surrendered to Henry VI I I ., w ho
refounded i t i n the fo l lowing year, endowing the new

estab l i shment with the lands of Chertsey
, Ankerw y ke, Littl e

Du dale. 1
‘ I rans . N . D . F . C . Excurs ion to B i sham.g

J; Murray .

1 3
—2
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Marlow , and Medmenham ,
to the amount of £66 1 143 . 9d .

a year, for the maintenance of an abbot and thi rteen Bene

d iet ine monks ; but i n three years i t was final ly suppressed .

I t w as granted by the King to his repud iated wi fe Anne of
C l eves , whose property i t d id not , however, become unti l the

reign Of Mary
,
to whom she appl ied for perm is sion

,
for the

sake of thei r dear father and brother
,

’ to exchange i t with

S i r Phi l ip Hoby, the las t Engl i sh papal legate at Rome, for

h i s house i n Kent . Thus i t came i n to the hands Of the

Hoby fam i ly
,
who bu i l t the present mans ion .

Natu ra l ly i t i s fu l l of l egends . Trad it ion tel ls that

when Montacute, Ear l Of Sa l i sbu ry, was go ing to the

C rusades
,
he came with a l l h is t rain for last prayers at the

Abbey he had founded ; and his daughter, then at the
convent at Marlow

,
came h i ther with al l her nuns to meet

mm. A squ ire
,
who had been i n love with her before

,
sei z ed

the oppor tuni ty for e lopement , and they escaped in a boat ,
bu t were taken at Marlow. She was sen t back to her

convent
,
and he was shu t up in the tower, whence he tried

to escape by mean s Of a rope, which he made from h i s

clothes torn into shreds the rope broke , and he was dread

fu l ly inj u red
,
and was taken i nto the Abbey, where h

afterwards became a

The Hoby s , too , have left a legendary ghost. In th

d in ing-room is the portra i t said to be that of Lady Hoby

the widow of the Si r Thomas who was Ambassador t

France. She i s represented with a ‘very white face an

hands
,
and att i red in the d ress of a widow lady of her ran

at that period—co if, weeds , and wimp le .

’ ‘ I n this d res

she i s st i l l supposed to haunt a bedroom , where she appear

w ith a sel f-supported basi n moving before her, i n which sh

i s perpetual ly try ing to wash her hands ; but i t i s remark

ab le that the appari tion i s a lways in the negat ive , the b lac

part wh ite
,
the white black . The legend is , that becaus

her ch i ld Wi l l iam Hoby could not write w i thou t makin

Murray’s
‘Handbook,

’

p . 8 1 .
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were therei n rendered for the repose of the sou ls Of the
fami ly of the p ious founder

,
and detai led inst ructions were

issued that these appeals shou ld be made after the mas s
,
or

befo re the fo l lowing commemorat ions . On Sunday
,
that

a
’
e Sea Tr ini ta te ; Monday, a

’
e Sp i r i tu ; Tuesday, deAng

'

el i s

Wednesday , a
’
e Crnce ; Thursday , d

'

e Corpore Clar i s t i ;
Fr iday, a

’
e lzomz

'

nej esn ; Satu rday, a
’
e annuncz

’

a tz
’

one bea tzfice
Ma r i a ; V i rg ini s . There was also to be ‘a Mass of Requ iem

,

w ith p laccoo and a
’
i r ige, and commendaciam on each ann i

versary of the death
’

of each of those prayed for . Bu t i t
d idn

’

t las t long. Far from being ‘perpetual
,

’Henry VI I I .
made i t very tempo rary.

But monasti c ism , which had done good work in i ts day,
w as dying a natural death . I t had not kept pace w i th the

t imes
,
nor had i t

,
i n i ts Old age , preserved i ts origi nal pu ri ty

and strength . I t had become to some ex ten t a veh icle for

the pauperiz at ion of the id le and indolent. I ts priests , in
many cases , were worse than worth less . They took secu lar

employment , and left the ir flocks withou t due care they

were both ignorant and scandalous fo r the i r i l l l ives , and

many of them so i n to lerably bad , lazy, and w icked , that

the par ish ioners oftent imes brought informations aga inst

them to the Bishops of the D ioceses , and also to the

Counc i l .’

Smal l wonder then that the fi rst efforts Of the Reformat ion

in sweep ing away these rel igious foundat ions , even though i t

w as so ru th less ly done as to condemn both good and bad to

the same fate, met wi th l i tt l e Objection from the peop le at
large . Doubtless the immed iate effects were the spol iat ion

of the p roperty of the Chu rch , the throwing upon the ranks

of the popu lat ion thousands of priests and nuns , good , bad ,
and i nd ifferent, and the s tay i ng that eleemosynary system by

w h ich a lms and goods had been d ispensed with lavish hand.

Some rec luses Of both sex es , very few pens ioned ,
w ere thus turned adri ft to work or d ie. One of the tw o

‘H i st. of Wal l ingford.

’
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they must have done
,
for the laws against rufflers , sturdy

vagabonds
,
and va l i an t beggars ’were severe to cruelty. All

that can be hoped i s that the best of them found wi l l ing
hands to a id them

,
i n thankfulness for past help and

ass istance, and that the
‘ stu rdy ones ’ l earnt to earn their

da i ly bread.

To the poor i t was at fi rs t a crue l blow
,
as with the

suppress ion of the monasteri es the dai ly dole from their

gates ceased . The monks had represen ted the arts of peace ,
and their very l ives i n these country d istricts had encour

aged them to pursue agri cu ltu re. Wheat, therefore, rose

considerab ly in price after the D issolu tion
,
whereas before

i t had varied l i tt le . A song of the days says

‘I
’
l l tel l thee w hat, good vel low e

,

Before the vriars w ent hence,
A Bushel of the bes t w heate
Was zold for vourteen pence

And vorty eggs a penny ,
Tha t w ere both good and new e

And th i s
,
I say , my self have seen,

And y et I am no Jewe.

’

O f course i t was not mere ly the loss of these centres of
peacefu l labou r that so affected the price of the great

s taple. There must have been a check in the order Of

agricu l tu ral labour when the monks ceased to govern and

supervise .

No great rad ical change, such as this , can be effected

w ithou t bri nging some evi l with i t, though that evi l may

often be outweighed by the good . Righ t ly or wrong ly the

th ing was done
,
and i t was we l l on the who le for Eng land that

when Mary had assumed the sceptre
,
and proposed to pass

an Act of Par l i ament
,
restoring to the Church i ts p lundered

property
,
the Lords c lapped thei r hands upon thei r swords ,

dec laring that so long as they were ab le to wear a weapon

by thei r s ide
,
with their Abbey lands they wou ld never
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part .’ And so monasteries and prior ies and such re l igious
foundat ions passed away, and i n thei r p lace grew up ;

under the pu rer l ight of the reformed faith
,
freer ins t i tu

t ions , se l f-dependence and sel f-he lp, such as the land had

never seen before .

The med i zeva l labour of the country had enr i ched i t

w ith many ecc les iast ica l ed ifices bes ides these monast ic

foundations . The period of Norman architecture had

terminated with i ts Trans it ional stage. Abou t 1 189, or

w ith the reign of Henry I I . , the
‘Early-Engl i sh s tyle, w ith

i ts long po inted lancet windows, fo l lowed , l ast ing unt i l

about 1 306 , or to the end of the reign of Edward I . I t

rep laced and modified in many cases the previous Norman

work
,
and to i ts period be long the cu r ious octagonal apse

Of Tidmarsh
,
and the round towers of V V

el ford and Great
Shefford , w hich date from Henry I I I .

’
s re ign . To th is

same arch i tectu ra l period may be attributed much of the

work in the churches of Aldworth (contai n i ng monuments
of the Beches) , Bray (that of Simon Al leyn, i ts vicar) ,
B radfield , Comp ton ,

Eng lefield ( the tomb of the Marqu i s

O f Winchester
,
w ho defended Bas ing House) , East I ls ley

(those of the H i ldes ley s) , Farringdon (monuments Of th e

Un ton family) , Long Wittenham , St. Lawrence , Read ing

(where B lagrave i s bu ried) , St. Nicholas Abingdon , Ufli ng
ton

,
Wantage (monuments of the Fi tz warines) , and We l ford.

The Decorated style
,
from 1307 to 1 377 , or to the reign of

Edward I I I .

,
with i ts t raceried windows and more orna

mented mou ld ings
,
canopies

,
and n i ches

,
i s shown i n the

churches of Ashbu ry
,
Bray, Didcot, Farri ngdon,

Harwel l ,
Long Wittenham

, S l i ottesbroke (with the tomb of S i r

Wi l l iam Tressel l
,

St. Andrews , Sonn ing (where

Lord Stowel l i s bu ri ed ) , Sparsho l t ( the tombs of the

Achards , in the fou rteenth centu ry) , Wantage and We l ford .

Fina l ly the Perpend icu lar styl e
,
which was the last d ist i nct

archi tectu ra l sy stem ,
and w hich i s character i z ed by the

squareness of door-head ings and squarely panelled windows
,
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un ited with Sherborne by Bishop Herman
,
who made

Sonn ing h i s principa l res idence
,
unti l i n the reign of

Edward he transferred h i s See thence to Sherborne by
‘
synodal authority and the King

’

s munificence.

’ I t was

agai n transferred to Old Sarum , and final ly to Sal isbu ry in
1 2 17 and i n the reign of Richard I I . the Bishop resided

at Sonn ing Pa lace
,
where Isabel l a of Valois

,
the young

w i fe of the King
,
fled for protect ion . Wi th the Bishop of

Sarum the pa lace remained unti l the reign of El iz abeth .

An o ld ash-t ree now alone marks the spot.

SO the ‘Archdeacon ry ’
of Berks remained unt i l 1836 ,

when i t was t ransferred to Oxford . I t has now n in e ru ra l

deaneri es
,
and numbers 148 parishes , as compared with

the 140 that ex is ted in the reign of Hen ry VI I I .
,
and

193 churches .



CHAPTER VI I I .

C IV IL L IFE— ITS TOWNS AND V IL LAGES, AND THEIR
UPGROWTH .

W ITH the Norman Conquest , or rather with the more
peacefu l t imes that fo l lowed after the ama lgamat ion O f

the Saxon and Norman, the steady progress ive increase

in the nat iona l prosperity took i ts rise . By the reign of

Hen ry I I . the d ist inct ion between the races had a lmost

been ob l i terated and w hen Edward I . came to the throne
,

even the pecu l i ar d ifferences between the Norman and

Saxon atti re had d isappeared . The o lder towns l ived and

g rew ; new ones sprung up ; roads mu ltip l ied . The c iv i l

h is tory Of a county i s the sc ience Of i ts roads . First , the

hun ting nomads fo l low river-l ines for water. Then , when

ab le to carry water, and better armed aga inst the savage

animals of the fores ts , they traced pathways across the

open hi l l s . Then tiny ham lets grouped themse lves where
these t racks met, as the inhabitants more and more

ceased to fol low a nomad l i fe
,
unt i l

,
with an agricu l tu ral

peop le
,
came a c learance of wood land , less ra infa l l , and

better d ra inage of va l leys . Cu l t ivat ion extended , and

hence scattered hom esteads gathered others unto them ,

and fresh vi l lages were formed . Every such creat ion

induced further roads
,
unt i l

,
as the county settled more

fi rm ly and continuous ly into peace , they by degrees

assumed thei r p resent form and d irect ion . Main roads at



204 Hi story of B eré sni re.

fi rst ran on high and d ry land ; next they un ited the most
frequented fordw ay s ; and fina l ly

,
they connected those

towns which
,
from po l i t ica l or commerc ia l motives

,
suc

ces s ively came into prom inence. War
,
with i ts cast le

cent res o f act ive l i fe , fi rst made these towns then , or often

coeva l with them
,
the great monastic inst itut ion s exercised

the same attract ive power ; and last ly, commerce, based on
wider human in terests than ei ther, asserted i ts centra l i z ing
influence .
Nothing is more interesting in the history of the county

,

therefore
,
than to watch the gradual upgrowth of i ts towns

to power
,
and to t race them thence,

somet imes
, through the i r

comparative decadence . Thus i n Saxon times ,Wantage and

Wa l l ingford have each i n the i r tu rn been of importance.
Unde r Norman and med iaeval k ings

,
Wal l ingford

,
Abing

don
,
and Newbury rose into not ice, and Wantage fe l l .

The great market held at I l s ley ceased to be of importance

when the Kenne t navigat ion was opened i n 17 16 , by

d ivert ing the d i rect ion of improved fac i l i t ies of internal

traffi c , and i ts decay was completed when the tu rnpike

road from Oxford to Newbu ry was opened in 17 76 . In

modern t imes a l l these have d ropped into second-p lace
,

and Read ing h as outstripped them in popu lat ion and i n

w ea lth , and has cont i n ued to i ncrease i n materia l p ros

peri ty . As i t was one of the fi rst occupat ion s ites of

Pa laeo l i th ic man
,
so, fo r reason s s im i lar to those which

made Ce l t and Roman and Saxon necessari ly hold i t
,
i t

has cont inued to grow . Towns rose and fe l l from po l i t ical
or ecc les iast i ca l causes in early days ; and so wou ld have

Reading, had i ts only ra i son ct
’
e
‘

tre been that of an appanage
to the great Abbey of King Henry. Bu t as i t was strategi
ca l ly va luab l e in the days of feuda l i sm

,
so

,
as commerce

u su rped the dom in ion Of the sword
,
i t has not re trograded

,

but as the j unct ion of many roadways has r isen
,
and wi l l

cont inue to r ise , whi le trade makes i t i ts seat . Windso r

has remai ned j ust where i t was
,
shar i ng in the general
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fame to a van i shed race ; and of Saxon Wei ntage noth ing
is left. I ts church , founded by Norman hands , i s now of

Ear ly Eng l ish archi tectu re, with Perpend icu lar and Deco

rated work
,
and covers the tombs and brasses of some of the

F i tz w arines . The on ly person of note that Wantage has

p roduced , bes ides A lfred , was Bishop Bu t ler, the autho r

of ‘But ler
’

s Analogy
,

’ who was born i n 1692 i n the
‘P r io ry House,

’ and educated at the Free Gramma r

SchooL

W ith the adven t of the Norman ru l e, Wal l ing ford
i e

took the p lace of Wantage i n importance. I ts Bri t i sh and

Roman history has been a l ready referred to, and there i s a

further trace of these anc ient associat ions i n the arms of

the town
,
a cast le with s un and stars above, w hich appear

on a coin of Constant ius . I t was a large place even in

Saxon t imes
,
for i n the reign of the Confessor there were

76 houses paying gabel tax to the Crown .

At the t ime of the Conquest , Earl Wigod ruled i t as the
chief town i n Berk shi re. While Windsor had bu t 100

nag a
-
r or houses , and Read ing but 28 , i t possessed 494

dwel l ings. D
’
Oy ley , who w as made Baron of Hokenorton

,

was d irected to fort i fy i t , and also held at th i s t ime the
Manors of Chaddleworth , Letcombe, Bassett , Shefford , and
Ard ington ; but i t w as not unti l Toky, the only son of

Wigod , was k i l led i n defend ing the l ife of Wil l iam I . at

Gerberoi that the whole of the lands passed into the

Norman’s hands . H is ru l e w as one of cruel ty

and rap ine. He i s sa id to have bu rned the Abbey of

Ab ingdon but th is i s doubtfu l , seeing that a strong friend

sh ip ex isted between him and AbbotA thelhelm. The curfew
bel l was early introduced by h im , and sti l l r i ngs at 9 p m. and

6 am . S ickness at las t overcame the kn ight ; and, under

Wa llingford, spel t a t di fferent periods Weal inga, Wal ing
,
Wal in,

Wal l ing , and Wal ly ngford Wal l ingfort, Walyngforth .

T From Sax . nag /z, a h ouse fenced or di tched ; all ied to beg , a

hedge.
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its soften ing influence
,
he founded the Prio ry of Wa l l i ngford .

Superst i t ion
,
too , had probably something to do with h is

reformat ion . He had certain ly obtained from the Abbot
,

through some undue influence , the estate of Tadmorton ;

and fa l l ing i l l soon after , he had a He dreamt that
‘he seemed to be in a roya l pa lace , and to s ee a queen

seated on a throne ; and by he r stood two Abingdon monks

that at h is ent rance knel t before the Queen
,
and po inted

h im out as the man who u su rped her possess ions and

caused thei r comp laint. She ordered him to be thrust ou t

O f doors
,
and carried to the meadow and there pun ished .

S O i t was done , and being made to s i t , some i l l-behaved

l i tt le boys brought hay from the meadow , and hav ing

wetted i t
,
set i t on fi re around h im and smoked him . A s

he g roaned i n his s leep h is wi fe woke h im ,
to whom he

to ld h is d ream
,
and with her adv ice he vowed repa rat ion

and as soon as he w as we l l enough , he made fo rmal

restorat ion of the Manor of Tadmorton to the Abbot on

St . Mary’s a ltar at Abingdon .

’

Revo l ts of the unhappy Engl ish were common and fierce

Hereward the Wake long he ld the Normans at bay in the

Linco ln fens and Aldred , a monk of Abingd on , who had

essayed to aid h im , was impr isoned in the new keep at

Wa l l ingford . After D
’

oyley’s death the town became the

fief of the Bassetts , who he ld Wa l l ingford and Ardington in

the t ime of the second Hen ry.

By this t ime i t was rich , w ith fourteen churches, wh ich

test ified to the s i z e and importance of the place ; and ,
j udging from the archives, the pure Saxon names were

d isappear ing
,
and givi ng p lace to Eng l i sh . There are

many quaint names , both of men and women
,
i n the

Corporat ion Records and Burghmote Roll s. There were

John Time-of-day, Nicholas Three-half-pence, Al ice Lang

heregaud ,
and A l i ce Longhai r. This latter lady seems to

have been of doubtfu l character. For a certain man was fined

Proc . Berks . Archaeol. Soc .
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thi rty-seven pence for being with Al iz Longhai r.’ A s t ime

went on
,
too , owing to the influx of Norman peop l es, there

were such fanci fu l names as Estri lda
,
E lew i z

, C laria,

A ssel ina
,
Ybbe, and Tamason

, to be found in the l ist of
fee-farm rents .

I t w as one of the earl iest of Parl iamentary boroughs
,

send ing rep resen tat ives in 1 293, and , l ike Windsor, pa id i ts

members , and chose them from the inhabi tan ts
,
or from

the Corporat ion . The voters were the Corporat ion and

i nhabi tants ‘ pay ing scot and lot.’ I t was origina l ly the

gao l town
,
but the pri son w a s removed to Windsor in 13 14,

w hence i t was t ransferred to Read ing ; that at Abingdon

being sti l l retained unt i l 1 870 ,
when i t was d isused . A

cu riou s cu stom was perm itted under the charter granted

by Henry I I I . , for by i t an offender convicted for the fi rs t

t ime of a grave offence cou ld c la im to lose hi s eyes
, or be

otherwise muti lated , rather than su ffer death .

Richard I I ., w hen a m inor
,
showed both cou rage and

add ress . The revol t of the people under Wat Ty ler d id not

apparen tly extend to Berkshi re, though i t had a foot ing in

Su rrey
,
and a Berksh i re man

,
Richard Wa l l ingford

,

’ took

a lead ing part i n i t .i e He was no common man was th is

R ichard . I n happ ier days he would have been,
at least

,
a

demagogue ; at most, a po l i t ician with advanced views

represent ing a tu rbu lent rad ical consti tuency. He ‘ stood

high i n the mun icipal in sti tu tions of the town ; he was

head-borough or constab le
,

’ and acted as l ieutenan t to,
though not a serv i le fo l lower Of, hi s leader Tyler . The

programme of the rebel l ious mob was comprehens ive

enough . The House of Lords , the lawyers , j ust ices , j udges,
j u rymen

,
were to be swep t from Off the earth,

’ for ‘without
th is ant idote the poisoned commonwea l th must per ish .

’

I t was Richard Wa l l ingford
’

s calmer i nfluence that led the

King to grant the charters that were afterwards cance l led ;
and he showed a sound j udgment in wi thd rawing himse lf

H is t . of Wal l ingford.

’
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the stocks . Neither cou ld servan ts ‘ play at tab les
,
d ice

,

or cards , on work ing days , both by n ight and day, i n any

a le house
,
or t ipp l i ng house,

’ under penalt ies laid down .

Doubtless they were pract ical ly as inoperat ive as i f any

such regulat ions were made now .

Wa l l ingford
,
the chief town i n Berksh i re i n Wil l iam’

s

reign
,
was very d i fferent when the C ivi l War of the

seventeenth centu ry began . The construct ion of the

br idges at Cu lham
,
Burford , and afterwards at Dor

chester, d iverted some port ion of the western t rade to

the Abingdon roads . Up to th is t ime the bridge of

Wall ingford had been the most importan t on the Thames
i n these parts

,
bu t the a l terat ions of the l ine of t raffic

had rap id resu lts . The populat ion of the town had

sunk to be a fi fth of what Read ing w as
,
and of i ts

fou rteen churches bu t three or fou r were left . Besides
the loss of t rade, the p lague , in 1 343 , committed fearfu l

ravages
,
and had depopu l ated the town . Parishes , too

poor to be kept separate
,
had been j o ined together, and

so by degrees these cent res of spi r i tu a l act ivi ty decayed .

Thus ten churches fe l l into d isuse . O f those be long ing

to the re l igiou s foundat ions , the Bened ict ine Monastery

of the Ho ly bu i l t by D
’

Oy ley ,
the house of

St . Luc ien
,
the Hosp i ta l of St. John the Baptist , and the

Co l lege of St . Nicho las ,
‘with in the 3rd Dyke of the Cast le,

’

were d isso lved by the Reformation . Dr . Loudon , the last

head of the Col lege
,
had wi l l ingly shared i n the process

of spol iat ion ; and , afterwards convicted of perju ry and

other offences , he was sentenced to be pi l loried in Oxford ,
Windsor

,
and Wokingham ,

‘where every voice might

revi le , and every hand might hu r l fi lth at h im
,
and then he

was thrust away i n the F lee t Prison
,
where he m iserably

d ied .

’

1
'

I t held the Manor of Eas tbury
,
near Lamborne, as Wall ingford

Cas tle held among i ts manors tha t of Donnington.

1
" Froude.
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O f the other churches
,
A l l Ha l lows was destroyed in the

C ivi l War. St . Mary the Minor was un ited to S t . Peter’s in

1 374, and poss ib ly the gro ined crypt in the H igh Street i s a

re l ic of i t . St. John super agna fn was i n Thames Street ;
S t . Mart in’s stood near the street of the same name ; St.
Michael’s was un i ted to St. Peter

’s i n 1 374 ; and St . Peter

i n the West and St. Rumba ld
’

s have d isappeared . A l l

Hal lows
,
or All Saints , was probably erected on the s ite of

the Saxon church of Wi god , and d id not stand with in the

Cast le prec incts .

S t. Mary the More ( late Perpend icu lar) the Chu rch of

S t . Leonard , a l so probab ly fi rst erected by D’

Oy ley ,
as i t

has a Norman doorway, but repai red in 1704 ; and St .
Peter’s

,
which , ru ined i n the C iv i l War , was rebu i lt in

I 769 , and w h ich contains the grave of S ir Wi l l iam B lack

stone
,
are a lone left of the number that once adorned

the town . Mann describes S t . Peter’s as fu rni shed with

wainscot pews
,
and as rej o ic ing in that exceed ing tasteless

ness that characteri z ed the arch itecture and decorat ion of

the last century ; but few wou ld now agree wi th h im that i t

was one of the neatest and best adapted to thi s northern

c l imate Of any Of ou r country churches
,
which are i n

general gloomy
,
cold

,
and damp

,
and ca lcu lated to inspi re

those who attend them rather with horro r than devo

t ion .

’

The bridge
,
which trad it ion says was erected as far back

as A .D . 600,
has also had i ts v i c i ss i tudes. The fi rst was

d oubt less of wood
,
but the second was so nearly l ike that

o f Old London that i t may we l l have dated as far back as

the reign of John. The C ivi l War damaged i t. I t was

cu t through
,
and d rawbridges made ; bu t the repai rs,

executed in wood
,
and then i n stone, probably were

insu ffic i en t , for i n 1809 i t had to be rebu i l t .

One of the most noteworthy names in the annals o f

Wal l ingford i s that of the Dunches of Wittenham . They

fre quently represented the town in Par l i ament. S i r

14 -2
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Wil l iam Dunch was member in 16 12 , and h is eldest son ,
Edmund

,
though he supported his relat ive

,
the Protecto r

,

and was for a t ime Governor of the Castle, was act ive i n

the restorat ion of Char l es I . H is grandson was largely

i n strumenta l i n p romoting the revo lu tion of 16 88
,
he ld

office as Master O f the Household to Ann e and George I .
,

and was member t i l l h i s death i n 1 7 19 . Edmund Dunch

had been created Baron Burnel l by Cromwel l
,
though the

t itle was d isal l owed on the retu rn Of Charl es I I . ; and i t was

said of Edmund by the Royal is ts that he had a patent to be

lord of the Lord knows what
,
and how l ittl e he deserves i t .’

His race became ext inct i n 1 7 19 , as so many other old

fam i l i es in Berkshi re have done. Fu l ler i n h i s Worthies

mentions on ly n inety fam i l ies that st i l l occup ied the ir

anc ien t res idences ; and now app aren tly on ly three , the

Ey stons Of Hend red , the Puseys of Pusey, and the Pley

del l s Of Shr ivenham
,
are left .

The ancien t borough of Wa l l ingford was one of the

fi rst to have a mayor and mun ic ipal rights ; and i n

early days i t had paid i ts ch ief magistrate £20 a year .
I ts dec l i n e was somewhat checked by the exert ions of S ir

Will iam Blackstone
,
i t s representat ive

,
who was instrumental

in br inging about the construction of two tu rnpike roads ,
one between Oxfo rd and Read ing

,
and the other to

Wantage , which , by improv ing the commun ications , im

proved i ts commerc ia l pos i t ion . B u t i t s day had gone by.

I t had been the ch iefest c ity Of Berkshi re i n Saxon days,
and had reached i ts h ighest prosper i ty i n the t ime of the

Norman kings .

Abingdon was also a p lace of note i n ear ly t imes ; and ,
growing with i ts famous monastery

,
decl ined with i ts d i s

so lut ion. O rigina l ly cal led Seovechesham, Seukesham ,

Seovesham ,
or Seusham,

i t was probably of Bri t ish origin

and the I sl e of Andersey ,
oppos ite the s i te of the Abbey,

may have been the pos it ion of the ear ly sett lement in

summer-t ime . This i s let the monks exchanged with O ffa
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the neighbourhood was that at Wa l l ingford . So they, of

thei r ow n bounty
,

’ bu i l t the br idge of s ix pointed arches

w i th stone p rovided by S ir Peter Bes i ls
,
Of Bes i ls legh , who

a lso left hou ses for i ts repai r ; and who , with Geoffrey

Barbou r and Wi l l i am and Maud Ha les
,
were especia l

benefactors to the New Br idge . They bu i l t another at

Bu rford
,
too ; and so there arose a stream of trade by the

C i rencester route .

The monks had done noth ing to make or mar the bridge ;
the King had graciou sly given his royal l i cen se for i t

, but

had added nothing to that va luab le document . I t seems

strange nowadays to th ink that a great improvement such

as th i s cou ld not be effected wi thou t the consent of the

K ing . But i t was so ; and the energy of these wise men

was not , as i t m ight have been,
checked .

Ky nge Henry V . in h i s fourthe y ere,
H e hath i -found for h i s folk a brige B erkscheere,

Where carti s w i th carriage may go and come clere,
Tha t many w inters a fore w ere marred in the my re.

For now i s Culham H i the* i -come t o an ende,

An a l the con t re the bet ter an no man the w orse.

Few folke there w ere coude tha t w ay mende,
B ut they w aged a w ed or pay ed Of her purse
An i f i t w ere a beggar had breed in h i s bagge,
H e schulde be ry ght soone ib i d for t o goo aboute
An if the pore peny less the h i rew ard w old have
A hood or a g irdle an let h im goo

A strong and affluen t Gu i ld— that of the ‘Fratern i ty of

the Ho ly Cross — was formed abou t 1 389 , when they had

a priest and two proctors chosen annua l ly . They were

i n strumenta l in erect ing a handsome rood or cross in the

Chu rch of St . Helen’s ; and Geoffrey Barbou r, and many

others who exerted themselves i n the bu i ld ing of the New

Bridge
,
were members of the Gu i ld . They were incor

pora ted in 1442 , were endowed wi th lands so as to keep

4!

1416 . j
“ Ly sons.
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i n order the road between Abingdon and Dorchester
, and

bu i l t i n 1446 a Christ
’s Hosp ita l for thi rteen poo r men and

women . Si r John Golafre and Thomas Chaucer
,
the son

of the poet , were the trustees ; and thus the latter fami ly
has had to do certain ly with three princ ipa l Berksh ire
towns—V i z Reading, Wa l l ingford , and Abingdon— and

t rad it ional ly W i th Newbury
,
through the neighbouring

Castl e of Donnington.

The Gu i ld supported two Chap lains in 1457—One, the

Rood Priest , to pray for the benefactors thereto ; and the

other
,
the Bridge Priest, to i n tercede for the benefactors to

the bridge—and for these dut ies each received a sa lary of

£6 13s . 4d .

The members feasted royal ly on the 3rd May of each

year i n Banbu ry Court, West St . He len
’s S treet ; and ,

as the fo l lowing statement shows
,
compared with the

present va lue of money
,
cheap ly . They provided s ix

calves at 2 5 . 2d . each
,
s ixteen lambs at I s . each

,
eighty

capons at 3d . each , eighty geese at each
,
and e igh t

hundred eggs at 5d . a hundred
,
bes ides vegetab les

,
herbs

,

and the l ike.

I n 1 539 they erected an a i sl e ca l led Ou r Lady’s Ais le
i n St. He len’s Chu rch

,
which was cei led by Nicho las

Gou ld
,
one of the members of the Gu i l d

,
to whose memory

an inscript ion was p laced
,
asking the reader to

,

In the w orsh ip of our Lady ,
Pray for N i cholas Gould and Amy .

’

The roof i s o rnamented with figures of k ings and sa ints

under carved canopies
,
said to have once be longed to the

great Abbey.

This sem i-re l igious Gu i l d w as
,
l ike others, d isso lved

by Henry VI I I . i n 1 547 ; but , at the request of S i r

John Mason
,
i t received a new charter in 1553 from

Edward VI .

,
incorporat ing the Gu i ld and some of the

chief inhabitants of the town as Governors of the ‘Chris t
’

s
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Hosp ital
,

’
w hen a sermon was preached i n commemo

rat ion of the benefactors by Laud before he became a

bishop .

I t i s a low brick and timber house, with a wooden

c loi ster
,
having texts

,
a representat ion of the market

cross which the Gui ld had erected
,
and paint ings i l lus tra

t ive of almsgiving
,
some Of which contain portrai ts,

w hich , t rad i tion says , are those of Geoffrey Barbou r, S i r

John Mason
,
and Edward VI . I n the o ld ha l l the

sta ined g lass bears the arms of these benefactors to

the town
,
whose portraits , together with those of S i r

Peter Bes i ls
,
Lione l Bostock

,
and Thomas Tesdale

(founder Of Pembroke Col lege) , hang on the wa l ls . There

i s an anc ien t p icture
,
too

,
show ing Barbour giving John

H uchy ns money to bu i ld the bridge
,
which i s being

constructed in the background . To the energy Of the

one
,
the wea l th of the other

,
and the sympathy of the

brethren of the Gu i ld of the Ho ly Cross
,
the bridge w as

due.

With the d isso lut ion Of the great Abbey the town began

to dec l ine. The c loth ing trade and manufactu re that

flou rished i n Berkshi re
,
at Newbury

,
Hendred

,
Read ing

,

Abingdon , and e lsewhere
,
fe l l off and decayed with the

d isappearance of the monast ic ed ifi ces i n the county. A s

Le land says , The town s tondi th by c loth ing .

” An appeal

to Queen Mary resu l ted in the grant of new lands to the
town , and a charter of i ncorporat ion

,
whereby i t had a

mayor, two bai l i ffs , and n in e aldermen . At this t ime i ts
market-place w as adorned with a very handsome cross

,

w hich stood where the present market—house
,
a bui ld ing of

Q ueen Anne’s t ime , i s erected . It i s descr ibed by Richard

Symons as of octangu lar form
,
with 3 rows of statues

the fi rst of 6 grave k ings ; the second of the Virgin
,

4 fema le sa in ts, and a m i t red prelate ; the th i rd of sma l l

H is t . of the Hundred of Wanting.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 1 8 Hi story of Berksh i re.

After th is
,
Governor B rowne was left at peace ; but h is

ways were crue l . Al l I ri sh pri soners were hanged withou t

t ri a l by ‘Abingdon Law .

’ Both in th is C iv i l War, and

that of 1668, the feel ing of ant ipathy shown tow ards the

I r i sh was extreme. They were looked on as represent ing

the Papist e lemen t
,
against which the nat ion had rebel led ,

and , i f captu red , they were shown scant mercy. After the

war, Abingdon subs ided into a qu i et town , whose days of

mercant i l e act ivi ty had passed away
,
i ts t rade now con

s i st ing of ‘malt ing
,
hemp-d ress i ng

,
and sack and sai l-c loth

making.

’

I n anc ient bu i ld ings
, bes rdes the rel ics of the Abbey, i t

i s st i l l r i ch . I n add it ion to Chri st’s Hosp ita l i s the Church
of St . Helen

,
i ts sp i re supported by flying buttresses , and

conta in ing tombs of Royse , founder of the Grammar

School i n 157 1 ; of Lee , five t imes Mayor of Abingdon ,
and who had ‘ i n h i s l i fet ime i ssu e from hi s loynes 200 ,

l acking but 3 ;
’
i" and l ast ly of Geoffrey Barbour, who d ied

i n 141 7 . One Of i ts windows once contained a reference

to the br idge, i n which the King
’s name was given undue

p rom inence by some forgotten adm i rer for the motto ran

Henri cus Quartus , quarto fundaverat anno
Rex Pontem Burford

,
super undas atque Culhamford.

’

The Chu rch of St . N icholas
,
c lose to the Abbey gateway

,

i s the most anc ient, having been bu i lt by Abbot N icho las

de Colchan i n 1 300 , on the s i te of a more ancien t. and

poss ib ly Sax on
,
ed ifice.

The Manors of W itham
,
Appleton

,
B es i ls leigh ,

and

Hendred are intimately con nected with the monast ic

h istory of
.

Abingdon . The former
,
connected with the

W i ghtams
, who became extinct as far back as the reign

of Edward IV .
, has a moated hou se wi th embatt led gate

tower, w hich was erected by S i r Richard Harcou rt in

Ashmole.
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1480,
i n to whose hands the property had passed . Thence

i t retu rned to the King, by whom i t was granted i n 1539

to Lord Wi l l iam of Thame, and then to the son of that

S i r Henry Norr i s who was beheaded on susp ic ion of be ing

a lover of Anne Bo leyn afte r the scene at the tou rna

ment at Greenwich . From h im i t went to the Berties .
App leton i s a lso moated

,
and with its Norman doorway

and arches of the reign of the second Henry
,
is the oldest

manor-house i n Berks .

Bes i ls lei gh ,
which was o ld enough to contain a secret

chamber
,
has long been dest royed ; but it had an interest i n

being the fam i ly residence of the Bes i ls
,
who Obtained i t

by marriage i n 1 350,
and w hose descendant

,
S i r Peter

,

gave the stone for the bridge at Cu lham .

But the fam i ly d im in i shed ; and fina l ly the last Of the d i rect

l i ne of the Bes i ls intermarri ed with another o ld Berkshi re

fam i ly
,
the Fetty p laces of App leton ( in the church of which

i s the tomb of S i r J ohn,
who d ied in and of Litt le

Shefford ,
w here the heiress and her husband bu i lt a moated

manor-house.’ The great ha l l at Litt le She fford st i l l con

tain s i ts old t imber-work and windows , and on a proj ecting

stone i s a sh ie ld of the ‘arms of the Bes i ls quartering

Leigh .

’ I ts chu rch conta ins the alabaster monument to

S i r Thomas Fet ty p lace and h is wi fe, the founder of the

manor-house that of John Fetty place and h is wife , bearing

the date of 1 524 ; and both i n the w indows and on the

tombs are the arms of Fetty p lace,

‘quartering B es i ls , and

impa l ing those of

The fam i ly returned again to Bes rlsleigh ,
and i n 16 34

sol d i t to Wi l l iam L entha l l
,
Speaker of the Long Parl ia

ment
,
who had someth ing to do with Berksh i re i n the

sequestrat ing days of the Civ i l War .

Hendred
,
or rather land there , i s a lso associated with

Abingdon , inasmuch a s i t w as he ld under a Saxon charte r

by the Abbey of Abingdon ' but the ‘Abbey Manor ’ of

Murray 5 H andbook.

’
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Hendred
,
accord ing to Domesday, then belonged to the

King . Henry I . gave i t to the Empress Mati lda, who

g ran ted i t to the Abbey of Read ing, in whose hands i t

remained unt i l the D isso lut ion. Then i t passed to the

son of S i r Henry Norris
,
before referred to

,
who was

beheaded 14th May , 1536 ; and from him to Fenton , Earl

Ke l l i e , Si r Peter Van Lore , and final ly to the Ey stons , in

16 23.

Another of the Hendred manors
,
the Mano r of Arches ,

’

was the property of Henry de Ferrers at the Norman

S u rvey ; and then of the Turbervi l les , one of whose

d aughters
,
Amice

,
marri ed Wi l l iam de Arches ; whence i t

descended to the Stowes of Burford
,
i n 1422 ; and the

Ey stons of I s leworth by marr iage, i n 1443, i n whose

fam i ly i t has ever s ince remained . Attached to the

manor-house i s the O ld Ear ly-Eng l ish Chapel of St. Amand

and St . John the Bapt ist , which dates back probab ly as

far as 1 29 1 and i s, with S tonor and Haz lew ood i n York

sh i re , one Of the few Roman-Catho l i c p laces of worship

wh ich has a lways been devoted to the tenets of that c reed .

I t may have even had a Saxon origin
,
for near i t coins

of
‘
tEdelred

,
Rex Anglorum,

’ have b een found . I t cer

ta in ly was endowed i n 1402 by Robert Rando l f with lands ,
t ithes

,
and a house in East Hendred . These w ere a l ienated

i n 1 547 . I t was connected with the Abbey of Read ing

a lso— for in one of i ts window s i s the c ipher of Hugh

Faringdon
,
the last Abbot— in the same way that the

d is trict w as with that of Abingdon
,
to wh ich i t fu rn i shed

Abbots Robert d e Hendred and Richard de Hendred
,
in

1 2 34 and 1 289 . In the l ibrary adj o in i ng the chape l i s s t i l l

p reserved the tomb of Robert
,

fi rst Abbot of Poghley ,

which was removed there on the destruct ion of that

re l ig ious house ; so that Hend red was c lose ly associated

with the monastic i sm of the county
"

In the O ld hou se a re preserved the d ri nk ing-cup of S i r

See p . 184.
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But as i t rose with the construct ion of the Abingdon bridge
,

and the d ivergence of the western traffic, to some exten t,
through i t, so i t shared in i ts eventual rest. The Saxon

towns of Berksh i re have l i tt le i nfluence i n modern t imes.
Not far from Farringdon i s the anc ien t Manor of Pusey,

he ld by one of the o ldest fam i l i es i n Berksh ire
,
and

orig ina l ly granted to its fi rst possessor by the tenu re of a

horn . Though asserted to be of the date of Cnut , the

i n script ion on the horn i s certa inly not Dan ish . The trad i

t ion that the fi rst rec ip ien t , who was an Officer in Cnut
’
s

army, obtained i t because he had warned the King of a

Saxon ambuscade, can have , therefore, but scanty founda

t ion. The horn , which i s 245 inches long, and 1 2 i nches in

c ircumference, i s of a dark brown ‘ torto i se-she l l ’ colou r
,

mounted at each end wi th rings of s i lver . A centra l ring,
to which i s affixed two sma l l feet to render i t capabl e of

stand ing , contains the i nscript ion , which run s

Ky nge Knoud geve VV y l lyam P ew se

H y s hom e t o h olde by thy Londe.

’

Though horns were used by the Saxon s rather than

the Normans as d rink ing vessels , the custom of hold ing

manors by such curiou s tenu res i s rather Norman than

Saxon and there are other cases of a sim i lar character in
Berkshi re . Thu s there are the horns at Hungerford—one ,
sa id to have been given as a charter to the town by

King John , holds abou t a quart of l iqu i d ; the other,
bearing the date of 16 34, i s of brass , and i s not a dri nk ing

horn
,
bu t a bug le

,
which i s u sed to summon the tenants

at the Manor Cou rt
,
and was former ly ‘" ‘blown annual ly

on Hock Tuesday to assemble the inhabitan ts to chuse
the Constable

,
i n whom i s vested the mun ic ipal govern

ment of the town . This officer was formerly also Co roner

C lerk of the Market , and Lord of the Manor fo r the t ime
being

,
and was ass i sted by 1 2 feoffees and burgesses

,
a

Topog. Descrip. Berksh ire.

’
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portreeve, steward , etc .
’ This horn bears the fo l lowing

inscript ion 1

‘John a Gaun did g ive and grant the r ial l

fish ing to Hungerford Towne from
E ldven S tub to Iri sh S t i l

,
except ing som

s evera l m i l Pound .

Jehospha t Lucas w as Cunstable.

’

This i s evident ly a surv iva l of the o lder trad it ion, as the

more anc ien t and poss ib ly genu ine d rinking-horn is un in

scr ibed . Such vesse ls were doubt less handed down as hei r

looms in Saxon fam i l i es, a l l the more so i f rich ly mounted ,
and may eas i ly have come into the hands of the Norman

p lunderers
,
w ho may have used them fo r such purposes of

feudal tenu re as the above instance wou ld suggest.
Farringdon and Wantage both had held Saxon pa laces

Abingdon a Saxon abbey ; Wa l l ingford a Saxon cast le ;
and there was yet another p lace on the borders of the

Thames that w as a Saxon v i l , which was to be the paren t

of a modern royal borough .

The v i l lage of Old Windsor contains the s i te of the

palace of Edward the Confessor. Some Roman bricks

and co ins in the neighbourhood at St. Leonard’s point to

Roman occupat ion
,
though to a l im i ted extent ; but i t i s

only in the Confesso r
’

s reign that i t comes prom inen tly

in to note. I t covered an o ld ferry over the Thames here,
referred to i n the metrica l Anglo-Norman romance of

Geoffrey Ga imar
,
who

,
in describing the Battle of [Esces

dun,
says

C O es t un gué vers W indesoveres ,
A unes estand en unes mores .

’

The origin Of the name i s doubtfu l . I t has been

suggested to have been derived from the wind ing shore

of the Thames at thi s point , which seems far-fetched .

The better i n terpretat ion appears to be that of Harr ison ,
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w ho fanc ies that the forest d istr ict, through which runs the
Wind le

,
or

‘V indeles ,
’ brook , on which Wind lesham i s

s i tuated , and which enters the Wey near Chertsey, took i ts
name from the stream , and gave i t aga in to the ‘Royal
Vi l ’ of Edward

,
which grew up by the fordw ay on the

Thames . The early spe l l ing gives colour to thi s v iew. I t

i s u sual ly VVindles -ofra , Wind les -ou re, Vt
’
ind les -ora

,

Windelsor
,
Windleshora ; and on ly in l ater manuscripts

does i t become VV indesour
,
Wy ndosor, etc.

‘The name

whereof (not w
‘ou t caw se) i s cal ly d Wy ndsore whethar i t

came as some a ffirme of ye fery over ye rivar there
, y e

passengers usy nge ( i n cal ly nge for the boate) to by dd
them wy nd to shoar (becaw se ye boate then as now a l so
went to a rope and a pole, thow ghe not i n the same place

w her i t is now
,
but where ye bridge i s ) , or w h i thar i t toke

name of y e qua l i t ie of ye place w hiche standy nge hy ghe

and open to the w ethar i s ca l led VVy ndesor becaw se y e

wy nn
’
i s sore and ye ayre very subti l e and percy nge there

as ye Inhab itants fy nd i t, w hiche etymologie devy sy nge

w t my s el ffe i f ye nature Of ye place i t s el ffe
,
I added

anothar al so thereto, de s itu loc i at my fyrst comy nge

thethar
,
of th is effecte

The wy nd i s sore in h ighe w yndsor, w hereof i t may e take name
,

And w ynde, for w y ndynge, may import assendynge t o y e same,

As eke the haw ke i s say de t o s ore tha t ly ethe on h ighe above,
O f w h ich ety molog ies , one the trew the I guesse dothe

This Saxon v i l
’ was a favouri te res idence of Edward

’

s ;
and poss ibly the moated farm

,
west of the chu rch, may

represent hi s Saxon dwel l ing. One of i ts guard ians w as

Wulmar of Nutgareshale, whose son
,
cutt ing t imber one

day i n B ruel le (Bri l l , Bucks) Woods , w as struck b l ind , and
remained so unt i l he got aud ience with the King, whom he

besought to he lp h im
,
as he had been told i n a dream to
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a v i l lage grew . Wa lter Fitz O ther was the first Caste l lan

and W
'

arden of the Forest, and , from his office , hi s son took

the name of ‘Windsor.’ From this race sprang the great

fami l ies of the Ear ls of P lymouth
,
the Carew s of Cornwa l l ,

and the Fitz geralds and F i tzmaurices of I reland . From

the hands Of Wa lter the Manor of Eton passed through

those of Hodenge, Huntercombe, Scudamore, and Lovel to

Eton Co l l ege in the reign of Edward IV.

Poss ibly a sma l l chape l ex i sted i n O ld ”

Wi ndsor i n Saxon
days

,
for a pri est or presbyter of the manor i s mentioned as

a tenant of land there . Anyhow, i n 1 189 Richard gran ted

the Chapel of O ld Windsor
,
and the Church of S t. John the

Bapti s t at New Windsor to the Monastery of Waltham .

’

By thi s t ime
,
therefore

,
the new vi l lage was la rge enough

to want a chu rch. S imi lar ly menti on i s made in 1 2 10
,
in a

d ispute between Wi l l i am de Cant i lupe, Lord of the Mano r

of Eton, and the Prior of Merton,
re lat ive to Eton Church .

SO the latter v i l lage too had grown
,
bu t i ts church has long

s ince passed away.

The new road through Eton to S lough was probably

made when the roya l residence was transferred to the

Castl e of Windsor. Before that i t ran by O ld Windsor
,
to

cross the Thames at S taines ; bu t with the fi rst charter
,

granted by Edward I the l ine of traffi c began to pass
through the new town .

’ A port ion of the manor between

the Castle and Eton
,
know n as ‘Windsor Underoure

,

’

passed into the hands of the monks of Reading Abbey

about th is t ime, and a trace of thi s transference sti l l

remains in the name of the Abbot’s P i le on the Eton s ide
near Tangier Mi l l . To Reading a lso the county gaol

,

which had been transferred here from Wa l l ingford i n
1 276 , and so remained unti l 1 3 14, w as then removed by

pet i t ion, as being a more central pos it ion Thu s for
some time Windsor became the county town

,
as ass i z es

were he ld there . Jousts and great rej oic ings fo l lowed at

Ty pog . Descrip . Berks .

’
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Windsor after the v i c tory at Crecy ; and about thi s time

the cross was erected at the j unction of Peascod
,
Cast le

,

High , and Thames Streets at i ts foot proclamations were

read . The name sti l l su rv ives
, and pub l i c orders are read

on i ts s i te even now. I t w i tnessed the departu re of

Richard I I . from his baby queen of e leven years O ld and

by i t old S i r Bernard Brocas mu st have often passed
,
from

h is Manors of Winkfield , Bray, and Old Windsor , on hi s

w ay to those in C lewer and i n New Windsor , near the fie ld

which perpetuates h is name i n the immed iate neighbou r

hood of the Co l lege of Eton . I t i s to Hen ry VI . that the

foundat ion of thi s co l lege is due . After v i s i t ing Wi l l iam

o f W
'

ykeham’s foundation at Winches ter
,
he inv i ted al l the

fai thfu l i n Chri st to aid h im
,
for the p ra i se , honou r, and

g lory of God , and of the b lessed Vi rgin Mary, and for the

inc rease of Div i n e worship , and the inc rease of the ho ly

Church
,
to found

,
make

,
and ordain, and du ly estab l i sh

,

a Col lege i n the Pari sh Chu rch of Eton , near New

Wy ndesor .

’ According ly the work was begun
,
and materia l s

were brought from a l l parts . The sand at 1d . per load

from the ‘

Sandepy tte,
’ which w as

‘ i n fra s i tum Col leg i i

the chalk was dug at Lyme Hoste Hints , of which large

q uan t i t ies were u sed , came from Lyme Hoste and Mar

lowe ; Caen stone from Normandy and
‘ragg stone ’ from

Maidstone were emp loyed i n the con struct ion of the chapel ;
whi le the oak was fu rn i shed from London , Easthampstead ,

Sunn inghi l l
,
Windsor Forest , and numerous other p laces ,

even as far away as Newark . The workmen were kept

s tri ct ly at work . They were fined ‘ for ch id ing ,

’ for play

i ng
,

’ ‘ for looking about
,

’ ‘ for tel l ing of ta les ,
’

at 2d .

for each offence ; and
‘ for shedd ing l ime ’ they paid as

much as 6d . Doubt less they w ere attent ive to thei r work ,
fo r the 2d . of thei r days wou ld be fa i r ly represented

by 53 . of ours. When the co l lege became fin i shed ,
Henry d irected that no other schoo l shou ld teach within

Castle
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ten m i les of i t. The fi rs t statutes
,
drawn up by Wi l l i am

VV ay nflete, the fi rst provost
,
i n 1443, were fo l lowed by a

more comp lete set drafted by Henry h imse l f three years

l ater. By them the schoo l was to teach seven ty scholars
,

with teachers
,
cho ri sters

,
and th i rteen a lmsmen ; and the

King added to h is roya l gifts of money and books the

t reasu red re l ics of John the Confessor
,
formerly Prior of the

Monastery of Brid l ington. So the chu rch was enriched by

a finger-j o int and a vertebra of the reputed Saint. The

provis ion s w ith regard to the almsmen seem never to have

been carri ed ou t , bu t i n other respects the co l lege has

exceeded the intent ions of i t s founder i n the number of its

pupi ls
,
to whom Henry’s ow n words shou ld be ever

a pp l icab l e
,

‘
S i t i s bon i pueri ; mites et doc ibi les

,
et serv i

Domin i ’ (
‘Be good boys ; be gentle and doci le

,
and

servants of the Lord

I n the reign of Hen ry VI I I . fi rst appears
,
in the Corpo

ration Accounts
,
the charge of 403 . for the payment

o f the ‘ expenses ’ of the two members of Parl i ament fo r

the borough ; and the custom of payment of members at

th is t ime appeaf s to have been prevalent throughout the

k ingdom
,
though the amount varied from time to t ime .

The Commons had but l i t t le power then,
and such stories

a s the j ud ic ia l mu rders of the martyrs Pearson
, Testwood ,

and Fi lmer at Windsor i n 1 543, may have done much

to bring about that fee l ing of rebe l l ion
,
both agai nst the

Chu rch and the Sovereign,
w hich led , not long after, to a

ready acceptance of the doctrines Of the Reformat ion
,
and

i nd i rect ly to the b loody issu e of the C iv i l War.
For Henry, influenced by Gardi ner of Winchester

,
had

passed a statute impos ing death by burn ing or hanging

on a l l w ho deni ed t ransubstant iation
,
the exped iency of

masses, and the necess i ty for au ricu lar confess ion ; and

these men and some others were persecu ted in 1 543 by

a band of bishops , lawyers , and kn ights , among them

being one Master Fache l
,

’ of Read ing. Robert Testw ood
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pat ient suffering confessed that they cou ld have found in
thei r hearts (at that present) to have d ied with them .

’

One cu rious resu l t seems to have happened from the

martyrdom which those who suffered scarcely d reamt of.

The V icar of Bray was p resen t i n the crowd . The s ight

was too d read fu l fo r h is courage, and the mutabi l i ty of hi s

rel igious convict ions i s said to date i ts origi n from the

martyr’s fi res
,
w h ich he ‘found too hot for h is tender

temper .
’ The fa ith that was i n these men found no echo

i n hi s breast. He had but one ambition— to rema in Vica r

of Bray through a l l th e changes Of
'

that changefu l t ime . He

had h is wish grat ified
,
and has been h istorica l ly pi l lor i ed

accord ing ly .

O thers who showed vac i l lat ion of a less marked character

also vis i t ed ‘Wi ndsor . Cranmer , Rid ley, and Latimer were,
after a long impr isonment i n the Tower, conveyed to

Windsor. But they d id not remain long
,
as they were

moved to Oxford
,
there to d ispute with d ivines and learned

men and two years later al l three had fol lowed the fiery

road t raversed by the martyrs of Windsor.
S ti l l the town grew and p rospered and in 16 29 i ts

streets were paved
,
and some attent ion was pa id to cleanl i

ness. ‘Dunghi l ls were ordered to be removed from the

streets and lanes , as wel l as other obstruct ions to the

thoroughfare , such as carts , t imber, b locks , heaps of stones ,
or other o ffens ive l umber. Swine were not perm itted to

wander loose i n the market-p lace
,
and washing was pro

h ib i ted in the In those good old t imes decency

and order were ev i dent ly remarkable by the i r absence

even in the royal bo rough . I ts chu rch suffered many

re l igiou s vi c iss i tudes . Granted by Richard I . to W
'

altham

Abbey, i t remained i n thei r hands unt i l the D isso lut ion of

the monaster ies . In Hen ry V I I I .

’
s re ign Windsor Church

rej o iced i n many ‘ l ights .’ Besides that of ‘
our Lady,

’ there

were those of the Ho ly Trin ity
,
St. Thomas , St . S tephen , the

‘Annals O f W indsor
,

’R . H . T igbe, E sq.

,
and T. E . Davis E sq .
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Rood , St . Clement , St. Catherine , St . Anthony, St. James,
St. George , St . Corne l i us , and

‘our Lady of Pity,
’ and each

of these had two attendants . But wi th the Reformat ion

rapid changes occu rred . By 1530 the work of spo l i at ion

had begun
,
the treasu res were one by one so ld ;

‘the

broken s i lver of the Rode, and of the Image of St. John the

Bapt ist
,
fetch ing as much as £13 16 5 whi le more was got

rid of in the next re ign. The Pu ri tani sm of the age was

becom ing more marked . Fines of I s . and upwards were

infl i cted ; such cases, for examp le, as
‘C l i fton’s wife for

absence from Chu rch ,
’ ‘Vidua Bebe for t ipp l ing in serv i ce

tyme,

’
and Uxor Caud le for swearing.

’ But i f there w as a

tendency to sternness i n church matters on the one s ide ,
there was certa in ly charity on the other . There i s some

thing a lmost touching about such ent ries as ‘given to 3
poor m i n i sters 3s . 6d . to a poor so ld ie r

,
I S. and

‘
2 5 . to

two merchants wives
,
whose husbands were taken s laves i n

Turkie ;
’ and one wonders sympathet ica l ly what was the

u lt imate fate of the ‘ two l i tt le wenches w ch were strangers
,

’

and who received the magnificent sum of 1 5 . 6d . As

the c ivi l d istu rbances became more marked , so in such

chu rch prayers as those for the ‘King’s safe return
,

’ and

for the ‘good success ’ of Par l i ament, may be recognised

that unwi l l ing d ivergence of opin ion which was strong i n

the hearts of many others bes ides Fa lk land . But the
borough at length threw i n its lot with the Pu ri tans , and

greater changes sti l l passed over the church . I n 1646 the

Committee of the Commons ordered that £50 a year shou ld

be paid for ‘ the maintenance of such min isters as shou ld

officiate i n the Pari sh Chu rch and certain persons , such

as the Mayor
,
the Governor of the Castle, and others, were

appo inted to nominate them . And they nom inated a very

mixed lot ; for among them appear the name of S i r Robert

Bennet
,
Knight ; Mr. a res ; M r. Starkey, sen ior ; Captain

Bottere l l ; and Mr . Brown , butcher. But wander ing d ivines

were not unwelcome
,
and the frequency Of the payments fo r
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hou r-glasses
,
wh ich were the only gu ides to the preacher

as to the length of hi s sermon , may be due to the voci fer

ous outpou r ings and vigorous arm-outstretch ings of g ifted

so ld iers . A not uncommon and suspic ious ent ry runs s ide

by s ide with others. I tem
,
paid for a pinte of sacke when

M r. V oy ce preached , x cl th is may have had someth ing to

do w i th the broken hour-glass . Fortunately the church

plate was entrusted to the Corporat ion , and w ith the

Restorat ion was returned to the church . Fall ing into a

d i lapidated state i n the last centu ry
,
the chu rch was rebui lt

ear ly in the reign of Geo rge IV . ; and at nearly the same

t ime the new bridge
,
which replaced the Old wooden one

over the Thames
,
was bu i l t also .

The restorat ion of monarchy came in due cou rse. With

i t came the hanging
,
d rawing

,
and quartering of the

unfortunate regicides , an act which mus t have thrown a

gloom over the advent of the second Charles and

warrants , though not i n the way Eve lyn p robably meant

i t
,
his comment on the spectacl e : Oh ! the miracu l ous

p rov idence of God ,
’ he say s .

O ther equa l ly strange th ings fol lowed . Ment ion i s made

for the fi rst t ime, and not unfrequently afterwards, of the

p i l lory, ducking-stool , and whipp ing-pos t ; and on the

2nd J u ly, 1685, there is a not ice i n the L ondon Gaz ette of

a great match of cock-fight ing at Windsor between two

person s of Qual ity
,
which cont inues for that whole week .

’

But with these undoubted evi l s were the gleams of better

th ings . The beginn ing Of that more rapid and int i
mate commun ication between the c it ies of the realm

,
and

which has been product ive of i ncreased un ity and pol i t ica l

s trength, arose even i n these dark days . The fi rs t stage

coaches from Windsor to London must have started abou t
1673 ; and the comments Of thei r opponents have had

thei r echoes i n every great improvement that has occurred

s ince. The au thor of a t ract
,
pub l i shed at the t ime

,
says :

‘Those coaches h inder the breed ing of watermen and
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scot and lot ’* was open ly made unt i l the pass ing of the

Reform Bi l l
,
which pract ical ly confi rmed the then exist ing

i nst i tu tion s. I t i s a s ign of the t imes
,
too,
that at thi s date

the p i l lory was removed
,
and that Temperance Shorren,

widow , was made free of the town for a fine of £ 1 14s . 1d .

I t i s one of the ear l iest cases of women taking up the

freedom .

Litt le el se of interes t occurred du ring the reigns of

Wi l l i am , Anne, and the fi rs t two Georges ; though Anne

l iked Windsor, and ,
l ivi ng there much

,
kept the Cast le i n

repai r .

She was not unpopu lar
,
and her statu e and that o f

P r ince George of Denmark were p laced to adorn the wal l s
of the Town Hal l . The ‘

effig ies
’ of the Queen i s not

beauti fu l
,
but the word s of the inscript ion are comp l i

men tary enough
,
for Mr. Peis ley , the under-steward , te l ls u s

that i t was erected ‘Anno Regn i sui VI
°

. Dom . with

the inscript ion
,

‘Arte tua
,
Scu lptor

,
non est im i tabi l i s Anna

Anna v i s s im i lem sculpere Sculpe Deam . S . Chapman
P rae tore.

’ This has been translated as fol lows ; but the verse

i s scarce ly born e out ei ther by the statue or the origina l

Sculp tor thy art i s va in i t canno t trace
The semblance of the ma tchles s Anna’s grace
Thou may

’
s t a s soon to h igh O lympus fly ,

And carve the model of some dei ty .

’

I f these were the v i ews of M r. Peis ley and S . Chapman ,
mayor

,
thei r adu lation was not shared by the who le of the

burgesses
,
as appears by an entry i n the records of the

Court of Common Counc i l
, 1 2 th September, fifth year of

Queen Anne
, 1 706 . For snna’ry members of the Corporation

are ca l led to account and made to apo logiz e for having

unadvised ly taken upon them to say that the Corpora con

was not two pence the better fo r the Queen’s com ing to

Windsor .’ Whether true or not , they were compe l led to

deny al l manner of disrespect and undut i fulness to be by

pay ing paroch ial ra tes .
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them intended thereby towards her Sacred Ma
‘Y

.

’ The

be l ief i n a d ivi ne right of kings was s low i n d isappearing

even i n what had been Puri tan Windsor. ‘Autres temps
,

au tres moeurs ’ cou ld be app l i ed here as we l l as in i ts neigh
bouring Chu rch of Bray.

There is a cur ious record abou t thi s t ime i n the h istory
of the Cast le which wi l l show how s low the pract ice of the

open sa le of appointments
,
w h 1ch had been common enough

d uring the late S tuarts , was now dying out. M r. Potts had

been Deputy-Governor for many years
,
and was now by

age and other Infirm i t ies rendered incapab le to perform ’

hi s duty. That he should app ly for ret iremen t was natura l
but i t looks strange, i n modern t imes , to see an ex-offic ia l

requesti ng the appo intmen t of hi s successo r (as M r . Potts

does further on in h is let ter) on the ground that he
,
Mr .

Tho . Ol iv i er, Lieutenan t i n Maj or-Genera l Evans
’

s Regi

ment of Dragoons
,
had given h im a ‘

suffic ient cons ider

at ion to resign.

’ There were no pens ions for such o ffices

i n those days ; and reti ring offic ia l s may be presumed to

have pens ioned themse lves in thi s way . The su rvival of

the pri nc i p le w as shown in the pu rchase Of comm iss ions
,

later on,
by Officers of the army, and by the over-regu lat ion

prices they paid to i nduce others to reti re ; and no doubt

the same storm of obj ect ion was raised when the purchase

of the appointment of the Deputy-Governorship of Windsor

Castle was abandoned
,
as when

,
1 50 years later, the sa le of

commiss ions in the army of the State ceased .

Year by year the Cast le has become more of a royal re

s idence and less of a fortress , whi le the tow n that has grown

up around i t has changed l i tt le. Not so the great fo res t

which forms a part of i ts h istory, as i t was to some extent

i ts origin. This was due to two causes : fi rst , the natural

beauty of i ts s i te and i ts strategica l va l ue as covering the

fordw ay at Eton and the sha l low or ferry at Datchet and

second ly
,
i ts p rox im i ty to the great game-ful l forest that, i n

the t ime of the Conquero r
,
reached a s far south as Chertsey
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and Gu i ldford
,
and west to Hungerford . I t i s one of the

five spec ia l ly ment ioned in Domesday and
,
though that

part of i t i n the Kennet Va l ley was d isafforested i n 1 2 26 ,

the d i str i c t east of the Loddon was on ly part ial ly cleared
for many reigns . In fact

,
the who le of the area occup ied

by the Eocene strata
,
and south of a l ine fo l low ing the

stream lets between Twyford and Bray
,
was very p robably

forest or bare heath-l and
,
i n which were a few poor vi l lages ,

up to the t ime of the Stuarts .

The map executed by Norden , who was employed by

J ames I . to survey the Honor of Windsor,
’ shows this

d is tri ct d iv i ded off i n to ‘wa lkes
,

’ i n which the character
of the deer, whether red or fal low

,
i s i nd icated ; and the

‘Honor ’ i s shown as extend ing to the l i n e of the Wey as fa r

as Gu i ld ford , whence the boundary goes by Gu i ld Down

towards the Blackwater
,
and then fol lows the course of

that r iver to the Loddon .

On ly that part i n the angle of the Thames between Bray
and Twyford i s separately named as the F ines B ay l iw ick ,

and i s shown as dotted w ith fores t but a note states that

th i s is ‘fo r the most part inclosed
,
and i s latel ie began to

be stored with red and fal low deer by Si r H . Neuel l .
’

The roe-deer i s on ly ment ioned as abou t 17 Rowe Deere,
’

which ‘ l i e couert l ie
,
and are hardl ie d i scouered ’ in Bag

shott Parke .

Woodland names are common i n the map , su ch as Rush

H i l l s
,
H arthea

’

g es , C rowthorne, Hackley B ushes and other

names of hi l ls
,
moors

,
ponds

,
and lodges , coupled w ith the

pauci ty of the roads
,
show a d istrict that was th inly popu

lated and poor . There i s a White Cony-borow Hi l l ’ i n

Norden’s map of the Great Park , and th i s may ind icate

that white rabbits were bred there .

A lmost the on ly cont inuous roads shown are those from

Windsor to O ld Windsor and Egham to Bagshot ; to

Winckfield , Ockingham,
and Read ing ; and by Bray to

Maidenhead and Cookham .
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fin ished by Wi l l i am I I I . ; and the Queen
’s Wa lk , paral le l

to i t
,
was p lanted during the reign of Queen Anne .

The Queen’s Wa lk i n the Litt le Park was made by E l i z a

beth . Encroachments had previou s ly taken p lace in many

d i rect ion s ; and the boundaries of the d i fferen t
‘Walkes

,

’

even i n Norden’s t ime, were so i ndefini te , that the fina l

enc losu re of the forest and w aste lands by Act of Parl ia

ment in 1 8 13 became essen t ia l . Old roads were c losed
,

and new ones opened , giving greater privacy to the royal

grounds .

The forest w i l l ever ow e i t s ch i ef interest to the pen of

Shakespeare . The drama of the ‘Merry Wives of Windsor

l ends a picturesque colou ring to the c lose Of the stormy era

which preceded the re ign Of the last of the Tudors . That

k ind ly patron of the stage
,
Queen El i z abeth

,
saw i t fi rst acted

in 1 593, when Shakespeare was i n bu t h is twenty-n inth year.
The fi rst ed it ion of 1602 en t i tles i t ‘A most p leasaunt and

ex cel lent conce ited Comed ie of Syr John Falsta ffe and the

Merr i e Wives of W indso r,
’ etc . bu t the p lay in i ts presen t

form
,
though acted before James I . i n 1604,

was not pr i n ted

unt i l the fol io ed it ion of 16 23 appeared . The trad it ional

house may st i l l be seen in Windso r, where M ine host of
the Garter found the th i rd of the three umpi res , the

others being Master Page
, fia

’
el i ci t, Master Page and

there i s mysel f,fia
’
el i ci t , myse l f.

’ I t stood next the presen t

White Hart I nn . O f i ts actual exi stence there i s no

doubt ; for i ts name appears o ften in the Churchwarden
’s

Accoun ts , and
‘M r. Mayor ’ on h is retu rn from London onc

expended 85 . there. R ichard Ga l lys
,
Mayor in 1 56 2 , and

member for the town , on whose brass he i s described as

a gent leman who was learned and l iv’d a god ly ly fe and

was thrice Maior of th i s Towne of Newe Windsor
,

’ was

the occup ier O f the Garter ’ i n 1 56 1 , and hence i ts host "

Ford’s hou se
,
too, stood oppos ite , though the actual

i dent i ty of the person , and that of Page also, i s imposs ible.

Ashmole.



[ts Tow ns and Vi l lag es . 2 39

Sti l l
,
the name of Ff ora

’
e appears severa l t imes i n the

pari sh register of the end Of that centu ry and the begin

n ing of the seventeenth and i n 16 23 were bu ried
‘Richard

Page ’ and
‘Anne Ford .

’

The actual features of the neighbou rhood have a ltered

much
,
owing to the enc losu res and improvements that have

taken place. A road led from the south s ide of the town

c lose to the Cast le grounds
,
and so to Frogmore and Old

Windsor ; i t was known as
‘Moor Street ’ t i l l 1 851 . Anothe r

‘ right of way
’

existed in olden t ime from the north s ide

of the town a long that edge of the then ‘Litt le Park ’ to

Datchet Ferry. So that when ‘mine host ’ directs ‘Master

Guest
,
and Master Page, and eke Cava lero S lender to go

throug h the tow n to F rogmore,
’ he apparent ly ind icated the

then ma in road
,
bordered with t rees and hedges , which

left the south entrance of Windsor for Staines ; while he

h imse lf took the Doctor hy the field roaa
’
on the north of

the Ca s tle to

GO about the fields w i th me through Frogmore I w i ll br ing thee
w here M i s tress Anne Page i s , a t a farm-house, a feas ting and thou
shal t w oo her.

’

A long these very fields
,
too

,
may the ga l lant S ir John

Fa lstaff have been carr i ed , when Mrs . Ford d i rected her

servants

Marry , as I told you before, John and Robert, be ready here hard
by in the brew house and when I sudden ly call y ou, come forth (w i th
out any pause or s taggering ) , take th is basket on y our shoulders tha t
done, trudge w i th i t 1n a ll has te, and carry i t among the w h i ts ters in
D atchet-mead

,
and there emp ty i t in the muddy di tch , close by the

Thames s ide.

’

For the ‘muddy d itch ’ c lose by the Thames-s id e sti l l ran

through Datchet Mead i n Anne’s reign , when i t entered

the r iver about 400 yards above the ferry, and was known

as ‘Hoghole.

’

Here i t w as w here
‘The rogues shgh ted me into the river w i th a s l i t tle remorse as they

w ould have drowned a b i tch ’

s bhud pupp ies , fifteen i’ the l i tter and
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y ou may know by my s i ze, tha t I have a kind of alacri ty in s inking
if the bottom w ere a s deep as hell I should dow n. I had been
drow ned, but tha t the shore w as shelvy and shal low a death tha t I
abhor for the w ater swel ls a man ; and w ha t a th ing should I have
been , when I had been swelled ! I should have been a mounta in o f
mummy .

’

Bu t i t wi l l be vain to seek for that oak where,

An Old tale goes , tha t H erne the H unter
Somet ime a keeper here in Windsor Fores t ,
Doth al l the w inter! time

,
at s t i l l m i dnigh t

,

Wa lk round about an oak
,
w i th grea t ragg

’d horns
And there he blas ts the tree, and takes the ca t tle
And makes m i lch -kine y ield blood, and shakes a cha in
In a m os t h ideous and dreadful manner
You have heard of such a sp i ri t and w ell y ou know ,

The supers t i t ions idle-headed eld

Received, and d id del iver t o our age,
Th is tale of Herne the Hunter for a truth .

’

Whether Herne ever l ived as keeper
’

of the forest i n the

re ign of E l iz abeth i s more than doubtfu l , and no a l lus ion

to the legend exists except i n Shakespeare’s p lay. A l l

that i s known i s that Ry charde Horne
,
yeoman

,

’ was

exam ined as one Of the hunters , for hunting i n his Maj esty
’s

forests
,
when Henry VI I I . was king. SO that the quain t

story of the ‘merry wives ’ has loca l i z ed a certain ly obscure

t rad i t ion i n the near neighbourhood of

Herne’s oak i s fi rst shown as S i r J ohn Falstaff
’

s oak ’ i n

Co l l ier’s map of the Litt le Park , in 1742 , in Queen E li z a

beth’s Wa lk and by i t i s ind icated a p i t or undulat ion o f

the ground .

I t was in th i s that the fa i ry Queen
,

‘ sweet Anne Page
,

’

w i th her fai ries were ‘ couched hard by Herne’s oak
,
with

obscu re l ights w hich
,
at the very instan t of Falstaff 's and

our meeting , they wi l l at once d isp lay to the n ight .
’

I t has been partia l ly fi l led up
,
owing to the carelessness

and indi fference of those who completed the p resen t a ltera

t ions ; though it can st i l l be recogni sed by the thorn t rees

Anna ls of Wmdsor.

’
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t ime may come when the Ascot Meeting too wi l l be
gathered among the per ished sports.

Like pugi l i sm
,
both cock-fight ing and bu l l-ba it ing had

thei r devoted adherents
,
both had thei r p rophets who fore

s aw the downfa l l Of the country w i th the downfal l of

the i r favou r i te recreat ion ; and history w i l l repeat i tsel f,
no doubt .

V i rgin ia Water also owes i ts const ruct ion and adornmen t
to the Georges , for both the Duke O f Cumberland and

George IV. de l ighted i n i ts beau t ies. But they were

c reated
,
none the less , at the expense of other th ings and

places ; fo r the stones of an anc ien t cromlech which is sa id to

have stood on Bagshot Heath were u t i l iz ed for i ts cascade ,
and the so-cal le d temple i s formed from Roman fragments

b rought from the African coast near Tun is .
There a re few other places of general i nterest i n the old

fores t area . On the Wokingham road the fi rst p lace of

note is C lew er (Cleworth) . I ts Chu rch of S t. And rew has

a curious brass re ferr i ng to a contest between the men of

th is v i l l age and that of Bray .
* I t s tates that

He that lyeth under th is s t one,
Shot w ith one hundred men

,
h imsel f alone.

Th is i s true tha t I doe say ,

The match w as shot a t O ldfield, at Bray .

I w i l l tel l you before you goe hence,
That h i s name was Martyne Expence.

’

Noth ing more is known of h im ; bu t he d id h is duty, and
apparen tly not w ithout sel f-sat is faction .

I ts other church—that of St . Stephen bu i l t in 1874

was bu i l t for a P rotestant
,
or rathe r Angl i can

,
Convent fo r

lad ies , to wh ich a reformatory i s attached . Farther on

i s the Park of Easthampstead
,
hold ing once an anc ien t

hou se , long s ince destroyed , which was a royal res idence .
Richard I I . used i t as a hunti ng-box i n 138 1 ; Queen

Murray
’
s Handbook,

’
p . 27 .
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Kathari ne of Aragon was occupying i t i n 1 53 1 , when the
King , her hu sband , sen t some of the members of h i s

Counci l to persuade her t o agree to a d ivorce ; and
James I . res ided here i n the summers of 16 22 and 16 23 .

The only town i n the forest
,
with the municipal i ty of

an a lderman and e leven bu rgesses
,
i s that of Wok ing

ham , Oaki ngham ,
or Ock ingham. I ts p rinc ipa l c laim

to notice i s that , owing to the bequest of an enthusiast

who thought a l l th ings were permanent
,
bu l l-bai t ing was

annua l ly kept up unti l abou t 1840 . This George S taverton
,

i n 166 1 , left a house for the purpose Of buying a bu l l
‘

to be

bai ted and ki l led at Chr i stmas
,
the meat of wh ich fed the

poor and the sale of its offal gave them shoes . Thus evi l

was done that good m ight come. Round i ts inn
,
too, The

Rose
,

’ gathers the celebrated story i n which Gay
,
Swift

,

Pope, and Arbuthnot , detained here by stress Of weather,
amu sed themselves by immorta l i z i ng i n a poem the charms

of the daughter of the landlord . Yet notwithstand ing her

beauty, and the fact that she had an i l l-used lover, who

died of love at the ear ly age of twenty-seven i n the ol d

Manor House of A rborfield
,
described in ‘Ou r Vi l lage ’

under the name of ‘The O l d House at Aberleigh ,
’
she

remained a sp inster for s ixty-seven years. The p ining

lover was the last heir male Of the S tandens of Arbor

field.

* Wok ingham Chu rch conta ins a monument to a

nat ive of the town , Bishop Godwin of Wells , who d ied i n

1 590.

The Northern road from W indsor p robably runs near that

w h ich was formed by the junct ion of the Brit ish track

from O ld Windsor Ferry and that from Egham Wick

and Staines
,
w h ich met at S t . Leonard

’

s H i l l . Roman

rema ins and bron z e imp lements po in t to ear ly occupat ion

a t the meeting of the anc ient roads. A bron z e lamp found

there forms the crest of the Society of Ant iquaries , and the

Roman s ite became that Of a chant ry or hermitage ded i

Murray
’
s
‘Handbook.

’
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cated to St . Leonard . Thence, fo l lowing the h igh land , the
W indsor road cont inued to Bray Wick .

This v i l lage of Bray has , l ike Farringdon,
g iven i ts name

to a H undred ; and though it has never occup ied a p romi

nent pos i t ion i t may, l ike Speen,
have the i nterest attach ing

to a poss ible Roman origin . I t may have been B ibracte
,
*

though there are no traces of bui ld ings to ident i fy i t ; bu t

co ins and other re l i cs show that there was a l i ne of traffi c

here i n Roman t imes . Nothing more str ik ingly po ints out

the very superfic ial character of the Roman hold ing than
the u tter d isappearance of the maj or i ty of i ts towns. They

were not of the Br i tons’ choosing, and so they burn t them

and went thei r way. S ilches ter i s a farm
,
Speen a t iny

hamlet
,
Thames is l i tt le better ; and if Bray be B ibracte, i t has

s tood sti l l too . O ther places prospered ; but the bu l k of the
Roman occupat ion s i tes n ever d id . B ray belonged to the

Confesso r before the Conquest
,
where there was a Sax on

chu rch
,
of w h ich Reinbald was priest and many of the

local land-tenures date far back to these an d ear ly feudal

days . Thus i t was he ld by VV erkland ,
’whereby the holder

had to do some proport ion of work on the lord ’s l and ; by

Akerman serv ice, when the tenant pa id 2 s . 6d . ren t ; and

the serv ice belonging to that tenure—name ly
,
that on h i s

death a pig value 1 2d. was du e to the lord for a herio t.
’

The ancien t Saxon church w as taken down i n 1 293,

when the Early-Engl i sh bu i ld i ng w as erected , to wh ich
‘Decorated ’work has s ince been added . I t was ornamented

i n d iaper and fresco , and , t i l l th e presen t century , had the

carved-oak rood-screen intact . I t i s chiefly noteworthy for

i ts ch angeable v icar
,
w hose Protestan t commun ion-table i s

st i l l shown and there are brasses to some of the Norrey s

fami ly who once occupied the old Mano r House of

Ockhol t .1
‘This V icar of Bray

,
w hen K ing Henry VI I I.

B i bracte, i n France, has been corrup ted into Bray . (
‘Topog

D escri p .

l
‘ Vi a

’
e p . 247 .
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from Protestan t to Pap is t, and from Pap ist to Protestan t

again
,
he ful ly carr i ed ou t the v iew of being al l things to

a l l men.

He w as not the on ly c lergyman w ho was thus remark

able . The records O f West I l s ley tel l of two others .

Anton io de Domin is , Archbishop of Spalatro, was con

verted to Protestant ism ,
and on fly ing to England was

made Vicar there by James I . in 16 16 . He preached much

again s t h i s former faith , as most such converts do ; bu t,
d issat i sfied at being made on ly Dean of W indsor

,
he re

canted , on promise of pardon from Gregory ! V .
,
and

retu rn ing to Rome was impri soned , under the orders Of the

Inqu is i t ion , in the Castl e of S t. Ange lo
,
where he d ied in

16 25.

H is successor, Dr . Goodman, Bishop of G loucester
,
was

a devoted adherent Of the Chu rch and of the cau se of

Charles I . , who vis i ted h im at hi s rectory in 1644 bu t he
,

notwithstand ing
,
t rimmed to the varying fortunes of the t ime

by ded icat ing a ‘Discou rse on the Trin ity ’ to Pu ri tan Crom

wel l . But he d id not go fa r enough ; for, refus ing to s ign

the Seventeen Canon s of Doct ri ne and D isc ip l i n e, he
‘
w as

spo i led
,
p lundered

,
and u tterly undone,

’ and sought refuge

w ithi n the bosom of the Chu rch of Rome, be ing, as Ful ler

says
,
though i t i s hard to sympathi z e with him in h is

tenderness for the versati l e vi car, through the
‘v i l e and

detestabl e p ract ice of those who engross to themselves the

name of P rotestants scandal i z ed into Popery.

’

A l l that can be sa id Of h im i s that he tri ed to play the

game of h is cleverer brother of Bray, and d i d not succeed .

A smal l chan try to the Vi rg in , which s tood near the

Chu rch of Bray, was converted in to a school-house, and

the churchyard possesses a fine lych-gate with rooms over

i t
, one of the t imbers of which bears the date of 1448.

Archery meetings were held here i n E l iz abeth’s t ime.
The Vo l unteers of B ray chal lenged the Company of Clewer,
and Marty ne Ex pence carried off the lau re l s Of the day, as
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appears by the inscription on his tombstone i n C lew er

Chu rch .

*

Two anc ient and w ind ing (poss ibly Roman iz ed) Bri t ish
t rackways must have led north from Bray by Maidenhead

Th icket to Cookham
,
and so north to H igh VV y combe, and

west to Reading . The former mus t have gone very c lose

to the Manor House of Ockw el ls (or Ockhol t) that was bu i l t
by S i r John Norri s i n 1466 .

The manor i tse l f had been original ly granted
,
in 1 267 , to

Richard de Norrey s , the cook of Queen Eleanor
,
wife of

Hen ry I I I . ; bu t i t does not appear that any bu i lding

p receded that now in ex istence . I t is quaint ly gab led
,

with much Old oak carving, and contai ns a large oak

wainscoted ha l l
,
w i th a mus ic ian s’ gal lery at the end

,
and a

deep square-bayed window extend ing almo st from th e

ground to the roof. This at one t ime contained much

stained g lass
,
on which the arms Of Henry VI . , with

antelopes as supporters ; of Queen Margaret, with the

antelope and eagle ; those of Norrey s , with the beaver , and

thei r motto ,
‘
Fey thful ly serve as we l l as those of the

Abbeys of Westm in ster and Abingdon,
the Beauforts of

Somerset
,
the Earl of March

,
Henry Duke of Warwick

,
the

De l a Po les
,
Dukes of Sussex , and others .

I t remained in the Norrey s fami ly t i l l 1786 , and is now

the property of Mr. Grenfe l l of Tap low Court.

There i s a quaint l egend told of Hawthorn H i l l in the

neighbouring Manor of Crutchfield . A certai n man w ho

dwe l t near there (how long ago the story say eth not )
d reamed on three consecut ive occasions that some one

appeared to h im
,
and to ld him that i f he wou ld bu t go to

London Bridge he would hear of someth ing to his advan

tage.
’ Being Of an unsuspic iou s and confid ing nature , he

obeyed the ghostly vis i tant and whi le looking around h im

on the great c i ty he was accosted by a London tradesman ,
w ho found out h is errand . He grave ly warned h im of

See page 242 .
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the fut i l i ty of trust ing to the pleasan t v i s ions of dream land
,

for that he h imself had d reamt a s im i lar dream
, recom

mend ing h im to go and d ig on H aw thorn H i ll
,
where he

,

i n h i s tu rn
,
wou l d find someth ing to hi s advantage .’ Of

course
,
even i f he knew the place, which he d idn

’
t
,
he wou ld

not go
,
he sa id and so the Berksh i re man retu rned home

,

and h imse l f d ug up the pot of money on the h i l l he knew
so wel l . But th is was not al l . On the pot were certain
strange characters . These, after a whi le, some Oxford
scho lars d ri nk ing at h i s i nn for he w as a publ ican

,
de

c iphered
,
and they ran thus

Benea th the p lace w here th is pot s tood,
There i s another tw ice as good.

’

Needless to say the favou r ite o f fortune and of d reams
carr ied out th e wi l l of the original depos ito r . L ike G i l

B las of Sant i l lane he found the ‘ sou l ’ of a poss ible

l icent iate i n yet another hoard , and therefore changed

the name of h is i n n from the ‘Woodman to the ‘Money

Pot ’* The Treasury d id not t rouble abou t treasure

trove apparent ly, or perhaps never heard of i t i n those days .
Ma i denheadj

‘ at the j unct ion of the B ray-Cookham track

way with that from Twyfo rd to Taplow, i s sai d to have

been origina l ly named South Arl i ngton or Sudl ing ton.

The trad i tion as to i ts tak ing its name from the head of a

Br it ish virgin
,
one of the who were martyred with

S t . Ursu l a a t Co logne, is of course wi thou t foundat ion ;
for the l egend probably arose from the death of two lad ies

,

Ursu l a and Undecimi lla , the l atter name being taken to

mean ‘ undecima m i l l e,
’ eleven thousand , rather than a

Hundred of Bray . Rev. C . Kerry .

‘

l
‘ Ca lled Ma i denhuth in 1 288

,
and Maydenhead in 1 500 . Part ly

derived from h i the
,

’
a w harf for t imber. See note on

‘Culhamh i the,
’

in account of Ab ingdon , w here i t seems t o have been used t o expres s
a

‘ferry .

’ I t may have been, also, partly derived from the Ma i dun
,

’

or grea t h i ll of Tap low , on the oppos i te bank.
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that he had noth ing left i n h i s house, fo r the V ica r of Bray

and h is cu rate were u psta irs , and had ordered al l that
there was , bu t perhaps they wou ld al low him to joi n them .

King J ames went upsta i rs and asked permiss ion , w hich

w as glumly g iven by the v icar, bu t cord ial ly by the

curate. All d inner-t ime the King told so many stor i es

that he made them roar with laughter. At las t came the

b i l l
,
when the King, search ing h is empty pockets , p rotested

that he had left h i s purse behi nd h im , and cou ld not pay ;
upon w hich the v icar angri ly protested that he wou ld not

pay for him , but the cu rate expressed h i s p leasure in

being able to make some retu rn fo r the amusement he had

given them . The b i l l paid , they a l l went out upon the

ba lcony
,
when - the huntsmen , r id ing in to the town , and

s eeing the King, went down upon one knee in the s treet
,

as was then the cus tom . The v icar, overwhelmed w ith

confusion
,
flung h imsel f at the King’s feet

,
and implored

forgiven ess
,
to wh ich the King rep l ied

,

‘ I shal l not turn

y ou ou t of you r l iving, and you shal l a lw ays rema in Vicar
of Bray ; bu t I shal l make the curate a Canon of W indsor,
w hence he wi l l be able to look down both upon you and

your

I t was at the Greyhound Inn of Maidenhead that

Char les I . met hi s chi ld ren in 1647 , and thence went to

Caversham
,
where they stayed two days together.

Turn ing back to B ray again , the chu rches of Wh ite
Wa ltham

,
Shottesb rooke, St. Lawrence Waltham , Rush

combe
,
and Twyford

,
mark approximately the l i ne of the

anc i en t road to the westw ard from Bray.

White Waltham is u n importan t ; bu t M r. Bower

was vicar here t i l l 1 644, after s ixty-seven years of

pastorate. He had somewhat s im i lar, though less p ro

nounced , fee l i ngs than hi s brother of Bray ; or, at l east ,
entertai ned an equa l ly lofty op in ion of the posit ion of the

Sovereign . I n preaching before E l iz abeth
,
he addressed

Murray
’
s

‘Handbook,
’
p. 85.
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her fi rst as ‘my roya l,
’
and then as ‘my noble ’ Queen

,

which caused her Majesty to say, What ! am I ten groats
worse than I was !’ Overcome by the remark

,
he neve r

aga in preached a sermon ; but read a hom i ly, possib ly to
the greater benefi t Of h is congregation than heretofore .

Near th is was an ancient manor-house, once occup ied by

Henry V I I .

’
s son

,
Arthur.

Shottesbrooke Chu rch
,
s i tuated i n

’

a manor that was

owned by Alward the go ldsmi th , i n Rufus
’s t ime

,
under the

tenu re of p rovid ing charcoa l to make the C rown and

Regal ia, i s of pure Decorated archi tecture , and was bu i lt in
1 337 by Si r Wi l l i am Tressel l. The latter

’s tomb i s i n the

N . transept, and i s su rmounted by a r ichly-wrought canopy

of Gothic arches. The body i s said , by Hearne, to be

wrapt up i n lead , wi th his wife i n leather at h is feet and

hi s daughter Margaret, Lady Pembrugge, l ies n ear him

under a s lab with a good brass. Si r R. Pow le was buri ed

here in 167 8, as a lso was S ir T. Noke
,

‘who
,
for h i s great

age and vi rtuous l i fe, was reverenced by a l l men
,
and com

monly ca l l ed Father Noke.
’ Lady Hoby

, of Bisham ,
the

s ister of Lady Bacon and Lady Burle igh
,
wrote his Lat in

ep i taph .

There i s a loca l t rad i t ion that when the bu i lder was

l aying the last stone on the top of the sp i re, he ca l led for

wine to d rink the King’s hea l th
,
and after d r inking i t he

fel l to the ground , w as dashed to pieces , and was buried on

the spot . Over h im was p laced a stone with h is las t inter
ject ion,

‘O ! O !’ as the so le i nscr iption . Neither Rush

combe nor St. Lawrence Wa l tham are of importance, except

to notice that the large number Of Roman coins found at

the latter p lace ident i fy i t a s a Bri t i sh-Roman occupation

s i ted‘

Thu s in the val leys of the Thames and Ock s im i lar
points have been success ively occup ied . This was not a

matter of acc ident . P laces originate and grow for we l l

Co ins a t Law rence Wa ltham Hundred of Bray ,
’

pp. 154, 1 87 .
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known reasons . Thus Wantage, at the junc tion O f the

Portway , the Ickleton S treet , and the Hungerford t rack,
was Brit ish and Saxon , and noth ing more. Farr ingdon
grew up w here five roads meet

,
and was Br i t i sh and

Saxon and , sharing s l ight ly in the Norman and Stuart
wars

,
had a l i t t le longer hi story.

Both these places , then , are at the un ion Of many roads ,
and owe the i r ex istence to th is fact only .

Abingdon and Wa l l i ngford were Brit i sh
,
Saxon

,
and the

last certa inly Roman ho ld ings ; both were a l so med ia va l .

\V h i le the one began to r is e because Of i ts Abbey , the other

rose because of i ts Cast le. Both shared fu l ly in the troubles

of the C iv i l Wars , and both cont inued to ex ist as towns

because they covered bridges on the Thames to which

many roads n ecessari ly converged . Thei r growth i s there

fore part ly due to geographica l
,
part ly to po l i t ical causes

and the h istory of Wa l l i ngford is the more continuou s of

the two because of i ts an cient bridge
,
which carried at

one t ime the bu lk of the Western trade. Abingdon has a

h istory beyond the death of the Abbey which created i t
,

because of i ts more modern bridges, made by the energy

of the Gu i ld of the Holy Trin i ty, which d rew through i t

some of the Western traffic .

Lastly
,
Bray

,
with i ts o ffshoot , modern Maidenhead , and

O ld Windsor
,
with i ts new offspring

,
modern Windso r

,

are to some extent Bri t i sh , Roman, and Sax on , but share

l i ttl e i n thei r stori es . B ray ceased to be important when

the Roman l i nes o f communi cat ion which had created i t

w ere abandoned ; and Maidenhead wou ld have been bu t

a ferry and a t imber-wharf on the borders of the robber

infested fores t bu t fo r i ts thi rteenth— or more p robab ly

fifteenth—century bridge.

S im i lar ly Old Windso r d ied
,
as Wantage d id

,
w ith the

d isu se of i ts Saxon pa lace ; and New Windsor grew up

w i th i ts Cast le , and had at fi rst no other ra i son d ’
e
‘

tre. I ts

orig in was therefore po l i t i cal
,
and i ts ex istence i s large ly
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I ts name of Speen i s undoubted ly der ivab le from Sp i ne ,

the Lat in name for the s tat ion that must have stood
,
at

any rate
,
near here ; and the presence Of anc ien t rose

brambles and thorn-trees
,
the latter common in many old

occupat ion s ites
,
would give colou r to this

Furthermore , the d iscovery, many years s i nce , of a

Roman cemetery near the present ra i lway-stat ion of New

bu ry seems to po in t to the final transference of the Roman

ho ld ing to the fordw ay of the r iver i tsel f.-l'

The neighbourhood was wooded even i n Sax on t imes
,

for Deen’s Wood and ‘Wood Speen ’ are su rv ival s of the

ex i stence of anc ien t forests ; and King Cynewu l f gave as

a hunting-chase to Abbot Bethune of Abingdon ‘al l the

wood which i s ca l led Spene .’

Bu t whatever vi l lage existed there had fal len into in

s ignificance, compared with the town that Saxon U lw ard

in the Confessor’s days possessed on the Kennet . I t pos

sessed fifty -one hagee, when Read ing had but twenty-n ine ;
and in the Norman su rvey U lw ard’

s town became Ulur i tone,
the town of Ernul f de Hesd in whi le Spone, the

‘
v i l

,

’
and

Bagnore , i n the hundred of Taceha in, became the appanage

of Hunfrid V i s d e
Soon i t became Newberie §—poss ibly when the Castle

w as bu i l t by the new possessors Of the town , the Norman

Ear l s of Perche ; and then i t passed to Wi l l iam of Pem

broke
,
the Earl Marshal , and eventual ly to the Crown .

John frequent ly vis i ted i t from h is palace at Freemantl e

Park
,
near Kingsclere

,
and is even sa id to have taken refuge

in the house of a poor sp inn ing-woman when pursued by

hi s insu rgent Barons . Be that as i t may , he bu i l t the alms
7 )‘

In the M idland and Eas tern count ies the term “
Sp inney , as

appl ied to a W i ld underw ood, or coppice, probably has the same deriva
t i on .

’—Godw in.

i
‘ ‘Typog. Descrip. Berks .

’

I
‘H is tory of New bury .

’

V arious ly spel t : in the reign of J ohn, Neubury and Neub iry ;

Edward IV . , Nubury ; Henry V I .
, New ebury ; E l i zabeth , Newbery

and Newberye.
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houses of S t . Bartholomew
,
and furni shed i t wi th a chape l

and priest’s house
,
near which a p iece of ground cal led the

Li tten long marked the s ite of a place of the dead by

i ts Saxon name.

I ts Castle was the scene of one stou t s iege
,
in wh ich

King Stephen took i t by assau l t ; but i t does not appear

to have been pu t to fu rther m i l i tary use
,
and even i ts s i te

i s doubtfu l . I t was connected with the insu rrect ion of

Tyler, i n wh ich Richard of Wal l ingford took so prom inent

a part ; fo r i n 1450 one of the ‘quarters ’ of Ramsay
,
a

pri ncipal l eader
,
was spiked on the gatew ay of the Royal

Castle.
* Among other persons to whom the Manor of

Newbury was granted were Queen Jane Seymour and

Anne of Denmark
,
as a jo intu re.

The neighbou ring Manors of Wood Spene and Benham

Valence
,
which had taken i ts name from Va lence

,
Ear l

of Pembroke , i ts possessor, i n 1 250 , were un ited in the

hands of J ohn Bapt i st de Casti l l ion i n 1 565, by the gift

of them to h im from Eliz abeth , because of ‘his fai thfu l

services and these final ly were pu rchased by the Earls

of Craven i n 16 30,
whose descendant, i n 1 7 7 5, occup ied

Benham Place with h is wi fe
,
the Margravine of Anspach .

Both she and Cast i l l ion l i e i n the old church of Speen

the knight in an a ltar tomb
,
on which h i s armou red effigies

rests ; and the lady under a monument that Canova de

signed .

Newbu ry had become a flourish ing seat of the c loth trade

in the fi fteenth century
, and produced two men of note who

may be reckoned among the ch ief worth ies of the town .

These were John Winchcombe and Thomas Dolman .

To the latter was granted in 1557 the Manor of Shaw ;
and e ither he or h i s son bu i l t in 1 58 1 the s tate ly

E l i z abethan mansion which took so prom in ent a part in

the second battl e of Newbury. He seems a lso to have

held land in Speen ; bu t beyond being a kn ighted sheri ff

Trans . N . D . F . C .
, vol . p . 242 .
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of Berks in 1 588 , nei ther he nor hi s descendants , several O f

whom were a lso kn ighted , seem to have left any mark on

the county his tory.

He was not so successfu l as h is r ival cloth ierWinchcombe ,
nor d id he leave so good a name behind , i f the doggrel o f

h i s t ime i s to be bel ieved , which runs

Lord
,
have mercy on us , m i serable s inners ,

Thomas Dolman has bui l t a new house, and turn
’
d aw ay all his

sp inners .

’

He was l i tt l e affected by the Op in ions of others appa

rent ly , for over his port i co he p laced the motto ,
‘

pdovepés

nnBels e
’

io' tr w and over the w indow above of the po rch the

retort to the above couplet

Edentulus vescent ium dent i bus inv idet,

E t oculos caprarum ta lpa contemni t.
’

S i r Thomas Dolman, Clerk Of the P r ivy Counci l , and

MP . fo r Reading in 166 1
,
and who was owne r of the house

du r ing the Civi l War, fought by the s ide of t he King

i n h i s ow n garden dur ing the second batt le of Newbury

For th i s he was kn ighted ; and from some ep isode of the

fight
,
the fami ly motto of the Dolmans became

lu ng and law

Shouts Dolman of Shaw .

’

At length the house, l i ke so many other Berksh i re p ro

pert ies , fel l into fem in ine hands , and so w as purchased by

the Duke of Chandos
,
unti l i t final ly came i nto the hands

of M r . Eyre.

I t was l i tt le damaged during the C iv i l War ; and the

on ly trace of i ts hav ing been under fire i s the heap o f
cannon-bal ls that have been found at t imes in the garden ,
and the ho le i n the wa i nscot ing of the east bow-window,

which tradi t ion says w as made by a shot a imed at

Charles I . I t is d i fficu l t to te l l from w h ich d irection i t

w as fi red ; but the hole i s guarded by a brass plate , on

w hich i s i nscribed : ‘Hanc j ux ta fenestram,
Rex Carolus
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and hosp ital i ty to the King
,
gained i ts reward . The

C lothie rs got the order that merchants shou ld free ly traffi c

wi th one anothe r
,
and the proclamat ion thereof shou ld be

made as wel l on the other s id e of the sea as the land .

’

So he p rospered
,
and hi s descendants after h im . He

largely contributed to the re-bu i ld ing of the parish chu rch ,
in which he d i rected by wi l l i n 1 519 that he shou ld be

bu ried with h i s wife
,
and a ‘ stone to be lay de upon us

bothe .’ The brass thereon con ta ins the inscri pt ion : ‘Off

yo chari t ie pray fo r the sou le of John Sma lwode als

W inchcom and Alys h is w y fe. John dyed the xv day

of February, A O dm .

‘He w as the most

cons iderab le c loth ier (without fancy or fict ion) England
ever

When Queen El iz abeth v is i ted the town during her

many ‘progresses ,
’ she seems to have lodged w ith the son of

the great manu factu rer
,
to whom was granted i n 1 539 the

estate of Buck lebu ry , where , i n 1540, he bu i l t a house, and

where h i s widow l ived after h i s death . Strutt, i n h i s

Habits of the Peop le Of England
,

’ thu s speaks of her

She came out of the k i tchen i n a fai r t ra i n gow ne, stuck

fu l l of s i lver p ins
,
having a whi te cap upon her head w ith

cuts of cu riou s need le work under the same
,
and an apron

before her as wh ite as d r iven snow.

’ Her wedd ing-dress i s

also spec ified in the same h istory in the fol low ing manner
‘The bride being hab i ted in a gowne of sheep’s russet and

a k i rt le of fine worsted
,
her head atti red w ith a bi l iment of

gold, and her hai r as ye l low as go ld hanging down behind

her, w hich was cu r iou s ly combed and p laited accord ing to

the manner of those days
,
was led to church between two

boys with bride laces and rosema ry t ied abou t the ir s i lken

s leeves .’

The maidens employed in sp inn ing are prett i ly described

i n the fol low ing l ines i n the book j ust referred to

Fuller’s Worth ies .
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‘And in a chamber close bes ide
Two hundred ma i dens d id ab ide

,

In pet t icoa ts of s ta insmet red,
And mi lk-wh i te kerchers on their head.

Thei r smock-s leeves l ike t o w inter snow
,

Tha t on the w es tern mounta ins blow
,

And each s leeve w i th a s i lken band
Was fa irly t ied at the hand.

These pret ty ma ids did never lm
But in the p lace all day d id sp in .

The Tudor mans ion was pul l ed down in 1833, when a

subterranean passage was d iscovered
,
and some t races of

anc ient archi tecture. The last hei r male Of the Winch

combes, S i r Henry, d ied in 1703, l eaving daughters , one of

w hom
,
the Lady Frances , founded a charity schoo l i n the

v i l lage of Thatcham i n 1 707 , and married Lord Bo l ing
b roke. His friend Sw i ft vis i ted him ,

and w rote
,
as was

h is won t
,
to Ste l la Mr . Secretary was a perfect country

gent leman at Bucklebu ry. He smoked tobacco w ith one

or two neighbou rs ; he inqu ired after the wheat i n such a

fie ld ; he went to vi s i t h i s hounds , and knew a l l their

names. He and h is lady saw me up to my chamber j ust

in the count ry-fash ion . H is house i s j ust in the m idst of

a year he had by h is l ady
,
who is descended from

J ack of Newbury , of whom books and ba l lads are wri tten ,
and there is an Old p ictu re Of h im in the room .

’

Another of S i r Henry
’s daughters married John Packer,

C lerk of the Privy Seal , and secretary to George Vi l l i ers ,
second Duke of Buck ingham ,

who owned the Cast le of

Donn ington during its famous s iege .
The chu rch that the founder of this great and useful

fam i ly restored , and the tower of which he i s said to

have bu i lt
,
contain s other monuments of in terest. Here

were buried S i r J ohn Way le, the last Roman Catho l ic

v icar of the old t ime ; Dr. Whyte, the fi rst Protestan t

rector ; and then the son of another Newbury cloth ier ,
D r. Tw i sse, wr iter and d ivi ne, and also chap lain to the

17
—2
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daughter Of J ames I . He had al l the energy Of the leaders

of the craft at wh ich h is father worked , and lost al l h is

p roperty from tak ing the los ing s ide dur ing the c ivi l

troubles .

Benj am in Woodbridge , the firs t Nonconform ist m in ister
,

was equal ly in earnest . He was a fierce opponen t Of

Sansoni sts and Quakers , whom , w ith quain t inconsi stency,
he c lassed wi th Tu rks or i nfidels . They d id not protest

more than he d id . Though d isestabl ished on the Restora

t ion
,
he s t i l l p reached p r ivately t i l l 1 67 2 , when the Act of

I ndu lgence released h im , and he d ied in peace at Engle

field in 1684.

Joseph Sayer
,
who succeeded h im, was another determined

man . He was m in ister from 1666 to 1674 and when the

Five-Mile Act of 1665 w as passed
,
he had the ground

measured so as to be su re.*

Whichever s id e they took , there was a grim unforg iv ing
earnestness about these good men of Newbury .

They had proved i t before this . There w ere sects of

fa ithfu l favourers here i n the early part of Hen ry V I I I .

’
s

reign and though und isturbed for fi fteen years
,
they were

then betrayed , and three o r four were burnt, w hi l e s ix o r

seven score ’ were abjured .1

Chr i stopher Shoemaker , one of them , tried to improve a

certai n John Hay by read ing the Bible to him in 1 518 .

His motives were good
,
and cou rage undoubted ; bu t he,

also , was burn t therefor.

Jul inus or Ju l ius Palmer, Fel low of Magdalen Col lege in

the reign of Edw ard VI ., had been so strong a Cathol ic at

Oxford as to ass ist at the bu rn ing of the bishops . The effect
Of the scene

,
or tru e conv ict ion

,
made h im change hi s vi ews .

He became as stout a P rotestan t
,
and took the mastersh ip of

the school at Read ing but res igned i t
,
to return to i t later

with hi s Catho l i c mother’s curse. He was impr isoned

then at Read ing, and cha rged wi th treason and sed i tion ;
‘H is t . of New bury .

’
1

“ Ib id.
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Newbu ry
,
as d id Char les I I . after he became King ; and

here came C romwel l , afterwards the Lord Protector of the
Commonwea l th Of England . But with the dec l i n e of the

clothing trade the importance of Newbu ry fel l too . I ts

chief i nterest l ies in the prominent part i t took i n the

C ivi l War bu t when these days passed Newbury subs ided

into a qu iet coun ty town
,
where i ts inn , the Pel ican , drew

from Qu i n the l i nes that

‘The famous Inn at Speenhamland,
That s tands below the H i ll ,

May w el l be ca lled the Pelican,
From i ts enormous B i l l.’

The br idge over the Kennet wh ich l ed there w as of wood

unt i l 1770,
when i t was bu i l t o f stone.

For a l l the early part of th e county history
,
i t w as the

ch ief town in the val l ey Of the Kennet
,
for i t was a great

manu factur i ng cen tre for c loth ing
,
and n i ne great roads

converged on i t s permanent br idge . As t ime went on ,
cana ls improved its commun icat ions , and then a ra i lway ;
and wi th the new north and south l in e i t may once more

return to its original importan t pos it ion
,
that of the meet ing

of l ines of traffic from the north and south as we l l as the

east and west.

The val ley of the Kennet contai ns much of h istorical

i nterest bes ides the town of U lw ard .

The Manor of Kintbury, the Cheuetberie of the Su rvey,
deriving i ts name from the ancient B eorg h by the Kennet,
belonged to the Crown in 1086 bu t afterwards i t passed

in to the hands Of the Nunneries of Ambresbury and

Nuneaton . I t had been a holy place i n Saxon so

i ts connect ion with these rel ig iou s houses i s a cur ious sur

v ival . What d id not go to them went to a certa in ‘John

Be let
,

’ who bu i l t a moated house
,
which, beginn ing as

B elets ton, became Balsden ; and this, after many vici ss i

tudes
,
became vested in the hands of the Darrel l s of

See p. 8 1 .
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L i tt lecote
, and then passed to M r. Dixon , of Wa l l ington .

Few traces of this anci en t house ex ist
,
wh ich fo l lowed ,

though earl ier, the fate of the E l i z abethan mans ion of

Bucklebury , which John of Winchcombe , the son of the
celebrated Newbury c loth ier, bu i l t there i n 1540 . Around

the s ite of the latter
,
supersti t i on sti l l l ingers . A chariot

with s ix black horses
,
driven by headless post i l l ions and a

white lady (by way of contrast, one may suppose) , haunts
the s ite of the W

'

inchcombes
’ house. Quaint country

customs long survived at Buck lebu ry . On M id-Len t
Sunday young people retu rned to see thei r parents and

feast w ith them , and so i t got the name of Mother i ng
’
or

‘Furmi ty Sunday. On St. Va lent ine
’s Day ch i ldren st il l

go from door to door s inging rust i c rhymes .*

Ufton Cou rt , which was bu i l t by the Perk ins i n 1662 ,

st i l l remain s i n tact. One of i ts two manors was the

property of the Abbey at Read ing
,
but they both passed

to Francis Norrey s, Ear l of Berkshi re, and from him to the

Perkins who bui l t the house
,
and fi na l ly to the hands of

M r. Benyon . The anci ent gab led house i s now d ivided

into several dwe l l ings
,
bu t i t s ti l l contai ns many secret

rooms and passages , wh ich were doubt less places of refuge

for both pr i ests and laymen i n troubled t imes . Such were

not uncommon . thers ex ist i n the Ey stons
’ house at

East Hendred
,
i n that of the Throckmortons at Buck land

and at Eng lefield ,
and there was one i n the anc ient house of

the Bes i ls at Bes i ls leigh before i t was pu l led down. I n that

at Ufton w as found two petronels and a cruc ifix . Ufton

is a lso noteworthy as having been the res idence of Arabe l la

Fermor, the Bel inda of Pope
’s Rape of the Lock.

’

O f a l l the county towns
,
Reading a lone has slow ly,

bu t stead i ly and withou t check , i ncreased i n p rosperi ty,
and has probab ly

,
therefore

,
a more cont i nuou s i f less

eventfu l h i story than those which have from time to t ime

taken p recedence i n Berkshi re . I n the Domesday Su rvey

New bury New s .



2 64 Hi story of Berkshi re.

i t had bu t twenty-e ight houses , and w as the seat of the

Hundred Court ; and abou t this t ime the Nunnery of

Elfrida
,
i f not bu rnt befo re by the Danes in 1006 , must

have been destroyed
,
for Wil l iam endowed h is new-founded

Abbey of Battl e w ith i ts possess ions and church.

The town’s h istory i s
,
unt i l i ts d isso lu t i on, that of the

Abbey. Near i t in the fields below the br idge at Caver

sham was fought the combat between Robert de Montford
and Hen ry de Essex (hered itary standard-bearers to the

K ings of England) , in w h ich the latter
,
who was charged

w ith coward i ce in throw ing away the Royal Standard i n

the Welsh wars of 1 1 57 , w as defeated he became a monk

of Read ing in 1 16 3.

Chaucer, the poet , whether he l ived at Donn ington or

not, was m ixed up with Berksh ire men . When John of

Gaunt , Duke of Lancaster
,
marr i ed Blanche P lantagenet

a t Read ing , there were feasts and j ous ts and great re

joicings and Chaucer celebrated the occas ion in h is poem

cal l ed H is Dream .

’ Bu t i t was not al l p leasure for low

as wel l as high i n those days any mo re than now
,
for the

same year a strong cont ingen t Of men with gr i evances

j o ined the i n surrect ion of Wat Tyler. Nothing i s known of

them or of what became of them bu t Read ing
,
as wel l pos

s ibly as Newbury and certain ly Wa l l i ngford , he ld d isaffected

sp i ri ts then
,
as they did later i n the C ivi lWar

,
when the tw o

former p laces espou sed the cause of the people. I t is on ly

to be hoped they got ou t of the fi rst tang le as sk i l fu l ly as

R ichard of Wa l l i ngford d id . S ti l l
,
i f noth ing was done

for the people at large
,
th e nobles obta ined for themselves

the inst itu t ion of the n ew order ‘V iscount ’ in 1 389 . The

Read ing churches were anc ien t
,
and one at least

,
that of

S t . Mary, benefi ted by the dest ruct ion of the Abbey, fo r

when rebu i l t i n 1 550,
i t helped i tsel f largely to the Abbey

material s. The taste for ascet ic ism had not arisen then ;
as the chu rchwardens’ accoun ts show that in 1 557 the

sum of 35 . was pa id ‘ to the Minstrels and Hobby Horse
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I n i ts record s
,
also

,
are many en tr ies of interest relat ing

to the soc ia l and pol i t ical aspect of affa i rs. I t shared ful ly

in the ups and downs of creeds in the re igns of Mary and

El iz abeth ; fo r whi le , i n 1 558, the sum of 6d . w as paid fo r

brede and d rincke fo r the ry ngers when the al tars were

ha l lowed
,

’ on ly two years after 25 . 8d . was expended
‘ for pu l l ing dou n the aw lters and ry dding away of the

Laud
,
the Archb ishop

, w ho d id as much as anyone,
perhaps

,
to al ienate Charles I . from his people—for h is

attempt to int roduce a more ornate ri tual
,
and the removal

of the commun ion-tab le from the body of the church to

the east end
,
had aroused the angry Oppos it ion of al l the

advanced Protes tants—was born in B road S treet , i n 1 573 .

His father
,
a nat ive of Wokingham , was a cloth ier of

Read ing, one of that gu i l d of manufactu rers as importan t

here as i n other parts of Berks .
The great Chu rchman w as not unm indfu l of h i s nat ive

county . He left £120 a year to be employed for app ren

t i c ing ten boys born in Read ing
,
and one each in Bray and

Wokingham parishes ; and every th ird year i t was to be

d ivided into 5 20 shares , wh ich were to be g iven to ma id

servants of the same places w ho had been three years i n

one serv ice
,
so as to promote them in marriage .’ A sum

Of £40 a year w as also g iven to Wok ingham to be d iv ided

every three years between ‘ three poor maidens of the age

of under the same cond i tions ; the money du r ing the

i ntermediate years to be expended i n apprent ic ing poo r

boys. On Windsor
,
al so

, 50 was bestowed for a s im i lar

pu rpose .
Laud’s r ise was rap id . He w as made B ishop of St .

David’s
,
of Bath and Well s, and then of London ; and in

1633 Archbi shop of Canterbury . He was an able scholar,
energet i c and i n earnest and seems

,
as S ir James Wh ite

Eccles . H i st. of Reading.

’
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l ock, one of the judges, said , to have been
‘ too fu l l of fi re,

though a just and good man ; and that h is wan t of ex

peri ence in State matters, and h is too much z eal for the

Church ceremonies , i f he proceeded in the way he was then
in

, would set the nation on fi re.’

That he was harsh and stem w ith those who d i ffered

from h im i s evident and to this the i solation an d want of

knowledge of men and of the wor ld which h is col legiate

and eccles iast ical train ing had fostered may be mainly
attr ibu ted . He, perhaps un intent iona l ly, t ried to resusci tate

that sp iri t of priestly dom inat ion to which a large sect ion
of the commun i ty were absolute ly antagon i st ic ; and to the

Scotch espec ial ly, his opin ions w i th regard to the L iturgy
of the Church of England savou red strongly of Romish

doctrines. There is no doubt that h i s v iews lean t i n that

d irect ion
,
though he p robab ly never des igned to retu rn

under the spi ri tual j uri sd ict ion of the Pont iff. Sti l l ,
‘he

had gone so far towards Rome that even the Papists had

hopes of him
,
and ’

(as he says h imsel f)
‘actual ly offered

him a Card inal’s Hat.’ Bu t he cou ld not bend to the

popular storm ,
and so broke before i t. After three years’

impri sonmen t i n the Tower
,
he expiated on the sca ffo ld

h is want of j udgment .
Read ing had produced cloth iers almost as notew orthy as

those of Newbury. There was a certain Thomas Cole ,
who had been known as the ‘ r ich cloth ier of Read ing

and John Kendrick
,
a nat ive of the town , but a c loth ier in

London
,
was generous towards h is county. He seems to

have been a descendant of that Wi l l iam Kendrick whose

monument i s in S t. Mary’s Chu rch , and who was said to

have been descended from Saxon kings " He left

to found a char ity in Newbury
,
and to further the

maintenance of the c loth trade in Reading.

I n the fi rst case
,
the money was to be expended in the

Topog . Descrip. Berks .

’
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purchase of a ‘house and garden for the employment of

the poor i n the cloth ing manu factory, and prov id ing them

with necessary materials.’ But th is w as not carried out ;

and
,
for a t ime at least

,
the produce of the legacy w as len t

by the Corporat ion i n sums of 50 to weavers for three

years .

The Read ing beques t w as used in part to bu i ld and

endow the Jacob ian Hal l of the Dyers an d Wool

Merchants , which afterw ards became a charity and res i

dence for poo r persons . I t was named ‘The Oracle,’ and
took i ts t it le, so i t is sa id , from the

‘O rchel ’ (Roccel la
t inctoria) , a l ichen brought from the Canary I sles, and

use d in dyeing.
*

I t i s cur i ous to not ice what able and energet ic fam i l ies

fol lowed th is trade. The Dolmans , Winchcombes , and
Kend ricks were al l determ ined men of bus iness , and left

strong descendants . John Kend r i ck’s daughter w as one of

these ; and , though r i ch , she cou ld not find the man she

chose to marry
,
unt i l

,

Being a t a noble w edding
In the famous town of Reading,
A y oung gentleman she saw

,

Who belonged t o the law

and therefore determ ined that, l awfu l ly or unlawfu l ly
,
she

wou ld convert h im into her lord .

So the gentleman i n quest ion
,
Benj amin Ch i ld

,
barrister

at-law
,
w as chal lenged by a person unknown ; and , on

go ing to Ca lcott Park, w as met by a masked lady, who,
with the courage of a determ i ned woman

,
te l ls h im he

mus t
E i ther figh t or marry me.

Sa id he, Madam
, pray w ha t mean y e !

In my l ife I ne
’

er have seen y e

Pray unmask, y our vi sage show
Then I’l l tell you, ay or no.

”

Murray , Handbook,
’

p. 33.
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beth stayed n i ne t imes i n the town
,
and a royal seat was

appo inted for her i n S t. Lawrence Chu rch . On one Of

these occas ion s she wen t one
‘ day to d inner to M r.

Comptrol ler’s (S ir Wil l iam Knol lys) at Caversham . Mr.
Green , Sheri ff of Oxfordsh i re, met her at the b ridge ve ry

wel l accompani ed . M r . Comptrol ler made great cheer
,

and entertai ned her with many dev ices of s ing ing
,
danc ing

,

and playing wenches , and such l ike . At her go ing thence

she made three kn ights—S i r Franci s Goodw in , S ir Edward
Fett iplace, and S i r Richard Warder.

’

The Abbey at Read ing had been turned
,
at the D issolu

t ion
,
i nto a royal pa lace , and here p robably the Queen

stayed duri ng her vis i ts to that town .

Charles I . spen t much t ime here i n 16 25 but in 1642

the H igh Sher i ff refused to obey hi s Majesty s commands
,

and the town was fortified .

When the King was there later i n h is year, many of the

i nhab itan ts , t rue to thei r convict ions, le ft the town because

the mayor and a few others then suppo rted the Roya l i st

cause.

I n the s iege of the fol lowing year
,
1643 , the tower

of St . Gi les w as destroyed . The town passed aga in into

the hands of the Roundheads
,
and ‘Apri l 3oth , be ing

Sunday
,
was Spent i n p reach ing and hearing God’s

Word
,
th e chu rches be ing ex traord inar i ly fi l l ed.

’ But

Essex had to ret reat , and the King
’s men entered i t once

more . His Maj esty res ided at Coley House.

The d istress of the i nhab i tan ts du r ing al l the con fu s ion

and horro r of the war was so great
,
that they were red uced

to the lowest depths of misery and d istress .
’ The Royal ists

at one t ime p i l laged the Roundheads ; the latter, i n thei r

tu rn
,
looted the looters .

By 1647 Charles was a prisoner at Caversham . His

chi ld ren w ere a l lowed to stay with h im there, after he had

been permitted to meet them at the Greyhound Inn at
Maidenhead . He was not at fi rst kep t in close confine
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ment , but was p erm i tted to go to the i nn at Goring to p lay

bowl s on its bowl ing-g reen . His fondness for the game

here was noted in the fo l lowing l ines

S top, travel ler, s top In y onder peaceful glade
H i s favouri te game the royal marty r play

’
d

Here, s tr i pp
’
d of honours

,
ch i ldren

,
freedom,

rank
,

Drank from the bow l
,
and bow l

’
d for w hat he drank

Sough t in a cheerful glass h i s cares to drown,
And chang

’
d h i s guinea ere he los t h i s crown.

’

There were superst it ious people in Berksh i re at that
t ime. Some of the sold iers of Lord Essex had esp ied a

witch cross i ng the Kennet
,
near Newbu ry

,
on a thin plank

,

and had much trouble i n despatch ing her ; for the bu l l ett
back rebound’d l i ke a bal l

,
and narrow ly it missed h is face

that w as the

Not long after , there w as at the Church of Bradfield a

certa in rector cal led John Pordage, who was accused by

the Reverend Chr ist ian Fow ler
,
of Reading, before the

Commiss ioners of Berks , for blasphemy , ant i-scriptu ral

doctr in e , and fam i l iari ty with evi l spi ri ts ; and for these

c rimes he was ej ec ted in 1654. He seems to have been a

harmless enough mysti c he w as a Behmenist, says Baxter ,
and fancied h imself insp ired . He had commun ion with

spi r it s he said that an imp ress ion was made in the brick

wa l l of h i s ch imney
,
of a coach drawn with t igers and l ions ,

w hich could not be got ou t t i l l i t was hewn out with pick

axes.’ His prose lyte
,
Everard

,
was equa l ly sk i l led in

rais ing the spi ri ts . They were, l ike many other Berkshire

peop le
,
men before the i r t ime . Now they wou ld have

been profess ional med iums
,

’ and subscribed to ‘Day

break ’ or ‘Light.’

With the Revolu t ion of 1688 the town had l i tt le to do ;
though

,
as has been al ready po inted ou t

,
it saw one of the

very few ski rm i shes of that period . This event was note

w orthy in Read ing anna ls . I t was long kept up by the

Trans . vol . 11.
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r ing ing of bel l s, and a bal lad cal led , The Read ing Skirm ish

to ld how
F ive hundred Papi s ts came there
To make a final end
O f a l l the town in t ime o f prayer,
But God did them defend.

’

The wool len manu factu re that ex isted here had been

shaken by the D issolu t ion of the monas teries , and was

destroy ed by the Civi l War. That trade , together w ith
the mak ing of c loth , p in s , coarse l i n en, gauz es , s i lks , and

r ibbons
,
has d isappeared ; in i ts p lace has ar isen the i ron

and ti n works, the brewer ies , seed establ ishments , and

b iscu i t factory, that now render Read ing the ch ief com
merci al town of Berks .

I t w as not u nti l 1785 that the town was paved ; bu t

though backward in town imp rovemen ts to th i s ex tent
,
i t

fo rmed a volunteer corps as far back as 1 794 ; and thi s w as
l arge ly increased i n 1798 , when D r. V alpy , of Read ing
School

,
w as i ts chap la in . The new Town Hal l

,
Ass iz e

Court ,Grammar School , and restored church of St. Lawrence ,
are worthy addi t ion s i n late years to the ris ing town . I t

gave i ts name to S i r J acob Astley
,
who w as made Baron of

Read ing for hi s serv i ces i n the C iv i l War bu t the t i tl e be
came ext inct with his grandson

,
and has never been revived

,

though there w as a Lo rd Cadogan of Read ing in 1 7 16 .

Thus Read ing has fo l lowed the usual law. I t has real ly

the oldest h i story of any town in Berksh ire. I ts museum

contains the tools of l ocal Palaeol ith ic man , fi rs t found and

arranged there by D r. J . S tevens ; pol ished celts and flints ,
together w i th implements of bone, show i ts n ext occupa

tion in Neo l i th i c days and final ly
,
bron z e weapons ind icate

i ts advance in the arts of preh istori c t ime.* Roman
,
Sax on

,

and Dane fol lowed . Med iaeval monk and Norman castle

bu i lder both recogn i sed its va l ue . And now as the j unction

of five great roads
,
two canal i z ed streams, and five great

D r. J . S tevens in Trans . Berks . Archwol . Soc.
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CHAPTER I ! .

ITS MODERN L IFE.

THE county, accord ing to the Domesday Survey , conta ined

twenty-two Hund reds
,
of wh ich twenty st i l l ex is t ; and

among the anc ient manors
,
those of A rborfield ,

A shamp
s tead , Didcot , East Garston , Hurs t, Rad ley, Ruscombe ,
Sandhu rst

,
Sandlefo rd , Sunn ing H i l l , Tidmarsh , Ti lehurst ,

Woodhay
,
and Wokingham

,
are not mentioned .

* So i t

may be su rm ised that some of these were created when

the forest area w as c leared
,
and the lands d ra ined and

recla imed .

There are t races of the su rv ival of o ld th ings i n the

fact that up to the last cen tury a pol lard-oak in the par i sh

of Shefford was the place where the H und red Cou rt used

to be held , under the name of the Hug D i tch Court ,
’

said to be der ived from Hugo
,
K ing of Merc ia.

Serving as a l i nk between these anc ient days and our

own was a curious rel i c wh ich s tood near Basi ldon . I t
was a stone cel l

,
w i th a sem ici rcu l ar top

,
which was formerly

l eaded
,
and w ith a door

,
bear ing the in scr iption , Nobes

’

tomb
,

Of i ts o rigin noth ing i s known but i t was not

anc ient. Trad it ion says i t was erected by a farmer, who

l ived near
,
to be his l ast res t ing-place ; and that he

o rdered that
,
when he had been interred , the door shou ld

be locked
,
and the key thrown i ns ide through an aperture

left for the purpose. When he l ived peopl e sa id , so the

Ency clop. Bri t.’



sto ry goes ,
‘There goes Nobes on his wh ite horse but

noth ing is known of him , and the ce l l door is broken Open .

As a trad ing county , the commerce of Berkshi re has

d ri fted from i ts borders to i ts centra l d ist ri ct.
W ith the downfa l l of monast ic ism , the cloth trade, which

had been instrumental i n estab l i sh ing many of the Berk

sh i re towns , gradua l ly decl ined .
*

The great sheep-fa ir on the I ls ley Downs, which may have

i ndi rectly l ed to the extens ive estab l ishmen t of wool len

manufactories
,
was founded i n the re ign of Henry I I I . , and

i s st i l l held on the Wednesday in Easter week

I lsley , remote amids t the Berksh ire dow ns ,
Cla ims these d ist inctions o’er her s is ter t owns ,
Far famed for sheep and w ool, though not for spinners ,
For sportsmen, doctors, publ icans , and s inners .

’

There were other centres of cloth manufacture bes ides

Newbury and Read ing.

Hendred Church conta ins numerous monuments, w i th

brasses to persons hav ing such ti tles as P anna r i us and

Lana r i us— that i s , to merchants in c loth and woo l and i n

the fields near, the cloth was d ried which was so ld at Cuckams

l ey fa i r. The cloth cou ld be made and fu lly comp leted ready

for use ; and a str iking examp le of this occurs at Buck land ,
where i s preserved a coat , the wonder of 1 8 1 1 . For

‘ in

one day 2 sheep of S ir John Throckmorton were shorn ,
the wool spun , spooled , warped , loomed , and woven ; the

c loth burred
,
mi l led

,
dyed

,
d ried

,
sheared , and pressed , after

w h ich the coat was made up by White , a Newbury tai lor,
and worn by S ir John i n presence of spectators

with in 1 3 hrs. 20 min . from the time the sheep-shearing

commenced .

’

I n the last cen tury there were old frames i n ‘Rack
Marsh

,

’
not far from Newbury

,
where, up to 1709 ,

druggets and serges were manufactured . Wokingham

was also a seat of the cloth t rade ; and at Shefford and

Shaw l inen was made. Bagnor and Donn ington had paper

Kell ie
’

s D irectory .

’
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m il ls . Chalk i s s t i l l made into whit ing at Kintbury
,
and

fl i n t i s ground there for porcela in and glass .

The area of the county i s 7 58 square m i l es , or

acres .* I t grows much corn on the s lopes of the val leys

watermeadows l ine the flat bas in of the Kennet and the open

cha lk downs along the Ridgew ay afford pastu re for sheep .

One var i ety of the sheep
,
the Not ,

’ i s said to be nat ive.

I ts cana l system was
,
at one t ime, l argely used . The

Thames Navigat ion extends as far as S t . J ohn’s Bridge
,

Lechlade , where the r iver i s 258 feet above sea-l evel . The

Kennet Navigat ion beg ins at Read ing , with an alt i tude of

1 34 feet , and term inates at Newbury , where i t is 264 feet .
The Wilts and Berks Canal , uni t ing Abingdon ( 180 feet)
with Wantage (345 feet) and the Kennet and Avon
Canal , wh ich proceeds wes t from Newbury, completes i ts
sys tem of water-carriage .

I ts rai lw ay sy stem,w hich is even more ex tens ive,met w ith

as much
,
or even more

,
Opposit ion than d id the introduct ion

of the stage-coach i n to Berksh i rexl
‘ Th is t ime the objec

t ion began w i th the representat ives of Eton Col lege, who,
doubtless from consc ien t iou s mot ives hard now to under

s tand
,
were des i rous of keep ing as far aw ay at least as S lough

the contam inat ion of the i ron horse. B ut they were at length

compel led to g ive a reluctan t assen t, and thus the South

Western and Great Wes tern Companies both brought the ir

s tat ion s i n to W indso r town . Now
,
therefo re, there i s a fa i r

netwo rk of rai lw ays . Read ing forms the greates t junction ,
and therefore grow s mos t rap id ly and when a port ion of

the Northern trade from Didcot
,
by Newbury

,
to the South

i s d iverted along the new l i ne wh ich is being constructed , the

renew al of the t raffic that made the latter town once great

wi l l , i t i s to be hoped , have a correspond ing resu l t.

There are st i l l s ix mun ic ipal boroughs— namely, thos e

of Read ing , W indsor, Maidenhead , Newbury, Abingdon ,
and Wal l ingford , of wh ich the fi rs t two retu rn Members to

the House of Commons . The county i tse l f from 1296 unti l

Arrow smi th . 1
"

See p . 232 .
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popu lat ion i n 183 1 w as but in 188 1 i t had increased
to

The older fam i l ies have d isappeared w ith great rap id ity.

Of the 195 names mentioned i n Ashmo le’s ‘Vis itat ion ’ of

the coun ty, i n 1664, there are bu t few that st i l l occupy thei r
old ancestra l houses . These are the Puseys of Pusey, whose

tenure is trad i t iona l ly stated to date from the days of Cnut ;
and the Ey s tons of Hend red , who hold the Manor of Arches ,
which Hen ry de Ferrers was sei z ed of i n Domesday. But

the Eng lefield fam i ly, which cou l d show a hold ing of

e ighteen generat ion s when the Vi s i tat ion ’was made i n
1623, became ext inct in 1822 . The Cravens of Beenham

and of Ashdown , who now may be reckoned the second

o ldest fam ily i n Berks , have held thei r manors and

possess ion s s i nce the early part of the seventeenth

centu ry.

The Berkshire d ialect has many cu r ious prov inc ial isms,
some of tru e Saxon derivat ion . Thu s the Berkshire

man says th ik fo r that, him for he , rot for rat
,
not fo r

gnat
, port i s for pos ts , and thof for though . Near ly i s

a nens t ; houses , housen ; peas , peasen ; care for, hoe f or ;
bri ttle

,
frow ; spright ly, sprack ; rags, l i ttocks ; c lumsy,

hung ersome ; angry, scrow ; wretched , unked ; hungry,
leer ; t roublesome, p rodiga l ; and garden, g heru . To

prefer i s to mouch ; to garner, to g a rn ; and to bind , to

g r ip . A man i s queasy i f he be s ick , and deedy i f he be

notable. This latter term is express ive . Go
’
lt is ‘w i l t

thou ’

; ooerr zghts i s oppos ite ; to ent ice i s to tole aw oy e ;

to l abour is to scaw t ; to mudd le is to cuddle ; i n great

sp i ri ts i s to be i n g rea t spout ; and the scolded ch i ld

comp la in s of h is co rrecto r that he do chapse oi . He tor

ments when he terrifies
,
and ter r ifies when he wishes to

torment .
Mr. Thomas Hughes , formerly of Donn ington , near

Newbury
,
has best i l lustrated the county ta lk in h is

‘ Sco
u

g

ring
of the White Horse .

’
In Cupid’s garden a
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Berkshire man meets two Berkshi re l asses
,
and tel ls h i s

s to ry thu s

As I w ur in Cub i t’s gardin
,

Not mw oar nor haf an hour,
’
Twur ther I z eed tw o may-dens
Z i tt in

’
under Cub i t’s bow er,

A-
gatherin

’of sw eet jassa-mine,
The l i lly and the rose,
These be the fa ires t flow ers
As in the gardin grow s .

I vondl y s tepped t o one o’ them,

These w ords to her I zay s
B e you engaged to arra y oung man

,

Come, tel l t o me, I pray s .

”

I bean’t engaged to narra young man,
I solemnly declare
I a ims t o l ive a may

-den ,

And s t i l l the laurel w ear.

Z ay s I , My s tars and garters
Th i s here’s a p retty go,

V or a v ine y oung mayd as never wos
To sar’al l mankind

B ut the t’other y oung may
-den looked shy at me.

And vrom her sea t she t i s
’
n
,

Z ay s she, Let thee and I go our own w aay ,

And w e
’
ll let she go

Bu t he bel ieves in Berkshi re and in h i s own home

‘Throo aa ll the w aarld ow ld Garge w ould bwoas t ,
Commend me t o merry ow ld England mw oast
Whi le vools gw oes praat ing vur and n igh,
We s twops at whum my dog and o i .’

There are many qua int trad it ion s and customs sti l l

ex ist ing in th is as i n every other Eng l ish county
,
but they

are rap idly d isappear ing before modern materia l i sm and

modern educat ion . None the less they form part of our

nat iona l history.

I n the manors of east and west Enborne once obtained

a pecu l iar cus tom i n land-tenure . On the death Of a copy
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hold tenan t
,
the w idow is to have her free bench in a l l h i s

copyhold land s dum sola et cas ta f uer i t ; bu t i f she comm itted

incont inency she forfe i ted her w idow’s estate ; nor cou ld

i t be restored unless she mounted a black ram
,
and

came i nto the next court held for the manor, ri d ing back

wards , and repeat ing a quaint formula of

The feudal hold ing of Pusey has been already referred

to and there i s another typ ical case in that of the Mano r

Of East Gars ton , w h ich was held by the service of find ing

a kn ight clad in plate armou r to serve i n the K ing’s army

for forty days , at the lord
’

s cost, w henever he should be i n

the terri tory of Kedwel ly , i n Wales, of wh ich manor th is
was a member.

"

l
‘

With chari t ies and almshouses the county abounds ;
and one particu l ar form of helpfu lness i s o f Read ing
or ig in . For formerly ‘On Good Friday, i n every year,
three maidservants

,
who have l ived i n one service five

years , are appointed by the Corporat ion , who throw l ots in

the Counci l Chamber for twenty nobles , the gift of M r. J ohn

B lagrave, June 10
,

16 1 1 . At the nominat ion of the

mayor elect, on the last Monday i n Augu st, in every year,
three other ma idservants , appointed as last ment ioned , al so

throw l ots in the Counci l Chamber for eight pounds , the
gi ft of the l ate Aldermen M r. John Deane and M r. J ohn
Richards ; and the sum of five pounds has of late years
been g iven by Marti n Annes ley, Esq . , brother to the

member . And the late Aw berry Flory, Esq .
, also gave by

w i l l the interest of
J5 100 for ever, to be added to Mr.

Annes ley
’
s g ift, and equal ly d iv ided between the two

unfortuna te ma ids .

’

I
Some custom s relat ing to the church were curious, as,

for example
,
that of parishioners of Cumnor, who, i f

pay ing ‘v icarial t ithes
,
have a custom of repair ing imme

diately after prayers on Chr i s tmas Day to the Vicarage

‘Topog . Descri p. Berks .

’
1
” Mi d.

I [hi d
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busy i n adorn ing the outs ide of thei r houses wi th boughs

of trees and gar lands of flowers , and the paths were strewed

with rushes . One house was d i st ingu ished by a greater

number of garlands than the res t, and some were mak ing

to be fix ed at the end of the poles . O n inqu iring the
reason , I w as to ld that i t w as usua l to have th is ceremony

performed i n the street i n wh ich the new mayor l ived , on

the fi rst Sunday that he went to church after h i s elect ion.

’

Th is was eviden tly a surv ival of the pageant that aecom

panied the acceptat ion of the office of Chief Magistrate of

the Borough
,
and s trew ing fresh rushes i n rooms or el se

where was a common cus tom before the introduct ion of

carpets .*

The Lamborne, long bel ieved to be pers i stent ly inter

m ittent, was stated to
‘ go off abou t M ichaelmas , and

sometimes sooner but the sooner i t goes the cheaper corn

i s usual ly that year, i f the observation of the country

peop le be to be l i stened to .

’ There seems
,
however

,
to be

no foundat ion either fo r the statement or its deduct ion .

Astrology had been by no mean s relegated to i ts present

obscu ri ty even as late as the reigns of the early Georges i n

Berkshi re. The plagu e almost ‘d ispeopled ’ Wal l i ngford

i n 1 348 , and
‘M r. Camden attributes thi s to the conjunc

t ion of Satu rn and Mars i n the 25th Degree of Capricorn ,
wh ich happened in February, 1 342 . D r. Chi ld rey th inks

th is cause to come a l i ttle too ear ly for such an effect, and

therefore p i tches upon the conjunct ion of Saturn and

J up i ter i n the 18th Degree of L ibra i n the year 1345. Bu t

w e thi nk i t unsafe to fix such great effects upon any one

s ingl e aspect, without cons ider ing the face of the rest of

Heaven and other concurrent causes . This i s the way

pursued by some late knowing astro logers
,
and part i cu larly

with success by the learned D r . Good .

I n the Gentleman’s Mag az i neL i hra ry ,
Archmology , Part I .,

there i s a reference to the d iscovery of a cavern i n the chalk

Brand’s P op. , vol . i i .
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at Yattendon during the year 1 8 19 ,
but noth ing is known of

i ts pos it i on now . I t seems to have been
,
l ike the ‘Dane

p i ts ’ near T i lbury, or the Grimes
’ Graves in the Eastern

Count ies , a mine fo r the excavat ion of chalk flints during

the Neo l i th i c age , rather than mere ly a habitat ion though

doubtless such subterraneous works were ut i l i z ed for dwel l
ings as wel l as for m ines.

The county has i nc reased i ts educat iona l estab l ishments

by the add it ion , to i ts anc ien t schoo ls , of those of St . Andrew

at B radfield, of Wel l ington at Crowthorne , and the Royal

M i l i tary Col lege at Sandhurst. The first named was opened

i n 1850 for general educat ion ; that at C rowthorne , bui l t

i n 1 856 , for the educat ion of o rphan sons of officers ,
’bu t

not on ly for them and that at Sandhu rst for cadets in the

army
,
who were fi rst rece ived in a schoo l at H igh Wycombe

i n 1799 , then transferred i n 1802 to Marlow,
and fina l ly

removed to the p resent bui ld ing in 18 1 2 . For many years

the cadets
,
whose cou rse of instruct ion was part ly c ivi l , part ly

profess ional
,
were adm itted at as early an age as fou rteen ,

and spen t four years at the i nst i tu t ion ; but i n 1869 th is

system
,
which was not in accordance with modern cond it ions ,

was abo l i shed ; and
‘students

,

’whowere gaz etted to regiments

as vacanc i es occurred during thei r res idence at the Co l lege ,
were adm itted by Open competit ion at the m im imum age

of seventeen years. Th is , again, w as modified by the intro

duction of officers
,
as sub-l ieutenants , who had spent one

year with thei r regiments
,
and were therefore better qua l i

fied for m i l i tary instruction ; bu t th is system also was set

as ide
,
and was rep laced by a mod ified cadet system . I n

th is the gent lemen cadets enter through open competi t ion

between the ages of seventeen and twenty-two , and remai n

one year under i nstruct ion i n pure ly profess ional subj ects ,
when they are gaz etted to regiments as vacanc ies occur.

At Beaumont Lodge
,
near Old Windsor , i s a Roman

Catho li c educationa l co l lege under Jesu i t gu idance .

The great wor ld of l etters has not been unrepresented in
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Berksh i re
,
and i t has been the favouri te home, as i ts scenes

have been the favou r i t e theme
, of w riters and poets .

Chaucer certa inly w as connected with it , and very poss ibly

at t imes res ided i n i t . Pope
’

s ear ly home w as at B infield,
a place of which he speaks tender ly, as

My paternal cell ,
A l i tt le h ouse w i th trees a-row
And

,
l ike i ts mas ter, very low .

H i s poems of W indsor Fores t and of ‘Farringdon H i l l ’

d isplay, if not h igh meri t , at l east keen app rec iat ion of the

beau t ies of Berks . Miss M itford , who res ided at Three

M i le Cross, l ies not far from her old home in the church at

Sw al lowfield.

D rayton , Spenser, and numerous others have expat iated

on the beaut ies of the Thames val ley. S i r John Denham
in ‘Cooper’s H i l l ,

’
and Robert Morr is in ‘St . Leonard’s

H il l ,
’ both chose fo r a poet ical immortal ity some of the

lovel iest b i ts of gen tle Eng l i sh coun try l i fe ; and as far

back as 16 35, O tway wrote h is poem on Windsor Cas tl e.
’

A poet laureate, Henry T . Pye , was Member fo r the county

at the end of the last centu ry
,
and wrote the poem of

Farr i ngdon H i l l and Fenton d ied at East Hampstead .

Lastly
,

‘Charming Mary Montagu ’ gathered round her

at Sandleford some of the most bri l l ian t i ntel lects of her

t ime and at Upton Court dwe l t Arabe l l a Fermor.

The h istory of each of these is one of more or l ess

success and happiness ; bu t in the qu iet churchyard Of O l d
Windso r l i es one other ‘ art ist

,

’whose career at leas t now

al l may pity. Poo r ‘Perd i ta ’—a vict im to the Pri nce

Regent —has found peace there at l ast !

The h istory of Berksh ire i s an ep i tome of the h isto ry

of England . Through Bri t-Belgic interference in Conti nenta l

matters , Caesar was led to i nvade th i s country ; and Com

m ius , ch ief of the Attrebat ian tribes, had much to do w ith the

i nvas ion . The greatest Romano-Bri ti sh c ity south of the

Thames , S i lchester, s tands on the southern boundary of the
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